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On  the  lOth  of  January,  1826,  a  number  of  gen* 
tiemen  met  at  the  Vestry  of  Parkstreet  church,  Bos- 
ton, to  take  into  consideration  the  evils  of  intemper- 
ance, and  the  importance  of  further  exertions  to  re* 
strain  them. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE  wan  chosen  Moderator. 
Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.  D.  Clerk. 

After  uniting  in  prayer,  and  attending  seriously 
fo  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  viz. 

1 .  TTuit  it  is  expedient  that  more  systematic  and  more  vigo* 
rous  efforts  be  made  by  the  Christian  public  to  restrain  and  pre" 
tent  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

2.  That  an  individual  of  acknowledged  talents^  pi^ty,  indus^ 

try,  and  sound  judgment  should  be  selected  and  employed  as  a 

permanent  agents  to  spend  his  time  and  use  his  best  exertions^ 

for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  the  intemperate  use  ofin* 

toxicating  liquors. 

A  Committee  was  then  chosen  to  consider  this 
subject,  and  devise  a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  design  of  the  foregoing,  resolutions,  and  report 
at  an  adjourned  meeting. 


Feb.  13,  1826. — At  the  adjourned  meetings  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  follomng  draught  of  a  Preamble  and  Constitution^ 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  ;  namely  ; 

Whereas  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable 
magnitude  both  as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  indi- 
viduals, families,  and  communities ;  and  whereas  the  prevalence 
of  this  vice  has  such  a  fatal  efficacy  in  hindering  the  success  of 
all  the  common  means  which  God  has  appointed  for  the  moral 
and  religious  improvement  of  men ;  and  whereas  the  various 
measures  which  the  friends  of  Christian  morality  have  adopted, 
<  though  not  altogether  unsuccessful,  have  been  found  quite  insuf- 
ficient to  give  any  effectual  and  permanent  check  to  this  desolat- 
ing evil ;  and  whereas  some  more  vigorous  means  are  evidently 
required,— some  system  of  instructioa  and  action,  which  will 
make  a  steady  and  powerful  impression  on  the  present  and  fol- 
lowing generations,  and  will  in  this  way  ultimately  effect  a  change 
of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regard  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  intem- 
perance, which  has  already  caused  such  desolations  in  every  part 
df  our  country,  and  which  threatens  destruction  to  tlie  best  inter- 
ests of  this  growing  and  mighty  Republic  ; — therefore  the  friends 
of  domestic  and  social  happiness,  now  present,  wishing  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men,  resolve 
to  form  a  society,  with  the  following  constitution ;  namely  ; 

Article  I.  The  Society  shall  be  called.  The  American 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance. 

Art.  II.  The  Society,  at  its  commencement,  shall  consist 
of  members  elected  by  this  meeting. 

Art.  III.  The  Society  shall,  from  time  to  time,  elect  addi- 
tional members,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient ;  always  keeping 
in  mind  that  elections  are  so  to  be  made,  as  shall  best  accord 
with  the  design  of  rendering  this  a  national  institution,  and  giving 
it  the  most  extensive  influence  possible. 

Art.  IV.  Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shaU  pay,  not 
less  than  thirty  doUars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become 
an  honorary  member  thereof;  and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or 


shall  hereafter  pay,  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUars, 
shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  President  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President, 
Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  an  Executive 
Committee  of  five  members,  and  such  other  officers  as  shall  in 
their  opinion  be  necessary. 

Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  gen* 
eral  superintendence  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  of 
the  measures  to  be  pursued  for  promoting  its  object. 

Art.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his 
absence,  of  the  Vice  President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society,  and  to  call  special  meetings  at  the  request  of  the  Execu- 
tive  Committee. 

Art.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee 
to  carry  into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to 
take  proper  measures  for  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  ac- 
coropiishing  its  benevolent  designs  ;  to  appoint  agents  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the 
great  object  of  the  Society ;  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for 
the  payment  of  all  monies,  which  shall  be  expended  in  this  work 
of  bve ;  to  inspect  annually  the  state  of  the  treasury ;  and  in  gen- 
eral, to  perform  all  other  duties,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Con- 
stitution, which  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  promoting  habits  of 
temperance  to  the  greatest  extent.  Of  their  proceedings  they 
shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Society. 

Art.  IX.  The  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  devote  him- 
self with  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society. 
And  in  execution  of  his  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  make  appropriate  com- 
munications, by  pamphlets,  correspondence,  and  personal  inter- 
views, to  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  physicians,  and  others,  and 
to  consult  and  cooperate  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
those  under  their  influence  against  the  evils  of  intemperance ;  to 
take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  make  a  seasonable  and  sal- 
utary im{»ressioD  in  relatk)n  to  this  subject,  on  those  who  are  fa- 
voured with  a  public  and  refined  education,  and  are  d^^me^m 
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furioiM  ways  toi  havie  a  leatling  influence  m  Society ;  to  make  it 
a  serious  object  to  introduce  into  the  publteations  of  the  day,  es- 
mys  and  addresses  on  the  subject  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to 
induce  teachers  and  ttiose  concerned  in  the  support  of  schools, 
to  hbor  diligently  to  impre^  the  minds  of  the  young  whh  the 
alarming  and  dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed  who  in- 
dulge themselves  in  the  use  of  strong  drink ;  to  make  affectionate 
and  eaniest  addresses  to  Christian  Churches,  to  parents  and 
guardians,  to  children,  apprentices,  and  servants,  and  all  other 
descriptions  of  persons,  and  to  set  clearly  before  them  the  effect 
of  spirituous  liquors  on  health,  on  reputatatiou,  and  on  all  the  tem- 
poral and  eternal  interests  of  men,  and  to  urge  them  by  the  most 
weighty  arguments,  drawn  from  the  present  and  the  future  world, 
to  keep  themselves  at  a  distance  from  this  insidious  and  destruc- 
tive foe ;  to  do  whatever  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards 
the  forming  of  voluntary  associations  foi^  the  purpose  of  promo- 
ting the  ends  of  this  Society  ;  and  in  general,  to  labor,  by  all  suit- 
able means,  and  in  reliance  upon  the  divine  blessing,  to  fix  the 
eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  thia  Society  aims  to  prevent,  and 
on  the  immeasurable  good  which  it  aims  to  secure,  and  to  pro- 
duce such  a  change  of  public  sentiment,  and  such  a  renovation  of 
the  habits  of  individuals  and  the  customs  of  the  community,  that 
in  the  end,  temperance  with  all  its  attendant  blessings  may  uni- 
versally prevail. 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary 
and  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  princi- 
ple to  regulate  their  measures,  that  while  they  are  to  make  use 
perseveringly  of  all  fit  and  promising  means  for  the  reformation 
of  those  who  have  already,  in  difllerent  degrees,  contracted  hab- 
its of  intemperance ;  the  utility  of  the  Institution  must  chiefly 
consist  in  guarding  against  danger  those  who  are  yet  uncontami- 
nated  by  this  loathsome  and  fatal  vice. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  choose  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  to  commence  the  proposed  Socie- 
ty, according  to  the  2d  Article  of  tne  Constitution, 
riz. 


Ref.  Dn.  Woods,  Rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  Rev.  Justin  EdwabdSi 
Rev.  Warren  Fat,  Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner,  Rev.  F.  Watland, 
Rev.  T.  MsmuTT,  Hon.  Ma^us  Mpb^oNi  Hon.  Samuel 
Hubbard,  Hon.  William  R^rp,  Hon.  George  Ooiorne, 
John  Ta? pan,  Ea^  William  flpp^^  lEss^  Pfu  ^aiiis9  Crap- 
I4N»  and  S.  v.  S.  Wu«i>£9f  £s%. 


Op  motion  o(  the  Hem.  Hebian  Lwcouf,  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution  was  th^n  adopted. 

Resolved, — TTiai  the  gentlemen  eonqfosing  this  meeting 
pledge  themselves  to  the  American  Societt  tor  the  promotion 
or  Temperance,  that  they  wOl  use  all  their  exertions  in  carrying 
into  effect  the  benevolent  plans  of  the  Society. 


The  AmauGAN  Sogibtt  for  thb  vromohon  of  Tkbi^ 
PERANOB  then  held  their  first  meeting,  and  ehose  the 
following  officers. 

Pan.  HCAHCUS  MORTON,  Pwwhint. 

Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  Vice  Prbsi dint. 
WILLIAM  ROPES,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
JOHN  TAPPAN,  Es^i.  Auditor. 

BSBCUTIVE  CQMMITTHE. 

Rkf.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  p. 
Ret.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  D.  D. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esa. 
Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE, 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Es^: 

» 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  hel^  March  12,  1826, 
the  Society  proceeded  to  choose  eighty  four  gentle? 
men,  r9si<£ng  in  th«  NQrth?r^  ^  Mi44«  St^t^s,  9» 
adj^oiHil  ip^ooiber?. 


OF  THE 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Ik  view  of  the  transactions  abovementioned,  and  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Constitution  of  Tbe  American  Society  for  the 
PROMOTION  of  Temperance,  the  Executive  Committee  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  Christian  community  to  a  few  remarks  rela- 
tive to  the  important  subject  here  presented  before  them. 

The  evils  resulting  from  an  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
have  become  so  extensive  and  desolating,  as  to  caU  for  the  im- 
mediate, vigorous,  and  persevering  eflbrts  of  every  philanthropist, 
patriot,  and  Christian.  The  number  of  lives  annually  destroyed 
by  this  vice  m  our  own  country  is  thought  to  be  more  than  thirty 
thousand  ;  and  the  number  of  persons  who  are  diseased,  distres- 
sed, and  impoverished  by  it,  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  thou- 
sand. Many  of  them  are  not  only  useless,  but  a  burden  and  a 
nuisance  to  society. 

These  liquors,  it  is  calculated,  cost  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try annually  more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  pauper- 
ism occasioned  by  the  improper  use  of  them,  (taking  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  as  an  example,)  costs  them  upwards 
of  twelve  millions ;  making  an  annual  expense  of  more  than  fifty 
millions  of  dollars. 

Out  of  ten  hundred  and  sixty  one  cases  of  criminal  prosecu- 
tions in  the  year  1820,  before  the  Court  of  Sessions  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  more  than  eight  hundred  are  stated  to  have  been  con- 
nected with  intemperance.  And  so  it  is  in  all  our  principal  cities. 
More  than  three  quarters  of  the  crimes  committed  in  the  coun- 
try are  probably  occasioned  by  this  hateful  vice.  And  if  we  add 
to  these  the  loss  of  time  which  it  occasions,  the  loss  of  business, 
the  loss  of  improvement,  the  loss  of  character,  and  the  loss  of 
happiness  for  time,  and  for  eternity,  the  evil  swells  to  an  over- 
whelming magnitude.  The  guilt  and  wretchedness  resulting 
from  it  surpass  all  finite  conception.  Scarcely  any  thing  has  a 
more  powerful  and  fatal  efllcacy  to  weaken,  pollute,  and  debase 
the  human  mind.    It  palsies  every  efifort  for  improvement,  bin- 


ders  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  and  prevents  the  progress  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ.  It  destroys,  by  hundreds  and  thousands,  both 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  men;  cutting  them  off  from  the  possibility 
of  enjoyment,  and  plunging  them  into  endless  darkness  and  wo. 

No  sooner  is  a  person  brought  under  the  power  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  than  he  seems  to  be  proof  against  the  influence  of  all 
the  means  of  reformation.  If  at  any  time  the  truth  gains  access 
to  his  mind  and  impresses  his  heart ;  by  a  few  draughts  of  this 
fatal  poison,  the  impression  is  almost  sure  to  be  effaced.  Hence 
the  notorious  and  alarming  fact,  that  a  person  addicted  to  this 
vice  is  seldom  renewed  in  the  temper  of  his  mind,  or  even  re- 
formed as  to  his  outward  character.  If  a  single  instance  of  the 
kind  occurs,  it  is  so  uncommon,  that  it  quickly  becomes  the  sub- 
ject of  remark  through  a  neighbourhood,  and  often  over  a  large 
extent  of  country  ;  and  for  years  is  mentioned  as  an  extraordi- 
nary event.  Most  persons  given  to  intemperance,  proceed  from 
one  degree  of  wickedness  to  another,  till,  having  been  often  re- 
proved, and  hardened  their  necks,  they  bring  sudden  and  remed- 
iless destruction  upon  themselves.  And  they  destroy  not  on- 
ly themselves,  but  a  multitude  of  others.  The  intemperance  of 
a  father  has  extended  to  three,  four,  five,  and  even  to  seven  of 
bis  children.  The  intemperance  of  a  family  has  extended  its 
contagion  through  a  neighbourhood,  and  its  baleful  effects  have 
been  felt  by  numerous  individuals  and  families.  Many  persons 
m  all  classes  of  society  have  been  destroyed  by  this  vice ;  and  no 
one  is  free  from  danger.  A  father  has  no  security  that  his  chil- 
dren will  not  die  drunkards ;  and  no  security  that  the  evil  will  not 
be  extended  through  them  to  future  generations.  And  with  the 
continuance  of  the  present  feelings  and  habits  of  the  community, 
there  is  no  prospect  that  the  evil  will  be  lessened,  and  no  possi- 
bility that  it  will  be  done  away.  All  persons,  especially  the  young, 
must  continue  to  be  exposed.  Dangers  meet  them  in  the  street ; 
overtake  them  in  business ;  follow  them  to  their  dwellings ;  at- 
tend them  in  the  private  interview,  and  in  the  social  circle,  and 
assail  them  wherever  they  go ;  and  without  a  change  in  the  sen- 
timents and  practices  of  the  community,  the  evil  must  continue  to 
increase,  till  the  animating  prospects  of  this  great  and  m\^Vj 
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Republic  are  darkened,  and  its  precious  institutions  ruined ;  and 
thousands  and  millions  of  its  population  borne  on  a  current  of  li- 
quid 6re  to  a  world  of  wo. 

The  American  Society  for  the  promotion  or  Temper- 
ance have,  therefore,  after  deliberate  and  devout  attention  to  the 
subject,  resolved,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  and  with  a  view  to 
the  account  which  they  roust  render  to  him  for  the  influence  thej 
exert  in  the  world,  to  make  a  vigorous,  united,  and  persevering 
efibrt  to  produce  a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

For  this  purpose  they  deem  it  of  primary  importance,  that 
they  should  obtain  an  adequate  fund  for  the  support  of  a  man  of 
suitable  qualifications,  in  the  office  of  Secretary,  who  shall  devote 
himself  to  the  service  of  the  Society,  and  in  the  various  ways 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution,  labor  to  promote  its  object. 

In  attempting  to  procure  this  fund,  the  Committee  cheerfully 
make  their  appeal  to  nieo  of  known  and  expansive  benevolence, 
who  are  blessed  with  property,  and  are  friends  to  Him,  who  was 
rich,  yet  for  our  sakes,  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  pover« 
ty  might  be  rich,— -and  request  them,  from  love  to  him  and  to 
their  fellow  men  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  which  this  Society  aims  to  prevent,  and  the  immeas- 
urable good  which  it  aims  to  secure,  and  to  furnish  the  necessa- 
ry noeans.  If  a  man  of  the  right  character  may  be  wholly  and 
pennanently  devoted  to  this  object,  with  the  aid  which  he  may 
receive  from  good  men,  throughout  the  country,  the  Committee 
are  confident  that,  with  the  divine  blessing,  a  system  of  general 
and  powerful  cooperation  may  be  formed,  and  that  a  change  may 
in  a  short  time  be  effected,  which  will  save  an  incalculable  amount 
of  property,  and  vast  multitudes  of  valuable  lives ;— a  cliange 
which  will  be  connected  with  the  highest  prosperity  of  our  coun- 
try, and  with  the  eternal  salvation  of  milHons  of  our  felfow  men. 

And  may  God  Almighty  crown  with  gforious  success  this 
and  every  other  efibrt  to  do  good,  so  that  Christian  morality  and 
piety  and  happiness  may  universally  prevail. 


L.  WOODBL 
J.  EDWABI)6, 

J.  TAPPAN,  >  £s.  CmmiUM. 

G.  ODIORNE, 
BOSTON,  Maieh,  1896.  8.  V.  a  WUJDEB, 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP  THK 

FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY 

FOB  TH£ 


The  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Society  for 
THE  Promotion  or  Temperance  tocu  held  in  the  Vestry  ofHano- 
per  Churchj  Nov.  14y  1827. — The  President  and  Vice  President 
leing  absent^  the  ' 

Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D. 
toas  called  to  the  chair.    After  prayer  by  the  chairfnan^  the  follow 
ing  Gentlemen  were  elected  Officers  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Hon.  MARCUS  MORTON,  President. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  Vice  President. 

Honorary  Vice  Presideivts. 

WILLIAM  BARTLET,  Es«.  ffewburyport,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  P.  GREEN,  taa.  fforwieh.  Conn. 

HENRY  HOMES,  Es^.  Boston^  Mass. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,        "         " 

EDMUND  MUNROE^       "         " 

J.  C.  PROCTOR,  **         " 

WILLIAM  ROPES,  Es<i.     "         ** 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN,  Aew  York  city. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq.  BoUon,  Mass. 
Rer.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D.  And&ver,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  ROPES,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq,  .^udUor. 

Ezecutiye  Committee. 

Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D. 
Rey.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  D.  D. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 
Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE, 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq. 
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Voted,  unanimously, 

That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  foU 
loufing  Article : 

^^  Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  ivho  shall  hereafter  pay,  not  less 
than  thirty  dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  hon* 
orary  member  thereof;  and  any  person  who  has  paid,  or  shaU  here- 
after pay,  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an 
honorary  Vice  President  of  the  Society." 

Twenty  Gentlemen^  from  several  Statesy  were  then  elected  addi- 
tional members  of  the  Society. 

The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Hanover  Churchy  at  7 
o^clocky  P.  M. 

At  the  tidjoummenty  the  President  and  Vice  President  being 
absenty  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woods  was  called  to  the  chair.  After  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edufardsy  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  by 
William  Ropesy  Esq.y  and  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  then  read  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Heunty  and  ttie  foUouing  resolutions  were  adopted. 

On  a  Motion  by  Enoch  Hale,M.  jD.,  seconded  by  Henry  HiUy 
Esq. 

RESOLYED, 

That  the  Report  of  the  Eocecutive  Committee  be  acceptedy  and 
be  submitted  to  their  disposal. 

On  a  Motion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewity  seconded  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Edwardsy 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  progress  of  the  grand  principle  of  this  Society  is  such 
as  calls  for  devout  gratitude  to  God,  and  for  the  continuedy  increas- 
edy  and  persevering  exertions  of  all  good  men. 

Doct.  HaUy  Rev.  Mr.  Hewity  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edu}ards  fol- 
lowed their  motions  by  addresses. 

A  collection  was  then  taken  for  the  funds  of  the  Society y  and 
the  meeting  vhis  concluded  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Elijah  Heddingy 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Your  Committee,  in  conformity  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  plan  of  preliminary  operations  adopted  at 
the  outset,  have  turned  their  attention,  since  their  appointment  on 
the  13th  of  Feb.  1826,  towards  the  acquisition  of  an  adequate 
fund,  for  the  support  of  the  future  Secretary  of  the  Society. 
For  this  purpose,  one  of  our  number,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards, 
at  that  time  Pastor  of  the  Church  and  Society  in  the  South  Par- 
ish of  Andover  (Mass.)  at  our  request,  embraced  such  opportu- 
nities as  his  duties  to  his  people  would  permit,  to  visit  Boston  and 
several  of  the  principal  towns  in  Massachusetts  where  he  preach- 
ed in  behalf  of  the  great  enterprise  before  us,  and  received  libe- 
ral donations  from  the  pious  and  humane.  In  March  last,  a  cir- 
cular letter  was  addressed  to  most  of  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
io  this  state,  wherein  the  importance  and  objects  of  this  Society 
were  briefly  stated,  requesting  them  to  present  those  subjects  to 
their  respective  congregations  and  to  solicit  their  contributions  in 
aid  of  our  funds.  As  the  pastoral  duties  of  Dr.  Edwards  obliged 
him  to  discontinue  his  labours  as  our  agent,  your  Committee  em- 
ployed in  his  stead,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  Pastor  of  the 
First  Church  and  Society  in  Fairfield  (Conn.)  With  the  consent 
of  his  people,  he  spent  twenty  weeks  in  our  service.  Besides 
extending  the  influence  of  the  Society  in  Massachusetts,  he  in 
that  time  spread  our  principles  and  enlarged  our  list  of  patrons 
and  contributors  among  pious  and  benevolent  men  of  all  denom- 
bations  in  the  States  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  Pennsylvania.  To  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut, 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presb3rterian  Church  in  the  United 
States,  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, he  also  communicated  our  principles  and  purposes*    TV\^ 
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approbation  bestowed  upon  this  Society  by  these  eminently  re- 
spectable bodies  of  our  Christian  brethren  and  fellow  citizens  has 
greatly  encouraged  us  to  persevere.  The  agency  of  Mr.  Hewit 
terminated  on  the  1st  of  August;  and  on  the  last  of  September 
Dr.  Edwards  entered  again  on  the  service  of  the  Society.  He 
has  already  visited  a  number  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  states 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  and  the  period  for  which  he  is  en- 
gaged is  not  yet  completed.  The  gross  amount  of  donations  which 
your  Committee  and  their  agents  have  obtained  in  the  manner  just 
related,  according  to  the  Treasurer's  Report  exhibited  at  this  meetr 
ing,  is  as  follows.  Cash  $4089  53.  Promissory  Notes  $850.  Sub* 
scriptions  payable  at  different  times  $8372. — ^Total  $13,311  53. 
From  this  statement,  the  Society  will  readily  perceive,  that  we 
are  yet  far  from  being  able,  from  the  available  funds  received,  to 
furnish  a  competent  support  to  a  permanent  Secretary.  We  are 
more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  we  entertained  at  the 
commencement  of  our  operation,  that  it  is  not  expedient  for  the 
Society  to  make  that  appointment,  before  a  sufficient  fund  is  pro- 
cured, and  either  paid  into  the  treasury,  or  in  some  other  way 
secured,  so  that  the  income  of  it  may  be  relied  on,  for  the  com- 
fortable subsistence  of  the  man,  who  shall  be  wholly  devoted  to 
that  arduous  office.  With  our  thanks  to  all  those  benevolent 
persons,  who  have  contributed  to  the  merciful  undertaking  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  your  Committee  must  be  allowed  to  re- 
mark, that  while  we  have  been  nearly  two  years,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  gather  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  promote  the  temperance 
of  the  nation,  fifty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  freely  spent,  to 
fasten  and  extend  intemperance  in  the  country,  with  the  awful 
sacrifice  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  lives  on  its  ahars. 

Those  members  of  the  Society  who  projected  its  origin,  and 
those  also  wdio  assisted  in  its  formation,  will  recollect,  that  the 
great  end  which  we  aimed  to  accomplish  by  its  institution,  for- 
bade the  anticipation  of  an  immediate  impression  on  public  opin- 
ion and  manners,  so  deep  and  general,  as  to  attract  the  notice 
and  interest  the  feelings  of  the  people  at  large.  Aware  that  the 
habits  of  individuals  and  the  customs  of  society  are  slowly  chang- 
ed, especially  for  the  better,  we  were  prepared  to  toil  on  in  our 
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work  for  jears,  with  the  expectation  of  advancing  our  cause 
among  thoee  good  men  only,  who,  in  their  wisdom  as  well  as  in 
their  benevolence,  bear  a  likeness  to  Him,  who  '*  sees  the  end 
from  the  beginning."  But  now  a  brighter  prospect  opens  be- 
fore us.  The  evidence  supplied  by  difieroat,  and  even  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,  is  abundant,  that  the  public  generally 
will  not  merely  endure  the  measures  which  we  recommend,  but 
b  importunately  calling  for  their  speedy  execution.  The  obser- 
vatioDS  and  experience  of  moral  and  religious  men  have  for  ma- 
ny years  been  shaping  their  opinions  towards  the  form  which  this 
Society  haa  taken ;  and  to  this  cause  we  attribute  its  ready  recep- 
tion as  far  and  wide  as  it  has  been  known.  For,  while  neither 
your  Committee  nor  their  Agents  have  made  special  exertions  to 
form  auxiKary  Societies,  but  have  chiefly  insisted  in  their  com- 
RHinications  to  the  public,  on  the  necessity  of  systematic  and 
continued  eflforts  against  the  improper  use  of  spirituous  liquors, 
and  the  reasons  which  demand  the  separation  of  a  suitable  man 
to  be  permanently  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  temperance ;  we 
yet  leara  that  more  than  thirty  such  Societies  are  formed,  several 
of  whieb  are  commensurate  with  the  counties,  and  two  with  the 
states,  in  which  they  are  kx^ated.  As  the  proceedings  of  these 
Soeieties  have  not  yet  1>een  officially  communicated  to  us,  we 
are  unable  to  exhibit  an  authentic  statement  of  their  principles 
and  progress.  We  have  ascertained,  however,  that  they  are 
formed  substantially  on  the  same  basis  as  our  own,  and  have  thus 
far  been  in  a  Ingh  degree  successful. 

Several  of  the  principal  Medical  Societies  in  the  United 
States  have  eon6rmed  the  truth  of  our  opink)ns  relative  to  the 
pemicioiis  eflfects  of  ardent  spirits  on  health,  reason,  and  Kfe, 
even  wben  moderately  used  ;  and  they  have  moreover  denounced 
Ae  prevailing  belief  of  their  necessity  to  support  the  strength  of 
tbe  labouring  claases,  as  a  mischievous  and  fatal  error ;  neither 
do  they  attribute  to  them  any  efficacy  in  protecting  the  body 
from  the  incieflneacy  of  the  weather,  or  in  repelling  the  contagion 
of  infectious  diseases. 

No  class  of  our  citizens  have  so  many  opportunities  of  wit- 
the  ravages  of  imemperance  on  tbe  health  zvA  ^eXIu^ 
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of  mankiocl,  as  physicians,  and  we  have  therefore  found  no  order 
of  men  who  approve  our  plans  so  cordially  and  cooperate  with  us 
so  zealously,  as  they  do.  We  also  have  good  grounds  to  state 
that  the  ministers  of  the  Grospel  throughout  our  country  have  very 
generally,  both  in  their  private  capacity  and  in  their  several  eccle- 
siastical assemblies,  given  to  the  great  work  of  rescuing  our  land 
from  intemperance,  what  we  beforehand  could  not  have  avoided 
to  anticipate,  without  being  guilty  of  uncharilableness^  the  aid 
both  of  their  example  and  their  influence.  Particular  churches 
likewise  have  expressly  bound  themselves  to  abstain  from  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  except  for  medicinal  purposes ;  and  to  foN 
bear  giving  them  to  their  friends,  and  to  persons  in  their  employ- 
ment. Merchants  also  have  excluded  tliem  from  their  stores,  from 
the  conviction  that  they  cannot  sell  them  without  incurring  the  guilt 
of  being  accessory  to  the  crimes  and  miseries  which  folk)w  the 
consumption  of  strong  drink.  Neither  has  the  press  been  idle. 
The  religious  newspapers  have  devoted  a  larger  space  than  here- 
tofore in  their  columns  to  essays  and  statistical  paragraphs,  illus^ 
trative  of  the  multiform  evils  of  intemperance.  These  have  been 
copied  into  the  secular  journals,  accompanied  by  original  articles ; 
and  we  rejoice  to  add,  that  the  editors  of  very  many  newspa- 
pers have  conferred  invaluable  benefits  on  their  readers  and 
their  country  by  the  able  support  they  have  given  to  the  great 
cause  which  we  are  endeavouring  to  promote. 

A  Newspaper  under  the  title, ''  The  National  Philanthropist," 
devoted  chiefly  to  the  suppression  of  intemperance  and  its  kin- 
dred vices,  has  been  established  in  Boston ;  and  we  learn  from  its 
Editor,  that  it  receives  an  extended  and  increasing  patronage. 
Besides  a  number  of  well  written  single  sermons,  two  small  vol- 
umes, containing  each  a  series  of  masterly  discourses  on  the 
causes,  extent,  and  remedies  of  intemperance,  have  issued  irom 
the  press,  during  the  present  year,  and  have  been  very  widely  cir- 
culated. The  authors  of  these  sermons,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Palfrey,  are  entitled  to  the  special  gratitude  of 
Aeir  country. 

The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  suppression  of  Intempe- 
rance, after  having  laboured  for  the  last  iburteen  years  almost 
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akme,  and  in  the  face  of  many  discouragements,  continues  ;  and 
its  members,  with  new  zeal,  courage  and  success,  are  urging  on 
the  cause  common  to  us  both.  Their  annual  addresses,  particu- 
larly those  of  Dr.  Bradford  and  Mr.  Sprague,  are  so  well  adapt- 
ed to  enlighten  and  impress  the  public  mind,  that  we  hope  they 
may  be  universally  distributed.  Through  the  instrumentality  of 
these  causes,  the  necessity  and  practicability  of  a  general  refor- 
mation m  the  opinions  and  habits  of  the  people,  relative  to  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors,  has  become  the  subject  of  common  con- 
versation ;  and  that  this  reformation  is  already  begun,  and  is  rap- 
idly advancing,  is  known  to  us  all. 

It  is  not  however  so  much  the  number,  as  the  character  and 
datian  of  the  individuals  in  whom  this  change  for  the  better  has 
taken  place,  together  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  it,  which 
gives  importance  to  the  reformation  already  accomplished.  For, 
until  quite  recently,  the  several  varieties  of  distilled  spirits  were 
held  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  to  be,  if  iemperatdy  used, 
a  pleasant  and  salutary  beverage ;  essential  to  sustain  us  when 
labouring,  and  to  refresh  us  when  fatigued ;  an  indispensable  ar- 
ticie  also  on  the  hospitable  and  festive  board.  It  was  rarely  the 
case  that  an  individual  could  be  anywhere  found,  who  did  not 
confonn  to  the  common  usage.  Now,  although  excess  has  al- 
ways been  condemned,  and  in  various  ways  resisted,  yet  it  has 
been  to  litde  purpose ;  because,  owing  to  the  subtle  and  mis- 
chievous action  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  nervous  system,  and 
consequently  on  the  mental  and  moral  faculties,  the  use  of  them 
which  was  deemed  no  other  than  temperate,  led  multitudes,  ere 
they  were  aware  of  it,  to  excess  ;  and  that  too,  not  in  occasional 
instances  only,  but  to  habitual  and  incurable  drunkenness.  That 
debasement  of  the  mind,  and  depravation  of  the  body,  which  com- 
potes the  drunken  character  and  habit,  or  rather  we  should  say, 
produces  that  state^  is  effected  by  the  regular,  though  moderate 
consumption  of  the  insidious  beverage.  The  connexion  between 
moderate  indulgence  and  ultimate  excess,  is  formed  by  the  laws 
of  the  animal  economy.  It  is  oftentimes  interrupted,  it  is  true; 
yet  with  the  mass  of  any  community  where  ardent  spirits  are 
used  as  common  drink,  it  is  unbroken  ;  and  for  the  mo^l  ^%xXv 
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cannot  be  broken.  This  being  the  case,  the  only  method  ot 
deliyering  the  nation  at  large  from  intemperance,  is  to  abandon 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  altogether,  except  for  purposes  purely 
medicinal.  But  how  can  this  be  done  ?  How  can  twelve  mil- 
lions of  people,  by  whom  distilled  spirits  are  consumed  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  thousand  hogsheads  a  year,  be  brought  to 
abandon  a  custom  to  which  they  have  been  so  long  and  so  gene^ 
rally  addicted  f  Not  by  the  force  of  statutes  and  sherifis,  most 
surely.  Can  civil  government  control  the  fashions  of  a  nation  f 
Is  it  possible  to  regulate  by  law,  our  modes  of  dress,  diet,  and  so- 
cial intercourse  f  Shall  our  firesides,  tables,  and  closets,  be  in- 
spected by  constables  and  informers  f  The  most  despotic  gov- 
ernment on  earth  dare  not  interfere  with  national  manners  and 
customs,  be  they  ever  so  absurd  or  ruinous;  much  less  can 
measures  of  this  nature  be  even  attempted  in  our  own.  In  all 
.cases  of  this  nature  our  countrymen  will  govern  themselves  with- 
out the  interference  of  their  representatives ;  and  that  very  state  of 
public  opinion  which  authorises  legislative  provisions,  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  them,  so  far  as  the  majority  of  the  people  are 
concerned.  Most  certainly,  in  our  own  country,  if  not  elsewhere, 
national  vices  can  be  corrected  by  moral  means  only.-  But  to 
whom  shall  we  look  for  that  moral  influence,  except  to  those  who 
are  regarded  as  the  guides  and  lights  of  the  people  f  When 
those  exalted  men,— more  exalted  in  responsibility,  both  to  God 
and  to  man,  than  they  are  apt  to  be  aware  of,  on  whom  the  peo- 
ple rely  for  assistance  to  advance  their  welfare  in  this  world  and 
the  next,  shall  abandon  the  pernicious  practice  of  drinking  spirit- 
uous liquors ;  then  we  may  predict  with  certainty,  a  speedy  and 
general  reformation  of  the  people.  But  these  are  the  persons, 
who  in  very  considerable  numbers  have  done  so ;  and  their  re- 
formation is  beginning  to  be  extensively  felt.  The  salutary  inffii- 
ence  of  their  example  and  advice,  we  admit,  will  extend  to  those 
only,  who  have  a  regard  to  their  reputation  in  respecuble  and 
virtuous  society,  and  who  feel  the  force  of  moral  obligation.  But 
we  are  constrained  with  commiseration  for  their  wretchedness, 
to  advert  to  the  numbers  in  whom  these  sentiments  have  been 
destroyed  by  vicious  habits ;  together  with  a  great  and  increas- 
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iDg  multitude,  who  are  the  ofl&priog  of  vicious  pareuts,  and  have 
grovro  up  without  moral  and  religious  instructiou ; — whose  pur- 
suits are  sordid,  and  who  know  no  other  pleasures,  than  the  grat- 
ifieatioo  of  their  appetites,  and  the  social  enjoymeots  of  uuedu- 
caied  and  unchristian  people.  Over  these  intoxicating  liquors 
rule  with  absolute  sway.  They  are  to  th^m  the  most  important 
of  all  things,  and  in  many  cases  a  substitute  for  all  things.  To 
obtain  them,  they  sacrifice  their  all.  It  is  among  these,  that  the 
most  pernicious  effects  of  their  use  appear.  From  these,  our 
alms*bou8es,  hospitals,  prisons,  and  grave-yards  are  filled.  Now, 
bow  can  this  suffering  portion  of  our  countrymen,  and  their  for* 
loro  offspring,  be  recovered  from  ruin  for  time  and  eternity  f 
Public  worship  they  abhor.  The  Sabbath,  by  releasing  them 
iirom  labour,  only  afibrds  them  opportunity  to  glut  themselves 
with  uninterrupted  sensuality.  With  those,  who  alone  are  able 
and  disposed  to  promote  their  reformation,  they  have  no  inter* 
course ;  and  will  have  none,  because  they  dread  and  detest  the 
very  thought  of  repentance  and  amendment.  Against  ministers 
of  the  gospel  they  are  violently  prejudiced ;  and,  conscious  that 
they  are  objects  of  contempt  and  abhorrence  to  the  religious 
and  respectable  part  of  mankind,  they,  in  return,  regard  them 
with  distrust  and  hatred.  In  the  delirium  of  intoxication,  they 
find  a  transient  relief  from  hardship,  want,  and  disgrace.  Should 
you  tell  them  of  their  wretchedness,  they  know  it  already,  and 
much  more  thoroughly  than  you  can  inform  them.  Urge  on  them 
ibe  obligations  they  are  under  to  God,  their  families,  and  them- 
•elves,  to  draw  back  from  speedy  and  eternal  destruction ;  these  too 
tbey  feel,  and  at  times  witli  so  much  force  as  to  compel  them  to 
attempt  an  escape.  But  after  a  short  remission  of  the  excitement 
of  recent  ebriety,  a  train  of  sensations  ensues,  of  sharper  anguish 
Iban  tbey  are  able  to  bear ;  and  they  rush  to  their  cups  with  despe- 
ration and  fury.  They  prefer  the  anguish  of  a  thousand  deaths, 
to  that  racking  torment  which  follows  the  suspension  of  the  ac- 
(Bustomed  stimulus. 

The  only  possible  means  of  rescuing  these  victims  of  intempe- 
rance from  final  destruction,  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance 
still,  of  saving  their  children,  and  others  whose  condition  in 
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life  exposes  them  to  temptation,  from  the  same  hopeless  misery^ 
is  that  of  placing  ardent  spirits  out  of  their  reach.  There  are^ 
we  know,  instances  of  the  reformation  of  drunkards,  and  the 
voluntary  abstinence  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  humble  and  la- 
borious empbyments.  But  examples  of  these  are  exceedingly 
rare.  Intemperance  is  a  disease  both  of  the  body  and  the  mind, 
more  malignant  and  stubborn,  than  either  the  plague  or  insanity. 
As  many  as  three  fourths  of  the  insane  patients  received  into  hos- 
pitals, are  now  restored.  But  are  three  drunkards  of  every  four 
reclaimed  ?  ^'  Of  700  persons  attacked  by  the  plague  in  the 
District  of  LePtimo  in  Corfu  in  the  year  1815,  70  recovered."* 
But  is  one  drunkard  in  ten  rescued  ?  No — not  one  of  an  hun- 
dred— not  one  of  a  thousand.  That  the  generality  of  mankind, 
and  the  uneducated  and  laboring  classes  in  particular  will  resort 
to  intoxicating  substances,  and  to  those  especially  which  aflbrd 
the  most  exhilirating  excitement,  if  they  can  be  had,  the  expe* 
rience  of  all  nations  has  shown  ;  and  of  this  truth  our  own  na- 
tion is  an  awful  example.  "While  weak  and  irresolute  man," 
says  Dr.  Emlen,  "  has  access  to  spirituous  liquors,  we  can  see 
no  remedy  for  the  deplorable  evils  they  inflict  upon  him."  And 
again,  "  we  have  not  been  able  to  anticipate  any  eflicient  reme- 
dy (for  the  intemperance  of  the  nation,)  but  the  prohibition  entire- 
ly of  the  distillation  of  spirits  at  home,  and  their  introduction  from 
abroad."  "  But,"  he  continues,  "  it  may  be  said,  spirituous  li- 
quors are  for  some  purposes  indispensable.  We  know  them  not. 
Would  life  on  some  occasions  be  endangered  by  such  a  depriva- 
tion ?  We  would  reply — better  that  human  life  should  in  some 
instances  be  sacriflced  to  the  want  of  them,  than  suffer  the  infin- 
itely greater  sacrifice  of  lives  from  the  use  of  them,  and  the  mul- 
titude of  other  ills  they  inflict  on  society."  And  again ;  ''  We 
should  not  admit  of  the  popular  reasoning  as  applicable  here — 
that  the  abuse  of  a  thing  is  no  argument  against  its  use — all  use 
of  ardent  spirits  being  an  abuse.  They  are  mischievous  under  all 
circumstances ;  because,  however  moderately  they  may  be  used, 
they  lead  inevitably,  in  almost  every  instance,  if  continued,  to 

excess,  and  the  certain  destruction  of  life.     Every  victim  to  in- 

- 

•  Gregory^a  Practice  of  Physic,  Vol.  I.  p.  102. 
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temperance  at  first  thinks  hiraself  safe,  and  has  no  fear  of  conse- 
qaences ;  when  they  are  felt,  alas  !  he  is  then  a  sure  captive,  an 
abject  slave.  The  opinion  which  has  obtained  almost  universal- 
ly amongst  the  labouring  classes,  that  spirituous  liquors  are  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  undergo  the  bodily  fatigue  to  which 
they  are  subjected,  is  a  dangerous  and  fatal  error.  'I  have 
known,'  says  Dr.  Rush,  '  persons  who  followed  the  most  laborious 
employments  for  many  years,  in  the  open  air,  and  in  warm  and 
cold  weather,  who  never  drank  any  thing  but  water,  and  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  good  health.'  Dr.  Mosely,  who  resided  in  the 
West  Indies,  uses  this  language  in  relation  to  the  practice  of 
drinking  spirits  in  hot  latitudes  ;  ^  I  aver  from  my  own  knowl- 
edge and  custom,  as  well  as  from  the  custom  and  observation  of 
many  other  people,  that  those  who  drink  nothing  but  water,  or 
make  it  their  principal  drink,  are  but  little  affected  by  the  cli- 
mate, and  can  undergo  the  greatest  fatigue  without  inconvenience, 
and  are  not  so  subject  to  dangerous  and  troublesome  diseases.' 
Dr.  Bell  also  states,  ^  that  rum  when  used  habitually  and  moder- 
aidjfj  as  well  as  in  excessive  quantities,  in  the  West  Indies,  al- 
ways diminishes  the  strength  of  the  body,  and  renders  men  more 
susceptible  of  disease,  and  unfit  for  any  service  in  which  vigour 
or  activity  is  required."* 

*^  Of  the  employment  of  Ardent  Spirits  as  a  medicine,"  says 
Dr.  Chapman,  '*  I  shaU  say  nothing.  Excepting  some  of  the  ca- 
ses of  drunkards,  I  am  still  to  learn  the  disease,  in  which  they 
should  be  directed  in  preference  to  wine ;  and  no  practitioner, 
in  my  opinion,  is  warranted  in  sanctioning  their  use,  where 
wine  can  be  procured.  It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  every  one  ex- 
erci»ng  the  profession  of  medicine,  to  unite  with  the  moralist, 
the  divine,  and  the  economist,  in  discouraging  the  consumption  of 
those  baneful  articles ;  and  as  the  first  step  in  the  scheme  of  re- 
formation, to  discountenance  the  popular  notion  of  their  remed- 
ial efficacy.     Chained  by  a  species  of  infatuation  to  the  use  of 

*  Remarks  on  the  mischierous  effects  of  'Spirituous  Liquors  on  Society, 
^d  Uie  means  of  preventing^  them.  By  Samuel  Emlen,  M.  D.  one  of  the 
Physicians  of  the  PennsylTania  Hospital.  North  American  Medical  and  Soi^i- 
ral  Journal,  Vol.  III.  1827. 
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these  intoxicating  beverages,  as  fast  as  Prometheus  to  bis  rock, 
mankind  have  hitherto  seemed  equally  heedless  to  the  admoai- 
tions  of  the  wise,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  their  own  understand- 
ings. So  great  is  the  extent  of  their  mischievous  effects,  in  eve^ 
ry  vieWj  that  the  emptying  of  Pandora^s  box  was  but  the  type 
of  what  ha3  since  happened,  in  the  diffiision  of  rum,  brandy,  gin 
and  whiskey  among  the  human  species."^  '^The  act  of  extracl- 
ing  akoholic  liquors  from  vinous  liquors,"  says  Dr.  Parris  in  his 
Treatise  on  Diet,  p.  104,  ^'  must  be  regarded  as  the  greatest  curse 
ever  inflicted  on  human  nature."  We  might  adduce  in  confir* 
mation  of  the  opinions  above  quoted,  the  testimony  of  very  many 
of  the  most  celebrated  mcnlical  authors  and  living  physicians, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  if  it  were  necessary.  There  is  then  no 
reason  whatever  deducible  from  the  necessity  of  distilled  spirits 
as  an  essential  article  in  the  practice  of  physic,  to  oppose  their 
extermination,  ffthey  are  but  rarely  useful^  and  never  necesH^ 
ry;  if  they  are  always  dangerous^  and  commonly  ruinous  ;  uihy 
suffer  them  at  all  9 

But  how  can  so  mighty  an  inroad  on  tlie  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  as  is  implied  in  the 
annihilation  of  ardent  Spirits  be  safely,  or,  at  any  cost,  success- 
fully made  f  For  about  one  ninth  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  (assuming  that  of  Boston  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  1 826  to 
be  a  fair  example  of  the  whole,)  is  engaged  in  the  importation  of 
spirituous  liquors,  or  the  materials  for  making  them.f  About  one 
half  as  many  tons  of  domestic  spirits,  as  of  wheat  and  flour,  are  an* 
nually  produced,  taking  the  internal  trade  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  as  a 
specimen.  In  1826  there  were  shipped  at  Bufialo  453  tons  of 
Flour  and  Wheat,  and  305  tons  of  whiskey ;  and  in  1827,  2,609 
tons  of  flour  and  wheat,  and  1200  tons  of  whiskey,  j;  In  the  same 
state,  according  to  the  census  of  1825,  there  were  2,264 
grist  mills,  and  1,129  distilleries-— i.  e.  one  distillery  to  twogrist- 


*  Elements  of  Therapeuticks  and  Materia  Medica,  by  N.  Chapman,  M. 
D.  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Chemical  Practice 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Prest.  of  the  Academy  of  Med.  Phil. 
Vol.  II.  3  edit.  p.  137. 

t  Palfrey^s  8ennoni  on  Intemperance,  p.  9.  note. 

t  Journal  of  Commerce. 
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milku  There  are  (according  to  the  relative  proportion  in  the 
state  of  Ckmnecticut)*  about  sixty  five  thousand  stores  and  tar-* 
erns  where  ardent  spirits  are  retailed,  i.  e.  about  every  19th  fam- 
ily throughout  the  Union,  is  personally  interested  in  the  profits  of 
the  trade.  To  these  add  the  distillers,  who  are  not  less  than 
20,000f  more ;  and  the  importers,  together  -with  the  coasters, 
boatmen,  waggoners,  besides  coopers  and  other  mechanics,  all  of 
whom  derive  no  small  portion  of  their  subsistence  and  revenues 
fiK>m  the  extended  business  resulting  from  the  consumption  of 
distilled  spirits ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  nearly  all  the  farmers  of 
the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Western  States,  who  find  a  market  for 
their  grain  and  cider  at  the  distillery.  No  judicious  man,  in 
view  of  the  facts  just  mentioned,  can  for  a  moment  indulge  the 
supposition,  that  it  is  practicable  either  for  the  general  govern- 
ment, or  that  of  the  respective  states,  to  diminish  in  any  very  sen-* 
able  degree,  by  any  measures  which  they  might  be  induced  to 
adopt,  the  business  and  profits  of  so  large  a  part  of  the  population 
of  the  country.  As  in  the  case  of  the  personal  habits  already 
considered,  so  also  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ardent  spirits,  moral  influence  can  effect  a  revolution,  to  which 
the  strength  of  government  is  not  adequate.  Merchants  have  al- 
ready ID  very  considerable  numbers  discontinued  the  sale  of  these 
articles,  from  conscientious  motives.  Others  are  beginning  to 
perceive  that  they  are  in  danger  of  incurring  the  censures  of 
thoee  whose  esteem  they  are  not  willing  to  lose,  by  continuing  to 
supply  the  means  of  drunkenness  to  their  neighbours  and  custom- 
ers. This  will  be  the  result  in  every  part  of  our  country,  as 
800D  as  the  respectable  and  pious  cease  to  purchase  and  use 
these  noxious  substances.  Respectable  men  have  been  recon- 
ciled to  a  business  which  they  could  not  forbear  to  regard  as  in- 
jurious to  society  in  general,  by  the  countenance  they  have  re- 
ceived from  the  custom  of  the  most  exemplary  and  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  community.     Deprived  of  this,  and  having  no  other 

Till-  I      I  I      I  -----  -  .  ■_. 

*  Licanaed  retailen  in  Connneeticut  for  the  year  from  May  1696  to  May  19S7       1190 
Taverna,  taking  the  Cbonty  of  Fairfield  ai  an  average  for  the  State,  about  400 

Pbpalation  in  IfiSO,  375,348.  Total         1590 

t  Mr.  FlUdn  in  hit  Biatietica  of  Uie  United  Statea,  aaya  that  in  the  year  1810^  Umi«  ^mt% 
b  Ptanaylvania  3334  Diatilleriea,  p.  101. 
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purchasers  of  ardent  spirits  than  the  drunken  and  the  abandon- 
ed, they  will  revolt  at  the  disgusting  connexion,  and  quit  it  forev- 
er. When  upright  and  respectable  merchants  separate  them- 
selves from  all  participation  in  this  traffic,  it  will  be  continued  on- 
ly by  those  who  are  as  profligate  and  worthless  as  drunkards 
themselves.  Then  the  relation  between  the  sale  of  spirituous  li- 
quors and  the  production  of  pauperism,  crime,  madness,  and 
d  eath,  will  provoke  general  indignation.  And  when  it  is  laid  un- 
der the  ban  of  public  opinion,  the  arm  of  law  and  authority  will 
finish  the  work  which  is  now  so  hopefully  begun. 

It  is  obvious,  Gentlemen,  that  our  plan  is,  as  it  should  be,  nm- 
ple.  It  can  be  easily  understood  by  every  person.  Children 
can  comprehend  it.  To  be  extensively  efficient  and  permanent, 
it  must  remain  simple.  As  we  aim  to  preserve  from  contamina- 
tion the  rising  generation,  it  is  essential  that  our  reasoning  be  so 
plain,  that  they  can  readily  understand  it,  and  our  plan  so  simple 
and  easy  of  execution,  that  they  can  take  part  in  it.  As  we  pur- 
pose to  influence  others  by  our  example,  and  as  we  have  oppor- 
tunity, by  our  persuasion,  so  every  individual  in  all  the  conditions  of 
life  may  become  an  efficient  reformer ;  and  that  too  on  the  easi- 
est terms.  Nothing  more  is  asked  of  any  one,  than  just  to  let 
spirituous  liquors  alone^  and  to  let  it  be  known  that  he  does  so ; 
and  when  suitable  occasions  offer,  to  state  also  the  motives  of  his 
abstinence.  We  desire  no  one,  in  his  zeal  against  intemperance, 
to  resort  to  violence  in  any  shape.  A  gentle,  but  serious  and  res- 
olute refusal,  on  every  occasion,  and  in  every  place,  and  from  every 
hand,  to  taste  of  the  fatal  cup,  is  the  sharpest  weapon  to  be  wield- 
ed against  the  enemy.  As  to  the  personal  inconvenience  result- 
ing from  abstinence  ; — this  can  be  but  small  to  any  temperate 
man.  He  who  has  been  in  the  practice  of  using  but  a  little,  will 
part  with  but  a  little,  and  this  surely  is  but  a  little  sacrifice.  If 
any  one  of  reputed  sobriety  shrinks  from  entire  and  perpetual 
abstinence  as  a  hardship,  we  would  most  earnestly  implore  him 
to  pause  for  his  own  sake.  It  may  be  that  such  a  man  is  already 
too  far  gone  to  be  recovered.  The  more  reluctant  any  one  finds 
himself  to  adopt  the  resolution  to  abstain  forever ;  the  more  rea- 
son he  has  to  make  tliat  resolution  speedily  and  energetically. 
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We  are  aware  that  do  small  degree  of  decision  of  character  is  re- 
quisite to  enable  even  moral  and  religious  men  to  oppose  the  force 
of  custom  and  fashion.  Man  dreads  to  be  singular.  On  many 
occasions,  as  the  manners  of  general  society  are,  a  refusal  to  par- 
take of  the  social  glass  is  liable  to  be  unkindly  received ;  especial- 
ly to  withhold  the  accustomed  civility  of  offering  spirituous  liquors 
to  friends  and  visitors.  Our  labourers  also,  and  many  with  whom 
we  transact  business,  claim  a  supply  of  these  articles,  as  a  right ; 
and  if  they  be  not  furnished,  it  is  resented  as  an  injury.  These, 
we  admit,  are  obstacles,  and  serious  ones  too.  They  would  be 
insuperable,  if  we  proposed  to  the  friends  of  temperance  to  act 
singly.  But  by  means  of  Associations  in  every  place,  and  the  dis- 
courses, resolutions,  and  publications,  that  may  precede  and  follow 
them,  the  motives  of  those  who  shall  join  the  standard  of  sobri- 
ety will  be  exempted  from  the  imputation  of  meanness,  and  their 
conduct  be  shielded  from  all  reproach,  except  that  of  becoming 
*^  the  song  of  the  drunkard."  We  do  therefore  hold  it  to  be 
essential  to  the  deliverance  of  our  country  from  the  evils  under 
which  it  suffers,  for  every  sober,  virtuous,  and  religious  person, 
without  distinction,  to  give  the  sanction  of  his  name,  and  the 
weight  of  his  example,  to  the  cause  of  temperance. 

Your  Conunittee,  in  conclusion,  will  not  detain  you  with  a 
repetition  of  the  statements  of  the  extent  to  which  the  consump- 
tion of  ^*  strong  drink "  has  reached,  and  the  dismal  variety  of 
woe  which,  in  consequence,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
fiunilies  are  now  undergoing  in  this  otherwise  favoured  land. 
We  will  not  again  count  up  the  millions  of  silver  and  gold  spent 
oo  the  fuel  that  feeds  the  slow  fires,  which  night  and  day  are 
burning  three  hundred  thousand  human  sacrifices.  And  are 
these  fires  "  unquenchable,"  like  those  of  the  under  world } 
How  long  shall  the  smoke  of  these  altars  cover  the  whole  land 
with  darkness  ?  Shall  Moloch  reign  over  us  and  our  children 
forever  f  Mighty  and  Gracious  Saviour  !  from  whose  presence 
foul  spirits  flee  away,  come  and  deliver  us. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee^ 

NATHANIEL  HEWIT, 

General  Agent* 
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Henry  Homes. 

Rev.  William  Jenks,  d.  d. 

Joseph  Jenkins. 

Hon.  Heman  Lincoln. 

Edmund  Munroe,  Esq. 

Timothy  Merritt. 

Dmniel  Noyes. 


Boston^  Hon.  George  Odiome. 
•Hon.  William  Phillips. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Potter. 

John  C.  Proctor. 

David  Patten. 

Hardy  Ropes. 

William  Ropes,  Esq. 

John  Tappan. 

Bradford  Sumner,  Esq. 

John  C.  Warren,  m.  d. 

Samuel  H.  Walley. 

Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Wisner. 
BrookJUld^  Rev.  Thomas  Snell. 
Cambridge^  James  P.  Chaplin,  m.  d. 

Levi  Farwell. 

William  Hilliard,  Esq. 
Charltttoum^  Rev.  W'arren  Fay. 
Danvtrt^  James  Brown. 

•Rev.  Samuel  Walker. 
jLee,  Rev.  Alvan  Hyde,  d.  d. 
Leominster^  Hon.  Samuel  Strong. 
Lynn^  Rev.  John  Lindsey. 
MarbUhtad^  Hon.  William  Reed. 
Jfantueket^  Oliver  C.  Bartlett,  m.  d. 
JVetff  Bedford^  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes. 
Jfeteburyport^  William  Bartlet,  Esq. 

William  B.  Banister,  Esq. 

•Moses  Brown,  Esq. 

Rev.  Luther  F.  Dimmick. 
Northampton^  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates. 

Hon.  Lewis  Strong. 
JV.  Bridgeteatery  Rev.  D.  Huntington. 
Pitttfieldy  Edward  A.  Newton,  Esq. 
Salem^  Rev.  Lucius  Boles,  d.  d. 

Rev.  Brown  Emerson. 
Springfield^  Hon.  John  Hooker. 

Hon.  Seth  Sprague, 

Israel  Trask,  Esq. 
Stoekbridge^  Hon.  Joseph  Woodbridge. 
Taunton^  Hon.  Marcus  Morton. 
Wtathampton^  Rev.  Enoch  Hale. 
Wttt  SpringHeld^  Hon.  SamM  Lathrop. 
Worcester^  Rev.  Jonathan  Going. 

Hon.  Daniel  Waldo. 

Theophilus  Wheeler,  Esq. 
YarmotUk^  Henry  Thatcher,  Esq. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Bristol^  Rt.  Rev.  A.  V.  Oriswold,  DJ>. 
Providinee^  Hon.  NtchioUt  Btonm. 
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Providence^  William  Jenkina. 

Rev.  Francis    Wayland,   D.  D. 
Pres.  Brown  Univ. 

CONJ^ECTICUT. 
Fairfield,  Rev.  Nathaniel  He  wit. 
Hartford^  Rev.  Joel  Hawes. 

Daniel  Wadsworlb,  Esq. 
lAUhfield^  Hon.  Benjamin  Tallmadg^e. 
JVew  Aaren,  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  n.  d. 

LL.  D.  Pres.  Yale  College. 
/forwich,  William  P.  Green,  Esq. 
Sharon^  Hon.  John  C.  Bmith. 
Wtalhertfield^  Rev.  C.  Chapin,  i).  d. 

Rev.  Caleb  J.  Tenney. 

NEW  YORK, 
Albany,  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensellaer. 
AvLbum^  Rev.  James  Richards,  d.  d. 
Coxackie^  Abraham  Van  Dyck,  Esq. 


Otneva,^  Rev.  Henry  Axtell,  d.  d. 
New  York^  Ansel  W.  Ives,  M.  d. 

R«v.  T.  M*Aaley,  d.  d.  ll.  d. 

Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  d,  d. 

Arrtiur  Tappan,  Elsq. 
Schenectady,  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott,  d.d. 
Pres.  Union  College. 

NEIV  JERSEY. 
Newark^  Theodore  Frelinghnysen,  Esq. 
Princeton^  Samuel  Bayard,  Elsq. 
Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  d.  i>. 

PENNSYL  VANIA. 
Philadelphia^  Samuel  Emlen,  M.  D. 
Alexander  Henry,  Esq. 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq. 
Rev,  Thomas  S.  Skinner,  d.  d. 
Roberts  Vaux. 
Rt.  Rev.  William  White,  D.  d. 


BY  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THIRTY  DOLLARS  AND  UPWARDS. 


Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Boston. 

Joseph  Brewster,  New  York  city. 

Daniel  D.  Broadhead,  Boston. 

John  Brooks,  Salem. 

Rev.  M.  Bruen,  New  York  city. 

Josiah  Bumstead^  Boston. 

Cyrus  Butler,  Esq.  Providence,  R.  I, 

Jonathan  Carletoo,  Boston. 

Nathaniel  R.Cobb,  Do. 

T.  Cock,  M.  D.  New  York  city. 

Francis  Cook,  Wiscasset,  Me. 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  New  York  city. 

Pliny  Cutler,  Boston. 

Georre  Douglass,  New  York  city. 

E^ra  Dyer,  Boston. 

William  Ely,  Esq.  Hartford,  Conn. 

Jotiah  Little,  Newburyport. 

Rev.  Sylvanus  Haight,  Wilton,  Conn. 

R.  T.  Haines,  New  York  city. 

Calvin  Haven,     Boston. 

George  E.  Head,  Do. 

Henry  Hill,  Esq.    Do. 

George  J.  Homer,  Do. 

John  Hopkins,  Northampton. 

H«  Hudson,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Frederick  Hughes,  Salera. 

Hmmm  p.  Ives,  Providence,  R.  I. 


Rev.  J.  J.  Jane  way,  d.  d.  Philad.  Pa. 
William  Jenkins,  Providence,  EL  !• 
Jno.  W.  Jones,  Boston. 

Eliphalet  Kimball,        Do. 
Elijah  Mears,  Do. 

Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  d.  Philad.  Pa. 
Rev.  James  IVlilnor,  d.  d.  N  York  city. 
Rev.  Alfred  Mitchell,  Norwich,  Conn. 
J .  B.  H.  Odiorne,  Dover,  N.  H. 
William  Parker,  Boston. 
Thomas  Patten,     Do. 
Rev.  William  Patton,  New  York  city. 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  Do. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Phillips,  d.  d.  Do. 
Benjamin  Pickmao,  Salem. 
Alfred  Kichardson,  Boston. 
Henry  Rutgers,  New  York  city. 
Daniel  Saffnrd,  Boston. 
Ehenezer  i^hillaber,  Danvers. 
Charles  Sigourney,  Esq.  Hartford,  Ct. 
Rev.  T.  H.  Skinner,  d.  d.  PhUad.  Pa. 
Nathaniel  Stowel,  Worcester. 
George  Sutherland,  Boston. 
William  Trull,  Boston. 
FJijah  Upton,  Danvers. 
John  Watts,  m.  d.  New  York  city. 
Eliphalet  Williams,  Northampton. 


SUBSCRIPTIOirS 


TO  THE 

AMSRZCAN  SOCVT  FOa  THE  PROMOTION  OF  TBMPBRAKCE, 

From  February^  1826,  io  Jiorember  14,  1827. 


Amhtrtt^  Mass, 

Cong^.  Ch.  &  Soc.  by  Rer. 

R.  Washburn  12  50 

Jindover^  Mass. 

Leonard  Woods  500  00 

Samuel  Farrar  100  00 

Timothy  F\^g  ]0  00 

A.  J.  Gould  10  00 

Mary  Adams  1  00 

Ashby^  Mass, 

Cong^.  Ch.  k,  Soc.  by  James 

Blood,  Treas.  4  77 

Jhigusta^  Me. 

Benjamin  Tappan  10  00 

Jonathan  Belden,  jr.  2  00 
Cash  from  several  individ.      8  35 

John  Means  3  00 

Alfred  Redington  3  00 

M.  L.  Wheeler  2  00 

William  Bridge  2  00 

Henry  Williams  1  00 

£.  Craig  jun.  1  00 

A.  Howes  1  00 
James  Bridge  5  00 

B.  Brown  5  00 
Jno.  H.  Hartweil  1  00 

^9ih.Mt. 

Jno.  Hyde  10  00 

Wm.  Richardson  20  00 

Daniel  Marston  10  00 

Zina  Hyde  20  00 

Wm.  Dannell  15  00 

Nathn  Harding  5  00 

Samael  Davis  3  00 

Friend  20  00 

Thomas  Raslnnrrow  1  0(^ 

Ammi  R.  Mitchell  2  00 

6.  Trufant  5  00 

8.  G.  Bowman  5  00 

Benjamin  Ames  5  00 

6.  Richardson  2  00 

Joshua  Moody  1  00 

Joseph  Dannell  2  00 

E.  Hodgkins  2  00 

Jno.  W.  Rllingwood  5  00 

Seneca  White  5  00 

8Uas  Steams  3  00 


A.  Palmer  5  00 

Friend  2  00 

L.  Houghton  6  00 

J.  B.  Swanton  6  00 

Friend  2  00 

Friend  3  00 

Blandford^  Mass, 

Cong.  Ch.  &  Soc.  by  Dorus 

Clark  10  68 

Bolton,  Mass, 

S.  V.  S.  WUder  500  00 

Boston^  Mass, 

Henry  Homes  500  00 

J.  C.  Proctor  500  00 

John  Tappan  500  00 

William  Ropes  600  00 

Samuel  Hubbard  500  00 

Edmund  Munroe  250  00 

George  I.  Homer  125  00 

Daniel  Safford  100  00 

Joseph  Jenkins  100  00 

George  Odiome  100  00 

Geore^e  E.  Head  100  00 

Jno.  W.  Jones  100  00 

Nathaniel  R.  Cobb  100  00 

Pliny  Cutler  100  00 

Calvin  Haven  100  00 

Heman  Lincoln  100  00 

Eliphalet  Kimball  50  00 

Henry  Hill  50  00 

SamM  T.  Armstrong  50  00 

Alfred  Richardson  50  00 

Elijah  Mears  50  00 

Ezra  Dyer  50  00 

Jonathan  Carleton  50  00 

William  Trull  50  00 

Daniel  D.  Broadhead  50  00 

Thomas  Patten  50  00 

George  Sutherland  50  00 

William  Parker  50  00 

Josiah  Bumstead  50  00 

Daniel  Noyes  50  00 

Benjamin  Kimball  25  00 

Stillman  Lathrop  25  00 

John  Sullivan  25  00 

Samuel  Beal  35  00 

N.  WUlis  ^  ^ 


Thomu  Bwnall 

25  00 

CtkhttttT,  Conn. 

Wnimtn  Djer 

25  00 

Guy  BigelDw 
Dantert,  Jl£». 

5  00 

Caleb  Pratt 

»  00 

John  Templelon 

S5  00 

Elijah  Upton 

50  00 

Stephen  Cuahing 

as  00 

Ebfnezcr  ShilUber 

50  00 

Joseph  Debell 

35  00 

Henry  Cook 

10  00 

Jamts  Hutchinson 

U  Oft 

Abner  Sanger 

10  00 

Joho  f:atOD 

25  00 

Caleb  Smith 

10  00 

Peter  Stephenson 

S&  00 

Jonalhan  Shove 

10  00 

85  l» 

Caleb  L.  Fmit 

10  00 

William  W.  Mollej 

25  00 

Nathan  Poor 

6  00 

Mrs.  Josiah  Salisbarj 

20  00 

Benjamin  Jacobs 

500 

Marvia  Bnwker 

10  00 

Darid  Danieli 

5  00 

Rugfle.  Slack 

10  00 

John  MnrrisoQ 

5  00 

Tim»ihr  4.hley 

10  00 

JoitphShawiun, 

5  00 

John  Clark,  jun. 

10  00 

Roberts.  Uanieli 

5  00 

Thomas  Ran.t 

10  00 

Fitch  Pool 

10  00 

Preibury  Coffin 

10  00 

25  71 

lamta  VVhettle 

10  00 

Dovtr,  Jf.  H. 

John  LcmcD 

800 

J.  B.  U.  Odiorae 

50  00 

A  widow 

10  00 

A.  Pierce 

500 

Worthinglon  Hooker 

1  00 

AsaFn^eoiAn 

300 

A  frieod 

600 

James  Bartlett 

3  00 

JameiMelled-e 

soo 

D.  M.  Christie 

300 

Unknown 

10  00 

Je—e  Varney 

3  00 

Marria-c  fee  from  a  clenr 
matTby  Willi)  to  lUnS 

Jona.  C.  March 

5  00 

400 

S.  W.  Carr 

300 

From  New  Bedford  b;  WU 

B.  Barnes  jun. 

3  00 

lis  &  Rand. 

1  00 

Wm.  W  Scaver 

300 

AnouymouB  by  tfao  Pre*. 

500 

Cyrus  Gos! 

5  00 

Btidgrptri,  Conn. 

Jdo.  G.  Tilton 

3  00 

Mr.  Jone. 

300 

Jno.  risk 

5  00 

Mr.  VaU 

2  00 

Aia  A.  Tufti 

300 

Mr,  Porter 

1  00 

John  Gould 

600 

Bnm«nck,Me. 

Eli  French 

I  00 

Asa  Mead 

S  00 

John  William* 

5  00 

Friend 

4  00 

John  H.  Wheeler 

300 

Samuel  P.  Newman 

2  00 

O.  Washburn 

200 

John  Abbot 

10  00 

Wm.  Retidd 

1  00 

Caih 

600 

Solomon  Chiidi 

I  00 

A.  S.  Packard 

300 

Chirlei  Evans 

200 

WiUiaoi  Smyth 

200 

J.  H.  Cashing 

1  00 

JohD  Ferry 

200 

J.  Wheeler 

500 

Joiiab  P.  Tappan 

2  00 

J.  K.  Young 

3  00 

J.  M'Keen 

200 

J.  W.  Hayei 

6  00 

SUai  Baker 

1  00 

Wm.  Woodman 

3  00 

John  U.  ParMiu 

1  Oft 

Peter  CuihioF 

300 

<M.kilL,  JV.  r. 

John  Nfaon 

1  00 

Thomu  B.  Cook 

500 

George  W.  F.  Miller 

1  00 

CluirU*l«fn,Miut. 

John  Lcighton 

3  00 

Chester  Adami 

10  00 

ConlfiSution 

3D  74 

MalfhtwSltiUon 

10  00 

Kngluh  Jfashlxrurhood,  A".  J. 

.  Tufu 

6  00 

GustaTui  Abeel 

20  00 

Chtiler,  Matt. 

Extltr,  JV.  B. 

Rufus  Pomroy 

300 

10  00 

ChuUTfiM,Miui. 

luac  Hurd 

10  00 

CoDtr.  By  Iwac  Water) 

2  47 

Flavel  GrUwoId 

5  00 

Oeo^  SolliVBH 

Sberbuni  Blukt 

On  i'eanon 

Jacob  JVrkim 

Seth  Walker 

Wm.  Smith 

Jobo  Will  jams 

Nalh'l  Wetk! 

Gideon  L.  Soule 

J    Boardman 

Jonah  G.Smith 

Samael  T.  Moki 

Charle»  C.  P.  G«le 

Jonah  Foliom 

Timolhjr  Gridler 

Joseph  J.  Hoit 

John  GarilD«r 

HnralioG  Cilley 

Robert  Shute 

Gpor^  Gardiner 
FairfitU,  Conn. 

Seth  Pvrrj 

A  Female 

Walter  Perry 

"Wm.  Couch,  Greentanai 

R.  M,  Sherman 

Wm.  RnbiHson 

Thaddpua  Borr 
OoThata.  Me. 

ThoiDu  S.  Robie 

Tojjpan  llobie 

Feltr  Si-blej 

Bijtx  M.  Edirardi 

Jacob  S.  Smith 


J.  Pier 


John  Lincoln 

Samuel  Sti'phenKin 

Robcrl  John'OD,  jttn. 

Samuel  Lintolu 

Jo*eph  Barbour 

Junes  Smith 

George  lii^ht 

}intti  H.  MorU4 

Reuben  Naion 

Samncl  Paine 

R.  A.  L.  Codmu 

Charles  Freeman 

Samuel  Clark,  jo q. 

Thaddeus  Pomeroj 

0««Be  Fogg 

Charles  Hunt 
QnanBith  Wat,  Conn, 

Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc. 
Grslon,  Mat; 

Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc.  bj  Mr. 
Todd 
fiMUty,  Meat.  Cong.  Ch.  and 

Soc.  hy  Mr.  Woodbridge  S7  ]& 


fi  00 

£  00 

1  00 

1  00 

300 

600 

300 

1  00 

SOO 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

Z6  00 

15  00 

8  00 

10  00 

5  00 

3  00 

1  00 

40  00 

10  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

3  00 

3  00 

3  00 

1  00 

300 

1  00 

1  00 

300 

1  00 

200 

too 

2  00 

200 

3  00 

1  00 

1  00 

16  40 

17  50 

27  15 

HaUmotU,  Mt. 

John  J.  P.  DmaoDt 
Charles  Dammer 

EbMj.MrDole 
William  Slichney 
BuDjamiD  Violet 
t^ralm  Mayo 
William  Clark 
Gcrshom  F  Coi 
Samuel  Moody 
G.  VV  Dww 
Calvin  Spaulding 
Simon  Page 
John  Folsom 
Lab  an  Lincoln 
E.  G.  Weld 
James  Oow 
Daniel  Cheiiman 
Nathan  Moody 
John  Low  el 
John  Dunn 
George  B.  Cheerer 
George  Pollard 
Sulliran  Kendall 
Ira  Cois 
Seth  Pitts 
E.  Cloodale 
H.  K.  Ware 
SarnuKl  Nelson 
David  Page 
Joseph  Achlin 
Nathan  Batchelder 
Thomas  Uenoii 
Jpicph  Wing^le 
Elias  Bond 
fllfrtd  Martin 
WilJiim  H.  Hayden 

Hanky,  W.  Fat.  Moat. 
Contr.  by  J,  Groat 

Bartfori,  Cann, 

Charles  Sigoumey 
H.  Hudson 
Friend 
William  Ely 
Robert  Anderson 
R.  Langdon 
Julius  Catlin 
B.  Hudson 
Joaeph  M.  Uerrow 
Walter  Mitchell 
Robert  WathiDKm 
A.  Kingsbury 
Horace  Bun- 
Oliver  D.  Cooke 
A.  M.  Collins 
Cash 


SO  00 
10  00 
6  00 

5  00 
fi  00 

6  00 


1  00 
6  00 
5  00 


1  00 
I  00 
3  00 
1  00 
1  00 
9  00 
200 


50  00 
60  00 
60  00 
40  00 
15  00 
6  00 
5  00 
5  00 
3  00 
10  00 
10  00 

5  00 

6  00 


/,«,  jr<u>. 

JV«a  Bavtn,  Conn. 

CcDg.  Ch.  and  Soc.  by  Dr 

W.  llolchkiM 

10  OD 

Hyde 

la  00 

Eli  [Te> 

10  00 

LtKTttt,  Matt. 

Jamei  Donag«« 

10  00 

Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc.  bj  Mr 

Stephen  Twining 

uoo 

cSlbQn. 

3  10 

Sam')  J.  Hitchcock 

10  00 

MarbUhrad,  JVu.. 

Timothy  Bishop 

to  00 

Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc.  by  Mr 

Aleiander  C.  l-wining: 

10  00 

Dlna 

90  SO 

Jamea  Kp.  Dean 
N.  tt  S.  S.  Jocelyn 

soo 

Middlmvm.  Conn. 

500 

N   ['artridgi: 

10  00 

Ci(jo/M»r«r*. 

Ca.b          *■ 

5  00 

Artbar  Tappan 

500  00 

Jtmury,  M«tt. 

Henry  Ruteer. 
AuBon  G.  Phelpi 

100  00 

Joipph  Goffe 

1  00 

100  00 

JftrlA/ord,  Conn. 

R.  T.  Hainei 

100  00 

Matthew  Noyea 

10  00 

M.  Bruen 

MOO 

/ffu  B<d/ord,  Jtffl... 

Samuel  H.  Coi 

so  00 

Contr.  tiv  O.  F.  Perry 

9  00 

JameiMilnot 

60  00 

Wm.  Patlon 

60  00 

William  Darllet 

600  00 

John  Watl. 

60  00 

Mote,  Brown 

500  00 

T.  Cock 

60  00 

Joiiah  LitUe 

lOU  00 

Wm.  w,  Phillip) 

60  00 

William  ii.  BatiHliT 

60  00 

George  Douglai 

60  00 

Jo^phS.  i'ikP 

36  00 

Joteph  Hrew.Ler 

30  no 

■l-hoMM  M.  Clark 

S6  Ol> 

J.  M.  Matthew. 

X5  00 

Edward  Bartlet 

10  00 

-Marcui  Wilbur 

SSO0 

Cbarlcs  Emeruiu 

10  00 

Micah  Baldwin 

to  00 

Daniel  Dana 

6  00 

J.  Collini 

10  00 

L.  F.  Dlmmick 

5  00 

10  0* 

Rathaniel  Rogera 

10  DO 

10  00 

Friend 

1  00 

ArcUbald  .VMotyre 

10  00 

Do. 

1  00 

JameiC.  Bliu 

10  00 

10  00 

MoK>  Allen 

10  00 

Eichard  Pike 

S  00 

A.  Anderaon 

600 

C.  T. 

1  00 

JWoI'G,  llailockftCn. 

600 

Phillip  Coomb. 

600 

Woi.  Chaunc-y 

600 

Green  Sanborn 

6  00 

0.  Starr 

600 

A  Friend 

«00 

John  P.  Hayen 

300 

Jobn  Bailey 

1  OO 

N.  Taylor 

300 

EliM  Haakell 

1  00 

J.  C.  Brigham 

SOO 

8an.'l  T.  De  Ford 

1  00 

D.  Fan^aw 

300 

Alfred  W.  Pike 

9  00 

E.  Keeler 

too 

MoK.  Kimball 

soo 

Mr.  M'Murtay 

500 

Jacob  Noye>,jun. 

1  00 

Caih 

1  00 

£.  Stedm^ 

soo 

Thoma.  Eddy 

10  00 

Leouard  Withington 

6  00 

Henry  .M'Elderry 

90  00 

Fitiwilliam  Rogeri 

300 

ybrlhamplon.  Matt. 

JameiCaldwtIt 

300 

Eliphalet  WUIiaai 

100  00 

John  Harron 

6  00 

Lewii  Strone 

100  00 

Samuels  Plumer 

SOO 

iohn  Hopkins 

60  00 

Eijen'   Stone 

500 

S.  SliKliIardjun. 

s&oo 

Michael  Wornwted 

I  00 

D.S.Whitney 

16  00 

Gardner  B.  Perry.  Bradford  tO  Oo 

Enoi  Clark 

10  00 

^braliam  Wbeelwrigbl 

10  00 

GenrgK  Bridgman 

10  00 

Nath'l  Rogcri 

10  00 

E.  S.  I'htlp. 

10  00 

Jttif  Ilarl/ord,  Conn. 

A  Friend 

soo 

Cynii  Vale 

10  00 

33 


Jiorth  Yamumthy  Me, 
Daniel  Mitchell 
Thomas  Chase,  jun. 
W.  R.  Stockbrid^ 
Phillip  Eastman 
Joseph  Shennan 
Alonzo  King 
Edmand  Clearj 
Samuel  Sfireetser 
Asa  Cummings 
Jacob  Mitchell  . 
Noah  Cresy 
Hiram  Hatch 
Friend 

JVafwtfA,  Conn, 

WUliam  P.  Green 
Alfred  Mitchell 
William  C.  Oilman 
Samnel  Arery 
Friend 

Peterborough^  J,  B.  N. 

PkOadelpkia,  Pa. 

Thomas  S.  Skinner 
J.  J.  Jaoeway 

C.  D.  Meigs 
Samuel  Emlen 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Lloyd 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge 
Peter  Labagh 

Portland^  Me, 
Levi  Cutter 
John  D.  Gardner 
J.  F.  Brown 
Joseph  M.  Oerrish 
R.  Lincoln 

D.  M.  Cutter 
Blancbard  &  Steel 
Barnabas  Bartol 
John  How 
William  Swan 

H.  Smith 
J.  A.  Smith 
William  Oxnard 
WiUiam  Wood 
H.  S.  Pearson 
WUliam  W.  Thomas 
Horatio  Southgate 
Reuben  Mitchell 
William  Cutter 
Henry  Goddard 
Cash 

Joseph  Adams 
OliTer  Everett 
P.  S.  Ten  Broeck 
Thomas  Forsaith 
Isaac  Smith 


6  00 
5  00 
1  00 
1  00 

1  00 

2  00 


1 
2 


00 
00 


2  00 


2 
1 
1 


00 
00 
00 


1  00 

1000  00 

50  00 

20  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

50  00 

50  00 

60  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

2  00 

10  00 

10  00 
5  00 

10  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

10  00 
5  00 

10  00 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


10  00 


1 
5 
5 
5 
5 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


10  00 


Benjamin  Coilimaii 
Oliver  B   Dorrance 
Luther  Dana 
Marcus  Quincy 
Eleazer  Wyer 
R.  King  Porter 
John  Chute 
Jonathan  Fisher 
D.  Greely 
John  Coe 
John  Bartels 
Edward  W.  Baker 
Cash 

Joseph  Owen 
WUliam  Hyde 
Nathan  Kinsman 
Albion  K.  Parris 
David  Dana 
Cash 

Joseph  Swift 
Joseph  Pope 
Phillip  Greely 
Cash 
Do. 
Do. 
J.  Waterhouse 
Thomas  Warren 
Cash 

S.  E.  MerrUl 
Wilh'am  C.  Mitchell 
Jno.  Dow 
J.  Quincy 
Peter  Lunt 
Ansel  Clark 
Knight  &  Peterson 
A  Shaw 
H.  Seaver 
Joseph  Noble 
Thomas  Breck 
Benjamin  Radford 
Friend 
Providence^  R,  /. 
Nicholas  Brown 
William  Jenkins 
Thomas  P.  Ives 
Cyrus  Butler 
Thomas  Burgess 
Benjamin  Abom 
Amasa  Mason 
Charles  Dyer 
Benjamin  Hoppin 
Benjamin  Dyer,  jun. 
Zachariah  Allen 
John  Howland 
Anthony  B.  Arnold 
Alexander  Jones 
N.  B.  Crocker 


6  00 

5  00 

10  00 

6  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

290 

2  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

2  00 

3  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

10  00 

1  00 

5  00 

3  00 

5  00 

5  00 

2  00 

300 

3  00 

6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

10  00 

2  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

1  50 

50  00 

30  00 

30  00 

30  00 

10  00 

10  80 

10  00 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

500 

%«^ 

5 
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Thomas  T.  Waterman 

Joseph  L.  Tillinghast 

S.  Nig^htingale 

James  Wilson 

Usher  Parsons 

Elisha  Dyer 

Josiah  Chapin 

Thomas  Hoppin 

Stephen  Waterman 

Cash  from  several  persons 

Walter  Paine 

W,  A.  Burg^ess 

Samson  Almy 
Rekoboth^  Mass. 

Contr.  by  Thomas  Vernon 
Rochester^  A*.  H, 

D.  Barker,  jun. 

James  Hanson,  Jan. 

Wm.  O.  Webster 

A  Friend 

William  Hurd 

John  M^Duffie 
Rochester^  A".  Y. 

Josiah  Russell 
Rtifalston^  Mass, 

£.  Perkins 
SaUm,  Mass. 

Benjamin  Pickman 

Frederick  Hughes 

John  Brooks 

S.  H.  Archer 

Isaac  P.  Foster 

Daniel  xMillet 

Timothy  Chamberlain 

John  Dike 

William  Brown 

Ephrain}  Brown 

Ebenezer  Fox 
Sh^eld^  Mass. 

Contr.  by  F.  Barnard 
South  Berwick^  Me, 

Edward  P.  Ha>'man 

Wm.  A.  Hayes 

Josiah  W,  SeaTer 

Thomas  Lugph 

Timo.  Furg^uson 

J.  W.  Pierce 

Samuel  Parks 

Isaac  Holton 

Charles  Miller 

N.  L.  Foote 

Wm.  Hiffht 

Benjamin  Green 

Jordan  Goodwin 

Charles  Tafton 

Charles  £.  Naten 
Asa  Hunting 


2  00 

5  00 

5  00 

2  00 

2  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  06 

5  00 

21  00 

5  00 

5  00 

2  00 
6  00 

3  00 

5  00 
1  00 

1  00 

2  00 
1  00 

50  00 

1  00 

200  00 
100  00 
50  00 
26  00 
25  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

6  50 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


2  00 
1  00 

1  00 

3  00 

2  00 

3  00 
2  00 
1  00 


George  W.  Campbell 
Wm   Smith 
Christopher  Howe 
Nicholas  Hanson 
G.  C.  Wallingford 
John  Frost 

A.  Burleigh 
Thomas  Jewett 
Daniel  G.  Thomson 
Charles  N.  Cogswell 
John  G.  Thpmson 
James  Clark 
Friend 

Cash 
Friend 
Somersieorth^  AT.  H.  {Oreai 
Benjamin  Baker 
C.  C.  Wolcott 
John  G.  Chase 
Charles  E.  Bartlett 

B.  F.  Gridley 
T.  T.  Baker 
Moses  Bates 
Jabez  Hill 
Hervey  Ingersoll 
John  Sangor 
David  Folsom 
Warner  Marsh 
Calvin  Symmes 
Raymond  Mather 
J.  S.  Stan  wood 
Sylvanus  Rowcll 
Josiah  Tilden 
David  T.  Harris 
Joseph  Meloon 
David  Selleck 
Joseph  Dykes 
Friends 

Nathaniel  Wentworth 
Job  Harris 

J.  L.  Pierce 

G.  Emerson 

John  Crosby 

John  C.  Smith 

Josiah  C.  Hawes 

Cash 

Richard  Crease 

Cash 
South  Reading^  Mass, 

Individuals 
Stamford^  Conn. 

Contr.  Chh.  &  Soc. 
Stratford^  Conn. 

Joseph  Otis 
Sutton^  Mass. 

Friends  to  the  Soc, 


500 

1  00 

100 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

2  00 

1  00 

200 

1  00 

1  00« 

6  00 

I  00 

5  00 

FmUs,) 

3  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

3  00 

1  00 

1  00 

6  00 

5  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

5  00 

1  00 

6  00 

1  00 

1  00 

3  00 

2  00 

3  00 

2  00 

2  68 

1  00 

3  00 

3  00 

I  00 

2  00 

1  00 

1  00 

5  00 

1  00 

6  00 

7  30 

6  50 

10  00 

5  00 
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Tauntim^  Mast, 

Marrufl  Morton 
West  Hampton^  Mast, 

Contr.  by  E.  Hale 
West  Springfield^  Mass, 

Contr.  by  Mr.  Sprague 
Ware^  Mass, 

Contr.  by  A.  B.  Reed 
Whately^  Mass. 

Contr.  by  L.  J.  Bates 
WHmington^  Mass, 

Coijtr.  by  F.  Reynolds 
Wilton^  Conn, 

Contr.  Chh.  &  Soc. 
Wiscasset^  Me. 

Francis  Cook 

Richard  H.  Locke 

Jotham  Parsons 

Silas  Payson 


William  Stacy 

5  00 

100  00 

Ebenezer  Hilts 

5  00 

N.  Coffin 

10  00 

5  81 

W.  Rice 

2  00 

A  poor  woman 

1     00 

14  61 

Worcester^  Mass, 

I«athM  Stowel 

50  00 

8  00 

Gardiner  Burbank 

20  00 

Wm.  Trowbridge  jan. 

10  00 

6  57 

Wm.  Browee 

10  00 

Lewis  Thayer 

10  00 

5  00 

Ephraim  C.  Stowel 

10  00 

Wm.  Manning 

3  00 

6  00 

Charles  Manning 

300 

Jonathan  Going 

10  00 

50  00 

Francis  Bliss 

10  00 

SO  00 

Daniel  Stone 

10  00 

10  00 

Cash 

2  46 

10  00 

NoTX.  We  are  apprehensive  that  errors  in  some  of  the  foregoing  namei 
wQl  be  foand  by  onr  readers.  Our  apology  is,  the  difficulty  of  deciphering 
them,  as  they  are  written  in  the  subscription  book.  As  many  of  them  were 
written  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  hurry  of  a  public  meeting,  it  wiU  not  excite 
surprise,  that  they  should  be  found  in  some  instances  almost,  if  not  quite,  iUe« 
gible. 


O^r  Those  gentlemen  who  kindly  engaged  to  collect  the  unpaid  subscrip- 
tions in  several  places^  are  requested  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  to  finish 
their  collections  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 


APPENDIX. 


Extracts  from  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Massachusetti 
Society  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance, — Nov.  5,  1827. 

^^  NoTwiTHSTAKDiNo  the  great  extent  to  which  intemperance  still 
continues  to  .prevail  in  our  country,  there  seems  to  be  abundant  reason 
for  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  for  the  degree  of  success  which 
has  attended  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  for  its  suppression. 
A  decided  change  has  been  taking  place  in  public  sentiment  and  feel- 
ing upon  this  subject.  The  time  has  not  long  been  past,  since  the  pro- 
jects of  such  societies  as  this,  were  looked  upon  as  chimerical  and  ro- 
mantic. Many  even  of  those  who  were  fully  aware  of  the  extent  and 
dangers  of  the  practice  of  drinking,  and  deeply  lamented  the  conse- 
quences which  it  was  likely  to  entail  upon  our  country,  were  yet 
averse  to  any  attempt  at  reformation,  from  a  settled  conviction  of  its 
impracticability.  But  it  is  believed  that  this  feeling  is  now  rapidly 
ceasing  to  exist.  The  public  mind  is  fully  awake,  and  a  general  con- 
viction seems  to  exist,  that  something  may  be  done,  and  a  general  de- 
termination that  something  sHqU  be  done.  We  see  evidences  of  the 
interest  taken  in  this  subject,  in  the  strenuous  and  multiplied  exertions 
which  are  making  in  every  direction,  to  inform  public  opinion  and  to 
restrain  the  vicious  In  their  indulgence.  Scarcely  a  week  passes,  in 
which  the  public  journals  do  not  bring  us  accounts  of  increased  zeal 
and  new  exertions  from  every  quarter  of  our  Commonwealth.^' 

^'  But  not  only  has  public  attention  been  awakened,  but  an  actual 
impression  seems  to  have  been  made  upon  some  of  the  strong  holds  of 
this  vice.  Not  that  drunkards  have  been  reclaimed,  or  drinking  hou- 
ses closed,  but  that  a  change  is  taking  place  in  many  of  those  customs 
and  opinions  the  indirect  tendency  of  which,  is,  to  lead  men  to  these 
resorts  and  finally  to  make  them  drunkards.  It  is  becoming  unfashion- 
able to  drink  spirits  in  decent  company ;  it  is  no  longer  considered  as 
a  necessary  mark  of  hospitality  to  offer  them ;  nay,  in  some  circles  it 
would  be  almost  considered  a  want  of  good  breeding  to  offer,  or  to  par- 
take of  them.  People  are  beginning  to  yield  to  the  conviction  that 
they  are  injurious  to  health  even  when  used  in  moderation.  They 
no  longer  disgrace  by  their  presence  the  tables  of  refreshment  which 
are  spread  upon  public  and  solemn  occasions ;  and  although  they  are 
still  sometimes  encountered  where  they  never  should  be  permitted  to 
appear,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  improvement  which  has  begun 
will  go  on,  and  they  will  be  at  length  universally  banished. 
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*^  An  eyidence  of  this  change  is  derived  from  statements  of  an  actaal 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  spirits  consumed  in  different  places.  It 
has  been  stated  on  the  authority  of  persons  dealing  in  these  articles, 
that  the  quantity,  which  they  have  sold  or  distilled  in  this  plafie,  [Boston] 
has  sensibly  diminished  during  the  past  year.  It  is  also  known  that  in 
many  towns  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  much  smaller  quantities 
have  been  bought  for  retail,  than  usual ;  and  in  some  instances  the  re- 
tailers have  themselves  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  up  entire- 
ly the  retailing  of  spirits,  convinced  of  their  baneful  influence,  and  un- 
willing to  be  made  the  instruments  of  so  preat  an  injury  to  society .^^ 

^^  It  seems  now  to  be  generally  admitted,  by  those  who  have  had  an 
opportunity  for  observation,  or  have  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  various  facts  which  have  been  collected  with  regard  to  intempe- 
rance, that  we  are  to  attribute  much  of  the  prevalence  of  immoderute 
drinking^  to  the  erroneous  opinions  and  practices  of  society  with  re- 
gard to  moderate  drinking.  No  man,  probably,  ever  became  at  once  a 
drunkard.  Drunkards  have  all  once  been  moderate  drinkers^  and  have 
only  gradually  and  insensibly  become  immoderate  drinkers.  It  would 
seem,  then,  that  there  must  be  something  wrong  in  this  habit  of  mod- 
erate drinking,  since  it  leads,  in  so  large  a  proportion  of  cases,  to  so 
deplorable  a  result. 

^^  What  then  is  the  origin  of  this  custom  of  moderate  drinking,  which 
has  prevailed  so  universally  among  the  people  of  this  country  ?  Is  it 
merely  the  cheapness  of  ardent  spirits  and  the  facility  with  which  they 
may  be  obtained  ?  These  causes  no  doubt  contribute  most  powerfully 
to  couYert  moderate  drinkers  into  drunkards ;  but  not  altogether  to 
originate  the  custom  of  moderate  drinking  itself  Opium  is  a  stimulus, 
to  most  persons  very  pleasant  in  its  effects,  not  so  dear  as  spirituous 
liquors,  as  easily  obtained,  and  less  injurious  to  health.  Yet  an  opium 
eater  is  comparatively  rare,  while  the  majority  use  spirits  in  some 
form  and  to  some  extent.  If  it  be  not  the  cheapness  which  has  made 
the  use  of  spirits  on  ordinary  occasions  so  common,  to  what  are  we  to 
ittribute  it  ?  PrincipaHy,  it  is  apprehended,  to  the  opinion  so  general- 
ly entertained,  that,  when  used  in  moderation,  they  are  innocent  or 
even  salutary;  that  they  are  a  necessary  support  during  labor,  and  a 
protection  against  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  to 
iN>dily  hardship  of  every  kind.  It  is  remarkable,  to  recur  again  to  the 
illustration  derived  from  opium,  that  those  persons  who  have  become 
persuaded  that  the  moderate  use  of  this  drug  is  necessary  to  their  health, 
their  preservation  from  disease,  or  to  the  support  of  their  sinking  spirits, 
are  liable  to  fall  into  its  excessive  use,  exactly  hs- moderate  drinkers  fall 
into  the  excessive  use  of  anient  spirits.  It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  that 
in  those  countries  where  opium  is  used  as  a  stimulant,  where  it  is  as 
cheap,  or  cheaper  than  spirit  with  us,  and  as  accessible  to  all  classes 
of  society,  still  opium  eating  does  not  become  so  common  a  vice,  be- 
canse  the  drug  itself  never  ceases  to  be  held  in  common  opinion  as  a 
Qiedicine  or  a  poison." 
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MasHickusetts  Medical  Society. 

This  Society  held  its  Annual  Meeting  in  Boston  on  Wednesday  the 
6th  inst  jpbysicians  from  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  attended 
the  Meeting,  and  adopted  with  great  unanimity  the  following  Pream* 
ble  and  Resolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Whereas,  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  habitual  and  intem- 
perate use  of  ardent  spirits,  is  oAen  the  consequence  of  an  opinion  that 
such  liquids  contribute  to  the  health  of  man, — and 

Whereas^  It  seems  to  be  a  duty  peculiarly  belonging  to  this  Society, 
to  oppose  and  correct  so  insidious  an  error : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  1st,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the 
constant  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  a  source  of  strength  and  vigour ; 
but  that  it  is  generally  productive  of  weakness  and  disease. 

Resolved,  2dly,  That  this  Society  agree  to  discourage  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  as  much  as  lies  in  their  power;  and  for  this  purpose,  to 
discontinue  the  employment  of  spirituous  preparations  of  medicine, 
whenever  they  can  find  substitutes;  and  when  compelled  to  use  them 
for  any  gpreat  length  of  time,  to  warn  the  patient  of  the  danger  of  form- 
ing  an  unconquerable  and  fatal  habit. 

Resolved,  3dly,  That  the  excessive  and  constant  use  of  wine  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Society,  a  cause  of  many  diseases;  and  that,  though 
it  is  useful  in  some  of  them,  (as  in  the  stage  of  weakness  in  fever,)  its 
use  is,  in  these  cases,  often  carried  too  far  and  continued  too  long. 

Resolved,  4thly,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the  most  salu- 
tary drink  for  the  general  use  of  man  is  Water ;  and  that  even  this 
pure  liquid  must  be  employed  in  a  rational  and  discreet  manner,  es- 
pecially in  hot  weather  ;  and  that  if  we  were  called  on  to  recommend 
some  drink  of  a  more  stimulating  quality,  we  should  advise  the  use  of 
Malt  Liquors. 

Resolved,  lastly^  That  this  Society  will  use  the  skill  of  its  Members, 
in  ascertaining  the  best  modes  of  preventing  and  of  curing  the  habit  of 
intemperance  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  a  premium  of  Fifty  Dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  dissertation  on  the  subject ;  which,  after 
being  approved  by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  and  afterwards  printed ;  and  that  the  authors 
be  requested  to  point  out  the  circumstances  in  which  an  abandonment 
of  the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is  dangerous,  and  also  the  ef- 
fects of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits  on  the  different  organs  of 
the  animal  economy. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  last  Resolution,  the  Subscriber  gives  notice, 
that  the  Counsellors  have  directed  that  all  Dissertations  must  be  sent 
to  him,  post  paid,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  March,  1828  ;  and  that  each 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  paper,  containing  the  name  of  the 
author ;  and  the  premium  will  be  paid  to  the  successful  candidate  in 
money,  or  by  a  medal,  or  a  piece  of  plate^  at  his  option. 

GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
Rec.  Sec,  qfthe  Mass.  Medical  Society. 

Boston,  June  6tli,  1827. 
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Weitem  District  jYew  Hampshire  Medical  Sodeiy. 

The  Western  District  of  the  N.  H.  Medical  Society,  at  their  ammal 
meeting  in  Keeoe,  May  3d,  unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  appear  in  the  Vermont  Chronicle  : 

Ist,  That|  being /convinced  the  constant  or  excessive  use  of  ardent 
spirits  is  an  alarming  source  of  disease,  we  will  use  our  influence,  as 
we  are  in  duty  bound,  to  check  the  spread  of  this  epidemic,  alike  fa- 
tal to  the  morals  and  health  of  those  who  become  willing  victims  to 
its  contagion. 

2d,  That  we  disapprove  of  the  former  practice  of  physicians,  which 
is  too  much  adopted  by  some  of  the  present  day,  of  prescribing  ardent 
spirits,  either  in  their  simple  state  or  medicated  with  bitters,  &c.,  to 
patients  in  chronic  affections  and  in  the  stage  of  convalescence  of  most 
diseases,  as  the  operation  tends  to  confirm  or  reproduce  the  primary 
complaint — and  what  is  not  less  pernicious,  to  create  an  habitual  de- 
sire for  their  continuance,  till  the  subjects  of  this  ill-advised  practice^ 
insensibly,  become  slaves  to  Intemperance. 

3d,  That,  believing  the  too  prevalent  opinion  that  spirituous  drinks 
have  a  tendency  to  protect  the  system  from  disease,  when  exposed  to 
the  atmosphere  of  th.e  sick  room,  is  founded  on  error ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  such  drinks  render  it  more  susceptible  to  ihe  influence  of 
contagion  and  other  causes  of  disease  ;  we  would  recommend  to  nurses 
and  Ytsiters  to  abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  them. 

4th,  That  we  deem  the  use  of  spirituous  drinks  incompatible  with  the 
duties  which  a  physician  owes  to  his  patients,  to  his  professional  im- 
provement, and  to  his  health ;  and  we  would  respectfully  invite  the 
sanction  and  support  of  the  profession  to  a  resolution  not  to  partake  of 
such  drinks  at  our  visits  to  the  sick,  where  a  customary  civility  too 
frequently  tenders  the  glass  to  the  physician. 


JVcti;  Hampshire  Medical  Society. 

Go/Titowo,  Jane  6, 1897. 

^^  Resohed  1.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the  use  of  distilled 
spirit  is  never  necessary,  and  generally  hurtful  to  persons  in  health ; 
and  that  it  afibrds  no  protection  against  contagious  diseases,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  promotes  a  disposition  to  be  afiected  by  such  diseases,  espe- 
cially where  taken  habitually  or  somewhat  freely. 

^  Resolved  2.  That«we  consider,  that  distilled  spirit  is  not  essentially 
necessary  in  the  treatment  of  a  single  disease,  and  that  it  might  be 
safely  removed  from  the  shelves  of  the  Physiciaiyind  Apothecary. 

**  Resohed  3.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  member  of  this  Society, 
entirely  to  abstain  from  distilled  spirit  and  to  discourage  its  use  among 
those  with  whom  we  may  have  influence. 

"  Resohed  4.  That  this  subject  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  all  Medical  Societies. 

"  A  true  copy  of  Record,         MOSES  LONG,  -Sccr'y" 


4U 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeotis^  Philadelphia. 

•*  Philadelphia,  JmM  5^  UfifT. 

^^  The  following  Resolution  was  directed  to  be  copied  by  the  Sec- 
retary and  delivered  to  the  Rey.  Mr.  Hewit, — viz. 

^^  Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  inform  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit  that  the 
College  of  Physicians  have  received  his  communication  with  sensibil- 
ity, and  concur  with  him  fully  in  his  statement  of  the  injurious  effects 
of  Ardent  Spirits  on  society,  and  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  of  Intemperance  in  this  city. 

"  SAMUEL  EMLEN,  jun.  5ecrV 


Hartford  County  Medical  Society, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  holden  at  the 
City  Hotel,  in  Hartford,  on  the  16th  April,  1827: 

^^  Resohed^  That  each  member  of  this  society  be  requested  to  re- 
port at  their  next  annual  meeting  the  number  of  those  who  shall  die 
from  Intemperance  during  the  next  year,  and  also  the  number  of  those 
diseased  from  the  same  cause. 

^^  Resohed^  That  in  all  future  meetings  of  this  society  we  dispense 
with  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

"  Attest,        S.  W.  BROWN,  Clerk.^ 

Oftr  We  most  earnestly  desire  every  Medical  Society  in  the  United 
States  to  adopt  a  similar  measure.  If  every  practitioner  would  record 
every  instance  of  disease  and  death,  which  in  bis  judgment  was  either 
directly  or  indirectly  produced  by  ardent  spirits,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  society  with  which  he  is  connected,  to  be  by  them  published,  the 

gublic  would  be  filled  with  horror  and  dismay.  No  physician  need  to 
esitate  in  adopting  this  course  lest  he  should  expose  individuals  and 
families  to  reproach  and  shame,  for  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  names 
of  any  should  be  disclosed,  to  give  efficacy  to  his  statements. 


"  Extracts  from  an  Address  delivered  before  the  Massachusetts  So- 
ciety  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance^  at  their  annual  meel- 
ing,  May,  1825. — By  John  Ware,  M.  D. 

^^  At  the  outset,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  although  our  object 
l>e  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  intemperance,  yet  that  it  is  not 
the  intemperate,  properly  speaking,  to  whom  we  should  principally 
address  ourselves.  No  man  expects  that  we  are  to  reform  drunluirdii. 
Except  in  a  few  rare  instances,  where  a  change  of  habit  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  operation  of  some  strong  internal  principle,  ex- 
perience has  proved  It  to  be  impracticable.  Something  may  doubtless 
be  done  by  physical  restraint,  to  prevent  the  actual  indulgence  of  the 
propensity,  and  measures  of  coercion  or  of  punishment  applied  to  them, 
may  be  made  to  operate  as  motives  upon  those  who  are  yet  unshack- 
led by  habit,  and  are  still  capable  of  being  warned  by  example,  or  de- 
terred by  the  fear  of  disgrace.    But,  strictly  speaking,  we  are  not  to 
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devise  measares,  whose  object  is  the  reformation  of  the  intemperate. 
We  are  not  even  to  confine  them  in  their  operation,  to  those  who 
stand  m  the  most  immediate  danger, — they  should  be  addressed  also 
to  society  at  large, — all  men  of  all  ranks  should  be  convinced  of  the 
evils  which  it  is  entailing  upon  us,  that  they  may  sanction,  by  their 
countenance,  influence  and  example,  the  only  measures  from  which 
we  can  hope  for  success  in  its  suppression. 

*^  The  Jint  object  which  we  should  endeavour  to  effect,  is  to  pro- 
duce a  radical  change  in  the  opinions  and  customs  of  society  in  gener- 
al, and  of  some  classes  in  particular,  with  regard  to  the  use  of  those 
articles  which  are  capable  of  being  made  the  means  of  intemperance. 

^^  ft  is  an  impression,  almost  universal  among  the  labouring  classes, 
indeed  f  may  say  among  all  classes,  that  ardent  spirits,  if  not  absolute- 
ly necessary,  are  at  least  of  great  use  and  importance,  as  a  support 
during  labour,  and  that,  moderately  used,  they  are  a  salutary,  or  at 
worst,  innocent  stimulus.  In  consequence  of  this  idea,  they  have  be- 
come as  necessary  to  the  workman  as  his  daily  food, — nay,  they  are 
oiien  made  a  sabstitute  for  it.  He  looks  to  this  source  for  strength, 
courage,  cheerfulness  and  activity.  It  is  not  necessary  to  show,  how 
this  dependance,  gradually,  but  almost  inevitably,  makes  him  a  drunk- 
ard. It  is  1  trust,  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  no  impression  can  be 
more  unfounded,  no  opinion  more  fatally  fal^e,  than  that  which  attrib- 
utes to  spirituous  liquors,  any  power  of  promoting  bodily  strength  or 
supporting  the  system  under  liibour  and  fatigue.  Experience  has  in 
all  quarters  most  abundantly  proved  the  contrary.  None  labour  so 
constantly,  so  cheerfully,  and  with  so  little  exhaustion,  as  those  who 
entirely  abstain, — none  endure  so  well  hardships  and  exposure,  the  in- 
clemency of  weather,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  season. 

'^But  there  is  another  notion  with  regard  to  the  use  of  ardent  spir- 
its, which  is,  if  possible,  more  unfounded,  and  the  customs  arising  from 
it  more  inexcusable.  I  mean  the  notion,  that  they  are  ever  innocent, 
salutary,  or  proper  as  a  refreshment  in  a  state  of  health.  We  all  know 
how  prevalent  are  the  customs  to  which  1  allude.  It  is  not  alone  the 
ignorant  or  the  thoughtless,  who  are  addicted  to  them,  they  generally 
prevail  even  among  the  better  part  of  society.  There  are  a  thousand 
excuses  which  are  always  deemed  sufficient,  even  by  the  sober  man, 
to  authorise  a  stimulating  draught.  I  should  trespass  upon  the  sancti- 
ty of  this  place,  and  the  gravity  of  this  occasion,  were  I  to  enumerate 
the  many  lame  and  weak  apologies,  with  which  we  contrive  to  de- 
ceive ourselves  into  a  belief  that  such  Indulgence  is  rational  and  salu- 
tary. I  do  not  say,  were  it  to  stop  here,  that  this  is  any  thing  more 
tiuin  a  ailly  and  slightly  injurious  habit.  1  do  not  believe  that  very 
■nny  cases  of  intemperance  can  be  directly  attributed  to  this  cause. 
The  evil  which  results  from  it  is,  that  it  brings  the  means  of  indul- 
gence into  common  use,  it  gives  them  a  currency,  they  are  looked  up- 
on as  an  article  of  common  household  necessity,  to  be  resorted  to  at 
pleasure  without  consideration,  without  deliberation,  without  discrim- 
ination. 

^^  And  I  trust  I  may  be  here  permitted  to  remarks,  wilhovil  Qi{««^.^ 
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that  there  are  a  ^rreat  many  circumstances  occurriofc  m  the  commoA 
dally  intercourse  of  life,  the  tendency  of  which  is,  to  excite  and  cher- 
ish the  propensity  for  the  indulgence  of  the  animal  appetites,  and  thai 
indirectly  encourage  and  promote  the  habit  of  intemperance.  If  we 
look  around  us,  we  shall  be  astonished  to  find  how  much  of  the  appa- 
ratus of  ^ood  society  is  connected  with,  and  depends  upon  the  indul- 
l^nce  of  the  sensual  propensities.  Not  even  the  most  common  social 
▼isit  can  be  exchanged,  without  the  expectation  and  the  offer  of  some 
stimulant  to  the  taste,  or  some  dainty  for  the  palate.  You  cannot  en- 
ter the, house  of  a  friend,  but  he  deems  it  due  to  the  rights  of  hospital- 
ity, to  set  before  you  the  temptations  to  excess.  How  essential  a  mat- 
ter is  it  at  all  social  collections,  whether  of  business  or  pleasure  ;  nay, 
even  upon  occasions  of  the  most  solemn  character,  that  proTision 
should  be  made,  not  merely  for  the  refreshment  of  our  physical  na- 
tures, but  for  indulfiring  our  grosser  tastes,  with  epicurian  yUnds,  and 
•leynting  the  spirits  by  stimulating  liquors.^^ 

**  With  what  consistency  can  we  censure  so  deeply,  the  excesses  of 
the  less  informed  and  enlightened  classes,  when  the  higher  set  them 
the  example,  by  indulgences,  which  only  their  better  education  or 
their  regard  for  character,  preyent,  from  leading  them  into  habits 
equally  pernicious !  How  can  we  wonder,  that  the  poor  and  unlet- 
tered, without  resources,  without  means  of  rational  amusement,  should 
give  themselves  up  to  the  pleasures  of  intoxication,  when  the  well 
educated  and  refined,  with  all  the  avenues  to  polite  and  intelleo- 
tual  enjoyment  open  to  them,  care  so  much  for  the  indulgences 
of  the  appetite,  which,  perhaps,  -  circumstances  only  prevent  them 
from  equally  abusing!  Is  it  more  strange  that  the  day  laborer  should 
delight  to  spend  his  nights  in  sipping  his  coarse  and  fiery  draught  of 
ardent  spirits,  than  that  the  rich  merchant  or  the  polished  gentleman 
should  pass  their  hours  at  the  table  in  grave  discussion  of  the  age  and 
value  of  a  wine,  or  the  flavor  and  quality  of  a  vintage  ? 
\  ^^  It  is  not  enough  that  we  discountenance  intemperance ;  it  b  prov- 
ed that  it  is  not  enough, — we  must  discountenance  all  those  things, 
which  either  directly  or  indirectly  promote  it.  It  may  be  thought  that 
the  importance  of  the  considerations  which  have  been  suggested,  have 
been  in  some  measure  overrated,  but  1  am  persuaded  that  they  have  not; 
the  influence  of  the  higher  classes  of  society  upon  the  lower,  howev- 
er insensibly  it  may  be  exercised,  is  immense.  Their  habits  of  living 
and  thinking,  as  well  as  their  fashions,  always  descend  in  some  form, 
and  have  their  counterpart,  among  their  inferiors,  it  is  true,  that 
there  is  some  jealousy  upon  this  point,  and  anything  like  direct  imita* 
tion,  would  he  scorned  and  avoided, — but  there  is  a  quiet  and  constant 
influence,  which,  however  it  may  be  disclaimed.  Is  most  certainly  and 
most  powerfully  operating,  and  may  be  made  the  instrument  of  good, 
as  it  has  loo  oiten,  uohappily,  been  made  the  instrument  of  evil.'° 
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Extraciifrom  an  Addreu  delitfered  before  the  MastaekutetU  Socicr 
tyfor  the  suppression  of  Intemperance^  June  1826. — By  Gama- 
liel Bradford,  M.  D. 

^^  That  any  mao  should  place  so  little  value  upoo  that  quality,  whicli 
principaUy  distinfuishes  him  from  a  brate,  as  to  be  wiJIiitf  and  evett 
eager  to  suspend  its  exercise  for  a  considerable  portion  of  his  life,  is 
BBOSt  remariiable.  That  he  should  for  this  purpose  continually  run 
the  risk  of  sudden  destruction,  and  certainly  entail  upon  himself  a  se- 
ries of  painful  and  loathsome  diseases,  is  still  more  extraordinary. 
That  such  infiitualion,  instead  of  being  confined  to  a  single  insane  in- 
dividual, should  be  so  wide  spreading,  as  to  endanger  the  well-being 
of  society,  and  to  call  out  its  energies  in  opposition  to  it,  would  appear 
at  fioret  sight  incredible.  It  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that  the 
phenomenon,  liice  many  others,  has  ceased  to  be  wonderful,  because 
it  is  a  matter  of  every  day  experience.  A  single  intemperate  individ- 
ual in  a  generation,  would  be  regarded  as  a  monstrous  deviation  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  conduct;  we  see  thousands,  and  cease  to  be  as- 
tonished.^^ 

^  Wliat  can  we  do  towards  reforming  those,  who  have  already  ac- 
quired intemperate  habits,  or  towards  preventing  others  from  acqui- 
rii^  such  habitB  ?  In  regard  to  the  first,  little  or  nothing.  The  ex- 
perience of  almost  every  one  who  now  hears  me,  must  have  long  ago 
pressed  home  upon  his  heart  the  melancholy  conviction,  that  such  ca- 
ses are  past  cure.  Inhere  is  a  charity,  which  hopeth  all  things,  and 
believeth  all  things ;  and  there  have  been  cases,  in  which  reformation 
has  l>een  effected,  in  opposition  to  all  ordinary  rules  of  calculation,  and 
almoet,  as  it  would  seem,  by  a  special  interposition  of  Providence ;  but 
these  are  exceptions  to  one  of  the  best  established  doctrines  of  moral 
agency.  The  usual  effect  of  the  body  upon  mind  and  will  is  only  in- 
fluence ;  but  this  influence  in  certain  diseased  states  of  the  system 
strengthens  into  government.  Reason  in  the  habitually  intemperate 
has  dropped  the  reins,  and  resigned  the  mind  to  the  absolute  control 
of  matler.  The  drunkard  has  relinquished  his  free  agency.  Instead 
ef  being  governed  iyy  motives,  he  is  obliged  to  obey  the  dictates  of  a 
Uind  instinct,  or  bodily  craving,  and  his  actions  may  be  calculated  on 
with  as  much  certainty  as  those  of  brute  animals.^' 

^  If,  however,  we  had  nothing  to  do,  but  with  those  whoee  habits 
sate  confinned,  the  evil  would  not  be  so  serious,  for  it  would  be  of  short 
duration.  For  thoi^h  there  are  instances  of  constitutions,  which  re- 
sist for  a  GonsiderabkB  period,  the  destructive  effects  of  ardent  spirits, 
yet  any  man^  experience  will  enable  him  to  perceive,  that  the  ranln 
of  the  drunkards  would  be  rapidly  thinned,  if  they  were  never  recruit- 
ed, and  that  it  would  require  but  a  few  years'  patience,  to  see  then 
swept  firom  the  earth.  The  most  important  object  of  the  society, 
dberefore,  as  well  as  of  the  public,  is  to  consider  the  means,  which 
iDmy  prevent  the  spread  of  this  moral  contagion.^' 

^  Among  the  principal  circumstances  in  this  point  of  view,  and  one 
which  flaay  be  regarded  as  an  important  cause  of  intempera&ca  ^ik\]DA 
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preyalence  of  certain  false  Dotionci  in  society  conceming  the  occasion* 
al  use  and  necessity  of  ardent  spirits.  It  has  been  taken  almost  for 
granted,  that  a  limited  quantity  of  spirit  was  necessary  for  the  laborir 
ous,  and  useful  to  the  feeble,  and  under  the  form  of  Huxham's  tfno* 
ture,  Stoughton's  eliiir  and  the  like,  many  persons  and  even  children 
hnYe  learned  to  swallow  drams  without  scruple,  and  eyeo  with  the  be* 
lief  of  their  being  advantageous. 

^^  This  pernicious  notion  has  occasionally  been  encouraged  by  physi* 
ciaos,  who  have  thereby  done  much  iqjury  to  the  community.  Tliia, 
indeed,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  since  it  is  only  a  mis* 
take  in  juck^ment,  and  one  for  which  there  is  much  authority.  The 
progress  of  science  and  obsenration,  however,  is  fast  removing  this 
prejudice,  and  physicians  now  are  much  more  cautious  in  recommen* 
ding  articles  of  this  sort,  and  confine  their  use  to  particular  states  of 
the  system. 

^^  It  has  long  been  an  opinion  that  in  hot  climates,  and  in  the  heat  of 
summer  in  our  own,  it  is  necessary  to  oppose  the  debilitating  effects 
of  high  temperature  by  the  stimulus  of  spirit,  and  that  this  was  prer 
▼entive  of  the  diseases  of  such  seasons.  No  maxim  can  be  more  di* 
rectly  opposed  to  reason  and  experience,  and  on  this  important  subject 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from  one  of  the  later  medical  aa« 
thors,  who  have  bonie  testimony  against  the  practice. 

^^  ^  However  necessary,'  says  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  essay  on  the  infle- 
ence  of  tropical  climates,  ^  However  necessary  this  practice  might 
have  been  thought  thirty  years  ago,  it  is  now  considered  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  disgraceful ;  and  that  in  no  respectable  circle  in  ihe 
Eastern  world,  beyond  the  confines  of  the  Punch  bouse,  where  no  Eii^ 
ropean  of  character  will  ever  be  seen,  is  any  gently  stimulating  liquid 
made  use  of  between  meals  ;  and  1  take  this  opportunity  of  warning 
every  new  comer,  that  the  very  call  of  ^^  brandy-shrub  pauoy'^  wlU 
endanger  his  being  marked  as  a  person  to  be  avoided. 

^*  *  Nor  did  these  most  excellent  habits  of  temperance  originate  in 
any  medical  precepts,  or  admonitions, — far  from  it  The  professional 
adviser  was  by  no  means  solicitous  to  inculcate  a  doctrine,  which  it 
night  not  suit  bis  taste  to  practice.  But  in  a  vast  empire,  held  by: 
the  frail  tenure  of  opinion,  and  especially  where  the  current  of  rel^ 
gious  prejudices,  Brahmin  as  well  as  Moslem,  ran  strongly  against  in- 
toxication, it  was  soon  found  necessary,  from  imperious  motives  of  pol- 
icy, rather  than  of  health,  to  discourage  every  tendency  towards  the 
acquisition  of  such  dangerous  habits.  Happily  what  was  promotive 
of  our  interest,  was  preservative  of  our  health,  as  well  as  conducive 
to  our  happiness.  And  the  general  temperanee  in  this  respect,  which 
now  characterizes  the  Anglo  Asiatic  circles  of  society,  as  contrasted 
with  Anglo  West  Indian  manners  must  utterly  confound  those  fine 
spun  theories,  which  the  votaries  of  gently  stimulating  liquids  have 
invented  about  supporting  perspiration,  keeping  up  the  tone  of  the  di» 
gestive  organs,  &c.  all  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  not  onlj 
Ideal,  but  pernicious. 

^^  i  can  conceive  only  one  plausible  alignment,  which  the  traneatlan- 
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tic  BnmoDian  caa  adduce,  io  support  of  his  doctrine,  after  the  unwel- 
come efidence,  which  I  have  brought  forward  respecting  oriental  cus- 
toms ;  Damely,  that  as  the  range  of  atmospherical  heat  in  the  West 
Indies,  is  seyeral  degrees  below  that  of  the  East,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  counterbalance  this  deficit  of  external  hent,  by  the  more  assiduous 
application  of  internal  stimulus.  For  this  hint,  he  will,  no  doubt,  be 
much  obliged  to  me,  as  he  must  consider  the  argument  irresistible.' 

^  The  same  principles  will  apply  to  our  own  climate  in  the  summer, 
and  to  an  error  in  this  particular  is  to  be  ascribed  a  large  portion  of 
the  sudden  deaths,  which  occur  at  this  period,  and  which  are  usually 
ascribed  to  the  effects  of  an  agent,  which  often  plays  but  a  second  part 
in  this  operation,  that  Is,  cold  water.  1  do  not  mean  to  deny,  that 
death  occasionally  happens  from  drinking  water,  when  the  system  Is 
in  a  state  of  hig^  excitation, — but  this  very  state  is  the  dangerous  one, 
and  this,  in  ninety  nine  cases  out  of  an  hundred,  is  produced  by  spirit. 

^^  On  this  point,  of  the  use  and  necessity  of  ardent  spirits,  1  am  happy 
to  be  able  to  produce  evidence,  which,  while  it  shows  the  falsehood 
of  prevailing  opinions,  is  uncommonly  free  from  any  suspicion  of  par- 
tiality. 1  refer  to  the  practice  of  the  trainers  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
business  it  Is  to  prepare  men  for  pugilistic  combats. 

^^  Physicians  in  their  recommendations,  are  liable  to  be  biassed  by  re- 
gard to  the  wishes  and  prejudices  of  their  patients,  and  to  be  deceived 
by  their  representations;  while  individuals  are  still  more  liable  to  de- 
ceive themselves  conceraing  the  effects  of  medicinal,  or  dietetic  cour- 
ses of  conduct  These  trainers,  on  the  contrary  are  troubled  with  no 
scruples.  They  treat  their  subjects,  as  they  would  horses,  cows,  or 
even  steam  engines.  Tastes  and  feelings  are  nothing  to  them.  Tiieir 
sole  object  is  to  give  the  machines,  upon  which  they  are  operating, 
the -greatest  force  and  power  of  endurance,  physical  and  mental,  of 
whidi  their  constitutions  are  capable.  And  what  is  the  result  to  which 
their  experience  has  led  them.  Some  even  in  this  assembly  will  pro- 
bably be  astonished  to  learn,  that  spirit  in  every  form  is  rigidly  pro- 
hibited. Beer  is  the  usual  drink,  but  not  the  strongest  kind ;  and  ev- 
en wine  is  very  sparingly  allowed,  and  that  only  to  particular  individ- 
uala.  They  never  deceive  themselves  with  the  idea,  that  bark,  cor- 
dials, or  spirit  can  give  muscular  power.  Experience  has  taught  the 
direct  contrary,  and  they  rigidly  interdict  the  use  of  these  debilitating 
agents. 

**  1  may  make  use  of  the  experience  of  the  trainers  against  another 
false  and  injurious  notion,  namely  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to  leave 
ofi^  at  once,  the  use  of  spirits.  There  are,  undoubtedly,  a  few  deplo- 
rable cases  in  which  the  stamina  of  vitality  have  been  so  completely 
destroyed  by  intemperance,  that  a  miserable  dis^lh  is  the  result  of  ab- 
atioence  from  the  usual  stimulus.  In  these  cases  however  life  is  short- 
ened but  little.  It  IS  only  when  death  is  staring  the  wretch  in  the  face 
that  the  attempt  to  escape  drives  him  into  his  embraces.  The  ques- 
tioD  Is  rather,  shall  he  he  killed  by  liquor,  or  by  the  want  of  it.  A 
question  of  a  day,  or  an  hour,  not  of  life  and  death. 

^  But  these  are  exceptions.    In  general  we  are  taugUt  b^  VYveVt^va* 
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ers,  that  there  is  no  riBk ;  they  make  short  work  with  their  aobijecti 
and  renio?e  their  habitual  stimulus,  without  fear  of  the  conseqaencet. 

**  I  do  not  dwell  on  the  practice  in  these  instances ;  it  is  necessarily 
connected  with  certain  odious  associations.  The  i'acts  are  sufficient 
for  me  to  take  decided  ground  on  this  subject^  and  to  call  on  the  mem* 
bers  of  this  society,  and  the  public  generally,  to  join  in  a  sweeping 
denunciation  of  spirituous  liquors,  as  articles  of  daily  use,  even  in  what 
is  called  moderation.  There  are  cases  of  disease,  in  which  henbane, 
hellebore,  mercury,  copperas,  and  other  Tirulent  poisons  are  useful ; 
hut  would  any  man  in  his  senses  think  of  using  himself,  or  encoura- 
ging in  others,  in  an  ordinary  state  of  health,  the  use  of  these  articles  t 
And  why  should  we  wi^h  to  poison  ourselves  with  spirit,  because  its 
effect  Is  less  sudden,  or  requires  a  larger  dose.  No !  The  place  for 
the  bottle  of  brandy,  or  rum^  is  on  the  apothecaries'  shelf,  by  the  side 
of  the  bottles  of  arsenic  and  opium,  and  thither  we  should  labor  to 
banish  it. 

^^  But  the  great  obstacle  to  any  effectual  suppression  of  Intempe* 
nince,  is  to  be  found  in  the  encouragement  afforded  by  the  language 
and  customs  of  society  in  general,  to  the  limited  use  of  ardent  spirits. 
Notwithstandmg,  as  I  have  observed  above,  that  the  feeling  of  the 
community  in  general  is  hostile  to  drunkenness ;  we  are  apt  to  hold 
language  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  drinking  spirits,  which  is  very 
different  from  what  would  be  dictated  by  reason  and  good  judgment 

^  How  few  persons  are  there,  who  do  not  occasionally  speak  of  the 
moderate  use  of  spirit,  as  a  comfortable  thing,  and  regard  it  at  meet 
as  a  habit  of  little  or  no  consequence.  How  many  smile,  when  they 
should  look  grave  as  they  see  a  man  swallowing,  with  apparent  satis- 
faction, this  pernicious  liquid.  We  do  more  than  this.  We  make  an 
allowance  of  spirit  a  part  of  the  regular  wages  of  workmen,  and  liaTe 
no  hesitation  about  offering  it  as  a  compliment,  or  piece  of  politeneai, 
to  them.  We  go  still  further,  and  encourage  it  by  example,  for  there 
are  perhaps  few,  who  now  hear  me,  who  do  not  occasionally  take  e 
glass  of  brandy,  or  some  other  liquor,  either  alone,  or  with  a  friend. 
But  every  act  of  this  kind  is  injurious  to  society,  since  it  goes,  to  e 
certain  extent,  to  influence  public  opinion  in  favor  of  this  practice, 
and  it  behoves  every  man  to  remember,  that  in  so  doing,  he  is  heip- 
ing  to  break  down  the  most  efficient  barrier  against  this  vice. 

°^  Whenever  it  is  generally  considered  disreputable,  for  a  man  io 
health  to  drink  ardent  spirits,  we  shall  have  few  drnnkards.  There 
will  be  some  doubtless,  as  society  will  never  be  free  from  the  foolish 
and  vicious ;  but  their  orgies  will  be  conducted  more  or  less  secretly. 
Men  will  be  disposed  to  indulge  their  inclinations  privately,  and  the 
young,  especially,  will  lieam  to  look  upon  such  indulg^ence  as  a  caoM 
of  shame,  instead  of  glory.  Many  now  swallow  potions,  which  are 
positively  disagreeable,  and  labour  too  successfully  to  acquire  a  taste, 
which  is  to  give  them  credit  with  their  companions.  But  to  all  tliie 
there  would  be  an  end,  if  the  majority  of  mankind  looked  as  they 
should,  upon  any  such  undertaking  with  sincere  pity  and  contempt.  I 
am  aware  that  in  this  particular,  we  are  improvliig,  that  tlie  use  of 
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ipiriti  ii  much  diminished  amoni^  the  more  reffpectnble  classes  of  the 
conunQDity,  and  that  correct  notions  are  gradaally  extending  their  in- 
iuence ;  but  society  has  yet  many  steps  to  talce  in  this  course.^' 


^  The  utter  hopelessness,^  says  Dr.  Emlen  in  his  essay  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  Report,  ^^  of  the  reformation  of  the  habitually  intempe- 
late,  a  very  strilcing  and  lamentable  fact,  must  have  often  forcibly  ar- 
rested the  attention  of  every  ol)serving  member  of  the  profession.  We 
liave  not  kept  a  record  of  all  the  cases  of  habitual  intemperance  com- 
ing  under  our  notice,  but  they  have  not  been  less  than  some  hundreds 
and  not  one  instance  of  permanent  reform,  to  our  knowiei^e  ever  took 
place  among  them.  Medical  men,  who  are  familiar  with  the  laws 
that  govern  the  animal  economy,  know  how  irresistible  are  the  calls 
of  the  stomach.  The  inebriate,  deprived  for  a  time,  of  his  usual  stim- 
ulus, soon  feels  the  same  craving  anxiety  for  his  accustomed  draught 
which  19  felt  in  the  stomach  of  another,  starving  with  hunger.  What 
can  restrain  the  powerful  calls  of  the  appetite  for  food  if  access  be 
possible  to  the  means  of  gratification  ?  Just  as  irresistible^  we  are 
persuaded,  are  the  demands  of  the  stomach  in  the  unhappy  victims  of 
spirituous  potation.'^ 

^  Of  the  effects  of  ardent  spirits  on  the  system,^^  says  Dr.  Chapman 
in  his  book  mentioned  in  the  Report,  ^^  no  very  minute  detail  can  be  ac* 
quired,  so  familiar  must  they  be  to  every  one.  It  may  be  stated  gen- 
erally, that  in  a  limited  quantity,  they  evince  decisively  all  the  qual- 
ities of  a  potent  diffusive  stimulant,  both  as  regards  the  functions  of 
the  body  and  operations  of  the  mind.  After  a  while,  however,  this 
condition  of  excitation  gradually  subsides,  and  is  followed  by  a  corre»> 
pendent  degree  of  languor  or  collapse.  By  an  increased  qu«ihtity,  the 
exciting  effect  is  more  speedily  induced,  and  we  have  in  rapid  succes- 
sion the  phenomena  of  intoxication  commencing  with  exhiliratioUf 
next  delirium,  and  finally  the  most  beastly  stupefaction.  But  it  some- 
times happens,  where  the  quantity  has  been  excesMve,  or  the  individ- 
nal  is  not  habituated  to  the  impressions,  that  death  suddenly  takes 
place  without  any  of  the  appearances  of  excitement.'^ 


Inftuenee  of  civic  life^  Sfc.  on  the  digestive  Organs^  through  the 

Medium  of  Drink. 

^  Nature  has  plentifully  supplied  the  earth  with  water,  and  animals 
drink  nothing  else  to  quench  their  thirst, — ergo,  says  one  party,  wa- 
ter alone  should  constitute  the  human  beverage.  But  says  another 
■act,  wliy  did  bounteous  Nature  weigh  down  the  mantling  vine  with 
the  swelling  grape,  if  she  did  not  mean  that  man  should  drown  his 
cares  occasionally  in  the  goblet  ?  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  Nature 
destined  the  grape  for  fermpntation.  Did  this  indulgent  Parent  ever 
Mean  tliat  barley  and  oats  should  be  converted  l)y  the  Scot  and  Hiber- 
iiian  into  Whiskey  }    It  is  certain,  indeed,  that  cWk  aaaoclaWaa^  W 
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congr^aiion  of  a  people  any  where,  has  a  tendency  towardi  Bacch^ 
nalian  indulgences.  This,  I  conceiye,  has  been  the  case  from  theye* 
ry  infancy  of  the  world.  Homer's  heroes  seldom  meet  together  wMh 
out  getting  dmnk,  especially  when  they  are  relating  their  own  ex- 
ploits.   I^et  Ulysses  himself  confess  it 

Hear  me,  my  (Kenda !  who  tliis  good  banquet  grace, 
*Tis  sweet  to  ptoy  ihtfool  in  time  and  place  ; 
And  wine  can  of  their  wits  the  wise  begaile, 
Make  the  la^  frolic,  and  the  terioua  smile ; 
The  grave  in  merry  measures  frisk  about, 
And  many  a  long  repented  word  comes  out ! 
Since  to  be  ialkaiite  I  now  commence, 
Let  wit  cast  off  the  sullen  yoke  of  sense. 

'^  The  foregoing  passage  explains  most  correctly  the  real  somrce  and 
universal  cause  of  intemperance  in  drink.  When  men  assemble  to- 
gether they  are  anxious  to  please  and  be  pleased.  The  colloquial  im- 
pulse predominates.  Win^  gives  wit  to  the  dullest  intellect ;  crowda 
the  brain  with  ideas ;  tips  the  tongue  with  eloquence,  and  illuminea  the 
eye  with  the  fire  of  expression.  The  dull  scenes  and  corroding  cares 
of  life  are  now  forgotten,  or  past  dangers  and  difficulties  are  remeoir 
bcred  and  related  with  pleasure.  The  future  is  clothed  in  romantfc 
anticipations  of  success  and  happiness, — in  short,  a  sort  of  Elyshmi 
opens  round  the  soul !  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  man  should  wish 
to  protract  these  ecstatic  moments ;  or  be  too  often  carried  insensibly 
along  the  stream,  till  he  approached  the  brink,  or  even  precipitated 
himself  into  the  gulf  of  excess? 

^^  But  let  us  examine  the  affair  a  little  deeper.  The  digestive  or- 
gans, to  which  this  inordinate  stimulation  was  applied,  and  throqyb  the 
medium  of  which  this  intellectual  excitement  was  raised,  do  not  &1I 
back,  after  such  a  scene,  to  the  healthy  standard,  or  to  their  usual  in- 
tegrity of  function.  No,  indeed.  The  power  of  digestion  languishes ; 
the  appetite  is  impaired ;  the  biliary  secretion  is  deranged.  The  ani- 
mal and  intellectual  systems  participate  in  the  effects  of  this  commo- 
tion. The  muscles  are  enfeebled,  and  tremble.  The  nerves  loae 
their  tone.  The  mind,  which,  the  evening  before,  was  all  proweM, 
Is  in  the  morning  overrun  with  timidity,  or  clouded  with  horror.  There 
IS  now  a  collapse  of  the  system.  The  arteries  of  the  brain  were  tur- 
gid and  distended  with  blood  during  the  excitement  of  the  wine ;  the  j 
are  now  in  an  opposite  state.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  these  alter- 
nate extremes  should  often  lead  to  organic  derangement  of  the  deli- 
cate texture  of  the  brain,  and  end  in  hypochondriasis  or  mania  itself? 
**  The  liver  and  brain  are  the  organs,  in  fact,  which  suffer  moat  firon 
intemperance  in  drink ;  and  It  appears  to  me,  that  thki  occurs  more 
from  the  snbaeqne&t  collapse,  than  from  the  previous  excitement. 
After  a  debauch,  the  power  of  the  heart  is  greatly  weakened,  it  can- 
not keep  the  arterial  system  proportionally  distended,  and  hence  the 
Uood  accumulates  in  the  vennoi  system ;  or,  in  other  words,  congestion 
in  the  veins  of  the  liver  and  brain  obtains,  with  great  derangement  of 
fimction,  ending  nltimately  in  lesion  of  structure  in  these  organs. 
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*^  In  the  Uver  it  manifests  itself  by  flyionf  or  oneasy  leimitioDs  io  the 
right  side,  or  across  the  stomach ;  flatuleoce ;  acidity  ;  day  coloured 
eTacnatioiis ;  sallow  complexion ;  mental  despondency  ;  fickleness  or 
irritfthitity  of  temper;  pink  or  other  urinary  sediment;  disaf^reeable 
dreaoM ;  tenderness  on  deep  pressure  under  the  margin  of  the  rig^it 
ribs  ;  occasional  palpitation  or  fluttering  about  the  heart  or  pit  of  the 
stomach,  &c.  When  this  train  of  symptoms  commences  aflter  irrego- 
krity  of  living,  or  indeed  after  any  mode  of  life,  the  functions  of  the 
liver  and  digestive  organs  are  demnged,  and  there  is  but  one  step 
ibrther  to  organic  or  incurable  disease.  This  is  the  moment  for  a 
prompt  admlnlstratioo  of  remedies,  particularly  the  blue  pill,  sarsapa- 
lilla,  and  antimenial  aloetic  medicines.  In  these  cases,  1  have  derived 
the  meet  marked  benefit  from  artificial  Harrowgatewater^  which  is  ea- 
sily prepared  from  sulphate  of  Magnesia,  supcrtartrite  of  potash  and 
salpboret  of  potash. 

In  the  6fat«,  it  manifests  its  baneful  effects  by  headachs ;  flushings 
of  the  (ace;  throbblngs  of  the  temporal  arteries  while  lying  in  bed; 
tremors  of  the  muscles,  &c.  These  warn  us  that  hypochondriasis,  ap* 
opiezy,  palsy,  or  mental  alienation  itself  are  to  be  apprehended,  if  not 
guardied  against  by  timely  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  occasional 
ieeching  or  cupping  on  the  temples,  or  cold  applications  to  the  head 
itseir,  &c 

^  1b  the  Asarf  and  blood  veitsel  nystem,  the  pernicious  consequences  of 
interapenmce  may  be  traced  by  the  discriminating  physician,  to  irreg- 
olarity  of  action  in  the  central  organ  of  the  circulation ;  occasional 
palpitations  or  flutterings;  strange  and  undescribable  sensations  of  the 
cliest ;  onequal  distributions  of  the  blood ;  flushings  in  one  part  of  the 
body  and  ehilliness  in  another ;  but  particularly  an  extreme  dejection 
of  spirits,  which  characterizes  deranged  function  and  structure  of  the 
beart,  and  1  am  convinced  leads,  in  numerous  instances,  to  suicide  ! 

^  To  remedy  these  evils  ^eciually^  it  is  evident  that  a  gradual  di- 
minution or  total  subtraction  of  the  cause  would  be  the  surest  meth- 
od. But  only  a  few  have  resolution  to  reform  entirely.  The  best 
nseans  of  counteracting  or  retarding  the  deleterious  effects  of  intempe- 
xince  are  such  agents  as  keep  all  the  secretions  open,  particularly 
tiiose  of  the  bowels  and  skin.  The  blue  pill,  aloes  and  antimony, 
ibrm  a  powerful  combination  for  this  purpose,  when  judiciously  pro- 
portioned ;  and,  aided  by  carriage  or  horse  exercise  and  the  occasion- 
al ose  of  tlie  tepid  or  cold  bath,  according  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  lieart,  liver,  digestive  organs  and  head,  will  ward  off  the  punish- 
nent  of  oar  kndiscietions  for  a  much  longer  period  than  we  deserve  to 
e^ioy. 

^  Tlie  above  observations  apply  to  excesses  in  drinic  every  where ; 
but  OB  the  population  of  crowded  cities,  where  sedentury  habits  and 
coofioed  air  prevail,  these  excesses  exert  an  infinitely  more  powerful 
fafloeBce  than  in  towns,  villages  or  the  open  country.  The  citizea 
tbao,  and  particularly  the  civic  valetudinarian  ought  to  be  especialijr 
OD  guard  against  this  sonrce  of  ill  heath. 
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^  A  few  words  on  the  salutary  effects  of  drink.  There  can  be  no 
qaestion  that  water  is  the  best  and  the  only  drinlc  which  Nature  has 
designed  for  roan ;  and  there  is  as  little  doubt  but  that  every  perK» 
might  g^dually,  or  even  pretty  quickly  accustom  hioMelf  to  this  aqne- 
008  beverage.  I  believe  a  precept  is  inculcated  in  the  lectures  of  a 
deservedly  eminentphysiologistof  this  metropolis,  that  no  drink  should 
be  taken  at  meals,  nor  for  three  hours  afterwards,  lest  the  gastric 
juice  should  be  diluted,  and  the  digestion  thereby  weakened.  From 
an  attentive  observation  of  man  and  animals  in  almost  every  parallel 
of  latitude  and  climate  of  the  globe,  and  among  nations  the  nearest 
to  a  state  of  nature,  1  am  disposed  to  draw  a  very  different  conclusion. 
Both  men  and  animals,  under  these  circumstances,  drink  iaunedtate^ 
after  eating ;  and  this,  I  am  convinced,  is  the  salutary  habit  But  er- 
en  this  rule  is  not  absolute.  It  must  vary  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year,  and  the  exercise,  &c.  of  the  individual.  In  hot  weather, 
when  there  is  great  exudation  from  the  pores  of  the  skin,  and  particu- 
larly where  exercise  is  taken  before  dinner,  the  food  must  be  diluted 
by  drink  during  the  meal,  and  vice  vena. 

^^  Parallel  of  Enjoyment  and  Suffering  in  Drinks — The  water  drink- 
er glides  tranquilly  through  life,  without  much  exhilaration  or  depres- 
sion, and  escapes  many  diseases  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  sub- 
ject. The  winedrinker  experiences  short,  but  vivid  periods  of  rap- 
ture, and  long  intervals  of  gloom;  he  is  also  more  subject  to  disease. 
The  balance  of  enjoyment,  then,  turns  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  wa- 
ter drinker,  leaving  out  his  temporal  prosperity  and  future  anticipations, 
and  the  nearer  we  keep  to  his  regimen,  the  happier  we  shall  be. 
Here,  however,  as  in  all  other  things,  there  is  a  certain  latitude  with- 
ni  the  range  of  health  and  happiness,  which  the  wise  man  and  the 
philosopher  will  occasionally  traverse  round,  but  not  exceed.  The 
native  fountain  is  in  the  centre  of  this  circle,  and  from  it  our  eccentric 
divergences  should  be  narrowly  watched  and  carefully  limited. 

"JAMES  JOHNSON." 


Dr.  Trotter  in  his  essay  on  drunkenness,  p.  137,  Boston  edition  says, 
^  A  train  of  complaints  of  the  most  dai^erous  nature  at  once  destroy- 
ing the  body  and  depraving  the  mind  are  the  certain  followers  of  ha- 
bitual ebriety.  Amidst  all  the  evils  of  human  life  no  cause  of  disease 
hia  so  wide  a  range  or  so  large  a  share  as  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 
More  than  one  half  of  all  the  sudden  deaths  that  occur  are  in  a  fit  of 
intoxication." 

'  The  EUlinburgh  Encyclopaedia  quotes  from  the  same  essay  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph.  ^^The  following  diseases  are  brought  on  by  the 
free  use  of  vinous  liquors,  viz.  1 .  Those  that  appear  during  the  fit  of  in- 
toxication; apoplexy, epilepsy,  hysterical  affections,  convulsions,  onei- 
rodynia :  And  2.  Those  which  are  induced  by  the  continued  habit  of 
drinking;  inflammation  of  the  brain,pleurisy,  inflammation  of  the  stom- 
achy Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  rheumatism,  opthalmia  or  inflammation 
of  the  eyes,  carbuncles,  diseased  liver,  gout,  schirrous  of  the  lower 
viscera  of  the  chest,  jaundice,  dyspepsy  or  indigestion,  dropsy,  atrophy 
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or  emaciation  of  the  body,  fainting,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  locked^ 
jaw,  paby,  alce^^  madneas,  idiocy,  meiancholy  and  premature  old 
age.^  iSee  Edin,  Ency,  ArU  DrunktnntMM. 

Respecting  the  temperate  bat  hal>itual  use  of  wine  the  writer  of  the 
article  above  mentioned  says,  ^  It  is  not  drinliing  always  to  the  point 
of  intoilcation,  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  intemperance.  The 
health  as  well  as  the  mental  faculties  may  be  ruined  by  a  regular 
coarse  of  what  some  consider  as  sober  drinking.  Half  a  bottle  or  more 
of  wine,  for  example,  taken  eyery  day  is  thought  by  many  to  do  no 
harm.  But  perhaps  the  degree  of  constant  excitement  thus  kept  up 
is  more  trying  to  the  system  and  ultimately  more  pernicious,  than  get- 
ting completely  drunk  would  be  at  longer  intenrais.  Dr.  Gregory  in 
his  lectures  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  of  the  two«  a  man  had  better 
drink  no  wine  during  the  month  and  then  at  the  end  of  it  make  him- 
self completely  drank,  than  swallow  half  a  bottle  of  Port  every  day* 
thoogh  he  may  never  seem  to  be  thereby  intoxicated  at  all.  Because 
in  the  former  case  the  system  has  time  to  recover  itself  from  the  shock 
given  it  before  k  receives  another;  whereas  iu  the  latter  case,  ills 
constantly  kept,  as  it  were  apon  the  stretch.^' 

^^  Wine,^  the  same  author  remarks,  ^  is  an  excellent  remedy  for 
some  diseases ;  but  why  take  physic  when  in  good  health  V^ 

^  Id  attempting  to  prevent  or  cure  the  drunken  habit,'^  the  writer  re- 
marks, ^^  Jiff  from  the  approaching  plague  ;  is  a  most  invaluable  maxim. 
Let  every  individoal  who  has  the  least  regard  for  his  safety  beware ! 
Scarcely  any  thing  can  equal  the  danger  of  his  once  giving  way.  If 
he  indulges  evereo  Hitle^  the  desire  he  may  feel  for  the  stimulus  of  vi- 
nous llqoors,  he  is  in  the  utmost  peril  of  being  ultimately  undone. 
The  enemy  once  admitted  will  scarcely  ever  be  expelled.^' 


From  Dr.  CalhounU  Introductory  Addrees,  prefixed  to  the  Amerir 
can  edition  of  Gregory* s  Practice  of  Physic. 

Speaking  of  the  manner  of  living  and  of  the  diseases  in  the  United 
States  he  says  on  p.  31.  Vol.  1.—^^  We  differ  from  our  ancestors  in  eat- 
ing more  animal  food  and  drinking  more  spirituous  liquors ;  although 
as  to  the  latter  article  perhaps,  it  may  be  safely  said,  that  the  coo- 
somption  of  these  destructive  and  pernicious  stimulants  increases  by 
degrees  as  we  go  from  the  North  to  the  South,  where  we  see  intem- 
perance prostrating  her  vktims  on  every  side,  and  bringing  along  with 
her  the  usual  train  of  lazy  habits  and  dissolute  morals.  If  we  have 
any  vlee  which  can  be  called  national,  it  is  intemperance :  the  quanti- 
ty coosamed  yearly  is  prodigious. '^ — Again,  p.  32,  ^^  Apoplexy  and  pal- 
sy are  often  the  result  of  intemperate  habits;  in  the  Middle  and  Soulh- 
em  States  particularly.^ — And  on  p.  33,  ^^  Pyrosis  and  indigestion  are 
often  the  result  of  Intemperance.  Dropsy  generally  occurs  among 
the  poor,  the  irregular,  and  intemperate.'^ 

The  debasing  effect  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  labouring  ckisses, 
especially  in  the  cities,  is  shewn  in  the  horrid  fact  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing remark  on  p.  33. — ^  Among  the  labouring  clave^i^tlvcxiVaVs 
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Iq  the  dtiei^  th«re  are  few  individaals  who  have  not  had  their  ceasti- 
tatioos  aerioasi  J  affected  by  the  diAeaae  resulting  from  itnpare  cbboes- 
ion.**  How  deplorable  is  the  condition  of  the  o(&pring  of  sach  paf^ 
eots! 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  BODIES  RELATIVE  TO 
THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF 
TEMPERANCE. 


Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Preslyterian  Church  in  the  United  States^ 
hfdd  in  Philadelphia^  May,  1827. — Extracts  from  the  printed 
Miiiutes  of  the  Assembly  > 

May  ?8th.    The  Committee  on  Overture  No.  9,  viz. 

A  coinmunlcHtion  from  the  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Temperance,  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
Ble. 

^  Resolved,  That  agreeably  to  a  recommendation  of  the  committee 
in  their  report,  the  Agent  of  that  Society  be  heard  before  the  Asaem- 
hly  this  allemoon  at  5  o'clock." 

''  At  the  time  appointed.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  Agent  of  the 
American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance,  addressed  the 
Assembly." 

^  The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  communication  from  the  Aitoer- 
^can  Society  tor  the  promotion  of  temperance,  was  taken  np  and  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

^  It  is  unnecessary  to  adduce  evidence  of  the  increasing  prevalence 
of  intemperance  in  our  beloved  country,  to  convince  this  Assembly 
that  vigorous  and  united  efforts  ought  immediately  to  be  made,  to  re- 
atrain  and  prevent  this  most  ruinous  of  all  vices.  For  several  years 
past,  this  subject  has  occupied  the  attention  of  our  Presbyteries  and 
Synods,  as  well  as  that  of  the  religious  bodies  with  which  we  are  con- 
nected. Patriotic  and  philanthropic  men  also,  without  distinction  of 
sect  or  party,  have  long  ago  observed  the  growing  ravages  of  this  na- 
tional evil,  and  they  anxiously  inquire,  ^  What  can  be  done  to  check 
and  suppress  it  V 

**  Your  committee,  therefore,  are  persuaded,  that  the  Presbyterian 
Church  In  the  United  States  will,  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  cooperate 
#ilh  their  christian  brethren  of  every  denomination,  together  with  ev- 
ery other  fViend  of  our  country  and  of  humanity,  in  one  great  nation- 
al effort  to  accomplish  a  universal  change  in  the  habits  and  customs  of 
onr  country,  relative  to  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

^  A  national  Society  of  this  character  was  formed  in  Boston,  a  year 
agV)  last  February,  under  the  nnme  of  ^  the  American  Society  for  the 
promotion  of  Temperance.^  Its  members  are  elected  from  the  North- 
em  and  Middle  States  ;  and  as  soon  as  practicable,  many  Others  will 
he  added  from  every  section  of  the  land,  without  distinction  of  reli- 
gions denomination  or  political  pnrty. 
^  Having  careftiliy  examined  the  Constitution  of  this  Society,  and 
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hvmg  also  heaad  a  more  psrticiilar  exposition  of  its  priiici)ilet,  pUat| 
and  prospects  from  the  Agent,  who  is  oow  in  this  City,  your  cotnmlt- 
tee  are  prepared,  eamestiy  to  recommend  it  to  the  prayers  and  sup- 
port of  our  brethren. 

^  For  this  purpose,  we  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  this  Assem* 
bly,  the  following  resolutions. 

^^  1.  Resolved,  that  this  Assembly  approve  the  object  of  the  AiAeri- 
can  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance. 

^  &  Resolved  that  it  be  eamestiy  recommended  to  the  Presbyteries 
and  congregations  under  our  care  to  cooperate  with  the  friends  of 
this  society  in  extendin|^  its  principles  throughout  our  country.^' 

In  their  Narrative  of  the  state  of  religion  the  Assembly  say, — ^Tbe. 
report  of  abounding  intemperance  is  still  heard  from  many  sections  of  the 
church.  From  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south,  we  hear  the  loud- 
est complaints  of  the  ravages  of  this  destructive  vice.  And,  althowh 
in  many  places  its  progress  has  been  partially  arrested  by  the  loflv- 
ence  of  moral,  religious,  and  physical  causes,  we  have  to  lament  that 
it  still  exerts  a  desolating  power  over  vast  numbers  in  our  land. 
When,  O  when,  shall  man,  ^  the  glory  of  creation,^  cease  to  merge  his 
high  character  and  destinies  in  this  sink  of  brutish  defilement  !^' 

And  in  their  pastoral  letter  they  say  also  that, — ^^The  desolating 
evils  of  hitemperauce  might  be  greatly  checked,  if  christians  would 
with  one  accord,  regulate  their  conduct  according  to  evangelical  prin- 
ciples.'^ 

^  Disciples  of  Jesus !  do  you  consecrate  your  all  to  the  service  of 
God,  when  your  time  is  entirely  devoted  either  to  business,  or  recre- 
ation ;  when  your  weal^  is  either  hoarded  up,  or  spent  in  the  purchase 
of  pleasure ;  when  your  influence  is  rU  emploved  on  worldly  inter* 
estB  f  How  can  your  souls  prosper,  when  you  hold  back  a  great  part 
of  whatQod  requires?  Will  the  Judge  of  all,  award  heaven  to  those 
who  give  to  him  divided  hearts  ?  Brethren,  consider  what  we  aay, 
and  the  Lord  give  you  understanding  in  all  things. 

^  The  General  Assembly  are  the  more  earnest  on  this  topic,  because 
the  reports  brought  up  this  year,  give  evidence  of  the  prevalence  of 
many  fearful  and  desolating  evils. 

^Intemperance,  that  giant  vice,  marches  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  and  carries  destruction  in  its  train.  Its  name  is 
Apollyon :  it  destroys  health,  wealth,  reputation  domestic  happineSB| 
conscience,  the  soul. 

^  Qaming^  in  various  forms,  particularly  in  horse-racing  and  lotierie$ 
is  Increasing  most  alarmingly,  in  the  country ;  and  spreading  the  evils 
of  pauperism,  indolence,  improvidence,  eitravagance,  and  drunkennesSi 
hi  a  manner  most  fearful.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  unspeakable  grief  to 
ns  to  learn,  that  even  professors  of  religion,  misled  by  the  avowed  de- 
sign of  lotteries,  sometimes  give  countenance  and  support  to  this  most 
pernicious  species  of  gambling. 

^^  Sabbath-breakings  in  various  forms,  proves  the  general  prevalence 
of  ungodliness,  and  too  oAen,  the  low  regard  which  even  professing 
have  for  God^  holy  day.    It  has  been  reported  lo  va^  bt«lW 
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reo,  that  members  and  even  oflicen  of  the  Church,  not  mfreqaently 
Titit,  or  set  out  on  joumies  on  the  sabbath ;  and  that  they  meet  at  pirn* 
ces  of  worship,  apparently  more  for  the  purpose  of  talking  of  cropa, 
and  the  prices  of  produce,  and  discussing  the  political  questions  of  the 
day,  than  to  worship  in  God^s  sanctuary,  and  hold  communion  with 
the  Holy  One  in  the  ordinances  of  his  house.  Is  this  what  the  Lord 
your  God  requireth  of  you,  brethren  ?  Is  this  making  the  sabbath  a 
delight,  and  counting  it  holy  and  honourable  ? 

^^  We  also  hear  that  there  is,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  a  rising 
of  the  spirit  of  infidelity ;  and  in  others,  a  zealous  propagation  of  erro- 
neous and  heretical  opinions,  destructive  of  the  very  life  of  Christiani- 
ty- 

^  In  our  multiplying  population,  thousands  too  are  growing  op  aa 

heathen  ;  and  souls  are  dying  in  ignorance  and  sin.^' 

We  consider  that  the  vice,  impiety,  and  infidelity  so  forcibly  de- 
scribed in  the  above  passage  are  to  be  attributed  in  g^eat  measure,  to 
the  practice  of  using  spirituous  liquors.  Those  offences  against  morals 
and  religion  are  but  seldom  found  in  strictly  temperate  communities.^' 


OenercU  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  Session,  June,  1827. 

^  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit,  the  agent  of  the  American  Society  for  the 
promotion  of  Temperance,  appeared  before  Synod,  and  eiplained  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  said  Society.  A  copy  of  proceedings  at  the 
organization  of  the  society,  of  its  constitution  and  of  the  address  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  presented  and  read. 

^  Resolved,  that  the  communications  received  by  Synod  on  the  sub- 
ject of  intemperance  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  C.  D.  Westbrook,  J.  A.  Wyckoof  and  Samuel  A.  Van  Tran- 
ken,  and  the  elders  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  Singleton  Mitchell. 

^"^he  committee  reported  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  •• 
follows,  viz. 

^^  The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  preventing  Intemperance,  re- 
commend to  the  General  Synod  the  following  resolution ; 

^  Resolved  that  this  Synod  have  heard  with  deep  interest  and  paio- 
fol  solicitude  the  address  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit,  on  the  eausei,  the 
eomeqmnces  and  the  remedy  of  Intemperance  ;  that  it  cordially  approvea 
the  object  of  the  Society  of  which  he  is  the  agent ;  and  that  it  be 
hereby  affectionately  recommended  to  the  Ministers,  Consistories,  and 
Congregations  under  its  care,  to  promote  the  cause  of  Temperance  by 
precept  and  example,  and  as  one  means  of  furthering  this  most  benev« 
elent  object  to  discourage  the  tnducrttfitiui^e  use  of  ardent  spirits  in 
family  and  social  circles. 

By  Order,        CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK,  Chairman. 

^^  The  above  is  a  true  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Sy- 
nod of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  convened  in  ordinary  session  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  June,  1827. 

Quod  Testatur, 
THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk,  pro  tern.'' 


55 

General  Association  of  Connecticut^  Annual  Meetings  Stratford^ 

June,  1827. 

^^  Resolved,  That  this  Association  do  cordially  approTe  of  the  princi- 
ples and  objects  of  the  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Tem- 
perance ;  and  that  we  will  use  our  influence  as  pastors  to  prevent  en- 
tirely the  common  use  and  all  the  abuses  of  ^  strong  drinlc.' '' 

bi  their  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  Religion,  they  say,  ^^  The 
progress  of  Intemperance  which  once  seemed  beyond  control,  is  be- 
giniiing  to  receive  a  check.  In  many  places  the  important  discovery 
has  been  made,  by  actual  eiperiment,  that  union  and  decision,  among 
the  Tirtuous  part  of  community,  in  discountenancing  the  use  of  Ardent 
Spirits,  is  effectual  to  check  its  progress — to  guard  the  rising  genera- 
tion against  it — and  to  diminish  very  greatly  its  attendant  evils.'' 


General  Association  of  Massachusetts,  at  their  meeting  in  Worcester ^ 
June,  1827. — Extracts  from  their  Minutes. 

Thursday,  June  28th. — The  following  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  Temperance  were  moved  and  adopted,  viz. 

1.  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  object  and  operations  of  the 
^^  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance,''  and  we  ear- 
nestly hope  that  the  practice  of  entire  abstinence  from  the  use  of  dis- 
tilled liquors  will  become  universal. 

2.  That  we  will  abstain  from  the  use  of  distilled  liquors  ourselires; 
that  we  will  not  have  them  used,  except  as  a  medicine  in  case  of  bod" 
ily  infirmity,  in  our  families ;  that  we  will  not  provide  them  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  entertainment  for  our  friends ;  and  that  we  will,  in  all  suitable 
ways,  discountenance  the  use  of  them  in  the  community. 


General  Convention  of  Vermont,  Session  at  Montpelier,  Sept.  1827. 

In  their  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  Religion,  they  say, — ^  The 
promotion  of  temperance.  We  rejoice  this  subject  is  beginning  to  as- 
sume a  commanding  attitude  and  to  challenge  that  attention  which  it 
has  long  solicited  with  little  effect  Wherever  men  have  had  the  vir- 
tue to  deny  themselves,  or  the  magnanimity  to  resist  a  shameful  cus- 
tom, long  enough  to  make  a  fair  experiment,  it  has  been  fully  demon- 
strated that  ardent  spirit  is  not  required  by  the  laws  of  courtesy  or  the 
necessities  of  la(>or.  By  the  exertions  of  societies  and  individuals  in 
many  towns,  a  great  check  has  bee.n  given  to  that  loathsome  vice 
which  completes  the  deg^radation  of  degraded  man.  In  one  of  the  first 
towns  in  the  state,  we  learn,  that,  from  the  best  information  tha{  could 
be  obtained,  leu  than  half  the  quantity  qf  ardent  spirit  was  consumed  the 
last  ytar  thai  had  been  consumed  informer  years.  Gentlemen  of  every 
rank  and  employment  there,  and  in  other  places,  have  become  con- 
Tinced  that  to  be  treated  politely  is  not  to  be  treated  with  ardent  spir- 
its." 
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Proceeding  of  the  members  of  Park  Street  Churchy  BoeUrti* 

At  a  meeting,  held  on  the  15th  of  April,  1827,  to  receive  the  Report 
€f  a  Committee  preyiously  appointed  to  consider  the  eipediency  of 
adopting  some  measurefl  in  furtherance  of  the  efforts  which  are  now 
making  for  the  promotion  of  temperance, 

The  following  Report  was  made  by  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  such 
measares  as  it  may  be  expedient  for  this  church  to  adopt  to  forward 
the  g^eneral  efforts  that  are  now  making  for  the  promotion  of  tempe- 
rance, in  coming  to  a  decision,  have  been  influenced  by  the  followii^ 
considerations. 

That  while  all  admit  and  deplore  the  evils  of  intemperance,  y«t  the 
reformation  oi  persons  given  up  to  intemperate  habits,  has  in  general, 
been  found  hopeless. 

That  our  object  therefore  should  be,  to  prevent  entirely  the  formm- 
tion  of  such  habits,  by  arraying  public  opinion  against  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  in  any  quantity,  as  an  article  of  drink,  as  both  useless  and 
injtirious. 

And  that  to  the  church  of  Christ  is  committed  the  duty  of  regulating 
and  enlightening  the  public  opinion  by  the  exhibition  of  truth  and  by 
example. 

In  view  of  the  above  mentioned  considerations,  we  would  submit  tke 
following  resolution. 

^  Rtmhed^  That  we  as  a  church,  feel  ourselves  required  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel,  to  abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
except  as  an  article  of  medicine,  and  also,  to  exert  all  our  influence  te 
restrain  others  from  a  habit  so  pernicious." 

The  foregoing  Report  was  accepted  and  the  Resolutioa  adoptedy 
aem.  con. 

Copied  from  the  records  by  WILLIAM  J.  HUBBARD. 

The  church  in  Essex  Street,  Boston,  adopted  about  the  same  time 
resolutions  of  the  same  purport.  Other  churches  have  done  the  same, 
but  we  cannot  with  accuracy  designate  them.  If  every  christian 
church  In  the  United  States  would  take  the  same  stand  as  that  in  Park 
Street,  the  change  which  would  follow  would  be  productive  of  incal- 
culable benefit.  There  are  not  fewer  than  10259  churches  and  soci- 
eties composed  of  Presbyterians,  Congreg^tionalipts,  Episcopalians, 
Baptists,  Methodists,  and  Friends,  containing  about  860,972  members,* 
who  are  professed  christians.  Shall  we  overrate  the  self-denial  and 
iobriety  of  this  host  of  the  visible  followers  of  Christ,  if  we  suppose 
that  they  make  but  a  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirits?  And  if  they  use 
but  a  liitky  will  they  scruple  to  make  so  small  a  sacrifice  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rescuing  this  country  from  the  desolating  pestilence — intempe- 
rance! Let  every  minister  of  Christ  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  church 
under  his  care  is  not  so  far  sunk  in  sottishness,  as  to  refuse  to  make  so 
tmaU  a  $aeMee  for  so  great  a  good.    If  every  church  will  but  come 

*  See  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Ainer.  Education  Society,  No.  3.  Jan.  1828. 
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to  the  determiBstioD  that  iti  memben  will  no  hHiger  parchiMe,  drink, 
give  away,  or  sell  the  drink  of  dtr%mkinne$s^  we  hesitate  not  to  expresi 
our  confident  belief  that  in  ten  yean,  intemperance  will  either  cease 
to  exist  or  be  driven  out  of  sight 

Is  it  an  extrayagant  supposition,  that  If  each  one  of  the  860,972 
memben  of  the  vuiible  church  would  abstain  himself  and  use  his  in^ 
flaence  over  his  relatives,  neighbours,  and  friends,  to  induce  them  to 
abstain  lilcewise,  be  would  in  one  year  penuade  one  to  imitate  his  ex- 
ample t  If  tliis  were  done,  in  one  year  860,972  immortal  beings  would 
be  led  back  from  this  ^  broad  road  that  goeth  down  to  destruction.^' 
If  these  again  should  begin  the  work  of  mercy  on  others,  they  with 
the  former  would  in  another  year  recover  twice  that  number  vis. 
1^721,944.  In  this  manner  the  healing  and  restoring  efficacy  of  a  pure 
example  and  kind  persuasion  would  extend  until  all  or  nearly  all  would 
be  brought  within  the  pale  of  safety. 

As  specimens  of  the  results  of  efforts  made  to  promote  the  cause  of 
temperance  in  many  of  the  towns  in  N.  Eng.  we  subjoin  the  following. 

Extracts  from  a  Utter  of  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  Pomeroy^  pastor  of  the 
the  Cong.  Church  and  Soc.  in  Gorham^  Me.  to  Dr.  Edwards. 

^  The  cause  of  Temperance  moves  on  well  in  this  place.  Several 
of  oor  moat  confirmed  drinken  have  abandoned  the  practice  for  a  few 
weeks.  I  should  think  that  from  fifty  to  an  hundred  temperate  meo 
have  entered  with  much  earnestness  on  the  practice  of  entire  alwti- 
aeoce.  New  instances  of  this  come  to  my  knowledge  almost  every 
day.  in  one  instance  a  deaf  and  dumb  man,  of  about  My  yean  old, 
who  has  been  trained  to  temperate  drinking,  has  abandoned  it  wholly. 
Some  of  our  lai^est  farmen  have  declared  their  determination  to  per- 
mit  no  ardent  spirits  in  any  season  to  be  used  on  their  farms.  Two 
nerchanti  have  done  selling  ardent  spirits." 

A  gentleman  of  Norwich,  Conn,  informed  our  agent  that  about  75 
persons  had  joined  the  Norwkh-falls  Temperate  Society  ;  one  of  the 
artfclea  of  which  is,  an  entire  abstinence  from  spirituous  liqnon  except 
fm  medicinal  uses.  Several  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  also 
ktd  ceased  to  sell  distilled  llquon ;  and  that  on  inquiry  it  was  ascer- 
tafafted  that  one  quarter  only  as  much  spirits  had  been  sold  during  the 
year  1827  as  In  the  year  preceding. 

The  diminished  demand  for  spirituous  liquon  In  Boston,  and  the 
elect  of  the  efforts  made  in  that  city  for  several  yean  in  reducing  the 
Bumber  of  licensed  houses,  appean  from  the  following  table,  wiiich 
was  obtained  firom  tlie  higliest  authority. 

1822    Itt23    1B!24    1835    1826    1827 


Innholdert          67 

38 

44 

38 

34 

39 

Victoallert       496 

630 

518 

556 

616 

504 

Retailers           113 

103 

65 

43 

17 

17 

Coolectioiien       9 

8 

3 

5 

5 

2 

675    679    430    642    572    Mt 
S 
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While  the  ahove  (able  shows  that  the  namber  of  licensed  penom 
tnd  places  is  diminished,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  population  has 
increased,  in  1822,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  49,000 ;  in  1827^ 
6-1,000. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  a  society  was  formed  in  ProTldence, 
R.  I.  by  the  young  men  in  that  town.  How  many  of  them  entered  In- 
to an  engagement  to  abstain  entirely  from  drinking  spirituous  liquors 
we  are  not  informed.  We  recollect  the  notice  of  the  meeting,  at  which 
their  society  was  organized,  as  we  found  it  in  one  of  the  Providence 
newspapers,  stated  that  there  were  as  many  as  two  hundred  and  fifty 
young  men  present.  A  gentleman  also  observed  to  our  Agent,  that 
there  are  very  few  young  men  of  any  respectability  in  that  town,  who 
are  now  seen  to  frequent  drinking  houses,  or  are  known  to  make  any 
use  of  ardent  spirits. 

The  foregoing  instances  are  produced  merely  as  examples.  We  be- 
lieve that  similar  effects  have  followed  our  efforts  in  this  great  and 
good  work  in  more  than  fifly  towns  in  New  England  alone. 


The  following  is  the  form  of  agreement  adopted  by  the  ^^  Associa- 
tion of  Heads  of  Families  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance,^  in  the 
South  Parish  of  Andover,  Mass. 

^^  Believing  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  Is,  for  persons  (n 
health,  not  only  unnecessary,  but  hurtful ;  that  it  is  the  cause  of  form- 
ing intemperate  appetites  and  habits ;  and  that,  while  it  is  continued, 
the  evils  of  intemperance  can  never  be  prevented. 

^^  Therefore,  we,  the  subscribers,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  our 
own  welfare,  and  that  of  the  community,  ag^e  that  we  will  al^tain 
from  the  use  of  distilled  spirits,  except  as  a  medicine  in  case  of  bodily 
infirmity ;  th»t  we  will  not  allow  the  use  of  them  in  our  families,  nor 
provide  them  for  the  entertainment  of  our  friends,  or  for  persons  m 
our  employment;  and  that  In  all  suitable  ways,  we  will  discounte- 
nance the  use  of  them  In  the  Community. 

Andfwer,  Mass.  Sept.  1826.'* 

The  above  agreement  is  subscribed  by  the  Professors  in  the  The- 
ological Seminary — the  Instructers  of  Phillips  Academy — the  Treasu- 
rer of  both  these  Institutions  who  is  also  President  of  the  Bank  in  that 
place — the  Secretary  of  the  American  Education  Society — the  then 
Pastor  and  present  deacons  of  the  Church,  with  other  leading  charac- 
ters in  the  society — amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  fifty. 

The  same  form  for  young  men,  with  the  omission  only  of  the  words 
and  phrases  appropriate  to  heads  of  families,  is  also  subscribed  by 
members  of  the  two  seminaries  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty eight. 

Similar  associations  have  been  formed  in  most  of  the  colleges  in  New 
England,  and  in  that  at  Princeton,  N.  J. 

We  would  earnestly  entreat  the  Preceptors  and  teachers  of  Academies 
and  schools,  to  transcribe  the  foregoing  form  in  a  book,  or  prepare  an- 
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otiier  of  the  same  purport,  and  when  they  have  Ailly  exhibited  to  their 
papils  the  dangers  to  which  thej  are  exposed,  and  the  advantages  of 
union  and  explicitness  in  assisting  them  to  repel  temptation,  and  the 
great  beneOts  which  their  example  will  confer  on  their  friends  and 
companions,  then  invite  them  to  subscribe  their  names  to  it 

We  would  here  suggest  a  caution  to  all  who  may  take  an  active  part 
in  this  business, — riaL—^ever  reproach  either  a  ymuh  or  an^  other  penom 
who  doe»  not  wbscribe  an  engagement  like  the  one  above  mentioned  ;  nor 
teaee  him  by  frequent  and  over  urgent  solicitationt  to  comply  i»ith  your 
withes,  LfOave  him  to  be  operated  on  by  the  example  of  his  compan* 
kms,  with  an  occasional  but  mild  repetition  of  the  reasons  why  every 
person  without  distinction  should  put  himself  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  reach  of  the  destroyer. 

In  this  connexion  we  subjoin  the  following  resolutions,  which  after  a 
fall  discussion,  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  members  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance  at  their 
iate  annual  meeting  in  Boston,  Nov.  5,  1827,  to  which  we  add  oar 
own  most  cordial  approbation. 

^  1.  Reeohed, — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  ardent  spirits  are  not  necessary  as  a  refreshment  or  a 
sof  port  to  the  strength  during  labor ;  but  on  the  contrary,  are  abso- 
lutely injurious  to  the  health ;  that  to  the  general  moderate  use  of  them 
is  to  be  chiefly  attributed  the  prevalent  habit  of  intemperance ;  and 
that  entire  abstinence  from  their  use,  except  when  prescribed  as  med- 
icines, be  recommended  to  all  classes  of  Society. 

^  2.  Retohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  ship  owners,  masters  of 
Tewels,  fiurmers,  mechanics,  proprietors  and  superintendants  of  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  all  others  having  the  care  of  young  per- 
sons when  first  entering  upon  laborious  occupations,  to  endeavour  to 
Induce  those  under  their  charge,  to  form  the  habit  of  labor  without 
any  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

^  3.  Reeohed^ — That  it  be  recommended  to  all  having  the  chaise  of 
the  education  of  the  young,  to  endeavour  to  produce  upon  their  minds 
a  strong  impression  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  even  a  moderate  use 
of  ardent  spirits.^^ 

It  may  give  authority  to  the  above  resolutions  to  inform  our  distant 
readers  that  the  celebrated  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  of  Boston  is  the  Pres- 
ident of  that  Society ;  whose  zealous  exertions  to  promote  its  benevo- 
lent ends  will  prevent  more  diseases  and  wounds  than  even  his  pre- 
eminent medical  and  sui^ical  talents  have  cured.  If  every  physician 
would  imitate  his  bright  example,  the  pestilence,  intemperance,  would 
soon  be  driven  from  our  abodes. 
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Vmrwus  SUUementt  mnd  Esiimaiei  to  show  the  Annual  ieitruetiom 
of  health,  recuonj  and  life  in  the  United  States j  produced  by  Ab 
use  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

BlJAh  OF  MORTALITY 

FOR  THE  OITY  AND  UBERTlEfl  OF  PHIIiADELPElf  A,  FOR  THE  TEAft  UH. 

Br  Teennin|r  to  Ui«  opiniooi  of  PhTneian,  qaotod  o*  Um  prteodiof  PM^)  H  vMl  appaar  ttH 
tlM  followinf  mteaiM  are  nuMt  commonly  the  effect  of  tbe  habitual  lue  of  duuUed  epirtU :  a  kiga 
proportion,  tMrrefbre,  of  tbe  deaths  reportadf  na  haring  reealted  from  them,  is  to  be  attrlbntad  t» 
tbat  catiM. 

Atrophy 31      Dropsy 7t 

Apo^exy 21  Dropty  of  the  Breait    .    .    •    .    9S 

CoDFaliioiu 258      Consumptaon M7 

Epilepsy 15       Palsy 31 

Inflammation  of  the  Brain      .     •    60       Insanity 1$ 

Inflammation  of  the  Breast     .     .    30      Diarrhoea 99 

Inflammation  of  the  Lirer      .     .    54       Dehility TTf 

Inflammation  of  the  Stomach           3S  Fevers  of  varioin  kindi      •    •     •  4SS 

Inflammation  of  the  Bowels   •    •    73  ■■' 

Total        2113 

Remarks.  1.  Of  tbe  above  nmnber,  859  are  under  20  years  of  age. 
But  it  is  well  known  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  intelligent  fam- 
ilies, the  practice  of  giving  the  various  kinds  of  distilled  spirits,  either 
alone  or  In  mixtures  of  which  they  are  the  principal  ingredient,  to  In- 
fantB  and  children  to  relieve  the  complaints  to  which  they  are  subjecti 
is  universiil.  By  this  means,  the  maladies  of  infancy  and  childhood  are 
aggravated,  and  in  many  cases  rendered  mortal,  when,  by  a  different 
treatment,  they  would  have  recovered.  Nearly  all  the  diseases  of  in- 
fants and  children  are  acute  and  of  an  inflammatory  character.  Distil- 
led spirits,  therefore,  the  most  powerful  in  the  list  of  excitants,  in- 
crease the  febrile  action  in  the  highly  susceptible  systems  of  infancy 
and  childhood ;  and  give,  in  many  cases,  a  fatal  turn  to  the  distempen 
peculiar  and  common  to  their  age. 

2.  It  is  well  known,  also,  that  among  the  poor  and  intemperate, 
whiskey  and  cider-brandy  are  given  to  infants  to  quiet  them,  and  to 
young  children  as  substitutes  for  plenty  of  food,  and  for  warmth.  There 
are,  besides,  a  multitude  of  families  in  which  the  parents  admit  their 
children  to  participate  In  their  daily  drams.  The  tendency  of  this 
practice  to  impair  the  health  of  young  persons  is  obvious.  But  we 
are  persuaded  that  the  number  of  early  deaths  occasioned  by  it,  par- 
ticularly in  the  cities,  is  not  duly  estimated.  For  tbe  purpose  of  ex- 
hibiting the  mischievous  efiects,  which  the  fiery  liquiik,  whiskey,  ci- 
der-brandy, and  New  England  rum  must  produce  on  the  delicate  fibres 
of  infants  and  children,  we  will  refer  to  an  experiment  made  of  the 
effects  of  a  much  milder  beverage — that  of  wine.  Dr.  Parris,  hi  his 
Treatise  on  Diet,  page  93,  note,  American  edition  relates,  that  ^^  A 
Surgeon  gave  to  two  of  his  children,  for  a  week  alternately,  after  din- 
ner, to  the  one  a  full  glass  of  Sherry  and  to  the  other  a  large  China 
orange.  The  effects  that  followed  were  sufficient  to  prove  the  injuri- 
ous tendency  of  vinous  liquor,  (n  the  one,  the  pulse  was  quickened, 
the  heat  increased,  the  urine  became  high  coloured,  and  the  stools  des- 
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tttote  of  (he  matA  qiuuitity  of  bile ;  whik  Uio  odior  oiUUted  ewetf 
ipposraoce  that  indicated  high  health.  The  sane  efiecta  foUowed 
when  the  eiperiment  was  reyened.'^ — If  the  iDdkationfl  of  disease  in 
tbia  caae  were  so  decisive  from  the  effects  of  one  glass  of  wioe  only, 
every  24  hours,  in  the  short  space  of  a  week,  are  we  not  warranted  in 
Bsaigniog  to  afdeot  spirits  a  terrible  agency  in  destroying  the  nrolti- 
indea  of  hifants  and  children  annoally  cut  down  in  onr  coontry  ? 

3.  Of  the  whole  number  of  cases  aboyemeotioned,  we  remark — Ist, 
A  proportion  of  them  was  the  direct  result  of  ardent  spirits;  and 
Mly,  many  of  the  others  fell  yictims  to  the  seyeral  diseases  of  which 
they  died,  by  the  agency  of  two  causes — yiz. — the  one,  a  debility  of 
Hm  constitution  produced  by  the  habitual  use  of  spirituous  liquors, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  system  was  unable  to  grapple  success* 
fiiUy  wiUi  disease ; — and  the  other,  a  blunted  susceptibility  of  the 
body,  to  the  action  of  the  remedies  fitted  to  arrest  the  progre^  of 
the  several  distempers  which  attacked  them.  For  example ; — whie  is 
tfie  beat  remedy  that  can  be  employed  in  the  last  stages  of  Typhus 
ftver.  But  when  the  system  has  been  inured  to  the  more  powerful 
eHmnliis  of  ardent  Spirits,  wine  has  no  more  eflfect  upon  it,  than  so 
xnach  milk-aiid-water.  This  accounts  for  the  dreadful  hayoc  which 
ievera  of  thte  type  make  on  inebriates. 

To  the  above  list  most  be  added  the  following : — 

Fomd  dead    •     .    .  13  Violence 6 

Cataaltiei  ....  19  Unliiiowii 68— f34 

Drowned    •    ...  48  To  these  add  DninlEenneM  28 

Death  bj  Opiom      •  1  Mania  a  Potu   ....    66—83 

^icide 13                                                        

Sadden 66                                          Total        317 

Relative  to  the  annual  bills  of  mortality  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  that  for  the  year  1 826  in  particular,  we  add  to  the  remarks  be- 
fiire  made,  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  of  one  of  the  distin- 
guished phyaidaas  of  tluit  dty,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit 

"  Philtdalphia,  Septemlwr  4, 1897. 

^  Af  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  15th  ult  1  send  you  a  brief  com- 
mentary OD  our  Bill  of  Mortality  for  the  year  1826,  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  the  effects  of  distilled  spirits  on  the  health  and  life  of  man. 

^Before  interments  are  permitted  within  the  limits  of  our  city 
and  the  incorporated  districts,  the  sextons  of  the  several  burying 
grooods  are  required  to  procure  certificates  of  the  diseases  of  which 
the  deceased  were  supposed  to  have  died.  If  a  physician  has  been  in 
attendaocOy  he  is  required  to  furnish  one  for  each  case  that  occurs  in 
his  practice.  If  not,  it  is  done  by  some  one  of  the  family  or  friends  of 
the  deceaaed.  These  certificates  are  left  at  the  Health-office  at  the 
ead  of  each  week  ;  and  from  these  our  weekly  and  annual  bills  of 
mortality  are  made  op  for  publication. 

^Tbis  method  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  deaths  and  their  causes 
is  as  accurate  as  any  resorted  to  elsewhere ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  far 
fiNMB  being  strictly  so ;  and  especially  does  it  fail  in  the  report  made 
of  those  who  fidl  the  victims  of  inteioperanoe.    For  respeciaVAe  ImV- 
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lies  are  oilmen  afflicted  by  membera  who  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  mdal- 
g€Dce  in  spirituous  liquors ;  and  the  physician  who  prepares  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  case  cannot  employ  the  disg^ceful  and  shocking'  terms 
^  Drunkennesij  or  Mania  a  Potu^''  wliich  would  give  g^eat  offence,  and 
deeply  wound  the  feelings  of  a  family  already  sufficiently  distressed. 
He  is  therefore  obliged  to  call  the  disease,  ^  lt\flammaH(m  qfthe  bram^ 
Insanity^  &c.^  allhoogh  these  alledged  causes  of  death  are  wholly  the 
consequence  of  the  vice  of  drunkenness.  This  is  a  practice  well  known 
to  the  members  of  our  profession  generally,  and  though  it  is  something 
like  equiyocation,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  thought  to  re- 
quire it. 

^^  There  are  also  deaths  that  occur  suddenly  among  dram-drinkers, 
which  are  not  examined  by  physicians  at  all.  These  are  reported 
under  the  heads  ^  Sudden^  Found  dead?  In  the  statement  for  the  last 
year,  there  a^e  seotnty  nine  such  cases  mentioned ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  most  of  them  were  caused  by  drunkenness.  These,  I  think, 
are  reasons  sufficient  to  show,  that  the  deaths  assigned  in  the  Bill  of 
Mortality  to  drunkenness  and  mania  a  potu,  cannot  be  considered  as  even 
approximating  to  the  truth,  as  it  respects  the  whole  number  which  ac- 
tually resulted  from  the  effects  of  ardent  spirits.  For  these  reasons  I 
feel  warranted  in  my  opinion,  that  more  than  three  times  the  number 
stated  in  the  bill  (eighty  thr>Be)  maybe  attributed  to  that  cause ;  which 
will  swell  the  fearful  catalogue  to  two  hundred  and  forty  nine.  Besides 
these,  there  are  many  diseases  produced  by  the  use  of  s]>irituous  li- 
quors, which  often  terminate  fatally.  Such  are  apoplexy,  dropsy,  di- 
arrhoea, palsy,  debility,  &c. ;  to  which  may  be  added  many  of  the 
deaths  reported  under  ^  Casualiies^  Drovming^  as  well  as  a  considera- 
ble proportion  of  those  afflicted  with  febrile  and  inflammatory  com- 
plaints, which  are  more  frequently  fatal  to  intemperate  persons  than 
to  others. 

^^  There  are  337  deaths  reported  to  have  occurred  in  our  alms- 
house alone  during  the  past  year,  where  the  average  number  of  pau- 
pers was,  throughout  that  period,  about  900 ;  and  a  very  large  major- 
ity of  this  household  are  well  known  to  be  made  up  of  habitual  tip- 
plers. The  death  of  most  of  these  may,  therefore,  be  considered  pre- 
maturely hastened  by  drinking  ardent  spirits. 

^^  To  make  a  safe  calculation  then  of  the  number  of  deaths  In  Phil- 
adelphia, induced  by  spirituous  liquors  during  the  year,  we  will  only 
double  the  number  actually  reported  in  the  Bill  of  Mortality  under 
the  heads  of  ^  Drunkenness^  and  Mania  a  Potu^  which  will  make  166, 
adding  thereto  one  half  of  the  adults  reported  under  the  heads  ^  Apo- 
plexy, Casualties,  Dropsy,  Drowned,  Fonnd  dead,  Palsy,  and  Sudden,' 
and  we  shall  have  335  deaths,  out  of  4151,  which  occurred  the  last 
year,  justly  referrible  to  ardent  spirits.  That  this  estimate,  moreover, 
is  much  below  the  number  actually  destroyed  by  this  poison,  appears 
from  this  consideration ; — that  it  is  fewer  than  the  number  of  deaths 
which  took  place  in  the  alms-house  alone  \ 

^  Our  computation  on  this  subject  cannot  at  present  be  made  cor- 
rectly ;  and  although  it  will  be  recountii^  a  part  only  of  the  mischief 


reialting  from  the  use  of  ardent  tpirits,  to  show  the  whole  amoant  of 
mortality  they  occasion,  yet  such  a  statement  carefully  and  accurately 
compiled  is  an  important  desideratum :  this  can  easily  be  obtained  if 
medical  men  generally,  and  those  in  our  large  cities  particularly, 
would  keep  a  private  record  of  the  cases  which  fall  within  the  range 
ef  their  practice.  The  awful  estimate,  that  more  than  thirty  thousand 
liyes  are  annually  destroyed  by  spirituous  liquors  in  our  land  has  been 
recently  published  in  Mew  England ;  yet  we  fear  that  a  demonstra- 
tiire  record  made  in  the  manner  just  mentioned,  would  reyeal  a  still 
sreater  number.  Ought  not,  however,  the  destruction  of  human  life, 
^admitted  on  all  hand^  to  be  great,  although  it  might  fall  far  short  of 
oar  well  grounded  fenrs,)  reported  as  indisputably  produced  by  the 
use  of  distilled  spirits  to  compel  all  persons  whatever  to  abandon  this 
deatructive  poison  forever?  Especially  when  to  the  destruction  of 
liealth  and  life,  we  add  the  pauperism,  crime,  and  wo  which  follow 
in  the  train  of  intemperance,  to  an  extent  so  great  as  to  prevent,  1  had 
almost  said,  the  possibility  of  exaggeration." 


Computation  of  deaths  by  Intemperance. — By  Rev.  Mr.  Palfrey. 

^^  The  nnmber  of  persons  who  yearly  perish  in  these  states  by  the 
effects  of  intemperance,  according  to  one  calculation,  made  six  years 
ago,  when  our  population  was  much  smaller,  and  the  vice  less  com- 
mon, was  stated  at  10,000 ;  and  though  the  estimate  was  probably  at 
that  time  exorbitant,  1  greatly  fear  that  it  might  now  be  found  to  fall 
considerably  within  the  truth.     The  year  before,  the  bill  of  mortality 
of  one  of  the  most  exemplarily  moral  of  our  large  towns,  (1  speak  of 
the  town  of  Salem)  recorded  20  deaths,  out  of  181,  one  ninth  part,  to 
have  been  produced  directly  by  intemperance  ;  and  the  remark  is  ad- 
ded, ^  many  who  are  included  in  the  consumption  list  might  be  added 
to  the  deaths  by  intemperance,  because  it  is  ascertained,  that  habits 
of  Intemperance  have  produced  various  diseases,  which  have  termi- 
nated in  apparent  consumption.^    If  the  proportion  of  20  in  181,  the 
proportion  of  that  orderly  town,  had  been  maintained  throughout  the 
country,  intemperance  would  have  been  the  direct  cause,  that  year, 
of  the  death  of  nearly  thirty  thousand  citizens !    In  the  same  year  it 
was  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the  bills  of  mortality,  that  the  annual 
average  of  deaths  from  intoxication,  in  this  state,  was  666.    If  the  pro- 
portion of  drunkards  to  the  whole  population  be  taken  to  be  through- 
out the  Union,  the  same  as  in  this  state,  whereas  in  fact  it  is  consider- 
ably greater,  it  would  follow  that  more  than  13,000  citizens  of  this 
nation  yearly  fell  victims  to  drunkenness,  as  long  ago  as  1821.    Three 
yean  before,  from  data  which  seem  to  have  been  accurate,  as  far  as 
they  went,  it  had  been  computed,  that  intemperance  was  the  remote 
or  proximate  cause  of  the  death  of  about  three  persons  yearly,  in  a 
population  of  a  thousand  ;*  according  to  which  estimate,  the  number 
of  persons  whose  lives  are  thus  more  or  less  directly  sacrificed,  would 

*  In  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  21  persona  died  by  excess  in  driukm*  \%il  if«M^^^ 
Tbii  place  had  at  the  last  census  a  popiiJation  of  7,327.    New  Haivvii^  CoaiSV 
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be  evetj  year,  in  tl&is  state,  (Mass.)  eighitm  humiMd,  and  hi  the  UbIU 
ed  Steles,  thirty  sis  Uumemd  ! — Pa^firey  on  InUmp^  8^  edL  j^.  13, 14. 


Ntw  York  Hospital. 

The  mmber  of  patients  in  this  hospital,  according^  to  the  annual  lepoft 
of  the  €U)verDon  to  die  legisiatnre  of  that  state,  doriog  the  year  1828 
was  2171.  Of  these  731  were  paupers:  148  were  maniachs,  and  of 
these  43  were  cases  of  Deliriam  Tremens  or  Delirium  a  Potn,  which 
is  a  particular  species  of  insanity  produced  in  every  case  by  intempe* 
lance^  and  so  reported  :  205  were  cases  of  Syphilis :  1 44,  Ulcers :  104, 
Contusions :  67,  Wounds :  325,  Fevers :  37,  Dropsy.  Of  the  whole 
number,  209  died. 

The  superintendent  of  this  hospital  and  two  of  the  Tisitln|^  P^>^ 
cians  informed  the  compiler  of  this  Appendix  that  the  patients  recel^ 
ed  into  the  hoose  were  very  generally  addicted  to  intemperance,  and 
to  that  cause  they  attribute  most  of  their  diseases  and  wounds. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Reports  of  this  Hospital  during 
eight  years,  from  1815  to  1826  inclusive,  excepting  1821  to  1824  hi- 
clusive,  of  which  years  we  have  not  the  reports.  Whole  number  of 
patients,  13,534.— Paupers,  7149. — Cases  of  Syphilis,  1891.— Insanity 
from  Intemperance,  148. — Deaths,  1241. — Expenses,  {295,712  46. 
From  the  Reports  of  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum,  a  department  of  this 
hospital,  for  the  years  1822-3-4,  we  add  95  additional  cases  of  hMh 
nity  produced  l»y  intemperance,  which,  with  the  preceding,  make 
243. — The  reports  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  exhibit  the  same  de- 
plorable results,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients  received  into  it 


Mms-Hotuey  Baltimore. 

^^  Within  the  year  ending  April  30,  1826,  739  persons  were  receiv- 
ed into  the  abns-house,  Baltimore.  Of  these,  554  owed  their  roiserf 
to  the  following  causes — viz.  Debility  from  intemperance,  235 :  Inaai^ 
ity  from  drunkenness,  54 :  Syphilis,  85 :  each  of  whom  were  addicted 
to  intemperance.  Ulcers  resulting  from  the  same  cause,  34 :  Fractnies 
and  wounds  which  in  every  case  were  received  whilst  the  partiei 
were  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  28.  Various  diseases,  all  traced  to 
drunkenness,  104 :  Crippled  whilst  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  7.  Old 
age  all  hahhual  drunkaids,  7." 

JNtnt^HottSBj  FhUaddphia. 

The  number  of  Paupers  received  In  1823— 4908. — Expenses,  tH4, 
557.— fai  1824,— 5261.— Expenses,  {198,000.— In  1825,— 4394.— Ex- 


had  by  tlie  same  ceniui,  8,397  inhabitanti.  The  Medical  AsBociation  of  that 
dtj,  IB  a  late  publication,  (Feb.  1827,)  aaj, «  On  referring  to  the  list  of  deaths 
ia  this  town  during  the  year  1826,  we  find  that  of  the  94  persons  over  90  yean 
of  age,  more  tlian  one  third  were,  in  oar  opinion,  caased  or  hastened,  directij 
or  indirectly,  by  inteinperaBce  ;  and  on  referring  further  back,  we  find  a  simi- 
lar proportion  oipatabie  to  the  HLOM^canst,  forthe  two  yean 
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peum,  2201,Q00.^Id  1826r-4272.r— £jq>eii868,  {129,383.— Total  in 
4  yean,  18,826.— ^2,940.  A  great  proportion  of  these  wrelcb^ 
DieD,  women,  and  chiidreD  ovire  their  poverty  to  spirituooa  UquorB. 
One  of  the  physiciaos  of  that  city  informed  our  agent  last  sommer, 
that  it  fras  almost  always  necessary  to  administer  the  ^^  black  drop,'* 
at  m  certain  preparation  of  opium  is  called,  to  sick  paupers  when 
iiroaii^t  to  the  alms-hooM,  to  prevent  the  accession  of  deliriom  tre- 
Aieiis  from  the  intermission  of  their  accustomed  dram-drinking. 

The  alms-house  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  penitentiary  coo- 
nected  with  it,  has  about  2000  inmates  constantly,  at  the  annual  cost  of 
about  {100,000.  The  resident  physician  informed  the  compiler  of 
this  report  ^^  that  nearly  all  of  them  were  addicted  to  intemperance." 

From  a  report  made  to  the  legislature  of  JNew  Hampshire  in  1821,  by 
a  committee,  it  appears  that  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  that  state 
had  cost  them  from  1799  to  1820,'{726,547.  Average  annual  ex- 
pense, {36,327.  In  Massachusetts  there  are  7000  paupers,  whose 
support  costs  the  state  {360,000.  From  a  report  made  to  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  by  the  Secretary  of  state  in  the  year  1822,  it  ap- 
pears that  there  were  then  6,896  permanent  and  22,111  temporary 
paupers,  whose  support  cost  that  year  {470,582. 

By  means  of  these  data  we  estimate  the  number  of  paupers  in  the 
United  States  at  200,000,  whose  support  costs  {10,000,000  annually. 
We  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
Tentioo  of  Pauperism  In  the  city  of  New  York,  who.  In  one  of  their 
Heports  say,  ^^  in  the  production  of  crime  and  pauperism,  ardent  spir- 
its may  justly  be  called  the  cause  ofcatuu?^ 

Crime. 

From  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  it 
appears,  that,  from  1806  to  1826,  there  were  condemned  to  the  seve- 
nl  penitentiaries  In  the  United  States,  20,000  criminals.  It  is  admit- 
ted on  all  hands  that  these,  with  perhaps  scarcely  one  exception,  aI)^ 
Bot  only  Intemperate  persons,  but  also  that  they  were  hurried  to  the 
perpetration  of  crime  when  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The  manner  In 
which  the  excitement  of  spirituous  liquors  leads  to  atrocious  deeds  is 
thus  clearly  described  by  Sir  F.  C.  Morgan^  M.  D.  in  his  Sketches  of 
the  Philosophy  of  Life«— ^^  Legislators  know  no  better  expedient  for 
the  preTention  of  crime,  than  the  exaggeration  of  punishment.  If  the 
dread  of  danger,  or  penal  consequences,  affords  a  stronger  excitement 
than  the  temptation  to  crime,  the  most  unprincipled  villain  will  ab- 
stain from  its  commission ;  but  give  to  that  man  an  intoxicating  fluid, 
which  by  quidcening  the  circulation  shall  increase  bis  courage,  and  at 
the  same  time  hurry  on  his  Ideas  and  obscure  his  powers  of  reflection, 
and  the  deed  will  in&llibly  be  committed.'^ 

The  expense  of  confining  and  punishing  these  ylctims  of  Intempe- 
itnce  may  be  estinuted  from  the  cost  of  the  following  prisons. 

New  York  iHate  I'rifon  (dty  of  N.  T.)  from  1796  to  iwe  $1,297,343 

ManaehasetU  State  PriMn                   from  1814  to  1824  7&,at8 

Coaascticnt  State  Priion                     from  1790  to  1824  «I\^SM 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Cotirt  of  Seflslom  In  the  city  of  New  York 
that  there  were  committed  to  the  City  prison  and  Bridewell  In  thti 
city,  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1822,  to  the  20th  of  Novemher,  1826 
ll,&35  persons  for  varioos  crimes  and  misdemeanors. — InCarey^s  *" 
ton  of  Philadelphia  it  is  stated,  that  from  1813  to  1823,  the  number 
]HrlsoneTB  in  the  Mayor^s  Court  in  that  City,  arrested  for  yarioos  crim 
inal  offences,  was  16,537. — A  writer  in  the  North  American  Revie 
computes  the  number  of  persons  in  Boston  who  live  by  vice  and  c:  ~ 
ftt  2,000.    We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  adduce  testimony  to  show  thai 
more  than  three  fourths  of  this  amount  of  crime  is  the  direct  reaidt  o 
intemperance. 

Quantity  of  Ardent  Spirits  consumed^  and  its  cost* 

The  Hon.  Timothy  Pitkin  in  his  Statistics  of  the  United  States,  1816^ 
pp.  101,  102,  writes  as  follows, — ''^  The  distillation  of  grain  has,  with — 
in  a  few  yean,  increased  very  rapidly  in  this  country,  in  1801,  the 
quantity  of  spirits  distilled  from  grain  and  fruit,  jwas  estimated  at  10, 
000,000  of  gallons.  By  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  giving  an  account 
of  the  manufactures  of  the  several  states,  in  1810,  it  appears  that  the 
quantity  distilled  during  that  year,  from  fruit  and  grain,  exceeded  20, 
000,000  of  gallons.  Much  the  greatest  part  of  this,  probably  three 
quarters,  was  from  g^in.  It  is  calculated  that  a  bushel  of  rye  or  con 
wlU  produce  from  two  gallons  and  a  half  to  three  gallons  of  spirits. 
In  1810,  therefore,  between  five  and  six  millions  of  bushels  of  rye  and 
corn  must  have  been  made  into  spirits.  In  Pennsylvania  alone,  in  that 
year,  there  were  3,334  distilleries,  producing  no  less  than  6,552,284 
gallons  of  spirits,  principally  from  grain.  The  whole  or  nearly  the 
whole  of  thi8  is  consumed  in  the  United  States.  When  we  add  to  this 
the  quantity  distilled  in  this  country  from  molasses,  and  that  which  is 
Imported  and  consumed  here,  we  find  the  annual  consumption  of  spir- 
its In  the  United  States  amounting  to  31,725,417  gallons,  as  the  follow- 
Isg  calculation  will  show : 

BPIRrrS  DISTILLED  IN  TUE  UNITED  STATES  IN  1810. 

tiallon. 

From  Foreig^n  and  Domestic  materials 25,499,382 

Exports  during^  that  year 608,843 

Leaving  to  be  consumed  24,890,539 

The  average  quantity  of  Spirits  imported  and  con-  >     g,  ^o.  Qwp 

sumed  from  1801  to  1812  inclusive  J  J!!«!!_!, 

Making  31,725,417 

About /our  and  a  half  gaUom  for  every  person/^ 

Since  that  time  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  in  this  country  has 
increased  in  a  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  of  population.  A 
careful  inquiry  into  the  amount  sold  by  retail  m  several  towns  in  New 
England  lias  shown  that  about  10,000  gallons  are  consumed  among  a 
population  of  1500.  But  assuming  the  habits  of  the  people  generuly 
to  be  the  same  as  in  1810,  and  estimating  the  present  population  of 
the  United  States  at  12,000,000  the  quantity  annually  consumed  will 
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aoKrant  to  &6,000,000  of  gaUoM,  which  at  50  cents  the  gallon  will 
amonnt  to  28,000,000  of  dollars. 

The  loss  sustained  by  a  labouring  man  in  hnmble  circumstances  by 
indtilging  himself  In  6  cents  worth  of  ardent  spirits  for  the  space  of  40 
yean,  is  mnch  greater  than  any  one  would,  without  examination,  waj^ 
poe€.  A  friend  has  made  the  computation.  Six  cents  and  a  qwuter  a 
day,  with  the  interest  and  compound  interest,  in  40  yean  amounts  to 
(3,629  36.  A  young  mechanic  or  farmer,  therefore,  who  at  21  yean 
of  age  complies  with  the  prevailing  custom  of  spending  6 1  cents  a  day 
R>r  apiiituous  liquors,  will  have  spent  at  the  time  he  arrives  at  the  age 
of  61,  a  very  comfortable  estate.  So  much,  then,  there  will  be  sav^, 
by  wholly  abstahiing  from  this  costly  poison. 

It  Is  difficult  to  distribute  the  gross  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  among 
fbe  several  portions  of  the  community  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ascertain 
the  Domber  of  excessive  drinken.  The  following  attempt  at  such  a  dis- 
tlibation  is  from  a  MS.  sermon  by  the  Pastor  of  a  church  in  Connecticut. 

"  From  a  personal  inquiry  of  most  of  the  retailers  in  this  place,  and 
a  very  moderate  estimate  in  regard  to  those  whom  1  ha^  not  an  op- 
portimity  to  visit,  1  am  well  satisfied  that  there  is  sold  l>y  retail  in  this 
town  the  amount  of  10,000  gallons  of  ardent  spirits  annually,  equal  to 
90  hogsheads.  The  population  not  far  from  1500.  There  is  on  an 
average  then  6J  gallons  to  each  person.  But  of  the  1500,  700  infants 
and  children  consume  either  none  at  all,  or  but  very  little.  The  10,000 
gallons  are,  therefore,  to  be  divided  among  8(X)  persons.  This  will  av- 
enge 12  gallons  to  each.  But  who  drinks  \2  gallons  a  year? — equal 
to  a.  gallon  a  month — a  quart  a  week — more  than  a  gill  a  day !  It. may 
be  so ;  yet  1  can  hardly  conceive  it  possible,  that  a  person  should 
drink  this  average  with  such  undeviating  regularity  as  not  many  times 
in  the  course  of  a  year  to  disorder  his  faculties.  Besides,  we  have  so- 
Imv  men  among  us.  Of  the  800,  we  will  suppose  therefore  that  200 
do  not  drink  over  2  gallons ;  the  remaining  600  then  will  drink  16  gal- 
lons each.  But  we  have  not  certainly  600  drunkards.  We  must  sup- 
pose then  that  one  half  of  these  do  not  drink  to  exceed  4  gpallons;  the 
nmaining  300  then  must  drink  48  gallons  each ;  almost  a  gallon  a 
week — all  who  do  this  are  drunkards.  Still  1  do  not  admit  that  we 
have  300  drunkards.  Suppose  then  that  200  drink  10  gallons  each, 
which  is  barely  possible  they  may  do  without  being  drunkards,  then 
Ac  remaining  100  will  drink  64  gallons,  equal  to  l,  pints  a  day ;  this 
100  must  be  every  one  drunkards.^' 

Othen  compute  the  drinking  population  at  1,000,000,  and  the  num- 
ber of  intemperate  persons  at  300,000,  and  the  number  of  families  af- 
flicted in  various  ways  by  this  terrible  scourge  at  400,000. 

We  believe  the  foregoing  estimates  are  as  nearly  correct,  as  the  na- 
tore  of  the  case  will  admit  of;  and  after  all  the  deductions  are  made 
wliich  any  person  whatever  may  demand,  enough  of  want,  disease, 
■aifacii,  crime,  and  death  will  remain,  to  stain  the  custom  of  using 
ardent  spirits  with  human  blood,  and  lay  to  its  charge  the  perdMoA  «cf 
stmts! 


0:^  All  commanications,  relatiTe  to  the  g^eperal  concerns  of  the  A« 
laeriaui  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance  may  be  addreased 
<o  the  Ref.  Natbaniel  Hewit,  Gtneral  Agfiu,  Fairfiku>,  Coinr. 

Qir  XHioations  and  the  payment  of  sabacriptiona  may  he  aent  to 
Wi£LUM  Ropcs,  Esq.,  Treaturtr  qfthe  Sodtiy^  BosfTON. 

0:^  The  Editors  of  newspapers  and  of  periodical  publications  to 
whom  this  Report  is  sent  are  requested  to  exchange  publications  with 
the  Society.  Those  who  may  comply  with  this  proposal  are  request- 
ed to  direct  their  papers,  magazines,  &c.  to  the  General  Agent 

(Kr*  The  Secretaries  of  Societies  which  are  or  may  be  formed  for 
•the  promotion  of  Temperance  are  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  their 
Constitutions,  Reports,  Addresses,  &c.  to  the  General  Agent. 

OCr  The  Clerks  of  the  Synods,  Presbyteries,  Associations,  Conso- 
ciations, Conferences  and  Churches  are  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
General  Agent  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  their  respective  bodies  re- 
latife  to  the  promotion  of  Temperance. 

0:^  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  in  whose  parishes  or  towns  measures 
have  been  taken  on  this  subject,  are  earnestly  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  General  Agent  as  minutely  and  accurately  as  may  bej  the 
results  of  those  measures. 


0^  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  Physicians,  Selectmen,  Clerks  of  Courts, 
and  philanthropic  men  generally,  will  render  this  Society  and  their 
fellow  men  essential  service  by  making  out  answers  to  the  following 
inquiries,  and  transmitting  them  to  the  General  Agent,  viz. 

1.  W  hat  is  the  population  of  the  town  in  which  you  reside  f 

2.  What  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  is  annually  consumed  ? 

3.  How  many  distilleries,  and  the  quantity  of  spirits  annually  distilled  ? 

4.  How  many  paupers,  and  wliat  proportion  of  them  were  reduced  to  want 
by  intemperance,  and  the  annual  cost  of  their  support? 

5.  How  many  intemperate  persons,  distinguisfaiDg  the  «ez  and  age,  and 
irhether  married  or  single  f 

6.  How  many  deaths  are  occasioned  directly  «r  indirectly,  by  the  ue  of 
ardent  spirits  ? 

7.  How  many  divorces  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  same  cause  ? 

8.  How  many  crimes  are  committed  by  intemperate  persons,  or  others  m  a 
rtatc  of  intoxication  ? 

^.  How  many  and  what  fatal  accidents  hav«  occurred  in  consequence  of 
the  same  cause  ? 
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Preamble.  Whereas  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liqaors  has 
been  found  by  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable 
magnitude  both  as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  individu- 
als, families,  and  communities ;  and  whereas  the  prevalence  of  this 
vice  has  such  a  fatal  efficacy  in  hindering  the  success  of  all  the  com- 
mon means  which  God  has  appointed  for  the  moral  and  religious  im- 
provement of  men ;  and  whereas  the  various  measures  which  the 
friends  of  Christian  morality  have  adopted,  though  not  altogether  un- 
successful, have  been  found  quite  insufficient  to  give  any  effectual  and 
permanent  check  to  this  desolating  evil ;  and  whereas  some  more 
vigorous  means  are  evidently  required, — some  system  of  instruction 
and  action,  which  will  make  a  steady  and  powerful  impression  on  the 
present  and  following  generations,  and  will  in  this  way  ultimately  ef- 
fect a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  in- 
temperance, which  has  already  caused  such  desolatious  in  every  part 
of  our  country,  and  which  threatens  destruction  to  the  best  interests 
of  this  growing  and  mighty  Republic  ; — therefore  the  friends  of  do- 
mestic and  social  happiness,  now  present,  wishing  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men,  resolve  to  form  a 
society,  with  the  following  constitution  ;  namely  ; 

Article  I.  The  Society  shall  be  called,  The  American  Society 

FOR  the  promotion  OP  TfiMPERANCE. 

Art.  II.  The  Society,  at  its  commencement,  shall  consist  of  mem- 
bers elected  by  this  meeting. 

Art.  III.  The  Society  shall  from  time  to  time,  elect  additional 
members,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient ;  always  keeping  in  mind  that 
elections  are  so  to  be  made,  as  shall  best  accord  with  the  design  of 
rendering  this  a  national  institution,  and  giving  it  the  most  extensive 
influence  possible. 

Art.  IV.  Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shall  pay,  not  less 
than  thirty  dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  hon- 
orary member  thereof;  and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or  shall  here- 
after pay,  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an  hon- 
orary Vice  President  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and  place 
as  they  shall  appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President,  Vice 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  an  Executive  Committee 
of  five  members,  and  such  other  officers  as  shall  in  their  opinion  be 
necessary. 

Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  general 
superintendence  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  meas- 
ures to  be  pursued  for  promoting  its  object. 

Art.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, of  the  Vice  President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Socie- 
ty, and  to  call  special  meetings  at  the  request  of  the  ExecvxVv^e  Com- 
mittee. 

Art.  VIIL  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  CotDf"' 
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carry  into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to  take  prop- 
er measures  for  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  accomplishing  its 
benevolent  designs ;  to  appoint  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, as  shall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the  great  object  of  the  So- 
ciety ;  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all  mon- 
ies, which  shall  be  expended  in  this  work  of  love ;  to  inspect  annual- 
ly the  state  of  the  treasury  ;  and  in  general,  to  perform  all  other  du- 
ties, not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  which  they  shall  deem 
necessary  for  promoting  habits  of  temperance  to  the  greatest  extent. 
Of  their  proceedings  they  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Society. 

Art.  IX.  The  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  devote  himself  with 
diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society.  And  in  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  make  appropriate  communications,  by  pam- 
phlets, correspondence,  and  personal  interviews,  to  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  to  physicians,  and  others,  and  to  consult  and  cooperate  with 
them  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  those  under  their  influence  against 
the  evils  of  intemperance ;  to  take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods, 
to  make  a  seasonable  and  salutary  impression  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, on  those  who  are  favoured  with  a  public  and  refined  education, 
and  are  destined  in  various  ways  to  have  a  leading  influence  in  Soci- 
ety ;  to  make  it  a  serious  object  to  introduce  into  the  publications 
of  the  day,  essays  and  addresses  on  the  subject  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  to  induce  teachers  and  those  concerned  in  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  to  labor  diligently  to  impress  the  minds  of  the 
young  with  the  alarming  and  dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed 
who  indulge  themselves  in  the  use  of  strong  drink  ;  to  make  affec- 
tionate and  earnest  addresses  to  Christian  Churches,  to  parents  and 
guardians,  to  children,  apprentices,  and  servants,  and  all  other  des- 
criptions of  persons,  and  to  set  clearly  before  them  the  effect  of  spiri- 
tuous liquors  on  health,  on  reputation,  and  on  all  the  temporal  and 
eternal  interests  of  men,  and  to  urge  them  by  the  most  weighty  argu- 
ments, drawn  from  the  present  and  the  future  world,  to  keep  them- 
selves at  a  distance  from  this  insidious  and  destructive  foe ;  to  do 
whatever  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards  the  forming  of  volun- 
tary associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  ends  of  this  Soci- 
ety ;  and  in  general,  to  labor,  by  all  suitable  means,  and  in  reliance 
upon  the  divine  blessing,  to  fix  the  eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes  and 
of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  this 
Society  aims  to  prevent,  and  on  the  immeasurable  good  which  it  aims 
to  secure,  and  to  produce  such  a  change  of  public  sentiment,  and  such 
a  renovation  of  the  habits  of  individuals  and  the  customs  of  the  com- 
munity, that  in  the  end,  temperance  with  aUits  attendant  blessings  may 
universally  prevail. 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary  and 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  principle  to  reg- 
ulate their  measures,  that  while  they  are  to  make  use  perseveringly 
of  all  fit  and  promising  means  for  the  reformation  of  those  who  have 
already  in  different  degrees,  contracted  habits  of  intemperance ;  the 
utiJitf  of  the  lastitution  must  chiefly  consist  in  guarding  against  dan- 
ger  tboae  who  are  yet  uncontaminated  by  iVi\BW\\\aiom^  ^ii^  l«xx\V\^^. 
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The  Second  Annual  Meeting  o/*^Ae  American  Temperance 
Society  urns  hdd  in  the  Vestry  of  Hanover  street  Church,  Boston^ 

Jan.  28,  1829. — The  President,  and  Vice  President  being  absent, 

the 

Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D. 

was  called  to  the  chair,    jljler  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  the 

following  Gentlemen  were  elected  Officers  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Hon.  MARCUS  MORTON,  President, 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  Vice  President, 

Honorary  Vice  Presidents. 

WILLIAM  BARTLET,  Esq.  Netcburyport,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  P.  GREEN,  Esq.  Norwich,  Conn. 

HENRY  HOMES,  Esq.  Boston,  Mass. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,       *' 

EDMUND  MONROE, 

J.  C.  PROCTOR, 

WILLIAM  ROPES,  Esq.    *' 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN,  New  York  city. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq.  Bolton,  Mass. 
Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D.  Andover,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  ROPES,  Esq.   Treasurer. 
JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq.  Auditor. 

Executive  Committee. 
Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D. 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  D.  D. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 
Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE. 
S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq. 
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Twenty  six  Gentlemen,  from  several  States,  were  then  elected 
additional  members  of  the  Society, 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  by  William  Ropes, 
Esq.  and  accepted. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  be  held  in  Hanover  church  at 
half  past  6  o^clock  P.  M. 

At  the  adjournment,  the  President  and  Vice  President  being 
absent,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woods  was  called  to  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  the  Chairman,  the  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heunt,  and  the  following  res- 
olutions were  adopted. 

On  a  motion  by  the  Hon.  Mark  Doolittle  of  Belchertown^  Mass. 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  JVisner  of  Boston, 

RESOLYED, 

That  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  accepted,  and 
printed  under  their  direction. 

On  a  motion  by  Jonathan  Kittredge  Esq.  of  Lyme,  JV.  H.  *cc- 
onded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fay  of  Charlestown,  Mass. 

RESOLVED, 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  professor  of  religion  to  exert  aU  his 
injluence  to  abolish  the  custom  of  using  ardent  spirits,  except  for 
medicinal  purposes. 

On  a  motion  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton,  of  Shoreham,  Vt. 
seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barnard  of  Sheffield,  Mass. 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  success  which  has  followed  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of 
Temperance,  and  the  approbation  bestowed  on  the  measures  of  this 
Society  by  wise  and  benevolent  men  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
call  for  the  adoption  of  a  more  extended  system  of  operations,  than 
has  hitherto  been  pursued. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Kittredge,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Morton  followed  their  motions  by  addresses. 

A  cbllection  was  then  taken  for  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

After  the  audience  had  retired,  on  motion  by  Jeremiah  Evarts, 
Esq.  of  Boston. 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the  Gentlemen  for 
their  addresses,  and  that  copies  of  them  be  requested  for  publication. 


The  Executive  Committee  meet  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety on  its  second  anniversary,  with  an  offering  of  thanksgiving  and 
praise  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  continued  smiles  of  his  Provi- 
dence on  the  great  and  good  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Agents  and  Agencies. 

In  continuation  of  the  measures  described  in  their  former  Re- 
port, your  Committee,  on  the  14th  of  Nov.  1827,  appointed  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Hewit,  the  General  Agent  of  the  Society,  for  the  term 
of  three  years.  With  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Church 
and  Society  in  Fairfield,  Ct.  of  which  he  was  the  Pastor,  he  was 
on  the  18th  of  December  following,  regularly  dismissed  from  that 
o£Ece  by  the  Consociation  of  the  Western  District  of  Fairfield 
County ;  and  he  commenced  his  labours  in  our  service  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1828.  From  the  Report  of  his  agency  made  to  your 
committee,  it  appears  that  during  the  last  year  he  travelled  3813 
miles  and  preached  120  times  ;  he  also  prepared  the  first  annual 
report  for  publication,  conducted  the  correspondence,  and  superin- 
tended the  general  concerns  of  the  Society.  The  amount  of  dona- 
tions and  subscriptions  which  he  obtained  is,  in  cash  $1584,93,  and 
$328,  which  remain  unpaid; — total  $1782,93.  The  salary  and 
travelling  expenses  of  the  Greneral  Agent  are  $1 169,30.  The  print- 
ing and  stitching  of  3000  copies  of  the  First  Annual  Report,  Star 
tionary,  blank-books,  postage,  counterfeit  money,  and  contingencies 
connected  with  the  office  of  the  General  Agent  amount  to  $415,66. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  May,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Lea- 
viTT  of  Stratford,  Ct.  was  appointed  an  Agent  for  the  period 
of  four  months.  From  his  report,  it  appears  that  he  visited  thir- 
teen towns  in  Connecticut  and  eight  in  Massachusetts ;  preach- 
ed twenty  four  times,  and  obtained  donations  and  subscriptions 
in  cash  to  the  amount  of  $307,84,  and  $50,00  not  yet  paid ; — 
total  $357,84.  Owing  to  sickness  in  his  family,  Mr.  Leavitt 
was  prevented  in  the  summer,  from  completing  the  tevu\  o(Va& 


8  SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  [JaN. 

engagement,  having  been  but  fifty  four  days  actively  employed ; 
and  when  he  was  about  to  resume  his  services  in  the  autumn,  be 
was  called  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Seaman's  Friend  Soci- 
ety, located  in  the  city  of  New  York,  On  account  of  the  exigen- 
cies of  that  benevolent  and  important  institution,  whose  interests  Mr 
L.  is  eminently  qualified  to  advance,  it  was  deemed  to  be  his  duty 
to  resign  the  commission  which  he  had  received  from  your  Commit- 
tee, before  be  had  completed  his  engagement. 

No  other  agencies  for  the  collection  of  funds  have  been  per- 
formed during  the  last  year.  The  Treasurer's  Report  shews  that 
the  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  a  Secretary  is  not  completed. 
Your  Committee  regret  that  distrust  of  permanent  funds  indiscrimi- 
nately is  entertained  by  benevolent  men  in  great  numbers,  and  this 
too  by  persons  of  intelligence  and  Wisdom.  To  this  cause  is  to  be 
attributed  the  failure  of  our  attempts  to  fill  up  the  fund  the  past 
year ;  as  we  confidently  hoped  would  have  been  done  without  dif- 
ficulty. Our  time  and  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  investigate  the 
subject  involved  in  the  question.  We  cheerfully  concede  to  our 
brethren  the  liberty  of  bestowing  their  bounty  in  their  own  way. 
Moreover,  in  an  enterprise  like  that  of  this  Society,  where  the  at- 
tainment of  its  objects  requires  the  approbation  and  support  of  eve- 
ry moral  and  pious  man,  we  ought  to  yield  our  own  judgement  oa 
smaller  points,  to  the  opinion  and  choice  of  the  benevolent  public. 
This  course  we  would  now  recommend  to  the  Society,  if  we  were 
not  fully  persuaded  that  the  benefits  arising  from  a  permanent 
fund  in  this  case,  will  be  found  by  experience  to  be  such,  as  will 
reconcile  our  friends  to  the  plan  we  have  adopted. 

The  state  of  the  fund  on  the  31st  of  Decemberi  1828,  according 
to  the  Treasurer's  Report,  is  as  follows : 

Balance  according  to  the  account  .  .  .  ^6887  68 
Interest  on  funds  not  yet  receivable  .  .  .  204  41 
Notes  of  Donors  given  conditionally  .  .  .  850  00 
Subscriptions  in  course  of  collection  about     .    6253  00 

$14195,09 
Note.  There  are  several  subscriptions  received  by  the  Agent 

in  his  late  tour,  which  were  not  received  in  season  to  bsert  in  this 

account. 

The  Rev.  Hemet  Dwioht  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.  applied  to  jroar 
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Committee^  in  May  last,  for  a  commission  to  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Ax- 
TKLL,  a  licentiate  of  tbe  Presbytery  of  Ontario ;  which  was  granted 
accordingly.  The  field  of  labour  assigned  him,  was  the  Western 
Counties  of  the  State  of  New  York.  His  salary  and  travelling  ex- 
penses were  paid  by  a  benevolent  individual  in  the  village  of  Gene- 
va. Mr.  Axtell's  report  of  his  agency,  extending  to  four  months,  is 
recieved  ;  from  which  it  is  evident  that  he  has  performed  his  mission 
with  great  ability,  diligence,  and  success.  His  commission  was  renew- 
ed m  October ;  and  he  is  now  prosecuting  his  labours  in  that  region, 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  Gentleman  above  mentioned. 

Tbe  Auxiliary  Temperance  Society  of  Hampshire  county,  Mass. 
which  was  formed  at  Northampton  in  May  last,  requested  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Woodbridge  of  Hadley,  to  visit  the  towns  in  that  county  in 
their  behalf,  and  wherever  practicable  to  organize  Branch-Societies. 
This  service  he  cheerfully  performed,  and  with  tbe  most  encourag- 
ing success.  In  compliance  with  our  request  he  has  furnished  us 
with  an  account  of  his  mission.  Extracts  from  which  and  from  the 
reports  of  our  agents  are  embodied  in  the  subsequent  statements  of 
tbe  progress  and  present  state  of  the  Temperance  Reformation. 

Temperance  Societies, 

Two  hundred  and  twenty  two  Temperance  Societies  are  al- 
ready formed,  whose  tides  and  locations  are  known.  Five  of  these 
tre  State  Societies  (exclusive  of  that  in  Massachusetts,  which  was 
fbrmed  many  years  since,  and  of  which  mention  was  made  in  our 
first  Report,)  viz.  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Virgin- 
ia and  Illinois.  There  was  also  one  formed  in  Montreal,  in  June  last, 
for  Lower  Canada.  The  remainder  are  either  County  or  Town 
societies,  chiefly  the  latter.  Of  these  thirteen  are  in  Maine  ;  twen- 
ty three  in  New  Hampshire ;  seven  in  Vermont ;  thirty  nine  in 
Massachusetts ;  two  in  Rhode  Island ;  thirty  three  in  Connecticut ; 
seventy  eight  in  New  York ;  six  in  New  Jersey  ;  seven  in  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  one  in  Delaware ;  one  in  Maryland  ;  five  in  Virginia ;  two 
n  North  Carolina ;  one  in  South  Carolina ;  one  in  Kentucky ;  one 
JD  Ohio  ;  two  in  Indiana. 

Besides  these,  there  are  as  many  more,  if  not  a  larger  number, 
ooDceming  which  we  know  no  more  than  the  fact,  that  they  exist, 
and  tbe  parts  of  the  country  where  they  are  located.    The  iiMiii- 
bers  of  the  members  of  these  societies,  range  from  ten  lo  (out  Vrasi^ 
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dred.  Most  of  them  are  of  recent  origin,  and  of  course  have  made 
no  other  report  than  that  of  simply  announcing  their  formation. 
Those  which  are  of  <tlder  date,  and  have  passed  their  6rst  or  sec- 
ond anniversaries,  evince  a  rapid  and  unexpected  increase  in  their 
numbers  ;  and  are  able,  almost  uniformly,  to  state,  that  the  influence 
of  their  example  and  efforts  has  effected  nearly  a  complete  reforma- 
tion in  the  places  where  they  are  established.  The  documents  of 
these  Societies,  although  but  few  of  them  have  transmitted  to  us  their 
publications,  are  already  voluminous ;  and  we  can  do  no  more  than 
refer  to  the  annexed  schedule,  for  more  particular  information.  As 
examples  of  the  progress  and  present  state  of  the  reformation,  in  the 
places  where  Temperance  Societies  have  been  instituted,  we  adduce 
the  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  a  small  number  of  them. 

East  Machias,  Me. — ^This  Society  went  into  operation  on  the 
17th  of  Feb.  1827.  At  that  time  there  were  not  less  than  ten  grog- 
shops in  that  village,  at  one  of  which  twelve  hogsheads  of  rum  were 
annually  drank.  "  The  success  attendant  on  our  exertions,"  says 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  "  has  vastly  exceeded  the  expectations 
of  any  of  its  friends.  The  whole  number  now  belonging  to  this  So- 
ciety, and  who  wholly  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  except  for  medicinal  uses,  is 
about  ninety ;  the  number  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  Soci- 
ety, in  town  and  out  of  it,  is  much  greater ;  the  number  of  drunk- 
ards wholly  reclaimed  is  ten.  There  are  now  but  two  grog-shops 
in  the  place,  and  after  September  next,  there  will  not  be  a  single  li- 
censed retailer  in  the  town.  It  is  already  unfashionable  to  keep 
any  kind  of  spirits  in  the  house,  to  drink,  or  invite  any  friend  to  drink^ 
even  among  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Society.  All  the  prin- 
cipal traders  have  pledged  themselves  not  to  import  any  more  ar- 
dent spirits.  The  lumbering  business  is  now  carried  on,  in  all  its 
branches  by  night  and  by  day,  connected  with  the  principal  mills, 
without  the  aid  of  spirits.  One  fine  saw  mill  was  built  last  spring ; 
the  foundation  was  laid  when  the  weather  and  the  water  were  ex- 
tremely cold,  and  the  mill  completed,  without  the  use  of  any  ardent 
spirits.  The  number  of  men  employed  was  from  ten  to  twenty, 
headed  by  two  carpenters  and  mill  wrights,  who  had  been  reclaimed 
from  intemperance  by  means  of  this  Society.  Two  masters  of  ves- 
sels, belonging  to  this  place,  have  set  a  noble  example  this  summer. 
They  bare  ventured  to  sea  without  ptovidiug  any  kind  of  spirits. 
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They  have  the  best  employment  and  make  decidedly  the  shortest 
and  most  profitable  trips."* 

Prospect  T.  S.  Me. — This  Society  was  formed  April  1827,  with 
five  members  only.  In  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  un- 
der date  of  April  3,  1828,  it  is  stated  that  "the  number  of  mem- 
bers is  one  hundred  and  one  ;  fifty  five  males  and  forty  six  females ; 
twenty  nine  males  and  thirteen  females  are  heads  of  families ;  and 
fifty  four  youth.  In  estimating  the  amount  of  good,  which  has  been 
done,  we  must  look  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Society.  A  goodly 
number  who  have  not  yet  joined  the  Society,  have  embraced  its  vi- 
tal principles,  and  no  longer  consume  the  liquid  fire.  Many  others 
who  do  not  entirely  abstain,  have  nevertheless  greatly  abridged  their 
former  allowance,  and  begin  to  doubt  whether  any  be  necessary. 
One  of  our  retailers  has  struck  ardent  spirits  from  the  list  of  his  ar- 
ticles of  merchandize,  and  two  others  will  do  it  as  soon  as  they  have 
sold  their  present  stock.  In  one  of  our  ship  yards  it  is  no  longer 
found.  Several  mechanics  have  banished  it  from  their  shops. 
Some  of  our  ship  masters  have  made  the  important  discovery,  that 
rum  is  no  longer  necessary  to  navigate  their  vessels.  In  some  in- 
stances the  Society  have  been  instrumental  in  accomplishing  what 
they  did  not  anticipate.  Some  who  had  sunk  almost  to  the  level  of 
the  brute  creation,  and  had  reduced  their  families  to  want  and  mise- 
ry, have  burst  their  fetters  and  are  free.  Their  countenances  be- 
speak the  happy  influence  of  this  society,  and  tlieir  wives  and  chil- 
dren bless  God  and  you  for  its  existence. 

Bekheriowfij  Mass. — ^The  Rev.  Ltman  Coleman,  Pastor  of  the 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  receiTed  the  Second  Annual  Re- 
port of  that  Society,  and  extract  from  it  the  following^  particulars.  ^^  There  is 
Bot  at  this  time  a  licensed  grog^-shop  in  this  town.  One  of  the  carpenters  em- 
ployed in  buildings  the  saw  mill  above  mentioned,  (the  name  of  which  is 
Ttmptranct^  and  which  they  say  has  been  ^'  kept  a-g^oing  ever  since  by  wattr 
ooly^^)  has  built  another  mill  in  the  country,  atrd  has  also  raised  a  meeting- 
hoate  and  partly  finished  it,  and  in  both  instances  without  using^  spirits  him- 
H%  or  safTering^  any  to  be  used  by  his  workmen. 

^  An  ag;ed  mechanic,  who  for  nearly  one  half  a  century  had  spent  a  lar^ 
ptrt  of  hia  earnings  for  ardent  spirits,  and  thereby  reduced  himself  to  want,  and 
destroyed  the  happiness  of  a  respectable  family,  sig^ned  our  constitution  nearly 
two  years  ag;o.  He  has  since  wholly  abstained  from  spirituous  liquors,  and 
irith  no  other  means  of  support  than  those  he  before  possessed,  has  provided 
irell  for  his  family,  and  within  the  last  year  has  built  for  himseU  a.  coiiifoTV«^\« 
boose  at  the  txp^ikwe  oi about  $400,  and  for  which  he  owes  i^ot  mote  VYiau  %^»*'^ 
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Church  and  Society  m  this  town,  in  answer  to  inquiries  of  the 
General  Agent,  writes  as  follows:  ''In  June  1827  a  few  per- 
sons, eleven  only  in  number,  entered  into  a  social  compact, 
mutually  pledging  themselves  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits,  except  for  medicinal  purposes.  Such  was  the  opposition 
to  this  association,  that  -no  urgent  measures  were  used  to  increase 
the  number  of  subscribers.  But  the  good  effects  which  manifestly 
resulted  from  it,  gradually  removed  the  objections  which  many  of 
our  reflecting  and  influential  citizens  had  entertained.  In  June 
1828,  a  public  meeting  was  called  to  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  forming  a  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance. 
A  Society  was  accordingly  organized,  and  thirty  subscribed  their 
names  as  members.  Our  Society  has  gradually  increased  from  the 
beginning,  and  now  consists. of  one  hundred  and  twenty  male  mem- 
bers ;  among  whom  are  some  of  the  most  influential  citizens,  and  ma- 
ny of  our  weahhiest  and  roost  respectable  farmers.  The  restraining 
and  counteracting  eiSects  of  our  eflforts  have  been  various  and  hap- 
py, beyond  our  most  confident  anticipations*  It  has  laid  a  restraint 
upon  our  whole  community,  which  every  man  is  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge that  he  feels,  however  he  may  aflfect  to  despise  it.  It  has 
had  vast  influence  in  checking  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  among  every 
portion  of  the  community.  To  illustrate  the  declaration,  1  have  in- 
stituted a  comparison  between  the  actual  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits  in  this  town,  during  the  years  1824,  and  1828.  The  facts  have 
been  collected  from  the  books  of  our  retailers,  are  given  on  their 
authority,  and  will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  abide  the  severest 
scrutiny.  The  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  consumed  in  1824,  was 
eight  thousand  and  fifty  six  gallons  ;  and  the  cost  of  the  same  was 
$4883.  In  ]  828,  the  quantity  consumed  was  two  thousand  and 
ninety  nine  gallons,  at  the  cost  of  $1440.  These  facts  shew  an  ac- 
tual reduction  of  almost  three  fourths  in  the  quantity  consumed,  and 
of  more  than  two  thirds  in  the  expense  ;  making  a  saving  to  the 
town  of  $3443  annually — to  say  nothing  of  the  time,  health,  and 
happiness  rescued  from  waste  and  destruction.  The  annual  taxes 
o!  the  town,  for  the  last  year,  were  as  follows.— Minister's  tax  $600. 
School  tax,  300.  Town  tax,  1200.  County  tax  330.  Total  $3430. 
Thus  it  appears  that  enough  has  been  already  saved,  by  reducing 
our  tax  for  spirits,  to  defray  the  annual  town  expenses.  In  addition 
fo  the  above  advantaiges,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  experi- 
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ment  whh  us  bas  done  much  to  expose  the  needless  use  of  ardent 
spirits.  It  has  shown  that  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather  may 
be  safely  endured  without  this  universal  specific.  Our  build- 
ings may  be  erected,  our  crops  gathered,  and  all  kinds  of  manual 
labour  performed  wUhmU  rum.  Several  of  our  most  exten- 
sive farmers  have  gathered  their  bay  and  grain,  without  either 
using  spirituous  liquors  themselves,  or  furnishing  it  for  their 
workmen ;  and  they  have  easily  availed  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vices, even  of  the  intemperate.  Tt  has  also  strengthened  the  civil 
administration  of  the  town,  and  called  into  action  the  laws  which  the 
state  has  wisely  enacted  for  the  suppression  of  intemperance,  but 
which  had  long  been  permitted  to  sleep  in  the  statute  book.  There 
is  another  fact  wortliy  of  notice.  Within  ten  miles  of  this  place 
there  are  several  distilleries  which  are  usually  in  operation  six  months 
annually,  and  consume  on  an  average  two  hundred  and  sixty  bush- 
els of  rye  daily.  The  present  season  not  one  of  them  is  m  opera* 
iiony  and  yet  our  grain  finds  a  ready  market  and  commands  a  high 
price." 

^ewton^  Mass, — ^This  Society  was  formed  Jan.  I,  1827,  and 
commenced  with  twenty  seven  members.  It  now  numbers  between 
three  hundred  and  fifty  and  four  hundred  members,  consisting  of 
about  an  equal  number  of  males  and  females. 

Middlesex  Temperance  Association^  in  the  County  of  Middlesex j 

Ct. 

Respecting  this  Association,  Charles  Ghiswold,  Esq.  of 

Lyme,  Ct.,  die  President,  writes  as  follows,  under  date  of  January 

6,  1829  : 

"It  will  be  of  course  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  American  So- 
ciety to  learn  that  the  cause  of  Temperance  is  continually  gaining 
ground  in  this  section  of  our  country,  and  that  the  measures  of  the 
Middlesex  Association  have  been  followed  by  decided  success.  The 
approbation  of  Divine  Providence  seems  clearly  to  be  bestowed  on 
these  Institutions  in  all  parts  of  our  land. 

"  The  Middlesex  Society  was  instituted  in  September  last,  at  Had- 
dam,  and  commenced  its  operations  with  about  forty  members.  At 
this  time,  there  are  about  ten  Societies  auxiliary  to  the  principal  one  ; 
formed  in  as  many  Ecclesiastical  Societies.  Monthly  meetings  are  held, 
U  which  delegates  from  the  Auxiliaries  attend.  Addresses  are  deliv- 
ed  at  each  meeting,  and  statements,  conveying  interesting  information 
tremade  by  the  delegates,  before  a  public  assembly.  These  motiXVA^ 
meetings  are  to  be  continued  until  all  the  AuxiUar'ies  Tiie  N\w\fc^\ 
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which  will  occupy  about  one  year.  The  number  of  members  of  our 
Society  at  this  time  is  probably  not  much  short  of  four  hundred  ;  and 
the  number  is  gradually  increasing. — Total  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  is,  of  course,  the  main  spring  of  the  Society^s  operations. 
The  consumption  of  spirits  in  this  region  has  been  greatly  diminished, 
and  is  constantly  diminishing.  The  old  fashion  of  offering  them  on 
all  occasions  as  an  act  of  kindness,  hospitality,  and  mercy,  is  almost 
universally  abolished. — Public  opinion  and  feeling  are  undergoing  a 
rapid  and  radical  change.  I  state  these  things  not  as  matters  of  mere 
vague  belief  or  calculation,  but  Sisfacis  that  meet  my  notice  continu- 
ally.— The  influence  of  Temperance  Societies  on  the  public  mind  in 
this  quarter,  is  pfain  and  palpable,  and  no  doubt  can  now  be  entertain- 
ed that  these  institutions  are  doing  great  good.  Many  farmers  and 
mechanics  are  banishing  spirits  from  their  fields  and  workshops,  who 
a  short  time  since,  sincerely  believed  that  their  business  could  not  be 
accomplished  witliout  them. — Of  the  eighteen  retailers  of  spirits  in 
Lyme,  five  have  for  the  first  time  just  refused  to  purchase  the  legal 
licenses  for  vending  these  destructive  articles  for  the  year  1829,  and 
will,  doubtless,  forever  abandon  the  trade.  Several  other  dealers  give 
indications  of  proceeding  soon  to  the  same  step. 

*'  At  a  meeting  of  the  civil  authority,  Town  officers,  &c.,  which 
convened  in  this  Town  on  the  5th  instant  to  do  public  business,  it  was 
for  the  first  time  unanimottsly  resolved  to  dispense  entirely  with  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits.  The  time  appears  to  me  to  be  at  no  great  dis- 
tance, when,  with  the  blessing  of  God  resting  on  the  great  movements 
now  making  in  favour  of  Temperance,  strong  drink  will  be  viewed  by 
all  as  unfit  for  common  use  as  a  beverage,  and  wili  be  regarded  only- 
as  a  medicine  ;  to  be  prescribed,  if  at  all,  by  physicians." 

From  another  source,  we  learn,  that  within  the  limits  of  this  as- 
sociation fourteen  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors  have  promised  to  sell 
no  more  in  small  quantities,  and  also  that  eleven  habitual  drunkards 
are  hopefully  reclaimed.  It  is  stated  likewise  that  in  nine  of  the 
school  districts  included  within  the  same  territory,  two  hundred  and 
thirty  three  habitual  drunkards  are  founds  besides  others  who  are 
occasionally  intoxicated,  and  fifty  three  retailers  to  wait  upon  and 
serve  them. 

,    Young  Men's  Temperance  Society,  Hartford,  Ct. 

This  Society  was  formed  in  Sept.  1827,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred members.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Peters,  in  a  letter  to  our  Gene- 
ral agent,  writes  as  follows  :  "  The  Society  meets  regularly  once  in 
three  months,  at  which  time  the  citizens  of  this  place  are  invited  to 
attend,  and  an  address  prepared  for  the  occasion  is  usually  deliver- 
ed. A  very  great  change  in  the  nioral  appearance  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  place  is  already  visible,  which  we  have  every  reason  to 
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believe  is  increasing  and  will  be  permanent.  Our  Society  have 
published  a  large  edition  of  Kittredge^s  Address  on  Ardent  Spirits, 
for  gratuitous  distribution.  It  would  be  improper  to  publish  the 
Dames  of  individuals  who  have  been,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  rescu- 
ed from  destruction  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Society.  But 
we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  the  pleasing  information  of 
the  entire  reformation  of  several  almost  con6rmed  drunkards  is  in 
our  possession. 

To  test,  on  an  extensive  scale,  the  general  effects  of  the  institu- 
tion of  our  Society  and  the  progress  of  reform  amongst  us,  the  So- 
ciety appointed  a  Committee  to  ascertain  as  correctly  as  possible, 
the  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors- sold  by  the  large  dealers  in  this  ci- 
ty; and  it  was  found  that  the  quantity  for  the  year  1828,  up  to  Sep- 
tember 30th,  was  about  one  half  less  than  that  for  the  year  1827. 
While  this  decrease  is,  undoubtedly,  to  be  attributed  in  some  mea- 
sure to  other  causes  than  to  the  ''  spirit  of  reform,^'  still  there  is  but 
iittle  doubt  on  the  minds  of  those  who  have  watched  the  course  of 
events,  that  the  most  of  it  is  to  be  assigned  to  the  influence  of 
Temperance  Societies. 

The  impulse  given  to  the  friends  of  temperance  by  the  example 
of  this  Society,  has  led  to  the  formation  of  others  in  the  towns  in  this 
region,  and  more  are  now  in  the  train  of  formation." 

JVorth  Stonington,  Ct. — A  Temperance  Society  was  formed  in 
this  town  in  the  course  of  the  year  1828.  There  were  then  elev- 
en retailers  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  town.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  on  the  6rst  Monday  of  Jan.  1829, 
a  petition  from  the  principal  merchants  of  the  place  was  presented, 
requesting  that  no  license  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  be  granted.  Three 
only  of  the  traders  applied  for  the  renewal  of  their  licenses,  and  they 
were  denied  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  board. 

Plymouthy  JV.  If. — ^The  cost  of  spirituous  liquors  sold  in  this 
town  during  the  year  1826  was  estimated  at  $9000.  Sometime  in 
the  year  1827,  a  Temperance  Society  was  formed.  In  consequence 
of  the  influence  which  it  exerted,  the  sale  jof  ardent  spirits  fell  to  the 
amount  of  $3000,  and  in  the  year  1 828,  to  less  than  $500. 

Seneca  Temperance  Society j  JV,  Y. — This  Society  was  organized 
in  December  1 827,  with  forty  two  members ;  and  up  to  its  first  anni- 
versary on  the  4th  of  December  last,  it  had  increased  ian\imbet^\o 
ninety  nine.    The  managers  in  their  Annual  Repoxl  s^y, "  ¥V 
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merchants  of  the  village  of  Geneva,  who  were  formerly  retailers  of 
ardent  spirits,  have  abandoned  the  sale  of  this  article.  This  triumph 
of  principle  over  self  interest,  this  deliberate  rejection  of  gain  pro- 
cured at  the  expense  of  the  ruin  of  their  fellow  men,  richly  merits 
the  gratitude  of  this  community.  The  experiment  whether  farms 
can  be  carried  on,  buildings  erected,  and  manufactories  conducted, 
without  supplying  labouring  men  with  ardent  spirits,  has  been  suc- 
cessfully tried  by  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability.  The  dimin- 
ished consumption  of  spirituous  liquors,  is  a  subject  of  constant  re- 
mark by  our  most  intelligent  merchants." 

In  fVUliamstown  and  Lee^  Berkshire  Co.  Mass.,  six  merchants 
and  two  innkeepers  in  the  former  place,  and  seven  merchants  in  the 
latter,  embracing  all  the  traders  in  both  places,  with  the  exception 
of  two  in  the  South  Society  of  Williamstown,  have  desisted  from 
the  sale  of  the  drink  of  drunkards.  An  almost  universal  change  has 
taken  place  in  these  towns  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  now  rare  for  any 
persons  except  habitual  drunkards,  to  be  known  using  ardent  spirits 
on  any  occasion. 

Similar  details  of  the  progress  of  the  Temperance  Reformation 
in  many  other  places,  to  an  extent  as  great  as  in  these  just  related, 
might  be  added,  if  the  limits  of  the  Report  would  permit. 

Miscellaneous  facts  y  evincing  the  progress  of  the  reformation  gene- 
rally. 

To  the  foregoing  authentic  and  particular  statements,  we  add  the 
following  miscellaneous  facts,  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  the  re- 
formation generally,  and  in  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Axtell,  in  his  Report  to  the  Executive  Committee,  thus 
summarily  describes  the  state  of  the  Temperance  Cause  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Western  District  of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  is  in- 
cluded within  the  bounds  of  Cayuga  lake  on  the  east,  Grenesee  Riv- 
er on  the  West,  Lake  Ontario  on  the  North,  and  Pennsylvania  on 
the  South: 

"Within  the  four  months  that  I  have  been  labouring  in  this  cause, 
I  have  succeeded  in  organizing  forty  one  auxiliaries,  in  addition  to 
those  already  organized,  making  in  all  about  fidy  now  existing  within 
the  limits  above  described.  These  Societies  will  average  at  their 
commencement,  about  twenty  or  twenty  five  members  each,  making 
in  all  more  than  one  thousand  members  within  these  bounds.  A  con- 
siderable majority  of  the  members  are  influential  heads  of  families, 
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(many  of  them  large  farmers — mechanics — master  workmen,  d&c.)  who 
will  of  course  extend  the  principles  of  the  Society  over  their  families 
and  labourers — thus  including,  perhaps,  several  thousands  besides 
members,  who  will  in  fact  be  brought  into  the  plan  of  entire  absti- 
nence. Besides  these,  there  are  known  to  be,  in  almost  every  town, 
many  individuals,  who  although  they  stand  aloof  from  the  Societies, 
are  yet  induced,  evidently  by  their  influence,  either  entirely  to  abstain, 
or  very  materially  diminish  the  quantity  they  have  formerly  consumed. 
FrOm  the  concurrent  testimony  of  those  best  able  to  judge,  such  as 
merchants,  inn  keepers,  &^c.  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  not  more 
than  half,  or  at  most,  not  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  quantity  of  dis« 
tilled  spirits  formerly  consumed,  has  been  consumed  within  these  lim- 
its during  the  past  year. 

'^Within  the  time  and  limits  above  mentioned,  I  have  heard  of  three 
Distilleries  whose  operations  are  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  proprietors — Five  military  companies  who  use  no  dis- 
tilled Spirits  on  days  of  parade — Twenty  or  thirty  merchants  who 
have  ceased  buying  and  vending — Fifteen  or  twenty  buildings  raised 
(one  a  meetinghouse — another  a  grist-mill)  several  brick  buildings 
erected — two  Glass  Factories  conducting  their  operations,  &c.  &c. 
without  the  presence  of  this  heretofore  common  attendant.  1  doubt 
not  that  there  have  been  other  instances  similar  to  these,  of  which  I 
have  not  heard — all  of  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  cheering  indica- 
tions of  a  change  in  public  sentiment  that  is  rapidly  taking  place,  and 
that  will,  we  hope,  soon  be  entire." 

Hampshire  County,  Mass. — Da.  Woodbridge  briefly  exhibits 
the  movement  in  this  coimty  as  follows,  in  a  letter  to  the  Agent  un- 
der date  of  Dec.  18,  1828. 

''  As  agent  of  the  Society,  I  have  visited  personally,  or  caused  to  be 
fisited  all  the  towns,  and  most  of  the  parishes  in  the  County  ;  and  in  ev- 
ery place  where  one  had  not  previously  existed,  an  Association  was  form- 
ed, of  greater  or  less  extent,  on  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  Society.  In  many  instances,  however,  the  num- 
ber of  subscribers  to  the  Constitution  was  at  first  small ;  for  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  embody  in  the  outset,  as  much  influence  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  good  cause.  The  original  number  of  subscribers  in  each 
town,  including  males  and  females,  was,  I  should  think,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, thirty  or  forty.  In  some  instances,  from  fifty  to  seventy  gave 
their  names  as  members,  at  the  first  meeting  ;  and  in  most  of  the  towns, 
if  I  mistake  not,  a  very  considerable  check  has  been  given  to  intem- 
perance ;  opposers  begin  to  be  confounded  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety are  multiplying.  Agriculturists,  mechanics,  merchants,  and 
gentlemen  in  professional  life,  all  cooperate  in  the  work ;  and  some 
who  at  first  regarded  our  object  with  suspicion,  are  now  among  its 
warmest  patrons. — The  number  of  Associations  is  greater  than  the 
number  of  towns  within  the  limits  of  our  County,  and  these,  in  some 
places,  are  peculiarly  flourishing.  In  this  town,  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  most  influential  inhabitants,  are,  I  presume^  meTube\%Qli 
the  Temperance  Society ;  and  even  the  moderait  u&e  o(  'mXoiicAfiMMj 
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liqoors,  is  beginning  to  be  considered  as  disreputable.  But  we  have 
some, — and  among  these,  (I  say  it  with  shame,)  are  a  few  members  of 
the  church, — who  are  resolved  still  to  indulge  their  appetite  for  strong 
drink.  The  relative  proportion  of  the  nuipbers,  who  have  subscribed 
their  names  to  our  constitution,  may  be  as  great  in  some  other  towns,  as 
it  is  with  us  ;  and  in  some,  I  believe,  it  is  greater,  fielchertown  and 
Ware  deserve  particular  commendation  for  their  early  and  efficient 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  Temperance.  In  the  village  at  South  Hadley 
Canal,  an  Association  has  been  formed,  comprising,  I  may  say,  litered' 
fy,  nearly  all  the  wealth,  learning  and  influence  in  the  place  ;  and  it 
is  worthy  of  special  remark,  that  the  movements  in  behalf  of  Tempe- 
rance there,  were  almost  immediately  followed  by  a  very  powerful  and 
extensive  revival  of  religion,  such  as  has  seldom  been  witnessed  in  this 
vicinity.  Out  of  a  population  of  three  hundred,  seventy  perhaps,  who 
a  few  months  ago  were  without  God  in  the  world,  are  now  rejoicing 
in  the  hope  of  the  gospel. 

''Of  the  number  of  merchants,  who  have  ceased  to  sell  ardent  spirits, 
I  am  not  exactly  informed.  Many,  however,  have,  I  believe,  discon- 
tinued, or  purpose  soon  to  discontinue  the  traffic.  I  have  heard  of 
several  in  Northampton,  and  other  places.  In  this  little  village,  there 
are  three  stores  out  of  four,  at  which  no  ardent  spirits  are  sold.  Our 
most  laborious  farmers  have  found  by  experience,  that  the  fatigues  of 
harvest,  as  well  as  the  cold  of  winter,  are  best  sustained  without  the 
aid  of  intoxicating  drink. 

"  I  hope  the  American  Temperance  Society  will  go  forward.  I 
rejoice  in  what  they  have  already  achieved.  It  is,  however,  but  the 
onset.  The  enemy  is  not  dead.  We  must  persevere  till  all  the  tip- 
plers, and  all  who  are  interested  in  opposing  our  measures  are  in  their 
graves.  We  act  for  generations  to  come.  A  relaxation  of  our  ef- 
forts will  be  followed  by  such  a  corruption  of  morals,  as  will  but  mock 
at  every  subsequent  enterprise  for  a  reformation." 

State  of  Vermont. — Rev.  Mr.  Morton,  of  Shoreham,  Vt.,  in 

answer  to   inquiries  made  to  him  by  our  General  Agent,  writes  as 

follows  under  date  of  Dec.  23,  1828. 

*'  The  cause  of  temperance  in  this  county  is  rising,  though  rather 
slowly.  Plain  and  pointed  sermons  in  favour  of  temperance,  are  well 
received  in  all  our  congregations ;  and  efforts  in  this  cause  meet  with 
more  encouragement  than  was  at  first  anticipated.  Our  Association 
and  Consociation  have  each  adopted,  and  to  some  extent  carried  into 
effect,  measures  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  with  some  success. 
I  know  of  no  temperance  Societies  or  Associations  as  yet  established 
in  this  county;  but  in  this  town  more  than  twenty  of  our  farmers  dis- 
pensed with  ardent  spirits  altogether  during  the  season  of  hay  making 
and  harvest.  And  there  is  in  other  towns  also,  considerable  reforma- 
tion. 

''The  principal  information,  which  I  can  communicate,  was  receiv- 
ed at  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  in  Burlington,  in  Sept.  last.     This 
information  I  have  no  where  seen  embodied.     I  took  minutes  on  the 
spot,  with  Bpecial  reference  to  this  aabject.    My  sutementa  may  nol 
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in  every  iota  be  correct,  bat  generally  I  am  sure  they  are.    The  in* 
ibrmation  must  be  given  somewhat  ecclesiastically. 

**  Windham  Consociation,  Voted  unanimously,  at  their  last  annual 
meeting,  that  they  approve  of  the  measures  and  efforts  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance. — Within  the  limits  of 
Black  River  Association  (recently  formed  )the  cause  of  Temperance  is 
on  the  advance.  Less  is  used  than  formerly,  and  some  are  beginning 
to  abstain  wholly  from  the  destructive  poison. — Within  the  bounds^ 
Windsor  Association,  the  cause  is  greatly  on  the  advance.  In 
three  or  four  towns,  several  merchants  have  banished  from  their  stores 
ardent  spirits,  and  many  families  have  totally  abandoned  the  use  of 
them. — In  Orange  Association,  considerable  progress  is  made  in  th^ 
promotion  of  Temperance.  In  Thetford,  there  is  a  church  of  thret 
hundred  members.  At  a  full  church  meeting,  they  voted  unanimous* 
]j  not  to  use  ardent  spirits  except  as  a  medicine.  Afterwards  the 
measure  was  proposed  to  some  members  who  were  not  present  at  the 
meeting,  and  every  man  complied  with  the  agreement,  except  two  or 
three.  The  effects  of  this  procedure  were  most  salutary.  The  grand 
jury  indicted  some  merchants  for  selling  liquors  in  small  quantities,  and 
several  military  companies  have  banished  ardent  spirits  from  their 
meetings. 

"  The  cause  of  temperance  is  rising  within  the  bounds  of  RoyaUon 
Association*  In  one  town,  the  young  men  in  a  certain  section,  aller 
hearing  a  sermon  on  Temperance — resolved  that  they  would  drink  no 
more  ardent  spirits, — and  came  to  their  minister  requesting  him  to 
furnish  them  with  a  constitution,  that  they  might  form  a  temperance 
Society.  Within  the  bounds  of  Montpelier  Association,  temperance  is 
greatly  on  the  advance.  In  several  towns,Societies  have  been  formed,  and 
their  labours  attended  with  great  success.  In  many  towns  individuals 
have  totally  abandoned  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  have  found  far  less 
difficulty  in  doing  so,  than  was  anticipated.  Farmers,  who  have  ban- 
ished spirits  from  their  houses  and  their  fields,  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  hiring  labourers.  The  appalling  impression,  that  labourers  cannot  be 
hired  without  the  temptation  of  mm,  is  found  to  be  only  a  whim.  With 
a  moderate  share  of  prudence  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  case. 

'*  Within  the  bounds  of  Orleans  Association,  some  merchants 
have  relinquished  the  merchandize  of  ardent  spirits,  and  Temperance 
Societies  have  been  formed,  with  encouraging  prospects.  In  Iras* 
burgh,  at  the  last  June  training,  the  military  companies  passed  a  unan- 
imous vote  to  dispense  with  ardent  spirits.  The  hand  of  God  was  in 
this  thing. — Heaven  smiled.  A  revival  of  religion  commenced  on 
training  day  ; — there  was  a  prayer  meeting  at  noon,  and  another  at 
4  o'clock.  More  than  three  months  ago  thirty  had  been  added  to  the 
church,  and  there  were  about  one  hundred  hopeful  conversions. 

'^Caledonia  Association.  Within  its  bounds  a  number  of  merchants 
have  ceased  to  sell  spirituous  liquors.  Military  companies  have  ban- 
ished ardent  spirits  from  their  meetings.  In  St.  Johnsbury  there  is 
aa  independent  company  formed  upon  the  principle  of  total  absti- 
nence. In  this  town,  large  iron  manufactories  are  caitiedoii  mXYiics^V 
irdent  9j^iiit».    In  the  Coogregationkl  Society,  in  t\i\a  ^Xuc^iiioV  oiiij^ 
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man  is  known  to  use  ardent  spirits,  or  to  give  them  to  labourers.  In 
Hard  wick  the  merchants  have  agreed  not  to  sell  nor  keep  ardent 
spirits,  except  for  medicinal  purposes.  The  liquors  reserved  for  these 
purposes  are  kept  in  their  dwelling  houses. 

**  North  Western  Association,  In  some  towns  there  is  a  great  dimi- 
nution in  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits.  The  county  Medical  Society 
have  taken  the  lead  in  this  work  of  reformation.  Within  the  bounds 
o{  Rutland  and  Pawlet  Associations,  the  cause  of  Temperance  in- 
creases in  favour  and  in  strength.  Some  Innkeepers  find  their  bar- 
custom  essentially  diminished.  Ministers  have  been  appointed  to 
preach  in  the  different  congregations  in  favour  of  temperance.  The 
South  Western  Consociation  of  this  State  voted  at  their  last  Annual 
meeting,  that  they  would  not  give  ardent  spirits  to  their  labourers,  nor 
use  nor  keep  them,  except  for  medicinal  purposes.'' 

The  reports  on  the  state  of  morals  and  religion  made  at  the  an- 
Dual  meetings  of  the  Conference  of  the  churches  in  Maine ;  the  Ge- 
neral Association  of  New  Hampshire  ;  the  General  Convention  of 
the  ministers  of  Vermont ;  the  General  Association  of  Mass. ;  the 
General  Association  of  Ct. ;  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  church ;  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presb.  church  ;  sev- 
eral of  the  associations  of  Baptist  ministers  in  many  of  the  states ;  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  church — shew  that  the  Tem- 
perance cause  has  awakened  attention  and  taken  effect,  throughout 
the  United  States  and  the  Canadas.  Our  General  Agent,  in  his 
joumies,  met  with  clergymen  and  laymen  from  every  part  of  the 
country,  who  stated  to  him,  that  a  marked  and  rapidly  growing 
change  in  tlie  customs  of  the  religious  and  moral  portions  of  the 
people  is  observable  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  Our  limits  forbid  us  to  furnish  but  a  few  evidences  of  the 
truth  of  these  remarks.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  appointed  Thursday  last,  the  4th  of  this  month,  to  be  obser- 
ved by  the  churches  under  their  care  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fast- 
ing, and  prayer,  on  account  of  the  sin  of  Intemperance.  As  far 
as  we  have  had  opportunity  to  learn,  the  Synods  and  Presbyteries 
voted  to  observe  that  day.  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  adjourned  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  public  worship  in  the  churches  in  Albany.  The  General 
Association  of  Connecticut  followed  the  example. 

Four  of  the  Synods  and  fourteen  of  the  Presbyteries  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States,  and  nearly  all  the  district 
associations  of  ministers  in  New  England,  the  Baptist  Convention  of , 
miaisters  in  Obhj  and  several  olhei  Baplisl  Associations  in  many  of 
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the  states,  and  the  conferences  of  the  churches,  almost  universally, 
have  expressly  voted,  to  abstain  themselves  from  ardent  spirits, 
and  have  earnestly  recommended  to  their  churches  to  do  the  same. 

The  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  has 
unanimously  adopted  the  resolution,  to  abstain  entirely  from  Ardent 
Spirits.  The  Church,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Mr.  Chabubers,  in 
Philadelphia,  had,  last  March,  three  hundred  and  6fty  three  members, 
and  as  stated  by  the  Pastor,  all  the  members  but  five  had  specifical- 
ly pledged  themselves  to  the  like  abstinence.  All  the  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Philadelphia,  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Hoov- 
er is  Pastor,  abstain  entirely,  as  is  also  the  case  with  the  Presbyteri- 
an church  in  Spring  Street,  New  York,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Ludlow.  That  church  has  expressly  resolved,  to  receive  no  per- 
son to  its  communion,  who  will  either  manufacture,  sell,  or  use  dis- 
tilled spirits.  A  similar  vote  has  been  passed  by  the  congregational 
church  in  New  Market,  N.  H.  The  second  Presbyterian  church 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  has  not  a  member  who  trafiics  in  ardent  spir- 
its. Those  of  them  (and  there  were  several)  who  had  formerly  done 
so,  abandoned  it  from  principle. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Newspaper  published  in  Williamstown,  that 
there  are  six  towns  in  Berkshire  county,  in  which  all  the  merchants 
have  abandoned  the  sale  of  the  drink  of  drunkards. 

The  Church  in  North  Yarmouth,  Me.,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
members,  voted,  one  only  dissenting,  the  adoption  of  the  usual  pro- 
visions of  the  Temperance  Society. 

A  clergyman  in  Georgia,  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Star, 
states,  *'  that  a  manifest  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice,  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  is  observable  through  the 
middle  portions  of  that  state.  At  the  Metropolis,  during  the  session 
of  the  Legislature,  not  more  than  one  half  the  spirits  were  used,  as 
on  former  occasions." 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
of  the  state  of  morals  and  religion  within  their  bounds,  which  was 
recently  published,  it  is  stated,  that  the  Governor  of  Alabama,  who 
has  occasion  to  make  frequent  journies  through  the  state,  remarked, 
that  in  his  judgement,  the  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  consumed  during 
the  year  1828,  was  one  third  less  than  in  the  year  preceding. 

A  gentlemao  of  high  respectability  in  Indiana,  in  a  lellet  lo  \\ve 
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Rev.  a.  Peters  of  New  York,  under  date  of  December  11,  1828, 

writes  as  follows  : 

'*  I  mentioned,  in  ray  last,  th6  recent  formation  of  a  Temperance 
Society  here. — Much  has  been  done  in  that  cause  in  this  State,  during 
the  past  year.  Societies  have  been  formed  in  various  places.  One 
thousand  copies  of  Kittredge's  Address  have  been  printed,  in  this 
place,  and  the  greater  part  circulated.  Considerable  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  on  this  subject,  and  an  impulse  has  beengiv« 
en  to  the  cause  throughout  the  State.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  at- 
tempt the  formation  of  a  State  Society,  at  Indianapolis,  during  the 
present  session  of  the  legislature.  The  good  effects  of  their  exertions 
are  quite  perceptible.  Great  numbers  have  adopted  the  principle  of 
entire  abstinence.  Many  merchants  and  mechanics,  who  formerly 
traded,  and  some  of  them  largely,  in  ardent  spirits,  have,  from  con- 
scientious scruples,  abandoned  the  trade  altogether, *^ 

Resolutions  to  abstain  from  Ardent  Spirits  have  been  passed  bjr 
twenty  five  militia  companies,  and  by  the  officers  of  four  Regiments ; 
by  ten  medical  societies ;  and  by  all  the  lawyers  in  the  counties  of 
Essex  and  Morris,  N.  J.  Ail  the  lawyers  in  the  county  of  Berk* 
shire,  Mass.,  at  the  circuit  court  in  Lenox,  in  November  last,  remov- 
ed ardent  spirits  from  their  tables,  and  directed  the  keepers  of  the 
houses  where  they  are  accustomed  to  board  in  Term  time,  to  supply 
them  no  more.  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Legislature,  by  a  resolution,  agreed  to  a  like  abstinence  during 
the  session.  A  multitude  of  instances  of  a  similar  description  have 
occurred,  in  all  the  various  forms  in  which  the  business  of  life  call 
men  to8;ether  for  public  purposes.  In  short,  the  redeeming  influenco 
of  the  Temperance  Reformation  has  spread  over  our  country,  and  is 
pervading  all  the  varieties  of  character  and  condition  which  our  pop- 
ulation affords. 

The  preceding  facts  support  the  observation  which  is  now  every 
where  made,  that  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  has  been  dimin- 
ished one  half  in  New  England,  and  one  third  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  the  land. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  their  Report  without  adverting 
to  tlie  change  which  has  taken  place  in  their  opinions,  relative  to 
the  reformation  of  habitual  drunkards.  Antecedent  to  the  Tempe- 
rance Reformation,  our  own  experience  and  observation,  and  also 
the  testimony  of  many  others,  whose  means  of  information  were  far 
more  abundant  than  our  own,  had  led  us  to  believe  that  the  reoove- 
ry  of  an  habitual  drunkard  was  next  to  an  impossibility ;  for  it  was 
but  seldom  that  instances  of  reformation  occurred,  and  the  roost 
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of  these,  proved  Id  the  end  delusive  and  lemporaiy.  For  this  rea- 
■OD  the  Founders  of  the  Temperance  Society,  in  adjusting  the  plan 
of  their  operatioas,  felt  themselves  almost  compelled  to  strike  habit- 
iial  drunkards  from  the  list  of  those  wbom  they  hoped  to  beoefit,  and 
to  leave  them  to  their  fate.  But  the  Providence  of  Him  who  "  came 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost"  opens  to  our  view  a  pros- 
pect of  deliverance  for  many  of  these  victima  of  guilt  and  woe  ;  whoiD 
we  had  cast  nut  from  our  mercy,  because,  as  we  supposed;  their 
distemper  was  incurable,  and  their  doom  inevitable. 

The  members  of  the  Society  will  at  once  perceive,  that  the  re- 
lapse of  drunkards,  in  times  past,  after  a  temporary  abEtinence  from 
their  cups,  was  occasioned,  in  great  measure,  by  the  existing  cus- 
toms of  temperate  drinking,  which  then  universally  prevailed.  It 
was  long  since  discovered  and  admitted,  that  no  habitual  drunkard 
could  be  effectually  reclaimed  by  any  other  means,  than  a  total  ab- 
stinence from  intoxicating  liquors,  even  from  those  which  are  of  the 
mildest  description.  Whenever  then  ibe  agonies  of  want,  disease, 
remorse  or  terror,  tore  the  victim  of  excess  from  his  indulgencies,  his 
entire  abstinence  from  the  domestic,  social,  and  public  bowl,  of 
which  his  brethren,  neighbours  and  associates  drank,  made 
him  an  outlaw,  and  a  cast  away.  The  necessary  means  of  his 
eure  aod  safety  proclaimed  his  degraded  condition,  and  served,  as 
a  brand  upon  the  forehead  of  felons,  or  marks  on  the  cheeks  of 
slaves,  to  reveal  his  infamy,  or  to  show  that  he  was  no  longer  a  free* 
man. 

The  universal  presence  too,  of  the  deficbus  poiscHi,  provoking 
bis  appetite,  and  tempting  him  at  every  turn  to  assuage  the  anguish 
of  ungratified  desire ;  the  sarcasm  of  his  former  associates,  at  the 
grog-shop  and  bar-room ;  the  bribes  and  even  threats  o^red  by 
ibose,  whose  continuance  in  drunkenness  was  rebuked  by  his  ab- 
stinence ;  and  the  numberiess  modes,  in  which  his  self  denial  and 
constancy  were  put  to  the  torture,  satisfactorily  account  for  the  fact, 
thai  in  former  years,  not  one  drunkard  in  a  thousand  was  perma- 
oenily  reformed. 

The  Temperance  Reformation  has  greatly  altered  the  state  of 
Society-,  and  changed  the  condition  of  a  reformed  drunkard,  in  rela- 
6m  to  the  particulars  to  which  we  have  briefly  alluded.  Formerly, 
the  habitually  iotemperaie  man,  who  was  brought  to  dash  the  fatal 
cup  from  bis  hands,  and  banish  it  from  his  bouse,  his  shopi  «adVa'& 
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field,  as  the  cause  of  all  his  woe,  was  like  a  leper  sent  from  the 
abodes  and  intercourse  of  his  kindred,  and  compelled  to  dwell  alone, 
not  that  he  might  avoid  imparting  pollution  and  death  to  them,  but  lest 
they  should  impart  again  to  him  the  pestilence  of  which  he  had 
been,  in  a  good  measure,  healed.  But  now,  in  every  grade  of  so- 
ciety, and  in  all  the  varieties  of  business  and  enjoyment,  men  of  to- 
tal abstinence  are  found  to  aid  and  cheer  him,  amidst  the  sufferings 
and  toils  which  beset  the  way  of  his  return. 

Instances  of  the  reformation  of  habitual  drunkards  are  now  men- 
tioned in  the  notices  which  we  have  of  the  effects  of  the  Temperance 
Reformation,  in  every  place  where  efforts  have  been  made.  From 
the  extensive  observation  and  inquiries,  which  our  General  Agent 
has  been  enabled  to  make,  he  infers  that  as  many  as  Jive  hundred 
men,  in  the  country  at  large,  have,  within  two  years,  been  snatched 
from  the  infamy  and  woe  of  habitual  intoxication. 

Every  day  is  multiplying  the  facilities  of  effecting  the  recovery  of 
this  wretched  portion  of  the  community ;  and  no  disheartening 
opinion  should  hereafter  escape  the  lips  of  the  friends  of  tempe- 
rance, to  discourage  either  the  drunkard  or  his  friends,  from  making 
all  possible  exertions  to  save  him  from  ruin  here  and  hereafter. 

Your  Con(^mittee,  among  other  measures  to  be  pursued  in  future, 
have  resolved  to  commence,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  periodical 
Journal,  to  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  communicating  intelligence  of  the 
progress  of  reformation,  and  also  as  the  organ  of  intercourse  with 
auxiliary  societies.  An  Editor  has  been  appointed,  and  whenever  his 
acceptance  shall  have  been  communicated,  and  the  arrangements 
made  as  to  the  place  and  manner  of  the  publication,  due  notice 
will  be  given  to  the  public* 

Although  much  has  been  accomplished  towards  the  deliverance 
of  our  land  from  the  dominion  of  intemperance, — much  more  than 
was  anticipated  by  the  most  sanguine  of  those  who  first  proposed 
the  formation  of  this  Society  ;  yet  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  by  every 
friend  of  our  cause,  that  no  more  than  a  beginning  has  been  made. 
Great  things  have  been  done,  but  far  greater  remain  to  be  done. 
We  have  now,  perhaps,  nearly  five  hundred  societies,  embracing 


*  Since  the  annual  meeting,  arrangements  have  been  definitely  made  for 
the  proposed  publication.  See  the  Prospectus  of  the  Journal,  at  the  close  of 
the  Appendix, 


1829.]  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY.  25 

twenty  five  thousand  noen.  We  state  this  supposition,  that  we  may 
at  all  events,  escape  the  charge  of  underrating  the  extent  to  which 
the  reformation  has  already  advanced.  But  what  are  these  in  com- 
parison with  the  six  thotisand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  one  port  towns 
and  villages  which  the  United  States  now  contains,  and  the  nearly 
^1170  minions  of  men  who  people  them  f  Each  one  of  these  towns 
and  villages  must  have  a  temperance  society,  or  be  left  a  prey  to 
the  destroyer,  and  each  of  these  two  millions  of  men  must  be  brought 
to  an  entire  abstinence  from  ardent  spirits,  or  they  and  their  offspring 
be  exposed  perpetually  to  ruin. 

The  American'  Temperance  Society  has  undertaken,  in  humble 
reliance  on  the  aid  and  guidance  of  the  Father  of  Mercies,  to  ac- 
complish this  great  and  necessary  work.  The  expectations  of  the 
wise  and  benevolent  in  many  parts  of  our  land,  and  the  confidence 
which  our  past  success  has  secured  to  us,  loudly  call  on  us  to  go 
forward,  with  energy,  courage,  and  hope.  The  blessings  of  many 
who  were  ready  to  perish,  are  now  descending  on  the  heads  of  those 
who  have  instituted  and  supported  this  Society,  and  carried  its  pur- 
poses into  execution.  If  we  go  forward  with  those  expanded  views 
and  patient  labours,  and  that  continued  liberality,  which  the  tempo- 
ral and  eternal  welfare  of  the  millions  now  in  being,  and  the  millions 
yet  to  be  born,  demand  and  deserve,  what  a  multitude  will  rise  up, 
both  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  and  call  us  blessed ! 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

NATHANIEL  HEWIT, 

General  Agent. 


N.  B.  On  the  first  pag^  of  our  Report  an  error  has  occurred,  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  amount  collected  by  the  General  Ag^ent.  The  total  is,  $1912,93, 
and  not  $1782,93. 
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Bath^  Rev.  John  W.  Elliog^ood. 
Portland^  Rev.  Charles  Jenkins. 

Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  d.  d. 

Hon.  Albion  K.  Fairis. 

Hon.  William  P.  Preble. 
SaeOy  Ether  Shepley,  Esq. 

VERMOjrr. 

AitUbonugh^  Noah  Clafflin,  Esq. 
Manthttttfy  Rev.  Abraham  Bronson. 
JSiddUbufjfy  Rev.  Joshna  Bates,  d.  ]>. 

Pres.  Mid.  Col. 
Montptlitr^  Rev.  Mr.  Soathmayd. 
SKortKam^  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton. 
St,  Alharu^  Hon.  B.  Swift. 
Woodstock^  Hon.  Charles  Marsh. 
Hon.  B.  T.  Deming. 

IfEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Concord^  Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton. 
Extitr^  Hon.  George  Sulliiran'. 
Hanottr^  Rev.  Nathan  Lord,  d.  d. 

Pres.  Dart.  Col. 
Reuben  D.  Mussey,  m.  d.  Pres. 

Med.  Soc.  N.  H. 
Ljftne^  Jonathan  Kittredg^e,  Esq. 
Pelham,  Rev.  John  H.  Charch,  D.  d. 
Pcmbrokey  Hon.  John  Vose. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amherst^  Rev.Heman  Humphrey,D.D. 

Pres.  Amhert  Colleg^e. 
Andovefy  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius. 
Samuel  Farrar,  Esq. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Porter,  d.  d. 
Rev.  Moses  Stuart. 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  d.  d. 
Belckertoumy  Hon.  Mark  Doolittle. 
Berkley y  Rev.  Thomas  Andrns. 
Boltofiy  S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  Esq. 
BosioTiy  Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,  d.  d. 
Rev.  Edward  Beecher. 
Richard  Cobb,  Esq. 
Pliny  Cutler. 

Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq.        ' 
Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  d.  d. 
Rev.  Samuel  Green. 
Enoch  Hale,  m.  d. 
Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard. 
Rev.  Elijah  Heddin^. 
Henry  Homes. 
ReT.  William  Jenks,  d.  d. 


Joseph  Jenkins. 

Hon.  Heman  Lincoln. 

Edmund  Munroe,  Esq. 

Timothy  Merritt. 

Daniel  Noyes. 

Hon.  George  Odiome. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Potter. 

John  C.  Proctor. 

David  Patten. 

Hardy  Ropes. 

William  Ropes,  Esq. 

John  Tappan. 

Bradford  Sumner,  Esq. 

John  C.  Warren,  M.  n. 

Samuel  H.  Walley. 

Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Wisner,  d.o. 
Brookfieldy  Rev.  Thomas  Snell. 
Cambridge^  Levi  Far  well. 

William  Hilliard,  Esq. 
Charlettovmy  Rev.  Warren  Fay,  d.  a. 
Danverty  James  Brown. 
Hadlejfy  Rev.  John  Woodbridg;e,  d.d. 
Lee^  Rev.  A  Ivan  Hyde,  d.  d. 
Leomirutery  Hon.  Samuel  Strong. 
LynUy  Rev.  John  Lindsey. 
Marhleheady  Hon.  William  Reed. 
NarUuckety  Oliver  C.  Bartlet,  m.  d. 
J^ew  Bedfordy  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes. 
Newburyporty  William  Bartlet,  Esq. 

William  B.  Banister,  Esq. 

Rev.  Luther  F.  Dimmick. 
Jforthamptony  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates. 

Hon.  Lewis  Strong. 
N,  Bridgewatefy  Rev.  D.  Huntineton. 
PUtifieldy  Edward  A.  Newton,  &q. 
Saltmy  Rev.  Lucius  Boles,  d.  d. 

Rev.  Brown  Emerson. 
Sheffieldy  Hon.  R.  H.  Barnard. 
Springfieidy  Hon.  John  Hooker. 

Hon.  Seth  Sprague. 
Israel  Trask,  Esq. 
Stockhridgey  Hon.  Joseph  Woodbridge. 
Tauntofiy  Hon.  Marcus  Morton. 
Wtsihamptoriy  Rev.  Enoch  Hale. 
West  Springfieidy  Hon.  SamM  Lathrop. 
fVUliamttotDny  Rev.  E.  D.  Griffin,  d.d. 
Pres.  Will.  Col. 
Rev.  Ralph  W.  Gridley. 
Worcester y  Rev.  Jonathan  Going. 
Hon.  Daniel  Wiildo. 
Theophilus  Wheeler,  Esq.        jM 
Yamwuihy  Henry  Thatcher,  E^.     ]■ 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 
Brutol^  Rt.  Rev.  A.  V.  Gri9wold,D.D. 
Providence^  Hon.  Nicholas  Brown. 
William  Jenkins. 
Rev.   Francis  Wayland,  d.  d. 

Pres.  Brown  Univ. 
Thomas  Burg^ess,  K?q. 
Rev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Fairfield^  Rev.  Nathaniel  He  wit. 
Haddam^  Rev.  John  Marsh. 
Hartford ,^  Rev.  Joel  Hawes. 

Daniel  Wadsworth,  Esq. 

Thomas  S.  Williams,  E^q. 

Rev.  Joel  H.  Lindsley. 
Litchfield^  Hon.  Benjamin  Tallmadg^e. 
Lyme.,  Charles  Griswold,  Esq. 
New  Haven^  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  d.d. 

LL.  D.  Pres.  Yale  College. 
AbrtricA,  William  P.  Green,  Esq. 
Sharon^  Hon.  John  C.  Smith. 
fFeatkersfield^  Rev.  C.  Chapin,  d.  d. 

Rev.  Caleb  J.  Tenney. 

Doct.  Woodward. 

NEW  YORK. 
Jilbany^  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 

Rev.  Henry  Weed. 
•Auburn^  Rev.  James  Richards,  d.  o. 


Caroline^  Joseph  Speed,  M.  d. 
Coxackie^  Abraham  Van  Dyck,  Eaq, 
Genera,  Rev.  Henry  Axtell,  ii.  d. 

Rev.  Henry  Dwiofht. 
New  York,  Ansel  W.  Ives,  M.  d. 

Rev.  T.  M'Auley,  d.  d.  lu  d. 

Rev.  Gardiner  Springs,  D.  d. 

Arthur  Tappan,  Esq. 
Penn  Yan,  Rev   Chauncey  Eddy. 
Rochester,  Aristarchus  Champion,  Esq. 
Schenectady,  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott,  d.d. 
Pres.  Union  Collcg^e. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Newark,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,Eaq. 
Princeton,  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq. 
Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  d.  d. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia,  Alexander  Henry,  Esq, 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq. 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Skinner,  d.  d. 
Roberts  Vaux. 
Rt.  Rev.  William  White,  d.  d. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore^  Alexander  M^Cullock,  Esq. 

VIROINJA. 
Hamp.  Sydney,  John  H.  Rice,  d.  p. 
New  Canton^  Gen.  J.  U.  Cocke. 


•  >P>f: 


BY  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THIRTY  DOLLARS  AND  UPWARDS. 


Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Boston. 

Joseph  Brewster,  New  York  city. 

Daniel  D.  Broadhcad,  Boston. 

John  Brooks,  Salem. 

Rev.  M.  Bruen,  New  York  city. 

Josiah  Bumstead,  Boston. 

Cyrus  Butler,  Esq.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Jonathan  Carleton,  Boston. 

Apollos  Cook,  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

Nathaniel  R.  Cobb,  Boston. 

T.  Cock,  M.  D.  New  York  city. 

George  W.  M'CMIan,  Philadelphia. 

Francis  Cook,  Wiscasset,  Me. 
•Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  New  York  city. 

Pliny  Cutler,  Boston. 

Orrin  Day,  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

James  Darrach,  Philadelphia. 

William  Darracb,  m.  d.  do. 

Geom  Doufflat,  New  York  city. 
Egn  P/er,  Bof  (on. 


Rev. Ansel  D.Eddy,  Canandai»ua,w.T. 

Thomas  Elmes,  do. 

William  Ely,  Esq.  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  Sylvanus  Haight,  Wilton,  Conn. 

R.  T.  Haines,  New  York  city. 

John  Hanson,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

Calvin  Haven,  Boston. 

George  E.  Head,  Do. 

Henry  Hill,  Esq.  D(f. 

George  J.  Homer,  Do, 

John  Hopkins,  Northampton. 

H.  Hudson,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Frederick  Hughes,  Salem. 

Thomas  P.  Ives,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  d.  d.  Philad.  Pa. 

William  Jenkins,  Providence,  R.  I. 

John  W.  Jones,  Boston. 

Eliphalet  Kimball,  Do. 

Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  New  York. 

Josiah  Little^  Newburyport. 
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£lijah  Mears,  Boston. 

Charles  D.  IVIei^s,  m.  d.  Philad.  Pa. 

Rev.  James  Milnor,  d.d.  N.  York  city. 

Rer.  Alfred  Mitchell,  Norwich,  Coqd. 

Joseph  Mootg^omery,  Philadelphia. 

John  S.  Norton,  Albany. 

J.  B.  H.  Odiome,  Dover,  N,  H. 

William  Parker,  Boston. 

Thomas  Patten,  Do. 

Rev.  William  Patton,  New  York  city. 

Anson  6.  Phelps,  Do. 

Rer.  W.  W.  Phillips,  d.  d.  Do. 

Benjamin  Pickman,  Salem. 

Alfred  Richardson,  Boston. 


Rev.  Edward  Rutledg'e,  Philadelphia. 
Henry  Rutjo;^ers,  New  York  city. 
Daniel  SafTord,  Boston. 
Ebenezer  Shillaber,  Danvers. 
Charles  Sig^ourney,  Esq.  Hartford,  Ct. 
Rev.  T.  H.  Skinner,  d.  d.  Philad.  Pa. 
Nathaniel  Stowel,  Worcester. 
George  Sutherland,  Boston. 
William  Trull,  Boston. 
Elijah  Upton,  Danvers. 
Rev.  Franklin  Y.  Vail,  Bridg^eport,  Ct. 
John  Watts,  m.  d.  New  York  city. 
Eliphalet  Williams,  Northampton. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


TO 


THE  AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY, 

Prom  AVw.  14,  iaS27,  to  Dee,  31,  1808. 


^Ufony,  .AT.  F. 

John  S.  Norton  $30,00 
From  13  individ.  17 

Jiubum^  JV".  y. 

J.Gardner  20 

W.  Brown  3 

Gersham  Powers  5 
Horace  Hills  10 
J.  S.  Seymour  5 
J.  G.  Morgan  5 
C.  B.  Hotchkiss  10 
P.  Holley  *  5 

H.  Mills  5 

£.  C.  Bradford  3 
J.  C.  Nazro  5 

J.J.  Ha«^erman  1 
J.  Cherry  2 

Wm.  Hooper  1 

J.  Selover  2 

J.  Patty  1 

Cash  from  3  indiv.  5 

Jindorer^  S,  Pa.  Ms. 
Con.  Chh.  &Soc.  23  56 

W,  Parish, 
Contribution  3  25 

Beverly,  Mass, 
David  Oliphant     5 
John  Low  1 

J.  H.  Lovett  2 

Jos.  Lovett  3 

L  Trask  2 

B.  Lanson  2 

S.  Foster  J       ' 


J.  O.  Foster  $5  00 

£.  Smith  4 
J.  Griffin  1 

8.  Dodo^e  2 

Josiah  Foster  3d  5 

J.  Morg^an  3 

J.  Abbott  1 

M.  Trask  2 

R.  Buck  1 

J.  Safford  3 
J.  R.  Lovett  50 

J.  Puhard  2 

A.  Woodbury  Jr.  2 
O.  Trask  2 
N.  Bachelder  3 

B.  Peirce  1 
Boston. 

Contr.  at  ann.  > 
mt.  H.St.  Chh.  S 
Fr.byDr.EdwardslO 
Bridgeport,  Ct. 

Franklin  Y.  Vail  30 

Wm.  B.  Nash  10 

Wm.  DeForest  5 

J.  B.  Baldwin  6 

Stephen  Hawley  3 

Jesse  Sterlings  5 

J.  Brooks  Jr.  ^  3 

J.  Sherman  i 

B.  Knapp  5 

G.  Hawley  5 

J.  B.  HrU  3 

5.  Sterling  10 


28  65 


N.  Wade 
E.  Porter 
N.  Northrop 
J.  P.  Sturg^es 
S.  Lockwood 
E.  Lacey 
W.  Dyer 
D.  Hubbell  3d 
M.  Hawley 
G.  Wade 
J.  Hubbell 
L  Lord 

D.  Crane 

A.  Carrier 

E.  C.  Spinning 
V.  Curtiss 

G.  Kippen 
Wm.  Peet 
T.  C.  Wordin 
h  Wood 
W.  Hawley 

B.  Kirtland 
W.  Wright 

CatskiU,  >r.  Y. 
Orrin  Day 
D.  Porter 
A.  Cook 
T.  B.  Cook 
A.  Brave 
H.  Hill  Jr. 
J.  Hale 
£.  ttawler 
A.  C.  Hail 


$3  00 
5 
2 
1 
2 


2 


5 
5 
5 
3 
1 
1 


zo 
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S.  C.  Woodraff  $  2  00 

A.  M'Kinatry  10 

A.  Porter  10 

Con.  Dr.  Por-)  ,«>  1,^ 

ter^s  Ch.&8oc.  $  **^  ^" 

CTomiray,  Mast, 

Georg^e  Rog-ers  5 

Canandaigua^  JV.  Y, 

A.  D.  Eddy  30 

E. Johns  10 

A.  Duncan  10 

H.  B.  Gibson  10 

W.  Hubbdl  10 

N.  W.  Howell  12 

G.  Willson  5 

W.  Austin  5 

N.  LitUe  6 

E.  Carr  6 

J.  Sibly  5 

R.  Rosier  1 

C.  Wells  3 

H.  Sexton  1 

H.  M'Nair  3 

H.  Howe  3 

H.  Chapin  3 

O.  Rose  1 

W.  F.  M^Call  1 

J.  R.  Hall  2 
C.  G.  Hammond    1 

M.  Reals  2 

W.  Antiss  3 

£.  Forbes  1 

T.  B.  Lyon  1 

Mrs.  Gorham  2 

Mr.  Taylor  1 

Cash  1 

Durham^  Cl. 

David  Smith  6 

W.  Wadsworth  lO 

A.  Newton  1 
R.  Newton  1 

B.  H.  Coe  1 
Fairfieldy  Ct. 

A.  Perry  6 
A  Female  5 

C.  Bennett  10 
R.  M.  Sherman  5 
A  marria|;e  fee  2 
Found  3 

B.  Lyon  1 

C.  G.  Lee  5 
A  fr.  Reading,  Ct.  1 
E.Birsdeye,  Ath-  )  t  ar 
ens,  Alabama  y 

Farmington^  Ct, 

£.  Hooker 

Contributed 
GeiuDo,  Jf,  Y, 

H.  Dwight  20 


3 
3 


P.  Hasting^  $5  00 

W.A.VanVrankenS 
Tillmau&Milford  10 


6 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
5 
25 
5 
6 
2 
5 


H.  Basting^s 
S.  Southworth 
A.  Joy 

S.  A.  Hastings 
J.  B.  Hamilton 
W.  E.  Sill 
W.  Huston 
M.  Crittenden 

D.  Cook 
C.  A.  Cook 
A.  Cowles 
Danl.  Cook 
H.  Clark 
H.  Camp 
R.  Samson 
J.  Sanycher 
J.  H.  Swift 
T.  P.  Handy 
J.  M'Clure 
S.  Hubbard 

Gloucnttr, 
N.  Babsen 
G.  &  S.  Dexter 
S.  Stevens 
Z.  Stearns 
C.  Stevens 
A.  Parker 
S.  Stacy 

E.  Stacy 

A.  Sawyer 
J.  Willson 

B.  Ellery 
S.  W.  Rogers 
R.  W.  Todd 
E.  Smith 
W.  Allen 

A.  Haraden 
J.  Haraden 
E.  Brown  Jr. 
J.  M.  Lowe 
J.  W.  Dexter 

Qrtat  Barringion^  Mass, 
J.  Whitmg  2 

J.  Turner 
S.  Rossiter 
J.  Sumner 
G.  Beckwith 

C.  W.  Hopkins 
R.  Taylor 
M.  Bartholomew 
J.  M.  Hyde 

B.  Beckwith 
A.  Beckwith 
Cash  from  sev-  ) 
eral  indiTiduali ) 

Oruru  Farmi^  Ct, 
Contr.  eh,  k.  loc.  8  18 


3 
5 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 

3 
5 

5 
5 

2 
5 
5 
6 
1 
2 


50 


5 

2 


1 
6  07 


Hartford^  Connm 

T.  Day  5  00 

Cash  1 

A.  M.  Collins  10 

D.  F;  Robinson  5 
J.  Catlin  5 
H.  bhead  58 
W.  W.  Ellsworth  6 

S.  Terry  3 

C.  Goodwin  5 

E.  Goodwin  3 

B.  Hudson  2 
G.  Putnam  2 

D.  P.  Macy  1 
J.  Bliss  1 
A.  Thatcher  1 

C.  R.  Comstock  1 
N.  Harris  50 

0.  L.  Gillett  50 
N.  Smith  Jr.  1 

8.  Woodbridge  2 

W.  King  1 

S.  B.  Wildman  1 

D.  Copeland  I 
D.  Colton  2 

Haverhill^  Mass, 

1,  R.  How  5 
J.  H.  Duncan  2 
S.  Chase  5 
W.  Leroy  1 
H.PIummer  5 
D.  Marsh  Jr.  5 
M.  Gale  5 
G.  Parker  1 
D.  P.  Harmon  3 
M.  Nichols  1 
N.  Webster  3 

D.  Webster  2 
J.  Coggswell  2 

A.  W.  Thayer  1 
J.  S.  Porter  1 

E.  Kimball  1 

D.  C.  Kimball  I 

B.  Greenleaf,  Brad- 
ford 1 

C.  Short  1 
W.  A.  Conant  1 
W.Day,  Bradford.  1 

E.  Cross  do  I 
L.  Johnson  do  1 
G.  Burroughs  1 
Cootr.  HaTerhill  10  50 

Hinsdale^  Matt^ 

J.  H.  Russ  5 
Cash  30 

Contribution  10 

Holden^  Mats, 

H.  Bardwell  1 

£.  Davis  5 

L.  Davis  3 
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J.  Lorel  $1  00 

J.  Walker  1 

P.  Rice  1 

J.  H.  Stratton  1 

J.  P.  Maynard  1  &0 

J.  Chaffins  1 

J.  Cheney  1 

S.  Dorman  I 

W.  M.  Hubbard  1 

A.  Dryden  I 

J.  Herrick  1 

S.  W.  Hubbard  1 

M.  Crosby  l 

S.  Dorman  2 

J.  Stratton  1 

L.  Falea  I 

M.  Holbrook  1 

P.  Cummings  1 
Cash  by  sey.  pen.  6  S5 
Ipswich^  Mati, 

J.  Dana  5 

N.  Lord  Jr.  10 

J.  Know! ton  S 

W.  F.  Wade  S  50 

A.  Daniels  1 

C.  Kimball  6 

J.  W.  Ward  5 

J.  Choate  Jr.  5 

J.  Ross  1 

J.  Stulker  1 

S.  Stanwood  1 

J.  Heard  20 

A  Friend  1 

A.  Andrews  1 
Liee^  Mast, 

Contr.  Ch.  &Soc.  13 

S.  Shepherd  1 

J.  W.  Robbins  8 

B.  Sheldon  3 
J.  Tucker  3 

C.  Mattoon  1 
A.  Nash  1 
G.  N.  Bri^g^s  1 
W.  Porter  1 
J.  Porter  1 

C.  Sedgwick  3 
H.  Habbord  1 
L.  Washburn  1 
R.  H.  Barnard  3 
W.  P.  Walker  3 

D.  WiUiaoM  2 
Cask  teTT.  indr.  12 

Lowell^  Mu9, 

£•  Do^^latt  t 

M.  Hile  5 

E.  Glidden  6 
I.  J.  Greeiiwaod  5 
J*  SweetKT  S 
J.  Fox  1 
H.  Ba/tea  $3 


I 


E.  Peirce 

100 

S.  B.  Gunn 

100 

N.  Oliver 

1 

J.  Benjamin  Jr. 

1 

F.  Van  Doom 

2 

S.  Gunn  Jr. 

1 

W.  Davidson 

5 

R.  Piatt 

1 

S.  Gould 

1 

M.  Merwin 

1 

L.  Ewing 

1 

J.  Benjamin 

1 

E.  Sherman 

1 

C.  Isbell 

1 

J.  B.  Spofford 

1 

Middletown^  Ct. 

E.  L.  Allen 

1 

C.  Wetmore 

5 

N.  A.  Tufts 

2 

N.  Hubbard 

10 

N.  P.  Ames  Jr. 

1 

R.  Rand 

1 

F.  Hoble 

5 

E.  B.  Tompkins 

2 

D.  Atherton 

1 

W.  S.  Camp 

2 

B.  Mather 

2 

J.  North 

2 

H.  Wheeler 

1 

J.  Selden 

I 

W.  Gardiner  Jr. 

6 

S.  Spalding^ 

1 

L.  R.  Roby 

2 

A.  Newton 

1 

J.  Tucker 

1 

N.  Smith 

1 

A.  B.  Eaton 

1 

E.  Southmayd 

1 

L.  N.  Say  wood 

i 

Cash  fr.sev.indv. 

18  60 

A  Friend 

1 

Jfew  Haven^  Ct. 

Contribution 

22 

S.  Twining 

5 

Lyme^  Ct, 

C.  J.  Salter 

5 

R.  M.  Curdy 

10 

L.  Bacon 

5 

C.  Griswold 

5 

J.  Brewster 

20 

W.  Coalt 

1 

E.  Gorham 

5 

W.  Noyes  Jr. 

5 

H.  Feck 

6 

C.  J.  M.  Curdy 

3 

C.  Hooker 

2 

A.  L.  M.  Curdy 

1 

L.  Candee 

10 

J.  Mather 

6 

W.  Austin 

2 

R.  L.  Lord 

2 

N.  Olmsted 

3 

W.  E.  Coult 

I 

L.  Bradley 

6 

R.  L.  Hall 

1 

M.  Holt 

1 

C.  Smith 

1 

J  Durrie 

2 

J.  Hart 

2 

I.  Beers 

1 

E.  A.  Lord 

1 

J.  Ritter 

1 

H.  M.  Waite 

3 

C.  Adams 

1 

D.  R.  Noyes 

1 

A.  Bradley 

6 

R.  Noyes 

4 

I.  Thompson 

1 

D.  Caulkins 

1 

G.  Mansield 

5 

S.  I.  Lord 

3 

P.  B.  Whitmor« 

1 

L.  Bill 

1 

S.  J.  Hitchcock 

5 

E.  Smith 

1 

S.  P.  Davii 

1 

J.  A.  Hempsted 

3 

E. Johnson 

M 

R.  Champion  Jr. 

1 

S.  Hull 

5 

S.  L.  Peck 

2 

W.  K.  Townsend  5 

W.  Marvin 

1 

S.  W.  Knewals 

1 

JUa/ord,  Ct. 

V.  M.  Dow 

1 

B.  Pinnco 

3 

J.  Mitchell 

1 

W.  Fenn 

3 

H.  Croswell 

2 

G.  Mann 

5 

L.  Hotchkiu 

2 

H.  Davidson 

5 

W.  H.  Elliot 

2 

W.  A^  Bull 

h 

Donation 

2 

A.  Carfing;toQ 

3 

Z.  Bradley 

t 

C.  H.  Pond 

5 

E.  Hull 

S 

D.  B.  Ing^rsoH 

1 

Jforih  Hmmm. 

D.  Smith  Jr. 

10 

J.  Foot 

nil 

S.  B.  Smith  Jr. 

5 

J.  Bamt  Jr. 

M 

N.  Nettletdn 

1 

G.B..Ttlltt|  ^ 

■ 

8.  Strong 

5 

J.U.Qm      ^ 

S 

D.BetM 

1 

O.VYMuer 

.SilH 
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L.  Barnes  1  00 

S.  Foot  50 

S.  Cooke  50 

J.  Smith  50 

J.  Todd  50 

M.  Bradley  25 

R.  Doolittle  25 

H.  Bray  50 

J.  Barns  50 

R.  Mansfield  50 

J.  Humaston  50 

J.  Beach  50 

J.  Bassett  1 

B.  Goodyear  25 

E.  Warner  50 

B.  Barns  50 

D.  F.  Bishop  50 

J.  Dickerman  25 

Aeir  London^  Ct. 
D.  Deshon  2 

J.  Deshon  2 

J.  Thomson  5 

P.  Richards  2 

J.  S.  Perkins  5 

H.  Smith  1 

Cash  from  indiv.  18 

^orwalky  Ct. 

Cont.  Ch.  &  Soc.  6 

Aeto  Marlborough^  Masi, 
G.  Canfield 
£.  Stevens  2 

A.  Kinney 
D.  Adams 
L.  Martwell 
A.  Rising 
A.  Goodwin 
Cash  from  indiv.    4  20 

Ptru^  Matt, 
J.  M.  Brewster      5  . 

Pitttfitld^  Matt, 
J.  BisseU  1 

S.  M.  M'Kay         5 
J.  D.  Wells  5 

J.  Merrick  5 

A.  Carey 
J.  Clapp 
S.  A.  Danforth 
C  Dillingham 
J.  H.  Dunham 
A.  Stevens 
W.  H.  Howard 
A«  Hayden 
J.  Taylor 

Cash  10 

J.  Warriner 
C.  J.  F.  Allen 
A.  Barnes 
J.  Reed 
J.  Towniend 
ULuell 

J.  Pomeroj 


H.  C.  Brown 

500 

E.  Pyncheon 

300 

£.  Dunbar 

1 

C.  Howard 

2 

£.  Goodrich 

1 

E.  Edwards 

i 

E.  R.  Coles 

3 

M.  Bliss 

1 

J.  Buel 

3 

J.  Hooker 

3 

D.  Brush 

1 

Stratford,  Ct. 

F.  Hubbard 

1 

J.  Leavitt 

30 

C.  Delano 

1 

J.  Liu^ijley 

3 

Z.  Russel 

1 

L.  Beers 

1 

J.  Peck 

1 

J.  M.  Rogers 

1 

E.  M.  Bissell 

3 

Troy,  JV.  Y. 

E.  Phelps 

1 

D.  Kuel  Jr. 

6 

Cash 

2 

J.  Tracy 

5 

Contribution 

3  68 

J.  Ayers 

2 

Philadelphia^  Pa. 

G.  Vail 

2 

R.  Ralston 

50 

H.  N.  Lockwood  1 

A.  Henry 

50 

W.  RoberU  Jr. 

150 

J.  Elmes 

50 

Cash 

1 

G.  M.  Clellard 

30 

J.  Chichester 

2 

J.  Hanson 

30 

J.  Harpham 

1 

J.  Darrach 

30 

J.  Raymond 

1 

W.  Darrach 

30 

Utica,  JV.  Y. 

J.  Montgomery 

30 

J  .F.Schermerhom  S 

Friend 

10 

G.  Kirkland 

10 

E.  S.  Ely 

5 

J.  Dean 

5 

C.  Bulkly 

5 

A.  B.Johnson 

5 

Female 

2 

W.  Clay 

2 

H.  Neal 

5 

A.  Seymour 

2 

Rochttttr^  JV.  Y, 

J.  Bradish 

3 

A.  Champion 

100 

C.  Hastings 

3 

Mr.  Campbell 

5 

J.  P.  Rider 

1 

A.  Samson 

3  • 

T.  Walker 

3 

A.  Ensworth 

2 

B.  Merrill  Jr. 

i 

L.  Ward 

5 

G.  Dutton 

1 

C.  M.  Lee 

3 

T.  Pomeroy 

2 

H.Ely 

5 

Cash 

4 

Cash 

1 

Wtttfitld,  Matt, 

Rochttttr^  Matt. 

S.  Collins 

10 

R.  A.  Cobb 

5 

A.  Collins 

5 

Sttkonk, 

E.  Clark 

2 

Contribution 

5  08 

E.  Grant 

2 

Slraiham. 

E.  Davis 

1 

J.  Cummins 

10 

L.  F.  Thayer 

5 

Sheffield^  Matt, 

H.  Gillett 

1 

J.  Bradford 

3 

A.  Fowler 

3 

Mr.  Gleason 

1 

A^  C.  Chad  wick 

1 

Mrs   Lee 

1 

I.  Fowler 

3 

Stockbridgt^  Matt, 

Cash 

1 

Contr.  Ch.&  Soc. 

13  20 

J.  Clark 

1 

Cash 

1  12 

J.  H.  Stow 

I 

Southhampton^  Matt,        \ 

W.  Hooker 

1 

P.  Strong 

6 

Wilton,  Conn, 

Mrs.  Joy 

1 

Contribution  of] 
Cong.Ch.&Soc.  j 

*  8  72 

Springfield^  Matt, 

O.  R.  Morris 

2 

JViUiamttown,  Matt, 

C.  Steams 

5 

£.  D.  Griffin 

10 

D.  Bonteron 

2 

D.  Noble 

3 

C.  Chapin 

2 

£.  Kellogg 

6 

A.  Morcma 

1 

Di  N.  Dewey 

2 

D.Rice 

1 

S.  Horey 

2 

!¥•  B.  Cilhoim 

S 

Prof.  Porter 

APPENDIX. 


On  motion  by  tht  Hon.  Mark  DooliitU^  «( Retolved^  That  the  Report  of  the 
Executive  CommUtu  he  accepted^  and  printed  under  their  direction?^ 

hi  iupporting  his  motion^  Mr.  Doolittle  tpoke  asfoHowt  : 

In  ofiering^  this  Reiolation,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  but  reiterate  the  lentl- 
ment  expressed  in  the  Report,  of  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  every  blessing, 
for  the  smiles  which  he  has  bestowed  on  the  operations  of  this  Society. 

Whatever  importance  we  may  attach  to  other  associations,  formed  for  ame- 
liorating the  condition  and  elevating  the  character  of  man,  it  will  be  conceded, 
I  apprehend,  that  the  success  which  has  attended  the  cause  of  temperance^ 
has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  friends  and  patrons.  By 
the  operations  of  this  Society,  you  exert  a  salutary  influence  over  a  class  of 
men  who  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the  common  and  ordinary  modes  of  moral  im- 
provement. Ton  may  extend  to  them  the  munificence  of  your  Bible  Societies, 
your  Tract  Societies,  and  your  Missionary  Societies,  with  little  more  effect, 
than  would  be  produced  by  extending  the  same  munificence  to  the  congrega^ 
tion  of  the  dead.— This  class  is,  however,  an  important  one  ;  both  in  resjMct 
to  their  numbers,  and  the  various  relations  which  they  sustain  in  the  commu- 
nity. From  well  authenticated  facts,  it  has  been  shown,  that  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  pauperism  and  crime  which  are  found  in  the  land  is  the  legitimate 
fruit  of  Intemperance.  To  give  a  faithful  representation  of  the  calamities  which 
follow  in  the  train  of  this  vice,  it  is  necessary  to  employ  all  the  forms  of  misery, 
which  are  endured  in  this  life  or  that  which  is  to  come.  It  would  seem  that 
a  vice  so  dreadful  in  its  consequences  could  hardly  find  an  advocate  in  a  chris- 
tian land.  Many  however  are  found  who  are  its  friends  and  become  its  volun* 
tary  slaves ;  and  many  more  are  clothing  themselves  in  an  armour  of  objections 
in  which  they  take  the  attitude  of  hostility  to  every  systematic  effort  made 
for  the  promotion  of  temperance.  I  will  detain  you  but  a  few  moments  while  I 
remark  on  a  few  objections  which  are  frequently  made,  to  the  formation  of  TVm- 
peranee  Societies, 

The  question  is  often  asked,  why  do  you  form  Societies  for  this  purpose  ? 
Men  can  be  temperate  without  joining  a  society  ;  and  what  is  the  use  of  it? 
I  admit  that  men  can  be  temperate  without  joining  a  society.  Still,  we  find  a 
benefit  in  forming  societies.  We  are  formed  for  society,  and  can  act  in  socie- 
ty, when  we  act  for  the  public  good,  with  more  ease  and  effect,  whatever  may 
be  the  object,  than  when  we  act  alone.  In  all  the  enterprises  of  the  day,  for 
the  reformation  of  men,  societies  are  established.  Information,  and  facts  im- 
portant to  be  known,  are  more  easily  collected  and  imparted,  by  means  of  so- 
cieties. The  Society  becomes  the  great  reservoir,  from  which  are  drawn  con- 
stant supplies,  giving  life  and  energy  to  every  portion  of  the  community.  It 
is  to  the  community  what  the  heart  is  to  the  human  system.  If  the  cause  of 
temperance  form  an  exception  to  all  other  causes  which  engage  the  attention 
of  men  in  the  work  of  reformation,  the  objector  u  bound  to  give  the  reasons  fot 
the  exception,  or  the  argument  is  with  us.  Again,  we  say  there  are  some  mnmm 
upeciaUp  demanding  the  formation  of  Societies,  in  this  work,  more  Uum  In  ''^ 
er  enterprises  of  the  day.  By  the  formation  of  Societies,  yoo  it 
hands  of  the  civil  magutrate  and  public  officer,  in  the  ditchwge  el 
It  is  true,  that  in  many  places  intemperate  men  have  become  ^v< 
poll.     If  the  admiDistration  of  a  corporation  is  faithful  in  BuppTewwilf 
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ranca,  or  attempting^  it,  the  power  of  the  intemperate  is  felt  at  the  ballot-hox, 
at  the  succeeding:  election,  and  the  faithful  officer  is  rewarded  with  a  private 
station.  This  manifestation  of  public  disapprobation  has  prevented  many 
ftiithful  men  from  doing  the  g^ood  they  otherwise  might  hare  done,  and  giT- 
en  countenance  to  vice,  and  encouragement  to  vicious  men.  Again,  the 
formation  of  societies  gives  encouragement  to  individuals  who  wish  to  stop 
the  ciu/om  of  accompanyinof  certain  pieces  of  labor  with  the  use  of  spirits. 
Where  temperance  Societies  exist,  this  labor  will  be  done  without  spirits.  And 
DOW,  Sir,  in  some  of  our  towns,  where  a  few  months  since  a  building  could  not 
be  erected  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  we  can  tell  the  objector  the  diffi- 
culty of  performing  the  work  unless  he  excludes  them,— such  is  the  tone  of  self 
respect  and  moral  sentiment.  Another  objection,  often  presented,  ii,^-that  in 
many  instances  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  beneficial,  and  by  total  abstinence, 
the  benefit  is  lost.  I  deny  the  doctrine  that  any  benefit  is  lost  by  total  absti- 
nence. I  maintain  that  the  whole  doctrine  of  benefit  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  is  a  delusion.  Here  I  might  ask  for  proofs  of  the  benefits.  They  have 
not  been  furnished.  It  has  been  proved,  beyond  all  controversy,  by  the  most 
distinguished  medical  men  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  that  the  temperate 
as  well  as  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  deleterious  and  destructive,  in 
^1  climates  and  in  all  latitudes, — that  disease  fastens  more  readily  upon  those 
who  use  spirits,  than  upon  those  who  do  not ;  and  when  once  fastened,  is  much 
more  fatal  in  its  effects. 

Another  objection  is,  that  by  the  total  abstinence  of  some,  a  reaction  will 
be  produced,  and  others  will  become  more  intemperate. — I  am  at  loss  to  know 
Upon  what  principle  of  action  or  reasoning  this  objection  is  founded.  Our  de- 
sigpn  is  to  keep  men  yVom  all  exciting  influences ;  and  how  temperance  and  so- 
briety, expressed  either  in  words  or  actions,  can  produce  intemperance,  I  have 
yet  to  learn.  The  argument  of  the  objector  seems  to  be,  that  to  make  men 
temperate,  you  must  drink  with  them  ;  to  keep  them  out  of  temptation,  yoa 
must  g^  with  them  into  the  way  of  temptation.  Is  not  example  something  ? 
"Where  is  the  father  who  would  not  place  his  son  with  a  strictly  temperate 
man,  if  he  wished  him  to  be  temperate,  rather  than  with  one  who  was  expos- 
ing himself  continually  to  the  temptations  of  ardent  spirits  ?  Besides,  Sir,  does 
not  the  objection  lie  with  equal  force  against  moral  influence  in'  all  its  bear- 
ing^.<^One  must  not  be  strict  in  his  moral  conduct,  because  if  he  is,  others 
will  be  made  worse. — It  would  seem  that  a  mere  mention  of  the  objection 
would  show  its  futility. 

One  other  objection,  Sir,  and  I  have  done— It  is  said  that  the  making  and 
Tending  of  ardent  spirits  is  a  profitable  traffic ;  therefore  it  must  not  be  dispens- 
ed with.  Mr.  President,  if  it  be  true  that  the  tendency  of  using  spirits  be,  to 
demoralize  and  degrade  the  characters  of  men,  it  would  seem  that  this  alone 
would  be  a  sufficient  reason  to  a  benevolent  mind  why  it  should  be  disused. 

It  is  said  that  those  who  drink  furnish  a  market,  and  that  is  what  we  want. 
Multitudes  of  those  market-creating  men  are  the  objects  of  public  charity. 
The  market  thus  created  tends  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  community,  and 
nothing  is  produced  as  an  equivalent.  If  it  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  market,  that  a  portion  of  the  community  should  be  merely  consumers, 
let  them  be  designated  in  some  other  mode,  than  by  making  them  intemperate 
men.  Colonize  a  portion  of  the  community  if  you  please,  and  let  them  parti- 
cipate in  all  the  blessings  of  indolence  and  ease  ;  but  do  not  place  them  in  the 
way  of  temptation  and  ruin,  and  drive  them  on  to  your  hospitals,  and  jails 
and  penitentiaries,  even  if  it  is  done  by  a  profitable  traffic.  But,  Sir,  this  whole 
system  of  market-making  is  delusory.  Industr}'  and  enterprise  will  always 
teeet with  their  rewards.  The  surplus  products  of  your  lands  will  always 
find  a  market  from  the  industrious  consumer.  By  stopping  the  traffic,  whether 
proJUable  or  not,  you  would  relieve  the  land  from  a  secret  curse,  most  burden- 
some in  its  nature,  and  most  dreadful  in  its  consequences.  This  can  be  done 
by  continued  and  persevering  efforts  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  Appeal  to  the 
reason  and  to  the  moral  and  religious  feelings  of  men,  by  an  exposure  of  the 
/BctBf  and  the  consequences  of  intemperance.    Multiply  temperance  societiet 
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on  CTcry  side.  They  most  have,  they  will  have,  a  powerful  moral  influence. 
They  send  forth,  and  will  continue  to  supply  the  world  with  streams  from  the 
fountain  of  infinite  consolation.  It  needs  not  a  prophet^s  vision  to  see  the 
blessings  and  the  promises  which  they  bear  to  the  needy,  the  miserable,  and 
the  outcasts  of  society. 


On  moiion  by  J,  Kittrtdgt^  ^*H»i  ^^  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
profusor  of  religion  to  exert  aU  hit  influence  to  abolish  the  custom  of  using 
ardent  spirits^  except  for  medicinal  purposes, ^^ 

In  supporting  his  motion^  Mr,  Kiltredge  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mb,.  Presideitt— In  every  enterprise  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind^ the  Christian  public  have  a  part,  and  a  very  important  part,  to  perform ; 
but  more  especially  when  that  enterprise  aims  at  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
wrorld.  In  questions  of  Government,  or  matters  of  mere  temporal  concern,  per- 
haps the  Christian  may  find  an  apolog^y  for  his  neutrality,  as  bein^  eng^a^ed 
in  objects  of  a  higher  and  more  sublime  benevolence.  But  when  vice  is  to  be 
pot  down,  and  virtue  promoted,  he  is  called  upon  by  a  voice  which  he  cannot 
disreg^d,  by  the  voice  of  Relig^ion  and  of  God,  to  take  an  active  and  a  zeal- 
ous part. — There  is  no  excuse  in  this  war.  When  vice  prevails,  he  is  an  en- 
listed soldier,  and  should  ever  be  found  in  armour.  His  sword  should  b^  al- 
ways drawn  and  ready  for  the  conflict — Here  silence  is  crime  ;  and  inactivity 
is  treason — The  only  inquiry  he  has  to  make  is,  is  the  enemy  in  the  field  ?  and 
that  inquiry  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  has  nothings  more  to  do  but  to  act 
He  has  no  question  of  duty  to  settle,  for  that  is  already  settled  ;  and  wbenev-* 
er  a  plan  is  devised  for  good,  the  Christian  should  always  be  relied  upon  at 
an  active  and  efficient  co-operator.  To  do  good,  is,  and  should  be,  his  employ- 
ment— the  business  of  his  life.  His  Master^s  example  is  before  him,  and  he  ii 
called  upon  to  imitate  it^  and  just  so  far  as  he  does  this,  he  is  entitled  to  the 
character  which  he  assumes,  and  the  name  by  which  he  is  known  ;  just  so  far 
as  he  fails  to  do  this,  he  forfeits  the  Christian  character,  and  disgraces  the 
Christian  name. 

fs  Intemperance  a  vice  ?  and  does  it  prevail  P  and  are  the  Christian  public 
indifferent  spectators  of  the  desolations  of  this  fell  destroyer  f  Can  they  view, 
with  apathy,  its  ravages  and  be  guiltless  ?  Are  they  not  called  upon  by  the 
principles  of  that  benevolent  and  heavenly  religion  which  they  profess,  to  act 
as  a  body  on  this  all-important  subject  ?  Sir,  Intemperance  aims  a  deadly 
blow  at  every  thing  fhey  hold  dear.  It  eradicates  from  the  human  heart 
every  feeling,  and  every  principle  which  religion  inspires  ;  and  it  poisons  the 
very  soil  in  which  it  grows.  Where  this  vice  is  found,  humanity  weeps,  virtue 
disappears,  and  religion  dies  away. 

Bat  how  can  it  be  destroyed  ?  I  answer,  in  no  way,  but  by  starvation. 
It  is  a  monster  which  you  cannot  kill,  as  long  as  you  feed  it.  All  the  weapons 
on  earth  fall  harmless  at  its  feet,  as  long  as  you  give  it  food.  Tou  may  as  well 
arrest  the  lightning  in  its  course,  as  stop  that  mighty  stream  of  intemperance 
which  at  this  moment  flows  over  this  land,  as  long  as  you  supply  the  springs 
from  which  it  issues.  There  is  nothing  but  a  drought,  an  universal  and  ever^ 
lasting  drought  of  spirituous  liquors,  that  can  dry  it  up.  Tou  may  rest  assured 
that  it  will  prevail,  till  there  is  throughout  the  country  a  famine  of  ardent  spir- 
its. All  other  ways  have  been  tried  in  vain.  This  and  this  alone  promises 
soccess.  If  any  man  can  devise  any  other  plan  for  its  extermination,  I  am 
willioit  to  hear  him ;  but  no  man  ever  did,  and  I  believe  no  man  ever  can* 
And,  Sir,  1  believe  that  every  one  who  supplies  the  fountain  is  a  partaker  i(>fr ' 
giult ;  and  that  every  distiller  and  vender  and  purchaser  of  axd^al  ~  "^^ 
aicoessarj  to  the  crime  of  drnnkeimess. — It  is  an  unhallowed  tnAc^i 
the  traftc  in  huanm  blood  should  receive  the  unqualified  wptfSti^* 
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Christian  world.  It  if  their  daty,  and  a  doty  which  they  cannot  safely  neglect, 
to  enter,  with  efficiency,  into  the  principles  of  this  Society,  and  thereby  lend 
their  aid  to  remove  the  cause  of  that  tremendous  evil  which  they  all  pretend 
to  deploi^. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  do  not.     A  larg^e  proportion  of  the  Christian  com- 
munity are  at  this  moment  engrag^ed  in  the  spread  of  intemperance.     They  are 
either  supplying  the  poison  that  nourishes  it,  or  by  their  example  encoorag- 
in«^  its  use.     The  plan  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance,  in  which  you.  Sir, 
are  engag^ed,  has  not  received  from  them  that  cordial  and  efficient  cooperation, 
to  which  it  is  entitled.    Many  of  them  act  as  if  they  had  no  duty  to  perform. 
Many  of  them  are  found  to  be  the  bold  and  fearless  advocates  of  airdent  spirits, 
and  they  manifest  a  zeal  on  this  subject  which  they  do  on  no  other.     Religion 
itself  has  never  called  forth  half  the  exertions,  which  they  have  made  to  keep 
up  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  thereby  to  insure  the  spread  of  intemperance. 
In  years  gone  by,  this  has  been  done  ignorantly.     Till  within  a  short  period  an 
Egyptian  darkness  has  prevailed  upon  this  subject,  and  all  have  been  guilty 
without  knowing  it.     For  the  time  past  all  need  a  decree  of  amnesty,  and  the 
past  opinions  and  practices  of  the  Christian  world  should  be  repented  of  and 
forgotten.     But,  Sir,  this  excuse  no  lone^r  exists.     A  light  has  beamed  upon 
the  world,  and  the  sun  of  temperance  is  now  shining  with  full  effulgence.     In 
its  rays  the  horrors  of  intemperance  are  clearly  and  distinctly  seen,  and  a  rem- 
edy for  them  is  revealed.    Awfully  dark  must  be  the  moral  vision  of  that  man, 
whose  eyes  cannot  see  this  light ;  and  awfully  perverse  that  heart  that  does 
not  rejoice  in  it.    There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  of  the  part  which  the  Chris- 
tian should  act.     He  is  imperiously  called  upon  by  the  principles  of  his  relig- 
ion, to  abandon  all  connexion,  of  whatever  kind,  with  the  intoxicating  cap.  Ev- 
ery glass  he  drinks  is  a  warrant  for  his  neighbour  to  do  the  like  ;  and  intemper- 
ance is  sure  to  follow  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. — There  is  nothing  on  earth  that 
can  prevent  it,  and  as  long  as  human  nature  remains  the  same,  this  will  contin- 
ue to  be  the  case.     No  man  can  therefore  encourage  that  use  ;  no  man  can  ad- 
minister the  poison,  without   being  responsible  for  the  consequences.      The 
trader  knows  that  every  barrel  he  purchases  will  spread  sorrow  and  grief 
where  ever  it  is  carried.     There  is  a  moral  certainty,  that  evesy  gallon  that  is 
carried  into  the  country,  will  help  keep  alive  that  baneful  disease,  which  rages 
with  a  fury  that  knows  no  restraint,  and  with  a  force  that  cannot  be  resisted. 
Every  man  therefore  who  carries  it  into  the  country  is  directly  concerned  in 
producing  that  mass  of  pauperism,  disease,  and  crime,  which  result  from  in- 
temperance.    He  supplies  the  fuel  that  keeps  alive  the  flame,  and  he  is  the 
incendiary  who  spreads  that  liquid  fire  which  involves  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  domestic  circle,  the  promise  of  youth,  and  the  hopes  of  old  age,  in 
one  general  ruin. 

Sir,  the  vending  of  ardent  spirits  cannot  be  carried  on  without  guilt. 
Every  grog-shop  exhibits  scenes  that  religion  cannot  witness  without  horror. 
Here  every  evil  passion  is  fed  !  here  every  base  propensity  is  nourished  !  Here 
is  kept  the  food  of  drunkenness,  and  hither  resort  all  those  miserable  victims 
of  the  disease  who  would  rather  die  of  it  than  be  cured  !  Here  is  found  the 
poison  that  vitiates  the  taste  of  the  temperate,  and  prepares  them  to  supply  the 
places  of  those  who  die  of  this  plaj-ue  !  Here  the  temperate  drink,  and  here 
the  temperate  learn  to  be  drunkards.  Sir,  all  the  drunkards  in  the  country  ar« 
brought  up  at  these  stores.  They  are  the  schools  of  intemperance ;  and  as  long 
at  they  continue  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  they  will  continue  to  be  the  poi- 
son of  the  land.  As  long  as  they  furnish  the  supply  of  ardent  spirits  called 
Ibr,  they  will  continue  to  send  forth  through  the  towns  in  which  they  are  found, 
a  pestilence,  laying  waste  every  noble,  and  manly  feeling  of  the  human 
heart,  and  every  lovely  trait  in  the  human  character.  Is  not  this  so  ?  Where 
were  the  drunkards  of  our  villages  formed,  but  at  at  those  places  where  ardent 
spirits  are  sold  ?  Where  is  the  origin  of  all  that  poverty  and  crime  which  are 
traced  to  intemperance,  bat  at  these  Aceldamas  of  human  blood .'  Where  can 
the  wife  and  the  mother  find  the  cause  of  that  fountain  of  tears  which  they 
Art  ctmitntiaed  to  shed,  bat  at  these  fountains  of  Ardent  SpirtU?    And  can 
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tbe  Cbrittiaa  carrj  on  this  traffic  ?  Can  he  luppl j  the  lara  which  icorchet 
the  land^  and  be  innocent  ?  Does  he  find  nothing  in  that  benig^n  religion  which 
he  professei,  to  forbid  it  ?  Can  he  be  tbe  agent  of  intemperance,  the  commit- 
tary  of  the  drankard,  and  feel  no  remorse  ?  Sir,  I  know  the  vender  tells  joo 
he  if  not  answerable  for  the  consequences— that  he  frowns  on  intemperance, 
and  withholds  the  cup  from  the  drunkard.  But  this  is  not  so.  Does  not  tbe 
render  know  the  effects  of  ardent  spirits  ?  Does  he  not  know  the  consequen* 
ces  which  they  will  assuredly  produce  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  of  those  who 
drink  many  will  be  drunken  ?  And  can  he  supply  the  cause  and  detach  him* 
self  from  the  effect  f  Can  he  hurl  firebrands  through  your  city,  and  witness 
the  conflagration,  and  claim  exemption  from  blame  ?  Can  he  spread  the  conta- 
gion among  your  families  ;  and  when  he  hears  the  dying  groan  and  sees  the 
funeral,  tell  you  that  he  is  innocent  ?  Yet  the  Tender  of  ardent  spirits  does  all 
this.  He  spreads  the  intoxicating  cause.;  he  sees  the  drunken  effect ;  he  hears 
the  drunken  curse  i  he  witnesses  the  drunken  revel ;  he  is  surrounded  with  it ; 
he  it  producing  it ;  and  yet  tells  yon  that  he  is  innocent !  Wonderful  fotuity. 
But,  Sir,  he  knows  the  responsibility  is  so  great  that  he  shrinks  from  acknowl* 
edging  it.  He  sees  the  guilt  and  the  wo,  imd  shudders  at  the  thought  of  being 
Its  cause.  And  well  he  may ;  but  he  cannot  escape.  As  long  as  be  furnishes 
the  means  of  drunkenness  to  others,  he  is  a  partaker  of  the  crime.  And, 
Sir,  he  should  be  so  held  in  public  opinion.  He  should  be  held  directly 
retpcmsible  for  the  consequences  of  his  acts,  and  the  same  odium  which 
attaches  to  the  principal  should  attach  to  all  accessaries.  But,  Sir,  he 
tells  yon  he  frowns  on  intemperance.  So  perhaps  he  does.  After  produc- 
ing it,  he  frowns  on  the  wretch  that  he  has  made  drunken,  and  abhors 
his  own  offspring. — But  every  retailer  should  remember  that  the  drunkards 
with  whom  he  is  surrounded  are  his  own  children  and  apprentices,  and  that  they 
afford  a  living  exhibition  of  the  character  of  his  own  deeds.  When  he  looks 
apon  them,  ragged,  filthy  and  debased—- when  he  hears  the  noon  day  curse 
and  the  midnight  broil,  be  should  say,  here  is  my  work ;  this  is  what  I  have 
done.  It  is  my  trade  to  make  such  men.  I  have  spent  my  life  in  it.  And  if 
he  is  a  christian,  and  duly  appreciates  his  guilt,  be  will  raise  his  hands  to 
Heaven,  and  before  God  declare  that  he  will  make  no  more  such. 

But,  Sir,  the  vender  tells  you  again  that  he  withholds  the  cap  from  the 
dmnkard.  So  perhaps  he  may.  He  will  furnish  the  cup  till  the  wretch  is 
made  drunken,  and  then  refuse  him  till  he  is  sober  again.  But,  Sir,  this  is  too 
late ;  this  refusal  comes  when  it  can  do  little  or  no  good.  The  crime  is  alrea- 
dy perpetrated.  The  guilt  is  already  incurred,  and  in  vain  does  the  vender  at* 
temfyt  to  escape.  But  it  is  not  true,  that  he  withholds  the«cup  from  the  dron- 
Inrd.  Every  retailer  does  sell  to  the  drunkard,  and  however  well  meaning 
he  may  be,  he  cannot  carry  on  this  trade  without  contributing  to  the  support 
of  hitcB^erance.  And,  Sir,  this  traffic  should  be  abandoned  by  the  christian 
pnblic.  Conscience  should  be  allowed  a  triumph  over  interest  and  cnilom, 
and  the  merchandize  of  spirits  should  be  classed  with  the  merchandise  of  bTood. 
No  christian  should  contaminate  his  hands  and  his  soul  with  this  most  destruc- 
tive and  demoralizing  commerce.  And,  Sir,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  many  mer- 
chants have  lately  viewed  this  as  they  ought,  and  forsaken  the  trade,  as  being 
a  corse  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  patriotism  and  Christianity.  They  have 
givMi  a  noble  example  of  the  triumph  of  principle,  and  one  that  deserves  the 
wiivenal  approbation  of  the  christian  public. 

But  the  retailer  is  not  alone.  He  is  but  a  subaltern  in  that  mighty  aroiy 
of  the  agents  of  Intemperance  which  is  scattered  through  the  land.  He  is 
the  immediate  instrument  of  the  ruin  which  spirituous  liquors  occasion,  but 
th«  wlM^NMale  dealer,  although  one  grade  above  him,  is  equally  a  partaker  of 
the  gnilt.  He  sopplies  the  numerous  streams  which  issue  through  the  land, 
laying  waste  every  thing  in  their  course.  Sir,  could  the  vender  Iwn  the  his- 
tory of  a  sinrle  hogshead  of  this  liquid  ;  could  every  drop  return  tohimi  aad 
give  a  laithtal  account  of  the  effects  it  had  prodnoed,  he  weaki  shodta: 
narration.  Could  he  collect  before  him  and  be  anabiad  to  taa^  ti!ha 
dlMtasa  aad  death,  tb0  powaijr  and  distreit,  to  €Ottiit  tba  tma  vnliul 
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groanf  which  every  cask  of  spirits  occasions^  he  woald  revolt  with  horror  from 
the  trade.  But,  Sir,  he  may  conceive  it.  Let  him  learn  the  history  of  intem- 
perance, and  then  let  him  reflect  that  he  is  constantly  en^^d  in  spreadin|^  its 
horrors^that  he  is  supplying*  from  day  to  day  the  liquid  fire  that  is  scattered 
hy  an  army  of  retailers  tbrou^  the  land,  scorching^  and  destroying  every  thing 
within  its  reach,  and  he  will  be  constrained  to  pronounce  it  an  unchristian  oc- 
cupation. And  let  the  distiller  remember  that  he  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
stream,  and  lets  loose  the  flood  gates  to  deluge  and  destroy  ;  that  his  occupa- 
tion is  to  poison  the  land,  and  that  the  more  he  does,  the  more  wretched  is  the 
world,  and  he  will  not  find  one  single  consolation  to  cheer  and  support  him. 
Sir,  if  all  the  distilleries  were  forever  closed,  and  this  business  were  to  cease, 
the  intemperance  of  the  land  would  be  at  an  end.  And  who  would  not  re- 
joice to  see  that  day  ?  What  benevolent,  what  christian  heart  would  not  ex- 
ult ?  And  shall  it  not  be  done  ?  Let  public  sentiment  be  arrayed  against  it ; 
let  the  traffic  be  reprobated  by  the  christian  world,  and  in  a  short  time,  it  will 
assume  its  proper  character.  None  will  engage  in  it  but  the  vile  and  aban- 
doned. No  man  would  furnish  his  fellow  with  the  means  of  drunkenness 
but  such  as  would  steal  or  rob.  And  this  is  its  true  character.  Public  opinion 
has  hitherto  rendered  it  a  respectable  employment.— -But  public  opinion  must 
be  changed,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  is  changing,  and  that  the  future  prospects  of 
this  Society  promise  a  glorious  triumph  over  the  monster  Intemperance. 

But  it  is  not  intemperance  alone,  that  should  be  condemned.  All  agency 
whatever  in  the  procuring  and  use  of  ardetft  spirits  should  be  laid  under  the  ban 
of  public  sentiment.  What  has  been  done  should  be  forgiven ;  but  for  the  fu- 
ture ardent  spirits  should  receive  no  quarter  in  any  shape  from  the  christian 
community.  They  should  be  laid  under  a  curse  as  they  issue  from  the  distil- 
lery ;  they  should  be  cursed  in  their  transportation  ;  they  should  be  cursed  in 
the  store,  in  the  house,  and  in  the  field  ;  and  wherever  found  they  should  be 
marked  as  the  thing  accursed  of  God  and  man.  This  land,  that  has  so  lon«^ 
been  defiled  with  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  should  undergo  a  general  lustration, 
and  be  purified  from  the  plag-ue.  It  will  take  years  to  wash  away  the  stain 
and  restore  it  to  its  original  purity.  But,  Sir,  it  can  be  done,  and  I  believe  it 
will  be  done.  It  is  at  this  moment  in  the  power  of  the  temperate  part  of  the 
community  to  put  an  end  to  the  intemperance  of  the  day.  Within  one  year 
this  may  be  accomplished;  and  is  it  not  desirable  that  it  should  be ?  Would 
any  one  refuse  to  lend  his  aid  in  this  sacred  cause  ?  From  this  moment  let  ev- 
ery temperate  man  abandon  the  distilling,  sale,  and  use  of  spirits,  and  intempe- 
rance will  cease.  Let  the  temperate  but  forsake  the  use  of  such  liquors,  and 
the  trade  will  be  discontinued.  It  is  the  temperate  that  support  the  intempe- 
rance of  the  land,  and  on  them  rests  the  responsibility  of  this  cause.  It  is  the 
countenance  which  they  give  to  the  trader  that  upholds  him  in  respectabilitv, 
and  enables  him  to  sell  to  the  drunkard.  It  is  the  temperate  that  supply  the 
intemperate.  Let  them  therefore  abandon  it,  and  the  trade  ceases.— -No  man 
would  carry  rum  into  the  country  for  the  drunkard  alone.  No  man  would  eU" 
gsige  in  a  trade  that  none  but  drunkards  would  support.  No  man  could  main- 
tain a  business  for  which  they  were  the  only  customers.  It  would  end  in  the 
ruin  of  his  character  and  fortune.  Let  then  the  temperate  cease  buying,  and 
the  intemperate  will  become  reformed  from  necessity. — On  them  therefore  rests 
this  awful  responsibility.  For  them  |it  remains  to  decide  whether  this  land 
shall  continue  to  sufier  all  the  wretchedness  and  woe  which  this  vice  has  caus- 
ed, or  whether  it  shall  be  relieved  from  the  horrors  and  the  guilt  of  intempe- 
rance. For  them  it  remains  to  say  whether  intemperance  shall  end  with  the 
present  generation  of  drunkards,  or  whether  it  shall  survive  to  sweep  away 
their  children  and  their  children's  children,  to  the  end  of  time.  And  will  they 
not  decide  this  question  ?  Will  they  not  save  themselves  and  their  offspring 
from  the  horrors  as  it  were  of  the  second  death  ?  Let  this  age  be  distinguish- 
ed as  the  age  of  a  reformation  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  we  shall  have 
acquired,  for  our  children,  a  triumph  as  important  and  glorious  as  was  the  tri- 
umph of  our  fathers  in  their  strug;gle  for  independence. 

But,  Sir,  public  sentiment  is  not  changed  in  a  moment.    The  interets,  h^*- 
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bits  and  pleasnret  of  a  large  part  of  the  commnnitj  are  concerned  in  the 
continaance  of  the  nse  of  strong;  drink.  It  is  a  reformation  too  important  to 
be  accomplished  without  labour.  The  discontinuance  of  the  slave  trade  was 
a  work  of  time  ;  and  the  reformation  which  we  seek  must  be  a  work  of  time. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  the  community  who  ought  to  be  enlisted  in  this 
holy  work,  and  the  very  profession  which  they  make  should  haye  found  them 
prepared  for  this  sacred  enterprise.  But  from  the  church  arises  one  of  the  moat 
formidable  obstacles  to  the  success  of  this  cause.  In  the  church  are  found  at 
this  moment  some  of  the .  strong  holds  of  opposition.  They  cling  to  their 
bottles  with  all  the  perseTerance  of  martyrs,  and  they  seem  never  to  have 
learned  the  doctrine  of  the  cross.  They  cannot  imagine  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  deny  themselves  a  gratification  for  the  sake  of  accomplishing  the  reformation 
of  the  world. — They  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  very  spirit  of  that  religion 
which  they  profess  to  venerate.  Sir,  I  believe  if  the  Church  were  engaged  as 
a  body  in  this  cause,  the  present  generation  would  live  to  see  its  final  tri- 
umph. But  the  church  sleeps  on  this  subject,  as  if  it  would  never  awake. 
I  know  not  how  far  this  is  true,  but  so  far  as  my  acquaintance  extends,  a  large 
proportion  of  professing  christians  have  lerit  us  but  little  aid,  and  large  numbers 
are  the  decided  and  open  advocates  of  ardent  spirits.  They  seem  willing  to 
entail  upon  their  children  all  the  evils  of  intemperance,  for  the  gratification 
which  spirituous  liquors  afford  them.  But  they  must  awake  and  come  for- 
ward as  a  body,  and  lend  the  power  of  religion  to  arrest  the  progress  of  this 
mighty  evil. 

We  need  Luthers  to  accomplish  this,  and  God  will  give  us  Luthers  in  this 
cause.  He  will,— he  has  raised  up  men  who  will  preach  temperance  and  absti- 
nence too ;  ^^  though  devils  are  combined  against  them,  thick  as  the  tiles  on 
the  houses.'^  Does  the  christian  pray  for  the  spread  of  his  religion,  and  is  he 
sit  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  spread  of  intemperance  ?  Does  he  pray  for 
the  reformation  of  the  world,  and  while  his  prayers  are  ascending  to  Heaven 
is  he  spreading  the  plague,  that  poisons  the  heart  and  renders  mankind  inca- 
pable of  reformation  ?  Is  he  supporting  the  missionary  in  foreign  lands,  from 
funds  which  he  has  collected  as  the  wages  of  drunkenness, — and  does  he  be- 
lieve the  Ood  of  Heaven  will  smile  on  the  labours  of  him  who  is  supported  by 
food  taken  from  the  months  of  the  children  of  the  intemperate,  for  the  drink 
that  destroys  them  ?  While  he  is  attempting  to  teach  the  Heathen  the  way 
to  Heaven,  is  he  binding  his  own  countrymen  in  chains  strong  as  the'^ands  of 
death,  and  leading  them  in  the  road  to  hell  ?  Is  he  training  them  to  practices 
and  habits  which  will  as  surely  bar  them  from  the  realms  of  bliss  as  though 
no  redemption  had  been  provided  for  them  ? 

Sir,  1  venerate  the  Christianas  character,  and  whenever  I  find  him  acting  in 
consistency  with  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  I  do  indeed  regard  him  as  the 
salt  of  the  earth.  But  I  fear  on  this  subject  there  is  an  awful  inconsistency  in 
the  conduct  of  Some.  I  believe  all  connexion  with  spirituous  liquors  in  the 
present  state  of  society  to  be  sinful.  Since  the  way  and  the  only  way,  to 
banish  intemperance  from  the  earth  has  been  pointed  out,  it  is  the  christian's 
doty  to  adopt  that  course,  whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice,  and  to  disclaim  all 
connexion  between  rum  and  religion. 

Sir,  they  cannot  agree.  Every  feeling  that  the  former  inspires  is  hostile  to 
the  latter;  and  if  there  be  any  thing  on  earth  that  can  eradicate  piety  from  the 
heart,  it  is  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  Its  inspiration  is  unholy  and  impure  ;  and 
I  call  npon  the  christian  to  abstain,  not  only  for  his  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake 
of  the  world,  for  the  sake  of  the  exampll,  as  the  means  and  the  only  means  of 
effecting  a  reformation  of  mankind  from  intemperance.  I  believe  the  time  is 
coming  when  not  only  the  drunkard  but  the  drinker  will  be  excluded  from  the 
chnrch  of  onr  God — when  the  gambler,  the  slave  dealer  and  the  rum  dealer, 
will  be  classed  together.  And  I  care  not  how  soon  that  time  arrives.  I  would 
pray  for  it  as  devoutly  as  for  the  millennium.  And  when  it  comes,  as  come  it 
will,  it  should  be  celebrated  by  the  united  band  of  Philanthropists,  Patriots, 
and  Christians  throughout  the  world,  as  a  p^reat  and  most  glorious  Jubilee.      ^^| 
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On  motion  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  O,  J^orton^^^^^  Resolved^  Thai  the  nueess 
^hich  has  followed  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  Temperaneey  and  the  appToba" 
iion  bestowed  on  the  measures  of  this  Society  by  wise  and  benef>oUni  m^n  in 
every  part  of  the  country^  caU  for  the  adoption  of  a  more  extended  system  of 
operations^  than  has  hitherto  been  pursued.^^ 

In  supporting  his  motion^  Mr.  Morton  spoke  as  follows : 

Accustomed  in  common  with  otben  to  plead  the  cause  of  te»pcrance  on 
the  hills  and  in  the  Tallies  of  Vermont^  I  thoag^ht  the  field  larg^e  enooi^h  for  our 
utmost  efforts.  For  whatever  our  desires  mig^ht  be,  we  could  not  do  much  be- 
yond the  circle  of  parochial  labour.  Thus  situated  and  employed,  I  did  nol 
expect  to  have  been  called  in  Providence  to  plead  the  same  cause  in  this  city. 
But,  Sir,  I  consider  it  no  small  honour  to  be  numbered  among^  the  temperate  of 
our  land,  and  1  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  now  afforded  of  uniting  my  feeble  ef- 
forts, with  others,  in  the  support  of  a  cause  inseparably  connected  with  the 
dearest  interests  of  our  country  and  our  Zion.  The  promotion  of  temperance 
does  not  ^i  first  sight  seem  so  directly  a  religious  undertakings  as  some  others. 
If  in  the  progress  of  our  work  we  do  not  aim  directly  at  the  spirRaal  renora- 
tion  of  the  sinner,  still  we  do  endeavour  to  prevent  his  ruin,  and  to  place  him 
in  a  situation  where  other  efforts  of  christian  charity  may  meet  him  with  fair 
prospects  of  success.  If  the  thorns  and  briers  of  worldly  care  hi  many  in- 
stances choke  the  word,  so  that  it  becometh  unfruitful,  much  more  is  this  re- 
sult to  be  expected  in  that  intellectual  and  moral  field,  which  is  daily  heated 
and  scorched  with  liquid  fire. 

Indeed  it  is  amongp  the  temperate,  exclusively,  that  Divine  truth  finds  a  wil- 
ling reception.  If  then  in  our  work  of  reformation  we  do  not  directly  sow  the 
good  seed  of  eternal  life,  we  are  doing  a  work  equally  indispensable,  preparing 
the  soil  for  its  reception,  gathering  out  the  stones,  breaking  up  the  ground. 

Suppose,  Sir,  that  all  special  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  shoold 
now  cease,  that  philanthropists  and  christians  should  fold  their  arms  to  sleep  ; 
that  with  the  exception  of  here  and  there  a  solitary  warning  from  the  pulpit, 
all  things  should  continue  as  they  were  ;  that  the  respectable  and  the  pieua 
should  drink  temperately^  till  one  and  another  of  their  number  were  overcome 
and  ruined ;  and  that  the  lower  classes  should  wax  worse  and  worse,  glorying 
in  their  shame  ;  what,  think  you  would  become  of  our  g^at  benevolent  insti- 
tutions ?  The  temperate  would  ere  long  become  a  feeble  and  dejected  minor- 
ity. Who  then  would  come  up  to  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  world  ?  Sure- 
ly not  the  intemperate,  not  the  lovers  of  strong  drink.  Few  among  them 
would  have  the  ability,  and  none  the  disposition.  In  proportion  as  men  be- 
come fond  of  intoxicating  liquors,  a  chilling,  deadly  apathy  or  bitter  dislike 
prevails,  in  relation  to  all  benevolent  efforts.  With  no  aid  butthein,  Bible  and 
Missionary  Societies,  and  all  kindred  associations  would  languish  and  die. 
Such  men  do  not  and  will  not  give  their  money  to  send  the  Bible  through  the 
world,  and  the  heralds  of  the  cross  to  every  nation ;  they  will  not  assist  in 
training  up  young  men  to  minister  at  the  altar,  nor  in  sending  tracts,  those 
silent  preachers  of  righteousness,  to  th^  destitute  and  the  perishing.  They  will 
not  aid  in  propagating  a  religion  which  condemns  them,  which  requires  nni- 
versal  sobriety  and  self  denial.  The  g^nd  enemy  of  truth  and  righteonsneta 
will  not  thus  commence  hostilities  ag^nst  himself. 

I^  after  the  novelty  of  the  enterprise  shall  have  passed  away,  the  friends  of 
temperance  should  become  listless  in  their  work,  and  intemperance  should  in- 
crease as  in  former  years ;  if  inns  are  to  be  a  place  of  rendevous  for  vicioas 
townsmen  and  idle  villagers  ;  if  distilleries  are  to  rite  up  in  every  comer  of  the 
Ismdf  iad  tdl  the  tarplas  gram  and  fruit  are  to  be  converted  into  liquid  fire, 
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then  without  a  prophet^s  inspiration,  we  maj  safely  predict  that  all  our  bener- 
oleot  Institutions  will  die.  Then,  not  only  will  the  heathen  perish,  bat  a 
long^  starless  ni^ht  of  infidelity  and  barbarism  will  settle  down  upon  the  land. 
Intemperance  squanders  away  by  thousands  and  millions,  that  property,  and 
destroys  utterly  that  vig^our  of  mind  and  friendly  feelings,  which  are  necessary 
to  carry  forward  the  gpreat  enterprises  of  relig^ion.  The  promotion  of  temper- 
ance then  is  infinitely  important,  and  indispensable  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  those  great  designs  of  benevolence,  which  are  the  g;lory  of  the  present 
age. 

As  benevolent  Institutions,  whose  object  is  to  pour  the  light  of  heaven  upon 
the  dark  comers  of  the  earth,  cannot  be  long  sustained,  unless  vigorous  effortt- 
be  made  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  so  neither  can  the  gospel  be  support- 
ed at  home.  We  have  no  religious  establishment,  sitting  in 'the  sunshine  of 
government  favour,  and  drawing  its  revenues  from  the  treasury  of  the  state. 
The  gospel,  if  supported  at  all,  must  be  supported  by  the  serious  and  friendly 
feelings  of  individuals.  The  lovers  of  strong  drink  lose  their  attachment  to 
the  institutions  of  the  gospel ;  and  generally  forsake  the  house  of  God.  Num- 
bers of  this  description  become  too  poor  to  support,  and  too  abandoned  to  hear 
the  Gospel.  Look  abroad  over  the  waste  places,  the  moral  desolations  of  oar 
country.  What  exiled  the  Gospel  from  among  them  ?  In  some  cases,  hetety^- 
but  in  a  far  greater  number,  the  love  of  strong  drink.  Survey  these  places, 
-and  what  do  yoo  see  ?  The  triumphs,  and  ravages,  the  horrors  and  woes  of 
intemperance.  You  find  no  Sabbath,  you  hear  no  sound  of  *^  the  church  going 
bell  \*^  you  see  no  joyful  company  going  up  to  Zion  to  keep  holy  day.  Order 
and  peace  and  virtue  are  exiled,  and  domestic  felicity  is  sacrificed  at  the 
shrine  of  beastly  indulgence. — The  cause  of  temperance  must  be  vigorously 
aided  and  sustained  ;  otherwise,  not  a  few  of  our  religious  Societies  will  ere 
long  become  barren  wastes. 

Not  only  is  intemperance  ruinous  to  the  general  interests  of  religion  abroad 
and  at  home,  but  it  sends  a  moral  pestilence  over  the  mind  and  the  heart. 
Contemplate  a  single  case.  1  ask  you  not  to  look  at  the  poor  creature,  who 
has  made  utter  shipwreck  of  character  and  conscience  ;  but  take  a  moderate 
drinker,  and  let  him  belong  to  a  christian  church.  And  what  reliance  can  you 
place  apon  him  for  building  up  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  ?  Either  bit 
religion,  such  as  it  is,  is  cold  and  torpid ;  or  else  it  is  loquacious,  fitful  and  fiery; 
and  in  either  case  he  is  a  moral  gangrene  upon  the  body  to  which  he  belongs. 
Besides,  he  is  keeping  in  countenance  all  the  drunkards  around  him. 

The  drinking  of  ardent  spirits,  even  moderately^  produces  the  same  disas- 
tnmt  consequences  within  and  without  the  church.  It  renders  the  mind  cal- 
lous to  the  influence  of  sacred  truth.  Every  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel  has 
found  moderate  drinking  to  be  one  of  the  most  deadly  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
his  success.  Besides,  the  habitual  drinkers  of  ardent  spirits,  above  all  men 
under  heaven,  are  most  liable  to  be  deceived  in  the  great  concerns  of  salva- 
tion. 

Whatever  view  we  may  take  of  the  subject,  it  must  appear  evident,  as  the 
-light  of  a  cloudless  sun,  that  vigorous  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  temperance 
are  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  religion. 

Now,  Sir,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  and  this  Society,  that  the  work  of 
reformation  is  most  auspiciously  begun.  Would  time  permit  I  might  state 
many  interesting  facts  which  have  occurred  in  the  state  to  which  I  belong  ; 
bat  I  will  content  myself  with  mentioning  only  one. 

In  a  town  in  Vermont  the  military  companies,  at  their  training  in  June  last, 
voted  unanimoutly  to  dispense  with  ardent  spirits.  Heaven  smiled  upon  this 
novel  bat  blessed  enterprise, — a  revival  of  religion  commenced  that  very  day, 
—they  had  a  prayer  meeting  at  noon  and  another  at  4  o^clock.  The  good 
work  thas  begun,  resulted  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  about  100  souls. 
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[The  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  feel  that  they  cannot  better  lerTO  the  inter- 
ettt  of  the  cante  which  they  are  aiming  to  promote,  or  eontribate  more,  in  any  way,  to  enlight- 
en the  public  mind  in  regard  to  theinbject  of  niing  ardent  spiriu,  than  by  pobliahing  the  fol- 
lowing addreai.    It  was  written  by  Profeaior  Reeben  D.  Mvney,  M.  D.  of  the  Medical  Innite- 
tion  In  Dartmouth  College,  New  Hampshire,  and  was  deliTored  by  him  before  the  Medical  Soci- 
ety of  New  Hampshire,  in  Jane  1837,  of  which  Society  Dr.  Mussey  was  then  President.  It  made 
a  deep  impression,  when  it  was  delirered,  on  all  who  heard  it ;  and  repeated  soliciutioas  were 
made  for  its  publication,  immediately,  and  afterwards.    Various  causes,  however,  have  pro- 
tracted the  tim4of  publishing  it,  which  need  not  be  here  stated.     It  is  gratifying  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  we  trust  it  will  be  grateful  to  the  public,  that  the  reluctance  of  tiie  writer  has  at 
last  been  overcome,  and  that  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  publish  to  the  world,  the  result  of  bis 
thorough  and  accurate  investigation  of  the  nature  and  effects  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Among 
the  many  commendable,  and  the  several  excellent  publications  of  this  nature,  which  have  al- 
ready issued  from  the  press,  we  have  seen  none  which  give  evidence  of  so  radical  an  investigtr 
tion  of  the  true  nature  and  effects  of  ardent  spirits  as  the  Address  of  Dr.  Musae^  ;  oer  aay 
which  have  more  briefly,  energetically,  and  eloquently  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  our  country, 
on  this  great  subject.    Nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  the  whole  oomM  directly  from  the 
understanding  and  the  heart.    It  is  no  flctitious  drapery  with  which  the  snbjeet  is  invested. 
The  eminent  medical  and  scientifical  knowledge  of  the  author,  gives  to  the  whole  composition 
a  kind  of  authentic  shape,  which  we  cannot  but  deem  to  be  very  important.    The  facta  which 
he  states,  are  incapable  ef  being  credibly  contradicted  ;  and  the  deep  heart-felt  objeetioBs 
which  he  makes  against  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  no  sober  man  can  refuse  t4>  con- 
sider as  worthy  of  his  most  serious  attention.    We  repeat  it,  that  we  know  not  bow  we 
could  perform  .a  more  acceptable  service  to  all  who  favour  the  cause  of  temperance,  than  te 
afford  them  the  means  of  perusing  the  Address  in  question,  as  extensively  at  our  Report  may 
be  circulated.] 

An  Addrtsi  on  Ardent  Spirit^  read  before  the  Kevo  Hampthirt  Medical  Society^ 
at  their  Annual  Meeting^  June^  5,  1827.  By  R.  D,  Mutseyy  m.  d.,  at  that 
time  Pretident  of  the  Society,  and  Profeaor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery^  in 
Dartmouth  College, 

More  than  uine  hundred  years  ago,  an  Arabian  Chemist  discorered  bj  dia- 
Ullation,  a  pungent  and  warming  liquor,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Al- 
kohol,  and  which  we  call  ardent  spirit.  This,  a  modem  writer  asserts,  is  the 
aqua  divina,  or  water  of  the  Elysian  fields,  invented  by  Democritus,  and  he 
maintains  that  the  term  alkohol  has  nearly  the  same  import  with  golden  hquofy 
applied  by  some  of  his  countrymen  to  the  precious  invention  of  the  Greek 
philosopher.  This  liquor  was  brought  into  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  Moorish 
conquest,  soon  came  into  general  favour,  and  now  exerts  an  important  influence 
over  a  great  part  of  the  civilised  world. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  following  remarks  to  examine  the  claims  of  this  arti- 
cle to  the  extensive  patronage  and  confidence  it  has  acquired. 

When  taken  in  small  quantity  into  the  stomach,  it  difi'uses  its  influence 
over  the  whole  body  ;  a  fresh  impulse  is  given  to  the  living  powers,  the  coun- 
tenance lights  up  with  pleasure,  and  the  mind  acts  with  new  interest  and  vi- 
vacity. 

Under  the  influence  of  a  larger  dose  of  the  exhilarating  fluid,  sensibility 
and  sympathy  unfold  themselves.  Tears  fall,  as  a  pensive  association  crosses 
the  mind,  or  a  tale  of  common  suffering  is  told,  the  benevolent  affections  flow 
out  upon  all  surrounding  objects,  and  Uie  whole  world  is  not  too  large  a  sphere 
for  the  exercise  o(  the  generous  sentiments  which  swell  the  bosom.  The  mind 
disburthened  of  care,  and  disregarding  the  past  and  the  future,  sees  no  imped- 
iment to  the  boldest  and  most  extravagant  enterprises ;  and  rioting  in  the  lux- 
ury of  present  existence,  icarcely  acknowledges  a  superior  in  the  universe. 
Here  the  distinctions  of  society  begin  to  disappear*    The  idle  and  half  starved 
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▼a^raot  is  tnLBsformed  into  a  lord,  and  surroanded  with  pomp  and  plenty  ;  and 
the  miserable  outcast  who  has  tenanted  a  prison  for  bis  crimes,  imag^ines  hiin- 
telf  on  a  throne,  clothed  with  power  sufficient  to  direct  the  destinies  of  a  na- 
tion or  of  the  world. 

The  loTer  of  alkohol  sometimes  resorts  to  poetry  and  son^  in  the  expression 
of  his  ecstasies,  but  as  the  effect  of  the  ethereal  liquor  deepens,  he  singes  or 
•bouts  inarticulate  responses  to  music  or  voices  which  seem  to  come  to  him 
from  a  distance,  but  which  are  occasioned  by  a  violent  beating^  of  the  arteries 
of  bis  own  brain. 

If  the  corporeal  part  of  man,  in  this  happy  condition,  be  inspected,  it  pre- 
sents phenomena  which  correspond  with  those  of  the  mind.  The  whole  face 
b  swollen,  the  forehead  and  temples  patched  with  red  and  wljite,  the  cheeks 
of  a  deep  crimson,  the  nose  tipped  with  ruby,  the  corners  of  the  mouth  drawn 
down,  and  the  under  lip  inclining  to  drop,  the  eyes  blood  shot  and  glassy,  roll 
upwards  under  their  lids,  and  the  body  and  limbs,  no  longer  subjected  to  the 
arbitrary  control  of  the  will,  assume  that  position  which  is  dictated  by  the 
power  of  gravitation  ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  man  declining  farther  intercourse 
with  external  nature,  retires  within  himself,  and  heedless  of  the  material  crea- 
tion around  him,  remains  for  hours,  as  if  in  a  trance.  If  such  be  some  of  the 
effects  of  alkohol,  who  can  wonder  that  it  has  been  called  the  golden  drink, 
or  that  poets  have  chanted  its  praises. 

This,  however,  is  not  all.  It  possesses,  more  than  any  other  invention  of 
man,  the  power  of  transforming  character  ;  but  what  is  worthy  of  particular 
Botice,  is,  that  all  its  good  transformations  are  transitory,  and  nearly  all  its  bad 
ones,  perman^t.  Does  it  give  momentary  strength  to  the  feeble,  its  habitual 
vie  makes  the  strong  man  weak.  Does  it  inspire  the  coward  with  desperationi 
H  can  break  down  the  heart  of  courage,  and  reduce  the  manly  spirit  to  the  im* 
becilif  y  of  childhood.  Does  it  make  the  poor  man  rich  in  imagination,  it 
makes  the  rich  man  poor  in  reality.  If  it  occasionally  excite  a  flood  of  sympa- 
thetic tears,  and  unclench  the  fist  of  avarice,  it  relaxes  benevolent  exertion, 
and  renders  the  mind  habitually  less  sensible  to  the  sufferings  of  others. 

What  permanent  influence  does  it  exert  upon  the  social  affections  and  the 
moral  feelings  ?  Was  it  ever  known  to  increase  conjugal  attachment  and  kind- 
ness, parental  tenderness,  or  filial  love  and  obedience  ?  Has  it  ever  given  a 
spar  to  industry,  in  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the  merchant,  or  professional 
man,  by  urging  upon  him  the  claims  of  a  dependant  family,  or  a  suffering 
friend  ?  Who  was  ever  inspired  by  alkohol  with  lofty  moral  sentiments  ? 
Who  has  felt  its  influences  directing  his  thoughts  reverently  upward  towards 
the  Author  of  his  being,  and  prompting  him  to  sincere  confession  of  departure 
iiroffl  duty,  to  submission  to  his  will,  and  obedience  to  his  commands?  On  the 
contrary,  who  has  not  seen  its  effects  in  poisoning  the  fountains  of  social  and 
moral  feeling,  and  in  transforming  the  affectionate,  kind,  and  hopefully  devout 
man,  into  a  savage  or  a  brute  ? 

Vou  have  seen  a  youth  of  fine  talents  and  promise,  coming  into  life  encir- 
cled with  the  highest  parental  hopes  and  expectations,  and  making  regular 
and  rapid  progress  towaurds  a  sphere  of  usefulness  and  respectability.  You 
have  seen  him  betake  himself  to  the  bottle  ;  soon  the  relish  for  study  or  busi- 
nem  is  lost ;  industry,  ambition,  character,  family  reputation,  virtuous  society, 
are  aU  unmeaning  things ;  the  high  considerations  they  present,  he  regards 
Dot,  but  wanders  about,  the  associate  of  idlers  and  thieves,  the  butt  of  vulgar 
insolence,  and  the  abhorrence  of  his  former  virtuous  and  intellectual  compan- 
ions.    His  parents  weep  for  him  in  secret  places. 

You  have  seen  the  man  of  talents,  industry  and  extensive  usefulness, 
who  in  the  exercise  of  his  vocation,  had  acquired  high  public  confidence, 
thrown  down  by  the  magic  power  of  alkohol,  from  the  pinnacle  of  his  eleva- 
tioo,  to  become  the  object  of  popular  derision  and  abuse.  Was  he  a  physician 
or  a  lawyer,  had  he  sat  in  the  high  seat  of  public  justice,  or  had  his  voice  been 
keard  in  the  conncil  of  the  nation,  or  had  he  borne  the  meata^ea  o(  f^tuoft  \o 
gailtj  men ;  you  have  seen  him^  baiter  the  luxury  of  doing  (Qod^  QC  «o^  t«r 
gardless  of  the  Jaw  and  of  justice,  or  despise  the  inftignia  o{  <sSuG<t  IM  "^rafiiiAA 


44  SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  ; [JaK. 

confidence,  or  voluntarily  tear  off  hit  priestly  vestments,  and  extiiiguish  with 
his  own  hand,  the  flame  of  that  altar,  before  which  he  had  ministered  year  af- 
ter year ;  and  all  this  for  what  ?  for  distilled  spirit :  for  the  privileg^e  of  beings 
the  companion  of  fools  and  drunkards. 

What  is  the  secret  of  this  witchery  which  strong  drink  exerts  over  the  whole 
roan  ?  I  will  try  to  tell  you.  After  bein^  received  into  the  stomach,  it  is  suck- 
ed up  by  absorbent  vessels,  is  carried  into  the  blood,  and  circulates  through 
the  alimentary  organs,  through  the  lungs,  muscles,  and  brain,  and  doubtless 
through  every  organ  of  the  body.  Not  a  blood  vessel  however  minute,  not  a 
thrtiud  of  nerve  in  the  whole  animal  machine  escapes  its  influence.  What 
is  the  nature  of  this  influence?  It  disturbs  the  functions  of  life  ;  it  increates 
for  a  time,  the  action  of  living  organs,  but  lessens  the  power  of  that  action; 
hence  the  deep  depression  and  collapse  which  follow  preternatural  excitement. 
By  habitual  use  it  renders  the  living  fibres  less  and  less  susceptible  to  the 
healthy  operation  of  unstimulating  food  and  drink,  its  exciting  influences  soon 
become  incorporated  with  all  the  living  actions  of  the  body,  and  the  diurnal 
sensations  of  hunger,  thirst,  and  exhaustion,  are  strongly  associated  with  the 
recollection  of  its  exhilarating  effects,  and  thus  bring  along  with  them,  the  re- 
sistless desire  for  its  repetition. 

Is  evidence  required  of  its  being  absorbed,  and  pervading  the  different  or- 
gans of  the  body?  Approach  within  a  few  feet  of  the  rum  or  brandy  drinker, 
and  the  odour  of  his  breath  will  quickly  demonstrate,  that  the  lungs,  loaded 
with  the  foul  liquor,  are  discharging  it  with  all  the  energy  in  their  power. 

When  taken  by  the  nursing  mother,  it  enters  into  the  delicate  food  prepar- 
ed by  nature  for  the  nourishment  and  growth  of  helpless  infancy,  and  in  this 
way,  as  may  most  rationally  be  supposed,  produces  a  relish  for  an  article  nat- 
urally disgusting,  and  lays  thus  early,  in  some  instances,  a  foundation  for  in- 
temperance in  after  life.  What  physician  has  not  known  a  nursing  mother 
give  a  fretful  child  a  good  night^s  sleep,  by  taking,  herself,  a  dose  of  brandy  at 
bed  time  ? 

Other  organs  than  those  destined  for  the  formation  of  milk,  manifest  the 
presence  of  this  article  when  it  is  combined  with  peculiar  odours  ;  those  or- 
gans especially,  which  are  set  as  waste  gates  to  the  system,  soon  show  how  fo- 
reign it  is,  and  ill  adapted  to  the  real  wants  of  the  animal  economy,  by  separa- 
ting it  from  the  blood  and  taking  it  out  of  the  general  circulation  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  brain,  that  most  delicate  and  wonderful  organ,  which  forms  the  mys- 
terious link  between  the  other  forms  of  matter  and  mind,  the  healthy  func- 
tions of  which  are  essential  to  vigorous  intellectual  operation,  is  capable  of 
imbibing  alkohol,  and  having  all  its  actions  suddenly  arrested.  In  point,  is 
the  case  of  the  man  who  was  picked  up  dead  in  London,  soon  after  having 
drank  a  quart  of  gin  upon- a  wager.  He  was  carried  into  the  Westminster  hos- 
pital and  there  dissected.  ^^  In  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  was  found  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  limpid  fluid,  distinctly  impregnated  with  gin,  both  to  the 
sense  of  smell  and  taste,  and  even  to  the  test  of  inflammability.  The  liquid 
appeared,  to  the  senses  of  the  examining  students,  as  strong  as  one  third  gin  to 
two  thirds  water."* 

We  know  that  alkohol,  even  when  diluted,  by  long  contact  after  death, 
hardens  the  brain,  as  well  as  the  other  soft  textures  of  the  body  which  contain 
albumen  ;  and  although  the  vital$  principle  may  enable  the  brain  to  resist  in 
a  great  measure,  and  for  a  long  time,  this  effect  of  alkohol,  when  brought  into 
it  from  the  stomach  by  the  general  circulation,  the  fact,  as  alleged  by  many, 
and  as  I  am  strongly  induced  to  believe  from  the  limited  means  I  have  had  of 
observiosT,  viz.  that  the  brains  of  drunkards  are  literally  harder  at  death,  than 
those  of  the  temperate,  may  be  considered  in  strict  accordance  with  the  effects 
of  intemperance  upon  the  intellectual  functions.  If  this  organ  be  in  any  de- 
gree hardened  by  the  circulation  of  diluted  alkohol  through  its  minute  and 
most  delicately  organised  parts,  it  might  well  be  supposed  to  be  less  suscepti- 

■.--.,  .         if 

*  Cool»  on  JferrouB  0fseaseff,  p.  104.    Boston  Edit.  18S4» 
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ble  of  those  exquisitely  balanced  actions,  which  we  can  hardly  help  belieVing^ 
do  exist  in  the  impressions  made  by  external  objects,  and  in  the  variety  of  com- 
binations of  them,  produced  by  the  more  abstract,  and  retired  operations  of  the 
mind.  That  a  large  proportion  of  tipplers  early  discover  an  unnatural  obtuse- 
nets  of  intellect,  and  that  frequently  a  mind  orig^inally  quick  and  vigorous,  be- 
comes sluggish  and  imbecile,  need  not  be  told  to  an  assembly  of  physicians 
who  have  bad  the  common  opportunities  of  observing  the  effects  of  intempe- 
rance. 

The  stomach  and  liver  of  drunkards  are  generally  found  to  be  disordered, 
the  stomach  frequently  contracted,  and  the  liver  much  harder  than  natural, 
exhibiting  an  unnatural  colour  both  upon  its  surface,  and  throughout  its  inte- 
rionr  texture.  This,  perhaps,  is  what  might  be  expected.  1'he  stomach  re- 
ceives the  liquor,  in  the  most  concentrated  and  active  form,  in  which  it  is  ta- 
ken into  the  body.  From  the  stomach  and  the  alimentary  canal  below,  most, 
if  not  all  of  it,  is  probably  carried  through  the  liver  in  a  state  less  dilute  than 
when  distributed  among  the  remaining  organs  of  the  body.  The  texture  of 
the  liver  too,  which  consists  merely  of  vessels  and  nerves  with  enough  cellular 
membrane  to  hold  them  together,  may  perhaps  serve  to  show  why  it  is  more 
obviously  affected  than  the  alimentary  canal,  inasmuch  as  this  canal  has  a  dis- 
tinct^ and  in  some  places,  a  thick  muscular  coat,  independently  of  its  vessels. 
The  skin  of  the  inebriate  is  always  more  or  less  affected.  Its  fair  colour  soon 
fades  under  the  withering  influence  of  ardent  spirit ;  and  from  being  smooth, 
soft  and  elastic,  it  becomes  uneven,  wrinkled  and  flabby,  if  the  subject  be  some- 
what advanced  in  life;  or  if  young,  the  skin  of  the  face  is  bloated,  uneven, 
and  frequently  purple,  and  very  often  in  middle  life  and  after,  a  large  crop  of 
red  pimples  is  the  only  ornament  the  face  exhibits. 

The  eye,  that  window  of  the  mind,  loses  its  pearly  whiteness,  its  sparkling 
transparency,  its  quick  and  significant  motions,  and  becomes  dim,  sluggish  and 
unmeaning.  • 

The  various  phenomena  exhibited  in  the  different  stages  of  alkoholic  in- 
fluence, including  its  immediate  and  more  permanent  effects,  and  modified  by 
age  and  constitutional  temperament,  would  occupy  more  time  in  the  enumera- 
tion, than  can  be  spared  on  the  present  occasion.  The  case  of  him  who  has 
made  free  with  his  cups,  till  they  have  produced  the  following  train  of  symp- 
toms, is  not  unfrequently  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  physician.  The 
forehead  and  cheeks  are  swollen,  pale  and  slightly  tinged  with  yellow,  the  lips 
leaden  coloured  or  pale,  the  eye  yellow,  dim  and  vacant,  the  lower  eyelid 
loose  and  hanging,  the  upper  lid  several  times  its  natural  thickness,  diapha- 
nous and  drooping,  the  body  twice  its  natural  circumference,  the  limbs  totter- 
ing and  swollen,  the  breath  insnpportably  fetid,  respiration  difficult  and  wheez- 
ing, accompanied  with  a  short  dry  cough.  '^  Throw  medicine  to  the  dogs^'  in 
such  a  c*ase. 

The  bodies  of  some  few  drinkers  have  been  so  thoroughly  steeped  in  spirit, 
as  literally  to  take  fire  and  consume  to  ashes.  It  is  said  that  no  case  of  this  spon- 
taneous combustion  has  ever  occurred,  except  among  hard  drinkers,  and  it  is 
altogether  probable  that  in  every  such  case,  an  inflammable  air  has  exhaled 
from  the  lungs  or  skin,  or  both,  and  has  been  kindled  by  the  too  near  approach 
of  a  lighted  taper,  or  some  ignited  substance.*  A  French  Chemist,  it  is  said, 
after  drinking  a  pint  of  ether  during  the  day,  used  to  amuse  himself  in  the  even- 
ings by  lighting  up  his  breath,  directed  in  a  very  small  stream  upon  the  flame 
of  a  lamp.  Alkohol  taken  in  large  quantities,  would  probably  in  some  consti- 
tutions  at  least,  occasion  a  similar  vapour  to  be  thrown  from  the  lungs  ;  and 
there  is  doubtless  more  danger  than  has  been  imagined,  in  a  deep  drinker^s 
bringing  his  mouth  or  nose  close  to  a  lighted  taper  at  evening. 

The  numerous  and  weighty  considerations,  some  of  which  have  been  hint- 

^Aa  Alkohol  {■  ttrongly  allied  to  ether  in  its  chemical  relationi,  and  at  it  is  canabVs  <;f  tfunna^ 
fran  the  ttoniaeh  into  other  orfant  withoat  having  iti  inflaranabiUty  de8iTCraw^«il&  uia«Mn 
■wntioiied  in  the  preceding  page,  when  diluted  gin  traslimnd  in  Iht  hllM^  tUhr    '  "  '  ''^^^"^ 
that   inetaneee  of  nponUneotu  human  eombiution  sfaoaM  so  raielv  hn%. 
SfNitioiie  I  mfeatjr  ^fbt  e*M», 
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ed  at,  and  which  a  reflecting:  man  must  surmoont,  before  he  can  make  up  his 
mind  to  be  reg^arded  as  a  drunkard,  place  in  a  striking  Tiew  the  streng^  of 
the  appetite,  which  is  created  by  a  long  and  habitual  use  of  spirit.  Instances 
might  be  referred  to,  which  set  this  in  a  painfully  strong  light. 

A  (ew  years  ago,  a  tippler  was  put  into  an  alms  house  in  a  populous  town 
in  Massachusetts.  Within  a  few  days  he  had  devised  various  expedients  to 
procure  rum,  but  failed.  At  length  however,  he  hit  upon  one  which  proved 
successful,  fie  went  into  the  wood  yard  of  the  establishment,  placed  his  hand 
upon  a  block,  and  with  an  axe  in  the  other,  struck  it  off.  at  a  single  blow. 
With  the  stump  raised  and  streaming,  he  ran  into  the  house,  crying,  ^^  get 
some  rum,  get  some  rum,  my  hand  is  off.*^  In  the  confusion  and  bustle  of  the 
occasion,  a  bowl  of  rum  was  brought,  into  which  he  plunged  the  bleeding 
member  of  his  body,  then  raising  the  bowl  to  his  mouth,  ^drank  freely  and  ex- 
ultingly  exclaimed,  ^''  now  I  am  satisfied.^* 

In  another  populous  town  in  the  same  state  there  lived  an  habitual  drink- 
er, who  in  an  interval  of  reflection,  made  a  vow  that  he  would  drink  no  more 
spirit  for  forty  years,  not  doubting  at  the  time,  that  forty  years  would  place 
him  in  his  grave.  He  faithfully  kept  his  vow,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
stipulated  period,  ventured  to  take  a  little  liquor,  as  it  seemed  no  more  than  a 
friendly  salutation  given  to  an  old  acquaintance,  and  in  no  very  long  time  died 
a  sot. 

J  once  knew  a  man,  who  had  been  for  some  time,  in  the  habit  of  intempe- 
rate drinking,  and  who  had  at  times,  strong  remonstrances  of  conscience. 
These  admonitions,  together  with  the  motives  and  encouragements  held  up 
to  him  by  his  kind  and  good  wife,  induced  him  to  make  a  solemn  vow,  ^^  that 
by  the  help  of  God,  he  would  never  again  drink  any  thing  stronger  than  beer, 
unless  prescribed  for  him  as  a  medicine  by  a  physician.^^  He  regarded  the 
TOW,  became  sober  and  apparently  religious,  and  for  several  years  sustained 
the  character  of  a  devout  man.  At  length  he  lost,  by  degrees,  his  religious 
sensibility,  grew  dull  and  stupid,  heedless  alike  of  religious  duty,  and  of  the 
daily  attentions  to  business  necessary  for  the  support  of  his  family,  and  eventu- 
ally died  besotted  with  rum.  When  warned  of  his' danger,  soon  after  it  was 
known  that  he  had  returned  to  his  cups,  he  assigned  as  a  reason,  the  prescrip- 
tion of  a  physician,  which  was  made  on  his  application  for  relief  from  mild 
dyspepsia. 

If  such  be  the  strength  of  the  habit,  and  so  great  the  danger  of  formiDg  it, 
what  apology  is  there  for  drinking  spirit  at  all .'  Does  a  healthy  labouring 
man  need  alkohol  ?  No  more  than  he  needs  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  or 
opium.  The  experiment  has  been  made  a  thousand  times,  and  the  result  is 
well  known,  namely,  that  more  labour  can  be  accomplished  in  a  month  or  a 
year,  under  the  influence  of  simple  nouritihing  food  and  unstimulating  drink, 
than  throusrh  the  aid  of  alkohol.*    Does  the  warrior  need  this  stimulus  to  in- 

*  It  iii  very  generally  nnderttood  that  the  haman  conatitution  can  endare  iotense  cold  ^mder 
the  influence  of  water  ai  an  article  of  drink,  longer  than  ander  that  of  ardent  spirit.  In  proof  of  this, 
nanierouii  striking  facts  might  be  referred  to,  but  it  is  unnecessary.  It  may  nut  be  to  geoerallj 
known,  that  gr«at  exposure  to  heat  does  not  require  the  use  of  ardent  spirit. 

From  a  commercial  friend  in  Massachusetts,  I  have  lately  received  the  following  information. 
**  I  visited,*^  says  he,  "  four  or  five  years  since,  in  New-Jersey,  an  iron  foundry  boloDging  to  Mr. 
Wood,  of  Philadelphia  ;  I  think  there  were  thirty  or  forty  men  employed  in  the  establishment,  and 
all  they  drank  was  pure  spring  water.  I  saw  them  often  while  lading  out  the  hot  metal  and 
•treating  at  every  pore,  take  a  mug,  run  to  the  spring,  and  drink  very  freely  of  the  water.  I  iaoui* 
red  if  they  did  not  feel  any  ill  effects  from  drinking  so  much  cold  water ;  they  answered  no  f  The 
furnace  went  into  blast  in  April  and  continued  till  October  ;  all  those  employed  had  the  best  of 
health  during  the  whole  season,  and  returned  to  their  friends  in  the  autumn  with  better  health, 
and  fuller  purses  than  they  ever  had  before. 

**  A  vessel  belonging  to  my  neighbour,  went  from  this  place  to  South  America,  and  from  UisilPS 
to  India;  no  spirit  was  allowed  to  the  crew  during  the  whole  voyage;  they  all  arrived  home  in 
good  health.  One  of  my  own  Captains  kept  grog  from  his  men,  the  whole  of  an  India  voyage; 
they  all  came  home  in  fine  health. — For  my  crews  in  hot  climates,  I  direct  spruce  beer,  made  with 
the  oil  or  essence  of  spruce,  and  molaasea  and  water.  I  shipped  two  crews  last  week  for  long  voy> 
■fee  in  hot  climates,  and  naned  to  the  men  that  we  should  not  allow  them  grog ;  there  was  not  a 
■iDgle  obieetioo  made  to  signing  the  ehijralng  papers.  It  is  in  the  power  of  every  ship  owner  to 
prevent  tke  uee  of  ardent  spirit  on  boanThb  vMaeis,  br  aending  oat  a  ftw  barrels  of  moIasMt,  and 
a  few  dozen  bottles  of  the  esaeoce  of  spniee,  for  beer.** 

To  the  foregoing  suggestion,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  for  labouring  men  in  hot  weather  , 
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spirit  him  for  the  conflict ;  M^Dooough  has  shown  with  what  cool  and  appal- 
liogf  bravery  men  can  fight  without  it,  and  a  faithful  history  of  our  army  and 
navy  would  demonstrate,  that  the  use  of  it  aflbrds  no  security  ag^ainst  defeat  or 
disaster. 

If  ardent  spirit  be  necessary  to  health  and  actiyity,  how  did  the  world  g^et 
a1on§^  without  it  for  forty  eig^ht  hundred  years?  How  could  the  Roman  sol- 
diery withstand  the  frig^htful  onsets  of  Hannibal,  with  nothing  to  drink,  strong- 
er  than  vinegar  and  water  ?  Take  a  soldier  of  the  present  day,  clothe  him 
with  heavy  Roman  armour,  and  give  him  the  pilum  and  short  sword,  weapons, 
which,  it  has  been  said,  ^  conquered  the  world  ;*  and  it  will  soon  appear  what 
blessings  wc  have  derived  from  alkohol.  The  modern  Achilles  cripples  under 
his  load,  unable  to  raise  from  the  ground  the  instrument  with  which  he  is  to 
meet  his  foe. 

^^  But  alkohol  is  certainly  useful  as  a  medicine,  and  it  may  be  resorted  to 
as  an  antidote  to  infectious  diseases.^'  If  it  be  a  good  medicine,  let  it  be  used 
only  as  a  medicine.  What  has  a  healthy  man  to  do  with  medicine  f  Let  it  be 
kept  only  on  the  shelves  of  the  apothecary.  But  how  does  it  appear  that  spir* 
it  affords  security  under  exposure  to  contagion  ?  The  history  of  certain  epi- 
demics will  show,  that  they  destroy  a  larger  proportion  of  tipplers,  than  of  those 
who  are  temperate.  Two  physicians  of  my  acquaintance  were  called  to  prac- 
tise in  the  same  epidemick  scarlet  fever.  One  drank  spirit  freely,  the  other 
not  at  all ;  they  were  equally  exposed  to  the  contagion,  and  both  took  the 
disease.  The  drinker  died,  the  other  recovered.  If  you  are  exposed  to  the 
infectious  air  of  sick  rooms,  take  plain  nourishing  food  at  regular  intervals,  and 
nnstimnlating  drinks. 

^*'  Bat  if  useless  as  a  preventive,  is  not  alkohol  important  in  the  treatment  of 
disease  f  I  admit  that  it  is  sometimes  convenient,  but  1  deny  that  it  is  essen- 
tial to  the  practice  of  physic  or  surgery.  Do  we  wish  to  rekindle  the  taper  of 
life  as  it  glimmers  in  a  fainting  fit,  we  have  ammonia  and  the  volatile  oils,  and 
what  is  better  than  every  thing  else,  cold  water,  to  be  administered  by  affus- 
ion. Is  it  required  to  produce  a  tonick  effect  in  a  case  of  long  standing  debili- 
ty, the  tonick  roots,  and  barks,  and  woods,  impart  their  invigorating  proper- 
ties to  water  or  acid.  Are  we  called  upon  to  relieve  pain,  opium  is  ^together 
superior  to  alkohol.  Do  we  need  a  solvent  for  opium,  we  have  it  in  the  acet- 
eas  acid.  The  black  drop  is  one  of  the  best  solutions  of  opium  ever  invented. 
^^  Bat  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  medicinal  resins  and  aromatick  oils,  must 
not  they  be  dissolved  in  alkohol?"  The  medicinal  resins  do  not  constitute  a 
rery  important  class  of  remedies,  but  they  may  be  given  in  fine  powder,  rubbed 
with  some  inert  friable  substance,  or  dissolved  in  an  essential  oil,  or  made  into 
an  emolsioo.  The  ordinary  mode  of  using  them  does  not  carry  them  into  the 
stomach  in  the  state  of  solution,  as  they  are  instantly  precipitated  in  a  floccu- 
lent  form  on  being  thrown  into  water.  As  for  the  aromatick  oils,  they  may  be 
given  in  the  form  of  liquid  soap,  or  emulsion  rubbed  with  alkali,  or  sugar  and 
water,  and  in  this  way  they  exert  their  specifick  effects. 

Is  the  physician  required  to  prescribe  a  restorative ;  if  quinine  and  bark, 
and  bitters,  and  metallick  tonics  will  not  do,  shall  he  prescribe  alkohol  ?  This 
is  never  certain  and  always  unsafe,  inasmuch  as  there  is  imminent  danger  of  a 
permanent  reliatk  being  acquired  for  it ;  nor  does  it  compare,  in  its  restorative 
powers,  in  cases  where  the  complaint  was  not  produced  or  modified  by  the  pre- 


wstOT,  •ooMtin^rt  with  the  ailditioD  of  finger,  is  a  most  •alutary  drink  ;  so  also  is  a 
aixtin*  of  mJk  aad  water. 

TIm  prioei|»le  of  life  u  aifbrded  to  every  individual  in  raefa  qaaotitVf  or  in  tnch  manner,  as  to 
admit  of  the  Kviof  aetioni  bein^  carried  oo,  onder  tlie  most  favourable  circumstances  only  for  a 
lialiai  period ;  «od>sDob«nan  power  or  ekill  can  inereaee  this  principle  one  ^t  or  tittle,  so 
aeitbBff,aui  tbe  aetiooe  of  life  be  urged  bevood  tbe  standard  of  sound  bealtb,  fleavini^  casualitiee 
om  of  the  quostioo)  without  necessarily  shortening  it.  And  this  shortening  or  life  will  be  for  mi« 
mtca  or  months,  or  year*,  according  to  the  degree  and  continuance  of  tbe  excitement  beyond  the 
aaiawa]  and  mamnm  rate  of  healthy  aetioo. 

Tbia  vital  principle  haa  been  likened,  not  alto^tber  inaptly,  to  oil  in  a  lamp,  which  is  capa- 

Usof  mietaioiBf  flame,  only  for  a  certain  length  of  time.    If  the  wick  be  raised  higher  than 

sary  to  proiasa  •  Adl  snd  eiear  light,  a  part  of  the  oil  gosa  olTfai  aosoks,  and  the  ivImIs  Is  i 
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▼ious  use  of  it,  with  the  pure  fermented  and  well  presenred  juices  of  the  grape 
and  the  apple.  The  factitious  wines  extensively  vended  in  our  cofentry,  are 
poor  restoratives  ;  they  contain  a  large  proportion  of  alkohol. 

I  maintain  then,  that,  taking  into  view  the  danger  of  making  tipplers  by 
giving  ardent  spirit  to  the  sick,  and  considering  that  all  its  medicinal  virtues 
are  found  in  other  articles,  mankind  would  not  on  the  whole  be  losers,  if  it 
should  be  banished  not  only  from  the  houses  of  every  class  of  the  community, 
but  also  from  the  shops  of  the  apothecary. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  prevailing  opinion,  that 
the  consumption  of  ardent  spirit  has  been,  for  a  few  years  past,  an  alarmingly, 
increasing  evil  in  our  country. 

By  the  marshars  returns  in  1810,  it  appeared  that  no  less  than  thirty  three 
millions  three  hundred  sixty  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  nine  gal- 
Ions  of  spirit  were  distilled,  and  imported  for  a  single  yearns  consumption  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  estimate  is  far  short  of  the 
truth,  as  there  is,  probably,  every  year,  a  considerable  quantity  smuggled  into 
the  country,  of  which  of  course  no  account  is  given.  If  from  that  time,  the 
consumption  of  ardent  spirit  has  only  kept  pace  with  the  population,  it  will 
amount  to  fifty  six  millions  of  gallons  ;  but  from  the^increase  in  the  consump- 
tion, says  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  our  state,  in  an  elaborate  calculation, 
from  which  the  following  results  are  taken,  ^  we  may  safely  set  it  down  at  six- 
ty millions.  This  will  give  to  every  individual,  man  woman  and  child,  inclu- 
ding bond  and  free,  five  gallons  each.  Deducting  the  slaves  and  children  un- 
der ten  years  of  age,  it  will  give  to  the  rest  not  less  than  eight  gallons  each.' 
Is  this  result  impossible,  must  there  be  an  error  in  the  calculation  ?  The  com- 
mon seaman  of  our  navy  are  allowed  a  daily  ration  of  half  a  pint  of  spirit 
each.  This  is  about  twenty  three  gallons  a  year,  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  citizens  drink  twice,  thrice  or  even  four 
times  this  quantity,  the  foregoing  result  will  not  appear  improbable. 

*  Sixty  millions  of  gallons,  taking  into  the  estimate,  the  quantity  of  home 
distilled  spirits  disguised  and  sold  for  foreign  liquors,  the  free  dilution  of  home 
and  imported  liquors  before  they  reach  the  consumer,  and  the  large  proportion 
retailed  in  small  quantities  at  a  price  greatly  in  advance  of  the  primary  cost, 
may  be  fairly  reckoned  at  about  one  dollar  the  gallon,  but  to  be  within  bounds 
place  it  at  fifty  million  dollars.  If  to  the  actual  cost  of  ardent  spirits,  we  add 
the  loss  of  time,  the  waste  of  property,  the  various  expenses  of  sickness  and 
law  suits  occasioned  by  their  use,  and  the  amount  expended  in  the  support  of 
paupers  reduced  to  indigence  by  intemperance,  to  what  an  enormous  sum  will 
the  whole  amount  ?  One  hundred  million*  of  dollars  is  probably  far  short  of 
the  truth.'  Let  half  this  sum  be  annually  levied  upon  the  people  in  the  form 
of  a  direct  tax,  and  insurrection  and  revolt  would  appear  in  every  part  of  oar 
country. 

From  calculations  made  by  the  gentlemen  before  alluded  to,  in  which  1 
have  great  confidence,  but  which  are  too  long  to  be  admitted  here,  it  appears 
in  the  highest  degree  probable,  that  from  twenty  thousand  to  thirty  thousand 
persons  in  the  United  States,  are  annually  brought  to  a  premature  death  through 
the  influence  of  ardent  spirit.     Place  the  number  at  twenty  five  thousand.*^ 

One  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  divided  among  the  different  states  accord- 
ing to  their  population,  would  give  to  IVew- Hampshire,  about  two  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Apply  this  sum  to  the  support  of  government,  of 
the  clergy,  and  of  schools  ;  improve  the  means  of  education  by  the  establish- 
ment of  any  reasonable  number  of  high  schools,  and  the  most  extensive  endow- 
ment of  the  college  ;  make  a  hundred  new  public  roads;  cut  canals,  and  build 
railways  in  every  useful  direction ;  smooth  down  the  rugged  features  of  the 
state,  by  giving  the  most  liberal  encouragements  to  agriculture  ;  build  up 
manufacturing  establishments ;  cherish  the  useful  and  the  fine  arts  by  large  pre- 
miums and  salaries ;  endow  a  hospital  in  each  county,  and  distribute  unheard 


•  Mora  roeoDt  ostimatos  by  othot  gtotlMBsn,  horn  hurgor  4aU,  fix  ibo  nambor  at  thirtj  thoo- 
uod. 
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of  ■omfl  anoBf  the  namerotti  and  chariUble  6bj€ctfl  of  the  day ;  tend  a  hnn^ 
dred  misaionariei  to  India,  and  as  many  to  oar  western  wildernera ;  and  in  tea 
year*  our  treasury  would  g^roan  under  the  burden  of  unappropriated  monies. 

Twenty-fire  thousand  liTes  in  our  country  in  one  year !  This  number 
multiplied  by  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  peace  with  Great  Brii- 
ain,  will  i^ve  three  hundred  thousand,  a  larger  number  than  met  in  1812,  on 
the  bloody  plains  spread  out  before  the  ancient  city  of  the  Czars.  Apply  thii 
calculation  to  the  population  of  Europe,  and  you  have  three  hundred  and  ser- 
enty  five  thousand  annually,  or  four  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  thou- 
sand in  eleven  years,  the  time  since  the  peace  in  18  Id  ;  a  number  nearly  equal 
to  that  swallowed  up  by  that  vortea  of  human  life,  the  French  revolution,  and 
its  consequent  wars. 

How  can  any  things  be  done  effectually  to  check  this  mighty  evil  ?  I  g'lvt 
the  same  answer  to  this  question  which  has  repeatedly  been  given  within  the 
last  few  months ;  change  public  opinioa,  make  it  unpopular,  unfashionable  ta 
drink  spirit.  What  is  the  use  of  applying  to  Government  for  a  tax  upon  ai^ 
dent  spirit  so  large  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  lower  classes  in  the 
community  ?  Legislative  enactments  which  far  outrun  public  opinion,  hrt 
worth  nothing.  Fashion,  and  custom,  hold  men  with  a  stronger  arm  than  L<^ 
iritiative  prescription.  But  how  change  public  opinion  ;  is  it  not  already  aft 
•verwhelming  torrent  rolling  onward  with  resistless  and  increasing  power  ? 
Man  can  accomplish  wonders  both  in  the  physical  and  moral  world ;  he  dares 
even  meditate  a  canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  expecting  to  lower  the 
waters  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  pt- rhaps  to  stop  the  gulf  stream ;  and 
who  that  recollects  the  mighty  moral  achievements  accomplished  in  the  time 
of  the  reformation  by  the  efforts  of  a  single  man,  shall  despond  at  the  vastnesi 
of  the  change  now  contemplated. 

Let  all  good  men,  all  well  wishers  to  social  life  and  family  quiet ;  to  health, 
industry  and  the  arts  ;  to  religion,  morals  and  rood  government,  unite  their  ef- 
forts ;  and  by  all  possible  means,  but  chiefly  oy  their  example,  in  rigidly  ab- 
staining from  ardent  spirit,  discourage  and  discountenance  its  use,  among  all 
within  the  sphere  of  their  influence. 

*■  I  know,  says  some  worthy  man,  ^  that  the  evil  of  spirit  drinking  is  a  great 
one,  and  I  heartily  wish  we  were  rid  of  it ;  but  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  tal^ 
ing  it  occasionally  for  some  years,  and  I  find  it  at  times  particularly  comfort- 
able to  me ;  and  as  1  am  in  no  danger  of  becoming  intemperate,  must  I  give  it 
ttp  only  for  the  benefit  of  others?^  You  take  It  frequently  and  are  fond  of  itf 
ftre  you  then  in  no  danger  ?  Unconsciousness  of  danger  is  no  proof  of  security. 
Th«r«  may  be  some  reason  for  your  leaving  it  off  on  your  own  account,  but  if 
Bot«  have  you  not  so  much  regard  for  your  family  and  the  community  as  to 
fiibmit  to  a  slight  temporary  inconvenience  on  their  account  f  Why  talk  one 
way  and  act  the  other  ?  Your  influence  is  on  the  side  of  conduct,  not  merely 
of  words.  What  would  be  said  of  the  physieian  who  should  refuse  to  submit 
to  the  processes  of  cleansing  necessary  to  rid  his  clothes  of  the  infection  of  small 
pox,  because  it  would  cost  him  a  little  time  or  trouble  or  other  inconvenience  ; 
while  by  thus  disregarding  the  reralations  instituted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
pwbltc  health,  he  would  expose  his  family  and  his  neighbours  to  the  pestilence  | 
and  whose  sons  are  more  liable  to  become  drinkers  of  ardent  spirit  than  th« 
•4MIS  of  him  who  sets  them  the  example  ? 

Bat  the  glorious  work  of  reform  has  been  commenced,  and  is  now  in  rapid 
progress,  within  the  last  half  year,  societies  for  the  promotion  of  this  object 
have  sprang  into  existence,  like  flowers  upon  the  bosom  of  spring  after  a  long 
wbA  cold  winter ;  may  an  aboadanct  of  fruit  follow  these  vigorous  forth  put^ 
tings  of  moral  effort. 

I  repeat  it,  let  all  virtuous  men  unite  to  expel  the  common  enemy.  Ha 
•Qght  not  to  be  allowed  a  place  in  Christian  society.  He  is  a  foreigner,  a  Ma- 
liometati,  he  was  bom  in  the  land  of  robbers,  and  he  has  established  the  geno- 
immett  of  hb  origin  by  the  millions  be  has  deprived  of  property,  of  morale  end 
of  life.  He  has  come  to  m  in  the  robe  of  friendship,  has  «Maf«d  ua  oi  ^Sa\m^ 
fagards,  has  proffered  hJs  aid  and  solace  in  lickneif,  pain  tOEMi  ]^^tilt}« 
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a  friend,  who  could  reject  ?  he  has  heen  receiTed  into  g;eneral  faronr,  and  ad- 
mitted to  christian  confidence  and  companionship ;  and  what  reward  has  he  ta- 
ken for  his  kind  offices  ?  He  has  stolen  away  character,  health,  property,  the 
rich  blessings  and  endearments  of  society  and  domestic  intercourse,  the  moral 
sense,  life,  and  the  hope  of  heaven. 

Gird  np  then  to  the  combat.  Always  meet  him  as  an  enemy ;  nerchr  again 
admit  him  to  your  bosoms ;  give  him  no  quarter ;  expel  him  from  your  houses  ; 
drive  him  from  the  land.  Always  treat  him  as  a  murderer ;  he  has  slain  your 
brothers,  he  lurks  for  the  life  blood  of  your  childj^n,  he  whets  his  sabre  for  you. 
Farmer,  Mechanic,  Professional  man.  Orator,  hast  thou  sought  from  ardent 
spirit  strength  to  labour,  or  ingenuity  or  promptness  in  thy  calling,  or  eloquence 
in  the  hall  of  legislation  or  justice  ;  it  will  palsy  thine  arm,  cause  thy  right  hand 
to  forget  its  cunning,  and  thy  tongue  to  cleave  to  thy  mouth. 

Christian,  what  bast  thou  to  expect  from  strong  drink  ?  art  thou  weary  and 
dost  thou  linger  on  thine  upward  journey ;  and  will  ardent  spirit  bring  thee 
aooner  or  safer  to  thine  home  ? 

Dost  thou  wait  in  the  sanctuary,  hast  thou  been  separated  to  stand  before 
the  congregation  ;  and  when  thy  graces  languish,  when  thy  devotion  burnt 
feebly  and  faintly,  dost  thou  rekindle  it  with  alkohol  ?  Ah  !  come  not  near ; 
bring  no  more  this  strange  fire  to  the  altar,  lest,  from  its  secret  and  holy  dwel- 
ling, a  flame  break  forth  upon  thee,  and  thou  be  consumed,  and  the  people 
with  thee. 


JLETTER  OF  MR.  NETTLiETON. 

[Extracted  from  the  Spirit  of  tlie  Pilf  rims.] 

*^  The  letter  which  follows  is  of  great  importance,  as  a  caution  to  individa- 
als  who  are  accustomed  to  even  a  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  not  to  place 
much  reliance  on  their  supposed  religious  affections ;  and  a  caution  to  church- 
es not  to  be  deceived  by  such  persons.  In  this  view,  indeed,  we  can  hardly 
express  our  sense  of  the  ralue  of  the  testimony  now  before  us.  We  would 
suggest  to  our  clerical  friends  the  propriety  of  reading  it,  either  from  their  pul- 
pits, or  in  church  meeting,  or  in  the  conference  room,  as  they  may  think  it 
most  advisable,  that  all  concerned  (and  all  are  more  or  less  concerned)  may 
hear  and  be  instructedi  and  fear  to  offend.^* 

My  Dear  Brother, 

I  hear  frequently  from  many  places  where  God  has  of  late  poured  out  hie 
Spirit  and  revived  his  work.  My  friends  residing  in  these  places  far  and  near, 
either  visit  me  or  write  to  me,  and  tell  me  all  their  joys  and  their  sorrows. 
For  a  number  of  years,  I  have  kept  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  have 
hopefully  experienced  religion,  and  made  a  public  profession  of  it,  in  these  re- 
vivals. When  far  from  them,  in  my  retired  moments,  1  have  often  read  over 
their  names,  and  pondered  on  them,  and  on  the  scenes  they  have  awakened, 
with  emotions  too  big  for  utterance.  I  have  watched  them  with  anxious  soli- 
citude, and  have  made  particular  inquiry  about  the  spiritual  welfare  of  each 
one,  as  opportunity  presented.  My  heart  has  often  been  refreshed^  when  some 
Timothy  has  bnmght  me  good  tidingi  of  the  faith  and  charity  of  thete  young 
converts.  No  tidings  have  been  more  ^  reflreihingj*^  1  have  often  had  oc<»t- 
sion  to  adopt  the  language  of  Paul  on  this  verv  subject ;  ^^  What  tfianks  eon 
we  render  to  Ood  agam^  fbr  all  the  Joy  toheremih  we  joy  for  your  eakes  before 
our  God.^ 
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Dnrini^  the  leuare  occasioned  by  my  late  illoeaB,  I  bare  been  looking  oyer 
the  regions  where  Ood  has  reviFed  his  work  for  the  two  years  past.  Tl^ 
thoosands  who  hare  professed  Christ  in  this  time,  in  general,  appear  to  run 
well.  Hitherto,  I  think  they  have  exhibited  more  of  the  Christian  temper,  and 
a  better  example,  than  the  same  number  who  have  professed  religion  when 
there  was  no  revival.  With  hundreds  of  these  I  conversed,  when  anxious  for 
their  sonls,  and  afterwards  when  rejoicing  in  hope.  Some  of  them  I  have  fol- 
lowed through  life,  and  down  to  the  grave.  If  genuine  religion  is  not  found  in 
revivals^  I  kave  no  evidence  that  it  exist t  in  our  world.  Some  few,  indeed, 
have  dishonored  their  profession,  have  opened  afresh  the  wounds  of  the  Sav- 
iour, and  caused  the  hearts  of  his  friends  to  bleed.  Bunyan  says,  ^^  If  at  any 
time  I  heard  of  such  instances  of  apostasy  among  those  who  have  hopefully 
been  benefitted  by  my  ministry,  I  feel  worse  than  if  1  had  followed  one  of  my 
own  natural  children  to  the  grave.^^  1  have  lost  near  and  dear  relatives,  but 
the  tidings  of  which  Bunyan  speaks  have  sometimes  struck  me  with  a  deeper 
sadness.  Of  the  few  who  have  finally  apostatised,  you  may  wish  to  know  the 
cause.  I  have  made  particular  inquiry,  and  find  that  the  declension  of  some 
has  commenced  with  an  undue  conformity  to  the  world  ;  but  the  sin  of  tn/ein- 
perwfue  has  caused  more  trouble,  and  done  more  dishonor  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  than  any  other  crime  that  can  be  named.  Though  some  have  confessed, 
and  doubtless  repented  of  other  crimes ;  yet  few  if  any  excommunications 
have  hitherto  taken  place,  for  any  crime  except  intemperance.  1  have  heard 
from  S  county,  that  of  the  hundreds  who  professed  religion  there  two 
years  ago,  a  few  only  have  been  called  to  a  public  confession,  and  these  have 
been  restored.  I  have  heard  of  but  one  excommunication.  He  was  an  acquain- 
tance of  mine,  a  man  about  thirty  five  years  of  age,  in  the  town  of  M  He 
had  been  a  little  inclined  to  intemperance.  He  was  anxious  with  others ;  his 
conversion  was  considered  interesting ;  and  at  the  lime  he  professed  religion, 
it  was  thought  that  his  habit  was  broken.  But  before  I  left  that  place,  he  ven- 
tured to  drink  a  little.  On  a  public  occasion,  he  became  boisterous,  and  charg- 
ed one  man  with  lying,  and  that  led  on  to  an  angry  dispute,  in  which  all  pres- 
ent consi(}ered  him  the  aggressor.  This  was  soon  noised  through  the  place.  It 
cave  a  general  shock  to  all  the  young  converts.  I  well  remember  the  effect. 
£ach  one  began  to  tremble,  lest  he  too  should  be  left  to  wound  the  cause  which 
was  to  him  dearer  than  life.  I  shall  not  forget  what  tenderness  of  conscience 
the  young  converts  manifested.  Each  one  seemed  to  tremble  most  of  all  for  him- 
self. The  next  morning  Mr.  H became  sober,  and  now  he  felt  exceeding- 
ly chagrined  on  remembering  what  he  had  said  and  done.  He  told  me,  that 
his  first  thought  in  the  morning  was,  that  he  had  dishonored  religion,  and  he 
could  not  bear  to  be  seen.  He  was  almost  tempted  to  leave  his  family  and 
friends  and  abscond.  He  however  confessed  his  fault,  and  appeared  penitent. 
But,  sad  to  relate,  he  drinked  again ;  and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  is  now  cut 
off,  and  utterly  abandoned. 

A  Mr.  T— ,  in  the  town  of  B was  under  conviction,  hopefully  expe- 
rienced religion,  and  made  a  public  profession  with  about  sixty  others.  He 
appeared  well,  with  the  exception  of  this  circumstance,  that  previous  to  his 
convictions,  he  had  been  a  little  inclined  to  intemperance.  In  the  judgement 
of  charity  he  had  reformed,  and  become  a  new  man.  He  forsook  his  wicked 
companions,  prayed  in  his  family,  and  appeared  to  be  much  engaged  in  religion^ 
and  continued  for  a  number  of  months  to  adorn  his  profession.  But  he  began 
by  slow  and  cautious  steps  (as  he  thought)  to  sip  a  little^  only  for  his  health. 
Though  not  drunk,  he  became  foolish,  and  this  led  on  to  other  things,  until  he 
dishonored  the  cause  of  religion.  He  made  a  public  confession  of  his  fault, 
and  for  a  while  appeared  penitent.  But  he  drinked  again,  and  this  led  to  other 
unchristian  conduct,  which  demanded  christian  satisfaction.  His  brethren 
began,  a  few  days  since,  their  endeavours  to  reclaim  him.  Bat  he  removed  ift 
the  night,  with  all  his  family,  and  has  left  the  State  to  avoid  another  confonlii^ 
We  consider  him  a  ruined  man.  M  ;£s 

In  the  town  of  K ,  a  promising  young  man  hopefully 

religion,  daring  the  recent  powerful  revival  there,  and  made  a  pckblioi] 
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•ioa^  on  the  tame  day  with  one  hundred  and  six  otben.  I  helieve  he  wat  never 
ocmtidered  at  all  inclined  to  intemperance.     He  left  K    i    ■  and  labored 

IB  company  with  others,  who  made  a  free  ate  of  ardent  spiriti.  He  soon  con- 
tracted a  tatte  for  it ;  and  we  have  heard  of  the  public  disgrace  which  he  hai 
brought  on  the  cause  of  religion.  With  taunting  voice,  the  enemies  have  been 
heard  to  cry  around  him,  ^  There  is  one  of  Mr.  K— — ^s  converts.*  Brother 
K-— —  went  after  him  to  a  neighbouring  place,  and  the  young  man  has  just 
made  a  public  confession  of  his  fault,  and  appears  penitent.  I  find  that  all  are 
flattering  themselves  that  he  will  never  offend  again.  1  should  think  and  re« 
joice  with  them,  if  I  had  not  so  often  been  disappointed.  Of  the  whole  number 
who  professed  religion  in  that  revival,  this,  I  think,  is  the  only  instance  of  an 
offence  demanding  a  public  confession. 

When  1  look  back  on  revivals  which  took  place  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  I 
have  been  agreeably  surprised  to  find  so  many  of  the  subjects  of  them,  contin- 
niog  to  adorn  their  profession.  Take  the  whole  number  who  professed  religion 
as  toe  fruit  of  these  revivals,  and  take  the  same  number  who  professed  religion 
when  there  was  no  general  revival,  and  I  do  think  that  the  former  have  out- 
shined  the  latter.  1  have  not  made  a  particular  estimate,  but  from  what  I  have 
•een,  I  do  believe  that  the  number  of  excommunications  from  the  latter  ismoro 
than  double,  in  proportion  to  the  former.  And  I  find,  all  along,  that  more  ex- 
communications have  taken  place  in  consequence  oif  intemperance,  than  for 
any  other  crime. 

A  Mr.  H— — ,  a  member  of  Brother  T 's  church,  was  thought  to  have 

txperienced  religion  in  L  ,  in  the  days  of  your  predecessor.     He  was  a 

promising,  active  young  man ;  much  beloved  and  highly  esteemed  by  Chris- 
tians, and  never  suspected  of  intemperance,  until  about  a  year  since.  The 
disclosure  of  this  fact  not  only  grieved  Christians,  but  surprised  and  astonished 
f  very  body.  Though  he  was  not  suspected  of  intemperance,  it  was  afterwarda 
ascertained  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  a  little  in  private.  Thia 
is  one  method  of  covering  sin.  Whoever  does  it,  is  privately  working  out  the 
ruin  of  his  soul.  But  Mr.  H made  a  public  confession,  appeared  peni- 
tent, and  all  rejoiced  in  his  reformation.      This,  I  said,  was  about  a  year  ago. 

When  I  was  last  in  N ,  he  called  at   Brother   T— — 's  on  an  evening 

visit,  it  was  evident  he  had  been  drinking.  The  next  day  Brother  T 
warned  biro  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  He  was  past 
fear,  and  past  shame,  and  all  have  given  him  up  as  lost.  He  bad  accomplished 
his  ruin  by  drinking  in  private,  before  bis  friends  bad  any  chance  to  prevent  it. 
I  could  name  a  number  o[  individuals,  in  difierent  towns  in  this  State,  whose 
case  is  similar  to  his. 

Now,  my  brother,  what  shall  be  done  ?  f  do  not  ask  what  shall  be  done  to 
reclaim  those  who  have  so  grievously  ofiended.  For  these,  nothing  ordinarily 
can  be  done.  Their  case  is  hopeless.  My  inquiry  is,  what  shall  be  done  to 
prevent  the  future  disgrace  of  the  cause  of  Christ  ?  As  for  those  who  have 
confessed  their  fault,  and  have  been  restored  to  fellowship,  they  must  remain 
where  they  are,  until  the  next  ofience  cuts  them  off.  But  a  public  confession 
for  intemperance,  I  think,  is  about  nothing,  and  pught  to  go  for  nothing.  Tke 
9nly  evidence  of  repentance  in  ruck  ease  m,  a  continued  course  of  ektirb 

ABBTIITBHCB  PROM  ARDENT  SPIRITS  OV  EVERY  KIND. 

As  for  those  who  think  they  have  experienced  a  change,  if  their  habits  are 
bordering  on  intemperance,  we  ought  to  be  cautious  how  we  admit  them  to  a 
public  profession.  If  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  freely,  though 
not  to  intoxication,  however  clear  in  other  respects,  this  circumstance  alone 
renders  the  evidence  of  their  conversinn  very  doubtful.  From  what  I  have 
seen,  f  do  believe  that  no  class  of  persons  are  more  likely  to  be  deceived  with 
false  hopes,  than  the  intemperate.  If,  while  under  conviction,  a  person  allows 
himself  to  sip  a  little,  or  raises  his  sinking  spirits  in  the  least ;  he  is  sure  to 
grieve  away  the  Spirit  of  God. 

During  the  revival  at  S ,  two  years  ago,  I  witnessed  an  instance 

which,  if  you  please,  I  will  relate.  Mr.  A^—  was  one  of  the  most  respectable 
i»  tha^  Tillage,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who  kept  a  large  boarding- 
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hoaec.  Hit  wife  was  under  deep  conriction,  and  soon  was  rejoicing  in  hope, 
and  prayed  with  and  for  her  husband.  This  was  the  means  of  his  conviction  | 
though  at  the  time  it  was  not  known.  Report  said  that  he  was  confined  to  his 
hedf  and  dangerously  ill.  Hints  were  privately  circulating  that  he  was  anxioua 
lor  his  seuU  and  was  ashamed  to  have  it  known.    It  was  late  in  the  evening, 

when  Brother  6 went  to  bis  house,  and  found  him  in  a  bedroom,  in  a 

remote  comer,  in  the  greatest  agony.  ^^  What  is  the  matter,^^  said  Brother 
G  ^^  O,  I  am  sick ;  f  am  in  such  distress  !^^  ^^  But  your  pulse  is  regu- 
lars—where is  your  pain  ?^^  He  made  no  reply,  but  with  violence  smote  upon 
his  breast.  He  was  asked,  ^«  Is  it  there  ?^^  ''  It  is,^^  he  replied.  The  next 
evening  I  called,  and  found  him  still  in  the  same  distress.  His  convictions 
appeared  to  be  deep.  But  when  I  returned,  1  suggested  to  Brother  G- 
a  suspicion  of  the  smell  of  ardent  spirits.  I  then  related  a  number  of  anecdotes 
of  false  conversions,  connected  with  this  suspicious  scent.  ^  Mr.  A.  is  a  very 
moral  man,^^  said  he,  ^*  and  far  from  suspicion  on  that  point.^^  But  for  fear,  he 
sent  me  back  to  give  him  a  solemn  caution.  I  returned,  and  with  much  deli- 
cacy warned  him  not  to  taste,  lest He  seemed  startled  at  my  suggestion, 

and  assured  me  that  he  was  far  from  the  habit.  1  requested  his  wife  to  watch 
hira,  and  learned  from  her,  that  through  bis  distress  his  strength  had  greatly 
failed,  and  that  he  had  taken  a  very  liltle  oniy^  to  prevent  his  sinking  entirely. 

I  returned  and  observed  to  Brother  G ,  that  I  feared  Mr.  A was  a  ruined 

man.  His  concern  continued  for  a  few  days,  when  he  became  exceedingly 
jojrful.  His  conversion  was  considered  wonderful.  But  my  joy  was  checked  ; 
I  could  not  forget  the  smell  of  ardent  spirits.  I  called  and  found  him  much 
elated  with  joy.  But  when  1  cautioned  him,  he  seemed  surprised,  and  some- 
what offended,  and  observed,  ^^  I  think  1  have  been  distressed  enough  to  expe- 
rience religion."  "  Ah,"  said  1,  "  now  1  doubt  more  than  ever  whether  your 
heart  has  ever  been  changed  ?  Do  you  think  there  is  any  merit  in  the  distress 
of  an  awakened  sinner?  Suppose  you  had  been  to  hell,  and  endured  the  tor- 
ments of  the  damned  ;  what  then  ?  It  is  not  distress,  but  love  to  God,  and  a 
change  of  heart,  which  alone  can  fit  the  sinner  for  heaven."  After  a  little 
conversation,  hi^  heart  rose  in  such  opposition,  that  he  relinquished  his  hope ; 
his  distress  returned  in  a  moment ;  antl  he  cried  out,  ^^  What  shall  I  do  /"  His 
heart  was  evidently  unrenewed,  and  still  quarrelling  with  the  justice  of  God. 
From  some  expressions,  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  his  heart,  and  that,  if  he  should 
over  experience  relij^ion,  it  was  his  secret  purpose  never  to  make  a  public  pro- 
fewion  of  it.  He  was  evidently  unhumbled->/tA:e  a  bullock  unacojutonud  to  the 
jpoAe.  I  put  into  his  hands  *•  Edwards,  on  the  Justice  of  God  in  the  damnation 
of  sinners.^  Shortly,  he  again  found  relief.  He  wished  to  profess  religion  with 
others,  but  prudence  led  us  to  wait ;  and  the  result  was,  that  in  progress  of 
time  he  became  a  sot.  I  know  not  now  of  a  more  hopeless  being  on  earth. 
He  does  no  business  ;  has  drunk  himself  out  of  his  property,  and  almost  out  of 

his  reason  ;  and  as  Brother  G says,  he  has  become  a  brute. 

1  could  fill  sheets  with  the  relation  of  facts  of  a  similar  character,  all  which 
lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  persons  of  intemperate  habits,  though  deeply  con- 
victed, are  far  more  likely  to  rest  in  a  false  hope  than  others.  Honjever  dis- 
tressed a  person  of  this  character  may  have  been,  or  however  joyful  in  hope,  I 
think  we  may  set  it  down  as  a  probable  sign  of  a  false  conversion,  if  he  allows 
himself  to  taste  a  single  drop.  If  he  does  not  give  evidence  that  he  intends 
to  ahstain  wholly  and  forever,  1  feel  decided  that  he  ought  not  to  profess  reli- 
gion. If  he  cannot  be  willing  to  do  this,  he  can  have  no  sufficient  evidence  of 
his  own  repentance  or  conversion,  and  his  hope  is  a  spider^s  web.  Brother 
T  preached  an  excellent  sermon,  not  long  since,  from  these   words ; 

^^  Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults  ;  keep  back  thy  servant  also  from  pre- 
iumptuooa  sins."  In  the  class  of  presumptuous  sinners,  he  placed  the  person  of 
intemperate  habits.  ^^  The  person  who  has  drunk  to  excess,  and  has  beta 
warned,  cannot  venture  to  drink  again,  at  all,  without  sinning  presumptuouil; 
He  sins  deliberately,  and  with  his  eyes  open.  Let  him  remember  that  ht 
immnati9n.^'*  I  ielt  the  justice  of  this  last  sentence.  It  was  attended ' 
thrill  of  horror.    I  am  satisfied  that  he  who  cannot  break  off  entirely,  %aA 
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once,  can  never  do  it.  And  without  it,  we  can  hare  no  eyidence  of  his  pietf . 
Every  time  he  tastes,  he  is  puttings  fire  to  tinder  and  powder.  If  he  really 
thinks  that  be  can  drink  a  little,  and  yet  not  become  a  drunkard  ;  his  danger  is 
so  much  the  greater.  This  confidence  evinces  his  consummate  ignorance  of 
his  own  heart.  This  confidence,  if  not  destroyed,  will  damn  him.  ^^  He  ttuU 
irutitth  hU  oim  heart  it  afooV^ 

1  wish  that  all  the  young  converts,  who  profess  religion,  would  make  it  a 
point  of  conscience  not  to  taste  of  ardent  spirits.  This  is  the  way  in  which 
many  have  dishonored  the  cause  of  Christ  on  public  occasions.  In  this  way 
thousands  have  become  drunkards.  I  scarcely  expect  that  any  drunkard  wiU 
be  reformed,  by  any  measures  that  can  be  adopted.  The  only  successful 
method  of  preventing  this  kind  o(  disgrace  to  religion  in  future,  is  to  begin 
with  the  temperate.  Though  the  plague  cannot  be  cured,  it  may  be  shunned. 
Had  all  young  converts  seen  what  I  have,  they  would  need  no  other  motives 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  resolution  to  abandon  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  for- 
ever. Could  I  learn  that  all  the  young  converts  in  your  parish  had  jointly 
adopted  this  resolution,  it  would  be  to  themselves,  to  you,  and  to  me,  a  most 
delightful  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Christian  profession,  as  well  as  of 
genuine  conversion.  ^^  Dearly  beloved^  I  beseech  you^  at  strangers  and  pUgrimSy 
abstain  from  fleshly  lusts^  which  war  agairut  the  souU^ 

Yours,  as  ever, 

AsAHSL  NSTTI#ETOir. 


!LX8T  OF  TBMFBHANOfi  SOOIXmBS. 

The/ollovnng  list  of  Temperance  Societies  is  incomplete.  The  ^anty  informtu 
tion  of  the  most  of  //iem,  which  it  contains^  was  gleaned  from  Newspapers, 
From  the  officers  of  a  number  of  them  we  have  been  obligingly  favoured  with 
interesting  and  important  information^  and  many  able  reports^  addresses^ 
essays^  &c.  These  we  have  reserved  to  enrich  the  columns  of  our  JoumaL 
We  earnestly  request  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Temperance  Societies^  which 
are  already  formed^  and  which  may  be  hereafter  instituted,  seasonable  notiu 
of  their  institution  and  proceedings,  and  copies  of  all  their  publications, 

'■'''''«■•  PI«ce-  Dau».        No.  mem.    Cor.  Swretaries. 

Bowdoin  College  Brunswick 

East  Machias  Washington  Co.        Jan.  1827     100 

Gorham  Cumberland  Co. 

Portland  Portland 

n^'tfZ  ir    .  •  u   ^?°^^5?''  ^°'  MichaelWoodward. 

Bnckfield  &  vicmity  Oxford  Co. 

Union  N.  Sharon,  Kenn.  Co.        1827     131 

Prospect  Hancock  Co.  A  p.  1827     101     Andrew  Leach. 

Saco  York  Co.  Ap.  1828 

LIvermore  Oxford  Co.  July  4,  1828      47    Rev.George  Bates. 

Norway  Oxiord  Co.  * 

Windsor  July  4,  1827      40 

Brewer  Village  Penobscot  Co.  July  1828 

New  Hampshire  June  18S8  J.Kittredgc,  Lyme. 
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J^TEW  HJUdP SHIRE. 


Title*. 
Dmrtmooth  College 
Keene 
Pljmoiith 
Hampton  Academy 
Rajmood 
Dorer 

Groton  Female 
Caledonia  Assoc. 
Pittsfield 
London 

Alftead,  E.  Parish. 
Dover  Apprentices 
Newton 
Lancaster 
Bath 
Haverhill 
Lyme 
Canaan 
Andover 
Thornton 
Sanborton 
Sandwich 


Vermont 

Townsend 

Hard  wick 

Tbetford 

Irasburi^h 

Coventry 

Bennington 


PfaM*. 

Hanover 
Cheshire  Co. 
Plymouth 

Hampton,  Rock.  Co. 
Rockingham  Co. 
Strafford  Co. 
Grafton  Co. 

Rockingham  Co. 

Cheshire  Co. 
Dover,  Strafford  Co. 
Rockingham  Co. 


DM0.       Ncntm.   Oof.  BteitUiiis. 
1827 


1828      40 


1823       16 
1828 


1828 


VERMONT. 


Windham  Co. 
Caledonia  Co. 
Orange  Co. 
Orleans  Co. 
Orleans  Co. 


Oct.  1828      75  Rev.J.C.Southmayd 


Sept.  1828 
Sept.  1828 


40 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Hampshire  County 

Andover,  S.  Parish 

Newton 

Fitchbarg 

Ware  Village 

Haverhill 

Danvers 

Plymouth 

F^  River 

Belchertown 

Wetleyan  Academy 

Newbaryport 

Bridgewater 

TarmoQth 

Wettfield 

Aahley  Female 

Mendon  Female 

Leominster  Female 

Barnstable 

Northampton 

Lee 

Amherst 

Southampton 


Northampton 

Andover 

Middlesex  Co. 

Worcester  Co. 

Ware,  Hamp.  Co. 

Essex  Co. 

Essex  Co.  1814 

Plymouth  1827 

Bristol  Co. 

Hampshire  Co. 

Wilbraham,  Hamden  Co. 

Newburyport  1828 

Plymouth  Co.         March  1828 

Barnstable  Co.       March  1827 

Hampden  Co.  April  1828 


April  1828 

1826  244 

1827  105    Wm.  Jackson 
April  1827      40    Dr.  Peter  S.  Snow 
July,  1827   half  the  men  in  the  place 
Dec.  1827 

150" 


Worcester  Co. 
Worcester  Co. 
Barnstable 
Northampton 
Berkshire  Co. 
Hampshire  Co. 
Hampshire  Co. 
Springfield 


1828 


1828 


104 
40 
20 


25 


L.  Coleman 
Ebenezer  Stone 


4% 


■nS 


so 


SICOMO  ARNITAI.  BSVOKT 


{• 


TitlM. 

IVilbrabam 

Worthiogton 

Camming^n 

Plainfield 

Goshen 

Chesterfield 

Williamsburgh 

Hatfield 

Easthampton 

Hadley 

South  Hadley  Canal 

Pelham 

Greenwich^ 

Woburn 

Marblehead 


PISM. 

Hampden  Co. 


DiU«       No.  flMm.   Cor.  BsereUiia 
IttSS 


ProTidence 
Slatersville 

Weathersfield 

Fairfield 

Bridg^eport 

Hartford  Y'g  Men' 

Glastenburj 

Middlesex  Assoc, 
with  \i  minor 
Associations 

Canterbury 

Jewett  City 

Brooklyn 

Durham 

Lisbon 

Mechanics 

Whitney  Ville 

New  Milford 

New  HaTen 

Milford 

Middletown 

Derby 

Rigra 

Norwich  Falls 

North  Stonin^on 


Seneca 

Ithica 

Caroline 

Denmark 

Genesee  Co. 

Canandaigua 

Ludlowville 

Trumansbargh 

Homer 

Fabias 

Bethlehem 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence  April  1827 

CONJ^ECTICUT. 


1827 
March  1827 
March  1827 


Weathersfield 

Fairfield 

Bridgpeport 
s  Hartford 

Glastenbury,Hart.co.NoT.  1828 
Including  the  towns  of  Haddam,  ^ 
Durham,  Chatham,  E.Haddam,  \    154 
Say  brook  &  Lyme,— Sept.  1828) 

Windham  Co.  Aug.  1828    35 

New  London  Co.  1828 


Charles  Beime 


SReT.  John  Ma 
of  Uaddaa 

Isaac  Clark 


Oct.  1828 
1828 
1828 


Windham  Co. 

Middlesex  Co. 

New  London  Co. 

New  Haven 

Near  New  Haven 

Litchfield  Co. 

New  Haven 

New  Haven  Co. 

Middletown 

New  Haven  Co. 

Salisbury,  Litchfield  Cor  1828 

Norwich  1828 

North  Stooington       June  1828 


May  1828 
June  1828 
June  1828 
Aug.  1828 


15    JameiPettt«J 


Rochester  Y*g  Men'sGeneiee  Co. 


KEW  YORK. 

Geneva 

Ithica 

Tompkins  Co. 

Lewis  Co.  Jan.  1826 

Le  Roy,  Genesee  Co.        1827 

Ontario  Cu.  '     Feb.  1828 

Tompkins  Co. 

Tompkins  Co. 

Cortland  Co. 

Onondaga  Co. 

Orange  Co. 


99  H.  Dwight,  Gev 

70 

44  James  Deland 

Beriah  B.  Hold 
Geoige  Wilton 
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ThlM. 


PltM. 


Lyons  Wayne  Co. 

Hamilton  The.  Sem. Madison  Co. 

Auburn  Theol.  Sem. Cayuga  Co. 

Albany  Albany 

Phelps  Ontario  Co. 

East  Bloomfield        Ontario  Co. 

West  Bloomfield       Ontario  Co. 

Victor  Ontario  Co. 

North  Bristol  Ontario  Co. 

Naples  Ontario  Co. 

Ovid  Senf  ca  Co. 

Romulos  Seneca  Co. 

Waterloo  Seneca  Co. 

Seneca  Falls  Seneca  Co. 

North  Junius  Seneca  Co. 

Clyde  Wayne  Co. 

Palmyra  Wayne  Co. 

East  Palmyra  Wayne  Co. 

Newark  Wayne  Co. 

Henrietta  Monroe  Co. 

Mendon  Monroe  Co. 

Brig^hton  Monroe  Co. 

Penfield  Monroe  Co. 

Geneseo  Livingpston  Co. 

Labeville  Livingston  Co. 

Livonia  Livingston  Co. 

Lyme  Livingston  Co. 

Avon  Livingston  Co. 

Mount  Morris  Living^ston  Co. 

Danville  Living^ston  Co. 

Angelica  Allegrany  Co. 

Allen  AUegs^ny  Co. 

Portage  Allegany  Co. 

Bath  Steubf^n  Co. 

Prattsburgh  Steuben  Co. 

Pultney  Steuben  Co. 

Homellsville  Steuben  Co. 

Wayne  Steuben  Co. 

Painted  Post  Steuben  Co. 

Pennyan  Tates  Co. 

Hordes  Comer  Tates  Co. 
Harpending^sComer  Yates  Co. 

Elmira  Tioga  Co. 

Big  Flat  Tioga  Co. 

McDonongh  Chenango  Co. 

Troy  Troy 

Genoa  Cayuga  Co. 
Throoptville 

Whitesborough  Oneida  Co. 

Westmoreland  Oneida  Co. 

Utica  Juvenile  Utica 

Ontario  County  Ontario  Co. 

Rome  Oneida  Co. 

Utica  Utica 

Catlin  Tioga  Co. 

Stcrlmg  Cayuga  Co. 

West  Fabius  Onondaga  Co. 

Union  College  Schenectady 

GreenidUe  Green  Co. 

8 


D«t» 

No.  mem.  Cor.  Seerilulai. 

May  1838 

John  N.  HoUey 

Sept.  1828 

S.  M.  McDonald 

July  I8S8 

Timothy  StUlman 

Sept.  1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

C.  H.  West 

182^1 

1828 

1G28 

lf;28 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

18&8 

1828 

■ 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

40 

, 

1828 

1828 

1828 

1828 

July  4,  1828 

Sept.  1828 

Aug.  1828 

Aug.  1828 

121 

John  Stryker 

- 

55 

Rev.  Mr.  Crane 

1828 

Jared  Wilson 

Oct.  1828 

July  1828 

13 

Thos.  Walker,Esq. 
William  Nortoa  ' 

58 
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[Jan. 


Titlei. 

Pltee. 

Watertown 

Jefferson  Co. 

Adami 

Jefferson  Co. 

SmithTille 

Jefferson  Co. 

DatA.       No.  mem.    Cor.  Seeretariet. 


SacketOs  Harbour    Jefferson  Co. 
Orleans  Jefferson  Co. 

Boonville  Oneida  Co.  Jan.  1,  1828      40    Wm.  G.  Hubbaid 

Stephentown  113 

J^EW  JERSEY. 


Millville,  Cumberland  Co. 
Princeton  The.Sem.  Princeton  May  1827 

New  Brunswick        New  Brunswick        Aug;.  1828 
Cumberland  County 
Lawyers  of  E^sex  co. 
Lawyers  of  Morrisco. 

PEJ^JfSYLVAmJi. 


Richard  Duryee  jr. 
72    Jonathan  Og^en 
19 


Bucks  CO.  Assoc.  Bucks  Co. 

Pennsylvania  Philadelphia 

Toung  Men^s  Philadelphia 

Kensing^ton  Philadelphia  Co. 
Luzerne  Co. 
Canonsburg 
Washing:ton  mechan. 


April  1827 
Aug.  1827 
June  1828 


D.  M^Clure 
Rev.  N.  Dayis 
1828      41 
Aug.  1828  James  D.  Hoff. 

100 


Wilmington 


Washington  Co. 


Virginia 
Lewisburg 
Spotsylvania  Co. 
Ash  Camp 


Kenyon  College 


Mnton 


R.  A.  Henderson 


Dec.  1828 

DELAWARE. 
Wilmington  Dec.  1827 

MARYLAJ^D. 

Dec.  1828      24    Samuel  M.  HUl. 
VlRGimA. 

Sept.  1827     80 
Green  Brier  C.  H.     Jan.  1828      56    N.  B.  Seabrook 

April  1828 
Charlotte^s  Co.  Oct.  1826 


OHIO. 

J^ORTH  CAROLINA. 
Rockingham  Co. 


Orange  &  Stoney  Cr.  Oct.  1826 

SOUTH  CAROLmA. 
Charleston  Bap.  As.  Charleston     *  Nov.  1825 

mDIAJfA. 
Hancock 
Dearborn  Co. 


50  workmen 


50    J.  J.  W.  Douglasf 


Aug.  1828 
LOWER  CAJfADA. 


Montreal 


Montreal 
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A  List  of  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  which  have  passed  resolutions  in  ac' 
cor  dance  with  the  views  and  objects  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society.* 

Synods  of  South  Carolina  and  Georg^ia. 

Synod  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  N.  Y.  at  Albany. 

Synod  of  West  Tennessee. 

Presbytery  of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y. 

Presbytery  of  Orangfe  and  Stoney  Creek,  N.  C. 

Charleston  Baptist  Association,  S.  C. 

Presbytery  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Presbytery  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Presbytery  of  Athens,  Ohio. 

Presbytery  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y, 

New  England  Methodist  Conference . 

Presbytery  of  North  River,  N.  Y. 

Presbytery  of  Columbia,  N.  Y, 

Presbytery  of  Grand  River. 

Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  Del, 

Presbytery  of  West  Lexington. 

Cayuga  Presbytery,  N.  Y. 

Oiwego  Presbytery,  N.  Y. 

Deerfield  Conference  of  Congregational  Churches,  N.  H. 

Consociation  of  Windham  County,  Conn. 

Baptist  Convention,  Ohio. 

Franklin  County  Association,  Mass. 

York  Conference  of  Churches. 

Presbytery  of  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Churches  of  North  Killingwortb,  Conn. 

Middlesex  Association,  Conn. 

Caledonia  Association,  N.  H. 

Fairfield  East  Association  of  Ministers,  Conn. 

Conference  of  Churches  at  Epping,  N.   H.  Rockingham  Co.     Composed  of 

Brentwood,  Rochester,  Exeter,  Hampton,  Stratham,  and  New  Market. 
Church  at  New  Market,  Lamprey  River,  N«  H. 
Baptist  Association  of  Vermont. 
1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Savannah,  Geo. 
Congregational  Church,  North  Yarmouth,  Me.  200  members. 

A  List  of  Medical  Societies  which  have  passed  Resolutions  in  accor- 
dance with  the  views  and  objects  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety. 

Medical  Society,  N.  H. 
Medical  Association  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Connecticut  Medical  Society. 
Medical  Society  of  New  York. 
Medical  Society  of  Vermont. 
Fairfield  County  Medical  Society,  Conn. 
Watertown  Medical  Society,  Conn. 
Ontario  County  Medical  Society,  N.  Y. 
Eighteenth  Medical  District  of  Ohio. 


«  It  i«  proper  to  iUt«  that  Um  dat«s  of  ratoloiioos,  noted  in  this  and  the  foUowiaf  lkl%  SMW  ^ 
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A  List  of  Military  Bodies  which  have  passed  resolutions  in  accordance 
with  the  views  and  objects  of  the  American  Temperance  Society. 

IVasbiug^too  Artillery  Cooipany,  Vt. 

Monroe  Rifle  Company,  Ludlow  and  Cavendish,  Vt.  Voted  the  expense  of 
treating  to  the  Greeks. 

A  Militia  Company,  Newton,  Mass. 

A  Rifle  Company,  Portland,  Me.  Sustained  a  hard  senrice  without  ardent 
spirits. 

A  Light  Infantry  Company,  Dan  vers,  Mass. 

A  Militia  Company,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

^ndwich  Rifle  Company,  Barnstable  County,  Mass. 

At  a  Military  Election  of  Officers  for  the  Regiment,  Newbury,  Essex  Co.  Mass. 

Two  Militia  Companies,  Bridge  water,  Mass.  Voted  out  ardent  spirits  at  all 
future  meetings. 

A  Militia  Company,  Peacham,  Vt. 

A  Militia  Company,  Newton,  Mass.  ardent  spirits  entirely  abandoned. 

Militia  Companies,  Thetford  and  Fairlee,  Vt. 

Election  of  Officers  for  a  Regiment,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  ardent  spirits  banished 
forever. 

A  Rifle  Company,  Portland,  Me. 

Twenty  fifth  Regimt^ut  Infantry,  Conn.  General  order  to  abstain  from  ar- 
dent spirits  on  days  of  Exercise  and  Review. 

A  Militia  Company,  Hadley,  Mass. 

Twenty  first  Regiment ;  officers  voted  to  dispense  with  ardent  spirits  on  pub- 
lic days. 

Compat.y  of  Grenadier?,  Wayne  Co.  N.  Y.  Voted  out  ardent  spirits  in  future. 

A  Militia  Company,  W  allingford,  Vt.  Voted  out  ardent  spirits  in  future. 

Governor's  Foot  Guards,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Five  Militia  Companies,  N.  Y.  Mentioned  in  Mr.  AxtelPs  Report  as  having 
entirely  voted  out  Ardent  Spirits  on  Military  days. 

Two  Companies,  Farmington,  Ct. 

Merchants  who  have  abandoned  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  altogether. 

In  the  towns  of  Derry,  N.  H.  ;  Williamstown,  Mass. ;  Ashtabula,  Ohio ; 
Hard  wick,  Vt. ;  Greensborough,  Vt. ;  Catliu,  N.  Y. ;  all  the  merchants  have 
renounced  sale  entirely.  In  Northampton,  Mass.  one  ;  Western  Counties  of 
New  York,  twenty  five  ;  of  which  five  are  in  Geneva;  Prospect,  Conn.,  two  ; 
Durham,  Conn.,  two ;  Thetford,  Vt.,  one ;  Amherst,  Mass.,  one ;  New  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.,  two  ;  Springfield,  Mass.,  several  ;  Fairfield,  Conn.,  three ;  Wil- 
ton, Conn,  two ;  Reading,  Conn.,  one  ;  Bridgeport,  Ct.,  one  ;  Norwich  city. 
Conn.,  one  ;  New  York  city,  a  number;  Troy,  N.  Y.,  four;  Vergennes,  Vt., 
one  ;  Great  Harrington,  Mass.,  two  ;  Newark,  and  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  several ; 
North  Stonington,  Conn.,  eleven  ;  East  Machias,  Me.  ;  a  merchant  writing  to 
Editor  of  Boston  Recorder,  signed  '^.  W.  A  large  and  respectable  meeting  of 
merchants,  in  Caledonia  County,  Vt.  voted  to  refrain  from  use. 

Taverns  without  a  Bar, 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  two ;  Lockport,  N.  Y.  one. 

Fire  Companies  which  have  renounced  use. 
In  Portland,  Me.,  two ;  in  Brooklyn,  L.  I.  one. 

Distilleries  stopped^from  principle. 
In  the  State  of  New  York,  four. 

In  two  ship  yards,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  in  which  are  employed 
140  men,  tiie  use  of  ardent  spirit  has  been  discontinued. 


FORM   or   A   CONSTITUTION 

FOR  AN  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 


The  following  form  of  Constitution  for  an  Auziliary  Society^ 
9r  Association^  has  been  generally  adopted. 

Art.  1.   This  Society  shall   be  called  "The Temperance 

Society,"  auxiliary  to  the  American  Temperance  Society. 

Art.  2.  Any  person  subscribing  this  Constitution  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society. 

Art.  3.  The  members  of  this  Society,  believing  that  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  is,  tor  persons  in  health,  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
hurtful ;  and  that  the  practice  is  the  cause  of  forming  intemperate 
appetites  and  habits ;  and  that  while  it  is  continued,  the  evils  of  in- 
temperance can  never  be  prevented,  do  therefore  agree,  that  we  will 
abstain  from  the  use  of  distilled  spirits,  except  as  a  medicine  in  case 
of  bodily  infirmity  ;  that  we  will  not  allow  the  use  of  them  in  our  fam- 
ilies, nor  provide  them  for  the  entertainment  of  our  friends,  or  for 
persons  in  our  employment ;  and  that  in  all  suitable  ways,  we  will 
discountenance  the  use  of  them  in  the  community. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  vice  Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Auditor  ;  to  be  chosen  at  each  an- 
nua] meeting  of  the  Society;  and  who  shall  perform  the  duties  custo- 
marily assigned  to  such  officers. 

Art.  5.  The  officers  of  the  Society,  in  their  associated  capacity, 
together  with  such  a  number  of  other  members  as  circumstances  shall 
require,  duly  appointed,  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee,  to 
carry  into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  to  devise  and  re- 
commend the  best  means  for  accomplishing  its  benevolent  designs  ;  to 
propose,  from  time  to  time,  measures  necessary  for  raising  funds ;  and 
in  general,  to  perform  all  other  duties,  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
ples of  this  constitution,  which  they  shall  deem  necessary,  for  promot- 
ing habits  of  temperance  to  the  greatest  extent.  They  shall  make  an 
annual  report  to  this  Society,  of  their  proceedings  ;  and  through  the 
Secretary,  shall  transmit,  annually,  to  the  Parent  Society,  an  account 
of  the  state,  measures,  success,  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  Aux- 
iliary. 

Art.  6.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually,  on  the day  of ; 

and  at  such  other  times  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

N.  B.  It  is  found  to  be  of  important  advantage  to  have  an  address  delivered 
at  the  annual  meetings  of  a  Society,  in  connexion  with  the  public  reading  of 
the  Report ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committees  of 
Auxiliaries,  that  by  these  and  other  measure;',  such  as  may  be  proper,  ihty 
eodcavour  to  render  the  annual  meeting^s  interesting:,  and  effective  in  their  im- 
preisiont  upon  the  minds  of  the  community. 
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The  ExEcuTiYE  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, deeming  it  important  that  a  publication  should  be  commenced 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Society,  and  for  the  promotion  of  its  partic- 
ular objects,  issue  the  following  Prospectus  of  a  weekly  Paper,  to  be 
entitled,  the 

JOURNAL.  OF  HUJMEANITY, 

AND 

HERALD  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY. 


Our  nation  is  making  the  only  experiment  which  has  ever  been 
made  on  an  extensive  scale,  whether  civil  freedom  and  equal  rights 
can  be  permanently  enjoyed,  under  a  form  of  government  strictly  re- 
publican. It  is  an  experiment  of  inexpressible  interest  to  the  cause 
of  humanity,  and  of  a  joyful  or  fearful  aspect,  according  to  the  light 
in  which  it  is  contemplated.  When  we  compare  the  civil,  social,  and 
religious  state  of  our  community  with  that  of  other  nations ;  we  find 
many  things  which  would  lead  us  to  regard  the  great  experiment  we 
are  making  in  a  cheering  light.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we  cast 
our  eyes  over  the  land,  and  survey  the  vices  which  abound  ;  we  can- 
not but  have  fearful  forebodings  as  to  the  result.  For  all  judicious 
statesmen  and  hiistorians,  and  all  reflecting  men  are  united  in  the 
opinion,  that  a  republic  can  be  preserved  and  become  permanent^  only 
bt/  the  intelli^tnce  and  virtue  of  its  citizens.  This  truth  is  recorded  on 
the  melancholy  monuments  of  those  republics,  which  have  risen  with 
a  fair  and  cheering  light,  but  have  speedily  been  eclipsed,  or  sunk  for- 
ever in  total  darkness.  The  causes  of  such  a  catastrophe  have  always 
been  found  in  the  corruption  hnd  moral  degradation  of  the  people. 

Every  enlightened  Christian,  and  every  man  of  sober  considera- 
tion, who  is  acquainted  with  the  state  of  our  country,  must  look  for 
great  and  fatal  evils  at  some  future  period,  unless  a  check  can  be  giv- 
en to  some  of  the  vices  which  are  spreading  so  widely  among  our  ci- 
tizens. 

Should  we  specify  one  particular  vice,  which  seems  to  us  most  pre- 
volenti  most  threatening f  and  most  ruinous  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
men ;  we  should  say,  it  is  intemperance. 

The  prevalence  of  this  vice  is  very  evident  from  general  observa- 
tion, and  from  the  enormous  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  actually 
consumed  within  these  United  States ;  which  is  computed  from  the 
best  authorities  to  be  not  less  than  fifty  six  millions  of  gallons  a  year. 
Foreigners,  who  have  visited  our  shores,  have  been  witnesses  of  this 
predominant  vice  ;  and  have  returned  to  the  old  world,  and  publish- 
ed, to  our  disgrace,  that  we  are  a  nation  of  drunkards.  Though 
this  statement  is  indeed  exaggerated  and  injurious  ;  yet  do  not  existing 
facts  evince,  that  there  is  much  ground  for  a  very  reproachful  imputa- 
tion against  our  national  character  ? 

This  wide-spread  intemperance  is  an  evil  of  a  most  threatening 
nature,  and  opens  very  gloomy  prospects  before  us.  It  is,  in  itself,  a 
deadly  enemy  to  the  happiness  of  society.  What  is  said  of  the  tongue, 
may  truly  be  said  of  spirituous  liquor ;  "  It  seta  on  fire  the  course  of 
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nature.''  Anger,  revenge,  ambition,  envy,  sensuality,  and  all  the 
irregular  passions  of  men  are  inflamed  by  strong  driuk.  Private  feuds 
and  contests,  duelling  and  murder,  are  not  the  only  evils  which  it 
has  produced.  Its  effects  have  been  seen  in  our  publications ;  in  our 
courts  of  justice;  in  our  halls  of  legislation  ;  in  our  churches;  and, 
(must  we  say  it  ?) — in  our  pulpits  loo.  This  vice  has  pervaded  all 
ranks,  sparing  neither  stati9n,  age,  nor  sex.  It  has  shown  itself  in  the 
man  of  high  intellectual  culture,  of  polished  manners,  of  graceful  and 
winning  deportment.  Even  the  female  character  has  not  unfrequently 
become  its  victim.  And  from  these  higher  ranks  it  has  descended 
through  all  classes,  down  to  the  lowest  scavenger  of  our  streets,  and 
the  inmates  of  the  dwellings  of  perdition. 

Who  needs  to  be  told  that  intemperance  is  ruinous  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  individuals,  and  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  fam- 
ilies? And  that  it  brings  awful  peril  upon  the  soul,  is  evident  from 
the  declaration  of  eternal  truth,  that  "  drunkards  shall  not  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God.'* 

It  is  then  an  inquiry,  in  which  every  well  wisher  to  his  country 
must  feel  a  deep  interest,  whether  there  is  any  remedy  for  this  des" 
olaiing  evil 

Shall  a  remedy  be  sought  in  legislative  interference  ?  Shall  the 
importation  and  distillation  of  spirituous  liquor  be  prohibited  by  law  ? 
Or  shall  duties  to  such  an  amount  be  laid  upon  it,  as  will  render  it 
impracticable  for  common  people  to  procure  it  ?  In  theory,  this  might 
seem  to  promise  a  happy  result;  but  in  practice,  it  would  undoubted- 
ly fiiil  of  success,  and  might  prove  very  mischievous. 

The  remedy,  and  the  only  effectual  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
reason,  the  moral  sense,  and  the  piety  of  the  community.  Of  this  the 
Executive  Committee  and  the  Agents  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society  have  from  the  beginning  been  fully  persuaded.  And  all  the 
e^rts  which  they  have  made,  efforts  which  have  been  crowned  with 
Mich  unexpected  and  animating  success,  have  consisted  in  earnest,  af- 
fectionate appeals  to  the  understanding,  conscience,  and  piety  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

In  pursuance  of  the  same  measures  for  accomplishing  the  great 
object  of  the  Society,  and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  great  mul- 
titudes in  different  and  distant  parts  of  the  country,  the  Executive 
Committee  have  at  length  concluded  to  publish  a  weekly  Journal, 
with  the  title  which  is  presented  at  the  head  of  this  Prospectus. 

The  Journal  of  Humanity  is  intended  to  be  a  vehicle  of  intel- 
ligence respecting  all  the  Temperance  Societies  in  our  country.  It 
will  lay  before  the  public  the  plans,  and  methods  of  operation,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Parent  Society,  and  by  others.  It  will  contain  communi- 
cations  adapted  to  general  utility,  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and 
Reviews  of  well  written  books  and  pamphlets  relative  to  the  same 
tobject.  It  will  also  pay  particular  attention  to  the  subject  o(  pau' 
perism  and  of  prison  discipline.  In  short,  this  Journal  will  make  the 
public  acquainted  with  all  facts,  suitable  for  publication,  and  adapted 
to  promote  the  success  of  the  cause  of  humanity. 

This  Paper  will  not  only  oppose  intemperance  in  the  use  of  s^^iriU 
00118  liquors,  and  in  all  its  other  forms,  but  will  aim  to  au^^ieoia 
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kindred  vices.  As  its  title  imports,  its  object  will  be  to  advance  the 
cause  of  humanity^  in  the  largest  sense ;  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
and  woes  of  man,  and  to  promote  his  domestic,  social,  and  civil  wel- 
fare. It  is  proper  to  say  explicitly,  that  neither  religious  uor  political 
controversy  is  any  part  of  the  object  of  this  Paper.  Whatever  reli- 
gious principles  are  introduced,  will  be  such  as  are  directly  adapted  to 
promote  Christian  Morals,  and  such  as  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  who  fear  God,  and  reverence  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

This  Journal  will  contain  summary  accounts  of  interesting  events 
in  the  moral,  religious,  and  political  world  ;  and  will  notice  whatever 
relates  to  improvements  in  useful  arts,  and  especially  in  the  education 
of  children  and  youth. 

Finally  ;  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  the 
Journal  of  Humanity  shall  be  enriched  by  the  most  important  in- 
formation which  can  be  derived  from  foreign  Journals  of  various 
kinds,  and  in  the  different  languages  of  Europe, — that  information 
esp)ecially  which  relates  to  the  cause  of  benevolence,  humanity,  letters, 
and  civil  society.  And  with  special  reference  to  this  department,  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  add  an  assistant  Editor  as  soon 
as  the  prospects  of  the  Journal  will  justify  the  measure.  It  is  hoped 
that,  in  this  way,  the  Journal  will  ultimately  secure  a  patronage  wide- 
ly extended,  and  extended  among  the  reading  and  intelligent  classes 
of  the  community. 

This  publication  is  not  in  any  degree  a  matter  of  personal  interest 
or  gain.  The  avails  of  it  will  be  applied  faithfully  and  exclusively  to 
promote  the  benevolent  object  of  the  American  Temperance  Society, 
as  set  forth  in  its  constitution. 

It  would  be  a  subject  of  sincere  regret  with  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  this  publication,  if  it  should  interfere  with  the  circulation 
of  any  of  the  useful  and  excellent  papers,  already  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  temperance  and  humanity.  But  a  regard  to  the  judgement  and 
wishes  of  wise  and  good  men  in  different  portions  of  our  country,  and 
to  the  paramount  importance  of  the  object  of  the  Society,  has  prevail- 
ed over  all  personal  considerations. 

The  Committee  indulge  the  hope  that  the  designs  and  arrange- 
ments mentioned  above,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  will  be  carried  into  speedy  execution.  If  this  country  is  to 
be  saved  from  ruin,  it  is  high  time  for  those  who  love  its  precious 
interests,  to  awake  to  vigorous,  united,  and  persevering  exertion. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Tempe- 
rance Society,  and  with  their  concurrence, 

EDWARD  W.  HOOKER, 

Editor ,  and  Associate  General  Agent. 

Note.    A  more  particular  developement  of  the  plan  and  principles  of  the  Journal  will  be  given 
in  the  first  Number. 

Andover,  Mass,  March  16,  1829. 


OONDXTZONS. 

The  Journal  will  be  publifhed  on  Wedn«aday  of  each  week,  at  Andorer,  Maai.,  from  the  offic« 
of  FltLgg  &.  Gould,  in  a  style  such  as  shall  commend  itself  to  good  taste ;  price  $  S,00  a  year, 
in  advance,  i.  e.  if  paid  within  two  months  ;  $  3,50  if  not  paid  before  the  end  of  the  year  ;  $  3,00 
if  not  paid  till  after  the  eloee  of  the  year.  It  ii  contemplated  to  iaeae  the  first  Number  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Wednesday  in  Jone. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


Preamble.  Whereat  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liqoora  haa  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable  magnitude  both  as  to  th« 
temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  individuals,  families,  and  communities ;  and 
whereaj  the  prevalence  of  this  vice  has  such  a  fatal  efficacy  in  hindering  the  sue* 
teas  of  all  the  common  means  which  God  has  appointed  for  the  moral  and  relig- 
ions improvement  of  men  ;  and  whereas  the  various  measures  which  the  friends 
of  Chriatian  morality  have  adopted,  though  not  altogether  unsuccessful,  have 
been  found  quite  insufficient  to  give  any  effectual  and  permanent  check  to  thia 
deeolating  evil ;  and  whereas  some  more  vigorous  means  arc  evidently  required, 
— some  system  of  instruction  and  action,  which  will  make  a  steady  and  powerlUl 
impression  on  the  present  and  following  generations,  and  will  in  this  way  nlti- 
malely  effisct  a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regard  to  tlie  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  intemperance, 
which  has  already  caused  such  desolations  in  every  port  of  our  country,  and 
which  threatens  destruction  to  the  best  interests  of  this  growing  and  mighty  Re- 
public ; — therefore  the  friends  of  domestic  and  social  happiness,  now  present^ 
wishing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men,  re- 
solve to  form  a  society,  with  the  following  constitution  ;  namely  : 

Article  I.  The  Society  shall  be  called,  Thk  American  Society  for  the 
PaoMOTioir  OF  Temperance. 

Art.  II.  The  Society,  at  its  commencement,  shall  consist  of  members  elected 
by  this  meeting. 

Art.  III.  The  Society  shall  from  time  to  time,  elect  additional  members,  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient ;  always  keeping  in  mind  that  elections  are  so  to  be 
made,  as  shall  best  accord  with  the  design  of  rendering  this  a  national  institu- 
tion, and  giving  it  the  most  extensive  influence  possible. 

Art.  IV.  Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shall  pay,  not  less  than  thirty 
dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  honorary  member  thereof; 
and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay,  not  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  President  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Trea- 
surer, Auditor,  an  Executive  Committee  of  five  members,  and  such  other  officers 
as  shall  in  their  opinion  be  nocefsary. 

Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  general  superinten- 
dence of  all  the  concerns  of  tlie  institution,  and  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued 
for  promoting  its  object. 

Art.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  of  the  Vies 
President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  to  call  special  meetings 
at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  carry  into  t^ 
feci  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to  take  proper  measurss  fbr  iMtiaimg      ^ 


4  CONSTITUTION  Or  THE  SOCIETY. 

the  funds  necessary  for  acoomplishingr  its  benevolent  designs ;  to  appoint  agents 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the  great 
object  of  the  Society ;  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all 
monies,  which  shall  be  expended  in  this  work  of  love  ;  to  inspect  annually  the 
state  of  the  Treasury ;  and  in  general,  to  perform  all  other  duties,  not  inconsis- 
tent with  this  Constitution,  which  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  promoting  hab- 
its of  temperance  to  the  greatest  extent.  Of  their  proceedings  they  shall  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  Society. 

Art.  IX.  The  Secretary  shall  bo  required  to  devote  himself  with  diligence 
and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society.  And  in  execution  of  his  office,  it 
shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  make  ap- 
propriate communications,  by  pamphlets,  correspondence,  and  personal  inter- 
views, to  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  physicians,  and  others,  and  to  consult  and 
cooperate  with  tbom  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  those  under  their  influence 
against  the  evils  of  intemperance  ;  to  take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  make 
a  seasonable  and  salutary  impression  in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  those  who  are 
favoured  with  a  public  and  refined  education,  and  are  destined  in  various  ways 
to  have  a  leading  influence  in  Society  ;  to  make  it  a  serious  object  to  introduce 
into  the  publications  of  the  day,  essays  and  addresses  on  the  subject  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  and  to  induce  teachers  and  those  concerned  in  the  support  of  schools, 
to  labor  diligently  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  young  with  the  alarming  and 
dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed  who  indulge  themselves  in  the  use  of 
strong  drink  ;  to  make  oflectionato  and  earnest  addresses  to  ChrisUan  Churches, 
to  parents  and  guardians,  to  children,  apprentices,  and  servants,  and  all  other  de- 
scriptions of  persons,  and  to  set  clearly  before  them  the  effect  of  spirituous  liquors 
on  health,  on  reputation,  and  on  all  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men, 
and  to  urge  them  by  the  most  weighty  arguments,  drawn  from  the  present  and 
the  future  world,  to  keep  tliemselvcs  at  a  distance  from  tliis  insidious  and  des- 
tructive foe  ;  to  do  wluitrver  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards  the  forming  of 
voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  ends  of  this  Society  ;  and 
in  general,  to  labor,  by  all  suitable  means,  and  in  reliance  upon  the  divine  bless- 
ing, to  fix  the  eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on  the 
magnitude  of  the  evil  which  this  Society  aims  to  prevent,  and  on  the  immeasur- 
able good  which  it  aims  to  secure,  and  to  produce  such  a  change  of  public  senti- 
ment, and  such  a  renovation  of  the  habits  of  individuals  and  the  customs  of  the 
community,  that  in  the  end,  temperance  with  all  its  attendant  blessings  may  wii- 
versally  prmaU. 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary  and  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  principle  to  regulate  their  measures, 
thst  while  they  are  to  make  use  perseveringly  of  all  fit  and  promising  means  for 
the  reformation  of  those  who  have  already  in  different  degrees,  contracted  habits 
of  intemperance  ;  the  utility  of  the  Institution  must  chiefiy  consist  in  guarding 
again.Ht  danger  those  who  are  yet  uncontaminatod  by  this  loathsome  and  fatal 
vice. 


PROCEEDINGS 

or   THE 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY 

FOR  THE 

PROMOTION  OF  TEMPERANCE- 


7%e  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Tempekance 
Society  was  holden^  according  to  appoinimenty  at  the  House  of  the 
American  Tract  Society  in  the  City  ofJVew  York,  Dec.  30,  IB29. 
The  President  being  absent^ 

S.  V.  8.  WILDER,  Esq. 

was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Rev.  J.  Edwards,  d.  d.  tvas  chosen 
Secretary, 

The  Throne  of  Grace  was  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spring  ;. 
qfier  which  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Hon.  MARCUS  MORTON,  President, 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  Vice  President. 

Honorary  Vice  Presidents. 

WILLIAM  BARTLET,  Esq.  Newhuryport,  Mass. 

WILLIAM  P.  GREEN,  Esq.  Noncich,  Conn. 

HENRY  HOMES,  Esq.  Boston,  Mass. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD, 

EDMUND  MUNROE, 

JOHN  C.  PROCTOR, 

WILLIAM  ROPES,  Esq.    " 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN,  New  York  city. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq.  Bolton,  Mass. 
Ret.  LEONARD  WOODS,  d.  d.  Andover,  Mass. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  Treasurer. 
HENRY  HILL,  Esq.  Auditor. 

Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS,  D.  D. 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  D.  D. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 
Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq. 
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TTie  follomng  gentlemen  xcere  then  elected  Members  of  the  Society, 

EDWARD  C.  DELAVAN,  JOHN  T.  NORTON,  and  How.  REUBEN 
H.  WALWORTH,  Albant.  MOSES  ALLEN,  THOMAS  COCK,m.  d.  Riv. 
AUSTIN  DICKINSON,  RICHARD  T.  HAINES,  Rzv.  JOSHUA  LEAVITT, 
ELEAZER  LORD,  Esq.  JOHN  NITCHIE,  Esq.  JAMES  PHELPS,  m.  d. 
Hon.  smith  THOMPSON,  THOMAS  STOKES,  aud  JOHN  WATTS,  J». 
M.  D.  New  York  city.  Rev.  CHARLES  P.  M'lLVAINE,  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 
WILLUM  JAY,  Esq.  Bedford,  N.  Y.  Rev.  W.  T.  HAMILTON,  Newark, 
N.  J.  JAMES  BREWSTER,  New  Haven,  and  Rev.  JOHN  MARSH,  Hai>. 
DAM,  Conn.     Rev.  EDWARD  W.  HOOKER,  Andover,  Mass. 

The  Society  then  voted  to  hold  an  adjourned  meeting  in  Boston, 
the  2d  Wednesday  in  Feb,  1830,  to  attend  to  unfinished  business. 

At  7  6*dock^  p.  M.  according  to  previous  arrangementj  a  public 
Meeting  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  The  meeting  toas  opened 
tpith  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Murrat,  and  the  Rev.  Edward 
W.  Hooker,  read  the  Annual  Report, 

The  following  Resolutions  were  then  adopted: 

On  a  motion  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cox,  of^ew  Yorkj  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hillter,  ofJSTew  Jersey ^ 

RESOLVED, — That  the  Report  now  read  be  accepted,  and  printed  vnder  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  a  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Milnor,  of  JVew  York^  seconded  by 
Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  ofJVew  Yorl:, 

RESOLVED, — That  while  the  good  already  accomplished  by  meant  of  Tem^ 
perance  Societies  calls  for  devont  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  it  shews  the  impor- 
tance of  extending  these  voluntary  Associations,  till  a  general  union  shall  be  ac- 
complished of  the  friends  of  Temperance  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  a  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Massachusetts,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  of  New  York, 

RESOLVED, — That  as  the  use  of  distilled  liquors  is  injurious  to  the  social,, 
civil,  and  religious  interests  of  man,  the  traffic  in  them,  as  an  article  of  luxury  or 
living,  ought  to  be  abandoned,  especially  by  every  Christian,  throughoQt  the 
world. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cox,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milnor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leavitt, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards  accompanied  their  motions  with  ad- 
dresses. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, respectfully  present  their  Third  Annual  Report  of  their  pro- 
caedingSi  and  a  brief  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  Temperance 
Reformation.  They  do  this,  offering  their  tribute  of  gratitude  to 
God,  that  he  permits  them  to  record  so  much  that  is  encouraging, 
to  the  patriot,  the  philanthropist,  and  the  Christian. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  year,  your  Committee  were 
convinced  that  prompt  measures  must  be  taken  to  secure  advantag- 
es gained,  and  to  urge  on  the  reformation.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel 
HcwiT  was  still  in  appointment  and  active  service,  as  General 
Agent  of  the  Society  ;  yet,  looking  at  the  favorable  attitude  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  and  the  many  other  circumstances  which  favored  ef- 
ibrt,  they  felt  that  it  became  them  to  enlarge  their  plan  of  ope- 
rations. 

Establishment  of  a  Paper. 

The  press,  as  well  as  the  pulpit  and  the  hall  of  public  debate^ 
being  an  important  means  to  be  employed,  they  appointed  an  Edi- 
tor and  Associate  General  Agent,  and  established  a  weekly  paper, 
to  be  devoted  to  the  objects  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  ; 
the  publication  of  which  was  commenced  on  the  27th  of  May.  It 
Ins  a  scattered  circulation  in  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in 
the  Union ;  and  among  various  religious  denominations  is  cordially 
received.  It  has  been  publicly  recommended  to  the  patronage  of 
the  friends  of  temperance,  by  several  Auxiliary  Societies  and  eccle- 
liastical  bodies ;  and  could  it  be  extensively  circulated,  it  would  ac- 
complish immense  good.  It  wants,  and  must  have,  a  more  extend- 
ed patronage.  Some  of  the  ablest  writers  in  our  country,  in  the 
departments  of  medicine,  jurisprudence,  and  morals,  have  been, 
and  we  hope  will  continue  to  be,  contributors  to  its  columns.  It 
was  judged  expedient  tliat  the  Journal  should  not  be  confined  to 
the  promotion  of  temperance.     The  wakefulness  of  the  public  mind 
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to  this,  as  a  prominent  subject,  it  was  conceived,  might  be  turned  to 
important  account,  by  presenting  also  various  kindred  branches  of 
morals,  and  advocating  plans  of  benevolence  allied  to  this. 

Agents. 

It  was  considered  necessary,  also,  to  enlarge  the  number  of 
Agents.  Your  Committee  have  therefore  re-appointed  to  a  Gene- 
ral Agency,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards  ;  who  has  been  since  his  ap- 
pointment employed  in  different  parts  of  the  country.*  They  also 
appointed  on  temporary  agencies.  Rev.  Asa  Mead,  in  Maine  ;  Rev. 
Andrew  Rankin,  in  New  Hampshire ;  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton,  in 
Vermont ;  one  or  two  gentlemen  on  short  agencies,  in  each  of  the 
counties  in  Massachusetts ;  Rev.  Mr.  Waterman,  in  Rhode  Island ; 
Rev. Talcott  Bates,  in  Connecticut;  Rev.  Calvin  N.Ransom, in  Ohio; 
and  Rev.  Calvin  Butler,  in  Illinois.  Three  of  these  gentlemen  were 
prevented  from  entering  upon  the  business  of  agency  ;  also  several 
of  those  appointed  for  the  counties  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Bates 
completed  the  term  of  his  engagement ;  also  six  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  in  the  counties  of  Massachusetts,  viz.  Rev.  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Woodbury,  Mann,  Shepard,  Clarke,  Coggin,  and  Bond. 
Your  Committee,  for  want  of  means,  were  unable  to  continue  the 
agencies  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mead,  Morton,  and  Rankin.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Hewit,  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards,  and  the  Editor  of  the  *' Jour- 
nal of  Humanity  and  Herald  of  the  American  Temperance  Socie- 
ty," are  the  only  gentlemen  at  present  in  your  service. 

The  reports  which  your  Agents  have  given  of  their  reception, 
and  of  the  progress  of  temperance  in  their  respective  fields  of  la- 
bor, are  highly  encouraging.  They  have  uniformly  found  access  to 
the  pulpits  of  the  clergy  of  different  denominations ;  have  met  with 
large  and  attentive  assemblies ;  have  had  the  countenance  of  influ- 
ential and  respectable  men,  and  of  the  friends  of  good  order  gene- 
rally ;  and  have  in  many  instances  seen  almost  immediate  proofs 
that  their  efforts  have  not  been  made  in  vain.  They  have  been 
encouraged  in  making  the  most  full  and  decided  exhibition  of  what- 
ever could  arouse  the  consciences,  convince  the  understandings,  or 
affect  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  they  have  spoken.     Extracts 

-----  ^ 

*  The  roflults  of  his  agency  will  be  giyen  in  the  next  Report. 
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from  the  reports  of  most  of  the  Agents  are  already  before  this  So- 
ciety and  the  public,  through  the  medium  of  the  press. 

Auxiliary  and  other  Agents. 

But  the  fields  of  agency  have  not  been  occupied  alone  under 
commissions  from  this  Society.  The  Auxiliary  Temperance  Soci- 
ety of  Connecticut  have  had  in  active  service  their  Secretary,  Rev. 
Mr.  Marsh ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Crosby,  Daniel  Frost,  Esq.  and  others, 
have  been  in  employment,  we  believe,  by  County  Societies ;  and 
the  cause  has  been  essentially  promoted  by  each  of  these  gentle- 
men. The  Auxiliary  Temperance  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  have  also  in  their  service  the  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Axtell,  who  was 
in  commission  from  this  Society  some  portion  of  the  last  year,  and 
whose  qualifications  and  success,  heretofore,  give  reason  to  expect 
that  much  will  be  done  for  the  cause  in  that  State.  The  enterpris- 
ing Executive  Committee  of  that  Auxiliary  have  undertaken  to  form 
a  Temperance  Society  in  every  county  and  town  in  the  State ;  and 
their  movements  and  those  of  their  Agent  give  promise,  that  the  ob- 
ject wiH  be  accomplished  at  no  very  dbtant  period.  Rev.  Messrs. 
Beman^  Searle,  Woodbridge,  and  others,  have  also  rendered  impor- 
tant vduntary  aid,  in  this  State.  The  "  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
discouraging  the  use  of  Ardent  Spirit,"  have  employed,  in  several 
counties,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reese ;  and  we  believe  are  still  supporting 
an  Agent  for  that  State. — Rev.  Messrs.  Clopton,  of  Virginia ;  Con- 
nor, of  Georgia ;  Strange,  of  Indiana  ;  Ashbridge,  of  Alabama ;  and 
others  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  have  been  employed 
either  in  voluntary  agencies,  or  in  the  service  of  active  Societies. 

Calls  for  Agency  Labors. 

Applications  for  the  services  of  your  General  and  State  Agents 
have  been  far  more  numerous  than  they  could  meet ;  and  your  Com- 
mittee could  have  given  constant  and  most  useful  employment  to 
many  more  Agents,  had  the  state  of  die  Society's  treasury  permit- 
ted. It  is  uncommonly  easy  to  get  large  assemblies  together  to  at- 
tend to  the  subject  of  temperance.  There  is,  in  the  considerate 
portion  of  the  community,  a  hearing  ear,  a  wakeful  mind,  and  a 
smeeptibility  of  feeling  manifested,  which  it  is  truly  pleasant  to  see, 

and  desirable  to  meet ;  and  which  have  made  us  feel,  the 
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deeply^  our  embarrassments  for  the  want  of  means.  The  thirst  for 
information,  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  has  not  been  surpassed 
by  that  shown  on  any  subject  which  has  ever  come  before  the 
American  public. 

Increase  of  the  number  of  Societies. 

In  noticing  the  evidences  of  the  progress  of  temperance,  we  are 
able  to  report  a  large  increase  of  the  number  of  Societies.  The 
Second  Annual  Report  shewed  four  State  Societies,  in  addition  to 
the  '^  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance," 
and  the  "  Pennsylvania  Society  for  Discouraging  the  Use  of  Ar- 
dent Spirit."  There  are  now  eleven  ;  and  in  three  other  States 
arrangements  are  in  progress  for  forming  Societies  the  present  win- 
ter. The  Second  Annual  Report  gave  a  list  of  222  county,  town, 
and  other  Societies,  whose  tides  and  locations  were  known.  So  far 
as  our  information  extends,  there  are  now  more  than  1000;  shew- 
ing an  increase  of  about  800  the  past  year.  That  these  are  by  no 
means  all,  however,  which  exist  in  the  country,  we  infer  from  the 
fact  that  some  of  our  correspondents  speak  of  Societies  formed  or 
forming,  in  their  respective  vicinities,  additional  to  their  own,  which 
they  do  not  regularly  report,  and  of  whose  names  and  location  we 
are  not  yet  informed.  Occasionally,  also,  we  hear  of  Societies,  of 
some  months'  or  of  a  year's  standing,  or  more ;  and  we  suppose 
there  are  others.  In  truth,  respecting  the  number  of  Societies,  as 
on  the  amount  of  facts  shewing  the  advance  of  the  reformation,  your 
Committee  believe  there  remains  much  yet  to  be  known. 

The  Societies  of  which  we  have  heard,  are  distributed  as  fol- 
lows :  Maine,  62  ;  New  Hampshire,  46 ;  Vermont,  56  ;  Massachu- 
setts, 169;  Rhode  Island,  3;  Connecticut,  133;  New  York,  300; 
New  Jersey,  21 ;  Pennsylvania,  53;  Delaware,  1  ;  Maryland,  6; 
Virginia,  52;  North  Carolina,  15;  South  Carolina,  10;  Georgia, 
14 ;  Alabama,  8  ;  Ohio,  30;  Kentucky,  9  ;  Tennessee,  5;  Mis- 
sissippi, 4;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  1  ;  Michigan,  3;  Missouri,  1. 

JSTumber  of  Members  in  Societies ^  Principle,  fyc. 

The  exact  number  of  members  in  these  Societies  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  give.  Nearly  half  of  them  have  not  reported  their  numbers* 
A  statement  of  the  aggregate,  as  gathered  from  the  correspondence 
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of  those  Societies  which  have  reported  their  numbers,  would  not  do 
justice  to  the  real  state  of  their  temperance  rolls,  at  the  present 
time  ;  for  the  increase  of  a  month,  in  a  single  society,  is  often  an 
increase  by  50,  100,  or  more;  and  the  increase  in  a  county  has 
sometimes  been  1000,  within  that  or  a  shorter  period.  Your  Com- 
mittee believe  that  accurate  returns  from  all  the  Temperance  Socie- 
ties in  the  country  would  show,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  100,000 
signatures  to  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence.  But  in  the  uncer- 
tainty whether  it  would  be  more  or  less.  Divine  Providence  seems 
to  forbid  us  to  boast  in  numbers^  and  to  encourage  us,  at  the  same 
time,  to  urge  on  the  reformation ;  and  to  look  for  the  amount^  in  the 
census  of  our  nation. 

The  Societies  are  formed  on  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence ; 
are  composed  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  and  of  both  sexes ;  are  ac- 
tive in  promoting  the  reformation,  in  various  ways ;  and  their  influ- 
ence is  powerful  and  increasing.  Females  are  associated  with  their 
husbands,  fathers,  and  brothers,  in  successfully  carrying  the  reform- 
ation, with  its  happy  influences,  into  the  habits  of  home  and  family. 
The  young  people  are  in  the  front  rank  in  this  great  cause,  in  every 
portion  of  our  country, — a  circumstance  peculiarly  auspicious  to  its 
interests.  No  class  of  our  citizens  manifest  a  deeper  interest,  or 
are  more  ready  for  organization  and  effort.  Instead  of  the  fathers 
are  the  children,  in  many  places ;  and  their  self-denial,  and  deter- 
mination to  break  the  reign  of  pernicious  habits,  rebukes  the  hesita- 
tion and  tardiness  of  many  of  their  seniors.  On  the  stock  of  some 
of  those  Societies  are  engrafted  Lyceums,  or  Mechanics'  Associa- 
tions ;  that  thus,  when  young  people  are  won  away  from  vice,  they 
may  be  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  their  minds 
and  hearts. 

V^otes  of  Public  Bodies. 

Additional  to  tlie  Societies  which  have  been  formed,  numerous 
public  bodies  have  passed  resolves  or  votes  of  approbation,  and 
pledges  of  countenance.  A  number  of  towns,  or  boards  of  town  of- 
ficers have  taken  order  for  the  restriction  or  absolute  refusal  of  li- 
censes to  sell  liquors ;  and  the  firmness  of  some  officers  of  police  in 
our  cities  has  done  good  to  the  cause,  and  credit  to  themselves* 
More  than  50  ecclesiastical  and  ministerial  bodies,  of  diflbrent  ire- 
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ligious  denominations,  huve  also  taken  order  in  favor  of  the  reforma* 
tioD  and  its  principles.  The  fiiends  of  temperance,  moreover,  are 
not  satisfied  with  organizations,  votes,  and  resolutions ;  they  are  act« 
ing  with  a  very  commendable  zeal  and  energy. 

Numerous  facts,  occurring  in  various  portions  of  our  countrj, 
shew  a  great  advance  in  the  silent  yet  powerful  influence  of  princi- 
ple over  the  habits,  and  the  general  aspect  of  society. 

Increase  oflnieresiy  MeeiingSf  Publications^  ifc. 

Your  Committee  have  had  frequent  occasion,  during  the  past 
year,  to  notice,  with  surprise  and  delight,  the  extensive  and  deep  in* 
terest  taken  in  this  great  subject ;  an  interest  not  merely  propagated 
through  the  efforts  of  this  Society  and  its  Auxiliaries  \  but  springing 
into  existence  and  activity,  simultaneously,  throughout  the  commu- 
nity, and  in  which  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge  '*  the  good 
hand  of  God,"  and  one  of  the  many  evidences  that  all  hearts  are  in 
his  hands,  and  that  '^  he  turneth  them  whithersoever  he  will.^ 
Four  years  since,  considerate  and  discerning  men,  looking  at  the 
wide-spread  evils  of  intemperance,  and  conscious  of  the  terrible  mo« 
mentum  with  which  our  country  was  moving  directly  towards  de- 
struction, were  almost  ready  to  take  up  the  fearful  conclusion, 
^' there  is  no  hope."  Tendencies,  influences,  habits,  private  pecu- 
niary interest,  unbelief  of  danger,  recklessness  of  the  frightful  fu- 
ture,— aU  seemed  to  unite  to  make  probability  almost  certainty^ 
that  our  nation  must  be  consumed  with  this  ''  wickedness  which 
burneth  as  the  fire."  A  contrast  now,  as  wide  as  it  is  wonderful,  is 
visible  in  numerous  places,  scattered  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land.  Thousands  of  minds  are  awake  to  this  subject ;  as 
many  hearts  are  full  of  it ;  and  as  many  bands  are  promoting  the 
reformation,  ft  has  broken  forth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left ; 
in  the  East,  West,  North,  South.  There  is  scarce  any  portion  of 
our  country  in  which  the  voice  of  the  friends  of  temperance  is  not 
heard.  The  question  has  the  united  solicitude  of  the  true  friends  of 
our  country,  ''  Shall  we  too  follow  in  the  highway  of  national  profli- 
gacy, to  ruin?"  Distinction  of  party,  name,  geographical  sec- 
tion, interest,  and  religious  denomination,  seem  laid  aside,  by  great 
numbers,  in  acting  on  the  subject  of  temperance ;  shewing  that  pat- 
riots, moral  men,  and  Christians,  must  and  will  feel  alike,  on  the 
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nighty  evils  which  have  such  existence  and  prevalence  among  us, 
and  on  the  noeans  lor  their  arrest  and  removal.  Hundreds  of  meetr 
ings  have  been  held,  in  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages.  Men  wish 
lo  bear  every  thing  that  is  said,  as  well  as  to  read  every  thing  that 
comes  from  the  press.  Books,  temperance  papers,  tracts,  sermons, 
addresses,  handbills,  are  in  urgent  demand,  and  heard  or  read  with 
an  interest,  giving  promise  that  changes  for  good  are  to  follow. 
And  they  do  follow,  with  a  promptitude  and  completeness  which 
never  would  have  been  predicted,  till  this  day,  when  the  occurrence 
of  uncounted  changes  and  reformations  has  inspired  confident  pre- 
didioos,  and  unwavering  courage. 

Pritvciph  of  Entire  Abstinence. 

The  reception,  progress,  and  influence  of  the  principle  of  entire 
abstinence  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  are  worthy  of  special 
notice.  The  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  an  Auxiliary 
Society  in  North  Carolina,  is  manifestly  the  sentiment  of  multitudes* 
''We,  of  this  part  of  the  South,"  says  he,  "  are  beginning  to  hope 
that,  at  last,  we  have  found  the  club  of  Hercules^  with  which,  under 
the  b}essing  of  Heaven,  tliis  destroying  serpent  Intemperance  is  to 
be  overcome." 

That  this  alone  is  a  principle  adapted  to  commend  itself  to 
men*s  consciences,  and  to  cut  its  way  through  pi;ejudices  and  oppo* 
lilioii,  is  illustrated  in  the  following  case. — "  We  had  a  Society 
formed  in  this  town,  in  1828,"  says  a  correspondent  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  ''  for  the  suppression  of  intemperance.  For  the  sake 
of  extensive  co-operation,  our  pledge  was,  to  be  circumspect  in  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit.  About  forty  became  members.  In  this  form 
our  Society  had  little  or  no  influence  over  the  prevailing  vice  of  the 
day ;  and  after  a  trial  of  three  months,  to  no  efFect,  this  temporizing, 
half-way  policy  was  given  up,  and  a  Society  formed  on  the  princi- 
ple of  entire  abstinence,  with  only  ten  members.  We  then  experi- 
enced more  opposition  from  the  professed  friends  of  temperance, 
than  from  drunkards;  and  it  was  a  considerable  time  before  any 
additional  members  could  be  persuaded  to  join  us.  We  however 
kept  up  our  little  meetings,  with  all  the  dignity  and  formality  of  a 
body  corporate  ;  and  we  have  succeeded  in  the  work.  Our  Soci- 
ety  has  now  130  members,  within  a  population  of  75  families ;  and 
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that,  too,  in  a  place  where  intemperance  had  prevailed  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree.  In  no  place  has  temperance  received  a  more  violent 
opposition,  and  in  no  place  gained  a  more  signal  victory." 

Other  cases  might  be  stated,  of  the  same  general  character  with 
this,  shewing  like  results.  Testimony  is  given  extensively,  readily, 
and  decisively,  that  entire  abstinence  is  entirely  practicable.  If  a 
division  of  sentiment  arises,  in  any  case  on  the  principle,  the  entire 
abstinence  men,  sooner  or  later,  carry  the  day.  This  thing,  not 
long  since  deemed  chimerical,  is  fast  becoming  common.  To  do 
without  ardent  spirit  entirely,  is  attested  as  practicable,  by  experi- 
ments almost  without  number  ;  is  seen  to  be  a  matter  of  duty  and 
interest ;  is  even  becoming  fashionable  also, — a  fashion  which  we 
hope  will  not  pass  away  like  the  costume  of  a  season  ;  but  will  last 
with  the  years  and  ages  of  our  nation,  and  of  time.  Self-denial  is 
shewing  itself  in  men  of  various  degrees  of  advance  in  the  habit  of 
indulgence ;  and  this  with  an  energy  and  perseverance  unwonted  in 
times  past,  and  shewing  that  it  can  be  done  in  any  case  whatever. 
The  error  is  vanishing  from  multitudes  of  minds,  that  ardent  spirit 
h  necessary  for  the  laborer,  to  strengthen  him ;  for  the  man  in 
health,  to  preserve  his  health  ;  for  the  sick  man,  to  restore  birti ;  or 
for  the  aged  man,  to  renew  his  vigor  :  and  the  conviction  that  it  is 
poison,  disease,  death,  and  destruction  of  both  soul  and  body,  is 
taking  the  place  of  former  plausible  but  erroneous  doctrines  respect- 
ing its  utility.  Men  in  almost  every  kind  of  employment,  difficult 
or  easy ;  on  land,  or  sea ;  by  day,  or  night ;  in  sun-shine,  or  storms ; 
have  been  making  with  complete  success  the  experiment  of  entire 
abstinence.  Incorporated  companies,  agricultural  societies,  agents, 
canal  contractors,  farmers,  master  workmen  in  various  trades,  have 
taken  their  stand,  that  they  will  not  furnish  ardent  spirit  to  laborers ; 
and  have  found  little  if  any  difficulty  in  maintaining  it.  More  than 
1000  laborers  have  been  numerically  stated  to  us  as  having  served 
under  this  regulation,  cheerfully  and  advantageously  ;  besides  many 
more,  stated  in  a  general  way,  and  which  cannot  be  accurately 
computed.  Among  our  seamen,  an  important  change  of  habits  is 
commenced  through  the  influence  of  the  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society ;  and  it  is  promoted  by  many  owners  and  masters  of  ves- 
sels in  not  allowing  the  use  of  liquors  aboard  ship.     More  than  40 
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vessels  have  been  sent  on  voyages,  and  several  have  been  built, 
without  the  use  of  liquors.  Ardent  spirit  has  been  in  a  number  of 
cases  excluded  from  the  wedding  entertainment ;  and  from  the  ta- 
bles of  the  boarding  house,  the  hotel,  and  the  steam  boat.  Thou- 
sands of  families  have  banished  it  from  their  sideboards  and  closets. 
The  academical  student  has  found  that  he  can  study ;  the  lawyer, 
that  he  can  plead  ;  the  physician,  that  he  can  practise  ;  the  clergy- 
man, that  he  can  preach ;  the  legislator,  that  he  can  discuss  the 
business  of  the  senate  chamber,  or  the  representative  hall ;  and  the 
Judge,  that  he  can  hold  aright  the  balances  of  justice,  without  the 
stimulation  of  alcoholic  liquors.  And  while  these  changes  of  senti- 
ment and  habit  are  adopted,  little  time  is  spent  in  the  invention  of 
substitutes  for  spirituous  liquors.  Men  use,  and  easily  learn  to 
value,  water ;  and  to  feel  that,  in  this,  a  bountiful  Providence  has 
given  to  us  the  most  simple,  pleasant,  healthful,  and  beautiful  of  all 
beverages ;  needing  no  refining,  or  mixture  with  other  and  perhaps 
unknown  substances,  in  the  scientific  secrecies  of  the  laboratory,  or 
the  vats  of  the  brewery.  And  the  thoroughness  of  the  change  in 
the  feelings  of  the  temperance  denomination^  is  indicated  in  the  jeal- 
ousy felt  respecting  every  thing  which  would  foster  a  taste  for 
strong  drink,  and  which  promises  to  be  an  important  guard  against 
relapses  to  former  dangerous  habits. 

Sentiments  gaining  ground ;  Influence  of  Temperate  Men. 

There  are  various  powerful  and  salutary  workings  of  men's 
minds  on  this  subject,  indicated.  People  who  have  much  self- 
respect  are  becoming  ashamed  and  afraid  of  slavery  to  such  an  un- 
natural and  debasing  appetite,  as  the  love  of  strong  drink — ashamed 
at  finding  in  what  company  they  are,  in  vicious  indulgence  ;  are 
conceding  that  it  is  disreputable  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  any  where,  or 
on  any  occasion ;  are  contemplating  it  as  a  crime,  individual  and 
national,  against  God  and  the  world,  and  its  guilt  and  disgrace  as 
what  must  be  removed  by  a  timely  and  all-pervading  reformation. 

It  is  pleasant,  and  moreover  somewhat  amusing  to  the  traveller, 
to  notice  the  inquisitive  observance  of  one  another,  by  men  thrown 
together  as  strangers ;  shewing  that  it  is  becoming  hazardous  to  the 
reputation  of  gentlemen  or  ladies,  whatever  their  pretensions  to  re- 
spectability, to  be  seen  taking  up  the  decanter  at  the  public  dining 
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table  ;  nnd  still  more  hazardous,  and  a  ground  of  suspicion  that  aU 
is  oot  right  in  the  private  habits  of  an  individual,  if  be  defends  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  or  speaks  against  the  reformation.  Instances 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  shewing  also  that  anj  man,  in  such  a 
proceeding,  is  likely  to  6nd  himself  surrounded,  ere  he  is  aware, 
with  those  who  are  ready  to  defend  the  principles  of  the  temperance 
reformation,  and  that  too  in  the  good  temper,  honesty,  fairness,  and 
firmness  of  gentlemen,  and  of  friends  to  sound  and  energetic  nK>- 
rahty.  Temperance  men,  though  insulated  in  some  portions  of  the 
country,  decide,  act,  and  circulate  an  influence  around  them.  The 
independent,  though  solitary  stand  of  a  gentlemen  residing  in  the  in- 
terior of  Virginia,  we  believe,  has  many  likenesses,  who  said,  "  I 
am  one  who  find  it  impossible  to  form  a  large  Society,  and  am 
therefore  resolved  to  declare  myself  a  member  of  the  American 
Abstinent  Association  ;  I  have  discontinued  and  entirely  renounc- 
ed the  custom  of  giving  or  receiving  ardent  spirit,  on  any  occa^on." 
AflTectation  of  delicacy,  on  breaking  in  upon  the  old-fashioned  cus* 
toms  of  ''  taking  a  little"  with  friends,  is  becoming  ridiculous,  to 
men  of  sense,  and  is  ceasing^  its  hollow  professions.  The  examples 
of  entire  abstinence,  so  rapidly  multiplying,  are  exerting  a  powerful 
influence  on  those  who  are  not  lost  to  virtue  and  a  sense  of  shame. 
They  compel  men  to  think,  feel,  fear,  and  refrain.  With  all  the 
urgent  pleadings  of  appetite,  the  rebukes  and  remonstrances  of  con- 
science are  mightier ;  and  often  happily  prevalent  to  rescue  the 
victim. 

Reformations  and  their  Consequences. 

More  than  700  reformations  of  habitual  drunkards  have  come  to 
our  knowledge  since  the  close  of  tlie  last  year.  This  estimate  in- 
cludes those  only  which  some  of  our  correspondents  have  stated  nu- 
merically ;  while  others  have  been  stated  in  a  general  manner,  and 
cannot  be  accurately  estimated  ;  but  amounting  probably  to  some 
additional  hundreds.  The  confessions  of  tlie  more  intelligent  among 
these  rescued  men  cast  light  on  the  phenomena  of  the  vice  and  dis- 
ease of  intemperance ;  interesting  to  the  moralist,  the  humane  man» 
the  phyacian,  and  the  jurist.  They  illustrate  the  principle  that  en- 
tire abstinence  is  an  efiectual  cure  for  the  grossest  mtemperance. 

There  is  also  an  increasing  sympathy,  in  the  minds  of  the  bu- 
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mtoe,  for  the  victims  of  the  vice  and  for  their  suffering  families 
aod  coooexioos.  A  hospital  or  retreat  for  inebriates  has  been  con- 
templated by  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  and  has  been 
desired  by  others.  A  subscription  of  $^00  has  been  offered  for  the 
object  by  an  individual  residing  in  Massachusetts. — ^The  improve- 
meDt  of  habits  is  bringing  back  comfort,  competence,  and  happiness, 
lo  dwellings  which  had  been  gloomy  and  desolate  by  vice  ;  and  is 
moreover  giving  value  to  property  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  for  its 
improvement  and  increase,  in  men  formerly  spending  it  in  liquors. 

The  Medical  Profession. 

Your  Committee  take  pleasure  in  expressing  their  opinion,  that 
to  few  of  our  citizens  are  the  friends  of  temperance  more  indebted 
than  to  gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Profession.  The  light  cast  on  the 
fatal  efiects  of  ardent  spirit,  by  the  writings  of  Rush  and  others, 
has  been  increased  by  the  able  and  interesting  discussions  of  seve- 
ral of  the  first  physicians  in  our  country,  and  by  the  public  and  pri- 
vate testimony  of  numerous  others.  We  might  give  the  names  of 
many  individuals,  and  also  of  several  Medical  Societies,  which  have 
thus  testified  their  friendship  for  this  cause,  and  for  their  fellow  men. 

In  truth,  as  far  as  we  know,  so  uniformly  is  the  testimony  of 
physicians  given  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence,  that 
we  feel  warranted  in  pronouncing  the  gentlemen  of  this  profession, 
as  a  body,  to  be  the  cordial  friends  of  the  reformation.  Several  of 
them,  in  extended  and  able  discussions, — shewing  the  process  by 
which  the  fire  in  the  veins  consumes  the  vital  principle, — have  help- 
ed the  drinker  to  understand,  most  fearfully,  what  he  is  doing  to 
himself^  when  he  tastes  the  intoxicating  cup, — that  he  even  violates 
that  command  of  Grod,  ''  thou  shalt  not  kill." 

Testimony  of  Jurists j  and  others. 
The  testimony  of  some  of  our  most  eminent  jurists,  and  of  other 
gentlemen  of  reputation,  ofiice,  and  influence,  on  intemperance  a$  a 
cause  ofcrime^  has  been  full,  explicit, and  alarming;  and  has  shewn 
how  it  comes  to  pass  that  our  penitentiaries  are  so  numerous  and 
full*  We  might  give  a  large  catalogue  of  names  of  such,  shewing 
that  from  our  men  of  eminence,  in  almost  every  porti<m  of  the  land, 
is  going  fortli  an  influence  of  testimony,  sentiments,  and  exampte. 
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highly  valuable,  and  promotiye  of  this  cause,  and  of  some  of  our 
country's  best  interests.  This  testimony  has  been  amply  coufirm- 
ed,  by  that  of  several  Grand  Juries,  who  have  taken  order,  and 
some  of  them  specially  reported,  on  the  subject ;  and  by  the  reports 
of  the  Wardens  of  several  of  our  best  regulated  prisons.  This  sub- 
ject your  Committee  deem  one  of  no  common  interest,  as  shewing 
the  very  important  bearing  which  the  temperance  reformation,  if 
iirged  on  to  completion,  will  have  on  the  good  order  and  peace  of 
society,  civil  and  domestic ;  and  for  the  prevention  of  a  vast  amount 
of  the  guilt  and  wretchedness  attendant  on  crimes  and  punish- 
ments. 

Alcoholic  Electioneering ;    Licenses ;    Petitions  for  Legislative 

Enactments. 
The  corrupting  influence  of  electioneering,  by  the  distribution 
of  liquors,  is  receiving  the  anxious  attention  of  some  of  our  citizens. 
Several  public  bodies  of  men  have  resolved  to  withhold  their  sup- 
port from  such  candidates  for  office  as  resort  to  this  unworthy  and 
demoralizing  measure,  for  securing  their  elections.  Public  atten- 
tion is  beginning  to  be  directed  to  the  subject  of  licenses ;  to  the 
use  of  existing  statutory  provisions,  for  their  limitation  or  refusal ; 
and  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  when  violated.  A  few  towns  have 
shut  out  the  traffic  from  their  precincts.  Petitions  have  also  been 
presented,  for  farther  legislative  enactments,  necessary  to  restrict, 
and,  if  possible,  to  do  away  the  traffic.  Your  Committee  do  not 
suppose  that  legislative  enactments,  without  a  change  of  public  sen- 
timent, would,  alone,  free  our  country  from  the  evils  of  intempe- 
rance ;  but  they  deem  it  desirable  that  legislation  should  exert  its 
appropriate  power  and  influence,  to  expedite  and  permanently  se- 
cure the  removal  of  these  evils. 

Decrease  of  Manufacture  of  Liquors, 
In  this  connexion,  your  Committee  are  able  to  report  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  manufacture  of  ardent  spirit.  We  have  been  informed 
of  the  stopping  of  more  than  50  distilleries,  principally  since  the  last 
anniversary.  A  distillery  is  now,  in  many  places,  a  poor  piece  of 
|Mroperty,  which  can  be  given  away,  or  turned  to  some  other  use,  or 
teft  to  decay ;  but  cannot  be  soldj  or  carried  on,  to  profit.  As  an 
example — a  distillery  in  one  of  the  middle  States,  being  part  of  the 
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aflbds  of  a  btokrapt,  was  ofTered  for  sale  at  auction,  with  a  few 
acres  of  land*  *^  On  the  day  of  sale,"  says  our  correspondentf 
not  a  bid  was  made  for  the  distillery  property."  The  assignees 
pot  it  down  as  a  total  loss,  and  reported  it  so  to  the  creditors ;  de- 
claring that  "  the  Temperance  Society  had  ruined  the  property." 
A  French  gentleman  afterwards  applied  for  the  farm,  and  was  ask- 
ed to  negotiate  for  the  entire  property.  "  No,"  said  he,  ''not  for 
the  distillery ;  I  don't  want  that ;  I  don't  want  to  be  ruined."  A 
distiller  in  the  same  State,  on  giving  up  the  business,  from  conscien* 
lioiis  scruples,  said, ''  If  the  deyil  wants  any  more  whiskey,  he  may 
make  it  himdf^for  oil  me." 

Decline  in  Sale^  Importation,  fyc. 

A  decline  in  the  sale  of  liquors  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the 
decline  b^un  in  the  manufacture.  A  decrease  of  sales  is  report- 
ed from  some  towns  in  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the 
Union.  The  decrease  varies  from  one-fourth  to  nine-tenths,  and  to 
the  vhohj  indeed,  in  several  places.  The  sales  of  liquors  in  some  of 
our  principal  markets,  for  the  latter  portion  of  the  year,  have  been 
very  sk>w ;  in  pari^  through  the  influence  of  the  reformation.  It 
was  a  precious  confession  of  a  merchant,  in  one  of  our  principal 
towns  to  his  correspondent ;  ''  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  you  a 
very  near  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  liquor,  of  the  kind  you  men- 
tion, we  can  probably  dispose  of,  from  the  fact  that  the  'Cold 
Water  Society'  rages  to  such  an  extent  in  this  vicinity,  at  pres- 
ent, that  our  sales  in  former  years  would  be  no  direct  guide  to 
form  any  estimate  for  this  season.  The  sales  of  all  descriptions 
of  liquors  have  fallen  off*,  at  least  three-fourths.^^    Another  fact. — 

"  One  of  the  partners  of  an  importing  house  in  the  city  of >" 

says  a  correspondent,  "  one  day  called  on  the  factor  of  a  house  in 
France,  which  had  sent,  for  several  years,  large  quantities  of  bran- 
dy to  this  country,  and  applied  for  a  freight  of  brandy  from  a 
French  port,  home.  '  I  don't  know,'  said  the  factor ;  •  I'll  tell  you 
next  week.'  A  few  days  after,  the  factor  called  upon  the  appli- 
cants for  the  freight,  and  said,  '  I  can't  engage  a  cargo ;  I  have 
been  round  to  several  merchants,  and  no  one  will  promise  to  tike 
iny  part  of  the  cargo.  I  don't  know  what  it  all  means.'  Tbejr 
plied,  you  need  not  fear  to  risk  2  or  SOO  pipes.    'No,  no,- ^ 
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*  I  will  not  risk  it.    I  don't  know  what  it  all  means.    I  retained 

from yesterday.    I  sat  down  to  dinner  with  60  gentlemen, 

and  52  drank  nothing  but  cold  water.    I  won't  risk  it.'  ^ 

As  in  the  case  of  distillers,  so  also  in  that  of  veiiden,  in  dty 
and  country,  convictions  of  the  moral  turpitude  of  the  traffic,  are 
becoming  distinct,  impressive,  and  solemn. 

Instances  have  occurred,  the  past  year,  of  venders  pouring  oat 
upon  the  ground  their  stock  in  hand,  rather  than  violate  their  con- 
sciences  by  continuing  to  sell  that  which  is  destroying  the  bodies  and 
soals  of  men.  Similar  convictions  have  brought  many  dealers  by 
wholesale  and  retail,  to  stop  their  traffic.  More  than  400  are  knowa 
to  your  Committee.  The  retailing  of  liquors,  moreover,  is  frankly 
confessed,  by  many  who  have  engaged  in  it,  to  be  unprofitable  in 
itself,  and  a  disadvantage  to  their  other  branches  of  business,  from 
its  making  so  many  poor  and  irresponsible  debtors.  They  likewise, 
on  experiment,  attest  the  advantage  to  their  other  business,  of  dis- 
continuing, in  giving  them  better  customers.  The  influence  of  those 
who  have  renounced  sale  has  been  salutary,  in  leading  others  to  re- 
flection, and  the  adoption  of 'the  same  measure.  New  traders  set 
up  their  establishments,  in  many  instances,  excluding  liquors  from 
their  articles  of  merchandise. 

Digcussions. 

Discussions  of  the  subject  of  intemperance  have  taken  a  variety 
of  forms,  according  to  the  taste,  intellectual  habits,  cast  of  char- 
acter, and  pursuits  of  writers  and  speakers.  Facts,  reasonings, 
solemn  appeals,  wit,  ridicule,  satire,  have  all  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  characteristics  of  the  vice,  and  its  abettors  and  practis- 
ers ;  leaving,  in  truth,  no  means  untried  to  produce  in  men  a  sense 
of  shame,  remorse,  fear,  detestation. 

Anniversary  of  Independence  ^  MUkary  Occasions;  Economy  of 

Temperance. 

The  use  made  of  the  anniversary  of  our  national  indepen- 
dence, in  many  places,  forms  a  very  pleasant  contrast  to  the  cus- 
toms of  past  years.     That  day  for  joyful  feelings,  which  has  so 
long  been  profaned  by  tlie  excesses  of  this  vice,  is  beginning,  to. 
shine  on  scenes  far  diflTerent,  and  better  becoming  freemen.    Days 
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of  military  review  are  far  more  orderly,  in  many  places,  than  for- 
merly, from  the  absence  of  the  grand  cause  of  confusion  and  riot, 
Bfbre  than  fifty  regiments,  battalions,  and  smaller  military  bodies, 
dwing  the  year,  have  taken  order  for  the  disuse  of  ardent  spirit. 
Chief  Magistrates  of  States,  and  commanders  in  the  army,  have 
reoonmiended  that  the  use  of  liquors  be  dispensed  with  by  the 
military.  The  sentiment  is  gaining  ground,  that  temperance  is 
best  economy.  A  single  town  in  Vermont  has  saved  $8,400  by 
tamperaoce  the  past  year ;  and  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  is 
stated  to  have  saved  more  than  $100,000.  And  the  moral  sav* 
iDg,— the  prevention  of  vice  and  wretchedness,-«is  incalculable. 

The  Press. 

Your  Committee  liave  not  the  means  of  knowing  what  amount 
of  temperance  publications  has  been  distributed.  They  would 
like  to  gratify  their  own  curiosity,  and  that  of  others  on  this  sub- 
ject, were  it  practicable.  We  have  heard  of  the  most  popular  tem- 
perance publications,  as  giving  direction  to  sentiment,  and  impulse 
to  feeling  and  effort,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
Additional  to  these,  there  have  been  received  at  your  office  of  agen- 
cy, copies  in  pamphlet  or  newspaper  form,  of  numerous  addresses, 
delivered  in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  some  of  which  were 
distributed  in  large  numbers,  in  the  districts  where  they  were  deliv- 
ered, all  of  them  taking  the  high  ground  of  entire  abstinence.  Edi- 
tors of  newspapers,  so  far  as  we  know,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
are  friendly  to  this  object,  and  give  it  more  or  less  space  in  their 
columns ;  the  weekly  press  has  thus  been  busily  and  powerfully 
empbyed  in  aid  of  this  great  and  good  cause. 

Advocates  of  Temperance  ;  Popularity  of  the  CausCj  ^c. 

Numerous  gentlemen  of  education,  talents,  and  influence,  are 
known  to  us  as  having  publicly  addressed  their  fellow  citizens,  giv- 
ing interest  to  large  popular  meetings,  in  towns  and  cities ;  and  ad- 
vocatiog  the  reformation  and  its  principles.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  ministers  of  religion,  of  various  denominations,  have  industrious- 
ly and  faithfully  brought  the  instructions  of  the  word  of  God  to  bear 
upon  the  consciences  of  their  congregations.  The  efiect  of  the  re- 
farmatioo  wrought  in  individuals  and  communities  is  putting  an  end 
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to  oDbelief,  in  die  rapidity  and  impulse  of  its  progress.  The  cause 
is  popular  almost  beyond  example.  The  principles  and  measures 
of  this  Society  receive  the  approbation  of  the  friends  of  temperance 
and  of  their  country,  far  and  near.  The  success  of  effiirts  made, 
has  exceeded  the  expectations  of  even  the  most  sanguine  and  cour- 
ageous of  your  friends.  And  as  Christians,  as  well  as  philanthro- 
pists and  patriots,  we  feel  ourselves  called  to  thank  Him  who  rules 
all  events  for  his  own  glory,  for  the  hope  he  gives,  that  he  will  yet 
make  this  great  and  advancing  change  the  means  of  ''  preparing  the 
way  of  the  Lord,"  and  bringing  on  a  more  prosperous  state  of  re- 
ligious interests  throughout  our  country,  than  has  ever  yet  been 
witnessed. 

JVecessity  of  farther  and  more  energetic  Efforts 

But  while  your  Committee  find  themselves  able  to  report  so 
much  that  is  encouraging,  they  wish  it  borne  in  mind,  that  this  re- 
formation  is  but  just  begun.  The  favorable  circumstances  we  have 
noticed  give  assurance  that  not  a  finger  is  lifted  in  this  cause  in  vain ; 
and  almost  every  district  of  our  country  is  ripe  for  the  reformation. 
But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
yet  remains  to  be  pervaded  by  the  reformation.  There  remains  a 
work  to  be  done,  which  will  require  an  organization  of  the  friends 
of  temperance,  from  Maine  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  We  say  this,  because  we  are 
confident  that  the  principle  of  voluntary  association,  for  this  purpose 
especially,  and  the  giving  of  solemn  pledges  to  "  touch  not,  taste 
not,  handle  not,"  are  indispensably  requisite  to  prevent  the  return  of 
old  and  destructive  habits  which  have  already  brought  us  so  fearful- 
ly near  to  ruin.  The  organization  effected,  there  will  be  necessary, 
for  a  course  oft/ears  to  cofnCf  the  energetic  operations  of  every  Aux- 
iliary Society,  and  the  personal  endeavors  of  every  subscriber  to 
the  principle  of  entire  abstinence.  The  remark  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Connecticut  Auxiliary  Society,  is  just,  and  should  be  acted  upon 
continually, — "  The  cause  will  prosper  just  so  far  as  it  is  pressed j 
and  nofarther.^^ 

We  have  spoken  of  dangers  to  our  country.  They  are,  indeed, 
dangers  mitigated,  but  not  by  any  means  passed.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  in  future  years,  whether  the  discovery  of  our  danger  has  been 


1829.]  OF  THS  AMERICAN  TEMPBRANCE  SOCIETY.  2$ 

of  advantage  to  us  ^  whether  this  reformation  shall  proceed,  to  per- 
vade our  country,  and  to  save  it ;  or  whether,  aAer  a  short  and  lim- 
ited mfluence,  it  prove  only  to  have  delayed^  not  averted^  ruin  from 
us.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  urge  a  fixed  and  serious  attention  to 
what  is  yet  to  be  accomplished.  While  400  traders  have  renounced 
the  sale  of  ardent  spirit,  there  are  supposed  to  be  not  less  than  40, 
000,  who  must  be  influenced  to  do  the  same.  While  there  are  a  few 
towns  which  have  taken  order  against  licenses,  and  in  which  no  liq- 
uors are  sold  ;  there  are  8,000  towns,  villages,  and  cities,  of  which 
these  things  must  also  become  true.  While  a  few  thousands  of  our 
militia  are  taking  order  for  abstinence  from  liquors,  there  is  yet  ne- 
cessary  a  like  enlistment  of  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  mi- 
litia, and  the  removal  of  the  daily  temptation  to  intemperance  in  our 
army.*  While  a  comparative  few  of  our  merchant  ships  are  dis- 
patched without  liquors,  we  wish  to  see  this  the  fact  with  all ;  and, 
moreover,  our  gallant  navy  freed  from  the  temptation  to  which  the 
daily  provision  of  liquors  exposes  them.  We  want  to  see  the  re- 
formation, not  only  of  700  drunkards,  but  of  hundreds  of  thousands } 
and  the  grand  principle  of  this  Society  embraced,  subscribed,  and 
practised,  as  their  only  safeguard,  by  12,000,000 ;  to  see  the  whole 
of  our  men  in  the  learned  professions,  and  in  our  o£5ces,  of  every 
rank;  to  see,  in  a  word,  the  entire  talent,  education,  and  influence 
in  our  country  pledged  and  employed  for  this  object;  to  see  not 
only  50  distilleries  stopped,  but  10,000 ;  and  such  arrangements  of 
oar  agricultural  pursuits  as  not  to  create  even  the  supposed  neces- 
sity for  distilleries,  as  an  outlet  for  superabundant  products  of  our 
soil*  We  wish  to  see  the  association  of  both  males  and  females,  in 
every  village,  town,  and  city,  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  ;  to 
see  all  the  enterprises  of  our  citizens  carried  forward  in  the  healthy 
energy  of  strict  temperance,  and  every  man's  arrangements  of  busi- 
ness planned  in  the  clearness  of  head  and  the  uprightness  of  heart, 
which  this  virtue  promotes ;  to  see  the  banner  of  temperance  float- 
bg  in  every  ship-yard,  and  at  the  mast*head  of  every  American 
vessel,  as  it  goes  forth  to  the  farthest  portion  of  the  globe ;  that 
thus  the  reputation  of  our  country  may  be  redeemed  from  reproach^ 
and  we  be  known  as  the  reformed  and  temperate  nation.    Instead 

*  See  letter  from  Fort  M' Henry,  Journal  of  Homanity,  Dee.  S3. 
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of  the  fractional  estimates  on  the  decrease  of  the  traffic,  which  leave 
yet  a  heavy  amount,  to  circulate  and  poison  men's  blood  and  hearts, 
we  pray  God  that  we  may  see  the  day  when  it  shall  be  annihilated ; 
and  when,  instead  of  here  and  there  a  town  saving  a  few  hundred 
dollars,  and  a  State  saving  $100,000  in  a  year,  the  United  States 
shall  save  $30,000,000 ;  when  the  testimonies  of  Judges,  and  the 
presentations  of  juries  shall  be  no  longer  necessary  ;  when  the  suf- 
frages of  freemen,  with  a  nation's  interests  at  stake,  shall  not  be  at 
the  sport  of  the  fumes  of  the  distillery ;  nor  the  voices  of  petitioners 
needed,  in  remonstrance  against  the  destruction  of  our  nation  for 
the  petty  gains  of  unrighteousness. 

Duties  of  Churches  and  Ministers  of  Religion. 

Another  thing  do  we  devoutly  hope  we  may  yet  see, — the  wip- 
ing away  of  that  disgrace  to  religion  and  the  church  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  that  there  are  some  **  professing  godliness," — ^some  too  eveo 
in  the  office  of  the  ministry,  who  are  friends  to  this  "  enemy  of  aD 
righteousness ;"  and  the  breath  of  whose  very  prayers,  religious 
conversation,  and  preaching,  is  nauseous  with  the  effluvia  of  **  tem- 
perate drinking;"  and  *^  the  shew  of  whose  countenance  doth  witness 
against  them ;  and  who  declare  their  sin  as  Sodom ;  who  hide  it 
not."  We  earnestly  desire  to  see  the  day,  when,  of  "  every  one 
that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ,"  or  ministers  at  his  altar,  it  shall  be 
one  evidence  that  his  professions  are  sincere  and  holy,  and  his  min- 
istrations guided  by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  that  he  shews  that  '^  fruit  of 
the  Spirit — temperance."  And  with  this,  may  we  see  the  church 
thoroughly  purged  from  the  guilt  of  having  in  it  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit.  We  subscribe  fully  to  the  sen- 
timents expressed  by  one  of  our  General  Agents,*  and  wish  they  may 
be  felt  throughout  the  churches, — "  Christians  cannot  manufaeiure^ 
sellj  or  use  ardent  spirit^  without  sin  and  infamy.  The  permanence 
of  the  reformation  depends  on  the  incorporation  of  this  doctrine  in- 
to the  practical  belief  and  sentiments  of  the  visible  church.  Unless 
this  is  done,  the  fiery  deluge  will  return.  That  change  accom- 
plished, the  Temperance  Society  can  set  up,  in  the  name  of  God,  a 
bow  like  Noah's,  betokening  that  the  world  shall  no  more  be  de- 
stroyed by  a  deluge." 

•  Rev.  Mr.  Hewit. 
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Suggestioru  an  Juture  Optrattom. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  offer  a  few  suggestions  on  the 
means  to  be  employed  for  the  advancement  and  completion  of  this 
reformation. 

With  the  example  of  two  or  three  of  our  State  Auxiliaries  before 
US|  shewing  what  can  be  done  by  Societies  of  a  moderate  territorial 
extent,  we  consider  it  very  desirable  that  State  Societies  should,  as 
far  as  it  is  practicable,  furnish  and  apply  the  means  for  carrying  for- 
ward the  agencies  necessary,  within  their  own  bounds.  Our  at- 
tempts during  the  past  year,  to  support  State  Agents,  have  been  at- 
tended with  such  embarrassments  for  the  want  of  means, — (our  re- 
ceipts having  been,  in  fact,  only  a  few  hundred  dollars) — that  we 
are  constrained  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  State  Societies  to  this 
measure,  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  of  self-respect.  The  resources 
of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  so  far  as  they  will  reach,  are 
most  cheerfully  at  the  service  of  our  common  country,  and  this  good 
cause ;  but  what  are  they,  where  so  much  is  to  be  done  i  The 
entire  moral  force  of  the  advocates  of  temperance,  in  every  village 
in  the  Union,  must  be  brought  into  action.  This  Society,  we  doubt 
not,  will  allow  us  to  invite  the  philanthropic  rivalry  of  its  own  Aux- 
iliaries ;  the  energetic  and  amicable  competition,  which  State  shall 
first  be  delivered  from  the  vice  of  intemperance  and  its  odious  ac« 
oompaniments ;  and  be  able  to  say  of  its  whole  population,  ''  they 
are  rgaicing  in  the  bletsings  of  temperance.^^  We  take  this  view  of 
the  subject,  because  there  is  more  to  be  done  than  can  be  done  by 
this  Society  alone,  without  a  million  of  dollars  in  its  treasury  ;  be- 
cause our  prosecution  of  the  temperance  enterprise  to  its  comple- 
tioD,  would  take  more  precious  time  than  can  be  allowed  to  it  by 
one  Society ;  and  because  that,  in  this  work,  honor  alone  is  not  the 
thing  for  which  any  body  of  men  are  to  pant  and  grasp  ;  but  the 
rescue  of  individuals,  families,  states,  and  the  nation  itself,  from  ruin. 

Temperance  among  the  Indians. 

With  special  gratification  your  Committee  notice  the  interest 
iwakened  on  temperance,  among  the  Indians  within  the  bounds  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  adjoining  provinces.  Among  several 
tribes,  Societies  have  been  formed ;  remarkable  changes  of  habits 
witnessed ;  and  numerous  reformations  from  great  profligacy.    The 
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Indian  is  striving,  with  the  energy  of  his  mighty  spirit, — and  that 
successfully, — to  rise  above  the  vice  whiich  degrades  even  the  sav- 
age ;  and  is  showing  that  he  too  has  self-respect,  self-denial,  hatred 
of  the  vice  taught  him  by  the  white  man,  and  determination  to  be 
firee  from  its  tyranny  and  miseries. 

Foreign. 

But  this  reformation  is  not  con6ned  to  the  United  Stales.  It 
has  commenced  in  the  British  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
ada, Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick ;  and  some  of  the  same 
classes  of  facts  existing  in  the  United  States,  show  there,  also, 
changes  of  great  importance. 

In  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  a  few  Societies  have  recent- 
ly been  formed ;  giving  hope  that  in  those  countries  there  is  prepa- 
ration for  the  extensive  and  successful  prosecution  of  this  enterprise. 

In  some  islands  of  the  Pacific,  also,  the  same  changes  have 
commenced. 

Contluiion. 

With  their  eyes  on  these  changes,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  oa 
the  interest  awakened  so  extensively,  upon  this  great  subject ;  your 
Committee  indulge  the  confident  expectation,  that  this  vice,  which 
has  made  so  many  nations  "  drunk  with  its  sorceries,"  is  yet  to  be- 
come, like  many  others,  the  vice  of  comparatively  a  few,  and  to  be 
branded  with  the  infamy  which  it  deserves ;  that  the  reformation  so 
auspiciously  commenced  in  our  country  will  be  witnessed  in  every 
other  portion  of  the  world,  where  intemperance  in  any  of  its  forms 
has  existence ;  that  the  time  is  to  arrive,  when  men's  minds,  in 
the  healthful  and  vigorous  energy  of  temperance,  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  pursuits  which  become  immortals ;  be  more  easily  accessible 
to  the  instructions  of  divine  truth,  and  to  those  influences  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  which  shall  prepare  them  for  the  holy  and  happy  en- 
joyments of  eternity. 

By  order  of  the  Exeetitive  Committee^ 

JBDWABD  W.  HOOKER, 

Editor  and  Associate  General  Agent. . 
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FORM   OF  A  CONSTITUTION 

FOR   AX 

AUXILIARY  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY. 


Akt.  1  •  This  Society  shall  be  called  the 


Temperance  Society,  Auxiliary  to  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety. 

Art.  2.  Any  person  subscribing  this  Constitution,  shall  be  a 
member  of  this  Society. 

Art.  3.  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  believing  that 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  only  unnecessar}',  but  hurtful  to  the 
social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of  men,  agree  that  we  will  not 
use  them  unless  in  case  of  bodily  hurt  ot  sickness  ;  that  we  will  not, 
as  an  article  of  luxury  or  living,  traffic  in  them  ;  nor  will  we  pro- 
Tide  them  for  the  entertainment  of  friends,  or  for  persons  in  our  em- 
ployment ;  and  in  all  suitable  ways  we  will  discountenance  the  use 
of  them  throughout  the  community. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice 
Prendent,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor,  who  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  and  shall  perform  the  duties  customarily  assigned  to  such 
officers. 

Art.  5.  The  officers  of  this  Society,  and  such  other  members 
as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall  constitute  an  Executive 
Committee,  and  perform  the  various  duties  which  are  needful  in  or- 
der to  promote  habits  of  temperance  to  the  greatest  extent ;  and 
shall  report  annually  to  the  Society. 

Art.  6.  This  Society  shall  meet  annually  on  the day  of 

,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Executive  Committee 

shall  appoint. 

Art.  7.  Any  person,  by  giving  a  written  notice  to  the  Secreta- 
ry, may  at  any  annual  meeting  withdraw  from  this  Society ;  and 
this  Constitution  may  at  any  annual  meeting,  by  a  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  be  altered  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Society. 


P.  S.  All  facts  connected  with  the  promotion  of  Temperance,  and  which  an 
adaptad  to  he  nseftil  to  the  Puhlic,  tho  Secretary  ia  requested  to  transmit  to  th» 
Editor  of  the  Journal  of  Humanity. 
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THK  WAY  TO  FORM  A  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY  ON  THE  PLAN 
OF  THE  FOREGOING  CONSTITUTION. 


After  the  facts  concerning  the  nature  and  effects  of  distilled  liquors 
have  been  made  known,  and  circulated  throughout  the  community,  let 
a  few  friends  of  Temperance  who  have  in  practice  adopted  the  plan  of 
entire  abstinence  from  the  use  and  the  traffic  in  these  liquors,  prepare 
a  constitution  and  sign  it  themselves  ;  and  let  it  be  signed  by  as  many 
of  both  sexes  in  their  own  families  as  wish  to  belong  to  the  Society. 
Then  let  the  constitution  be  shown  to  all  others  who  wish  to  see  it ; 
and  receive  the  signatures  of  all,  both  male  and  female,  who  have  in 
practice  adopted  the  plan,  and  choose  to  unite  in  such  an  association. 
After  all  such  persons  have  had  an  opportunity  to  sign  it,  let  them  and 
all  others  who  wish  to  unite  with  them,  be  invited  to  come  together, 
and  appoint  their  officers,  and  transact  any  other  business  which  the 
cause  of  temperance  requires.  In  this  way  they  will  avoid  the  error 
into  which  some  have  fallen,  of  calling  together  the  enemies  of  Tem- 
|>crance  to  decide  whether  it  is  expedient  for  its  friends  to  form  a  Tem« 
|H^rancc  Society.  All  collision  will  be  avoided,  the  Society  be  formed 
with  kindness  and  harmony,  and  great  good  will  be  accomplished. 
With  a  Temperance  Society  may,  in  many  cases,  be  connected  a  li- 
brary of  useful  books.  Stated  or  occasional  meetings  may  be  held  to 
obtain  and  communicate  information  ;  when  all  who  have  adopted  the 
plan  of  abstinence  and  are  disposed,  may  have  opportunity  to  join  the 
Society, 

In  many  places  societies,  which,  in  this  way  began  with  a  few  in- 
dividuals, have  from  their  obvious  utility,  in  a  short  time  increased  to 
hundreds,  and  hafe  accomplished  great  good  to  the  community. 
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coNSTiTUTiorr  or  the  society. 


Pkcakble.  WhereajEi  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  hna  been 
found  by  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable  majputude, 
bc^  as  to  tne  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  individuals,  fammes  and 
communities ;  and  whereas  the  prevalence  of  this  vice  has  such  a  fatal  ef- 
ficacy in  hindering  the  success  of  all  tiie  common  means  which  God  has 
appomted  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  men ;  and  whereas 
the  various  measures  which  the  mends  of  Christian  morality  have  adopted, 
though  not  altogether  unsuccessful,  luive  been  found  quite  insufficient  to  give 
any  effectual  and  permanent  check  to  this  desolating  evil ;  and  whereas 
some  more  vigorous  means  are  evidently  required, — some  sjrstem  of  in- 
struction and  action,  which  will  make  a  steady  and  powerful  impression  on 
the  present  and  following  generations,  and  will,  in  this  wav,  ultimately  ef- 
fect a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regara  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  intemper- 
ance, which  has  already  caused  such  desolations  in  every  part  of  our 
country,  and  which  threatens  destruction  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
growing  and  mighty  Republic ; — therefore  the  finends  of  domestic  and 
social  uppiness  now  present,  wishing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
the  vremxe  of  their  fellow  men,  resolve  to  form  a  Society,  with  the  follow- 
ing Constitution,  namely : — 

Article  I.    The  Society  shall  be  called  The  Americait  Temferaitce 

SOCIXTT. 

Art.  n.  The  Society  shall,  from  time  to  time,  elect  additional  mem- 
bers, as  they  shall  judge  expedient ;  always  keeping  in  mind  that  elections 
are  so  to  be  made,  as  shall  best  accord  with  the  desi^  of  rendering  this  a 
national  institution,  and  giving  it  the  most  extensive  mfluence  possible. 

Art.  m.  Any  person  who  mys  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  five 
dollars  annually,  or  who  has  paid  or  shall  pay  thirty  doUars,  at  one  time, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society ;  provided  the  donor  shall  also  subscribe 
to  Ihe  following : — ^I  pledge  myseLT  to  an  entire  abstinence  from  the  use 
ai  ardent  spirits,  except  when  prescribed  by  a  temperate  physician,  in  case 
of  sickiiess.*' 

Art.  IV.  Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shall  pay,  not  less  than 
thirty  dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  honorary  mem- 
ber thereof;  and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay,  not 
lesi  thui  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  shall  appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President,  Vice  President, 
CoRespondmg  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  TVeasurer,  Auditor,  an 
Executive  C<WQniittee  of  five  members,  and  such  other  ofiicera  as  shall  in 
thete  opfadon  be  neeessaiy. 


VI  CONSTITUTION  OF   THE    SOCIETT. 

Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  general  super- 
intendence of  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  measures  to 
be  pursued  for  promoting  its  object 

Art.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  of 
the  Vice  President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  to  call 
special  meetings,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  carr^ 
into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to  take  proper  measures 
for  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  accomplishing  its  benevolent  designs ; 
to  appoint  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  most 
conducive  to  the  great  object  of  the  Society;  to  draw  orders  on  the 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all  moneys,  which  shall  be  expended  in  this 
work  of  love ;  to  inspect  annually  the  state  of  the  treasury ;  and,  in  gen- 
eral, to  perform  all  other  duties,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution, 
which  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  promoting  habits  of  temperance  to 
the  greatest  extent  Of  their  proceedings  they  shall  make  an  annual  re- 
port to  the  Society. 

Art.  IX.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  devote 
himself  with  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society.  And  in 
execution  of  his  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  make  appropriate  communications,  by  pamphlets, 
correspondence,  and  personal  interviews,  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to 
physicians,  and  others,  and  to  consult  and  co-operate  with  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  those  under  their  influence  against  the  evils  of  intem- 
perance ;  to  take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  make  a  seasonable  and 
salutary  impression,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  those  who  are  favored 
with  a  public  and  refined  education,  and  are  destined  in  various  ways  to 
have  a  leading  influence  in  society ;  to  make  it  a  serious  object  to  intro- 
duce into  the  publications  of  the  day,  essays  and  addresses  on  the  subject 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  induce  teachers,  and  those  concerned  in  the 
support  of  schools,  to  labor  diligently  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  young 
with  the  alarming  and  dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed  who  indulge 
themselves  in  the  use  of  strong  drink ;  to  make  affectionate  and  earnest 
addresses  to  Christian  churches,  to  parents  and  guardians,  to  children,  ap- 
prentices, and  servants,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  persons,  and  to  set 
clearly  before  them  the  effect  of  spirituous  liquors  on  health,  on  reputation, 
and  on  all  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men,  and  to  urge  them, 
by  tlie  most  weighty  arguments,  drawn  from  the  present  and  tlie  future 
world,  to  keep  themselves  at  a  distance  from  this  insidious  and  destructive 
foe ;  to  do  whatever  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards  the  forming  of 
voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  ends  of  this  So- 
ciety ;  and,  in  general,  to  labor,  by  aU  suitable  means,  and  in  reliance 
upon  the  divine  blessing,  to  fix  the  eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes,  and 
of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  this  Soci- 
ety aims  to  prevent,  and  on  the  immeasurable  good  which  it  aims  to  secure ; 
and  to  produce  such  a  change  of  public  sentiment,  and  such  a  renova- 
tion of  the  habits  of  individuals,  and  the  customs  of  the  community,  that,  in 
the  end,  temperance^  tmth  all  its  aUendant  bUsnngs,  may  universally  prevaiL 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary  and  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  principle  to  regulate 
their  measures,  that,  while  they  are  to  make  use  perseveringly  of  all  fit 
and  promising  means  for  the  reformation  of  those  who  have  already,  in 
different  degrees,  contracted  habits  of  intemperance, — the  utility  of  the 
institution  must  chidly  consist  in  guarding  against  danger  those  who  are 
yet  uncontaminated  by  this  loathwme  and  fatal  vice. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  at  Park  Street 
Vestry,  Boston,  May  18,  1831. 

Hon.  Heman  Lincoln  was  called  to  the  chair,  land  Enoch 
Hale,  M.  D.,  appointed  clerk.  The  meeting  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 

The  Hon.  Marcus  Morton,  and  Rev.  Leonard  Woods, 
D.  D.,  having,  on  account  of  other  numerous  duties,  declined  a 
re-election,  the  following  persons  were  chosen  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year : — 

Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  President, 
S.  V.  S.*  WILDER,  Esq.,  Vice  President 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,   Cor.  Secretary. 
ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 
Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  Treasurer. 
HENRY  HILL,  Esq.,  AudUor. 

ExecuHve  Committee. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE. 
JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 
Hon.  HEMAN  LINCOLN. 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS. 
ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D. 

At  7  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Society,  and  its  friends,  met  at  Park 
Street  Church ;  the  President  in  the  chair.  The  services  were 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Wisner,  D.  D.  Por- 
tions of  the  Report  were  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 


VIU  ANmiAL    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Cornelius,  Secretaiy  of  the  American 
Education  Society,  seconded  by  Bradford  Sumner,  Esq.,  of 
Boston, — 

Resolved,  That  the  Report,  extracts  from  which  have  now  been  read, 
be  accepted,  and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Cpmmittee. 

On  motion  of  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.  D.,  of  Randolph,  Mass., 
seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fay,  of  Charlestown,  Mass., — 

Resohtdy  That  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  by  men  in  health,  is  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  life,  and,  as  such,  ought  to  be  abandoned  by  the  whole 
communi^. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Professor  Hitchcock,  of  Amherst  College, 
seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher,  of  Boston, — 

Resolved^  That  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as  an  article  of  luxury  or  diet, 
is  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  religion,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
abandoned  throughout  the  Christian  world. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  Alden,  Professor  Hitchcock^ 
and  Dr.  Beecher. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  sine  die. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, haying  been  permitted,  through  the  Idndness  ai  the  Lord,  to 
contimie  their  labors  in  his  service,  wouM,  as  a  testimonj  to  Uei 
goodness,  present  their  Fourth  Report. 

In  the  evils  which  this  Society  aims  to  remove,  the  connection 
between  error  in  principle,  and  immorality  in  practice,  is  strikingly 
exhibited.  Less  than  three  hundred  years  ago,*  the  error  began  to 
prevail  in  Great  Britain,  that  ardent  spirit,  as  an  article  of  luxury 
or  diet,  or  as  an  aid  to  labor,  is  useiiil.  The  cause  of  this  error 
was,  the  deceptive  feelings  of  those  who  used  it.  Being,  in  its 
nature,  a  mocker,  it  deceived  them.  By  disturbing  heahhy  action 
and  inducing  disease,  it  created  an  unnatural  thirst ;  the  gratificatioa 
of  which,  like  the  gratification  of  the  desire  of  amiing  in  the  man 
who  sins,  causes  it  to  increase  ;  and  the  end  is  death. 

The  consequence  has  been,  as  stated  by  a  writer  in  Scotland, 
and  as  iOustrated  by  facts,  <'  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  intem- 
perance has  cost  that  coimtry  more  lives,  demoralized  more  persons, 
broken  more  heaiis,  beggared  more  families,  and  sent  more  souls  to 
perdition,  than  all  other  vices  put  together." 

This  fatal  error,  that  ai'dent  spirit  is  for  men  in  health  useful,  did 
not  prevail  generally  among  the  mass  of  people  in  this  country,  till 
after  the  American  Revolution.  In  that  mignty  struggle  whmh  gave 
birth  to  a  nation,  and  in  the  numerous  hiffdships  and  daneers  to 
which   the   soldiers  were   exposed,  they  were  iiimished,  by  the 

S^vemment,  with  a  portion  of  this  poison,  under  the  fittal  delusion 
at  it  would  do  them  good.  The  consequence  was,  as,  under 
similar  circumstances,  it  ever  must  be,  the  diseased  ajqpetite  which 
diis  poison  creates,  was  formed  by  great  numbers ;  was  carried  out 
bjr  them,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  into  the  community ;  and  was  ex- 
tended through  the  country. 

At  the  close  of  tlie  first  half  century  of  our  national  existence, 
this  diseased  appetite  had  become  so  prevalent  as  to  demand,  annu- 
aDy,  for  its  gratification,  more  than  sixty  million  gallons  of  liquid 
fire.     And  while  it  cost  the  consumers  more  tmun  diirty  miuon 

*  AppxifOiX;  A.  ^ 
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doUarSy  it  caused  more  than  three  fourtha  of  all  the  pauperism, 
crimes,  and  wretchedness  of  the  community.  It  also  greatly  m- 
creased  the  number,  frequency,  and  violence  of  diseases ;  and; 
according  to  the  testimony  of  the  most  intelligent  and  judicious 
physicians,  occasioned  annually  the  loss  of  more  wan  thirty  thousand 
fives.  The  loss  of  property,  occasioned  by  the  consumption  of 
ardent  spirit,  amounted,  in  forty  years,  to  a  greater  sum  than  the 
value  of  all  the  houses  and  lands  in  the  United  States,  forty  years 
ago.  The  use  of  it  caused  a  destruction — and,  there  is  reason  to 
fear,  for  both  worlds— of  more  than  half  a  million  of  men. 

Though  no  exact  account  had  been  taken  in  this  country,  it  was 
known  that  it  had  destroyed  the  reason  of  a  great  portion  of  all  the 
maniacs  in  the  land  ;  and  had  lessened  the  reason,  as  well  as  weak- 
ened the  bodies,  blunted  the  moral  susceptibilities,  and  hardened 
the  hearts  of  all  who  had  freely  used  it. 

Of  seven  hundred  and  eighly-one  maniacs  in  two  hospitals  in 
Grreat  Britain,  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  were  made  such  by 
intemperance.*  And  had  the  inquiry  been  as  carefully  made  m  this 
country,  the  result  might  have  been  substantially  the  same.  The 
free  use  of  this  stimulant  had,  in  many  cases,  caused  a  predisposition 
to  insanity,  not  only  in  those  who  used  it,  but  in  their  children, 
and  children's  children.  A  tendency  to  this  disease,  and  many 
others  occasioned  by  strong  drink,  had  become  hereditary,  and 
was  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation.  A  diminution  of 
size  and  stature,  a  decrease  of  bodily  and  mental  strength,  a  feeUe- 
ness  of  vision,  and  a  premature  old  age,  told  of  a  disease  that  had 
seized  on  the  vitals,  and  was  consuming  the  energies  of  life.  The 
use  of  this  liquid  was  causing  a  general  deterioration  of  body  and 
mind,  and  was  threatening  to  roll  its  curses,  in  broader  and  deeper 
streams,  over  all  future  generations. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  such  was  the  nature  of  this  poison, 
and  such  its  power  to  deceive  those  who  used  it,  that  the  opinion 
was  almost  universal,  that  the  use  of  it  was  salutary,  and  to  laboring 
men  needful. 

Trotter,'  who  had  as  good  an  opportunity  and  was  as  well  able 
to  judge  as  any  man,  had  mdeed  said,  "That  of  all  the  evils  of 
human  life,  no  cause  of  disease  had  so  wide  a  range,  or  so  large  a 
share,  as  the  use  of  i^irituous  liquors ;  and  that  more  than  half  of  all 
the  sudden  deaths  were  occasioned  by  them ;" — and  Aitman  had 
declared,  "That  art  never  made  so  fatal  a  present  to  mankind 
as  the  invention  of  distilling  them." 

Willan  had  said,  "  That  the  use  of  these  liquors,  in  large  cities, 
produced  more  diseases  than  confined  air,  unwholesome  exhala- 
tioos,  and  the  combined  influence  of  all  other  evils ;" — and  Pans, 

*  Appsitdix,  B. 
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**That  the  art  of  distUlation  must  be  regarded  as  the  greatest 
curse  ever  inflicted  on  human  nature ;  and  that  ardent  spirits  produce 
more  than  half  of  all  chronical  diseases.'^ 

Darwin  had  testified,  ^'  That  when  chronical  diseases  arise  from 
the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  they  are  liable  to  become  hereditary,  even 
to  the  third  generation ;  and  if  the  cause  is  continued,  to  increase 
till  the  family  becomes  extinct." 

Frank  had  declared,  ''That  the  use  of  these  liquors  ought  to  be 
entirely  dispensed  with,  on  account  of  their  tendency,  even  when 
taken  in  small  doses,  to  induce  disease,  premature  old  age  and 
death ;" — and  Cheyne  had  stigmatized  them,  as  being  '*  roost  like 
opium  in  their  nature  and  operation,  and  most  like  arsenic  in  their 
deleterious  and  poisonous  effects." 

Mosely  had  said,  from  his  own  observation,  having  resided  in  the 
West  Indies,  "  That  persons  who  drink  nothing  but  cold  water,  or 
make  it  their  principal  drink,  are  but  little  afl^ted  by  tropical  cli- 
mates ;  that  they  undergo  the  greatest  fatigue  without  inconvenience, 
and  are  not  so  subject  as  others  to  dangerous  diseases ;" — and  BeU, 
''That  rum,  when  used  even  moderately,  always  diminishes  the 
strength,  renders  men  more  susceptible  of  disease,  and  unfits  them 
fcr  any  service  in  which  vigor  and  activity  are  required ;  and  that 
we  might  as  well  throw  oil  into  a  house,  the  roof  of  which  was  on 
fire,  in  order  to  prevent  the  flames  from  extending  to  the  inside,  as 
to  pour  ardent  spirits  into  the  stomach,  to  lessen  the  efkct  of  a 
hot  sun  upon  the  skin." 

Munro  had  declared,  ''That  a  man  had  no  more  need  of  ardent 
8|Hrit  than  a  cow,  or  a  horse ;" — and  Kirk,  "  That  fifteen  out  of 
twenty  cases  of  liver  complaint  were  occasioned  by  the  use  of  it ; 
and  that  men  who  had  always  been  considered  temperate  had, 
by  using  it,  shortened  life  more  than  twenty  years."  He  had  also 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  regular  and  respectable  use  of  this 
poison  kills  more  men  than  drunkenness  itselt.  Barkhausen  had 
testified,  "That  he  had  known  persons  aflfected  even  with  delirium 
tremens,  who  had  never  been  intoxicated  in  their  whole  lives." 

Rush  had  maintained,  "  That  men  in  all  kinds  of  business  would 
be  better  without  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors ;  and  that  there  are 
but  one  or  two  cases  in  which  they  can  be  used  without  essential 
injury ;" — and  Chapman,  "  That  the  evils  of  using  them  are  so 
mat,  that  the  emptying  of  Pandora's  box  was  but  the  type  of  what 
ns  been  experienced  by  the  difiHision  of  these  liquors  among  the 
human  species !" 

Others  had  given  a  similar  testimony,  and  denounced  the  use  of 
them  altogether,  except  in  case  of  necessity.  But,  with  many 
who  prctfessed  to  adopt  this  rule,  the  difficult  was,  the  necessi^, 
in  their  estimation,  came  every  day.  The  consequence  was,  if 
Ib^  and  their  children  did  not  become  drunkards,  they  raiaed  no 
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to  that  tide  of  drunkenness  which  was  sweeping  through  die 

Judge  Hale,  after  twenty  years'  observation  and  experience,  had 
dedared,  ''lint  if  all  the  murders,  and  manslaughters,  and 
hirdaries,  and  robberies,  and  riots,  and  tumults,  the  adulteries,  fomi- 
oatkms,  rapes,  and  other  great  enormities,  which  had  been  commit- 
ted within  that  time,  were  divided  into  five  parts,  four  of  them 
would  be  found  to  have  been  the  result  of  intemj^rance." 

The  Sheriff  cif  London  and  Middlesex  had  said,  ^'  That  the  evil 
which  lies  at  the  nxH  of  all  other  evils,  is  that,  especially,  of  drink- 
ins  ardent  spirit ;  that  he  had  lon^  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing 
cnminals  refer  all  their  misery  to  this,  so  that  he  had  ceased  to  ask 
the  cause  of  their  ruin,  so  universally  was  it  effected  by  m^irituous 
liquors.'*  And  Mr.  Poinder,  in  an  examination  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  testified,  ''That  from  &cts,that 
had  fidlen  under  his  own  observation,  he  was  persuaded  that,  in  all 
triab  for  murder,  with  very  few,  if  any  exceptions,  it  woidd  ap- 
pear, OB  investigation,  that  the  criminal  had,  in  the  first  mstance,  de- 
nvered  up  his  mind  to  the  brutalizing  effects  of  spirituous  liquors.' 
And  similar  was  the  testimony  from  others. 

Jolm  Wesley  had  declared,  and  published  to  the  wcurld,  "  That 
the  men  who  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  sell  to  all  who  will  buy,  are 
poisoners  general;  that  they  murder  his  majesty's  subjects  by 
whcdesale;  neither  does  their  eye  pity  or  spare.  And  what,"  said 
he, ''  is  their  gain  ?  Is  it  not  the  blood  of  these  men  ?  Who  would 
envy  dieir  large  estates,  and  sumptuous  palaces  ?  A  curse  is  in  the 
midst  of  them.  The  curse  of  God  is  on  their  gardens,  their  walks, 
tbeir  groves ;  a  fire  that  bums  to  the  nethermost  hell.  Blood, 
bkxid,  is  there ;  the  foundation,  the  floor,  the  walls,  the  roof,  are 
stained  with  blood.  And  canst  thou  hope,  O  man  of  blood,  though 
thoB  art  clothed  m  scarlet,  and  fine  linen,  and  farest  sumptuou^ 
evenr  day,  canst  thou  hope  to  deliver  down  the  fields  of  blood  to  the 
diira  generadon  ?  Not  so-— there  is  a  (jod  in  heaven ;  therefore  thy 
name  shall  be  rooted  out.  Like  as  those  whom  thou  hast  destroyed, 
both  body  and  soul,  thy  memorial  shall  perish  with  thee." 

The  Friends  had  prohibited  their  members  fipom  engaging  in  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  discountenanced  the  use  m  it  as  an 
immorally. 

Yet  such  was  the  power  of  aident  spirit  to  blind  the  understand- 
ing, sear  the  cooacience,  and  harden  the  heart,  that,  notwithstanding 
these,  and  other  simOar  testimonies  fit>m  physicians,  jurists  and 
divines,  many  were  engaged  in  the  traffic ;  some  who  professed  to 
be  Christiant,  who  had  covenanted  to  do  good,  and  good  cMily,  as 
thliy  had  oppcntunity,  to  all,  were  making,  and,  for  the  sake  of  gain, 
wen  fomirioDg  to  all  who  wouM  pqTcln»e,  dwt  which  tended  to  ruin 
dRBii  and  Aflir  dddren  afier  them,  for  both  worlds.    And  so  de* 
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ceived  were  the  community,  that  it  was  generally  thought  to  be 

Proper.  It  was  licensed  by  the  government,  and  sanctioned  by 
christian  churches.  Some  who  were  officers  in  these  churches, 
and  who  profess  to  be  ministers  of  the  gosf^el,  were  actively  en- 
gaged in  tumishing  that  which  tended,  with  its  whole  influence,  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  and  to  perpetuate  spiritual  death 
to  all  future  generations. 

But  a  great  change  has  been  commenced ;  and  one  whichi  in 
the  rapidity  and  extent  of  its  progress,  has  no  parallel  in  the  history 
of  man.  Already  is  it  spoken  of,  by  the  wise  and  the  good  in  this 
and  other  countries,  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 

'^The  great  discoveiy,"  says  a  European  writer,  ^^has  at  length 
come  forth  like  the  light  of  a  new  day,  that  the  temperate  meml^ 
of  society  are  the  chief  agents  in  promoting  and  perpetuating 
drunkenness.  On  whose  mind  this  great  trudi  first  rose,  is  not 
known.  Whoever  he  was,  whether  humble  or  great,  peace  to  his 
memory.  He  has  done  more  for  the  world  than  he  who  enriched 
it  with  the  knowledge  of  a  new  continent ;  and  posterity,  to  the  re- 
motest generation,  shall  walk  in  the  light  which  he  has  thrown 
around  d^em.  Had  it  not  been  for  him,  Americans  and  Europeans 
might  have  continued  to  countenance  the  moderate  ordinary  use  of 
a  substance,  whose  most  moderate  ordinary  use  is  temptation  and 
danger ;  and,  amidst  a  flood  of  prejudice  and  temptation,  urged  on- 
ward fay  themselves,  they  would  have  made  rules  against  drunken- 
ness, like  ropes  of  sand,  to  be  burst  and  buried  by  the  coming  wave. 
Temperance  Societies,"  he  says,  *'  have  not  only  made  America  truly 
the  new  world,  but  in  a  few  months  they  have  produced  an  un- 
paralleled change  in  many  districts  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

And  says  another  writer,  '^  Temperance  Societies  have  arisen  on 
our  darkness  like  the  cheering  star  of  hope.  They  now  flash  across 
our  Eastern  hemisphere  with  the  bright  and  beauteous  radiance  of 
the  bow  of  promise." 

And  says  another  writer,  '^  It  would  be  an  act  of  ingratitude 
towards  our  American  friends,  were  we  in  any  degree  to  throw  mto 
the  shade  the  obliglations  under  which  we  lie  to  them  for  having 
originated  this  noble  cause.  If  the  names  of  Washington  and 
odiers  are  deservedly  dear  to  them  for  their  struggles  in  ue  cause 
of  fineedom,  there  are  other  names  which  will  descend  to  the 
Inest  posterity,  as  the  deliverers  of  their  country  from  a  thraldom 
more  dreadful  by  far  than  that  of  any  foreign  yoke." 

"The  American  Temperance  Society,"  says  a  writer  of  our  own 
country,  "  has  accomfdished  more  good  than  any  other  ever  formed, 
k  the  same  space  of  time.  The  precipice  over  which  we  were 
faUbg  has  been  described,  the  alarm  has  been  sounded,  and  we 
are  not  k)st.  Heaven  has  decreed  that  we  shall  not  be  heL  God 
has  said  to  America,  as  he  did  of  okl  to  ancient  Sodom,  *  I  will  save 
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you,  if  ten  righteous,  sober  men  can  be  found.'  They  have  been 
tound,  and  we  are  redeemed." 

•  And  says  another,  ^'  The  greatest  improvement  of  modem  times 
consists  in  the  discovery  that  alcohol,  as  a  beverage,  is  poison  for 
the  mind,  as  well  as  the  body ;  and  the  greatest  invention  of  our 
day  is,  that  of  constructing  those  moral  machines,  called  Tempe- 
rance Societies.  They  as  far  exceed  steam-engines,  railways, 
cotton-spinning  machines,  &lc.  as  the  mind  is  superior  to  matter ; 
and  the  bodies  and  souls  of  mankind,  are  of  more  consequence  tlian 
money,  and  merchandise.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  the  time  wiU 
soon  arrive,  when  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  will  com- 
pose a  Temperance  Society  ;  of  which  every  man,  woman  and 
child,  who  has  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  will  be  a  member." 

Multitudes  now  believe,  that  they  cannot  continue  even  to  use 
ardent  spirit,  without  tlie  commission  of  knoun  and  aggravated  sin ; 
or  iiimisn  it  for  others,  without  being  accessory  to  the  ruin,  temporal 
and  eternal,  of  their  fellow  men.  Hundreds  of  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel^ thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  professed  Christians,  and 
tiundreds  of  thousands  of  distinguished  and  philanthropic  men,  have 
become  convinced,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as  an  article  of 
luxury  or  diet,  is  mconsistent  with  the  Christian  religion,  and  ougttt 
to  be  abandoned  throughout  the  world. 

When  great  changes  take  place  in  the  natural  or  metal  world, 
many  are  anxious  to  know  the  cause;  and  the  means  by  which 
those  changes  were  effected.  This  is  now  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  Temperance  Reformation.  Numerous  inquiries  have  been 
made,  during  the  past  year,  in  this  and  other  countries,  with  regard 
to  the  origin  of  the  American  Temperance  Society ;  and  the  rea- 
•sons  which  led  its  friends  to  adopt  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirit^  as  the  first  grand  principle  of  their  operations. 

These  inquiries  the  Committee  are  disposed  to  answer ;  both  as 
a  testimony  to  the  divine  goodness,  ana  an  encouragement  to  all 
who  are  disposed.  In  dependence  on  divine  aid,  and  m  the  use  pf 
suitable  means,  to  attempt  to  do  all  for  the  benefit  of  man  which 
needs  to  be  done. 

About  seventeen  years  ago,  a  communication  was  made  by  a 
member  of  this  Committee,  on  the  evils  of  using  intoxicating  liquors 
at  funerals ;  and  reasons  were  presented,  why  this  practice,  which  had 
become  common  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  should  be  done 
away.  One  reason  was,  the  tendency  of  this  practice  to  prevent 
the  benefit  that  might  otherwise  be  derived  from  providences,  and 
the  religious  exercises  of  funeral  occasions.  The  e&ct  showed 
that  such  labors  are  not  in. vain  in  the  Lord.  The  practice  de- 
clined, and  was  soon,  in  a  ereat  measure,  done  away. 

Not  long  after,  he  made  another  communication  on  the  evils  of 
furnishing  ardent  spirit  as  an  article  of  entertainment,  especiaJly  to 
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ministers  of  the  gospel ;  a  practice  which  was  also  common,  and  was 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  suitable  expression  of  respect  and  kind- 
ness toward  the  ministerial  office.  The  effect  of  this  also  was 
strongly  marked ;  and  some  persons  from  that  time  adopted  the 
plan  of  not  using  ardent  spirit  on  any  occasion.  The  benefits  of 
abstmence  were  striking;  facts  were  collected,  and  arrangements 
made  for  a  more  extended  exhibition  of  this  subject.  Men  were 
found  who  had  been  led  by  their  own  reflections,  in  view  of  the  evil 
which  it  occasions,  to  renounce  the  use  of  this  poison ;  and  others 
who  had  never  used  it.  Yet,  as  a  body,  they  enjoyed  better  health 
than  those  who  continued  to  use  it,  were  more  uniform  and  consist- 
ent in  their  deportment,  and  more  ready  for  every  good  word  and 
work. 

In  1822,  a  teamster,  partially  intoxicated,  by  using  what  some 
persons,  for  less,  probably,  than  twenty-five  cents,  had  given  him,  fell 
under  the  wheels  of  his  wagon,  and  waiSs  crushed  to  death.  Anoth- 
er man,  tending  a  coal-pit,  became  partially  intoxicated,  fell  asleep 
on  some  straw,  and  was  burnt  to  death.  These  events  occasioned 
the  delivery  of  two  discourses,  viz.  one  on  the  wretchedness  of  in- 
temperate men,  and  another  on  the  duty  of  preventing  sober  men 
firom  becoming  intemperate ;  tliat,  when  the  present  race  of  drunk- 
ards should  be  removed,  the  whole  land  might  be  free.  The  means 
of  doing  #his,  the  sure  means,  and  the  only  means,  were  shown  to 
be,  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxiccUiTig  liquors.  This  was 
shown,  by  facts,  to  be  both  practicable  and  expedient,  and  was  urged 
as  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men ;  a  duty  which  they  owed 
to  God,  to  themselves,  their  children,  their  country,  and  the 
world. 

This  doctrine  appeared  to  many  to  be  strange ;  excited  great  at- 
tention, occasioned  much  conversation,  and,  through  the  blessing  of 
the  Lord,  produced  great  results.  It  was  again  and  again  enforced. 
A  conviction  of  the  duty  of  abstmence  was  fastened  on  many  con- 
sciences ;  and  it  became  evident  fix)m  facts,  that  this  doctrine  is 
adapted  to  commend  itself  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight 
ofGod. 

A  man,  for  instance,  distinguished  for  sobriety  and  influence,  said, 
**  When  I  first  heard  the  doctrine  of  abstinence,  I  did  not  believe  it. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  thought  it  was  going  so  much  too  far,  that 
it  would  only  do  hurt.  I  was  opposed  to  intemperance  as  much  as  any 
one,  but  I  thought  that  the  temperate  use  of  ardent  spirit  was,  for 
men  who  labor,  in  hot  weather,  necessary.  I  did  not  believe  that 
men  could  work  without.  My  father  used  it :  though  I  recollect, 
when  I  was  about  fourteen  years  old,  two  gaUons  would  cany  him 
and  his  workmen  through  all  the  busmess  of  the  season ;  and  vriien 
I  left  him  at  twenty-one,  it  took  twelve  or  fifteen  galbns  to  do  the 
same  work.     However,  I  began  in  the  same  way,  and  continued, 
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till  I  heard  that  sermon.  And  I  then  thought,  that  the  man  who 
could  say,  that  all  men,  in  all  kinds  of  business,  would  be  better  with- 
out the  use  of  ardebt  spirit,  did  not  understand  the  subject.  How- 
ever, I  thought  of  it  as  1  went  home — ^I  thought  of  it  the  next  day— - 
it  kept  m  my  mind ;  and,  seeing  its  awfid  effects  among  the  poor,  I 
said  to  myself,  If  it  is  true  that  men  can  live  without,  and  would  be 
better  wiuiout,  it  would  be  a  great  improvement,  and  woiUd  save 
property,  character,  life  and  soul,  to  a  great  amount.  So  I  resolved 
to  know  whether  it  is  true  or  not.  I  resolved,  that  I  would  not 
use  any  myself  for  three  months.  I  said  notliing,  however,  tox>thers, 
lest  they  ^ould  think  I  was  becoming  wild ;  but  before  the  close  of 
three  months,  I  began  to  suspect  that  it  is  true.  I  certainly  felt  better 
than  before ; '  and  I  resolved  to  try  it  three  months  more.  At  the 
end  of  six  months,  I  was  as  perfectly  satisfied  as  I  ever  was  of  any 
thing,  that  the  idea  which  I  had,  and  which  most  men  have,  that 
the  use  of  spirit  does  good,  is  a  delusion.  O,"  said  he,  '^  it  is  one  of 
the  greatest  delusions  under  which  sober  men  ever  were.  I  after- 
wards mentioned  it  to  my  workmen,  and  we  agreed  that  vre  would 
not  use  any  br  a  year.  And  now,  for  ahnost  two  years,  we  have 
not  used  a  drop ;  and  we  are  all  persuaded,  that  we  are  vastly  bet- 
ter without  it. 

Others  tried  it,  and  came  to  the  same  result.  All  wlio  made  the 
experiment  were  satisfied  that  men  in  all  kinds  of  business  are  bet- 
ter without  it. 

And  the  question  arose.  Who  knows,  should  the  subject  be  pre- 
sented kindly  and  plainly  throughout  the  United  "States — be  illus- 
trated by  facts,  and  pressed  on  the  conscience — but  that  it  may, 
through  the  divine  blessing,  change  the  habits  of  the  nation  ?  Who 
knows,  but  that  our  children,  and  children's  children,  may  be  raised 
up  free  from  this  abomination,  to  be  instrumental  in  perpetuating 
the  blessings  of  firee  institutions — ^to  be  themselves  made  free  by 
the  Son  of  God — and  to  spread  the  light  and  glory  of  that  freedom 
round  the  globe  P 

In  1825,  the  present  Corresponding  Secretary  wrote  the  Tract 
No.  176  of  the  American  Tract  Society's  series,  entitled  "The 
WELL-CONDUCTED  Fabm,"  exhibiting  the  result  of  an  experiment 
made  by  an  original  member  of  this  Committee,  upon  an  extensive 
farming  establishment,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  Mass.  Thb 
tract  was  the  same  year  printed,  and  circulated  extensively  throu^ 
the  country. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  of  abstinence,  which 
were  shown  to  have  resulted  to  the  workmen,  viz.  They  had  a 
better  appetite  for  food,  and  were  more  nourished  by  it,  than  be* 
fore.  They  had  greater  vigor  of  body  and  mind ;  they  performed 
more  labor,  with  greater  ease,  and  were  fi^ee  fipom  many  of  the 
diseases  to  whk^h  they  were  before  accustomed.    They  accumu- 
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hied  more  proper^,  were  more  happy,  and  were  more  useful  to 
themselves  and  others. 

The  following  were  some  of  the  advantages  of  abstinence  which 
were  shown  to  have  resulted  to  their  empkyer : — ^The  men  did 
more  work,  and  in  a  better  manner.  It  was  easier  to  have  a  place 
for  every  thing,  and  to  have  every  thing  in  its  place.  The  walls 
and  fences  were  kept  in  good  repair  without  direction  from  the 
owner.  The  cattle  did  not,  as  before,  break  in  and  destroy  the 
ctojpB.  The  farm  was  more  productive,  and  the  fruits  were  gath- 
ered in  better  season.  The  tools  were  kept  in  better  order ;  the 
bams  exhibited  greater  neatness ;  the  cattle  and  horses  were  more 
kind — and  showed,  in  various  ways,  the  benefits  of  abstinence  from 
strong  drink.  The  men  were  more  respectfiil  and  uniform  in  their 
deportment ;  were  more  contented  with  their  living ;  more  desirous 
of  being  present  at  morning  and  evening  family  devotion ;  were  more 
attentive  at  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  and  were  more  interest- 
ed in  the  wel&re  of  all  around  them. 

It  was  then  shown  that,  should  aU  the  people  of  the  United 
States  adopt  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
die  following  would  be  some  of  the  beneficial  results,  viz. 

They  would  enjoy  better  heakh,  be  able  to  accomplish  more 
business,  and  live  to  a  greater  age.  None  of  them  would  ever  be- 
come intemperate ;  and  as  soon  as  the  present  drunkards  should  be 
dead,  intemperance  would  be  done  away.  They  would  save  a  vast 
amount  of  property ;  remote  one  of  the  principsJ  causes  of  pauper- 
im  and  crime,  dbease,  insanity  and  death ;  one  of  the  greatest 
dangers  to  our  firee  institutions,  and  one  of  the  mightiest  obstnictions 
to  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  all  the  means  of  grace ;  and 
would  greatly  increase  die  prospect  of  their  happiness  and  use- 
fiilneas,  and  that  of  their  children,  for  both  worlds.* 

The  same  year,  the  following  sentiments  were  delivered  by  John 
Ware,  M.  D.,  before  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Suppression 
of  Intemperance.f 

*'  It  is  an  impression  almost  universal  among  the  labcMing  classes, 
that  ardent  spirits,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  are,  at  least,  of  great 
use  and  importance,  as  a  support  during  labor ;  and  that,  moderately 
used,  they  are  a  salutary,  or,  at  least,  an  innocent  stimulus.  But  no 
impression  can  be  more  unfounded,  no  opinion  more  btBliy  fidae, 
than  that  which  attributes  to  spirituous  liquors  anv  power  of  pnunot- 
ii|g  bodily  strength,  or  supporting  the  system  under  labor  or  fatigue. 
Experience  has  in  all  quarters  most  abundantly  proved  the  contrary. 
None  labor  so  constantly,  so  cheerfully  and  with  so  little  exhaus- 
tioD,  as  those  who  entirely  abstain ;  none  endure  so  well  hardshipB 
and  exposure,  the  inclemency  of  weather,  and  the  vicissitude  of 

*  Appkvdix,  C.  t  Appnon,  IX 
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Similar  testimonies  began  to  multiply.    The  evils  of  using,  and 
the  benefits  of  abstaining  fix)m  ardent  spirit,  became  more  and  more 
conspicuous ;  and  also  the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  encouragement, 
to  make  more  systematic,  general  and  persevering  eflbrts  on  the 
subject.     Individuals  not  only  abstained,  but,  in  some  cases,  agreed 
together,  that  they  would  not  use  or  furnish  to  others  that  destruc- 
tive poison.     But  there  was  no  system,  no  plan  of  operation,  to 
cause  such  a  union  to  become  universal ;  and  it  was  evident  that, 
unless  something  more  universal,  efficacious  and  persevering  should 
be  done,  our  country  would  be  ruined ;  the  gospel  would  never  have 
its  legitimate  mfluence  over  the  human  mind,  and  the  reign  of  dark- 
ness and  sin  would  be  perpetuated  to  the  end  of  time.     Past  effi)rts, 
though  they  had  on  some  spots,  and  in  some  cases,  done  good, 
had  not  struck  at  the  toot  of  the  evil.    Their  obiect  was,  to  regu- 
late the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  not  to  abolish  it.     Those  who  made 
them  admitted,  and  most  of  them  practised,  the  fundamental  error, 
that  men  in  health  might,  without  injury,  and,  of  course,  without 
sin,  use  the  poison,  if  they  did  not  use  too  much.     This  was  the 
case  with  members  of  oocieues  for  the  Suppression  of  Intem- 
perance.   Thus,  while  they  only  retarded  the  growth,  or  clipped  off 
a  few  of  the  top  twigs  of  this  poisonous  tree,  the  roots  were  con- 
stantlv  nourished,  and  daily  struck  deeper  and  deeper.     While  the 
friends  of  temperance  were  reforming  one  old  drunkard,  their  own 
habits,  if  followed,  would  make  a  hundred  new  ones.     They  were, 
indeed,  sounding  the  alarm,  but  were  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  lost ;  denouncing  intemperance,  and  encouraging  the  use  of 
strong  drink;   bewailing  the  efl^t,  and  perpetuating  the  cause; 
warmng  men  not  to  be  drunken,  and  urging  them  to  drink.     Many 
were  enraged,  almost  to  madness,  at  tho^  who  represented  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit  to  be  a  sin ;  and,  though  they  had  followed  a 
promising  son  to  the  drunkard's  grave,  and  w^ere  expecting  soon  to 
foUow  another,  and  another,  they  would  denounce  as  enthusiasts,  and 
treat  as  enemies,  those  who  urged  them  not  to  drink. 

The  husband,  who  had  lost  his  wife  by  intemperance,  would,  for 
the  sake  of  money,  furnish  that  which  killed  her  to  all  who  would 

Surchase,  and  even  give  it,  as  a  token  of  kmdness,  to  his  nearest 
lends.    The  wife,  who  had  seen  her  husband  die  by  this  poison, 
wouM  use  it  herself,  and  ^ve  it  daily  to  her  only  son. 

And  it  was  perfectly  evident  that,  unless  a  new  movement  could 
be  started,  on  a  new  plan,  and  one  which  should  be  commensurate, 
in  place  and  time,  with  the  evil,— one  which  should  strike  it  at  the 
root,  and  exterminate  it,— drunkenness  could  never  be  done  away. 
The  people  would  never  become  '*  all  righteous,"  nor  the  day  of 
millennial  glory  ever  break  on  the  world. 

A  meeting  of  a  few  individuals  was  therefore  called,  to  consider 
the  following  questkm,  viz. 
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'*  Wkai  $katt  be  done  to  hanUh  intemperance  from  the  United 
StateiV 

^^ASbex  prayer  for  divine  guidance,  and  consultation  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  r^ult  was,  a  determination  to  attempt  the  formation  of  an 
American  Temperance  Society,  whose  grand  principle  should 
be,  abitinence  from  strong  driiik ;  and  its  object,  by  light  and  love, 
to  chanse  the  habits  of  the  nation,  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  Some  of  the  reasons  of  this  determination 
were, 

^  1.  Ardent  spirit,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  means  of  drunk- 
eimess,  is  not  needfiil,  and  the  use  of  it  b,  to  men  in  health,  always 
injurious. 

^2.  It  is  adapted  to  form  intemperate  appetites ;  and  while  it  is 
continued,  the  evils  of  intemperance  can  never  be  done  away. 

^^  3.  The  use  of  this  liquor  b  causing  a  eeneral  deterioration  of 
body  and  mind ;  which,  it  the  cause  is  conUnued,  will  continue  to 
increase. 

"  4.  To  rembve  the  evils,  we  must  remove  the  cause ;  and  to 
remove  the  cause,  eflforts  must  be  commensurate  with  the  evil,  and 
be  continued  till  it  b  eradicated. 

"  5.  We  never  know  what  we  can  do  by  wise,  united,  and  perse- 
vering efibrts,  in  a  good  cause,  till  we  try. 

"  6.  If  we  do  not  try  to  remove  thp  evili  of  intemperance,  we 
cannot  free  ourselves  from  the  suilt  of  its  effects." 

A  correspondence  was  thereiore  opened,  and  a  meeting  of  men, 
of  various  Christian  denominations,  nolden  in  Boston,  January  10, 
1826. 

Hon.  George  Odiome  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Rev.  William 
Jenks,  D.  D.,  chosen  clerk. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Merritt,  of  the  Methodist  Epbcopal  church ;  and  after  consuha- 
tion,  the  following  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Jeremiah  Evarts, 
ilsq..  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions,  and  adopted,  viz. 

"1.  Resolved  J  That  it  is  expedient  that  more  systematic  and 
more  vigorous  eSorts  be  made  by  the  Christian  public  to  restrain  and 
prevent  the  mtemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

*'  2.  That  an  individual  of  acknowledged  talents,  piety,  indust^ 
and  sound  judgment,  should  be  selected  and  empbyed  as  a  perma- 
nent agent,  to  spend  hb  time,  and  use  hb  best  exertions  for  the 
suppression  and  preventbn  of  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors.** 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  prepare  a  constitution,  and 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  February  13th,  1826. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  a  Constitution  was  presented  and 
adopted,  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen  by  tne  men^MnoC 
the  meeting,  at  the  commencement,  to  compose  the  Society,"'^  ^ 
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Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D. ;  Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  !>• ;  Rev. 
Justin  Edwards ;  Rev.  Warren  Fay ;  Rev.  Benjamin  B.  Wisner ; 
Rev.  Francis  Wayland ;  Rev.  Timothy  Merritt ;  Hon.  Marcus  Mor- 
ton ;  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard ;  Hon.  William  Reed ;  H(H)«  Geoi^e 
Odiorae ;  John  Tappan,  Esq. ;  William  Ropes,  Esq. ;  James  P. 
Chaplin,  M.  D. ;  S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  Esq. ;  and  Enoch  Hale,  M-  D, 

The  Hon.  Heman  Lincoln,  of  the  mptist  church,  then  ofiered 
the  ibUowing  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz. 

*^  Resohedy  That  the  gentlemen  composing  tliis  meetii^  pledge 
themselves  to  the  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temper- 
ance, that  they  will  use  all  their  exertions  in  carrying  into  ewct 
the  benevolent  plans  of  the  Society." 

The  Society  then  held  its  first  meeting,  and  chose  the  following 
officers,  viz. 

Hon.  Marcus  Morton,  President ;  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  Vice- 
President  ;  William  Ropes,  Esq.,  Treasurer ;  John  Tappan,  Esq., 
Auditor. 

Executive  Committee — Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D. ;  Rev.  Jus- 
tin Edwards ;  John  Tappan,  Esq. ;  Hon.  Greorge  Odiome,  and  S.  V. 
S.  Wilder,  Esq. 

On  the  12tn  of  March  succeeding,  the  Society  met,  and  chose 
eighty-four  men,  from  the  Northern,  and  Middle  States,  as  addi- 
tional members  of  the  Society. 

The  Elxecutive  Committee  then  presented,  through  the  press,  the 
following  address  to  the  public : — 

'^In  view  of  the  transactions  above  mentioned,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Society  for  the  Promo- 
tion OF  Temperance,  the  Executive  Committee  solicit  the  atten- 
tion o[  the  Christian  community  to  a  few  remai*ks  relative  to  the 
important  subject  here  presented  before  them. 

^*  The  evils  resultbg  from  an  improper  use  of  intoxicatmg  liquors 
have  become  so  extensive  and  desolating,  as  to  call  for  the  im- 
mediate, vigorous  and  persevering  effi)rts  of  every  philanthropist, 
patriot,  and  Christian.  The  nunmer  of  lives  annually  destroyed  by 
this  vice,  in  our  own  country,  is  thought  to  be  more  tlian  thirty 
thousand ;  and  the  number  of  persons  who  are  dbeased,  distressed 

Sd  impoverished  by  it,  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  thousand, 
any  of  them  are  not  only  useless,  but  a  burden  and  a  nuisance  to 
society. 

'^  These  liquors,  it  is  calculated,  cost  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
annually  more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  pauperism 
occasioned  by  the  improper  use  of  them,  (taking  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  an  example,)  costs  them  upwards  of 
twelve  millions;  makii^  an  annual  expense  of  more  than  fif^' 
miUioDS  of  dollars. 

^^  Out  of  ten  hundred  and  sixty-one  cases  of  criminal  profecutions 
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in  dw  year  1830^  beion  the  Courl  oS  Seanooi  in  ^f  city  of  New 
York,  men  Amu  eight  hundred  an  stated  to  have  been  o(»uwctwl 
wih  intBcapenoae.  And  so  it  is  in  all  our  principal  eittes,  lime 
than  three  qnaiters  of  the  crtmsE  oommitted  in  the  countiv  an 
probably  occaaoned  by  this  halefiil  vice.  And  if  we  aod  to 
these  tne  loss  of  time  which  it  oocaaiona,  the  loaa  of  business, 
the  loss  eS  inqtrorefnent,  the  loss  of  cbaiacter,  and  the  lose  of 
happneaa  for  time  and  for  eternity,  the  evil  swells  lo  an  over- 
whelming m^nitude.  The  guilt  and  wretchedness  resulting  from 
il  suipaas  all  finife  concepdm.  Scarcely  any  thing  bns  a  more 
poweifiil  and  fat&l  efficacy  to  weaken,  pollute,  and  debase  the 
human  mind.  It  palsies  every  effort  for  inqirovement,  hinders  the 
socceas  of  the  gospel,  and  prevents  the  prepress  of  the  kbgdom  of 
Christ.  It  destroys,  by  hundreds  and  thousands,  both  the  bodies 
and  souls  of  men ;  cutting  them  off  &(Xn  the  possibility  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  pkiB^ag  them  mto  endless  darkness  and  wo. 

"  No  sooner  is  a  person  thought  under  the  power  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  than  he  seems  to  be  proof  against  the  influence  of  all  the 
means  (^  refcrmaiioa.  If,  at  any  time,  the  truth  gains  access  to  his 
mind,  and  nnpresses  his  heart,  by  a  few  draughts  of  this  fatal 
poson,  the  inqureawon  is  almost  sure  to  be  efficed.  Hence  the 
notorious  and  alarming  fact,  that  a  person  addicted  to  this  vice  is 
seklom  renewed  in  the  tempw  of  his  mind,  or  eVen  reformed  as  to 
his  otOward  character.  If  a  single  instance  of  the  kind  occurs,  it 
is  so  unconunon,  that  it  quickly  becomes  the  subject  of  renuuk 
through  a  neighborhood,  and  often  over  a  large  extent  of  country, 
and  tar  years  is  mentioned  as  an  extraordinary  event.  Host 
perscRis  gjven  to  intemperance,  proceed  from  one  d^iee  of 
wickedness  to  another,  till,  having  been  often  reproved,  and 
hardened  their  necks,  they  bring  sudden  and  remediless  destruction 
upon  themselves.  And  they  destroy  not  oa\y  themselves,  but  a 
multitude  of  others,  l^e  intemperance  of  s  father  has  extended 
to  three,  four,  five,  and  even  to  seven  of  his  children.  The  in- 
temperance of  a  family  has  extended  its  contaoon  through  a 
neigobarhood,  and  its  baleful  eflects  have  been  felt  by  numerous 
individuals  and  fiunilies.  Many  persons,  in  all  classes  of  society, 
have  been  destroyed  by  this  vice ;  and  no  one  is  free  from  dan- 
ger.  A  father  has  no  security  that  his  children  will  not  die 
drunkards ;  and  no  security  that  the  evil  will  not  be  extended, 
through  them,  to  fiiture  generabons.  And  with  the  continuance 
of  thepresent  feelmgs  and  habits  of  the  communi^,  there  is  no 

niect  that  the  evil  wiU  be  lessened,  and  no  possibility  that  it  will 
me  away.  All  perscms,  especially  the  young,  must  continue 
to  be  exposed.  Dangers  meet  them  in  the  street ;  overtake  them 
b  business ;  follow  them  lo  th^r  dwelling ;  VBieai  them  in  the 
[Rivale  interview,  and  in  the  social  circle,  ^d  assail  tbera  wborsver 
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lhf%'  j(i>;  awl  wkbout  a  change  m  the  sentiments  and  practices 
c4f  die  romnnuniiyy  the  evil  must  contmue  to  incitsase,  till  the 
anwwirinjC  prospects  of  this  great  and  mighty  republic  are  darkoied, 
ii»  (MnKWUS  institutioDs  ruined,  and  thousands  and  millions  of  its 
|it?fMlaiii»  borne  on  a  current  of  liquid  fire  to  a  world  of  wo. 

^Tmc  Amkiucan  Societt  for  the  Promotion  of  Temper- 
AKOE  haiT>  therefore,  after  deliberate  and  devout  attention  to  the 
5m)^I«  rewlved,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  and  with  a  view  to 
ihte^  account  which  they  must  render  to  him  for  the  influence'  they 
i^xfti  in  the  world,  to  make  a  vigorous,  united,  and  persevering 
«4brt  to  |Uoduce  a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  with 
n^icard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

'^*  For  this  purpose,  they  deem  it  of  primary  imi)ortance  that  they 
sJHMild  obtain  an  adequate  fund  for  the  support  ot  a  man  of  suitable 

auaKfications,  in  tlie  ofiice  of  Secretaiy,  who  shaU  devote  himself  to 
H>  M'rvicc  of  the  Society,  and,  in  the  various  ways  pointed  Out  in 
th«»  Constitution,  labor  to  promote  its  object. 

**  In  attempting  to  procure  this  fund,  the  Committee  cheerfully 
luako  their  apped  to  men  of  known  and  expansive  benevolence, 
wIh)  are  blessed  with  property,  and  are  firiends  to  Him,  who  was 
rich,  }*et|  for  our  sakes,  became  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty, 
might  be  rich,— and  request  them,  fix)m  bve  to  Him  and  to  their 
follow  men,  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  magnitude  of  the 
ovil  which  this  Society  aims  to  prevent,  and  the  immeasurable  eood 
which  it  aims  to  secure,  and  to  furnish  the  necessary  means.  If  a 
man  of  the  right  character  may  be  wholly  and  permanently  devoted 
to  this  object,  with  the  aid  which  he  may  receive  from  good  men, 
throughout  the  country,  the  Committee  are  confident  that,  with  the 
divine  blessing,  a  svstem  of  general  and  powerful  cooperation  may 
bo  formed,  and  that  a  change  may  in  a  short  time  be  efl!ectea, 
which  will  save  an  incalculable  amount  of  property,  and  vast  multi- 
t\ido!i  of  valuable  lives— a  change  which  will  be  connected  with  the 
hiitheHt  (m>8perity  of  our  country,  and  with  the  eternal  salvation 
of  millions  of  our  fellow  men. 

**  And  may  God  Almighty  crown  with  glorious  success  this  and 
ovorv  othor  effort  to  do  good,  so  that  Christian  morality,  and  piety, 
Hiul  )m|>|)iness,  may  universally  prevail. 

L.  WOODS,  N 

J.EDWARI)S,        /     „  _^. 
.    J.TAPPAN,  >/^!!!Sf,% 

G.  ODIORNfc,         (  f^^'""^^^'" 
S.V.S.  WILDER,  J 
-  HotTON.  mnk,  1836." 

1^)  tlio  I  Gth  of  January,  Rev.  Calvin  Chapin,  D.  D.,  ofWethersfield, 
CmuiM  (H^nmenced  the  publication  of  a  series  of  thirty-three  num- 
lw>«««  ill  tlH"  Conneotbut  Observer,  entided  "  The  Infallible  An- 
rii^KTt%^    His  motto  was*  **  Entire  abstinencefrom  ardent  spirits  u 
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the  only  certain  pr^entive  of  intenq^ance.^^  This  was  strikingly 
illustrated  in  the  various  numbers,  and  strongly  urged  upon  all  as 
an  indispensable  duty.  He  had  Imnself^  as  had  a  number  of 
others,  |Nractised  it  for  many  years,  and  urged  it  as  the  duty  of  all 
men. 

In  April,  1826,  the  National  Philanthropist,  a  weekly  paper,  de- 
▼oted  to  the  cause  of  temperance,  was  established,  in  Bostmi,  by 
the  Rev.  William  Cdlier.  Its  motto  was,  ^<  Ten^erate  drinking  u 
the  downhill  road  to  intemperanceJ*^  This  paper  has  been  con- 
tinued, and,  with  some  modifications,  is  now  published  by  Messrs. 
Goodelland  Crandall,  in  New  York.  It  is  an  able  and  efficient  pa- 
per, and,  under  its  successive  editors,  has  been  a  valuable  auxiliary 
to  die  cause. 

In  September  of  the  same  year,  an  association  of  more  than  fifty 
heads  olfimiilies,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  young  men, 
was  formed  in  Andover,  Mass.,  on  the  plan  of  abstinence,  with  the 
Mlowing  constitution,  viz. 

"  Believing  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  is,  for  persons  in 
health,  not  only  unnecessary,  but  hurtful ;  that  it  is  the  cause  of 
ibnning  intemperate  appetites  and  habits ;  and  that,  wBile  it  is  con- 
tinued, the  evils  of  intemperance  can  never  be  prevented, — 

*^  Therefore,  we,  the  subscribers,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  our 
own  welfare,  and  that  of  the  community,  agree  that  we  will  abstain 
fiom  the  use  of  distilled  spirits,  except  as  a  medicine  in  case  of  bod- 
ily infirmity ;  that  we  will  not  allow  the  use  of  them  in  our  fieuni- 
lies,  nor  provide  them  for  the  entertainment  of  our  fiiends,  or  for 
persons  in  our  employment ;  and  that,  in  all  suitable  ways,  we  will 
discountCQance  the  use  of  them  in  the  community. 

Andover,  Ma»$.,  Sept.f  1826."    ^ 

In  January,  1827,  the  present  Corresponding  Secretary  visited  Bos- 
ton, and  commenced  an  eflbrt  to  obtain  means  for  the  support  of  a  per- 
manent agent.  At  the  first  meeting,  although  the  evening  was  ex- 
ceedingly stormy,  the  amount  sutecribed  was  more  than  $3500. 
At  the  second  meeting,  the  amount  subscribed  was  more  than 
1 1200 ;  and  at  the  third  meeting,  more  than  $700.  In  Salem, 
Newburyport,  Andover,  and  Northampton,  were  obtained  upwards 
of  $2000  more. 

As  the  pastoral  duties  of  the  Secretary  did  not  permit  of  his  con- 
tinuing his  aeency,  the  Committee  appointed  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Hewit,  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  who  was  laiown  to  have  preached  and 
acted  successfully  on  this  subject,  who  spent  twenty  weeks  in  the 
service  of  the  Society.  He  visited  various  places  in  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania ;  preach- 
ed on  the  subject,  addressed  public  bodies,  and  in  vaiioui  wq» 
promoted  successfully  the  great  and  good  cause. 
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Id  September  of  the  aame  year,  the  preaent  Secietary  wii3  again 
appointed  to  an  agency  of  three  immthSf  and  visited  vanoua  phoes 
in  Maine,  New  mmpshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut* 

The  [»ospeet  continued  to  bright^,  and  the  evidence  to  increase 
that  the  woric  was  of  God.  Numbers  were  found  who  had  been  led, 
within  a  few  years,  from  their  own  reflections,  without  oonceit»  in 
view  of  what  they  saw,  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  could  not  oon* 
tinue  to  use  ardent  s[Nrit,  or  to  furnish  it  for  the  use  of  others,  with* 
out  the  commission  of  sin.  These  were  evidences  which  God  had 
prepared,  when  the  duty  of  abstinence  was  preached,  to  rise  up 
and  say,  ^'  We  have  felt  it ;"  and  whai  the  utility  of  abslinenoe 
was  exhibited,  to  say,  ^^  It  is  true ;  we  have  tried  it,  and  found  it 
so.''  This  was  said  by  men  in  various  kinds  of  bu^neas,  and  in 
all  conditions  of  life,  and  it  gave  a  powerful  impulse  to  the  cause. 
^*l  wish,"  said  an  old  man,  as  he  rose  at  the  dose  of  a  tempecance 
meeting,  ^'  to  say  to  the  people,  before  they  go  away,  diat  all  which 
they  have  heard  with  regard  to  the  utility  of  abstinence  bom  ardent 
spirit  is  true.  I  know  it  is  true.  I  have  tried  it.  More  than  a 
hundred  tons  of  hay  I  have  gathered  this  summer  off  my  own  farm, 
and  not  a  man  in  my  employment  has  used  a  drop.  I  never  got 
through  the  business  of  a  season  before  without  having  some  of  my 
men  sick.  In  the  hot  days  of  haying  and  harvesting,  one  was  taken 
off  a  day,  another  a  week,  and  so  on.  But  this  summer,  not  a  man 
has  lost  a  meal  of  victuals  durins  the  season.  They  have  not 
broken  the  tools,  as  they  used  to ;  the|r  have  not  Quarrelled  among 
themselves,  as  they  used  to :  and  I  finished  the  busmess  of  the  sea- 
son much  sooner  than  my  neighbors  who  kept  on  in  the  old  way, 
and  much  better  than  ever  before.    Oh !  it  is  a  great  improvement." 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  were  published  Kittridge's  Furst  Address, 
Dr.  Mussey's  Address  before  the  Medical  Convention  of  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  Palfrey^s  Sermons,  and  Dr.  Beecher's  Sermons  on 
the  Nature,  Signs,  Evils,  and  Remedy  of  Intemperance ;  and  they 
were  all  poweml  auxiliaries  to  the  cause.* 

To  show  the  state  of  the  public  mind  at  this  period,  we  present 
a  few  extracts  from  the  publications  of  that  year. 

The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance, 
in  their  Annual  Report,  Nov.,  1827,  say,  ^^  It  is  becoming  unfa^on- 
able  to  drink  ardent  spirits  in  decent  company ;  and  it  b  no  longer 
considered  a  necessary  mark  of  hospitaliQr  to  offer  them.  People 
are  beginning  to  yield  to  the  conviction  that  they  are  injurious  to 
health,  even  when  used  in  moderation.     It  is  presumed  that  the  im- 

*  Dr.  Beecher's  Sennons  were  preached  the  year  before,  at  Litchfield,  Ckmn. 
Thia  factj  howeyer,  was  not  known  to  those  who  formed  Uie  American  Temper- 
ance Society,  thus  showing  that  different  minds,  in  ctistant  places,  without  oon- 
eeft,  were  taking  substantially  the  same  Tiews  oFiMm  gtett  sabJMtl 

t  ArrtamvLf  S. 
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piovement  which  has  begun  will  go  cm,  and  they  will  be  at  length 
uiUFersatty  banished.  It  seems  now  to  be  generally  admitted  by 
tbose  who  have  had  an  opportunity  for  observation,  or  have  made 
themselves  acquamted  with  the  various  facts,  which  have  been  oot- 
lected  with  re^urd  to  intemperance,  that  we  are  to  attribute  much  of 
the  prevalence  of  immoderate  drinldng  to  erroneous  opinions  and  prac- 
tices of  society  f  with  regard  to  moderate  drinking.  No  man  probably 
ever  became  at  once  a  drunkard.  Drunkards  have  all  once  been 
moderate  drinkers,  and  have  only  gradually  and  insensibly  become 
imnioderate  drinkers.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing  wrong  in  this  habit  of  moderate  drinking,  since  it  leads,  in  so 
iii»e  a  proportion  of  cases,  to  so  deplorable  a  result.^ 
*   Tliey  also  passed  the  following  resolutions,  viz : — 

^  1.  Resolved f  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  there  is  suf- 
ficient evidence  that  ardent  spirits  are  not  necessary  as  a  refresh- 
ment or  a  support  to  the  strength  during  labor,  but,  on  the  contrary,. 
are  absolutely  injurious  to  the  health ;  diat  to  the  general  moderate 
use  of  them  is  to  be  diiefly  attributed  the  prevalent 'habit  of  in- 
temperance; and  that  entire  abstbence  from  their  use,  except 
when  {Nreacribed  as  medicines,  be  recommended  to  all  cUwes  of 

society. 

^^2.  Resolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  ship-owners,  masters 
of  vessels,  farmers,  mechanics,  proprietors  and  superintendents  of 
manu&cturing  establishments,  and  all  others  havmg  the  care  of 
young  persons  when  first  entering  upon  laborious  occupations,  to 
endeavor  to  induce  those  under  their  charge  to  form  the  habit  of 
labor  without  anv  use  of  ardent  q[Mrits. 

"3.  Retolvea^  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  having  the  charge 
of  the  education  of  the  young,  to  endeavor  to  produce  upon  their 
minds  a  strong  impression  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  even  a 
moderate  use  of  ardent  spirits." 

The  conviction  had  now  become  extensive,  that  the  use  of  ardent 
^[lirit  is  wrong.  Many  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  no  man  in 
health,  who  understands  its  nature  and  efl^ts,  can  continue  to  use 
it  as  an  article  of  luxury  or  diet,  or  to  traffic  in  it,  without  guilt. 

Kittridge,  in  his  Address,  said,  ^'  Ardent  spirits  are  said  to  be  useful 
and  necessary.  It  is  fiilse.  It  is  nothing  but  the  apology  that  tlie 
love  of  them  renders  for  their  use.  There  are  only  two  cases  in 
which.  Dr.  Rush  says,  they  can  be  admmistered  without  injury ; 
and  those  are  cases  of  persons  likely  to  perish,  and  where  substi- 
tutes may  be  aj^Ked  of  equal  efl^t.  What  rational  man  would  use 
diem  for  the  ssike  of  these  two  possible  cases?  As  well  might  he 
introduce  rattlesnakes  among  his  children,  because  tlieir  oil  is 
good  in  diseases  with  which  they  may  possibly  be  afficted.  What! 
drnJE  none  ?    Yes — ^I  say.  Drink  none.     One  gallon  for  this  town  is 
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just  four  quarts  too  much.  In  addition  to  the  miseries  of  debt  and 
pover^,  which  they  entail  upon  a  conununiQr,  they  are  the  parent 
of  one  half  the  diseases  that  prevail,  and  one  half  the  crimes  that 
are  committed.  It  is  ardent  spirits  that  fill  our  [)oor-houses  and 
our  jails ;  our  penitentiaries,  mad-nouses,  and  state  prisons.  It  is  ar- 
dent spirits  that  furnish  victims  for  the  gallows.  They  are  the 
greatest  curse  that  God  ever  inflicted  on  the  world,  and  may  well  be 
called  the  seven  vials  of  his  wrath.  They  are  more  destructive  in 
their  consequences  than  war,  plague,  pestilence  or  famine,  yea,  than 
all  combined.  They  are  slow  in  their  march,  but  sure  in  their  grasp. 
They  seize  not  only  on  the  natural,  but  the  moral  man.  They  con- 
sign the  body  to  the  tomb,  and  the  soul  to  hell.  But  have  not  ar- 
dent spirits  one  good  quality,  one  redeeming  virtue  ?  None,  I  say', 
noTie.  There  is  nothing,  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  virtue,  to  se- 
cure them  fit>m  universal  and  everlasting  execration.  The  parent 
should  instil  into  his  children  a  hatred  of  ardent  spirits  as  much  as 
he  does  of  falsehood  and  theft.  He  should  no  more  sufier  his  chil- 
dren to  drink  a  little,  than  he  does  to  lie  a  little,  and  to  steal  a  little. 
No  bnger  use  that  which  is  the  source  of  infinite  mbchief,  without 
one  redeeming  benefit ;  which  has  entailed  upon  you,  upon  your 
chOdren,  and  upon  society,  woes  unnumbered  and  unutterable. 
Banish  it  from  your  houses.  It  can  be  done.  You  have  only  to 
wiU,  and  it  is  efiected.  Use  it  not  at  home.  Let  it  never  be  found 
to  poUute  your  dwellings.  Give  it  not  to  your  friends  or  your 
vroikroen.  Touch  it  not  yourselves,  and  simer  not  your  children 
to  touch  it.  And  let  it  be  a  part  of  your  momine  and  evenmg 
prayer,  that  you  and  your  children  may  be  saved  from  mtemper- 
uice,  as  much  as  from  famine,  fix)m  sickness  and  death." 

Dr.  Beecher,  in  his  Sermons,  said,  ^^The  traffic  in  ardent  sptnts 
is  wrong,  and  shouM  be  abandoned  as  a  great  national  evil.  The 
amount  of  suffering  and  mortality,  inseparable  from  the  commerce 
in  ardent  spirits,  renders  them  an  unlawful  article  of  trade.  The 
commerce  in  ardent  spirits,  which  produces  no  good,  and  produces 
a  certain  and  an  immense  amount  of  evil,  must  be  regarded  as  an 
unlawful  conunerce,  and  ought,  upcm  eveiy  principle  of  humanity, 
patriotism,  conscience,  and  religion,  to  be  abandoned  and  pro- 
scribed. It  seems  to  be  a  manifest  violation  of  the  command,  *  Thou 
sbalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,*  and  of  various  other  evan- 
gelical precepts. 

^^  No  man  can  act  in  the  spirit  of  impartial  love  to  his  neighbor, 
who,  for  his  own  personal  emolument,  inflicts  on  him  great  and  ir- 
reparable evil ;  for  love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbor.  Love  will 
not  bum  a  neighbor's  house,  or  poison  his  food,  or  blast  his  reputa- 
tion, or  destrov  his  soul.  But  tne  conunerce  m  ardent  spirits  does 
all  this  inevitabhr  and  oflen.  Property,  reputation,  health,  life  and 
salvation  &11  beiore  it. 
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**The  (Urect  infliction  of  what  is  done  indirectly,  would  subject  a 
man  to  the  ignominy  of  a  public  execution."       «       «       «       * 

^  It  b  scarcely  a  palliation  of  this  evil,  that  no  man  is  destroyed 
maliciously,  or  with  any  direct  intent  to  kiU ;  for  jthe  certainty  of 
evil  is  as  creat  as  if  waters  were  poisoned  which  some  persons 
would  surely  drink,  or  as  if  a  man  should  6re  in  the  dark  upon 
mafwes  of  human  beings,  where  it  must  be  certain  that  death  would 
be  the  consequence  to  some.''      *      *      *       * 

^  Can  it  be  denied  that  the  commerce  in  ardent  spirits  makes  a 
fearful  havoc  of  property,  morals  and  life  ?  Does  it  not  shed  blood 
18  reaUj  as  the  sword,  and  more  blood  than  is  shed  bv  war  ?  In 
thb  pomt,  none  are  better  witnesses  than  physicians,  and,  according 
to  tbeir  testimony,  intemperance  is  one  of  the  greatest  destroyers 
of  virtue,  health  and  life.        *      *      *      * 

^  The  consideration,  that  those,  to  whose  injury  we  are  accessary 
by  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  are  destroyed  a^  by  the  perversion 
01  dieir  own  free  agency — and  that  the  evil  is  silent,  and  slow-paced 
in  its  march— doubtless  subtracts,  in  no  small  degree,  from  the  keen 
sense  of  accountabiliu^  and  crime,  which  would  attend  the  adminis- 
tration of  arsenic,  or  the  taking  of  life  by  the  pistol,  or  the  dagger — 
as  does  also  the  consideration  that  although  we  may  withhdd  the 
cup,  yet,'  from  some  other  source,  the  deleterious  potion  will  be 
obtamed. 

**  But  aU  this  alters  not  the  case.  He  who  deliberately  assists  his 
neighbor  to  destroy  his  life,  is  not  guiltless  because  his  neighbor  is  a 
free  agent  and  is  also  guilty ;  and  he  is  accessary  to  the  crime,  though 
twenty  other  persons  might  have  been  ready  to  commit  the  same  sin  if 
he  had  not  done  it.  Who  would  sell  arsenic  to  his  neighbor,  to  destroy 
himself,  because  he  could  obtain  it  elsewhere  ?  w  ho  would  sell 
a  dagger  for  the  known  purpose  of  assassination,  because,  if  it 
woe  refused,  it  could  be  purchased  in  another  place  ?  We  are 
accountable  for  our  own  wrong-doing,  and  liable  to  punishment 
at  the  hand  of  God,  as  really  as  if  it  had  been  certain  uiat  no  one 
HDuld  have  done  the  deed,  if  we  did  not. 

^  The  ungodliness  in  time,  and  the  everlasting  ruin  in  eternity,  in- 
separable from  the  commerce  in  ardent  spirit,  proscribe  it  as  an 
uuawfrd  article  of  traffic. 

^  Who  can  estimate  the  hatred  of  God,  of  his  word  and  worship, 
aod  of  his  people,  which  it  occasions  ?  or  number  the  oaths  and 
Ua^hemies  it  causes  to  be  uttered  ?  or  the  violations  of  the  Sabbath  ? 
die  impurities  and  indecencies,  violence  and  wroiig-doinj|,  vrtiich 
k  OT^ates  ?  How  manv  thousands  does  it  detain  eveiy  Sabbath* 
day  from  the  house  of  Uod — cutting  them  off  from  die  meaoi  of 
grace,  and  hardening  di^n  against  their  afficacy !  How  braad  iftllis 
road  which  intemperance  alcme  opens  to  bell|  and  how 
"  travellers!"    .  *      *      #      * 
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^^Here  is  an  article  of  commerce  spread  over  the  land,  whose 
effect  is  evil  only,  and  that  continually,  and  which  increases  m 
hundred*fold  the  energies  of  human  depraviQr,  and  the  hopeless 
victims  of  future  punishment. 

'*  Drunkenness  is  a  inn  which  excludes  from  heaven.  The  cohh 
merce  in  ardent  spirits,  therefore,  productive  cmly  of  evil  in  time,  fits 
for  destruction,  and  turns  into  hell,  multitudes  which  no  man  cw 
number. 

'^  I  am  aware  that,  in  the  din  of  business,  and  the  eager  thirst  for 
sain,  the  conseauences  of  our  conduct  upon  our  views,  and  tbe 
future  destiny  of  our  fellow  men,  are  not  apt  to  be  realized,  or  to 
modijy  our  course. 

^^  But  has  not  God  connected  with  all  lawful  avocations  the  welfiure 
of  the  life  tliat  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  ?  And  can  we 
lawfiilly  amass  property  by  a  course  of  trade  which  fills  the  land 
with  beggars,  and  widows,  and  orphans,  and  crimes ;  which  peqdas 
the  grave-yard  with  premature  mortality,  and  the  world  of  wo  widi 
the  victims  of  deq)air  ?  Could  all  the  forms  of  evil  produced  in  the 
land  by  intemperance  come  upon  us  in  one  horrid  array,  it  would 
appall  the  nation,  and  put  an  end  to  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits* 
If  m  every  dwelling  built  by  blood,  the  stone  fix>m  the  vrall  dioukl 
utter  all  the  cries  which  the  bloody  traffic  extorts,  and  the  befyn 
out  of  the  timber  should  echo  them  back,  who  would  build  audi 
a  house  ? — and  who  would  dwell  in  it  ?  What  if,  in  every  part  of 
the  dwelling,  firom  the  cellar  upward,  through  all  the  halls  sad 
chambers,  babblings,  and  contentions,  and  voices,  and  groans,  and 
shrieks,  and  wailings,  were  heard,  day  and  night  ?  What  if  the  coM 
blood  oozed  out,  and  stood  in  drops  upon  the  walls,  and,  by  preter- 
natural art,  all  the  ehasdy  skulls  and  bones  of  the  victims  destroyed 
by  intemperance,  i^ould  stand  upon  the  walls,  in  horrid  sculpture 
within  and  without  the  building — ^who  would  rear  such  a  building  ? 
What  if,  atevendde,  and  at  midnight,  the  airy  forms  of  men  destrojF- 
ed  by  intemperance,  were  dimly  seen  haunting  the  distilleries  and 
stores,  where  they  received  their  bane — foUowing  the  track  of  tbe 
ship  engaged  in  the  conmierce — ^walking  upon  the  waves— flitting 
athwart  the  deck — sitting  upon  the  rigging — and  sending  up  fixxn 
the  hold  within,  and  from  the  waves  without,  groans,  and  loud 
lainents,  and  wailings!  Who  would  attend  such  stores?  Who 
would  labor  in  such  distilleries  P  Who  would  navigate  such 
ships? 

*^  Oh !  were  the  sky  over  our  heads  one  great  whispering  gallery, 
brin^g  down  about  us  all  the  lamentation  and  wo  which  intemperance 
creates,  and  the  firm  earth  one  sonorous  medium  of  sound,  bringing 
up  around  us,  firom  beneath?  the  wailings  of  the  damned,  whom  the 
commerce  in  ardent  spirits  had  sent  thither; — these  tremendous 
realities,  ft»mj1ipg  our  sense,  would  invigorate  our  conscience,  and 
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^ve  decisioD  to  our  purpose  of  reformaticMi.  But  these  evik  are  as 
real  as  if  die  stone  did  cry  out  of  the  wall,  and  the  beam  answered 
it ;  as  real  as  if,  day  and  night,  waitings  were  heard  in  every  part 
of  die  dwdling,  and  blood  and  skeletons  were  seen  upon  every 
DvaH ;  as  real  as  if  the  ghostly  forms  of  departed  victims  flitted 
about  the  ship  as  she  pa^ed  over  the  billows,  and  showed  them- 
selves nighdy  about  stores  and  distilleries,  and,  with  unearthly 
voices,  screamed  in  our  ears  their  loud  lament.  They  are  as  real  as 
if  the  sky  over  our  hopds  collected  and  brought  down  about  us 
lU  ibe  notes  of  sorrow  in  the  land ;  and  the  firm  earth  should 
open  a  passage  for  the  waitings  of  despair  to  come  up  bom 
beneath.'^ 

The  MasaachusettB  Medical  Society  passed  resdutions  in  favor 
of  abstinence,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  best  drink  for 
man  is  water. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the  Western  District  of  New  Hampshire 
declared,  that  spirituous  drinks  have  no  tendency  to  protect  the 
miem  from  diseases,  but  expose  it  the  more.  The  New  Hamp- 
diire  Medical  Society  did  the  same,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
diat  distilled  spirits  are  not  essentially  necessary  in  a  single  disease. 
Tliey  resolved  that  they  would  abstain  from  the  use  of  them  them- 
selves, and  discourage  the  use  of  them  by  others. 

The  President  of  3ie  Society,  m  his  address  delivered  June,  1827, 
said,  ^^Does  a  healthy  laborine  man  need  akohol  ?  No  more  than 
he  needs  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  or  opium.  It  has  been  proved 
a  diousand  times,  that  more  labor  can  be  accomplished  in  a  month, 
or  a  year,  under  the  influence  of  simple  nouridung  food,  and  un- 
stimtdadng  drink,  than  through  the  aid  of  alcohol."      *     *.    * 

^  From  a  commercial  friend  in  Massachusetts  I  have  lately  re- 
cdved  the  following  informadon.  ^  I  visited,'  says  he,  *  four  or 
five  years  since,  in  New  Jersey,  an  iron  fouodery  befonging  to  Mr. 
Wood,  of  Philadelphia.  I  think  there  were  thirty  or  forty  men  em- 
ployed in  the  establishment,  and  all  they  drank  was  pure  spring 
water.  I  saw  them  often  while  ladbg  out  the  hot  metal,  and  sweating 
at  every  pore,  take  a  mue,  run  to  the  spring,  and  drink  very  fredy 
of  the  water.  I  mauired  if  th^dki  not  feel  any  ill  eflects  firom 
drinking  so  much  cold  water.  They  answered,  JVo.  The  fiimace 
went  into  blast  in  April,  and  continued  till  October.  All  those 
empkmd  had  the  best  of  health  during  the  wixde  season,  and  re- 
turned to  their  firiends  in  the  autumn  with  better  health  and  fuller 
parses  than  they  ev^  had  before. 

'^  *  A  vessel  belonging  to  my  neighbor  went  from  this  place  to 
South  America^  and  mm  thence  to  hdia.  No  spirit  wasaUoirad 
die  crew  during  the  whole  voyage.   They  all  armed  ~ 
health.     One  of  my  own  captains  kept  grog  fiona 
whole  <tf  an  hdia  viayage ;  diey  all  came  h<mie  in  fine 
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my  crews  in  hot  climates,  I  direct  spruce  beer,  made  with  the  o3 
or  essence  of  spruce,  and  molasses  and  water.  I  shipped  two 
crews  last  week  for  long  vojrages  in  hot  climates,  and  named  to  the 
men  that  we  should  not  allow  them  grog.  There  was  not  a  sin^e 
objection  made  to  signing  the  shipping  papers.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  every  ship  owner  to  prevent  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  on  board  his 
vessels,  by  sending  out  a  few  barrels  of  molasses,  and  a  few  dozen 
bottles  of  the  essence  of  spruce,  for  beer.' 

^*  To  the  foregoing  suggestion  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  for 
laboring  men  in  hot  weather,  sweetened  water,  sometimes  with  the 
addition  of  ginger,  is  a  most  salutary  drink ;  so  also  is  a  mixture  of 
milk  and  water. 

*'  The  principle  of  life  is  affi)rded  to  every  individual  in  such  quan- 
tity, or  in  such  manner,  as  to  admit  of  the  living  actions  being  car* 
ried  on  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  only  for  a  limited 
period  ;  and  as  no  human  power  or  skill  can  increase  this  principle 
one  jot  or  titde,  so  neither  can  the  actions  of  life  be  urged  beycnid 
the  standard  of  sound  health  (leaving  casualties  out  of  the  question) 
without  necessarily  shortening  it  And  this  shortening  of  life  will 
be  for  minutes,  or  months,  or  years,  accordbg  to  the  degree  and 
continuance  of  the  excitement  beyond  the  natural  and  uniform  rate 
of  healthy  action. 

*^  This  vital  principle  has  been  likened,  not  altogether  inaptly,  to 
oil  in  a  lamp,  wnich  is  capable  of  sustaining  flame  only  for  a  certain 
length  of  tune.  If  the  wick  be  raised  higher  than  necessary  to 
[NKMuce  a  full  and  clear  light,  a  part  of  the  oil  goes  off  in  smoke, 
and  the  whole  is  sooner  consumed." 

Many  of  the  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  abstinence ;  and  recommended 
to  all  the  churches  and  congregations  under  their  care,  to  cooperate 
with  the  friends  of  the  American  Temperance  Societv^in  extending 
its  principles  *  and  operations  throughout  the  land.    The  members 
of  severed  churches  resolved  entirely  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  ar- 
dent s|)irit  themselves,  being  persuaded  that  the  gospel  required  h, 
and  to  use  their  influence  to  lead  all  others  to  do  the  same.     The  ^ 
youth  in  various  colleges,  and  the  citizens   in  numerous  towns,  ' 
united  in  Temperance  Societies,  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  i 
use  of  this  poison ;  and  the  impression  was  rapidly  extending,  that  ■ 
DO  man  could,  contmue,  as  an  article  of  luxury  or  diet,  to  use  it,  or  ts 
be  accessary  to  the  use  of  it  by  others,  without  the  commission  of  m 
sm,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  light  which  he  might  have  on  the  ^ 
subject,  the  accumulation  of  tremendous  and  ever-growing  guilt.      U 

The  facts  which  had  been  developed  showed  that  the  use  of  \0 
this  article  is  not  needful,  not  salutary,  but  is  uniformly  hurtful ;  ^0 
that  it  caused  noore  than  three  fourdis  of  the  pauperism,  crimes, } 
and  wretchedness  of  the  communiQr;  greatly  increased  the  number,  .^ 
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T,  and  violence  of  diseases ;  destroyed  the  reason  of  mul- 
;  iDd  brou^  down  greater,  and  still  greater  multitudes  to  an 
meir  pave.  They  showed,  conclusively,  that  it  tended,  with 
a  in%)Hj  influence,  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  to  hinder 
die  efficacy  of  all  the  means  which  Cvod  has  provided  for  the  moral 
and  qwitual  illumination  and  puriflcadon  of  men,  and  thus  to  ruin 
diem  fixrever.  And  the  prospect  was,  that,  should  suitable  means 
be  used,  and  the  whole  community  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
ftcts,  the  conviction  of  this  truth,  unless  prevented  by  avarice  or 
appetite,  would,  with  the  divine  blessing,  become  universal. 

In  November,  1827,  the  Committee  reappomted  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Hewit  to  an  agency  for  three  years.  And,  having  been 
dismissed  fix>m  his  pastoral  care  for  that  purpose,  he  accepted 
die  appomtment,  and  entered  upon  its  duties  January  1,  1828. 

In  May  of  the  same  year,  they  appointed  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt 
tD  an  agency  for  four  months.  A  commission  was  also  given  to 
Mr.  Daniel  C.  AxteU,  to  labor  as  an  agent  in  the  western  parts  of 
die  state  of  New  York.  His  salary  and  travelling  expenses  were 
paid  by  a  benevolent  individual  in  that  part  of  the  state. 

Rev.  Dr.  Woodbridge,  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  at  the  request  of  the 
Hampshire  County  Temperance  Society,  performed  an  agency 
duough  most  of  the  towns  m  that  county.  Other  individuals  per- 
bnaed  voltmtary  agencies  in  their  own  towns  and  districts.  At 
die  close  of  the  year  1828,  there  were  formed  and  reported  13 
TCTDperance  Sociedes  in  Maine,  23  in  New  Hampshire,  7  in  Ver- 
mont, 39  in  Massachusetts,  2  in  Rhode  Island,  33  in  Connecticut, 
78  in  New  York,  6  in  New  Jersey,  7  in  Pennsylvania,  1  in  Del- 
awire,  1  in  Maryland,  5  in  Virginia,  2  in  North  Carolina,  1  in 
South  Carolina,  1  in  Kentucky,  1  in  OUo,  and  2  in  Indiana.  Oth- 
had  been  formed  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  which  had 
been  reported.  State  Societies  had  been  formed  in  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Illinois.  A  So- 
ciety had  also  been  formed  in  Lower  Canada ;  and  it  b  supposed 
that  there  were  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  persons  who  had 
agreed  not  to  use  ardent  spirits. 

In  Bekhertown,  Mass.,  the  quantity  used  in  1825  was  only 
about  one  fourth  as  much  as  in  1824.  In  Plymouth,  New  Hamp- 
Hre^  the  cost  of  ardent  spirits  was  not  one  sixteenth  part  as 
■nch  as  in  1826.  Similar  changes  had  been  effected  in  other 
flaces. 

Reaohitions  of  absdnence  had  been  passed  by  more  than  20 
wBitaTj  companies,  by  the  officers  of  4  regiments,  by  10  med- 
ical societies,  and  a  great  pordon  of  all  the  ecclesiasdcal  bodies 
k  fbe  country.  The  lawyers  of  3  counties  had  voted  to  abataia 
fcom  ardent  spirits,*  and  the  members  of  the  Hoom  cf 
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resentatiTes  of  New  Hampshire,  not  to  use  them  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature. 

A  number  of  distilleries  had  been  stopped,  and  more  thtu  a 
hundred  merchants  had  renounced  the  traffic ;  tessels  were  sent 
to  foreign  ports  without  carrying  the  poison ;  and  the  impression 
continued  to  extend,  that  no  person,  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
couM  continue  to  use  or  to  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  without  the 
guilt  of  blood. 

The  language  used  at  the  annual  meetings,  to  which  thousands 
of  the  wisest  and  best  hearts  in  the  land  responded,  was, 
"There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  of  the  part  which  me  Christian 
should  act.  He  is  imperiously  called  upon,  by  the  principles  of  his 
religion,  to  abandon  all  connection,  of  whatever  kind,  with  the  in- 
toxicating cup.  Every  glass  he  drinks  is  a  warrant  for  his  neighbor 
to  do  the  like ;  and  intemperance  is  sure  to  follow  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits.  There  is  nothing  on  earth  that  can  prevent  it ;  and  as  long 
as  human  nature  remains  the  same,  this  wiU  continue  to  be  the 
case.  No  man  can  therefore  encourage  that  use ;  no  man  can  ad- 
minister the  poison,  without  being  responsible  for  the  consemiences. 
TTie  trader  knows  that  every  bairel  he  purchases  will  spread  sorrow 
and  grief  wherever  it  is  carried.  There  is  a  moral  certainty,  that 
every  gaUon  that  is  carried  into  the  country,  wiU  help  to  keep  alive 
that  baneiiil  disease,  v^ch  rages  with  a  fury  that  knows  no  re- 
straint, and  with  a  force  that  cannot  be  resisted.  Every  man, 
therefore,  who  carries  it  into  the  country,  is  directly  concerned  in 
producing  that  mass  of  pauperism,  disease,  and  crime,  which  results 
from  intemperance.  He  supplies  the  fuel  that  keeps  alive  the 
flame,  and  ne  is  the  incendiary  who  spreads  that  liamd  fire  which 
involves  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  domestic  circle,  the  promise 
of  youth,  and  the  hopes  of  old  ase,  in  one  general  ruin. 

'*  The  vending  of  ardent  spuits  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
guQt.  Every  groe-shop  exhibits  scenes  that  religk>n  cannot  witness 
without  horror.  Here  every  evil  passion  is  fed !  Here  every  base 
propensity  is  nourished !  Here  is  kept  the  food  of  drunkenness, 
and  hither  resort  all  those  miserable  victims  of  the  disease  who 
would  rather  die  of  it  than  be  cured !  Here  is  found  the  poison  that 
vitiates  the  taste  of  the  temperate,  and  prepares  them  to  supply  the 
fdaces  of  those  who  die  of  ttus  plague!  Here  the  temperate  chink, 
and  here  the  temperate  learn  to  be  drunkards.  All  the  drunk- 
ards in  the  country  are  brought  up  at  these  stores.  They  are  die 
schools  of  intemperance,  sihd  as  koig  as  they  continue  the  traffic  in 
ardent  spirits,  they  will  contmue  to  be  the  poison  of  the  land.  As 
kmg  as  they  furnish  the  supply  of  ardent  spirits  called  for,  they  wiD 
continue  to  send  forth  tfarougn  the  towns  m  which  they  are  found, 
a  pestilence,  laying  waste  every  noble  and  nianly  feeling  of  the 
human  heart,  and  every  lovely  trait  m  the  human  character.     Is 
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not  dMi  10?    Where  were  tbe  drunkards  of  our  viUtge  fcrmed,  but 
at  dioBe  places  where  ardent  spirits  are  sdd  i    Where  is  the  origin 
of  all  Aat  porertjr  and  crime  wnich  are  traced  to  intemperance,  but 
at  these  AceMamas  of  human  blood  ?    Where  can  die  wife  and  die 
mother  find  the  cause  of  diat  fountain  of  tears  which  they  are  con- 
strained to  shed,  but  at  these  fountains  of  ardent  spirits?    And 
can  the  Christian  cany  on  this  traffic  ?    Can  he  supjdy  the  lava 
which  scorches  the  land,  and  be  innocent  ?    Does  he  find  nothing 
in  that  benisn  religion  which  he  professes,  to  forbid  it  ?    Can  he  be 
tbe  egent  of  intemperance,  the  commissary  of  the  drunkard,  and 
leel  no  remorse?    I  know  the  vender  tells  you  he  is  not  an- 
swerable for  the  consequences ;  that  he  frowns  on  intemperance, 
and  withholds  the  cup  from  the  drunkard.     But  this  is  not  so. 
Does  not  the  vender  know  the  efi^ts  of  ardent  s|Hrits  ?    Does  he 
not  know  the  consequences  which  they  will  assuredly  produce  ? 
Does  he  not  know  that  of  those  who  drink,  many  will  be  drunken  ? 
And  can  he  supply  the  cause,  and  detach  himself  from  the  efilect? 
Can  he  hurl  firebrands  through  your  city,  and  witness  the  confla- 
.  gradon,  and  claim  exemption  from  blame  ?    Can  he  spread  the 
contagion  among  your  families,  and,  when  he  hears  the  dying  groan 
and  sees  the  funeral,  tell  you  that  he  is  innocent  ?    Yet  the  vender 
of  ardent  spirits  does  all  this.     He  spreads  the  intoxicating  cause ; 
he  sees  the  drunken  efiect ;  he  hears  the  drunken  curse ;  he  wit- 
nesses the  drunken  revel ;  he  is  surrounded  with  it;  he  is  producing 
it;  and  yet  tells  you  that  he  b  innocent !     Wonderful  fiituity  !     But 
he  knows  the  responsibility  is  so  great   diat   he   shrinks  bom 
acknowledging  it.     He  sees  the  guilt  and  the  wo,  and  shudders  at 
the  thought  of  being  its  cause.     And  well  he  may  ;  but  he  cannot 
escape.     As  kmg  as  he  timishes  the  means  ot  <hruidcenness  to 
others,  he  is  a  partaker  of  the  crime.     And  he  should  be  so  held 
m  public  opinion.     He  should  be  held  direcdy  responable  fi>r  the 
ooDseouences  of  his  acts,  and  the  same  odium  which  attaches  to 
tbe  nnncipal  should  attach  to  all  accessories.      But  he  tells  you 
he  frowns  on  intemperance.     So,  perhaps,  he  does.     After  proidu- 
ciog  it,  he  frowns  on  the  wretch  that  he  has  made  drunken,  and 
abhors  his  own  o£pring.    But  every  retailer  should  remember  that 
tbe  drunkards  with  whom  he  is  surrounded  are  his  own  chOdren 
and  i^prentices,  and  that  they  affi)rd  a  living  exhiUtion  of  the  char- 
acter of  his  own  deeds.     When  he  looks  upon  them,  ragged,  filthy 
and  ddnsed-— when  he  hears  the  noon-day  curse  and  the  midnight 
hroil,  he  should  say,  ^  Here  is  my  work ;  this  is  what  I  have  done. 
It  is  my  trade  to  make  such  men.    I  have  spent  my  life  in  it.'    And 
if  he  b  a  Christian,  and  duly  appreciates  his  guilt,  he  will  raise  hb 
hands  to  Heaven,  and  before  God  declare  that  he  will  make  no 
more  such.. 
^But  the  vender  tells  you  again  that  he  withholds   the  cup 
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from  the  drunkard.  So,  perhaps,  he  may.  He  will  furnish  the  cup 
till  the  wretch  is  made  drunken,  and  then  refuse  him  till  he  is  sober 
again.  But  this  is  too  late ;  this  refusal  comes  when  it  can  do 
little  or  no  good.  The  crime  is  already  perpetrated.  The  guih  is 
akeady  incurred,  and  in  vun  does  the  vender  attempt  to  escq)e. 
But  it  is  not  true,  that  he  withholds  the  cup  from  the  drunkard. 
Every  retailer  does  sell  to  the  drunkard,  and,  however  well  mean- 
ing he  may  be,  he  cannot  carry  on  this  trade  without  contributing 
to  the  support  of  mtemperance.  And  this  traffic  should  be 
abandoned  by  the  Christian  public.  Conscience  should  be  allowed 
a  triumph  over  interest  and  custom,  and  the  merchandise  of  spirits 
'should  DC  classed  with  the  merchandise  of  blood.  No  Christian 
should  contaminate  his  hands  and  his  soul  with  this  most  destructive 
and  demoralizing  conmierce.  And  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  many 
merchants  have  lately  viewed  this  as  they  ought,  and  forsaken 
the  trade,  as  being  a  curse  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  patriotism  and 
Christianity.  They  have  given  a  noble  example  of  the  triumph  of 
wbciple,  and  one  that  deserves  the  universal  approbation  of  the 
Christian  public. 

^^But  the  retailer  is  not  alone.  He  is  but  a  subaltern  in  that 
mighty  army  of  the  agents  of  intemperance  which  is  scattered 
through  the  land.  He  is  the  immediate  instrument  of  the  ruin 
which  smrituous  liquors  occasion,  but  the  wholesale  dealer,  althou^ 
one  grade  above  mm,  is  equally  a  partaker  of  the  guilt.  He  sup- 
plies the  numerous  streams  which  issue  through  the  land,  laying 
waste  every  thing  in  their  course.  Could  the  vender  learn  the 
history  of  a  single  hogshead  of  this  liquid  ;  could  every  drop  return 
to  him,  and  give  a  faithfiil  account  of  the  effects  it  had  produced, — 
he  would  shudder  at  the  narration.  Could  he  collect  before  him, 
and  be  enabled  to  see,  the  crime,  the  disease  and  death,  the  poverty 
and  distress,  to  count  the  tears  and  hear  the  groans,  which  every 
cask  of  spirits  occasions,  he  would  revolt  with  horror  from  the  trade. 
But  he  may  conceive  it.  Let  him  learn  the  history  of  intem- 
perance, and  then  let  him  reflect  that  he  is  constantly  engaged  in 
spreading  its  horrors ;  that  he  is  supplying  from  day  to  day  the 
kquid  firo  that  is  scattered  by  an  army  of  retailers  through  the  land, 
scorching  and  destroying  every  thing  within  its  reach,  and  he  will 
be  constrained  to  pronounce  it  an  unchristian  occupation.  And  let 
the  distiller  remember,  that  he  stands  at  the  head  of  the  stream,  and 
lets  loose  the  flood-gates  to  deluge  and  destroy ;  that  his  occupation 
is  to  poison  the  land,  and  that  the  more  he  does,  the  more  wrotched 
is  the  world ;  and  he  will  not  find  one  single  consolation  to  cheer 
and  support  him."     *     *     * 

'^  Does  the  Christian  pra^  for  the  spread  of  his  religion,  and  is  he 
at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  spread  of  intemperance  ?  Does 
he  pray  for  the  refimivraon  of  the  world,  and,  while  his  prayers  are 
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ascending  to  heaven,  is  he  spreading  the  plague,  that  poisons  the 
heart,  and  renders  mankind  incapable  of  reformation  ?  Is  he  sup- 
porting the  missionary  in  foreign  lands,  from  funds  which  he  has, 
collected  as  the  wages  of  drunkenness  ?  And  does  he  believe  the 
€rod  of  heaven  will  smile  on  the  labors  of  him  who  is  supported  by 
food  taken  from  the  mouths  of  the  children  of  the  intemperate,  for 
the  drink  that  destroys  them  ?  While  he  is  attempting  to  teach  the 
heathen  the  way  to  heaven,  is  he  binding  his  own  countrymen  in 
chains  strong  as  the  bands  of  death,  and  leading  them  in  the  road 
to  hell  ?  Is  he  training  them  to  practices  and  habits  which  will  as 
surely  bar  them  from  the  realms  of  bliss  as  though  no  redemption 
had  been  provided  for  them  ? 

**  I  venerate  the  Christian's  character,  and  whenever  I  find  him 
acting  in  consistency  with  the  principles  of  the  eospel,  I  do  indeed 
i^gard  him  as  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  I  fear  on  this  subject 
diere  is  an  awfiil  inconsistency  in  the  conduct  of  some.  I  believe 
all  connection  with  spirituous  hquors,  in  the  present  state  of  society, 
to  be  smful.  Since  the  way,  and  the  only  way,  to  banish  intemper- 
ance fipom  the  earth,  has  been  pointed  out,  it  is  the  Christian's  auty 
to  adopt  that  course,  whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice,  and  to  disclaim 
'  all  connection  between  rum  and  religion. 

^^They  cannot  agree.  Every  feeling  that  the  former  inspires  is 
hostSe  to  the  latter ;  and  if  there  be  any  thins  on  earth  tnat  can 
eradicate  piety  from  the  heart,  it  is  the  use  oi  ardent  spirits.  Its 
inspiration  is  unholy  and  impure  ;  and  I  call  upon  the  Christian  to 
abstain,  not  only  for  his  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  world, 
ix  the  sake  of  the  example,  as  the  means,  and  the  only  means,  of 
eflbcting  a  reformation  of  mankind  from  intemperance.  I  believe 
the  time  is  coming  when  not  onhr  the  drunkard  but  the  drinker  wiU 
be  excluded  from  the  church  of  our  God — ^when  the  gambler,  the 
slave  dealer,  and  the  rum  dealer,  will  be  classed  together.  And  I 
care  not  how  soon  that  time  arrives.  I  would  pray  for  it  as  devout- 
}f  as  for  the  millennium.  And  when  it  comes,  as  come  it  will,  it 
dxHild  be  celebrated  by  the  united  band  of  philanthropists,  patriots, 
and  Christians  throughout  the  world,  as  a  great  and  most  glorious 
jubflee." 

In  several  cases,  the  efibrts  for  the  promotion  of  temperance 
were  followed  by  remarkable  success  of  the  gospel,  and  numbers 
were  led  hopefully  to  embrace  the  Savior ;  and  the  connection 
began  strikingly  to  appear  between  these  efforts  and  the  salvation 
of  men. 

In  1829,  the  Committee  established  a  weekly  paper,  called 
The  Journal  of  Humanity,  to  be  the  organ  of  their  communica- 
tion with  the  public,  and  appomted  Rev.  Edward  W.  Hooker, 
editor  and  associate  general  agent.  The  present  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  was  also  reappointed  as  general  agent,  and  the 
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foDowing  persons  as  local  agents,  viz.  Rev.  Asa  Mead  for 
Maine,  Rev.  Andrew  Rankin  for  New  Hampshire,  Rev.  Daniel 
O.  McNTton  for  Vermont,  and  Rev.  Talcott  oates  for  Ck>nnecti- 
cot  Rev.  Messrs.  Coggin,  Barbour,  Mann,  Shepherd,  ClariL, 
Bond,  and  Woodbury,  were  also  appomted,  each  as  an  agent  for 
a  county  in  Massachusetts.  Other  agents  were  employed  by 
State  Societies ;  and  benevolent  individuals  performed  voluntary 
aj^encies  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

At  the  clos^  of  the  year  1829,  there  had  be&ti  formed,  on  the 
plan  of  abstinence,  and  reported,  more  than  1000  Societies,  em- 
bracing more  than  100,000  members.  Eleven  of  them  were 
State  Societies.  Of  those  known  to  the  Committee,  62  were  in 
Maine,  46  in  New  Hampshire,  56  in  Vermont,  169  in  Masaachu- 
setts,  3  in  Rhode  Island,  133  m  Connecticut,  300  m  New  York, 
21  in  New  Jersey,  53  in  Pennsylvania,  1  in  Delaware,  6  in  Mary* 
land,  52  in  Virginia,  15  in  Nordi  Carolina,  10  m  South  Carolina, 
14  in  Georgia,  8  in  Alabama,  30  in  Ohio,  9  in  Kentucky,  5  in 
Tennessee,  4  in  Mississippi,  13  in  Indiana,  1  in  Illinois,  3  in 
Michigan,  and  1  in  Missouri.  Societies  were  also  formed  in 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  New  Brunswick. 

More  than  50  distiUeries  had  been  stopped,  more  than  400 
merchants  had  renounced  the  traffic,  and  more  than  1200  drunk* 
ards  had  ceased  to  use  the  drunkard's  drink.  Persons,  who,  a 
few  years  before,  were  vagabonds  about  the  street,  were  now 
sober,  respectable  men,  providing  comfortably,  by  their  labor,  for 
dieir  wives  and  their  children. 

In  a  number  of  towns,  ardent  spirit  was  not  sold,  and,  in  sev* 
eral  cases,  not  even  kept  at  the  public  houses.  And  in  some 
places,  no  person  ^ho  was  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  yet 
c(mtinued  to  use  distiUed  liquor,  as  an  article  of  luxury  or  diet,  or 
to  traffic  in  it,  was  viewed  as  a  proper  person  for  admission  to  a 
Christian  church.  The  business  was  viewed  as  an  immorality,  in 
which  no  person  could  continue,  and  yet  give  credible  evidence 
of  being  a  good  man. 

The  guih  of  aiding  and  abetting  in  this  work  of  death,  became 
more  and  more  obvious ;  and  the  number  rapidly  increased,  who 
saw  that  the  efiect  of  enlightened  Christian  principle  would  be, 
to  banish  this  awful  immorality  fix>m  the  globe.  And  the  ben- 
efits wbich  would  result,  from  such  a  change,  to  the  property, 
character,  health,  reason,  lives  and  souls  of  men,  became  more 
and  more  apparent. 

In  one  town  in  Vermont,  individuals,  by  abstaining  fi'om  ardent 
spirit,  saved,  in  one  year,  more  than  ^8000.  In  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  they  saved,  in  the  same  way,  more  than 
f  100,000.  In  Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  in  which  had  been  sold 
annuslljr  dxMsit  0000  gallons,  die  quanti^  sold  that  year  was  only 


FOURTH  REPOHT. — 1831.  29 

^00  gillons.  The  bill  of  mortality,  which  had,  for  six  years,  upon 
an  average,  been  annually  24  j^  was  reduced,  for  two  years,  to  17^. 
In  1826,  the  year  before  the  formation  of  the  Temperance  So- 
ciety, the  number  of  deaths  under  40  years  of  age  was  15; 
m  1828,  only  9. 

Had  every  town  in  the  United  States  pursued  a  similar  course, 
that  is,  used  but  one  tenth  part  the  usual  quantity  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  had  it  been  followed  by  a  similar  result,  the  number 
of  deaths,  that  year,  would  have  been  lessened  more  than  70,000.* 

In  a  number  of  towns,  the  Holy  Spirit  followed,  with  his  life-giv- 
ing power,  the  efibrts  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  and 
hcmdreds,  under  his  gracious  influence,  hopefully  embraced  the 
gospel. 

In  one  town  in  Massachusetts,  a  temperance  discourse  was 
delivered  near  the  close  of  1827.  Numbers  renounced  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit,  and  conducted  all  their  business  without  it. 
Many  were  anxious  to  form  a  Temperance  Society ;  but  some, 
among  the  aged  and  influential,  thought  that  they  could  not  do 
without  a  little,  and  no  society  was  formed,  till  the  young  men, 
impatient  at  the  delay  of  their  fathers,  called  a  meeting,  and 
formed  a  Society  among  themselves.  They  resolved  to  have 
stated  meetings,  collect  information,  and  spread  it  through  the 
town.  At  the  first  meeting,  many  were  solemn,  and  at  the  second, 
anxious  for  their  salvation ;  a  prayer  was  offered,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  upon  them  :  the  anxiety  increased,  became 
general,  and  extended  through  the  town ;  and  more  than  200,  it 
is  believed,  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Ten  of  those  voung 
men  are  now  preparing  for  the  gospel  ministry ;  and,  should  their 
fives  be  spared,  and  their  talents  consecrated  to  the  Redeemer, 
they  may  be  instrumental  in  preparing  many  for  an  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  And,  could  we  trace  the  influ- 
ence of  that  single  Temperance  Society,  in  all  its  various  con- 
nections, bearines,  and  consequences,  upon  the  temporal  and  eter- 
nal interests  of  men,  the  vision  would  be  transporting.  And 
when  the  Committee  saw  these  Societies  rising,  and  extending 
their  benign  influences  not  merely  over  one,  but  over  a  thousand 
towns,  and  promising  to  extend  them  through  the  whole  land,  and 
to  all  future  ages,  they  could  not  but  diank  God,  and  take 
courage. 

This  year  was  also  rendered  memorable,  and  will  be  marked 
as  an  era  in  the  history  of  Europe,  from  its  having  been  the 
commencement  of  the  Temperance  Reformation  in  the  old  world. 

*  In  the  Connecticut  State  Pruon,  with  an  aTerage  of  190  convicts,  more  than  90  of 
nheoi  were  notoriously  intemperate  before  they  came  there,  not  one  of  whom  was 
ytniiiuefl  to  take  a  drop  of  intozicatinr  liquor  aAer  he  entered  the  walls  of  the  prison, 
there  was  no  death  for  16  months,  and  out  one  death  for  about  2  years. 
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A  meetiiig  was  holden,  in  Juty,  at  Belfast,  m  Ireland,  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  preventing  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath ; 
and,  in  order  to  this,  for  preventing,  on  that  day,  the  sale  and  use 
of  spirituous  liquors.  It  was  found,  as  it  ever  will  be,  impossible 
to  prevent  the  one,  without  first  preventing  the  other.  The  use 
of  ardent  spirit  will,  in  all  countries,  and  all  ages,  cause  the 
profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  all  its  abominations.  To  remove 
the  effect,  therefore,  they  undertook  to  remove  the  cause.  And 
this  they  attempted  to  do  in  the  old  way,  by  the  force  of  civil  law. 
But  a  certain  mdividual  (Rev.  John  Edgar,  professor  of  divin- 
ity m  the  college  at  Belfast)  expressed  his  dissent  from  that 
mode  of  attempting  to  accomplish  the  object,  and  his  desire  to 
employ  moral  means  only,  in  attempting  to  effect  moral  refor- 
mation. 

He  was  tlierefore  appointed  to  prepare  an  appeal  to  the  public 
on  this  subject.  While  engaged  in  this  preparation,  he  learned, 
for  tlie  first  time,  by  a  friend  from  America  (Rev.  Mr.  Penny, 
of  Rochester,  New  York),*the  nature,  means  and  success  of  the 
Temperance  Reformation  in  the  United  States.  Eagerly  seizing 
on  its  grand  principles,  and  the  grand  principle  of  all  tnoral  refor- 
mation, viz.  V^oluntary  abstinence  from  doing  m/,  as  an  eisenHci 
pre-requisite  to  doing  weU  ;  and  voluntary  associations^  exhibiting 
this  principle  in  practice^  as  the  grand  means  of  ^ecting  it;  he 
embodied  his  thoughts,  and  publi^ed  them  in  the  Belfast  papers, 
on  the  14th  of  August,  1829.  This  was  the  first  appeal  €m 
this  subject  to  the  Christians  of  Europe ;  and  was  followed  by 
results  similar  to  those  which  had  been  witnessed  in  the  United 
States.     The  first  Temperance  Society  in  the  old  world,  on  the 

Slan  of  abstinence,  was  formed  by  Rev.  George  Carre,  of  New 
loss,  in  Ireland.  Special  pains  were  taken  to  furnish  th^m  with 
the  Journal  of  Humanity  and  other  temperance  publications 
from  this  country,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year,  they  had 
numerous  Temperance  Societies  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  em- 
bracing more  than  14,000  members.  The  subject  had  been 
taken  up  in  England,  and  bid  fair  to  extend  through  the  king- 
dom. More  tlian  65,000  temperance  publications  had  issued 
from  the  press,  and  were  in  a  course  of  rapid  and  extensive 
circulation.  Persons  were  employed  to  go  from  house  to  house, 
and  distribute  them,  and  make  known  to  the  people  the  benefits 
that  would  result  to  them  and  their  children,  for  both  worlds,  from 
the  Temperance  Reformation. 

Thus  had  the  subject,  at  this  period,  taken  deep  root  on  two  con- 
tinents ;  and  the  proM)ect  was  increasing,  that,  snould  Providence 
continue  to  smile,  and  temperate  men  to  do  their  duty,  it  would 
bold  on  its  way,  till  there  imould  not  be  a  drunkard  on  the  globe. 
In  the  early  part  of  1830,  Rev.  Mr.  Hewk  visited  the  Middle 
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and  Southern  States.     He  was  received  with  kindness,  heard  with 
attention^  and  was  instrumental  in  awakening  new  interest  in  that 

f>art  of  the  country.  In  March,  he  returned,  and  continued  his 
abors  in  New  England,  till  within  three  months  of  the  close  of 
his  engagement.  Having  been  invited  to  take  charge  of  a  church 
in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  and  believing  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ac- 
cept the  mvitation,  he  resigned  his  laborious  and  successful  agen- 
cy, Sept.  SQth,  1830.  And  while  the  Committee  would  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the  Lord  in  his  preservation  and 
success,  they  would  affectionately  sympathize  with  him  in  his 
recent  domestic  affliction,*  and  express  their  earnest  hope  that 
both  mercies  and  trials  may  be  overruled  for  hb  greater  useful- 
ness on  earth,  and  his  more  dbtinguished  glory  in  heaven. 

Rev.  Edward  W.  Hooker,  associate  general  agent,  and  editor 
of  the  Journal  of  Humanity,  after  the  judicious  and  able  dis- 
charge of  its  duties  till  the  paper  was  established,  and  had  taken 
strong  hold  on  the  interests  of  the  community,  resigned  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Society  ;  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Tracy  was  appomted  editor 
in  his  stead.  This  paper  still  continues  to  be  a  powerful  auxil- 
iary m  the  great  and  good  cause.  It  is  read  with  deep  interest, 
by  intelligent  and  philanthropic  men,  in  this  and  other  countries ; 
and  should  its  circulation  be  extended  so  as  to  render  its  publication 
permanent,  it  would  accomplish  unspeakable  good  to  our  country 
and  to  the  world.  And  the  Committee  would  earnestly  request  the 
friends  of  the  object,  as  extensively-  as  practicable,  to  promote  its 
diculati(xi. 

Other  papers,  and  periodical  publications,  have  exerted  a  power- 
fid  influence,  and  rendered  valuable  aid  to  the  cause ;  and  it  is  de- 
arable  that  such  publications  should  be  circulated  extensively 
throughout  the  country. 

Rev.  Wm.  Kinner,  a  Baptist  clergyman  in  Dlinois,  has  been 
u>p(Mnted  to  labor  for  one  year,  as  agent,  in  that  state ;  and  the 
American  Tract  Society  has  made  a  donation  of  temperance  tracts, 
to  be  distributed  by  our  agents,  in  that  extended  and  interesting 
part  of  our  country. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  since  his  reappointment,  August 
27tb,  1829,  has  continued  uninterruptedly  his  labors  in  the  service 
rf  the  Society.  He  has  visited  various  parts  of  the  British 
proivince  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  states  ot  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  He 
Ims  traveled  more  than  6,400  miles,  and  preached  and  addressed 
public  bodies  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  times.  He  has  assisted 
m  the  fimnadon,  and  attended  the  anniversaries,  of  numerous  Tem- 

*  Mn.  Rebecca  Hewit,  wife  of  Rev.  Nathaaiel  Hewit,  died  at  Bridgeport,  Coon., 
deeply  lamented,  Jan.  id,  1831. 
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perance  Societies ;  written  a  number  of  articles  for  publication ;  con- 
ducted the  correspondence ;  and  superintended  the  general  conceros 
of  the  Society. 

At  the  request  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  he,  in  January,  1831, 
viated  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  addressed  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria.  Three  Temperance 
Societies  had  been  formed,  and  ten  others  were  formed,  during 
his  visit,  embracing  more  than  one  thousand  members.  At  the 
request  of  individuals  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  he  addressed  the 
membera  of  that  body,  in  the  capitol,  on  the  subject.  The  at- 
tendants were  numerous,  and  the  interest  manifested  was  highly 
auspicious.  From  all  parts  of  the  country,  members  of  Congress 
testified  that  a  great  change  bad  been  e&cted,  and  one  in  the 
highest  degree  salutary  to  all  the  social,  civil,  and  religious  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

A  member  firom  one  of  the  Southern  States,  and  irom  a  district 
in  which  il  had  been  customary  for  candidates  for  office  to  bribe 
the  electors  widi  spirituous  liquors,  declared,  '*  that  so  great  had 
been  the  change  of  public  sentiuient,  that,  shoidd  any  man  now  pur- 
sue a  similar  course,  that,  of  itself,  would  defeat  his  election."* 

Another  member  from  one  of  the  Western  States,  declared, 
'^  that  the  change  in  his  part  of  the  country  had  been  wonderiiil ; 
and  that  he  considered  the  object  of  the  Temperance  Society  as 
one  of  the  most  important,  and  its  operations  as  among  the  most 
useful,  of  any  in  the  world.  The  children — ^the  children,"  said  he, 
"  to  all  future  generations,  will  experience  the  benefit.  Any  publi- 
cations on  this  subject,  which  you  may  wish  to  send  mto  toy  dis- 
trict, I  will  cl^eerfully  forward." 

Similar  was  the  testimony,  of  others,  and  their  readiness  to  cir- 
culate information  on  the  subject. 

There  is  no  object,  said  they,  of  more  importance  than  this,  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country. 

From  a  number  of  the  principal  boarding-houses  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  ardent  spirit  was  excluded ;  and  many  of  the  mem- 
.bers  of  Congress  used  none  during  the  session. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that, 
through  an  extensive  region  of  country  where  he  had  traveled,  the 
quantity  used  liad  been  diminished  more  than  half. 

The  Secretary  of  War  stated,  that,  of  more  than  one  thousand 
desertions  from  the  army,  during  the  last  year,  nearly  all  were  oc- 
casioned by  drinking. 

From  January  1st,  1823,  to  December  31st,  1829,  the  number 
of  desertions  was  5,669  ;  upon  an  leverage,  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred ;  neaily  one  seventh  part  of  the  whole  army  (which  consists 

•  Appehdiz,  G. 
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of  about  six  thousand)  every  year.  The  loss  to  the  country  by 
desertkms  in  these  seven  years,  exclusive  of  the  expenses  of  con- 
vemng  courts-martialy  and  several  other  items,  was  $471,263 ;  or 
about  $70  to  a  man ;  and  during  six  years,  ending  December  Slst, 
1838,  the  number  of  soldiers  tried  by  courts-martial,  was  7,058. 
In  five  years,  ending  December  31st,  1827,  there  were  5,582 ;  be- 
inE  nearly  one  to  each  individual  in  the  army,  during  one  term  of 
emistment.  And  a  great  majority  of  the  whole  resulted  £rom  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit.  And  if  to  this  we  add  the  cost  of  the  liquor,  the 
expenses  ot  a  great  increase  of  sickness,  and  numerous  premature 
deaths,  the  loss,  from  the  use  of  this  jpoison,  in  the  army,  the  whole 
tendencv  of  which  is  to  injure  the  soldier,  and  unfit  him  for  the  de- 
fence 01  hb  country,  must  have  been  very  great.* 

A  distinguished  officer  of  the  army  declared,  ^'  Nearly  all  the  trouble 
we  have  with  the  men  arises  uom  drinking."  And  in  a  letter 
friiich  our  Secretary  lately  received  fix)m  bun,  he  says,  ^^  Since  I 
k8twroteyou,Ihave  visited  a  military  post;  and,  on  kx)king  over  the 
ack  list,  with  the  acting  surgeon  and  hospital  steward  at  my  el- 
bow, to  tell  me  the  cause  of  each  man's  sickness,  I  was  assured 
that,  out  of  fimrty-mx  cases,  the  diseases  of  more  than  forty  had 
their  origin  in  mtemperance.  Probably  more  than  five  sixtns  of 
all  milhiry  (fences  tried  before  our  courts-martial,  result  from  in- 
temperance." The  same  officer  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that,  since 
his  acquaintance  with  the  army,  which  has  been  for  many  years, 
mofe  than  three  fourths  of  the  deaths  among  the  soldiers  were  oc- 
caakmed  by  ardent  spirits.  And  he  says,  ^'The  Secretary  of  War 
has,  in  my  opinion,  done  incalculable  good  to  the  army,  by  with- 
holding the  whiskey  part  of  the  rations.  We  want  now  a  few  tem- 
penmce  preachers  to  visit  from  post  to  post,  and  bring  the  subject 
of  temperance  before  the  troops ;  form  Societies ;  fiimish  them  with 
addresses,  essays,  and  periodicals ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  a  happy 
reformation  would  be  witnessed  in  the  army." 

And  his  anticipations  seem  to  be  justified  by  facts.  In  a  num- 
ber of  cases.  Temperance  Societies  have  been  formed  at  various 
unitary  posts,  and  with  the  most  cheering  re3ults. 

From  one  of  them,  a  correspondent  writes,  '^Ardent  spirit  had 
been,  as  was  customary,  dealt  out  to  the  soldiers.  The  con- 
sequence was,  the  majority  were  in  a  state  of  degradation,  and 
were  going  the  broad  road  to  ruin,  as  fast  as  the  wheels  of  time, 
and  the  ruinous  consequences  of  irregular  living,  would  carry  them. 
About  one  fourth,  on  an  average,  were  unable  to  do  duty  on  ac- 
count of  drunkenness ;  which  caused  sickness,  punishments,  and 
deaertiaos,  not  a  few.  In  consequence  of  the  visits  and  efibrts  of 
iaifividuab,  a  change  has  taken  place,  so  great  that  the  officen 

*  Appbwix,  H. 
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cheer&lly  acknowledge,  that  the  Lord  hath  done  it.  One  hundred 
and  sixtyHiine,  out  of  two  hundred  and  ten  soldiers,  i^ied  a  pedticHi  to 
have  no  ardent  spirit  brought  to  the  garrison.  The  petition  was 
granted.  With  their  grog-money,  they  have  purchased  a  library  of 
more  than  five  hundred  volumes ;  and  it  is  now  a  shame  for  any 
man  to  drink  or  be  drunken.  The  Sabbath  is  spent  in  reading 
and  attending  public  worship.  The  Sabbath  schod  is  taught 
by  the  officers  and  others,  and  conducted  in  an  orderly  and  a  usefiil 
manner." 

The  regulation  above  referred  to,  adopted  by  the  war  depart- 
ment, tc^ether  with  the  remarks  upon  it  of  a  gentleman  connected 
with  the  army,  and  of  distinguished  medical  eentlemen,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  ;*  and  should  suders  and  all  others  be  pro- 
hilHted  fit)m  furnishing  ardent  spirits,  and  the  troops  fitmi  pur- 
chasing them,  the  result  to  die  army  and  to  the  country  would  be 
in  the  lushest  degree  salutary.  It  would  prevent  a  great  portion  of 
all  the  desertions  and  courts-martial ;  of  sickness  and  premature 
deaths;  and  would  save  annually  more  than  h|ilf  a  million  of 
dollars. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirit  has  done  more  than  every  thing  dse  to 
deteriorate  the  character  of  the  soldier,  and  unfit  him  for  the  de- 
fence of  his  coimtry.  And  so  long  as  the  cause  is  continued, 
whether  it  is  kept  in  operation  by  the  government  or  by  individu- 
ab,  the  efl!ect  can  never  be  done  away. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  also  expressed  his  conviction,  that 
the  use  which  is  made  of  ardent  spirit  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  ; 
and  declared  his  intention  to  recommend  a  change  with  regard  to 
the  navy.  A  distinguished  officer  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  nine 
tenths  of  all  the  difficulties  whk^h  the  officers  have  with  the  men 
arise  firom  ardent  spirits ;  and  expressed  his  strong  conviction, 
bom  what  he  had  witnessed  on  board  his  own  ship,  and  others, 
which  had  made  the  experiment,  of  the  practicability  and  great  utili- 
ty of  entire  abstinence  throughout  the  navy.  He  said,  ^'  If  Con*^ 
greas  would  pass  a  law,  prohibiting  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  in  the 
navy,  and  ^ving  to  the  men  the  value  of  it  in  money,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty ;  and  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  bles^ngs  that 
could  be  conferred  upon  them."  There  is  now  a  provision  that  all 
who  will  voluntarily  relmquish  it,  shaU  be  allowed  six  cents  per 
ration,  as  a  subsdtute.  But  what  is  needed  is,  that  the  government 
should  cease  to  fiunish  it  for  any. 

On  board  the  United  States  skx>p  of  war  Falmouth,  in  her  late 
cruise,  sevenQr  of  the  men  abstained  entirely  fitun  the  use  of  ardent 
lirit ;  and  between  forty  and  fifty  on  board  the  Brandy  wine ;  and 
were  among  die  most  healthy,  cheerfiil  and  orderiy  in  the 
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ahip.  ^'  During  the  cruise,"  said  the  .chaplain,  "  I  never  knew  a 
comfdaint  against  one  of  them ;  and  the  total  disuse  of  spirit  is  in- 
creasing in  the  navy  generally.  The  inquiry, '  Can  seamen  advan- 
tageously and  comfortably  dispense  with  spirituous  liquors,  while  at 
sea  ?*  is  satisfactorily  answered,  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  Both  in 
our  navy  and  in  our  merchant  ship,  the  question  is  at  rest."  A 
later  communicatioq,  from  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  states, 
^'  That,  out  of  the  whole  ship's  company  of  the  frigate  Brandywine, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  souls,  only  one  hundred 
and  sixty  men  drew  their,  grog." 

Since  January  1st,  1830,  more  than  one  hundred  and  fiity  ves- 
seb  have  sailed  from  the  port  of  Boston,  which  do  not  carry  ardent 
sfint ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  there  are  now  afloat  on  the  ocean, 
more  than  four  hundred  of  this  description.  The  longest  and  roost 
difllcult  voyages  are  made  without  it;  and  greatly  to  the  health, 
comfort  and  safety  of  the  men.  Of  seven  hundred  sailors,  who 
have  called  for  a  supply  of  books,  at  one  office,  more  than  two 
hundred  abstain  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors ;  and  should  this 
course  be  adopted  by  all  seafaring  men,  it  would  prevent,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  experienced  navigators,  more  than  half  of  all 
the  shipwrecks  on  the  ocean. 

A  cu)tain,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Europe,  said  to  our  Secre- 
tary, **1  took  seven  men  from  a  wreck  just  before  my  arrival,  in  a 
state  of  almost  utter  starvation.  When  wrecked,  they  took  a  keg 
of  whiskey,  but  never  thought  of  victuals ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
a  dmely  discovery,  they  must  all  have  perished.  And  this  habit 
of  drinking  is  the  cause  of  a  great  porUon  of  all  the  shipwrecks. 
Hie  moment  sailors  become  frightened,  they  begin  to  drink,  socm 
despair,  give  up  all  for  lost,  and  drink  tUl  they  are  lost.  Had  they 
hdd  on,  and  not  touched  the  poison,  they  had  out-rode  the  storm, 
and  been  safe." 

So  say  the  &cts.  A  vessel,  lately  coming  from  Virginia  to  New 
York,  vrith  a  number  of  passengers  on  board,  was  overtaken  with  a 
storm,  which  raged  with  great  violence,  and  continued  a  long  time. 
AU  the  sailors  on  board  wno  drank  ardent  spirit,  from  intemperance, 
fat^ue,  or  despair,  gave  up,  and  ceased  to  kibor.  But  one  man  on 
bowl  drank  no  ardent  spirit ;  and  although  he,  with  the  rest,  had 
buflfeted  the  storm,  he  took  the  helm,  and  stood  for  hours  after  the 
others  had  ceased  to  make  exertion ;  and  die  whole  crew  were  saved. 
Had  it  not  been  for  him,  long  before  the  storm  abated,  they  had  all 
probably  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

Said  a  distinguished  navieator,  '*  The  great  day  of  account  will 
bear  terrible  witness,  when  the  sea  shall  give  up  the  dead  that  are 
in  it,  of  the  vast  and  unsuspected  extent  of  the  sacrifice  of  life 
among  seamen,  fit>m  shipwrecks,  and  other  catastrophes  OQcasioned 
by  drunkenness.    One  oistreesful  instance,  among  the  nundbers  tbit 
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will  hereafter  be  brought  to  light,  occurred  wxthiD  my  own  observi- 
tioD.  A  collier  brig  was  stranded  on  the  Yoik  coast ;  and  I  bad 
occasion  to  assist  in  the  interestbg,  but  distressing  service  of  raacu- 
ing  a  part  of  the  crew  by  drawing  them  up  a  vertical  cliff,  two  <»- 
three  hundred  feet  in  altitude,  by  means  of  a  deep-sea  lead-lme,  the 
only  rope  that  could  be  procured.  The  first  two  men  who  caught 
hold  of  this  slender  line,  were  hauled  safely  up  the  frightful  cliff ; 
but  the  next,  after  being  drawn  to  a  considerable  height,  slipped  his 
bdd,  and  he  fell ;  and  with  the  fourth  and  last,  who  ventured  upon 
this  only  chance  of  life,  die  rope  save  way,  and  he  also  was  plunged 
into  foaming  breakers  beneath.  Immediately  afterwards,  the  vessel 
bfdce  up,  and  the  remnant  of  the  ill-fated  crew,  widi  the  exception 
of  two,  ^o  were  washed  into  a  cavern  in  the  cliff,  perished  before 
bur  eyes.  But  what  was  the  cause  of  this  heart-rendinc  event  ? 
Was  it  stress  of  weather,  or  bewildering  fog,  or  unavoidable  acci- 
dent ?  No ; — ^it  arose  entirely  from  the  want  of  sobrieQr ;  every  sailor, 
to  a  man,  beine  in  a  state  of  intoxicauon.  The  vessel,  but  a  few  hours 
befcre,  had  sailed  from  Sunderland  ;  the  men  being  drunk,  a  boy, 
unacquainted  with  the  coast,  was  intrusted  with  the  nehn.  He  ran 
the  brig  upon  Whitby  Rock,  and  one  half  of  the  miserable,  dissi- 
pated crew  awoke  to  consciousness  in  eternity  !  To  this  solitary 
instance  I  might  add  many ;  but  thb  must  suffice,  both  as  to  iflus- 
tratk>n  and  proof  of  the  terrible  consequences  of  intemperance  at 

Numerous  other  cases,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  mudit  be 
mentioned,  illustrative  of  the  same  truth ;  and,  should  the  use  otspirit- 
uous  liquors  be  done  away,  the  risk  of  property  on  the  ocean  and 
the  rate  of  insurance  might  be  lessened  probaUy  more  than  half. 
And  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  no  merchant  will 
wSht  this  grand  cause  of  immorality,  disease,  and  death,  temporal 
and  eternal,  to  be  found  on  board  his  vessel ;  and  when  it  shall  not 
be  used,  as  an  article  of  luxury  or  diet,  or  sold  by  any  sober  man^ 
especially  by  any  Christian,  in  our  land. 

Nor  will  the  prevention  of  the  loss  of  property,  in  that  case,  be 
confined  to  the  ocean.  The  Hon.  William  Cranch,  chief  jud^  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  who  is  extensively  known  as  a  candid  and 
accurate  reporter  of  principles  and  facts,  in  an  Address  which  he 
delivered  before  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Temperance 
Societies,  estimates  the  loss  annually  m  the  United  States,  from  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  at  not  less  than  $94,425,000.*  In  this  esti- 
mate, he  has  taken  no  account  of  what  is  lost  by  shipwrecks,  sick- 
ness, and  m  various  other  wavs.  But  even  this  sum  wouM,  in  tfairty 
years,  amount  to  more  than  me  value  of  all  the  houses,  lands  and 
slaves  in  the  United  States.    These  were  estimated,  in  1615,  at 
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^1,771^12,906.  And  if  the  nikie  of  them  has  since  incnned 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population,  it  would  now  be 
^,519,009,322.  And  the  loss  to  the  consumers  of  ardent  spirits, 
and  to  the  community,  m  thirty  years,  would,  according  to  the  fore- 
going estimate,  be  $2,832,750,000,  which  is  $313,740,778  more 
dian  the  value  of  all  the  houses  and  land  in  the  United  States ;  thus 
ezlnfaiting  to  the  worid  the  awful  spectacle  of  a  people  losing,  by  the 
use  of  strong  drink,  in  thirty  years,  $313,740,778  more  mn  the 
Talue  of  their  whde  country.  And  all  for  what  i  To  gratify  an 
artificial  and  destructive  i^petite,  which  men  do  not  need,  and 
which  they  had  better  be  without ;  which  God  does  not  give  them, 
bat  which  they,  by  thw  own  voluntary  and  wicked  conduct,  form. 
And  if  the  crimes,  which  are  prosecuted  amiually  in  the  United 
States,  are  only  one  fififa  as  many,  in  proportion  to  the  pqiulation, 
as  in  die  citj^  of  New  York,  and  should  they  not  increase  with  the 
increase  of  papulation,  they  would,  in  thirty  years,  amount  to 
1,800,000 ;  more  than  1,000,000  of  which  must,  accordinc  to  the 
testimony  o(  judges  and  jurists,  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits.  And  of  the  7,200  murders  which  will,  should  the  present 
number  not  increase,  in  that  time  be  c(Hnmitted,  more  than  5000 
of  diem  must  be  attrflbuted  to  the  same  cause.  And  of  all  the 
deaths  which  will  m  that  time  take  place,  in  the  United  States, 
more  than  900,000  must  be  considered,  according  to  the  testimony 
of  the  most  distinguished  ph3rsicians,  as  occasioned  by  strong  drink. 
Or,  if  we  take  the  number  who  are  killed  by  it  m  Philadelphia,  as 
stated  by  a  committee  of  the  College  of  Physk^ians,  as  die  average 
proportion,  being  in  that  city  seven  hundred  in  a  year,  it  woiud 
make  more  than  1,500,000.  In  one  place,  of  only  6000  inhab- 
itants, the  chief  magistrate,  b^g  himself  an  eminent  [diyrician,  in- 
farmed  our  Secretary,  that  twenty^ight  in  that  place  were  kiUed  by 
strong  drink  m  one  year.  This  would  make,  in  thirty  years,  eight 
hundred  and  forty.  And  if  eight  hundred  and  forty  would  be  killed 
m  a  population  m  6000,  how  manv  would  be  kilfed,  in  that  dme, 
among  12,000,000?  The  jproportion  would  be  1,680,000:  while 
the  use  of  this  poison,  without  afibrding  the  least  benefit,  would 
greatly  increase  the  diseases,  lessen  the  reason,  and  diminish  the 
happiness  of  all  who  used  it ;  and,  upon  an  average,  would  shorts 
their  lives  probably  at  least  five  years.  And  if  drunkards,  upon  an 
average)  snorten  life  only  ten  years,  and  temperate  drmkers  five, 
and  mere  are  only  four  sober  drinkers  to  one  drunkard,  it  would 
cause  a  bss  in  ttuB 'United  States,  in  thirty  years,  of  32,400,000 
jretn  of  human  probation  and  of  active  usenilness ;  in  a  world,  too, 
m  which  every  noble  and  benevolent  deed  might  model  the  charac- 
ter, and  tell  on  the  destinies  of  men,  for  eternity.  Amazine  loss ! 
And  when  we  consider  the  etEoci  of  this  poison,  m  deterioBataag  the 
character,  bfinding  the  understanding,  searing  Ike 
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hardening  the  heart;  when  we  see  it  tend  to  hinder  the  success  of 
the  gpspely  and  prevent  the  efficacy  of  all  the  means  of  grace ;  and 
to  perpetuate  and  accumulate  its  deleterious  influence  over  all 
future  generations  of  men, — the  evils  become  overwhelming. 

And  yet,  by  abstaining  from  their  cause,  these  evils  may  be  done 
away ;  without  miury  to  any,  and  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  all.  And 
as  more  than  a  thousand  among  the  most  intelligent  physicians  on 
the  globe,  have  certified,  that  men  in  health  do  not  need  ardent 

r'  't,  and  cannot,  without  mjury,  use  it ;  and  as  the  correctness  of 
opinion  is  proved  abundantly  by  (acts,  in  the  experience  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  and  m  all  kmds 
of  business, — the  conviction  is  extending  and  deepenmg,  and  tend- 
ing to  become  universal,  that  no  person  can  continue  to  use  it,  or 
be  accessory  to  the  use  of  it  by  otners,  without,  if  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  the  accumulation  of  awful  and  overwhelming  guilt. 

This,  conviction  is  manifested  by  the  increasmg  nunu>ers  who 
are  voluntarily  withdrawing  fit)m  all  connection  wiui  this  abcxnina- 
tion,  and  pledging  themselves  to  use  all  suitable  means  to  persuade 
all  others  to  do  the  same. 

Fifteen  Temperance  Societies,  on  the  plan  of  abstinence,  were, 
the  past,  year,  formed  in  the  ci^  of  Baltimore,  embracing  more 
than  2(K)0  members.  A  State  Society  was  also  formed  in  Mary- 
land, in  Delaware,  and  in  seven  other  states.  Eleven  had  been 
fcNrmed  before,  making,  in  all,  at  the  present  time,  eighteen  State 
Societies.  There  is  one  in  each  state,  except  Maine,  Rhode 
Island,*  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  And  it  is 
hoped,  that  a  State  Society  will  sopn  be  formed  in  every  state  in 
the  Union.  And  should  each  State  Socie^,  as  b  earnestly  desired 
by  this  Societv,  employ  an  agent,  and  taxe  the  direction  of  this 
cause  within  tneir  own  limits,  and  temperate  men  do  their  duty,  a 
Temperance  Society  may  soon  be  fonned  in  eveiy  county,  town 
and  village  m  the  country. 

On  the  first  of  May,  1831,  there  were  reported  140  Societies 
in  Maine,  96  in  New  Hampshire,  132  in  Vermont,  209  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 21  in  Rhode  Island,  202  m  Connecticut,  727  in  New 
York,  61  in  New  Jersey,  124  in  Pennsylvania,  5  in  Delaware,  38  in 
Maryland,  10  in  the  District  of  Ck)iumbia,  113  m  Virginia,  31  in 
Nordi  Carolina,  16  in  South  Carolina,  60  in  Creorgia,  1  m  Florida, 
10  in  Alabama,  19  in  Mississippi,  3  in  Louisiana,  15  in  Tennessee, 
23  in  Kentucky,  104  in  Ohio,  25  m  Indiana,  12  in  Illinois,  4  in 
Missouri,  and  13  in  Michigan  Territory ;  making,  in  aD,  more  than 
2200,  and  embracmg  more  than  170,000  members.  These  members 
have  been  constantly  increasing,  and  have,  in  many  cases,  been 

*  A  Btito  Soeietir  liM  nnea  been  lonned  in  Rhode  Uand,iiiftki]if  at  UMprM- 
eat  time,  19  Stirte  BodeHes. 
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more  than  doubled  since  they  were  report^.  There  are  abo 
numerous  Societies  which  have  been  formed,  and  some  of  them 
embradng  large  districts  of  country,  not  contained  in  the  above  list, 
and  from  which  no  returns  have  been  received.  The  number  be- 
longing to  Societies  which  are  not  reported,  in  the  state  of  New 
Yoric,  are  supposed,  by' the  Committee  of  the  State  Society,  to 
amount  to  more  than  30,000.  In  other  states  from  which  the 
returns  have  been  less  general  and  complete,  the  number,  in  pro- 
portion, is  still  greater.  In  Kentucky,  in  which  but  23  have  been 
rqxMted  to  us,  containing  only  about  1600  members,  a  correspond- 
ent writes,  that  they  have,  in  his  opinion,  neariy  100  Societies,  and 
not  much  short  of  15,000  members.  So  it  may  be  in  other  states, 
and  from  the  best  information  which  has  been  obtained,  the  Com- 
mittee conclude  that  there  ar^  now  formed,  in  the  United  States,  on 
the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  more  than 
3000  Temperance  Societies,  containing  more  than  300,000  mem- 
bers. 

From  the  influence  of  these  Societies,  and  other  causes,  300,000 
more  may  have  adopted  the  plan  of  not  using  it,  or  furnishing  it 
tx  the  use  of  others.  Connected  with  these  600,000,  of  children 
and  persons  in  their  employment,  and  under  their  control,  may 
be  as  many  uKxe.  And  thus  1,200,000  may  already  have  been 
brought  under  the  influence,  and  may  now  be  experiencing  the 
ben^,  of  the  Temperance  Reformation.  Among  these,  should 
tbey  continue  to  refrain  from  intoxicating  drink,  there  will  never  be 
a  drunkard :  whereas,  had  they  continued  m  habits  which  prevailed 
five  years  ago,  50,000  of  them  might  have  come  to  the  drunkard's 
grave. 

So  that,  should  this  reform  now  be  merely  stationary,  and  make 
no  fiirther  progress,  it  may  have  saved  50,000  from  the  drunkard's 
doom ;  and  how  many  it  would  save  of  their  chfldren,  and  children's 
chQdren,  none  but  God  can  determine. 

In  one  case,  as  our  Secretary  was  informed,  a  father  adopted 
the  plan  of  usine  a  litde  ardent  spirit  every  day.  He  was  never 
intoxicated,  and  never  thought  to  be  in  the  least  intemperate. 
He  only  took  a  little,  a  very  little,  because  he  thought  that  it  did 
him  gpod.  For  the  same  reason,  his  children  took  a  Utthj  daily ; 
and  so  did  their  children.  And  now,  no  less  than  40  of  his  de- 
scendants are  drunkards,  or  m  the  drunkard's  grave. 

Another  man  adopted  a  diflferent  plan  ;  he  would  not  use  ardent 
spirit ;  he  would  not  purchase  it ;  nor  would  he  suffer  it  to  enter 
lus  house.  He  taught  his  children  to  treat  it  as  a  poiscm,  a  mortal 
poiflOD ;  and  they  taught  their  children.  And  now,  there  is  not  a 
drunkard  among  them;  nor  has  one  of 'his  descendants  ever 
oome  to  the  drunkard's  grave.  Lon^,  bng  may  it  be,  before  any 
one  ever  shall.    And  when  the  long  bnes  dT  descendants  of  ' 


AMEBtCAV  TmnUANQE  flOOBTT. 

two  men,  ifaiough  all  future  ag^,  shall  rise  up  be&use  them,  and 
b^ire  the  umverse,  in  the  bkziog  Ikht  of  etenutjr,  who  omi  «8- 
timate  the  difiisreiioe  of  results,  of  the  diflSereat  couiaet  adopcad 
and  pursued  by  their  prc^nitors  ?  Nooe  but  He,  who  aecdi  the 
end  mnn  the  b^inning,  aiul  to  whom  they  have  both  now  gone  to 
render  their  account. 

If  such  may  be  the  difference  of  result  from  a  single  mdhridiial 
adopting  the  plan  of  abstinence,  iGnom  what  it  might  have  been,  had 
he  adopted  the  fdan  of  moderate  drinking,  and  in  two  generatioos, 
who  can  estimate  the  difference,  finom  the  plan  of  absdnence  Invkig 
been  adc^ted  by  1,200,000, — 50,000  of  whom  mig^  haife  been 
drunkards,  and  1,150,000  habitual  drinkers,— down  throu^  all 
future  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world — and  onward  to  etemitF  ? 
And  here  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  more  than  3000  of  those  wka 
now  abstain,  actually  were  drunkards ;  who,  should  they  cominne 
their  present  course,  wiU  have  been  saved  with  .a  great  salva- 
tion. And  this  might  have  been  the  case  with  more  than  6000 
others,  who  are  drunkards  still.  Tliey  ceased  to  use  strong  dbink 
for  a  time,  and  were  sober  men.  Such  they  might  have  been  now; 
and  not  only  sober  men,  but  respectable  men,  a  comfort  and  a 
blessing  to  aU  around  them ;  had  not  some  sober  drinker,  or  aome 
retafler,— whose  name,  were  it  to  number  the  evils  which  he  has  oc- 
casioned, would  be  Legion,  for  they  are  many,— enticed  them  tt> 
go  back,  and  perish. 

To  a  re^ctable  stranger,  in  a  province  of  a  neighboring  kuq;dom, 
our  Secretary  handed  a  temperance  tract,  and  said,  **  Sir,  the  man 
who  wrote  that  tract  was  once  a  drunkard."  '^  And  so,**  said  die 
stranger,  with  tearful  emotion,  ''  was  the  man  who  now  holds  it." 
But  he  is  not  a  drunkard  now.  No ;  he  adopted  the  plan  of  absti- 
nence ;  has  since,  it  b  believed,  chosen  that  good  part  which  ahall 
not  be  taken  from  him ;  and  b  shedding  on  a  wide  circle  of  ac- 

Juaintance  the  lifegiving  and  purifying  influence  of  a  consiBtent 
/hristian  exam{de.  He  is  a  warm  advocate,  and  active  promoter 
of  the  temperance  cause ;  and  through  his  influence,  ana  that  of 
others,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  spread  throu^  the 
province. 

A  respectable  merchant,  in  one  o£  our  principal  cities,  said,  ^*  I 
shall  have  reason  to  remember  the  Temperance  Cause  as  kmg  as  1 
live.  Had  it  not  been  for  that,  I,  before  now,  should  have  been 
a  drunkard."  On  relating  this  &ct  to  a  merchant,  m  another  cify-, 
**  And  so,"  said  he,  ^'should  I.  I  was  on  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  but  it 
saved  me."  And  the  grace  of  Grod  came  in,  and  he,  it  is  believed, 
was  doubly  saved.  '^  i  es,"  said  he,  with  eratefol  emphasb,  as  he 
kwked  on  his  wife  and^  children,  ^'  and  I  wiU  give  a  hundred  doUars 
a  year,  to  spread  the  Temperance  Refimnatkxi  through  the 
country." 
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And  who,  that  has  a  hundred  dollars  of  the  Liord's  property,  and 
can,  consistently  with  duty,  will  not  give  it,  to  spread  the  Temper- 
ance Reform  throughout  our  country,  and  throughout  the  world  ? 
In  what  possiUe  way  can  that  amount,  annually,  from  one  hundred 
men,  to  whom  the  Lord  has  committeKl  property,  with  the  inscrip- 
tian  **  Occupy  till  I  come,"  do  more  good  to  the  temporal  and  eter- 
nal mterests  of  men  ? 

Suppose  the  American  Temperance  Society  has,  within  the  last 
Are  years,  expended  $10,000,  and  other  Societies  and  individuals 
have  expended,  in  this  cause,  as  much  more ;  in  what  way  did 
$30,000  ever  do  more  good  ?  In  what  way  was  $20,000  ever 
more  productive  in  the  accumulation  of  property  ?  or,  what  is  better, 
in  the  $aving  of  property,  character,  health,  reason,  lives  and  souls 
cimeai 

In  the  county  of  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  out  of  1134  paupers, 
admitted  to  the  ahns-house  from  May,  1829,  to  May,  1830,  1059 
were  brought  there  by  intemperance ;  viz.  of  temperate  adults,  24 ; 
of  adults  whose  habits  were  not  known,  24 ;  chiloren  of  temperate 
paients,  13 ;  children  cX  parents  whose  habits  were  not  known,  14 ; 
cfaiMren  of  intemperate  parents,  115 ;  and  intemperate  adults,  944 : 
local  of  temperate  adults,  and  persons  whose  habits  were  not  known, 
Bad  their  children,  75 ;  and  ot  mtemperate  adults  and  their  children, 
1059. 

In  the  coun^r  of  Cumberland,  Pennsylvania,  of  50  paupers,  48 
were  made  such  by  intemperance.  And  in  die  coun^  of  Oneida, 
New  Tock,  out  of  253,  246  vrere  made  paupers  in  the  same  way. 

^  According  to  a  Report  of  the  superintendents  of  the  Wash* 
ington  counQr  (N.  Y.)  poor-house,  out  of  322  persons  received  into 
tfael  house  since  its  establishment,  290  were  sent  there  in  conse- 
quence of  their  own  int^nperance,  or  that  of  others. 

^  According  to  a  statement  made  by  CoL  Hoffinan,  nineteen 
twemtieths  of  £e  inmates  of  the  Montgomery  county  (N.  Y.)  poor- 
home,  owe  their  situation  to  intemperance." 

And  die  superintendent  of  the  Albany  alms-house  states,  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  use  of  strong  drink,  that  establishment  would  be 
tenantless.  And  substantially  so  it  would  be  throughout  this  coun- 
try; and  in  proportion  as  the  Temperance  Reicmn  has  ]nevailed, 
ahns-houses  nave  become  tenantless,  and  crimes  been  done  away. 

The  solicit^'  general,  at  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
die  county  of  Hiunpden,  Massachusetts,  remarked,  that  be  found 
Iw^one  indictment  for  crime  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  but  one 
m  the  county  of  Hampshire  ;  and  but  three  in  the  counQr  of  Hamp- 
den ;  and  diat,  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  the  indictments  for  crimes 
had  snrpririndy  diminished  within  two  years.  And  he  could 
ascribe  ous  change  in  favor  of  virtue  and  good  order,  to  no  other 
cause  dian  the  influence  of  Temperance  Societies,  and  the  g^ett . 
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change,  which  they  had  been  the  means  of  effecting  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  strong  drink. 

'^The  keeper  of  the  Ogdensburg  (N.  Y.)  jail  states,  that  seven 
eighths  of  the  criminals,  and  three  fourths  of  the  debtors,  imprisoned 
there,  are  intemperate  persons. 

^^Of  the  first  690  children  sent  to  the  New  York  house  of 
refuge  after  its  establishment,  401  were  known  to  be  children  of' 
intemperate  parents. 

^*  In  two  districts  in  Upper  Canada,  38  out  of  44  inquests  heU 
by  the  coroners,  were,  in  cases  of  death,  caused  by  intemperance. 

^^  The  keeper  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  in  his  Report  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  that  state,  Dec.  1829,  says,  that,  of  the  134  prisoDers 
under  his  care,  36  only  claimed  to  be  temperate  men. 

^^  The  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  Pa.,  stated,  last  year,  that, 
out  of  24  committab,  21  were  caused  by  intemperance. 

^'  In  Litchfield  county,  Ct.,  the  proportion  of  criminak  who  are 
intemperate,  is  35  out  of  39." 

^^  My  belief  is,"  says  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  New 
York  otate  Society, ''  that  this  state  has  saved,  during  the  last  jrear, 
in  the  lessened  use  of  ardent  spirits,  $6,250,000.  And  it  is  entirdy 
past  all  calculation  to  estimate  the  great  increase  of  wealth  to  the 
state  in  labor,  more  usefiiUy,  and  more  vigorously  applied  to  every 
department  of  industry.  And  since  rum  has  been  dismissed,  and 
llie  mind  has  recovered  its  healthful  tone,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
has  a  power,  and  has  been  at  work,  in  various  parts  of  this  state, 
in  a  wonderful  manner ;  and  all  appear  to  agree,  now,  that  the  too 
common  use  of  ardent  spirits  has  been  one  great  cause  of  apathy 
on  religious  subjects." 

The  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Society  estimate  the 
saving,  in  the  cost  of  spirits  alone,  at  f2,000,000  the  last  year. 
^'  But,"  they  say,  '^  our  greatest  gains  bom  the  Temperance  Refor- 
mation are  not  to  be  estimated  in  dollars.  They  are  manifest 
in  our  improved  morals,  and  in  the  firesh  vigor  which  is  inibsed  into 
every  branch  of  industry.  They  are  manifest  in  the  unexampled 
prosperity  which  pervades  our  state,  and  which  all  candid  observers 
agree  in  ascribing  so  largely  to  the  arrest  of  the  desolating  tide  of 
intemperance.  They  are  manifest,  the  Christian  is  sure,  in  the 
unprecedented  attention  to  religion  in  all  parts  of  the  state ;  for 
our  greatest  enemy  to  the  woric  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  minds  of 
men,  is  more  than  half  conquered."* 

Equally  conspicuous  and  salutary  is  the  e&ct  on  the  health  of 
the  communi^.  Said  a  distbguisbed  physician  in  Massachusetts, 
'^  Since  our  people  have  given  up  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  the 
amount  of  sidkness  has  been  diminished  about  half.    And  1  have 
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no  doubt,  should  the  people  of  the  United  States  renounce  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  nearly  half  the  diseases  of  the  country  would 
be  preyented." 

And  said  another  eminent  physician,  after  forty  years'  extensiye 
practice  and  observation,  ''  I  have  no  doubt  that  faiall  the  men,  eveiy 
year,  who  die  of  fevers,  might  recover,  had  it  not  been  for  the  use 
of  sjurituous  liquors.  No  one  but  a  physician  knows  how  power- 
fully all  inflammatory  diseases  are  increased,  even  by  what  is  called 
temperaie  drinking ;  or  how  fatally  the  best  remedies  in  the  world 
are  counteracted  by  the  same  cause.  I  have  seen  men  who  were 
never  intoxicaled,  down  twenUr  days  with  a  fever,  who,  had  it  not 
been  finr  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  probably  would  not  have  been 
confihaed  to  the  house  a  day.  And  I  have  often  seen  men  stretched 
on  a  bed  of  fever,  who,  to  all  human  appearance,  might  be  raised  up 
as  well  as  not,  were  it  not  for  that  state  of  the  s)rstem,  which  daily 
temperate  drinking  produces ;  who  now,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be 
ctene,  sink  down  ana  die."  And  the  decrease  in  the  bills  of  mor- 
',  among  those  who  have  renounced  the  use  of  strong  drink, 
ezh&iHts  evidence,  that,  should  this  course  be  adopted  by  all,  the 
number  of  deaths  annually  in  the  country,  would  be  lessened  more 
than  50,000. 

And  facts,  so  far  as  they  have  been  developed,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  case,  give  reason  to  believe,  that  the  same  amount  of 
moral  means,  employed  for  human  benefit,  would  more  than  double 
their  influence  and  their  benefits  ove^  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men. 
Hie  special  attention  which  is  now  manifested  to  the  oreat  interests 
of  the  soul,  and  of  eternity,  under  the  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 
b  fourteen  colleges,  and  more  than  five  hundred  towns,  in  which 
the  eflbcts  of  the  Temperance  Reformation  have  been  most  con- 
spicuous, speaks  with  a  voice  that  will  be  heard,  and  heeded  by 
toe  friends  of  God  throughout  the  earth. 

Men  who  have  given  up  the  waters  of  death,  have,  in  great  num- 
Ws,  under  the  means  which  God  has  appointed  and  'blessed  for 
that  purpose,  passed  fix>m  death  unto  hte.*  Many  more  have 
been  sayed  fix^m  becoming  drunkards,  and  fit>m  the  drunkard's 
grave* 

From  a  town  of  about  2000  inhabitants,  a  correspondent  writes, 
^We  have  not  a  drunkard  in  the  place,  except  those  that  were 
aidi  when  our  Temperance  Society  was  formed,  four  years  ago. 
Not  a  new  drunkard  has  since  been  made."  Yet,  had  the  people 
of  that  town  continued  in  the  habits  which  prevailed  five  years  ago, 
and  furnished  new  drunkards,  in  proportion  to  their  populatipn, 
they  had  made,  in  four  years,  not  less  than  24  new  drunkards. 
And  if  24  haye  been  saved  firom  becoming  drunkards,  among  3000 
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inhabitants,  hovir  many  may  have  been  sared  among  12,000,000? 
The  proponion  would  be  144,000.  Bui  it  may  be  said,  that 
the  Temperance  Reformation  has  not  prevuled  through  the  oomiUy, 
as  it  has  through  that  town.  This  is  true.  Let  ua,  thereibre,  take 
another  proportion.  In  that  town  are  not  over  700  memben  of  the 
Temperance  Society ;  and  if  24  have  been  saved  from  beGoming 
drunkards,  by  700  members  of  the  Temperance  Society,  and  mxch 
as  act  with  them,  how  many  have  been  saved  by  300,000,  and 
those  who  act  with  them?  The  proportion  would  be  10,285. 
And  the  Committee  know  of  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  ia  more 
dian  the  real  number,  who,  in  four  years,  have  been  saved  frtrni 
becoming  drunkards.  And  if  to  these  we  add  the  3,000  who  were 
drunkards,  and  who  now  do  not  use  the  drunkard's  drink,  we  have 
13,285  sober  men,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  dnudcards. 
And  the  prospect  of  their  c(Hnfort  and  usefulness  in  this  fife,  and 
dieir  salvation  in  eternity,  is  increased,  should  they  contiinie  to 
abstain,  a  hundred  fold. 

And  let  the  Temperance  Reformaticm  become  as  goieral,  and 
as  efficacious  througnout  the  country,  as  it  has  been  in  that  town, 
and  it  might  save,  in  30  years,  1,080,000  fitmi  the  drmkard^  life, 
the  drunkard's  death,  and  the  drunkard's  eternity. 

It  might  save,  also,  multitudes  of  their  chilcbren,  and  diildren's 
children,  through  all  future  ages,  from  being  swept,  by  that 
burning  current,  to  ''the  lake  of  fire,  which  is  the  second 
death." 

And  $10,000  a  year,  judiciously  applied,  and  attended,  as  past 
eflbrts  have  been,  by  the  messing  of  ue  Most  High,  might  render 
the  temperance  effi)rts  as  efficacious,  throughout  our  coimtry,  as 
they  have  been  in  that  town.  In  what  way,  then,  the  Committee 
would  ask  again,  can  that  amount  of  property  be  annually  expended 
to  greater  advantage  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men  ? 

3000  drunkards  already  reclaimed ;  10,285  sober  men  kept  firom 
becombg  drunkards;  1^00,000  abstsuning  fitxn  the  drunkard*^ 
drink,  50,000  of  whom,  had  they  continued  to  use  it,  might  have 
become  drunkards ;  and  as  many  more  of  their  children  in  eve- 
ry future  generation;  the  quantity  used  by  11,000,000  more 
greatly  diminished,  and  the  pauperism,  crimes,  sickness,  insanity 
and  death  diminished  in  proportion ;  one  of  the  m^htiest  obstruc- 
tions to  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel  and  all  the  means  of  grace  re- 
moved, and  those  means  rendered  proportionably  more  efficacious, 
in  the  moral  and  spiritual  illumination  and  purification  of  men ; — 
and  all  for  how  much?  $20,000;  which,  if  divided  amone  the 
drunkards  reclaimed  and  the  sober  men,  who  in  five  years  have  been 
saved  from  becoming  drunkards,  would  amount  to  $1,50  to  a  man ; 
or,  if  divided  among  die  1,200,000,  who  abstain  from  the  use  of 
ardent  spirit,  would  be  less  dian  two  cents  to  an  individual ;  while 


JOURTH  BXPOST^— 1631.  45 

the  km  to  the  country  by^des^ODB  from  the  army,  of  the  meo  who 
used  Strang  drink,  was,  m  the  same  space  of  time,  more  than  $60 
teaman;  or  more  than  $342,188,  exclusive  of  the  expenses  of  the 
courtaHnardal  to  try  diem.  Is  it  not  cheaper,  then,  to  induce  men 
to  renounce  the  use  of  strong  drink,  than  it  is  to  fiimiah  it,  and 
then  take  care  of  them  ? 

Facts  justify  the  belief,  that  should  100  men  give  100  dollars 
annualfy  to  promote  this  cause,  they  may  be  instrumental  m  annually 
savins  ten  mousand  lives,  and  ten  million  dollars ;  and  may  eiert 
an  infloence  in  the  high^  deeree  salutary  to  the  social,  civil,  and 
rel^bus  interests  of  men ;  wnich  shall  be  feh  in  its  eflfects  to  all 
fiiture  generations,  and  shall  tell,  in  accents  of  glory,  upon  the 
destinies  of  millions  to  eternity. 

In  one  town  in  Maine,  containmg  a  populadon  of  about  1000, 
a  Temperance  Society  was  formed  about  tour  years  a^o.  Before 
die  fonnaticm  of  that  Society,  the  quantity  of  ardent  spirit  used  was 
10,000  gallons  a  year;  and  there  were  17  retailers  licensed  to  sell  it. 
Now,  there  are  none ;  and  not  more  than  200  gallons  are  used  in 
the  town.  Before,  there  w^re  53  drunkards ;  and  now,  there  are 
but  29.  24  have  ceased  to  use  strong  drink,  and  are  at  present 
com|detely  reformed.  l%ould  an  equal  number,  m  proportion  to 
the  pqmlation  throughout  the  United  States,  be  induced  to  adopt 
the  same  course,  which,  by  the  use  of  suitable  means,  may  be  done, 
it  woukl  amount  to  288,000.  Yes,  288,000,  who  are  now  drunk- 
ards, may  be  led  to  abandon  the  use  of  that  which  intoxicates,  and 
who,  should  they  contmue  to  abstain,  will  have  been  saved  from 
an  awful  and  overwhelming  ruin. 

But  to  accomplish  this,  means  must  be  used.  Men  must  not  be 
tieetued  to  poison  and  destroy  their  fellow  men.  No  soj^er  man, 
especially  no  professed  Chrisdan,  must  be  willing,  for  the  sake  of 
money,  thus  to  become  accessory  to  their  temporal  and  eternal 
ruin.  If  they  are,  numbers,  who  refrain  for  a  time,  will  afterwards 
IP  back  and  perish ;  and  the  guilt  of  blood  will  rest  on  them. 

**  Not  an  individual,"  writes  a  correspondent  from  a  town  in 
Masaachusetta,  ^<who  was  an  habitual  drunkard  when  our  Temper- 
anoe  Society  was  organized,  has  been  permanently  reformed.  Num- 
bers broke  off  die  use  of  ardent  spirit,  for  a  time,  and  some  even 
joined  die  Temperance  Society.  But  diey  have  aU  gone  back, 
everyone." 

What  was  the  reason  ?  Some,  who  were  not  drunkards,  and 
tome,  too,  who  professed  to  be  good  men,  and  who  had  covenanted, 
before  Heaven  and  eaidi,  to  do  good,  and  good  only,  as  diev  had 
QppoitnniQr9  to  all  men,  for  a  mere  pittance  of  that  which  win  per- 
m  with  the  usine,  if  it  does  not  eat  die  soul  like  fire,  would  ^ 
ifaeso  men  with  the  drunkard's  driidc ;  and  thus,  knowing^, 
to  the  dniiduurd's  nun. 
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From  a  town  in  Connecticut  a  gentleman  states,  '^  We  succeeded 
in  forming  a  large  Temperance  Socie^.  Several  of  the  drunkards 
ceased  to  use  spirituous  liquors.  They  appeared  like  new  mai,  and, 
oh !  their  families  appeared  to  be  in  a  new  world.  The  change 
was  wonderful.  But  they  have,  almost  all,  gone  back.  And  we 
cannot  help  it,  so  long  as  one  of  our  deacons  will  sell  rum.  They 
say,  '  If  it  is  not  wrong  for  the  deacon  to  sell  it,  it  is  not  wrong  m 
us  to  buy  it.  He  thinks  that  a  litde  does  good,  and  so  do  we.' 
And  thus  they  go  down  to  ruin.    And,  oh !  their  fimiilies,  their 

wretched  famdies ! but  we  cannot  help  them,  so  long  as  the 

deacon  will  sell  rum." 

No ;  if  deacons,  and  church  members,  and  sober  men,  will  oon- 
tmue,  for  the  sake  of  money,  to  sell  rum,  and  make  drunkards,  and 
thus  become  their  tempters  and  destroyers,  good  men,  and  the 
friends  of  humani^,  cannot  help  it.  Nor  can  they,  but  to  a  Anall 
extent,  furnish  relief  to  their  wretched  families.  Though  they  go 
with  an  angel's  kindness  and  with  an  "angel's  freeness  pour  it  out 
upon  them — the  deacon,  or  the  church  member,  or  some  odier 
retailer  of  pauperism,  crime,  sickness,  insanity  and  death,  (or  35 
cents  will  throw  that  whole  iamily,  for  days,  into  all  the  agonies,  the 
heart-rending,  heart-breaking  agonies,  of  having  a  drunken  and  an 
infuriated  maniac  for  a  husband  and  a  &ther.  Yes,  Sat  25  cents, 
he  will  hear  the  scream  of  the  children,  and  see  them  run  away 
and  hide,  and  hear  the  groans  of  her  who  cannot  get  away ;  and 
though  she  comes,  when  the  storm  is  over,  and  beseeches  him, 
with  tears,  not  to  sell  her  husband  the  madman's  poison,  for  she 
and  her  children— and  her  tongue  falters  as  she  sajrs  chUdrenr^ 
cannot  endure  it ;  yet,  for  25  cents,  he  will  sell  it  yet  again  and 
again,— iiD,  as  was  the  case  in  one  instance,  the  husband  and  the 
&ther  went  home  from  the  deacon's  store,  and,  under  the  influence 
of  what  the  deaccm  had  given  him,  murdered  his  wife.  She  will 
never  again  beseech  him,  for  her  children's  sake,  and  the  Savior's 
sake,  not  to  sell  her  husband  rum.  No ;  she  will  not  compkun, 
nor  will  she  beseech  him  any  more.  But  his  own  children  may  do 
both.  One  of  them,  on  hearing  of  this  murder,  and  the  circum- 
stances, said,  <<  Father,  do  you  not  think,  that,  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, you  will  have  to  answer  for  that  murder  ?"  And  must  not 
conscience,  when  awakened,  echo, "  Murder  l^-Jtiurder  /"  Why  ? 
Did  he  murder  that  woman  ?  No ;  but  he  gave  her  husband  that 
which  excited  him  to  do  it ;  when  he  knew,  from  the  testinKXiy  of 
judges  and  jurists,  that  it  caused  more  than  three  fourths  of  all  the 
murders  in  the  United  States.  And  why  did  he  do  it?  For 
monejr.  How  much  ?  A  sum  so  great  that  a  man  could  not  with- 
stand it?  No ;  for  less  than  25  cents.  Yes,  for  less  than  25  cents 
those  children  were  made  orphans ;  and  dieir  father,  when  our 
agent  passed  through  that  part  of  the  countiy,  was  in  prison  to  be 
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tried  for  his  life,  for  murdering  their  mother.  And  all  his  excuse 
was,  he  was  excited  to  do  it  by  what  he  received  from  the  deacon. 
No  wonder  his  child  should  beseech  him  to  give  up  the  traffic, 
and  warn  him,  with  tears,  that,  if  he  did  not  do  it,  he  would  be,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  stained  with  the  guilt  of  blood. 

It  is  an  established  principle  of  law,  for  the  violation  of  which 
men  have  been  handed,  that  the  accessory  and  the  principal,  in 
the  commission  of  cnme,  are  both  guilty.  If  this  principle  is 
correct,  and  applies  to  divine  as  weU  as  human  law,  and  the 
drunkard  cannot  enter  heaven,  what  will  be  the  condition  of  him 
who  is  aocessoiT  to  the  making  of  drunkards  ?  who  furnishes  the 
materials,  and,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  sends  them  out,  to  all  who  will 
purchase  them,  when  he  knows  the  nature  and  effects  of  this  em- 
pbyment  ?    Can  he  enter  heaven  ? 

The  Committee  do  not  ask  these  questions  concerning  those  who 
were  engaged  in  this  traffic  when  its  nature  and  efiects  were  not 
known,  and  when  it  was  supposed  to  be  consistent  with  the  Chris- 
tian religion ;  but  only  concerning  those,  who,  since  its  nature  and 
consequences  are  known,  and  known  to  be  ruinous  to  the  temporal 
and  eternal  interests  of  men,  still  continue  it.  And  they  do  not 
make  such  inquiries  concerning  them,  but  with  the  kindest  feeljjdgs, 
both  toward  them  and  the  community. 

But  when  it  is  known  that  more  than  two  murders  in  a  week, 
upon  an  average,  are  committed  in  the  United  States,  through  the 
influence  of  ardent  spirit,  and  that  more  than  500  persons  in  a 
week  are  killed  by  the  use  of  it,  they  cannot  but  present  this  sub- 
ject, kmdly  and  plably,  to  the  consideration  of  all  sober  men. 

Said  a  man,  who,  in  those  days  of  ignorance  which  have  now 
eone  by,  was  engaged  in  this  traffic,  "  I  have  no  more  doubt  that 
1  have  killed  a  hundred  men,  than  if  I  had  taken  a  gun  and  shot 
them,  and  saw  every  one  of  them  fall  dead  at  my  feet." 

Said  another  merchant,  as  he  read  a  temperance  tract,  which  our 
Secretary  handed  him, — and  the  tears  rolled  plentiflilly  down  his 
cheeks, — ^*  I  never  thought  of  it.  I  have  been  selling  ardent  spirit 
for  many  years.  I  don't  know  about  this  making  drunkards.  I 
am  pretty  much  like  the  hearers  of  Paul,  almost  persuaded ;" 
meaning  that  he  was  almost  persuaded  to  abandon  the  traffic  as  an 
immonu,  and  a  wicked,  destructive  busmess.  He  went  to  a  tem- 
perance meeting — the  first  he  had  ever  attended — and  then  to 
another ;  and  said  he,  "  It  is  now  settled.  I  will  never  purchase 
any  more  ardent  spirit  to  sell.  I  could  make  several  nundred 
Amars  a  year  by  the  sale  of  it ;  but  what  would  that  be  ?  Should 
I  continue  to  scatter  the  estates  of  my  neighbors,  make  wives 
widows,  and  children  orphans,  I  should  expect  my  own  children 
woaM  become  orphans,  and  their  wives  be  widows,  as  God  vmkB 
the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  to  the  third  ad 
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fourdi  geoeradoo.*  If  you  will  take  some  jnooey,  and  send  me  a 
parcel  d*  those  Uttle  books — ^I  know  all  the  merchaiits  for  a  faamM 
miles  up  the  riv^ — ^they  have,  many  of  them,  purdiased  tbear  ran 
of  me^ — I  will  take  a  journey,  and  g^  them  to  gi¥e  up  the  traffic." 
The  little  books  have  been  sent  to  mm,  and  the  result  of  his  labors 
eternity  will  disclose.  As  he  was  returning  fifom  the  temperance 
meetins,  he^et  one  of  his  old  customers,  who  bad  come  nearly 
a  hundred  miles  to  purchase  goods,  of  winch  rum  had  ahniys 
formed  a  part.  And  he  said  to  him,  who  had  also  be^  at  tbe 
temperance  meeting,  "  What  do  you  think  of  it  ?''  ^'  What !"  aaid 
be ;  "I  think  that  the  man  who  will  continue  to  seU  rum,  is  worse 
than  a  drunkard.  The  drunkard  kills  himself^  and  ruins  h»  tuxaiy ; 
but  the  man  who  sells  rum,  makes  drunkards  by  hundreds*  And 
though  1  intended,  when  I  left  home,  to  buy  it,  I  have  conciuded 
to  purchase  the  rest  of  my  ^oods,  and  leave  the  rum  behind.'* 
And  why  should  he  not  leave  it  behind  ?  Is  it  not  certain  that  tbe 
injury  which  the  use  of  it  would  occask>n  to  others,  would  be 
greater  than  the  bene6t  of  the  avails  to  him  ?  And  has  any  one  a 
right  to  benefit  himself  by  the  destruction  of  his  fellow  men  i 

There  is  a  great  principle  of  the  divine  government,  which  is 
brt{u^t  to  view  in  the  Scriptures,  and  whkh  applies  strong^ 
to  this  case.  If  an  Israelite  had  a  beast  which  was  dangerous, 
but  the  owner  did  not  know  it,  and  that  beast  killed  a  man,  the 
beast,  by  divine  direction,  must  be  slain ;  his  flesh  must  not  be 
eaten;  the  owner  must  lose  the  whole,  as  a  testimony  lo  die 
sacredness  of  human  life ;  and  as  a  warning  to  aU,  not  lo  do  any 
thing,  or  connive  at  any  thing,  which  should  tend  to  destroy  it. 
But  as  the  owner  did  not  know  that  his  beast  was  dangerous,  be  was 
not  otherwise  to  be  punished. 

But  if  it  had  been  testified  to  the  owner,  that  the  beast  was  dan- 
gerous, and  he  did  not  keq)  him  in,  but  sufiered  him  to  go  abroad, 
and  he  killed  a  man,  both  the  beast  and  his  owner  were,  by  (Sod's 
direction,  to  be  put  to  death.  The  man  was  held  reqfxxnsiUe  for 
the  mischief  which  the  beast  might  do. 

Although  we  are  not  required,  or  permitted,  now,  to  execute  this 
law,  as  they  were  when  God  himself  was  Judge,  yet  the  reason  of 
this  law  remains.  It  is  founded  in  justice,  is  eternal,  and  tbe  qiirit 
of  it  will  be  enforced  at  the  divine  tribunal. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  daneerous  and  destructive 
of  ardent  spirits  were  not  generally  known  to  the  owners, 
they  killed  hundreds  and  thousands,  the  owners  would  not,  byt£e 
above  rule,  be  held  responsible.  But  now  they  are  known.  Phy- 
sicians of  the  first  eminence,  and  in  great  numbers,  with  a  unanimity 
almost  unparalleled,  have  testified  that  ardent  spirit  is  dangerous 
and  destructive ;    that  m^n  in  health  cannot  use  it  without  iigury ; 
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that  it  induces  and  aggravates  disease,  impairs  reason,  and  shortens 
life,  and  that  multitudes  are  killed  by  it  every  year.* 

Jurists,  too,  of  distinguished  character,  and  judges,  in  great  num- 
bers, have  testified,  that  this  liquor  occasions  a  great  majority  of 
all  the  crimes  which  are  committed.  One  says,  "  Of  eleven  mur- 
ders tried  by  me,  aU,  except  one,  were  occasioned  by  strong  drink.'* 
Another  says,  '^  Of  eleven  murders  tried  by  me,  all  were  occasioned 
by  intemperance."  Another  says,  "  Of  twenty  murders  prosecuted 
faj  me,  all  were  occasioned  by  spirituous  liquors."  And  another 
says,  ^^  Of  more  than  two  hundred  murders  committed  in  the  United 
Stotes  in  a  year,  nearly  all  have  their  origin  in  drinking." 

These  facts,  and  many  others,  which  might  be  multiplied  to  an 
ibiiost  indefinite  extent,  are  now  known ;  and  they  are  known  to 
the  owners  of  ardedt  spirit.     It  is  known,  too,  that  hundreds  of 
diousands  have  ceased  to  use  this  liquor,  and  that  their  health  and 
eomfort,  and  those  of  dieir  families,  have  been  gready  improved ; 
that  the  amount  and  severi^  of  sickness  have  lessened,  and  the 
number  of  paupers,  crimes  and  deaths  been  diminished.      It  is 
known  that,  while  men  continue  to  use  this  liquor,  intemperance 
can  never  be  prevented,  and  its  evils  never  be  d(»ie  away.     It  is 
known,  too,  that  it  tends,  when  used  even  moderately,  to  hinder  the 
efficacy  of  the  gospel  and  prevent  the  salvation  of  men,  and  thus 
to  ruin  them,  not  ior  time  only,  but  for  eternity.    All  this  is  known, 
and  known  to  the  owners  of  ardent  s^nrit.     And  if  they,  notwith- 
standing this,  not  only  suffer  it  to  go  abroad,  but  sell  it  to  all  who 
will  buy ;    send  it  out,  and  spread  it  through  the  conununity ;  let 
tbem  know,  let  it  be  told,  and  let  it  echo  through  creation,  that  they, 
br  Jehovah,  will  be  held  responsible,  at  his  tnbunal,  for  its  efl^ts. 
To  the  pauperism,  crimes,  and  wretchedness,  the  sickness,  insanity, 
mi.  dewis,  which  it  occa^ons,  and  to  the  ruin,  temporal  and  eter- 
nal, they  are  knowingly  and  voluntarily  accessory.      And  of  all 
die  obstrucdons  which  the  fiiends  of  temperance  now  meet  with, 
which  stand  in  the  way,  and  hinder  the  progress  of  that  mighty 
movement  which  (rod  has  awakened,  and  which  takes  hold  on  the 
destinies  of  unborn  millions  for  eternity,  these  men, — ^yes,  the  men 
abo  traffic  in  ardent  spirit, — ^present  the  greatest. 

And  if  this  movement  is  ever  to  stop,  and  that  deluge  of  fire 
<gun  roll,  imobstructed,  through  the  lengdi  and  breadth  of  this  land, 
>OQR:hine  and  withering,  consuming  and  annihilatmg,  all  that  is  fair, 
Vid  kvcly,  and  excellent,  and  glorious  in  possession  and  in  prospect, 
Aese  men — the  men  who  continue  to  traffic  in  ardent  spirit— -are 
to  bear  a  vast  and  ever-growmg  porUon  of  the  odium,  the  euilt,  and 
die  retribudon,  of  this  tremendous  ruin.  They  not  only  sm  them- 
sdies,  but  they  tempt  others  to  sin.  They  stand  at  the  fountain  of 
deidi,  and  open  streams  which  may  roll  onwards,  after  diey  are 
dead,  and  sweep  multitudes  to  the  worid  of  wo. 
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But  we  do  not  believe,  and  we  shall  not  admit,  till  we  behdd  it, 
that  this  mighty  movement,  which  God  has  commenced,  and  hith- 
erto carried  forward  with  a  rapidity,  and  to  an  extent,  altogeth» 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  man,  and  which  is  now  spoken  of,  m 
both  hemispheres,  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  is  ever  to 
stop,  till  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  as  an  article 
of  luxury  or  diet,  is  abandoned  by  every  good  man  in  our  country. 
We  cannot  believe,  that  any  good  man,  or  any  man  that  expects  to 
render  an  account  for  the  influence  which  he  exerts  on  the  worid, 
when  he  sees  what  he  is  doing,  will  consent,  for  the  sake  of  money, 
to  be  actively  instrumental  in  destroying  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
men.  We  cannot  believe  that,  for  the  sake  of  money,  good  moi 
will  consent,  when  they  know  what  they  do,  to  deal  out  the  cause 
of  pauperism  and  crime,  sickness,  insanity  and  death ;  to  raise  a 
barrier  against  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  help  the 
great  adversary  to  people  the  world  of  wo.  Even  should  human 
governments  continue  to  license  such  a  business,  we  cannot  believe 
diat  good  men,  or  any  men  who  regard  the  welfare  of  their 
fellow  men,  will  continue  to  consent  to  tdke  out  such  a  license,  or 
to  use  it,  for  all  the  wealth  of  the  world.  That  light  and  love 
wbkh  have  already  led  more  than  1,000,000  to  give  up  the  use  of 
ardent  spirit,  and  more  than  3000,  who  were  engaged  m  the  traffic, 
to  renounce  it,  will,  we  trust,  if  kindly,  universally  and  perseveringly 
diffiised,  and  attended,  as  they  have  been,  by  the  mighty  power  of 
Him  who  worketh  all  in  all,  lead  all  good  men  to  do  the  same. 

More  than  1000  distilleries  have  already  been  stopped ;  and  the 
owners  of  many  would  not  again  open  them  for  the  wealth  of  dre- 
ation.  In  one  town,  in  which  were  16  of  these  fountains  of  death, 
there  are  now  but  3;  and  those,  it  b  believed,  Hunish  a  less 
quantity  of  the  poison,  destroy  a  less  number  of  lives,  and  ruin 
fewer  souls  than  they  did  when  the  whole  were  in  operation.  One 
brass-founder  states,  that  he  has  bought  30  stills,  and  sold  but  one. 
In  many  towns,  this  destroyer  is  not  even  sold.  Among  more  than 
100,000  people,  none,  except  keepers  of  public  houses,  have  license 
to  sell  it ;  and  from  more  than  100  pubhc  houses  it  is  excluded. 
The  owners  will  not  consent,  for  the  sake  of  money,  to  pcHscm  even 
the  traveler ;  and  he  finds,  often  to  his  amazement,  that  he  can  be 
received  cheerfully,  treated  politely,  and  refi-eshed  abundantly,  by 
those  who  furnish  nothing  adapted  to  destroy  him.  And  why, 
should  these  and  similar  facts  be  made  known  to  all,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  incline  them  to  do  their  duty,  may  we  not  expect  this  to  be 
the  case,  throughout  our  land,  and  throughout  the  worid. 

Many  churches,  now,  do  not  believe  that  any  man  among  them, 
while  he  continues,  for  the  sake  of  money,  to  ruin  his  fellow  men, 
by  furnishing  them  with  ardent  spirit,  can  give  credible  evidence 
that  he  is  a  good  man.    And  why,  should  the  true  light  continue  to 
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duney  and  become  universal,  must  not  this  be  the  conviction  of  all. 
Some  churches  have  expressed  this  by  vote,  and  thus  assisted  to 
awaken  public  attention,  and  correct  public  sentiment,  on  this  sub- 
ject. Others,  that  act  upon  it,  do  not  think  it  needAil  to  express 
by  vote  their  conviction,  that  the  man,  among  them,  who  does  this, 
cannot  ^ve  credible  evidence  that  he  is  a  cood  man,  any  more  than 
they  do,  that  the  man  who  keeps  a  gambling  house,  a  house  of  iU  fame, 
or  who  engages  in  the  slave-trade,  cannot,  while  he  continues  this, 
ove  credible  evidence  that  he  is  a  good  man.  The  thing  speaks  for 
Itself.  It  is,  in  their  view,  an  immorality ;  and  they  treat  it  as  an 
kmnorality. 

During  the  past  year,  a  number  of  publications,  on  this  subject, 
have  been  issued  from  the  press. 

A  benevolent  individual  ofiered  a  premium  of  $250  for  the  best 
on  the  foUowing  questions,  viz. : — ^^  Is  it  consistent  with  a 
profession  of  the  Christian  religion,  for  persons  to  use,  as  an  artide 
afhucury  or  of  livingy  distilled  liquors,  or  to  trtMc  in  them  ?  And 
u  it  consistent  toith  duty  for  the  churches  of  (Jhrist  to  admit  those 
as  members  who  continue  to  do  this  9" 

Motc  than  40  manuscripts  were  presented ;  and  some  iix»m  most 
c(  the  Northern  and  Middle  States.  Only  one  attempted  to  sup- 
port tlie  affirmative  of  the  above  questions.  The  one  to  which  the 
Kmium  was  awarded,  was  written  by  Rev.  Moses  Stuart,  Associate 
>fessor  of  Sacred  Literature,  in  the  Theolorical  Seminary, 
Andover,  Massachusetts.  It  has  since  been  published.  Two 
others  on  the  same  subject,  one  by  Rev.  Austin  Dickinson  of  New 
YcMrk,  and  one  by  Rev.  Joseph  Harvey  of  Connecticut,  have  also 
been  published ;  and  they  are  all  now  receiving  an  extensive  circu- 
lation. Others,  it  is  expected,  will  soon  be  publ^hed ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  attention  of  all  philanthropists  and  Christians  will  be  di- 
rected to  this  subject,  till  no  professed  friend  of  God  or  man  shall 
be  found  engaged  hi  this  nefarious  traffic  in  our  land.*  Then  will 
the  light  of  die  moon  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  the  light  of  the  sun 
be  seven  fold,  and  the  light  of  truth  and  love,  beammg  with  celes- 
tial  radiance,  will  eclipse  them. 

Nor  will  its  benign  and  heavenly  influence  be  confined  to  this 
country ;  but  will  shine  with  equal,  and  perhaps  with  greater  bright- 
ness, on  the  inhabitants  of  other  lands.  In  Ireland,  and  Scotland, 
and  England,  the  cause  is  extending  with  a  rapidity  which  aston- 
ishes even  its  mos>t  active  promoters.  The  British  government  has 
ceased  to  furnish  ardent  spirit,  or  wmc,  to  dieir  armies  throughout 
the  provinces ;  and  allow  a  pennv  a  day,  as  a  substitute,  to  every 
ffddier.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer,  in  a  debate  oa  petitk>ns 
fiom  the  firiends  of  temperance,  declared,  in  Parliament,  that, 
eo  &r  fix>m  government  desiring  to  pnnnote  the  consumptkm  of 
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spirhSy  tbey  would  rather  see  the  people  refram  from  them  alt<H 
getfaer.* 

From  Switzerkoid  a[^licatioQ  has  been  made  for  our  Coostttu- 
tkn,  Reports,  and  all  the  temperance  publications  of  this'countiy. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Society  of  Sweden,  in  a 
letter  dated  Stockhohn,  28th  of  May,  1830,  says,  "  By  tot&ffk 
Journals  received  here,  it  appears  that  Temperance  Sociedes  have 
been  formed  in  the  Free  States  of  North  America.  The  results  ob- 
tained by  those  Societies,  if  the  accounts  we  have  received  be  noC 
exaggerated,  are  so  surprising,  that  they  have  attracted  the  particu- 
lar notice  of  the  Royal  Swedish  Patriotic  Society,  and  created  a 
desire  of  becoming  acquainted  with  their  organizadon  and  mode 
of  proceeding.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that,  in  my  capaci^  of  Secre- 
tary of  the  said  Society,  I  have  to  solicit  your  procuring  and  com- 
municating all  the  information  in  your  power  to  obtain  reelect- 
ing the  North  American  Temperance  Sociedes,  which,  it  is  said 
publish  a  Journal,  giving  an  account  of  their  proceedings  and  pro- 
gressive attainments.  Should  this  publication  contain  informatioD 
applicable  to  other  nations,  as  well  as  America,  sufficiently  inters 
esting  to  be  subscribed  for  by  the  Royal  Society,  you  will  oUige 
us  by  sendine  what  has  been  published,  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  satisned." 

The  Journal  of  Humanity,  and  various  other  temperance  publica- 
tions, have  been  sent  to  the  Royal  Patriotic  Society ;  and  from  later 
communications,  it  appears  that  Temperance  Societies  have  already 
been  formed  at  Stockhdm,  Gottenburgh  and  Tonkioping,  are  ex- 
erting a  powerfiil  mfluence,  and,  it  is  expected,  will  extend  thiou^ 
the  country. 

They  have  also  been  formed  in  great  numbers,  and  are  now 
exerting  a  mighty  influence,  in  the  islands  of  the  South  Sea.  Nu- 
merous villages,  whose  inhabitants,  a  few  years  ago,  w^re,  as  a 
body,  for  days,  intoxicated  together,  have  now  not  an  individual 
in  them  who  uses  any  thing  that  intoxicates. 

The  traffic  is  denounced  as  immoral,  and  prohibited  under  severe 
penalties,  by  the  government.  For  selling  a  single  bottle  of 
rum,  a  man  was  fined  $200,  because  the  sale  of  this  poiscm  tended 
so  strongly  to  nun  hb  feUow  men.  And  may  we  not  hope,  that 
the  time  is  approaching,  when  the  traflSc  will  be  viewed  and  treated 
as  a  notorious  and  destructive  immcnrali^,  over  the  whole  earth. 
In  the  i^and  of  Oidiu  is  a  Society  of  more  than  1000  raem- 
beiB,  all  of  whom  eneage  not  to  use  or  to  traffic  in  ardent  spirits, 
or  in. any  way  to  furmsh  them  for  the  use  of  others. 

Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  form  Temperance  Societies  io 
Africa ;  and  there  is  reason  to  expect,  that  their  influence  will  sooi^ 
be  felt  in  eveiy  country  on  the  globe;  that,  wherever  the  gospd 
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goes,  and  exerts  its  legitimate  influence  over  the  mind  of  man,  ab- 
stinence from  all  which  intoxicates,  and  thus  wars  aeainst  the  soul, 
will  be  its  sure  and  invariable  att^idant.  The  Hottentot  and 
the  Hindoo,  the  Greenlander  and  Tahitian,  will  unite  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  Caledonian,  European,  Asiatic, 
African  and  American  of  every  name,  m  ceasing  to  do  eviL  Thai, 
under  the  means  of  (rod's  appointment,  will  they  learn  to  do  well. 
The  word  of  the  Lord,  unobstructed,  will  run  very  swiftly;  and, 
pouring  with  double  energy  its  mighty,  all-pervading  influence  upon 
the  whole  mass  of  minds,  wiU  be  like  the  rain  and  the  snow  that 
come  down  from  heaven,  and  water  the  earth,  and  cause  it  to  bring 
fiirth  and  bud.  The  frost  and  the  snows  of  six  thousand  winters 
win  be  forever  dissolved ;  and  the  spring-time  of  millennial  beauty, 
and  the  autumnal  fruit  of  millennial  j^lory,  open  upon  the  world. 

But,  in  order  to  this,  a  number  of  things  must  be  avoided ;  and  a 
number  of  other  things  must  be  done. 

1.  Men  must  not  adopt  the  opinion,  that  the  Temperance  Refor- 
mation is  already  accomplished  ;  or  that  it  is  so  far  accomplished,  that 
it  will  go  forward  of  itself;  or  that  any  one  may  now  oe  excused 
from  great  and  persevering  eflbrts.  There  is  a  tendency  with  many 
to  conclude  that  the  work  is  already  accomplished ;  or  that  so  much 
is  done,  that  it  will  now  go  forward  to  its  completion  of  itself; 
and  that  its  friends  may  be  excused  from  further  effort.  But  as 
well  might  a  man  who  had  undertaken  to  sail  around  the  globe,  and 
had  gone  a  few  miles  witli  a  prosperous  gale,  conclude  that  the 
voyage  was  accomplished,  or  that  so  much  was  accomplished,  and 
he  was  now  going  so  finely,  that  wind,  and  tide,  and  gravitation 
would  of  themselves  accomplish  the  work,  and  that  he  might  be 
excused  firom  further  effi)rt,  as  for  a  man  to  adopt  thb  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  Temperance  Reformation.  It  is  the  very  opinion 
wmch  the  drunkard,  who  means  to  continue  such,  propagates ;  and, 
so  &r  as  it  prevails,  it  is  fated.  The  work  is  not  accomplishi^d  till 
there  is  not  a  drunkard  in  our  land ;  and  not  a  sober  man,  much 
less  a  Christian,  to  make  his  children  drunkards. 

Tlie  work  accomplished !  In  the  city  of  Boston,  with  only 
ibout  60,000  inhabitants,  there  were,  the  last  year,  690  persons 
licensed  by  the  government  to  sell  this  poison.*  If  each  has 
prfy  10  customers  a  day,  it  would  make  6,900  who  dafly  use 
it.  And  if  each  spends  only  10  cents  a  day,  it  would  amount  to 
|35 1,950  a  year. 

In  the  four  cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Bal- 
timore, containing  only  about  500,000  inhabitants,  moce  than 
6,000  persons  are  licensed  by  the  government  to  seU  ardent  spirit, 
mi  thus  to  be  accessory  to  the  ruin  of  their  fellow  men.  If  they  have 

*  More  than  1  to  eyeiy  22  men,  oyer  21  jean  of  age,  make  H  thtir 
to  induce  men  to  buy. 
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daily  10  customers  each,  and  they  each  spend  for  this  poison  only  10 
cents,  it  would  be  more  than  f  6,000  a  day,  or  more  than  $2,196,000 
a  year.  More  than  6,000  men — more  than  one  in  20  of  all  the  men 
over  21  years  of  age— -are,  for  a  little  money,  licensed  to  carry  on  a 
trade  which  is  proved,  by  a  vast  accumulati(Mi  of  facts,  to  be  among 
the  greatest  curses  which  have  come  upon  the  human  family ;  which 
has  caused  a  loss  o  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  more  than 
1(90,000,000  a  year ;  and  brought  down  more  than  30,000  persons 
to  an  untimely  grave.  And  this  is  continued,  after  it  is  proved,  by 
the  experience  of  more  than  a  million  of  persons,  that  men,  m  all 
kinds  of  business,  are  better  without  the  use  of  it ;  and  those  who 
profess  to  be  good  men  are  furnishing  it  to  all  who  will  purchase, 
and  thus  assisting  to  perpetuate  this  mighty  ruin  down  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

No ;  tlie  work  is  not  done !  It  is  only  begun.  Enough  has 
been  done  to  show  that  it  is  practicable  ;  that  it  ought  to  be  done ; 
and,  if  temperate  men  and  women  do  their  duty,  it  will  be  dcHie. 

But,  in  the  language  of  a  distingubhed  civilian,  ^'  Every  thing, 
now,  with  regard  to  temperance,  turns  on  perseverance,^^  Its  friends 
.  have  adopted  the  right  plan, — ^kind  moral  influence,  the  influence 
of  facts,  brought  home  to  the  bosoms  of  the  people,  and  enforced 
by  their  responsibilities  to  God ;  and  the  retribution,  not  of  time 
only,  but  eternity.  "  I  have  just  returned,"  said  the  man  referred 
to,  '^  from  a  long  journey ;  and  I  did  not  suppose,  two  years  ago,  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  all  the  world  to  produce  the  change,  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  strong  drink,  which  I  have  witnessed  on  this 
journey.  And  I  am  now  perfectly  satisfied,  that,  if  we  hold  on,  the 
cause  will  be  triumphant.  But  every  thing  turns  on  perse- 
verance." 

So  say  the  facts.  Wherever  sober  men  do  their  duty,  the  cause 
advances.  ^With  opposition,  or  without  it,  the  cause  advances. 
The  efforts  of  friends  and  ibes  seem  to  help  it  onward.  But  where 
sober  men  adopt  the  opinion,  that  thev  have  done  enough,  that  the 
work  is  accomplished ;  or  that  so  much  is  done,  that  it  will  now  eo 
forward  of  itself;  or  that  others  will  carry  it  on  without  them, — the 
cause  recedes,  death  advances,  and  extending  destruction  follows. 

2.  Men  must  not  be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  adopt  the  plan  of  entire 
abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  all  instrumentality 
in  the  furnishing  of  it  for  the  use  of  others.  Nor  must  they  refuse 
to  let  this  be  known,  and  to  unite  mih  others,  in  rooking  vigorous 
and  persevering  effi)rts,  till  all  are  persuaded  to  do  the  same. 

And  one  of  the  most  unexceptionable  and  efiicacious  modes  of 
doing  this,  is,  by  united  and  \nsible  example,  embodied  and  ex- 
hibited in  the  formation,  and  active,  persevering  operation  of  Tem- 
perance Societies ;  composed  of  all,  both  male  and  female,  who  do 
not  use  ardent  spirit. 
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Some  are  ready  to  say,  "  Why  should  we  unite  with  others  ?  If 
we  only  abstain,  that  is  enough."  And  others  contend,  that  they 
can  do  more  good  by  not  unidng  in  any  Society ;  and  a^,  "  What 
18  the  benefit  of  Temperance  Societies?" 

When  our  fathers  and  mothers  could  not  drink  tea  without  its 
coming  with  a  litde  paltry  tax  upon  it,  which  would  endanger  the 
welfare  of  their  children,  the  men  of  '76,  and  the  women  too,  said, 
**  We  will  not  use  it."  Total  abstinence  was  the  doctrine  which 
went,  like  an  electric  shock,  through  the  land.  And  not  only  so, 
but  they  said  that  they  would  agree  together  not  to  buy,  seU,  or  use 
the  detestable  thing.*  They  did.  The  effect  was  felt  across  the 
Atlantic.  It  is  felt  throughout  this  land,  down  to  this  day.  It  will 
be  feh  in  every  land,  to  the  end  of  time.  What  was  the  benefit  of 
that  visible  organized  union  ?  Union  is  strength.  And  organized,  . 
visible  union,  is  consolidated,  permanent,  ever-growing  strength. 

When  armies  of  oppression  were  poured  in  to  desolate  our  coun- 
try, had  our  fathers  said,  "  We  will  abstain  from  it ;  we  will  not 
fight  in  their  armies ;  nor  will  we  have  any  visible,  organized  union 
among  ourselves  to  oppose  them,  but  will  act  single4ianded,  each 
one  in  his  own  way ;"  they  had  taken  the  very  course  which  their 
enemies  had  wished.  No  drunkards  advocate  the  formation  and 
active  operation  of  Temperance  Societies.  And  fix)m  this  fact, 
die  firiends  of  temperance  ou^ht  to  learn  much.  Twenty  men, 
united  by  visible  agreement,  will  ordinarily  exert  greater  moral  in- 
fluence on  the  community,  than  a  hundred  men,  with  no  visible 
Qiganized  union.  And  of'^  all  the  means  which  God  has  blessed,  to 
carry  forward  thb  great  work,  Temperance  Societies  are  among  the 
most  effic^acious. 

The  Committee,  thercfore,  cannot  look  upon  the  efforts  of  the 
chancellor  of  die  state  of  New  York,  and  his  associates,  for  the 
fimnation  of  a  Tempeitmce  Society,  in  each  school  district  of 
the  greatest  state  m  the  Union,  but  with  peculiar  deliglit.f  Tem- 
perance Societies  in  9063  schools,  embracing  500,000  children, 
wiH  exert  an  influence  that  wiU  be  felt  round  the  globe,  and  will 
tell  CHI  the  destinies  of  men  to  endless  ages.  Some,  who  are 
afiaid,  and  have  reason  to  be,  of  a  sound  moral  influence,  may 
q)prehend  danger  fix)m  such  comlmiations ;  but  the  Conmiittee 
can  see  in  them  only  unmingled  benefits.  And,  should  they  be- 
come universal  throughout  our  countiy,  our  country  will  be  saved. 
Three  millions  of  children,  abstaming  urom  diat  fleshly  lust,  which 
wars  against  the  body  and  die  soul,  and  against  all  the  social, 
eivil,  and  religious  interests  of  men  ;  and  educated,  as  they  may  be, 
and  brou^t,  through  grace,  under  the  influence  of  that  'Maw 
which  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul,  sure,  making  wise  the  simple, 
and  which  is  true  and  righteous  altogether,"— «rm  never  be  ait mw- 

*  Appxitdix,  <t  f  AmvDis,  R. 
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ed :  DOT  can  they  submit  to  the  deeradatioo  of  rnakins  eflhrts  bt 
the  enslaviDg  of  others.  That  spint  which  cries,  "  Grlory  to  God 
in  the  highest,"  breathes,  ^'good  will  to  men."  Its  motto  is,  '^  As 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them."  JK 
will  never  emlavej  nor  be  enslaved.  The  Scm  of  God  makes  it 
firee,  and  it  must  be  free  indeed. 

Some  reiiise  to  join  a  Temperance  Society,  because,  they  say, 
"We  are  temperate  already."  But  should  a  patriot  refuse  to  jom 
with  others  for  the  defence  of  his  country,  and  ^ve  as  a  reason,  ^I 
am  a  patriot  already,"  he  would  cause  his  patnotism  to  be  some- 
thing more  than  suspected. 

Snould  a  man  in  apparent  health  refuse  to  unite  with  others  to 
drain  off  a  stagnant  pond,  that  was  filling  a  city  with  pestilence,  and 
give  as  a  reason,  that  he  was  in  health  already,  he  would  give  sad 
evidence  that  lus  heart,  if  not  his  head,  was  disordered.  Were  a 
conflagration  ragins  in  a  city,  and  should  a  man  refuse  to  unite  with 
others  to  extinguish  the  flames  because  his  own  house  was  not  oo 
fire,  he  would  be  likely  to  excite  litde  sympathy  should  his  bouse 
be  burnt. 

Temperance  Societies  are  designed  for  temperate  men.  Their 
object  is,  to  keep  all  sober,  who  are  so  now ;  till  all  drunkards,  who 
wul  not  reform,  are  dead,  and  the  world  is  firee.  No  persons  will 
do  good,  in  Temperance  Societies,  except  those  who  do  not  use 
ardent  spirit,  and  who  do  not  furnish  it  for  the  use  of  others.  The 
fact,  therefore,  that  a  man  entirely  abstains  himself,  and  is  in  no 
way  accessory  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  by  others,  instead  of  being 
a  reason  why  he  should  not,  is  the  very  reason  why  he  shovld  join 
a  Temperance  Society.  No  other  men  will  show  by  pracdce  the 
utility  of  this  course,  which  must  be  adopted  by  all  men,  or  intem- 
perance will  never  be  done  away.  On  the  other  hand,  let  men 
cease  to  use  that  which  intoxicates,  and  the  evil  will  vanish.  And 
the  way  to  accomplish  this,  is,  to  show,  by  visible,  united  example, 
the  practicability  and  utility  of  this  course.  And  to  do  this  is  the 
object  of  Temperance  Societies.  And  no  man  can  join  them,  and 
act  perseveringly,  in  accordance  with  their  spirit,  without  doing  ex- 
tensive good  to  his  fellow  men.  And  let  all  sober  men  do  this,  and 
Providence  will  do  the  rest.  Intemperance  and  all  its  abominations 
will  be  speedily  done  away.  If  new  drunkards  are  not  made,  in 
one  generation,  and  that  a  short  one,  you  may  seek  them,  but  you 
cannot  find  them ;  they  will  have  gone  to  their  own  place,  and  the 
earth  be  eased  of  its  burden. 

3.  Men  who  understand  the  nature  and  efifects  of  ardent  spirit^ 
and  who,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  enter  upon,  or  contmue 
b,  the  business  of  furnishing  this  poison,  as  an  article  of  luxury 
or  diet,  to  all  who  will  purchase,  and  thus^  assist  in  perpeCualinff 
drunkenness,  and  all  its  abominations,  must  be  viewed  and  treatea 
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u  sharers  in  the  drunkard's  guilt,  and  as  ripening  to  be  partakers 
of  the  drunkard's  plagues.  For,  in  the  language  of  the  Committee 
of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society,  who,  by  their  labors 
ID  this  cause,  are  rendering  themselves  the  benefactors  of  the  world, 
*^  Disguise  that  busmess  as  they  will,  it  is  still,  in  its  true  character, 
the  business  of  destroying  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men.  The  vend- 
er and  the  maker  of  spirits,  in  the  whole  range  of  them,  firom  the 
pettiest  grocer  to  the  most  extensive  distiller,  are  fairly  chargeable 
not  only  with  supplying  the  appetite  for  spirits,  but  with  creating 
that  unnatural  appetite ;  not  only  with  supplying  the  drunkard  wi£ 
the  fuel  of  his  vices,  but  with  making  the  dninkard. 

"  In  reference  to  the  taxes  with  which  the  making  and  vending 
of  spirits  loads  the  community,  how  unfair  towards  others  is  the 
occupation  of  the  maker  and  vender  of  them !  A  town,  for 
instance,  contains  one  hundred  drunkards.  The  profit  of  making 
these  drunkards,  is  enjoyed  by  some  half  a  dozen  persons.  But 
the  burden  of  these  drunkards  rests  upon  the  whole  town.  The 
Executive  Committee  do  not  suggest  that  there  should  be  such  a 
law;  but  they  ask  whether  there  would  be  one  law  in  the  whole 
statute-book,  more  righteous  than  that  which  should  require  those 
who  have  the  profit  d[  making  our  drunkards  to  be  burdened  with 
the  support  of  them." 

Suppose  that  half  the  persons  in  a  town  use  no  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  do  not  furnish  them  for  the  use  of  others,  and  are  not 
accessory,  by  example  or  business,  to  the  making  of  drunkards ; 
bow  exceedmgly  unjust  and  oppressive,  that  they  should  be  taxed 
fiir  the  support  of  them ! — that  men  should  be  licensed  to  tempt 
their  children  to  become  drunkards ;  to  excite  them  to  the  com- 
mission of  crimes ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  without  benefit,  and 
greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  community,  increase  the  danger  of 
their  temporal  and  eternal  ruin !  What  can  be  more  just,  than  that 
the  men  who  cause  such  evils,  should  themselves  bear  the  burden 
of  them  ? 

And  should  the  men  who  sell  ardent  spirit  have  to  bear  not  only 
the  burden  of  supporting  all -the  paupers  which  they  make,  but  to 
bear  the  loss  of  property,  the  loss  of  character,  the  loss  of  reputation 
and  domestic  comfort  which  they  occasion ;  and  to  bear  also  the 
loss  of  health,  the  loss  of  reason,  the  loss  of  life,  and  the  loss  of 
soul,  to  which  they  are  knowingly  and  vduntarily  instrumental ; 
and  all  this,  in  righteousness,  as  a  punishment  for  being  accessory 
to  the  bringmg  of  these  evils  upon  others ; — ^would  they  not  find  their 
burden  to  be  inexpressibly  great?  and  be  ready,  like  another, 
when  punished  jusdy,  to  cry,  ^^  My  puni^ment  is  greater  than  I 
can  b^  ?"  And  if  the  killing  of  one  man  justljr  brought  upon  ita 
mAot  such  fearful  and  overwhelming  retribution,  who  can  bear 
the  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish,  of  amtinuing  to 
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be  knowingly  and  voluntarily  accessory  to  the  killing  of  those  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  who  are  brought  to  an  untimely  grave  by 
aitlent  spirit. 

'And  as  the  authors  and  accessories  of  this  mighty  ruin  live 
under  a  righteous  moral  government,  by  which  every  thing  that  is 
now  covered  will  ere  long  be  reveaJed,  and  which  will  render  to 
every  man  according  to  hb  work, — does  not  humanity,  patriotism, 
conscience,  religion,  and  every  thing  dear  for  this  life,  and  the  life 
to  come,  urge  them,  without  delay,  whatever^  it  may  cost  them,  to 
abandon  this  work  of  death  forever. 

'^  But,"  says  one,  ^^  if  I  do  not  sell  ardent  spirit,  I  must  change 
my  business."  If  so,  the  Ck)mmittee  would  say.  Change  your  bu- 
siness ;  or  it  may  have  been  better  for  you  never  to  have  been  born. 
You  are  required  to  change  it,  by  your  own  good  and  that  of 
others ;  by  that  law  which  requires  you  supremely  to  regard  God, 
and  to  do  good,  and  good  only,  as  you  have  opportunity,  to  all  men. 

"  But,"  says  another,  "  if  I  should  do  this,  I  could  not  su[^rt 
my  family."  But  it  would  be  a  libel  on  the  character  of  God  to 
suppose,  that  men  cannot  live  under  his  government,  and  support 
their  families,  without  continuing  to  be,  knowingly  and  voluntarily, 
accessory  to  the  ruin  of  their  fellow  men.  Nine  tenths  of  all  the 
families  in  this  country  are  supported  by  other  kinds  of  business ; 
and  it  is  not  true  that  the  other  tenth  cannot  be  supported. 

"  But,  if  I  do  not  sell,  other  people  will."  It  may  be  true,  that 
other  people  will  traffic  in  human  flesh  and  blood,  lif  you  do  not ; 
that  they  will  steal,  rob,  and  commit  murder,  if  you  do  not.  But 
that  will  not  lessen  the  intensi^  and  awfulness  oi  your  retribution, 
if  you  do.  No  more  will  it,  if  you  continue  knowingly,  by  the  sale 
of  ardent  spirit,  to  tuin  your  fellow  men.  You  may  be  prevented, 
by  this,  from  seemg  its  criminality,  but  you  will  not  be  prevented 
nom  feeling  its  retribution.  This  you  cannot  escape,  but  by  aban- 
doning the  busmess,  and  using  all  suitable  means  to  lead  all  others 
to  do  the  same. 

Do  this,  and  you  escape  the  guilt  of  its  continuance,  and  others 
escape  its  woes.  You  dry  up,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  the 
grand  source  of  pauperism,  crime,  and  wretchedness ;  diminish 
exceedingly  the  sickness,  insanity  and  death  ;  remove  one  of  the 
greatest  dangers,  to  which  our  social,  civil  and  religious  institutions 
are  exposed ;  and  one  of  the  mightiest  obstructions  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  gospel,  and  all  the  means  of  grace ;  you  remove  that  which, 
with  thousands  and  millions,  now  hinders  the  influence  of  that 
overflowing  kindness  which  God  has  opened  upon  a  guilty  world 
through  a  Savior ;  and  which,  if  not  obstructed  and  resisted,  would 
illuminate  and  punfy,  cheer,  bless  and  save,  from  the  rising  of  the 
sun  to  the  going  down  of  the  same,  with  a  holy  and  everlasting 
salvatbn. 
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APPENDIX. 


A.    (p.  1.) 


When  treated  of  by  medical  writers,  and  arranged  according  to 
its  efl^ts  on  the  human  body,  distilled  spirit  is  placed  in  the  same 
class,  and  considered  under  the  same  relations,  with  henbane, 
deadly  night-shade,  tobacco,  hemlocic,  opium,  and  various  other 
poisons ;  and,  in  another  point  of  view,  as  exerting  an  influence  on 
the  human  system  similar  to  the  continued  action  of  the  contagion 
of  the  plague,  typhus  fever,  and  smaU-pox.  Discovered  at  first  by 
a  Mohammedan  alchemist,  while  torturing  the  wholesome  gifts  of  a 
beneficent  Creator,  in  search  of  a  universal  solvent,  by  which  to 
extract  gold  torn  its  hidden  recesses,  and  minutest  state  of  division, 
distilled  spirit  continued,  for  centuries,  to  be  employed  in  their  myste- 
rious, and,  in  general,  vain  inventions  ;  and  it  was  not  till  more  than 
fifty  centuries  of  the  world's  history  had  passed  away,  that  the  un- 
happy ingenuity  of  a  Spanish  physician,  first  su^ested  its  use  as  a 
remedy  in  disease ;  nor  till  several  centuries  arterwards,  that  the 
popular  taste  established  it  as  a  remedy  in  health.  How  literally 
It  has  since,  in  innumerable  instances,  in  thb  latter  character,  realized 
the  Italian  epitaph,  ^'  I  was  well ;  I  would  be  better ;  and  here  I 
«ro!^     {Glas.  Tenm.  Record,  vol.  i.  p.  18.) 

Till  the  reign  ot  William  and  Mary,  ale  had  been  the  common 
beverage  of  the  laboring  classes  in  England.  But  no  sooner  was 
ardent  spirit  ingrafted  in  their  habits  by  an  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  distillation,  than  its  employment  became  so  excessive  as  to 
call  for  legislative  mterference ;  and  it  was  not  till  1751,  that  the 
measures  of  the  government  were  successful,  in  bringing  back  the 
consumption  of  ale  to  its  original  quantity ;  before  which,  according 
to  SmoUet,  ^^  such  a  shameful  degree  of  profligacy  prevailed,  that 
the  retailers  of  this  poisonous  compound  (gin)  set  up  painted 
boards  in  public,  mviting  the  people  to  be  drunk  for  the  small 
expense  of  a  penny  ;  assuring  them  that  they  might  be  dead  drunk 
tor  twopence,  and  have  straw  to  lie  on  till  they  recovered,  fbrnotfa- 

2."    From  this  time  till  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  on  the 
;  of  gin,  m  1827,  beer  continued  to  be  again  the  fitvorite  dridk 
of  the  uig^h  woi'kmen ;  but  immediately  on  the  natioii  bcang  agHB^ 
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the  secood  time,  exposed,  widi  all  its  ale-quaffing  habits,  to  the  light, 
diffiisive,  and  agreeable  stimulus  of  distiUed  spirit,  it  fell;— -4he 
thirst  for  the  new  liquor  spreading  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning, 
and  its  consumption  increasing,  in  two  years,  twelve  millions  of 
gallons.     (Do.  vol.  ii.  p.  4.) 

Distilled  spirits  began  to  be  prepared  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
on  a  large  scale,  in  the  commencement,  and  was  first  introduced 
mto  this  country  in  the  latter  end,  of  the  16th  century;  and  in  the 
comparatively  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since,  its  consump- 
tion has  extended  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  about  40,000,000 
gallons  per  annpm.  The  earliest  notice  of  its  application  to  the 
purposes  of  ordinary  life,  which  we  have  seen,  is  its  exhibition,  as 
a  supposed  preservative  from  cold  and  damp,  to  the  laborers  in  the 
Hungarian  mines ;  and  Cambden  mentions  it  as  having  been  adop^ 
ed  in  1581,  for  the  first  time,  as  a  cordial,  by  the  English  soldiers 
engaged  in  assisting  the  Dutch  m  the  Netherlands.  And  bom 
this  httle  cloud,  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  has  been  evolved 
the  mighty  mass,  which  is  now  suspended  over  our  country,  and 
pouring  its  fiery  streams  into  all  the  currents  of  public  and  domestic 
intercourse.     (Do,  p.  50.) 

It  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  13th  century,  that  spirits  of  wine, 
impregnated  with  certain  herbs,  was  introduced  into  use  as  a  reme- 
dy in  the  treatment  of  disease.  The  first  ardent  spirit  known  in 
Europe  was  made  from  grapes,  and  sold  as  a  medicine  both  in 
Italy  and  Spain.  The  Genoese  afterwards  prepared  it  bom  grain, 
and  sold  it  m  small  bottles,  at  a  very  liigh  price,  under  the  name  of 
aqua  vita^  or  the  water  of  life.  Down  to  the  16th  centuiy,  it 
continued  to  be  kept  exclusively  by  the  apothecary,  and  its  use 
restricted  to  medicine.     [Jour,  of  Hunt.  vol.  ii.  p.  145.) 

It  appears,  however,  that  as  early  as  tlie  reign  of  Heiiry  VIII.,  a 
liquor  termed  aqua  vita,  supposed  to  have  been  brandy,  was 
kn«wn  in  Ireland ;  it  being  decreed  by  that  monarch,  that  there  be 
but  one  maker  of  aqua  vita  in  any  borough  or  town.  In  1556, 
an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  at  Drogheda,  against  distilling  it  at 
all ;  it  bemg  described,  in  the  language  of  the  act,  as  "  a  drink 
nothing  profitable  to  be  daily  drunken  and  used.''     (Do.  p.  149.) 


B.     (p.  2.) 

Of  286  persons  in  the  Liunatic  Asylum  in  Dublin,  116  were 
known  to  have  been  deprived  of  reason  by  intemperance,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  the  case  also  with  many 
Qfthers. 
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In  four  years,  from  1826  to  1829  inclusive,  495  patients  were 
admitted  into  the  Liverpool  Lunatic  Asylum ;  and  257  of  them 
were  known  to  have  brought  on  their  derangement  by  drinking ; 
and  tfab  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  case  with  many  others. 

A  distingubhed  medical  gendeman,  who  has  had  extensive  expe^ 
rience  with  regard  to  this  malady,  states,  that  more  than  one  half, 
and  probably  three  fourths,  of  aU  the  cases  of  insanity  which  have 
come  under  his  notice,  were  occasioned  by  excessive  drinking.  In 
the  Pauper  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Middlesex,  the  number  of  patients 
increased  in  one  year  from  825  to  between  1100  and  1200;  and 
prindpally  by  an  mcrease  of  the  use  of  ein.     (Jour.  Hum.  p.  105.) 

^^  Ijbe  comparative  sobrietv  of  the  French  nation  is  familiar  to 
every  one ;  and  Dr.  Esquirol  states  the  proportion  of  the  insane 
from  inebriety,  at  (me  of  the  asylums  in  Pans,  to  amount  only  to 
about  one  thirteenth  of  the  whole ;  while  Dr.  Crawford,  of  the 
Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Dublin,  reports  the  proportion  of  the 
same  description  of  patients  throughout  Ireland  to  be  as  high  as 
one  half  of  die  total  insane.  The  prodigious  increase  of  insanity  in 
Gieat  Britain — amounting,  according  to  Sir  Arthur  Haliday,  to 
two  thirds  within  the  last  twenty  years — may,  with  great  justice,  be 
ascribed,  in  some  degree,  to  the  more  general  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  ^thin  that  period ;  and  this  view  receives  much  confirma- 
tion  from  the  melancholy  fact,  that  in  Scodand  the  proportion  is 
higher  than  in  either  England  or  Wales.  In  England,  it  is  said  to 
amount  only  to  about  one  insane  person  in  every  1000  of  the  popu- 
kboa ;  in  Wales,  to  one  in  every  800;  and  in  Scotland,  to  one  in 
every  574.**     (Temp.  Rec.  No.  2.  vol.  i.  p.  20.) 

And  why  diould  tnis  not  be  the  case  ?  "  What,''  says  Dr.  Kirk, 
^  IS  the  nature  of  ardent  spirits  ?  AU  of  them  contain,  as  their  basis, 
alcohol— «  narcotic  stimulant,  possessing  properties  of  the  kind 
that  opium  does ;  which  you  know  to  be  a  poison^ — with  this  addi- 
tion, that  it  is  more  immediately  iiTitating  to  the  tissues  of  the  body 
to  which  it  is  applied,  than  opium  is.  It  mixes  with  the  food  and 
juices  of  the  stomach,  and  in  the  act,  time  after  time,  injures  the 
coats  of  that  organ.  It  mixes  with  the  chyle,  which  is  to  form  part 
of  the  mass  of  blood,  and  is  carried  with  it  into  the  circulation — 
courses  through  every  vessel,  and  is  exhaled  at  every  pore.  You 
ibel  it  pollute  the  respiration  of  the  drunkard,  when  he  bbws  his 
nauseous  breath  upon  you.  The  liquor  has  been  absorbed  into 
the  blood,  is  circulating  through  the  lungs  at  every  respiration,  is 
exhaled  from  the  numerous  vessels  containing  the  circulating  blood 
of  these  organs.  The  vessels  of  the  brain,  as  well  as  other  parts, 
are  loaded  with  it  I  dissected  a  man  who  died  in  a  state  of  iiH 
tozication  after  a  debauch.  The  operation  was  performed  a  few 
hoars  after  death.  In  two  of  the  cavities  of  the  brain,  the  latord 
ventricles,  was  found  the  usual  quantity  of  limpid  fliiiiL     VThfl* 
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we  smeh  it,  the  odor  of  whiskey  was  distinctly  visible  ;  and  when 
we  applied  the  candle  to  a  portion  in  a  spoon,  it  actually  burned 
bhie— the  lambent  blue  flame,  characteristic  of  the  poison,  pl^^mg 
on  the  suriace  of  the  spoon  for  some  seconds."  {Dr.  BrVi 
Address  to  the  Leven  Temperance  Society^  p.  6.) 

No  wonder  it  destroys  reason.  *  It  is  a  poison  in  the  brain.  And 
no  wonder  that  those  who  take  even  a  little  of  it,  have  less  reason 
than  those  who  take  none ;  and  that  those  who  take  it  daily  are  so 
much  more  exposed,  and  their  children  also,  to  insanity,  than  those 
who  entirely  abstain  from  it. 

"  The  love  of  strong  drink,"  says  Dr.  Peirsori, "  and  the  proneness 
to  mania,  are,  with  respect  to  each  other,  interchangeable  causes." 


C.     (p.  9.) 

Should  each  mdividual  in  our  countiy  adopt  the  same  course, 
the  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  whk^h  would  result  from 
it .' — 

1.  They  would  enjoy  better  health,  be  able  to  perform  mote 
labor,  and  would  live  to  a  greater  age. 

2.  The  evils  of  intemperance  would  soon  be  done  away ;  £>r  all 
who  are  now  intemperate,  and  continue  so,  will  soon  be  dead,  and 
BO  others  will  be  found  to  succeed  them. 

3.  There  will  be  a  saving,  every  year,  of  more  than  thirtymU^ 
lions  of  dollars,  which  are  now  expended  for  ardent  spirits.  There 
will  be  a  saving  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting the  poor,  which,  in  Massachusetts  alone,  would  amount  to 
more  than  $600,000  annually.  And  there  would  be  a  saving  of 
aU  that  idleness  and  dissipatk)n  which  intemperance  occasions,  and 
of  the  expense  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  criminal  prosecu- 
tions in  the  land.  In  one  of  our  large  cities,  in  whk;h  there  were 
1000  prosecutions  for  crimes,  more  than  800  of  them  were  found 
to  have  sprung  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

4.  There  would  be  a  saving  of  a  vast  portion  of  sickness ;  and  of 
the  lives,  probably,  of  30,000  persons  every  year. 

Let  these  four  considerations  be  added  together,  and  traced  in 
their  various  bearings  and  coasequences  upon  the  temporal  and 
eternal  welfare  of  men ;  and  then  let  each  mdividual  say,  whether, 
in  view  of  all  the  evils  connected  with  the  practice  of  taking  ardent 
spirit,  he  can,  in  the  sight  of  Crod,  be  justified  in  continuing  the 
practice.  That  it  is  iMt  necessary,  has  been  fiiUy  proved.  No 
one  thinks  it  to  be  necessary,  except  those  who  use  it  And  they 
would  not  think  so,  if  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of  using  it.  Let 
BDj  man  leave  off  esUirely  the  use  of  anient  spirit,   for  only  one 
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yetr,  and  he  will  find  by  his  own  experience  that  it  is  not  necessary 
or  useful.  The  fathers  of  New  England  did  not  use  it,  nor  did 
their  children.  They  were  never,  as  a  body,  in  the  practice  of 
taking  it.  And  yet  diey  enjoyed  better  health,  attained  to  a  larger 
stature,  and,  with  fewer  comforts  of  life,  performed  more  labor,  en- 
dured more  fatigue,  and  lived,  upon  an  average,  to  a  greater  age, 
than  any  generation  of  their  descendants  who  have  been  in  the 
practice  of  taking  spirit.  As  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  fathers 
of  New  England,  it  is  certain  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  their  de* 
soendants,  or  for  any  portion  of  our  inhabitants.  Hundreds  of 
healthy,  active,  respectable  and  useful  men,  who  now  do  not  use  it, 
can  tesdfy  that  it  is  not  necessary.  And  this  will  be  the  testimony 
cf  every  one  who  will  only  relinquish  entirely  the  use  of  it. 

It  is  by  the  temperate  and  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirit,  that  tn- 
iewperatt  appetites  are  formed.  And  the  temperate  use  of  it  can- 
not be  contmued,  without,  in  many  cases,  forming  intemperate 
appetites ;  and  after  they  are  formed,  multitudes  will  be  destroyed 
hj  their  gratification. 

Natural  appetites^  such  as  are  implanted  in  our  constitution  by 
the  Author  of  nature,  do  not  by  their  gratification  increase  in  their 
demands.  What  satisfied  them  years  ago,  will  satisfy  .them  now. 
But  artificial  appetites^  which  are  formed  by  the  wicked  practices 
of  men,  are  constantly  increasing  in  their  demands*  What  satisfied 
them  once,  will  not  satisfy  them  now.  And  what  satisfies  them 
DOW,  will  not  satisfy  them  in  future.  They  are  constantly  crying, 
^  Gfsve,  giveJ*  And  there  is  not  a  man,  who  is  in  the  habitual  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  who  is  not  in  danger  of  dying  a  drunkard.  Be- 
fore he  is  aware,  an  intemperate  appetite  may  be  formed,  the 
giratification  of  which  may  prove  his  temporal  and  eternal  ruin. 
And  if  the  practice  should  not  come  to  this  result  with  regard  to 
himself,  it  may  with  regard  to  his  children,  and  children's  children. 
It  may  with  regard  to  his  neighbors  and  their  children.  It  may 
extend  its  baleful  influences  far  and  wide,  and  transmit  them,  with 
all  their  innumerable  evils,  firom  generation  to  generation. 

Can,  then,  temperate^  sober  metibe  clear  from  guilty  in  continuing 
a  pnustice  which  is  costing  annually  more  than  $30,000,000 ;  in- 
creasing more  than  three-told  the  poor  rates  and  the  crimes  of  the 
country ;  undermining  the  health  and  constitution  of  its  inhabitants ; 
and  cutdng  ofi^annus^y  30,000  lives? 

There  is  tremendous  gmlt  somewhere.  And  it  is  a  truth  which 
ought  to  press  with  overwhelming  force  upon  the  mind  of  every 
sober  man,  that  a  portion  of  this  guilt  rests  upon  every  one  who, 
with  a  knowledge  of  facts,  continues  the  iotaUj/  v$ineeessaryand 
awJuUy  peo^dcious  practice  of  taking  ardent  spirits.  Each  indn 
vidiial  oc^ht,  without  delay,  in  view  of  eternity,  to  dear  himwift 
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and,  neither  by  pecept  nor  example,  ever  again  encourage  or  even 
connive  at  this  deadly  evil.     ( WeU<onduct&i  Farmj  pp.  9|  10, 1 1 .) 


D.     (p.  9.) 

On  the  26th  of  June,  181 1,  the  General  Association  of  Ikbssachu- 
setts  appKNnted  Rev.  Samuel  Worcester,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jedediah 
Morse,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Abiel  Abbot,  Rev.  Benjamin  Wadswoitb, 
Reuben  D.  Slussey,  M.  D.,  Wilham  Thurston,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Torrey,  M.  D.,  tod  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq.,  a  committee  to  co5pe- 
rate  with  committees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  I^sbytenan 
church,  and  the  General  Association  of  Ckmnecticut,  in  devising 
measures  which  may  have  an  influence  m  preventing  some  of  die 
numerous  and  threatening  mischiefe,  that  are  experienced  throudi- 
out  our  country,  from  the  excessive  and  intemperate  use  of  spintu- 
ous  liquors.  This  committee  met  at  di^rent  times  for  consultation, 
corresponded  on  the  subject,  and,  finally,  determined  to  make  an 
eSort  for  the  formation  m  a  State  Society  for  the  Suppresanon  of 
Intemperance.  A  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Worcester, 
Dr.  Torrey  and  Mr.  Wadsworth,  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Con- 
stitution. After  being  presented  to  the  whole  committee,  and  adopted, 
it  was  presented,  by  them,  to  a  more  general  meeting,  in  Boston, 
on  the  4th  of  February,  1813.  At  another  meeting  at  the  State 
House,  on  the  5th,  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  a  Socie^^ 
formed,  called  The  Massachusetts  Societt  for  the  Suppres- 
sion OF  Intemperance.  The  object,  as  expressed  in  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution,  was,  **  To  discountenaitce  and  suppress 
the  too  free  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  its  kindred  vices,  prof  oneness 
and  gaming,  and  to  encourage  and  promote  temperance  and  gene- 
ral  morality.^ 

For  a  number  of  years,  this  Society  languished.  Some  of  its 
members,  at  length,  advocated  its  dissolution ;  and  others  retired  from 
it  in  despair,  m  the  language  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  Parker,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  letter  dated 
Boston,  26th  May,  1829,  "Many,  seeing  no  happy  results,  after 
many  years  of  eflbrt,  have  retired  from  the  field  in  despair.  I  am  one 
of  this  number ;  but  I  now  see,  and  rejoice  m  it,  that,  however  des- 
perate the  cKsease,  it  is  at  last  yielding  to  the  power  and  skill  of  the 
great  Physician  above,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  human 
agents  he  had  employed.  The  National  Society,  established  here 
a  few  years  ago  (meamng  the  Amerioan  Temperance  Society),  has 
given  great  deciaon  to  the  preexisting  Massachusetts  Society,  and 


both  tOMther,  with  the  aid  of  country  and  town  associatioDS,  and 
iifluential  individuals,  have  been  the  secondary  causes  of  working 
Ae  greatest  moral  change  which  has  ever  taken  place  in  this  com- 
mimity." 

The  Massachusetts  Society  still  continues  its  operatkms,  and, 
since  it  has  directed  its  efibrts  to  the  promotion  of  entire  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  has  been  productive  of  much  eood. 

In  February,  1813,  the  same  month  in  which  the  Massachusetts 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance  was  formed,  the  Rev. 
Heman  Himiphrey,  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  commenced  in  the 
Pandplist  and  Missionary  Magazine,  a  periodical  published  in  Bos- 
ton, edited  by  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq.,  a  series  of  six  numbers, 
on  the  causes,  (NPogress,  effects,  and  remedy  of  intemperance  in  the 
United  States.  In  the  closing  part  of  these  numbers,  he  said, ''  If 
fiunrners  and  mechanics  would  a^e  not  to  drink  spirits  themselves, 
and  not  to  provide  them  for  their  workmen ;  if,  instead  of  iiimish- 
iDg  Equor,  they  would  give  additional  compensation  to  laborers,  iur- 
muiing  them,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  generous  supply  of  nutritious 
and  palatable  drinks, — a  very  large  advance  would  be  made  toward 
banishing  the  fiery  products  of  the  distilleries  from  the  field  and  the 
diop.  And  this  would  be  no  inconsiderable  part  of  that  general 
refiMrmatbn,  which  is  so  loudly  called  for,  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.** 

Tbougji  this  suggestion  was  not  extensivelv  followed,  even  by 
Aose  who  were  laboring  for  a  reformation,  yet  tne  facts  which  have 
been  developed  ance  the  formation  of  the  American  Temperance 
Sodety,  abundandy  prove  the  correctness  and  importance  of  the 
ibove  remarks. 


E.     (p.  16.) 

The  foUowing  notices  have  been  extensively  circulated,  both  in 
dus  country  and  in  Europe. 

"  These  discourses  {Dr.  Beecher's  on  Intemperance)  were  com- 
posed and  delivered  at  Litchfield,  in  the  year  1826.  Since  that 
time,  the  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance  has 
been  farmed,  and  is  now  (1827)  in  successful  operation." 

"Temperance  Societies  took  their  origin  in  America,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner — The  Rev.  Dr.  Beechcr,  deeply  impressed  with 
die  evils  of  drunkenness,  attacked  that  vice  fiiom  the  pulpit  with 
9b  much  vigor  as  to  engage  public  attention,  and  to  lead  to  the 
innatkm  o?  Sodedes,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  for  its  soppns- 

'By  a  recurrence  to  die  dates,  it  wfll  be  seen  that  the  i 
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made  by  the  above  notices  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 
Dr.  Beecher's  sermons  had  no  influence  m  the  formation  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society.  It  was  not  then  known,  by  those 
who  formed  the  American  Temperance  Society,  that  those  semions 
had  been  preached,  though,  after  they  were  piiblished,  in  1627,  they 
exerted  a  powerfiil  and  extensive  influence  m  aiding  its  operations. 


P.    (p.  23.) 

^'  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  honor  of  the  bar  of  Berkshire, 
that  they  have,  I  believe  unanimously,  entered  into  a  compact 
which  they  stricdy  execute,  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance  by 
example  and  otherwise.  Thev  have  banished  all  ardent  spirits 
from  their  houses  at  home,  and  their  lodgings  when  at  court,  mak- 
ing literally  no  use  of  them.  They  have  also  discarded  the  use  of 
wine,  which,  at  first,  I  thought  might  be  carryme  the  thing  too  fiu*, 
because  extremes  generally  cause  revulsions ;  out,  upon  hearing 
their  reasons,  I  am  satisfied  they  are  right.  They  do  not  object  to 
wine,  as,  of  itself,  used  in  moderation,  hurtful ;  but  the  use  of  it  in 
a  great  measure  destroys  the  power  of  example,  and  tends  much 
to  defeat  the  efiect  of  any  remonstrance  they  may  have  occasion 
to  make  to  those  who  are  destroying  themselves  and  families  by 
hard  drinking.  The  poor  man,  when  ureed  to  refi*ain,  is  apt  to 
retort,  *  Why,  if  we  could  affi)rd  to  drink  wine,  as  you  do,  .we 
certainly  would  not  drink  rum ;  but  we  must  have  something,  as 
weU  as  you ;  and  rum  is  the  cheapest  thing  we  can  get'  it  b 
necessary  to  show  such  people  that  there  is  no  need  of  any  stim- 
ulants."    {Judge  Parker^s  letter  to  Dr.  Warren.) 


G.     (p.  32.) 

Henry  Guise,  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  was,  on  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1830,  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  county.  His 
election  was  contested  on  thejnound  of  his  having  treated  the 
electors  with  ardent  spirits.  Tjne  following,  delivered  by  Judge 
Hallock,  is  the  decision  of  the  court : — 

'^  The  Court  here  find,  that  the  said  Guise,  on  the  12th  day  of 
October,  1830,  it  bebg  the  day  of  holding  the  election  in  Stark, 
for  sheriff,  at*the  tavern  of  Henry  Husser,  in  die  town  of  Cantoo, 
in  said  county,  did  give,  by  himself  and  agent,  to  divers  electors 
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of  said  county,  between  two  and  three  gaDons  of  spirituous  Bqumrs,  to 
wh,  whiskey,  brandy,  and  rum,  with  the  intent  to  procure  the 
decticHi  of  said  Guise  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  said  county ;  he, 
then  and  there,  being  a  candidate  for  said  office,  at  said  election. 
'  ^  Whereupon  the  Court  do  now  here  adjudge  the  ssud  election  of 
said  Cruise  to  said  office  void;  and  the  office  of  sheriff  of  said 
ooonty  vacant.*'     (PitU.  Her.) 


H.     (p.  33.) 
Desertions  from  the  Army  in  seven  Years. 


TlMr. 

Nonber. 

Ciwt. 

Trkd  by  OwiHi  iMftkl 

1823 

668 

168,677 

1093 

1824 

811 

70,398 

1176 

1825 

803 

67,488 

1208 

1826 

636 

64,393 

1115 

1827 

848 

61,344 

991 

1828 

820 

62,137 

1476 

1829 

1083 

96,826 

Total,  5,669  |47 1,263  7,058 

{Repwt  of  the  Secretary  of  War^  Feb.  22,  1830.) 

'^Ardent  spirit  should  be  discontinued,  in  the  army,  as  a  part  of 
the  daily  rations.  I  know  from  observauon  and  experience,  when 
in  the  command  of  the  troops,  the  pernicious  effects  arism^  (rom 
die  practice  of  regulai*,  daily  issues  ot  whiskey.  If  the  recruit  joins 
die  service  with  an  unvitiated  taste,  which  is  not  unfrequently  the 
case,  the  daily  privilege  and  the  uniform  example  soon  induce  him  to 
taste,  and  then  to  drink  his  allowance.  The  habit  being  acouired, 
he,  too,  soon  becomes  an  habitual  toper."  {Adjutant  wn,  Joneses 
statement,) 

*^  The  proceedings  of  courts-martial  are  alone  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  crime  of  intoxication  almost  always  precedes,  and  is  often 
the  immediate  cause  of  desertion.  And  I  am,  moreover,  convinced, 
that  roost  of  the  soldiers,  who  enter  the  army  as  sober  men,  acquire 
habits  of  intemperance  principally  by  falling  into  the  practice  of 
drinking  their  gill,  or  hall  gill,  of  whiskey,  every  morning.  I  have 
known  sober  recruits,  who  would  often  throw  away  their  morning 
iDowance,  but  whose  constant  intercourse  with  dpplers  wouM  soon 
induce  them  to  taste  a  Kttle,  and,  in  time,  a  little  more^  until  they 
became  habitual  drunkards.  I  am  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  the  whiskey  part  of  the  ration  does,  sbwly,  but  surdvj  lead 
men  into  those  intemperate  and  vicbus  habits,  out  of  wfaKo  gravr 
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desertions  and  most  other  crimes.  In  su^qiort  of  this  opinion,  I 
will  only  advert  to  one  other  document.  It  is  the  subjoined  extract 
of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most  excellent  and  exemplary  officers  of 
the  army,  which  contains  litde  or  nothing  more-  than  the  verbal 
statements  which  I  have  received  upon  the  same  subject,  frcnn 
many  other  meritorious  officers."     {Mfg.Cren.Cramtis  ^aUmemt.) 

''I  have  served  extensively  as  the  recorder  of  regimental  coyrt«- 
martial,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  five  out  of  six  cases  of  the 
crimes  which  are  proved  before  th^e  courts,  have  resulted  from 
intemperance;  and  nine  years'  experience  in  the  army  has  con- 
vinced me,  that  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  the  deserdons 
occur  in  consequence  of^^intemperate  drinking,  either  of  the  desert- 
ers themselves,  or  others;  I  say  othersy  because  bad  treatment 
fix>m  petty  officers,  while  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits,  has 
caused  many  to  become  disgusted  with  the  service,  and  finally  to 
desert. 

^'  I  have  known  cases  like  the  foUowing,  and  think  them  not  un- 
common. A  non-commissioned  officer,  either  inebriated  or  not, 
oppresses  a  young  soldier,  who  complains  to  his  c(»nmander ;  the 
subject  is  investigated  by  him ;  and  the  witnesses  upon  whom  the 
complainant  relied  to  sustun  his  charge,  either  from  fear  of  the 
displeasure  of  their  non-commissioned  officer,  or  from  being,  bribed 
to  hold  their  peace,  by  whiskey,  "  know  nothing."  The  petty 
officer  produces  his  witnesses,  bought  with  spirits,  to  exculpate 
himself,  and  perhaps  cast  blame  upon  the  complainant.  The 
accused,  thus  cleared,  is  prompted  by  revenge  to  render  the  situa- 
tion of  the  soldier  as  irksome  as  possible,  who,  despairing  of  redress, 
deserts."     (Lieut.  Gallagher*s  statement.) 


I.     (p.  34.) 

Letter  fiwn  Thonuis  SewaU,  M.  D.,  of  fVashington^  to  John  C. 

WarreUj  M.  D.,  of  Boston 

WAfHiHGTOF  CiTT,  JhufmhtT  529,  1830. 

DXAK  8»,  » 

Tou  will  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  cause  of  temperance,  for 
which  so  much  has  been  accomplished  at  the  North,  is  extending 
ifs  influence  over  the  South  and  West.  For  several  weeks  past, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards,  Creneral  Agent  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance Society,  has  been  with  us,  and  has  given  a  powerful  impulse 
to  the  subject  in  this  District.  He  has  proceeded  on  the  plan  (^ 
addressing  the  different  religkHis  OMagr^atkms,  and  of  forming  a 
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Temperance  Society  in  each.  He  has  already  constituted  several 
on  this-  principle.  Last  Sabbath  evening,  he  delivered  a  discourse 
to  a  large  and  crowded  audience,  in  the  Foundery  Chapel  in  this 
city,— embracing  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  tne  Major- 
General  of  the  army,  and  other  distinguished  citizens  and  strangers. 
On  this  occasion,  he  came  forth  with  an  array  of  facts  and  argu- 
ments akogether  overwhelming,  to  which  the  audience  listened  for 
more  than  an  hour  with  the  most  intense  interest.  At  the  close  of 
the  discourse,  he  proposed  that  a  Temperance  Society  should  be 
formed.  A  paper  was  passed  through  the  congregation,  and  in  a 
few  moments  upwards  of  one  hundred  names  were  enrolled  ;  and, 
what  we  regard  as  highly  important,  no  door  was  left  open  for  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  medicine, — no  permission  to  use  it  when 
indisposed.  The  following  is  the  form  of  the  pledge  given : — 
"  Believing  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  only  neemess,  but 
hurtful ;  that  it  is  the  cause  of  forming  intemperate  appetites  and 
habits ;  and  that,  while  it  is  continued,  the  evils  of  intemperance 
cannot  be  prevented  ;  we  therefore  agree  that  we  will  not  use  them, 
that  we  will  not  provide  them  as  an  article  of  entertainment,  and 
that  we  will,  in  all  suitable  ways,  discountenance  the  use  of  them  in 
the  community." 

While  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  no  case  in  which  ardent 
spirit  is  indispensable,  and  for  which  there  is  not  an  adequate  sub- 
stitute, we  are  equally  assured,  that,  so  long  as  there  is  an  exception 
allowed,  and  men  are  permitted  to  use  it  as  a  medicine,  so  long  we 
shall  have  invalids  and  drinkers  among  us.  Only  let  our  profession 
take  a  decided  stand  upon  this  point,  and  intemperance  will  soon 
vanish  from  our  country. 

Among  other  cheering  indications  which  present  themselves,  it 
pves  me  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  state,,  that  the  members  of 
Congress  generally  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause,  and  avail' 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  procure  such  publications  on 
the  subject  as  are  calculated  to  impart  information  or  excite  to 
action,  and  are  disseminatins;  these  among  their  constituents.  The 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  ftiajor  General  of  the  army  appear  folly 
sensible  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  as  known  to  exist  among  our 
soldiers,  and  are  ready  to  adopt  every  suitable  measure  to  eradicate 
it.  An  order  has  already  been  issued  for  suspending  the  rations 
of  ardent  spirit  to  the  solders,  in  order  that  a  fair  experiment  may 
be  made,  to  ascertam  whether  its  disuse  in  the  army  be  not  practi- 
cable,— an  experiment  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  demonstrate  ilie 
urifity  of  the  measure,  and  constitute  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
mflitary  life. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

THOMAS  SEWALL. 
Dr.  Warr£5.  « 

10 
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Remarks  by  Dr.  Warren. 

The  information  contained  in  Dr.  Sewall's  letter  appears  to  me 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  morak  and  happmess  of  our  coun- 
ty. If  the  heads  of  departments  and  members  of  Congress  take 
an  interest  in  discouraging  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  the  amount  of 
misery  which  will  be  prevented,  must  be  great  beyond  calculation. 
. — ^The  suspension  of  the  rations  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  army  is 
a  measure  that  may  be  very  useful.  Its  good  effects  will,  I  fear, 
be  much  dimmished  by  the  permission  to  sutlers  to  sell  spirits  to 
the  soldiery,  under  permission  of  an  officer.  The  consequence  of 
this  arrangement  will  be,  that  some  officers  wiU  ^ant  tlus  permis- 
sion, while  others  will  refuse  it ;  and  in  this  way  discontent  will  arise, 
and  the  most  valuable  officers  in  the  army  become  unpopular  and 
obnoxious. — ^The  way  seems  to  be  open  for  a  total  prohibition ;  and 
certainly  an  order  to  this  efiect  woula  gready  mcrease  the  efficiency 
of  the  army.  The  opinion  of  great  bodies  of  physicians,  given  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  is  unfavorable  to  the  use  of  spirits ;  and  I 
cannot  find  language  strong  enough  to  repeat  and  impress  the  fact, 
that  these  articles  do  not  give  strength,  but  weakness.    A  momenta- 

2  flush  of  power  may  be  excitea  under  their  first  impulse  ;  but 
b  is  soon  followed  by  a  moral  and  physical  failure  of  strength,  and 
a  loss  of  that  steady,  unyielding  courage  necessary  to  the  support  of 
a  regular  engagement. 

The  necessity  of  usmg  ardent  spirits  in  medicine  is  extremely 
limited.  Now  and  then  a  solitary  instance  presents  itself,  in  which 
there  seems  to  be  some  reason  for  preferring  alcohol  to  other  articles. 
In  the  greater  number  of  cases  of^disease  requiring  the  use  of  stim- 
ulant liquids,  wine  is  to  be  preferred  to  alcohol ;  and  the  importance 
of  this  is  much  less  than  was  thoii^t  a  few  years  since. 

In  the  year  1827,  the  Mass.  Medical  Society  passed  a  resolution 
to  discourage  the  use  of  alcohol  and  its  preparations  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases.  Since  this  was  done,  the  use  of  brandy  as  a  medicine 
has  been  gready  diminished ;  and  the  spirituous  preparations  or 
tinctures  are  almost  banished  from  the  prescriptions  of  the  physi- 
cian, excepting  where  the  quantity  employed  is  so  minute  as  to  be 
of  no  consideration  in  regard  to  its  alcoholic  properties.  A  highly 
respectable  apothecary  stated  to  me  that,  since  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  alluded  to,  the  amount  of  tinctures  sold  by  him  had 
din^inished  in  the  proportion  of  five  parts  out  of  six. 

The  reservation  of  the  use  of  alcohol  for  cases  of  sickness  ap- 
pears to  be  of  Htde  importance  in  a  medical  way,  and,  if  it  leads  to 
practical  abuses  such  a  reservation  should  not  be  made. 
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Letter  from  a  Gentleman  connected  unth  the  Army. 

January,  25,  1831. 
Sin, 

The  cause  of  temperance  in  the  army  has  for  a  year  or  two 
past  engaged  the  attention  of  some  of  our  best  and  most  enlightened 
men  in  Congress,  and  many  plans  have  been  devised  to  remedy  an 
evil  which  all  must  acknowledge  to  be  great. 

With  this  intention,  perhaps,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  lately 
issued  an  Order  (of  which  the  following  is  tlie  purport)  prohibiting 
the  regular  issues  of  spirits  to  the  soldiers,  to  tnt : 

1 .  Regular  issues  of  spirit  are  prohibited. 

2.  Extra  issues  of  liquor  to  men  on  fatigue  duty  or  extra  service, 
being  established  by  law,  are  still  continued. 

3.  Soldiers  are  permitted  to  purchase  from  the  suder,  at  the 
**  discretion  of  his  company  commander,  a  quantity  of  ardent,  spirit 
not  to  exceed  two  gills  daily." 

This  order  will  not  answer  the  desired  purposes ;  but,  on  the 
ccmtrary,  I  fear  it  will  do  more  evil  than  good, — and  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : 

1.  The  order  will  have  an  unequal  operation,  because  some 
companies  in  the  army  will  be  permitted  to  purchase  from  the 
suder  two  gills,  some  one  gill,  daily  ;  and  some  none.  This  dis- 
tinction will  tend  to  create  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  think  themselves  not  as  highly  iavored  as  their 
comrades. 

2.  This  order  will  not  only  have  an  unequal  operation  as  regards 
difierent  companies,  but  also  in  the  same  company  at  di£^rent 
times.  The  better  to  illustrate  my  meaning,  I  will  suppose  a  case, 
which  not  only  exists  now,  but  always  will  exist,  so  long  as  we 
have  an  army : 

There  are  two  companies  living  together  at  a  military  station. 
The  commanding  officer  of  one  exercises  his  "  discretion,"  and 
permits  his  men  to  purchase  two  gills  a  day ;  while  the  other  com- 
mander will  not  suffer  his  men  to  buy  a  drop.  Let  me  ask  any 
candid  person,  if  such  a  state  of  things  is  not  likely  to  produce 
mischieif 

I  cany  my  instance  still  farther,  and  suppose  (what  is  neither 
impossible  nor  unlikely)  that,  after  a  few  months,  both  these  com- 
manders are  relieved,  and  the  companies  commanded  by  officers 
having  different  views  and  feelings  from  their  predecessors.  The 
company,  therefore,  which,  until  now,  has  been  temperate,  is  allowed 
the  utmost  latitude  in  drinking,  and  that  which  has  been  induced 
in  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirit,  is  now  reduced  te  entire  ab0tiiieiiO6« 
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In  the  frequent  mutations  of  military  command,  tliese  cases  must 
occur ;  and  will  they  not  have  a  direct  and  necessary  tendency  to 
make  soldiers  dissatisfied  with  their  situation  ?  And  will  not  de- 
sertions and  other  crimes  grow  out  of  them  ?  To-day  indulged  in 
dram-drinking — to-morrow  enjoined  total  abstinence — and  so  on 
through  the  alternations  of  temperance  and  ebriety,— will  not  sol- 
diers feel  that  they  are  the  helpless  objects  of  capricious  tyranny  ? — - 
And  will  they  not  be  likely,  by  open  acts  of  mutiny  to  resist,  or  by 
desertion  to  nee  from  such  an  odious  and  senseless  despotian  ? 

The  evils  of  drinking — great  as  they  are,  and  dreadful  in  civil  life, 
— are  still  greater  in  the  army.  Many  acts  which,  conmiitted  by" 
citizens,  would  be  tirifling  and  venial,  would,  if  committed  by  soldiers, 
be  of  a  serious  nature,  and  be  visited  with  instant  and  severe  retri- 
bution.    Otherwise  discipline  and  subordination  would  cease. 

A  proportion  of  at  least  nme  tenths  of  crimes  committed  in  the 
army  can  be  safely  and  certainly  traced  to  excessive  drinking ;  and 
there  is  no  way,  that  I  can  see,  of  removing  this  evil  entirely,  except 
by  legalizing  temperance. 

Let  Congress  pass  a  law  prohibiting,  under  any  circumstances^ 
the  issue  or  sale  to  the  soldier  of  the  smallest  quantity  of  spirit. 
Such  a  law  might,  and  probably  would,  at  first,  give  uneasiness  to 
some  confirmed  tipplers;  but  soon  it  would  be  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced in,  because  the  law  would  make  no  invidious  distinctions, 
and  all  would  fare  alijce.  Our  army  would  gradually,  though  cer- 
tainly, become  temperate,  and  its  moral  and  religious  character  be  so 
far  improved  as  k>  be  an  honor  as  well  as  safeguard  to  our  country. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

Dr. your  obliged  servant. 


J.     (p.  36. 

In  the  city  of  Washington,  there  were  granted  in  the  last  year 
60  tavern  licenses,  34  grog-shop  licenses,  4  confectionary  licenses, 
and  126  licenses  to  retail  spirits  in  quantities  not  less  than  a  pint — 
making  in  all  224  licensed  houses.  If  daily  sales  under  these  li- 
censes were  1 J  gallons  each,  the  quantity  tlius  sold  amounts  to 
122,528  gallons  annually.  The  population  of  the  city,  by  the  late 
census,  is  not  quite  19,000;  so  those  sales  will  average  more  than 
6  J  gallons  to  each  person,  which  is  also  the  average  oi  33  estimates 
made  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States :  we  may  therefore 
safely  say  that  the  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  consumed  in  the  United 
States  two  years  ago,  was  at  least  equal  to  6  gallons  for  each  per- 
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son ;  and,  as  die  population  of  the  United  States  was,  at  that  time, 
about  12,000,000,  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  United  States  was 
72,000,000  gallons. 

Halting  alluded  to  the  number  of  licenses  granted  by  tlie  city  of 
Washington,  I  camiot  forbear  to  notice  the  bad  policy  of  making 
the  sales  of  ardent  spirits  the  source  of  revenue. 

The  amount  raised  annually  by  the  sale  of  licenses  in  that  city, 
is  about  six  thousand  dollars.  The  expense  of  supporting  the 
poor  is  about  tliree  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  three  fourths  of 
which  are  admitted,  by  the  overseei-s  of  the  poor,  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  to  be  a  charge  upon  the 
amount  raised  by  the  sales  of  those  spirits — leaving  the  net  revenue 
from  that  source  3375  dollars.  The  quantity  of  spirits  consumed, 
to  raise  this  small  revenue,  is  122,528  gallons,  which  cost  the  con- 
sumers not  less  than  60,000  dollars,  which  are  worse  than  lost  to 
the  city,  and  this  is  the  amount  paid  by  the  city  to  its  tax-gatherers, 
the  retailers  of  spirits,  •  for  collecting  the  paltry  revenue  of  3375 
dollars.  This  amount  of  loss  would  probably  be  doubled  if  we 
were  to  add  the  loss  of  labor  and  lives,  and  the  expenses  of  litiga- 
tion, caused  by  the  use  of  the  ardent  spirits  sold  under  the  authority 
of  those  licenses. 

We  have  estimated  tlie  whole  quantity  consumed  in  the  United 
States  at  72,000,000  gallons : — let  us  for  a  moment  imagine  in 
what  proportions  this  quantity  is  probably  distributed  among  the 
people  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  women  and  children  under  16  years  of  age,  according  to 
the  census  of  1810  and  of  1820,  constitute  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States. 

It  can  hardly  be  supjx)sed  that  any  considerable  quantity  of 
ardent  spirits  is  drunk  by  the  children,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  very 
small  proportion  by  the  women.  We  will  suppose,  however,  that 
the  women  and  children  consume  one  sixth  of  the  whole  quantity ; 
say  12,000,000  gallons. 

Of  the  men  over  16  years  of  age,  constituting  one  fourth  of  the 
whole  population,  one  half,  probably,  consist  of  those  who  wholly 
abstam,  and  of  those  who  do  not  drink  habitually,  and  who  may 
therefore  average  half  a  gill  a  day ;  one  eighth  of  12,000,000  is 
1,500,000  persons,  at  half  a  gill  a  day,  equal  to  8,554,687^  gallons. 

One  half  of  the  residue  of  the  men,  being  one  sixteenth  of  the 
whole  population,  equal  to  750,000  persons,  may  be  habitual 
temperate  drinkers,  averaging  three  half  gills  a  day,  amounting  to 
12,832,031^  gallons.  One  half  of  the  remainuig  men,  being  ^ 
of  the  whole  population,  equal  to  375,000  persons,  may  be  regular 
topers,  and  occasional  drunkards,  who  average  3  ^Ib  a  day,  equal 
to  12,832,0311  gallons. 
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These  quantities  added  make  46,218,750  gallons;  which,  de- 
ducted from  the  whole  quantity  consumed,  72,000,000  gallons, 
will  leave  25,781,250  gallons  to  be  divided  annually  among  the 
376,000  remaining  men,  who  will  average  more  than  six  gills  a 
day,  and  who  will,  of  course,  be  confirmed  drunkards. 

This  estimate  supposes  that  one  in  every  16  is  an  habitual  tem- 
perate drinker,  and  that  one  in  every  32  is  a  regular  tippler  and 
occasional  drunkard,  and  that  one  in  32  ako  b  a  confirmed  drunk- 
ard. 

Whether  this  distribution  of  the  quantity  be  correct  or  not,  it  is 
morally  certain  that  the  whole  quantity  is  annually  consumed,  or 
rather  was  consumed  prior  to  the  yeai*  1828,  when  the  influence 
of  the  Temperance  Societies  began  to  be  generaUy  felt. 

When  we  consider  that  a  large  portion  of  the  ardent  spirits 
consumed  is  of  foreign  manufacture,  and  that  much  of  the  domes- 
tic is  mingled  with  the  imported  liquor,  and  sold  to  the  consumer 
as  foreign,  at  1^  or  1^  dollar  a  gallon — ^that  the  foreign  spirits  used 
in  taverns  is  sold  at  4  dollars  a  gallon — and  that  even  the  whiskey 
at  the  dram-shops  is  retailed  at  1  dollar  28  cents  to  2  dollars  a 
gallon — ^there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  average  price  to  the 
consumer  is  at  least  66§  cents  a  gallon. 

Seventy-two  miliums  of  gallons  of  ardent  spirits,  at  66§  cents  is 
forUh^igkt  millions  of  dollars. 

Tliis  amount  b  annually  lost  to  the  country ;  as  much  lost  as  if 
as  many  dollars  were  actually  cast  into  the  sea ;  for  the  spirits  are 
consumed  without  the  least  benefit  in  return. 

The  grain  destroyed,  the  labor  of  raising  the  grain,  and  convert- 
ing it  into  spirits,  the  iliel  consumed  b  the  manufacture,  are  all 
lost  to  the  country. 

Although  the  iarmer  b  paid  for  hb  grain,  and  the  distiller  for 
his  liquor,  yet  the  poor  man  who  buys  it,  gets  no  return  but  pov- 
erty, disease  and  misery.  To  him,  and  to  the  country,  it  is  worse 
than  a  total  loss. 

The  TTcahh  of  a  oountry  surieoe  (rom  the  produce  of  the  SOll  and 

the  labor  of  the  inhabitants.    The  loss  of  labor,  therefore,  is  the  loss 
of  wealth. 
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There  are,  in  the  United  Slates,  376,000  regular  drunkards. 
These,  upon  an  average,  do  not  earn  more  than  two  thirds  as  much 
as  if  they  were  sober. 

Here  is  an  annual  loss  of  100  days'  labor  of  each  drunkard, 
worth,  if  he  were  sober,  at  least  40  cents  a  day ;  making  a  loss  of 
16,000,000  of  dollars  per  annum. 

It  is  estimated  that,  of  the  habitual  drunkards,  one  in  ten  annu- 
ally comes  to  a  premature  death,  and  that  their  term  of  life  is,  upon 
an  average,  shortened  ten  years.  Of  the  376,000  regular  drunk- 
ards, therefore,  37,600  are  killed  annually  by  ardent  spirits,  and 
ten  years'  labor  of  each  of  them  is  lost  to  the  country.  It  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  each  of  diem,  if  sober,  might  have  earned, 
upon  an  average,  60  dollars  a  year  more  than  the  cost  of  his  sup- 
port. The  loss  of  ten  years'  labor  of  37,600  men,  at  60  dollars 
per  annum,  is  a  loss  of  18,750,000  dollars. 

It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  at  least  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  cost  of  crime  in  the  United  States,  is  chargeable  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits. — ^Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York,  who  seems  to 
have  been  very  cautious  in  his  estimates,  has  stated  in  his  communi- 
cadon  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  tlie  New  York  State  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance,  published  in  the  first  annual 
Report  of  that  Society,  that  the  result  of  his  calculation  gave  a  total 
amount  of  e^A^  million  seven  thousand  dollars  as  the  cost  of  crime 
to  the  United  States — three  fourths  of  which,  chargeable  to  intem- 
perance, is  six  million  Jive  hundred  and  twenty-Jive  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  also  generally  admitted,  that  three  iourths  of  the  cost  of 
pauperism  is  chargeable  to  the  same  cause. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  in  the  same  communication,  estimates  the  whole 
annual  cost  of  pauperism  in  the.  state  of  New  York,  exclusive  of  the 
city,  to  be  3,800,000  dollars,  the  whole  of  which,  he  thinks,  might 
be  fairly  charged  to  intemperance.  I,  however,  take  only  three 
fourths  of  it,  which  is  two  millions  eight  hundred  andjifty  thousand 
dollars. 

To  these  might  be  added  the  expense  of  those  paupers  who  are 
supported  wholly  or  pardally  by  private  and  individual  charity ; — 
orphan  asylums,  insane  and  other  hospitals,  and  houses  of  reiuge 
for  juvenile  ofienders — and  the  loss  of  labor  of  prisoners  confined 
for  trial,  or  for  punishment  by  simple  imprisonment,  or  for  debt — 
three  fourths  of  all  which  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits.  The  amount  of  private  chanty  is  probably  much 
greater  than  that  of  public. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  pays  annually,  for 
the  support  of  the  poor,  about  three  thousand  live  hundred  doUan. 

The  population  is  nineteen  thousand^  consnting  of  about  three 
thousand  Jive  hundred  families ;  surely  the  aven^  amount  of  private 
charities  must  be  more  than  one  dolhr  a  year  for  each  ftmOy. 


80  AMERICAN   TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY. 

We  may  add,  therefore,  for  this  item,  another  sum  of  two  million 
eight  hundred  arid  fifty  thousand  dollars  paid  by  the  temperate  for 
the  intemperate. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  jail  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  committed  on  criminal  prosecutions,  b  about  30.  The 
population  of  the  county  is  nearly  thirty  thousand.  At  that  rate, 
the  average  number  of  criminal  prisoners  in  the  United  States  is 
twelve  thousand ;  the  labor  of  each  of  whom,  if  sober,  would  be 
worth,  upon  an  average,  probably  50  dollars  a  year,  beyond  the 
cost  of  his  support,  amounting  to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars — 
three  fourths  oi  which,  chargeable  to  intemperance,  is  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Let  us  now  put  these  items  togetlier,  and  count  the  cost  of  the 
consumption  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  United  States. 

Dollars. 

1st — 72,000,000  gallons  of  ardent  spirit,  at  66§  cts.,  48,000,000 
2d — 100  days'  labor,  of  375,000  drunkards,  lost,  at  40  c,  1 5,000,000 
3d — 10  years'  labor,  of  37,500  men,  killed  by  ardent 

spirits,  at  50  dollars  per  annum  for  each  man,  18,750,000 
4th — I  of  the  cost  of  crime  to  the  United  States,  .  6,525,000 
5th — I  of  the  cost  of  pauperism  to  die  United  States,  2,850,000 
6th — f  of  the  amount  of  private  charities,  ....  2,850,000 
7th — 8  of  1  year's  labor  of  1200  prisoners  lost,  at  $50      450,000 

The  annual  loss  to  the  country  by  the  use  of  ar.  spirits  is  94,425,000 

In  thb  estimate,  no  account  is  taken  of  the  loss  of  the  labor  of  the 
paupers,  prisoners  confined  for  debt,  nor  of  the  cost  of  litieatbn 
created  or  excited  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  nor  the  salaries  of 
judges,  the  expenses  of  jurors,  nor  of  the  fees  of  counsel. 

How  many  paupers  must  be  made  by  the  abstraction  o(  ninety- 
four  million^  of  aoUars  annually  from  the  small  earnings  of  that 
dass  of  society  upon  which  the  greater  part  of  this  loss  must  fall ! 
And  what  immense  benefit  would  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
derive  from  ninety-four  millions  of  dollars  expended  annually  for 
their  best  interest  and  comfort ! 

An  annuity  of  tiinety-four  millions  would,  in  twenty  years,  with 
simple  interest  only,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  each  year's 
annuity,  from  the  time  it  became  payable  to  the  end  of  the  twenty 
years,  amount  to  3,064,800,000  dollars.  The  valuation  of  all  the 
lands,  houses  and  slaves  in  the  United  States,  in  tlie  year  1815,  ex- 
clusive of  Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  who  agreed  to 
])av  their  quotas  of  the  direct  tax  without  a  valuation,  was 

1,479,735,098  45-100  dollars.     If  we   add  for 

Virginia,  200,000,000  « 

S.  Carolina,       48,862,192  « 

Tennessee,        42,715,618  "  the  aggregate  will  be 

1,771,312,908  45-100     « 
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And  if  we  suppose  the  value  to  have  increased,  since  1815,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  the  present  value  of  all  the  houses,  lands 
and  slaves  in  the  United  States,  is  2,519,009,222  dollars;  so 
that  the  amount  annually  lost  to  the  country  by  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  buy  up  ail  the  houses,  lands 
and  slaves  in  the  United  States  once  in  ever}"^  20  years.  [Judge 
Crtmch^s  Address.) 


K.     (p.  42.) 

The  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Society 
is  supported  by  such  facts  as  the  following  : — A  distinguished  gen- 
tl^naan  from  that  state  writes — "  The  great  and  good  work  of  the 
Lord  goes  on  in  the  midst  of  us  ;  and  the  temperance  movement, 
like  John  the  Baptist,  prepares  the  way  of  the  Lord.  One  might 
follow  in  the  wake  of  this  movement,  and  say,  *  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand.'  " 

Another  gentleman,  from  another  part  of  the  state,  writes — "  In 
this  county,  it  is  notorious  that  those  towns  which  have  been  the 
most  active  in  the  temperance  cause  have  been  the  most  blessed 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  all  the  towns  in  this  county,  there  have 
been  revivals  ;  and,  as  a  general  remark,  it  may  be  s^d,  that,  in 
every  town,  those  neighborhoods  which  have  done  the  most  in  the 
promotion  of  temperance,  have  been  most  blessed  in  religious 
mtters.  In  C ,  the  spirit  has  seemed  to  follow  the  temper- 
ance eflbrt  from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood ;  and  so  in  other 
places. .  In  short,  so  manifest  is  the  connection  between  temper- 
ance and  revivals  of  religion,  in  this  county,  that  we  no  more 
expect  the  latter,  where  the  former  does  not  exist,  than  we  expect 
snow  in  summer.  This,  of  course,  is  a  general  remark.  Tnere 
are,  undoubtedly,  exceptions." 


L.     (p.  43.) 

The  connection  between  the  promotion  of  temperance  and  the 
special  success  of  the  gospel  in  the  salvation  of  men,  appears  to  be 
confined  to  no  particiuar  spot,  but  is  common  in  all  parts  of  the 
ooontry. 

A  gentleman  from  Vermont  writes — ^**  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced of  the  importance  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  consid- 
ered merely  in  its  bearings  on  the  success  of  the  gospel.  A  few 
11 
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J  ears  ago,  the  churches  were  witliering  under  an  alcoholic  curse. 
lembei'S  generally  were  inoderate  drinkers,  and  some  immoderate. 
As  the  sin  of  intemperance  naturally  increased,  a  reformation  on 
the  principle  of  total  abstinence  became  indispensable.  I  have 
known  churches  and  congregations  on  the  brink  of  a  hopeless 
overthrow,  because  some  leading  member  or  members  would 
drink  rum. 

"  How  long  the  church  and  congregation  under  my  care 
would  have  sustained  themselves  without  a  Temperance  Reform,  1 
cannot  tell ;  but  to  me  ruin  appeared  to  be  near.  We  were  ahnost 
deluged  with  liquid  fires.  Two  distilleries,  five  stores,  four  taverns, 
all  grog-shops,  sent  abroad  their  poisonous  effluvia.  A  little  more  than 
two  years  ago,  I  determined  to  have  a  Temperance  Society  here,  at  a 
time  when  there  were  none  in  this  part  ot  the  country.  I  took  the 
constitution  recommended  by  the  Parent  Society,  and  spent  nearly 
three  weeks,  pleading  the  cause  of  temperance  fi*om  house  to 
house.  Tlie  result  was  a  Temperance  Society  of  100  members. 
Hardly  had  we  time  to  forget  the  struggle  and  the  victoir  of  temper- 
ance, before  the  Holy  Spirit  descended,  and  a  revival  ol  six  months' 
condnuance  rejoiced  our  souls.  The  extent  of  the  revival  seemed 
to  be  measured  by  the  success  of  the  Temperance  Reform.  There 
were  in  town  about  100  hopeful  conversions.  So  far  as  we  could 
ascertain  facts,  and  form  an  opinion,  the  number  of  converts  dif- 
fered little  horn  the  number  who  first  broke  away  fix)m  the  iron 
bondage  of  custom,  and  adopted  the  principle  of  abstinence.  Those 
families  where  the  parents  had  enlisted  on  the  side  of  temperance, 
were  more  richly  blessed  with  divine  influence  than  others.  In- 
deed, the  revival  scarcely  prevailed,  without  the  influence  of  the 
Temperance  Reformation. 

"  The  history  of  other  towns  in  this  vicinity,  is  similar  to  ours.     In 

B ,  the  Temperance  Reformation  has  been  triumphant.  Scarcely 

was  the  Temperance  Movement  begun  when  an  interesting  revival 
of  religion  commenced,  and  the  two  reformations  mutually  aided 
and  strengthened  each  other. 

"  In  A ,  and  H ,  and  W ,  and  C ,  there  are 

revivals  of  religion  of  great  mterest ;  bringing  into  the  kingdom, 
not  only  children  and  youth,  but  the  aged,  and  men  of  influence. 
The  revivals  have  followed  directly  after  the  commencement  of  an 
efficient  Temperance  Reform. 

"  The  cause  of  teinperance  in  M has  also  been  wonderfully 

successful.  They  have  a  Temperance  Society  of  nearly  1000 
members.  There,  also,  a  heavenly  influence  has  followed  in  the 
track  of  temperance,  and  there  is  now  a  glorious  revival  of  religion." 

A  gentleman  fix>m  Massachusetts  writes — ^*  In  1829,  a  number  of 
young  men  formed  themselves  into  a  Temperance  Society.  A  few 
days  after,  the  revival  of  religion  began  to  diow  itself.     Within  a 
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few  weeks,  most  of  the  young  men,  who  were  most  active  in  the 
Temperance  Society,  were  rejoicing  in  hope.  The  revival  has 
added  164  t^  the  church  of  which  I  am  pastor,  and  nearly  40  to 
the  Baptist  church  m  this  place.  91  of  the  164  are  males. 
Our  Temperance  Society  contains  nearly  300  members,  a  large 
proportion  of  whom  are  youth.  What  connection  the  temperance 
efforts  in  this  place  sustained  to  the  revival,  (Jod  only  knows ;  but  T 
cannot  but  believe  that  they  prepared  the  way,  by  removing  one  of 
the  most  powerful  barriers  against  religious  impression." 

A  distinguished  civilian  from  Connecticut  writes — "  In  1827, 

there  were  in  20  retailers  of  spirits;  in  April,  1831,  there 

were  only  six,  with  a  prospect  that  t^^o  of  them  will  soon  stop  the 
sale,  leaving  only  four  in  a  population  of  4000.  The  diminished 
consumption  of  spirits  is  at  least  equal  to  the  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  retailers.     In  H there  is  no  retailer,  and  nearly  all  the 

farms  and  the  fisheries  are  carried  on  without  spirit.  The  church 
in  that  place  is  a  Temperance  Society ;  not  a  member  drinks 

Kirit.     In  Y s,  also,  the  church  is  a  Temperance  Society. 
Mir.  excommunications  have  taken  place  since  its  formation,  and 

three  of  them  for  intemperance.     In  K society,  diere  were,  in 

1827,  seven  retailers ;  there  is  now  only  one,  with  a  prospect  that  he 
wiU  relinquish  the  sale  of  spirit  in  the  course  of  this  year.  The 
number  oi  members  in  our  Temperance  Society  k  about  900.  On 
a  large  majority  of  the  best  farms,  no  liquor  is  drunk.  The  opposers 
have  been,  for  a  year  or  two,  crying  out,  that  a  reaction  woidd  soon 
come ;  that  the  cold  water  system  could  not  possibly  hold  out. 
But  never  were  we  so  far  from  a  reaction  as  at  the  present  moment. 
The  cause  is  daily  gaining  strength ;  and  new  members  are  obtained 
almost  every  week.  The  reformation  has  also  operated  to  expel 
wine-grogs  (righdy  named)  almost  as  entirely  as  distilled  liquors. 
I  think  I  have  not  been  offered  a  glass  of  wine,  or  spirit,  in  this 
region,  for  two  years  past — a  simple  and  direct  result  of  the  Great 
Reformation. 

"  We  are  hoping  tliarGod  will  visit  us  in  the  way  of  his  grace,  as 
he  has  other  places  in  our  land ;  and  we  trust  that  the  Temperance 
Movement  will  prove  a  preparatory  way  for  a  revival  of  pure  reli- 
gion ;  as  we  rejoice  to  hear  it  has  been  in  many  places." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  means  of  erace  in  that  place 
have  been  attended,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  with  the  blessings  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Numbers  are  now  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God,  and  many  more  are  anxiously  inquiring  what  they  shall 
do  to  be  saved.  This  is  also  the  case  with  many  other  towns  in  the 
Ticbity,  in  which  similar  efforts  had  been  made  for  the  promotion  of 
temperanee. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  writes,  after  mentioning  the. 
eflbrts  which  have  been  made  for  the  prom6tk)n  of  tempenmoe— ^I 


^.j 
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have  ako  to  communicate  to  you  still  more  che«riiig  intelligence. 
I  refer  to  the  fruits^  by  which  we  know  the  tree  to  be  of  God's  outi 
right  hand  planting.  Immediately  after  the  celebration  of  the  last 
anniversary  (preceding  which  we  had  made  renewed  efforts  to 
increase  the  number  of  our  members),  the  spirit  of  God  was 
poured  upon  us  in  copious  efilisions.  Nearly  100  have  been 
galhered,  we  trust,  into  tlie  church  of  Christ.  The  patrons  of  our 
Society  have  participated  largely  in  the  work ;  and  he  who  now 
writes  you,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Temperance 
Society  since  its  organization,  was  soon  made  to  feel  the  claims 
which  a  God  of  infinite  mercy  had  upon  him,  for  his  love  and  his 
service." 

From  Pennsylvania  a  gentleman  writes — "  In  Februaiy,  1829,  a 
Temperance  Society  was  formed  here ;  and  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  the  cause  made  rapid  advances.  Temperance  was  the 
all-engrossing  topic.  In  the  ensuing  fall,  a  powerful  revival  of  reli- 
gion commenced  m  the  Presbyterian  churches  under  my  care ; 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  extended  to  the  Baptist  churches 
in  the  neighborhood.  About  300  persons  have  been  added  to  the 
conununion  of  the  two  denominations.  Of  these  a  very  large 
proportion  had  previouslv  become  members  of  the  Temperance 
Society.  It  is  a  r^narkable  fact,  that  the  revival  was  the  most 
powerml  in  those  neighborhoods  in  which  the  temperance  cause 
had  been  most  triumphant;  and  scarcely  perceptible  m  those  where 
the  way  had  not  thus  been  previously  prepared. 

*'  It  was  also  remarked,  that  those  professors  of  religion  who  op- 
posed the  progress  of  temperance,  and  continued  to  use  the  drink 
of  drunkards,  and  the  cup  of  de\ils,  in  no  instance  appeared  to 
share  in  the  reviving  influences  of  the  Spirit ;  while  those  who  had 
been  most  active  in  the  cause  of  temperance  seemed  to  share  those 
influences  in  the  largest  measure.  I  could  mention  many  instances 
of  hopefid  conversion,  in  which  the  Temperance  Society  was  the 
first  in  tlie  cliain  of  means  which  conducted  them  to  a  Savior. 
Multitudes  in  this  section  of  country  will  bless  God  to  all  eternity, 
that  such  a  Society  has  been  established  here.     A  revival  of  religion 

has  succeeded  a  temperance  movement  at  M ,  in  this  county; 

and  another  at  S— — ,  in  Virginia.     Our  Temperance  Society  has 
at  present  about  300  members." 

Many  similar  testimonies  might  be  given,  and  fh)m  various  parts 
of  the  country 
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M.  (p.  48.) 

Elustratums  of  the  Thithy  that  God  visits  the  Iniauities  of  the 
Fathers  upon  the  Children;  and  that  the  Way  of  Transgressors 
is  hard. 

FROM  A  MERCHANT  IN  NEW  TORK. 

"  Dear  Sir — ^Without  undertaking  to  answer  the  specific  ques- 
tions proposed  in  your  letter  as  Secretary  of  the  City  Temperance 
Society,  I  will  relate  some  facts  that  have  come  under  my  own  ob- 
servation.    I  have  been  engaged  in  trade  and  commerce  in  this 
city  upwards  of  twenty-two  years,  and  occupied  the  store  I  am  now 
m  during  the  whole  time.     Not  an  individual  originally  near  me  is 
now  to  be  found,  save  three  flour  merchants.     In  castmg  my  eyes 
around  the  neidiborhood,  and  looking  back  to  the  period  above  men- 
tioned, I  ask,  Where  are  they  now  ?  On  my  left  were  a  father  and 
his  two  sons,  grocers,  in  prosperous  business.     The  sons  went  down 
to  the  grave  several  years  since  in  poverty,  confirmed  drunkards. 
On  my  right  was  a  firm  of  long  and  respectable  standmg,  engaged 
in  foreign  commerce,  the  junior  partner  of  which  some  years  since 
died,  confirmed  in  this  habit.     Five  or  six  doors  above,  was  one, 
holding  a  highly  responsible  situation  under  our  State  Government ; 
at  first,  he  was  seen  to  stop  and  take  a  litde  gin  and  water ;  soon 
he  was  seen  staggering  in  the  street ;  presendy  was  laid  in  the  grave, 
a  victim  to  intemperance.     On  the  comer  immediately  opposite  my 
store  was  a  grocer,  doing  a  moderate  business.     Being  addicted  to 
drink,  m  a  state  of  intoxicadon  he  went  into  die  upper  loft  of  his 
store  at  noon-day,  put  fire  to  an  open  keg  having  powder  in  it,  blew 
oflf  the  roof  of  ms  store,  and  himself  into  eternity.     One  door  beyond 
this  comer  was  a  father,  an  ofiicer  m  one  of  our  churches,  a  grocer, 
and  his  two  sons :  both  sons  have  long  since  been  numbered  witii 
the  dead,  through  the  efifects  of  drink ;  a  son-in-law  of  the  above 
father,  pursuing  the  same  business,  following  the  practice  of  the 
sons,  has  come  to  the  same  end ;  a  young  man,  clerk  and  succes- 
sor in  tl)e  same  store,  has  also  gone  down  to  die  mve  fit>m  the 
same  cause.    On  the  other  side  of  the  Slip,  a  wealthy  grocer  died, 
leaving  a  family  of  several  young  men,  three  of  whom,  together  witli 
a  sister  and  her  husband,  have-^  siAce  died  in  poverty,  confirmed 
drunkards.     Next  door  to  this,  a  junior  partner  of  one  of  the  most 
respectable  grocers  in  this  city  has  long  since  followed  the  above 
fiom  the  same  cause,  leaving  behind  him  two  brothers,  compara- 
tivelv  young  in  years,  but  old  in  this  vice,  now  living  on  the  charity 
of  tneur  firiends.     On  kwking  down  the  street  in  fitxit  of  my  store, 
there  were  seen  three  of  middle  age,  grocers,  but  a  few  years 
since  in  pifosperous  business,  now  numbered  with  the  dead  from  the 
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simie  cause.  In  the  same  square  in  which  I  now  am,  was  an  indi- 
vidual  at  the  head  of  an  extensive  shipping  house,  owning  several 
stores,  renting  from  six  to  ten  hundred  dollars  each  a  year ;  owmng 
and  occup3ring  a  house  m  Broadway,  worth  twen^  thousand  dollars, 
with  a  family  of  several  sons  and  daughters  hving  in  affluence. 
From  a  moderate  drinker,  he  became  a  confirmed  drunkard :  his 
property  is  now  all  gone,  his  family  scattered,  and  himself  a  vagabond 
about  our  streets.  His  next  door  neighbor,  a  partner  in  one  of  our 
most  respectable  sliipping  houses,  has  eone  to  his  grave,  in  early  life, 
from  the  same  cause,  not  having  had  time  to  spend  the  large  amount 
of  his  previous  earnings.  Near  me  was  one  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  of  respectable  and  pious  parentage,  liberally  educated,  engaged 
extensively  in  foreign  commerce,  and  a  while  one  of  our  City  Ccmn- 
cil.  In  the  short  space  of  three  years,  he  was  a  bankrupt,  a  drunk- 
ard, and  in  his  grave  !  But  my  heart  sickens  at  the  detail,  which  I 
could  extend. 

"  Most  of  those  mentioned  were  men  with  whom  I  have  had 
daily  intercourse  in  the  way  of  business,  and,  but  for  this  cause, 
might  at  this  moment,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  Providence,  have 
been  useful  members  of  society."     (JNT.  Y.  City  Rq[>ort.) 


If.    (p.  49.) 

"  But  I  pass  on  to  notice  one  state  of  the  system  produced  by 
ardent  spirit,  too  important  and  mteresting  to  leave  unexamined.  It 
is  that  predisposition  to  disease  and  death,  which  so  strongly  charac- 
terizes the  drunkard  in  every  situation  in  life. 

It  is  unquestionably  true,  that  many  of  the  surrounding  objects 
in  nature,  are  constantly  tending  to  man's  destruction.  The  excess 
of  heat  and  cold,  humidity  and  dryness,  the  \icissitudes  of  the 
season,  noxious  exhalations  fix)m  the  earth,  the  floating  atoms  in  the 
atmosphere,  the  poisonous  vapors  from  decomposed  animal  and 
vegetable  matter,  with  many  other  invisible  agents,  are  exerting 
their  deadly  influence ;  and  were  it  not  that  every  part  of  his  system 
is  endowed  with  a  self-preserving  power,  a  principle  of  excitabilit}', 
or,  in  other  words,  a  vital  principle,  the  operations  of  the  economy 
would  cease,  and  a  dissolution  of  his  organic  structure  take  place. 
But,  this  principle  being  implanted  in  the  system,  reaction  takes 
place,  and  thereby  a  vigorous  contest  is  maintained  with  the  warring 
elements  without,  as  well  as  with  the  principle  of  decay  within. 

It  is  thus  that  man  is  enabled  to  endure,  from  year  to  year,  the 
toib  and  fatigues  of  life,  the  variation  of  heat  and  cold,  and  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  season;  that  he  is  enahled  to  traverse  every 
region  of  the  gbbe,  and  to  live  with  ahnoflt  equal  ease  under  the 
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equator,  and  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north.  It  is  by  this  power 
that  all  bis  functions  are  performed,  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  life. 

The  principle  of  excitability  exists  m  the  highest  degree  in  the 
infant,  and  diminishes  at  every  succeedbg  period  of  life ;  and  if  mau 
is  not  cut  down  by  disease  or  viol.eDce,  he  struggles  <«,  and  finaUy 
dies  a  natural  death  ;  a  death  occasioned  by  the  exhaustion  of  the 
principle  of  excitability.  In  order  to  prevent  the  too  rapid  exhaus- 
tion of  this  principle,  nature  has  especially  provided  for  its  restoro- 
ikm  by  establishing  a  period  of  sleep.  After  being  awake  for 
sixteen  or  eighteen  hours,  a  sensation  of  fatigue  ensues,  and  all  tbe 
functions  are  performed  with  diminished  enei^  and  precision. 
Locomotion  becomes  feeble  and  tottering,  the  voice  harsh,  the  in- 
tellect obtuse  and  powerless,  and  all  the  senses  blunted.  In  this 
Slate,  the  individual  anxiously  retires  from  the  light,  and  from  tho 
Dense  and  bustle  of  business,  seeks  tliat  position  which  reqmres  ilie 
least  efibrt  to  sustain  it,  and  abandons  himself  to  rest.  Tlie  will 
ceases  to  act,  and  he  loses  in  succession  all  the  senses.  The  mus- 
cles unbend  themselves,  and  permit  tlic  limbs  to  fall  into  the  most 
easy  and  natural  position.  ,  Digestion,  respiration,  circulation,  secre- 
tim,  and  the  other  functions,  go  on  with  diminished  power  and 
activity;  and  consequendy  the  wasted  excitability  is  gradually 
restored.  After  a  repose  of  six  or  eight  hours,  this  principle  b^ 
comes  accumulated  to  its  full  measure,  and  the  individual  awakes, 
and  finds  himself  invigorated  and  refreshed.  His  muscular  power 
is  augmented ;  his  senses  are  acute  and  discriminating ;  his  intellect 
active  and  eager  for  labor ;  and  all  his  dinctions  move  on  with 
renewed  energy.  But  if  the  stomach  be  oppressed  by  food,  or  the 
system  excited  by  stimulating  drinks,  ^lee^  though  it  may  be  pro- 
mund,  is  never  tranquil  and  refreshing.  The  system  being  raised 
to  a  state  of  feverish  excitement,  and  its  healtliy  balance  distuibed, 
its  exhausted  excitability  is  not  restored.  The  mdividual  awakes, 
but  finds  himself  fatigued  rather  than  invigorated.  His  muscles 
are  relaxed,  his  senses  obtuse,  his  inteUect  impaired,  and  all  his 
functions  disordered  ;  and  it  is  not  until  be  is  i^ain  imder  tbe  in- 
fluence of  food  and  stimulus,  that  he  is  fit  for  the  occupations  of 
life.  And  thus  be  loses  the  benefits  of  tliis  wise  provision  of  repose, 
designed  for  his  preservation.  Notliing,  probably,  tends  more  pow- 
erfulty  to  produce  premature  old  age,  than  midnight  revels  or  dis- 
turbed and  unrefreshing  sleep. 

It  is  also  true,  that  artificial  stimulus,  in  whatever  way  applied, 
tends  constantly  to  exhaust  the  principle  of  excitalulity  o£  the 
^^tem,  and  this  in  proportion  to  its  intensity,  and  the  freedi»n  with 
which  it  is  applied. 

But  there  is  still  another  principle  oa  which  tbe  uw  of  vdcnt 
■pint  predisposes  the  drunkard  to  disease  and  death.  It  icti  on  d» 
mood,  impairs  its  vitality,  deprives  it  of  ita  red  coXat,  uid  thnoby 
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renders  it  unfit  to  stimulate  the  heart  and  other  organs  through 
which  it  circulates  ;  unfit,  also,  to  supply  materials  for  the  different 
secretions,  and  to  renovate  the  different  tissues  of  the  body,  as  well 
as  to  sustain  the  energy  of  the  brain— offices  which  it  can  perfortn 
only  while  it  retains  its  vermilion  color  and  other  arterial  proper- 
ties. The  blood  of  the  drunkard  is  several  shades  darker  m  its 
color  than  that  of  temperate  persons,  and  also  coagulates  less 
readily  and  firmly,  and  is  loaded  with  serum — appearances  which 
indicate  that  it  has  exclianged  its  arterial  properties  for  those  of  the 
venous  blood.  This  is  the  cause  of  the  livid  complexion  of  the 
inebriate,  which  so  strongly  marks  him  in  the  advanced  stage  of 
btemperance.  Hence,  loo,  all  the  functions  of  his  body  are  slug- 
gish, irregular,  and  the  whole  system  loses  its  tone  and  its  energy. 
If  ardent  spirit,  when  taken  into  the  system,  exhausts  the  vital 
principle  of  the  solids,  it  destroys  the  vital  principle  of  the  bkxxl 
also ;  and  if  taken  in  large  quantities,  produces  sudden  death ;  in 
which  case  the  blood,  as  in  death  produced  by  lightning,  by  opium, 
or  by  violent  and  long-continued  exertion,  does  not  coagulate. 

The  principles  laid  down  are  plain,  and  of  easy  application  to  the 
case  b^ore  us. 

The  inebriate  having,  by  die  habitual  use  ofardent  spirit,  exhaust- 
ed, to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  the  principle  of  excitabQity  in  the  solids, 
the  power  of  reaction,  and  the  blood  having  become  mcapable  of 
performing  its  office  also,  he  is  alike  predisposed  to  every  disease, 
and  rendered  liable  to  the  inroads  of  every  invading  foe.  So  far, 
therefore,  from  protecting  the  system  against  disease,  intemper- 
ance ever  constitutes  one  of  its  strongest  predisposing  causes. 

Superadded  to  this,  whenever  disease  does  lay  its  grasp  upon  the 
drunkard,  the  powers  of  life  being  already  enfeebled  by  the  stimu- 
lus of  ardent  spirit,  he  unexpectedly  sinks  in  the  contest,  and  but 
too  firequently  to  the  mortification  of  his  phj'sician,  and  the  surprise 
and  grief  of  his  friends.  Indeed,  inebriation  so  enfeebles  the  pow- 
ers of  life,  so  modifies  the  character  of  disease,  and  so  changes  the 
operation  of  medical  agents,  that,  unless  the  young  physician  has 
studied  thoroughly  the  constitution  of  the  drunkard,  he  has  but  par- 
tially learned  his  profession,  and  is  not  fit  for  a  practitioner  of  the 
present  age. 

These  are  the  true  reasons  why  the  drunkard  dies  so  easily,  and 
firom  such  slight  causes. 

A  sudden  cold,  a  pleurisy,  a  fever,  a  firactured  limb,  or  a  slight 
wound  of  the  skin,  b  often  more  than  his  shattered  powers  can  en- 
dure. Even  a  little  excess  of  exertion,  an  exposure  to  heat  or  cold, 
a  hearty  repast,  or  a  glass  of  cold  water,  not  unfirequendy  extinguishes 
the  anall  remains  of^e  vital  principle. 

In  the  season  that  has  just  closed  upon  us,  we  have  had  a  melan- 
choly exhibition  of  the  eroct  of  intemperance  in  the  tragical  death 
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^f  some  dozens  of  our  feUow  citizens ;  and,  had  the  extreme  heat 
'^irhich  prevailed  fcnr  several  days  continued  for  as  many  weeks,  we 
should  nardly  have  had  a  confirmed  drunkard  left  among  us. 

Many  of  those  deaths  which  came  under  my  notice  seemed  al- 
most spontaneous,  and  some  of  them  took  place  in  less  than  one  hour 
£oro  the  first  symptom  of  indisposition.  Some  died  apparendy  fiiom 
Si  slight  excess  of  fatigue,  some  fiiom  a  few  hours'  exposure  to  the 
sun,  and  some  fix)m  a  small  draught  of  cold  water— causes  quite  in- 
adequate to  the  production  of  such  effects  in  temperate  persons.** 
^Dr.  SetoaWs  Address.) 

"  A  circular  letter,  adcuressed  by  the  New  York  City  Society,  to  a 
number  of  the  most  respectable  physicians  of  that  state,  proposing 
certain  interrogatories  respecting  the  e&ct  of  ardent  spirits  upon  tlie 
liiiman  body,  has  been  answered  by  at  least  forty  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  sent ;  and  whose  names  are  given  in  the  Report  of  that  Society. 

From  those  answers  it  appears,  1st,  that  the  use  of  distilled  u- 
quois,  by  those  in  health,  is,  in  no  case  whatever,  beneficial  for  the 
preservation  of  health,  or  for  the  endurance  of  fatigue  or  hardship. 

2d.  That  disease  and  death  are  the  inevitable  result  of  the  con- 
tinued use  of  alcohol  upon  the  healthy  human  system. 

3d.  That  ardent  spirit  Tiever  operates  as  a  preventive  of  epidemic 
or  pestilential  diseases ;  but  is  very  generally  an  exciung  cause  of 
sudi  diseases,  and  always  aggravates  them. 

4th.  That,  the  tcme  of  the  nervous  systein  being  impaired  by  the 
xue  of  intoxicating  liquors,  the  constitution  thus  becomes  more  sus- 
ceptible to  the  impression  of  all  noxious  agents. 

5th.  That  nothing  has  a  tendency  more  immediately  and  com- 
{decety  to  destroy  the  moral  faculty,  than  intemperate  drinking. 

6th.  That  the  intellectual  faculues  are  impaired  by  akohol.  Ev- 
ery excess  is  a  voluntary  msanity,  and  if  often  repeated,  and  carried 
b^ond  a  certain  degree,  it  often  produces  the  horrible  disease  called 
deurttim  tremens;  in  which,  white  the  animal  powers  are  prostrated, 
the  mind  b  tortured  with  the  most  distressing  and  feariiil  imagina- 
tions. 

7tfa.  That  intemperance  destroys  the  susceptibility  of  the  body  to 
the  operation  of  medicine,  so  far  as  it  injures  the  tone  of  the  nervous 
system. 

That  the  disease  of  an  habitual  drunkard  will  generally  run  its 
course,  uninfluenced  by  medical  treatment ;  that  m  the  exhaustion 
ao  produced  by  intemperance,  medicines  are  .often  useless,  and  the 
diseases  of  the  water^rinktr  are,  comparatively,  few  in  number ; 
in  general,  readily  controlled ;  and  when  the  malady  is  removed,  the 
constitution  is  easily  restored  to  its  original  health  and  vigor. 

8th.  One  fifth,  and  perhap  one  fourth,  die,  directly  or  indirectly, 
fiom  intemperance.  '  (This  is  the  answer  of  the  only  physician  who 
has  undertaken  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  pro- 

12 
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duccd  by  ardent  spirits.     The  othei-s  speak  in  general  terms,  and 
say  a  large  proportion,) 

9th.  That  ardent  spirits  are  the  most  common  source  of  insanUyy 
and  that  they  operate  by  producing  inflammation  of  the  brain,  as 
well  as  other  diseases  oi  that  organ,  and  of  the  nervous  system  in 
general.* 

10th.  That  no  person  who  uses  distilled  liquor  can  reasonably 
expect  to  avoid  the  contraction  of  an  unnatural  thirst  for  stimulus. 

11th.  That  the  specific  effects  of  alcohol  are  produced  by  a  two- 
fold process : — 

First  by  its  direct  e&cts  upon  the  nervous  system ;  and  secondly 
by  bemg  absorbed  into  the  circulation  without  undergoing  digestion. 

i2th.  That  ardent  spirit  is  not  beneficial  in  cases  of  dyspepsy  or 
in  chronic  debility ;  but  in  most  cases  is  prejudicial. 

13th.  That  it  is  not  safe  as  a  family  medicine. 

14th.  Fbally,  that  about  one  hundred  physicians  have  died  in  the 
city  of  New  York  within  the  last  thirnr  years ;  of  whom  forty  were 
intemperate ;  but  that  the  character  of'^the  profession,  in  that  respect, 
is  now  much  improved. 

To  this  testimony  may  be  added,  that,  according  to  the  accounts 
published  of  the  sudden  deaths  during  the  excessive  heat  of  the  past 
summer,  it  appears,  upon  inquiry,  that  in  every  instance  where  the 
death  has  been  ascribed  to  the  diinking  of  cold  water,  or  to  the  di- 
rect effect  of  the  heat,  the  deceased  was  in  the  habitual  use  of  ard^it 
spirit ;  and  not  one  instance  b  recorded  of  such  a  death  where  the 
person  was  in  the  habit  of  entire  abstinence.f 

*  Doctor  Carter,  one  of  the  resident  physicianB  of  the  Philadelphia  almi- 
houae  infirmarji  in  a  paper  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  calls  ardent  spirit  a  destructive  poison^  and  speaks  of  mania  a  sote 
as  the  usual  penalty  of  excessive  drinking.  In  the  establishment  in  wUicn  he 
is  connected,  there  were,  from  November  21st,  1628,  to  Februarylst,  1^,  70 
cases  of  mmda  a  jiodc,  and  from  June  lOth  to  September  10th,  1829,  75  caece ; 
making^  145  cases  in  six  months. 

t  It  IS  stated  in  a  letter  from  Greenwich  (Conn.)  to  the  Editor  of  the  Journal 
of  Humanity,  dated  July  26, 1830,  that,  *'  during  the  preceding  week  of  ezcee- 
sively  hot  weather,  no  man  who  had  been  of  cold  water  character  for  any  lenffth 
of  time  had  given  out ;  that  two  persons  had  died  suddenly  in  the  vicinity,  but 
that  both  were  of  intemperate  habits ;  that  others  had  stopped  work,  but  all 
of  them  were  given  to  the  use  of  strong  drink." 

In  the  Journal  of  Humanity  of  August  19, 1830,  is  the  following  article,  taken 
from  the  Belvedire  Apollo : — 

"  Nine  cases  of  death  fh)m  drinking  cold  water  have  occurred  among  the 
laborers  engaged  in  excavating  the  sections  of  the  Bristol  and  Morris  (New 
Jersey)  canal  adjoining  this  place.  We  are  assured  by  highly  respectable 
physicians,  that,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  the  victims  of  cold 
water  drinking  are  those  who  have  been  addicted  to  the  fiee  use  of  ardent 
spirits. 

*'  In  the  last  week  but  one  in  July  last,  the  deaths  in  New  York  were  204  ; 
11  of  which  were  from  drinking  cold  water,  and  22  by  convulsions.  In  the  same 
week  in  Philadelpkia,  the  deatnis  were  196 ;  of  which  11  were  from  drinking  c<dd 
water,  6  from  heat,  6  from  intemperance,  and  22  from  convulsion. 
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It  is  said  by  Doctor  Hosack  in  his  late  address,  that  it  appears 
from  the  society  of  Friends,  that,  in  consequence  of  their  habitual 
temperance,  one  half  of  the  members  of  that  society  live  to  the  age 
of  47  ;  and  that  one  b  ten  lives  to  be  80  :*  whereas  the  avenge 
of  human  life  is  33  years,  and  not  more  than  one  in  40,  of  the  gen- 
eral population,  lives  to  be  80  years  of  age.  The  amount  X  human 
life,  then,  gained  by  temperance,  is  more  than  the  difference  between 
33  and  47 — or  an  average  of  14  years  gained  b  every  life — which 
is  ecnial  to  42  per  cent."     (Judge  Cranch't  Addras.) 

"It  appears  from  our  former  remarks,  that  the  blood,  by  its  circula- 
tirai,  conveys  to  every  part  of  the  body  the  nutritious  matters  of 
which  it  is  composed,  while  each  oigan  is  endowed  with  the  power 
of  selecting  from  the  common  mass,  the  materiab  both  for  its  own 
nourishment,  and  for  the  performance  of  its  peculiar  functions,  and 

It  will  be  reeollactad  that  about  the  ume  time  ■  ren  coniidenble  alarm  took 
place  in  the  naifhboriiia  town  of  Georgetown  (D.  C,),inconae<]iienceof  agreat 
number  of  ludi^n  death*  among  tbe  laborer*  apon  the  canal ;  30  or  30  baring 
died  in  the  eaur»e  of  a  week.  An  extract  from  a  letter  from  that  town  datiea 
July  S7tli,  IS30,  vcu  publiahed  in  the  Baltimore  Qaiette,  in  which  the  writer 
■aje — '  I  regret  to  add  Ihiit  deitfa,  in  ita  moat  appalling  form,  baa  made  ita  ap- 


.  continuance  'il.  . 

nuHi,  the  epirit  depart*  from  it*  mortal  teDement.  Shortlv  altei  death  tbe 
iiilliwi  take*  a  dark  hue,  and  becomea  nearlj  black.  In  the  Koman  Catholic 
^raTB-vard,  I  have  been  informed  that  aa  many  aa  14  were  interred  in  one  daj. 
^M  talioren  are  chiefly  member*  of  that  church.  The  diaeoae  i*  not  alwan 
IumL  Tbera  have  been  aeveral  case*  of  recovery. — It  i*  repreeented  bj  the 
phjajrilnfi  that,  ao  &r  aa  regardi  the  native  citiieni,  the  town  waa  noTer 
liMlthJer.' 

At  the  time  of  thi*  alarm,  I  caoied  inqoiry  to  be  made  of  the  coroner,  the 
IwdaTtakfli,  and  tbe  town  phyaician,  and  waa  satiified  that,  in  everj  caae  of 
-"'-' —  ''-''\,  the  deceaeed  had  been  in  tbe  babitual  use  of  ardent  epirit. 


In  the.  Journal  of  Humanity  of  3d  September,  1S30,  the  Editor  sayi 
nntlMlian  of  the  greateat  reapectability  iron    ''  "  '   '    " 

■Imoat  invariabW  tl  „  , 

the  New  Tork  Joomal.    The  aame  paper  mentioni  the  death  of  three  peraona 


1  of  the  greateat  reapectabililT  from  tbe  aouth  aaierted,  the   other 

nr  hearinf,  that  thoee  who  fell  Tictimi  in  the  eoothern  clime*,  are 

It  invariabW  tnoae  who  indulge  in  the  &ee  uae  of  ardent  awiit*.     Sosaya 


t*  vicinity,  occasioned  by  heat  and  drinking  cold  water,  uU  of  lofanit  w 
inlainperata.' 

A  gentleman  of  reapectability  (Mr.  Symonton),  whose  family  baa  an  intar- 
ert  in  the  ialand  of  Key  Weat,  on  the  coait  of  Florida,  informed  me  that  the 
iiland  waa  very  lickly  la*t  year,  and  many  died  of  the  fever;  bat  that  all  who 
died  had  been  in  the  habitual  uae  of  ardent  apiriti;  tbaltfai*  fact  wa*  ascertained 
by  a  minute  investigation  ofeverycate;  and  that  the  evidence  was  ao  eatirfkcto- 
ly,  that  the  inhabitanta  thii  year  have  generally  abetained  from  distilled  liquor*: 
•»  that  not  more  than  one  gallon  ha*  been  consumed  thi*  year  for  evetj'  Mml 
tiled  last  year.  The  consequence  ii,  that  thi*  year  they  have  been  UDCOounonlj 
healthy. 

Tta«  &ct  that  nine  tenths,  if  not  all,  the  death*  &om  drinking  cold  watai, 
happen  among  those  who  are  in  the  habitual  oae  of  ardent  apirit*,  ia  so  impor- 
tant, that  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  state  this  evidencM  npOB  whieh  tha 
assertion  is  fotuded." 

*  This  ftct  is  aUted  also  in  H'Kinzey'*  5000  ReMipts. 
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of  returning  to  it  the  reiiise  materials  which  are  no  longer  of  use- 
The  blood  is  thus  a  sort  of  common  carrier,  conveying  from  mit  to 
part  whatever  is  intrusted  to  it  for  the  common  benefit,  when 
obliged  to  carry  spirit  (and  it  carries  it  so  reluctantly  that  sonoe  phy- 
sicians have  doubted  whethcR  spirit  ever  actually  enters  the  blood), 
it  presents  it,  as  it  does  its  odier  commodities,  to  the  several  organs 
for  their  selection  :  but,  as  we  have  seen,  they  all  dedine  it.  The 
head  says,  "  My  nerves  are  calmer,  my  thoughts  are  clearer,  without 
it, — ^I  beg  to  be  excused  ;"  the  heart  says,  "  My  motions  are  more 
regular,  my  affections  are  purer,  without  it, — I  have  no  occasion  for 
it  f^  the  limbs  say,  "  Our  su^ngth  is  finner,  our  vigor  is  more  dura- 
hie,  without  it, — ^we  need  it  not ;"  all  say,  "  It  cannot  nouri^  us,  it 
cannot  sustain  us, — ^we  will  none  of  it ;"  and  at  length,  rejected  by 
all,  except  by  those  organs  whose  peculiar  office  it  is  to  convey  out 
of  the  blood  its  refuse  and  worthless  parts,  it  is  taken  up  by  them 
and  thrown  out  of  the  body.  How  happy  for  mankind,  did  the 
reason  of  man  conduct  him  to  the  same  practical  wisdom,  which  is 
thus  given  by  his  Creator  to  die  instinctive  excitabilides  of  his  ani- 
mal faculties  !  But,  unhappily,  these  several  organs,  although  th^ 
may  refuse  what  is  unsuitable  to  them,  cannot  escape  without  suf- 
fering. Our  carrier,  inflamed  by  his  burden,  though  he  received  it 
at  first  with  reluctance,  becomes  the  insolent  pedlar,  who  insults  and 
abuses  the  customers  who  decline  his  wares. 

The  office  of  the  stomach,  as  is  well  known,  is  to  digest  the  food, 
and  prepare  its  nutritious  parts  for  absorption  into  the  blood.  This 
it  does  chiefly  by  means  of  the  juices  \diich  are  formed  in  its  coats, 
to  be  mixed  with,  and  dissolve  the  food.  When  these  juices  are  in 
a  healthy  condition,  the  digestion  is  well  performed ;  when  they  are 
imhealthy,  we  h^ve  flatulence,  oppression,  and  a  host  of  ills.  Now 
the  stomach,  in  common  with  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  is  pre- 
served m  health  by  a  proper  state  both  of  its  nutrition  and  of  its  ex- 
citability. Whenever  it  is  excited  by  an  unnatural  stimulus, — and 
we  have  sufficiendy  shown  that  ardent  spirit  is  an  unnatural  stim- 
ulus,— although  the  action  may  be  increased  for  a  short  time,  debil- 
ity immediately  follows,  and  the  next  portion  of  food  is  imperfeedy 
digested.  If  this  indigestion  is  at  once  met  by  a  temporary  absti- 
nence, or  judicious  diet,  it  may  soon  be  removed.  But  the  sensa- 
tions by  which  it  is  accompanied,  form  a  temptation  to  renew  them 
by  repeating  the  stimulus.  Indeed  the  digestion  itself  mayfor  a  time 
be  improved  by  a  daily  repetition  of  the' excitement.  JBut,  then, 
every  such  repetition  exhausts  a  certain  portion  of  the  excitability,  and 
this  process  cannot  go  on  long  before  the  powers  of  the  stomach  be- 
come so  debilitated,  that  no  food  is  properly  digested,  and  there  is 
an  uneasiness  which  craves  relief  by  some  new  stimulus.  It  is  this 
uneasiness,  this  gnawing  sensation,  that  constitutes  one  of  the  great- 
est obstacles  to  breaking  oflfthe  habit  of  taking  spirit,  whenever  such 
a  habit  has  been  begun. 
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In  coDsemience  of  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  food  is 
digested,  either  a  sufficient  quantity  of  nutritive  matter  is  not  prepar- 
ed to  be  absorbed  into  the  blood,  or  it  is  absorbed  in  a  crude  state, 
and  not  well  suited  to  the  purposes  of  nutrition.  Thus  all  the  parts 
of  the  body  suffer  from  the  delinquency  of  the,  stomach.  It  is  well 
known  that  all  the  several  organs  of  the  body  exert  an  influence 
upon  each  other  by  means  that  are  not  fully  understood ;  which 
physicians  call  sympathetic.  The  sympathies  of  the  stomach  are 
more  extensive  than  those  of  any  other  part ;  and  hence  it  is  that 
when  this  organ  is  disordered,  a  greater  variety  and  extent  of  suf- 
fering is  the  consequence,  than  is  produced  by  an  equal  extent  of 
injury  to  any  other  part. 

We  come  next  to  speak  of  the  effect  of  die  use  of  spirit  upon  the 
fiver.  The  principal  function  of  this  organ  is  to  aid  in  the  process 
of  digestion.  As,  in  tlie  performance  of  this  function,  its  actions  are 
associated  with  those  of  the  stomach,  so  many  of  the  efiects  of  dis- 
ease are  of  a  similar  character.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
particulars  in  which  the  effects  are  so  different  as  to  demand  a  sep- 
arate tliough  concise  consideration.  The  liver  complaint  and  the 
Jaundice  are  sufficiently  known  to  be  the  frequent  consequences  of 
intemperance.  But  it  seems  not  to  be  so  well  known  tliat  a  more 
moderate  use  of  spirit  produces  a  strong  tendency  to  the  same  dis- 
eases. The  liver  is  easily  excited  to  extraordinary  action,  not  only 
by  what  affects  the  stomach,  with  which  it  is  so  closely  associated, 
but  also  by  whatever  powerfully  stimulates  the  general  system,  and 
especiaDy  by  strong  emotions  of  the  mind.  When  the  excitement 
is  moderate,  such  as  is  produced  by  a  proper  diet,  or  by  a  rational 
employment  of  die  mental  faculties,  then  the  effect  upon  this  organ 
is  salutary  and  healthful.  But  if,  from  eidier  cause,  tne  excitement 
becomes  too  great,  it  tends  to  disease ;  and  the  tendency  is  increas- 
ed with  every  repetition.  This  explanation  may  show  how  it  is 
that  any  quantity  of  ardent  spirit,  however  moderate,  has  an  injurious 
effect  upon  die  frmctions  of  the  liver. 

I  shall  notice  only  one  more  class  of  die  effects  of  ardent  spirit ; 
and  this  b  its  influence  upon  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  It  is 
here  that  we  have  exhibited  the  phenomena  of  diat  most  distressing 
of  diseases,  delirium  tremens.  The  tremblings, — ^the  watchfrdncss, 
which  opium  itself  can  scarcely  conquer, — ^the  characteristic  delirium, 
80  full  of  fearful  apprehensions,  that  seem  like  the  embodied  repre- 
sentations of  a  guilty  conscience, — all  are  the  result  of  undue  excite- 
ment of  the  nervous  system  by  ardent  spirit ;  and  all  united  consti- 
tute a  measure  of  distress  and  anguish,  wliich  is  none  too  forcibly 
expressed  by  the  name  given  to  this  disease  among  the  sailors  in  our 
naval ^  service,  the  horrors.  The  miserable  victim  is'  deprived  of 
his  understanding  before  he  b  aware  that  he  b  sick,  as  if  to  show 
that  die  drunkard  has  outlived  his  probation ;  and  he  sinks  into  death' 
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without  one  moment's  opportunity  to  profit  by  the  alarm  of  Us 
dancer. 

But  you  will  say,  my  reader,  This  is  the  disease  of  the  drunkard : 
why  speak  of  its  horrors  to  me  ?  I  drink  a  litde,  it  is  true,  perhaps 
daily, — sometimes  oftener,  and  sometimes,  it  may  be,  not  for  several 
days ;  surely  I  am  no  drunkard ;  and  why  talk  to  me  of  ddirium 
tremens  9  &e  it  so,  you  are  no  drunkard  ;  are  you  not  in  the  way 
to  become  one  ?  Chr  concede  that  you  are  safe  fix>m  this  danger, 
still  you  are  not  so  safe  as  you  imagine  from  this  most  appalling  dis- 
ease. Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  it  that  I  have  ever  seen  (and  the 
number  that  I  have  seen  is  so  great  that  my  heart  shudders  at  the 
recollection  of  them)  have  been  of  persons  who  had  rarely  or  never 
been  known  to  be  intoxicated.  Men  have  been  taken  down  by  this 
deHrium,  who  have  regarded  themselves,  and  have  been  regarded 
by  their  neighbors,  as  temperate  men.  They  were  known  to 
drink  occasionally,  indeed ;  but  they  would  have  resented  as  much 
as  you  do  to  be  told  that  they  were  intemperate.  Nor  is  this  the 
only  evil.  The  nervous  system  is  a  nicely  adjusted  structure,  which 
superintends  the  functions  of  the  whole  livulg  body.  There  are 
many  degrees  of  derangement,  of  which  it  is  susceptible  ;  all  of 
which  are  of  more  or  less  importance,  although  they  may  not  amount 
to  so  severe  and  fatal  a  disease  as  Uiis  of  which  we  have  spoken. 
Every  glass  of  spirit  that  you  drink  does  some  violence  to  the  deli- 
cacy of  this  complicated  and  beautiful  system  ;  and  every  repetition 
of  the  glass  destroys  the  harmony  of  ene  of  those  thousand  strings 
of  which  your  life  is  composed. 

The  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  as  follows.  We  have 
seen  that  ardent  spirit  can  be  of  no  possible  benefit  to  the  human 
constitution,  and  is  hurtful,  unless  in  some  peculiar  and  rare  cases 
of  disease,  in  which  its  administration,  so  as  to  do  &>oA  and  not 
harm,  requires  the  skiU  of  a  judicious  physician.  We  have  seen, 
further,  that  to  take  spirit  only  occasionally,  and  even  rarely,  incurs 
a  risk,  and  an  immment  one,  of  being  drawn,  by  a  sort  of  necessity, 
to  taking  it  again  and  again,  until  a  habit  is  formed  of  taking  it,  fii^t 
in  moderate  and  then  m  larger  quantities,  until  the  unhappy  individ- 
ual, with  little  or  no  consciousness  of  his  danger,  becomes  a  con- 
firmed, unreclaimed,  despairing  drunkard.  Lastly,  we  have  seen 
that,  should  so  strange  a  thing  be  accomplished,  as  that  a  man 
should  persevere  in  limiting  his  quantity  ot  spirit  to  what  may  be 
termed,  in  comparison  with  that  of  others,  a  moderate  allowance, 
still  he  b  by  no  means  exempt  fix>m  the  evil  effects  upon  his  health 
and  constitution. 

Wherefore,  my  dear  reader,  I  conclude  once  more  with  the  ad- 
vice to  DRINK  NO  SPIRIT.  It  b  ROt  good  for  your  health  ;  but  it 
tends  directly  to  induce  disease,  and  to  shorten  human  life.** 
{Dr.  Hale's  Essay.) 


FOURTH  REPORT. — 1831. — ^APPENDIX.  95 

*^  All  the  healthy  functions  are  the  result  of  the  action  of  appropri- 
^ite  agents  upon  the  several  organs.  Thus  lieht  is  adapted  to  the 
^ye,  air  to  the  lungs,  appropriate  food  to  the  digestive  organs,  re- 
spectively ;  giving  origin  to  the  functions  of  vision,  respiration,  and 
SLSsimilation. 

But  where  has  nature  provided  a  receptacle  for  ardent  spirits  ? 
"What  organ  requires  their  stimulus,  to  enable  it  to  perform  its  office  ? 
"What  gland  possesses  the  power  of  extracting  from  ihem  the  small- 
est portion  of  nutriment,  or  any  other  ingredient  which  can  be  use- 
Hilly  employed  in  the  animal  economy  ? 

On  every  organ  they  touch  they  operate  as  a  poison.  No  where 
in  the  human  body  are  they  allowed  even  a  lodgment,  until  the 
^ital  powers  are  so  far  postrated  that  they  cannot  be  removed. 
"They  are  hurried  onwara  from  one  organ  to  another,  marking  their 
cxHirse  with  irregularity  of  action  and  disturbance  of  function,  until 
at  last,  as  a  common  nuisance,  they  are  taken  up  by  the  emuncto- 
jries — the  scavengers  of  the  system — and  unceremoniously  excluded. 
"When,  through  decay  of  organic  vigor,  this  process  ceases,  the  work 
of  destruction  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  last  glimmerings  of  life 
ore  soon  extinguished. 

The  records  of  every  hospital,  and  the  recollections  of  every  in- 
telligent physician,  will  furnish  multitudes  of  examples  in  which 
snild  diseases  have  been  rendered  severe,  and  severe  ones  fatal,  in 
consequence  of  the  use  of  spirits.  This  is  more  particularly  the 
oase  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  and  in  extremely  warm 
^^^eather. 

A  British  surgeon  many  years  ago  stated,  that  in  his  opinion  half 
the  sudden  deatns  that  happen  in  the  community  are  in  a  fit  of  in- 
toxication, softened  into  some  milder  name,  not  to  ruffle  the  feelines 
^f  friends  in  laying  them  before  the  public ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  at  least  an  equal  proportion  of  all  the  sudden  accidents  requiring 
the  aid  of  surgery,  such  as  wounds,  dislocations,  and  broken  bones, 
are  occasioned  in  the  same  manner. 

These  things  physicians  tell  you  from  no  sinister  views,  from 
no  lurking  principle  of  selfishness.  For  they  well  know  that,  when 
distilled  and  stimulating  liquors  shall  be  banished  from  the  commu- 
nity, the  fountain  of  one  half  of  all  chronic  diseases — a  fruitful 
source  of  their  emolument — ^will  be  dried  up  ;  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  surpcal  operations  will  be  uncalled  for ;  and  that  the  number 
and  intensity,  of  acute  diseases  will  be  materially  diminished. 

When  a  person  unaccustomed  to  stimulants  is  induced  for  the 
first  time  to  take  a  glass  of  spirits,  an  instantaneous  excitement  is 
produced.  The  pulse  becomes  more  frequent ;  the  face  is  flushed ; 
and  the  functions  of  the  body  and  the  mmd  are  hurried ;  the  en 
sparkles  ;  the  tongue  is  unloosed ;  the  imagination  is  excited ;  uw 
whole  scene  assumes  the  appearance  of  vivacity,  and  f^,  and  ^* 
happiness. 


96  AMERICAN  TEMPEBANCE   SOCIETT. 

But,  after  all,  it  is  unnatural.  It  is  not  the  glow  of  health.  It  is 
not  the  vivacity  of  youth.     It  is  not  the  buoyancy  of  innocence. 

It  is  the  flush  of  approaching  fever ;  the  excitement  of  momen- 
tary delirium ;  the  hilarity  of-  &e  incipient  maniac ;  and  it  cannot 
endure.  Lassitude,  weakness  and  depression  are  its  inevitable  re- 
sults. A  shock  has  been  given  to  the  constitution ;  the  laws  of 
healdi  and  life  have  been  violated,  and  the  first  chastisement  inflicted. 

Suppose  the  warning  to  be  disregarded,  and  habits  of  daily  tip- 
pling established.  The  rosy  hue  of  health  is  exchanged  for  a  deep 
scaiTet ;  the  eye  loses  its  intelligence ;  tlie  voice  becomes  husky ;  tlie 
blood  parts  with  its  florid  color ;  die  appetite  is  impaired  ;  the  mus- 
cles waste  ;  the  face  is  bloated ;  and  m  rapid  succession  the  liver, 
the  digestive  organs,  the  lungs,  and  heart,  and  brain,  lose  their  vital 
forces,  and  but  imperfectly  perform  their  functions  ;  and  sooner  or 
later  the  constitution  is  broken  down,  organic  disease  supervenes, 
and  death  closes  the  scene. 

Since  life  is  extinct,  send  now  for  a  surgeon,  and  let  the  body  be 
inspected  for  the  benefit  of  the  living. 

The  stomach  is  enlarged  or  contracted  ;  often  indurated,  and  al- 
ways diseased  ;  the  intestinal  canal,  a  mass  of  disease  ;  the  mucous 
membrane  through  its  whole  extent,  irritated;  the  liver,  shrunk, 
dense,  discolored,  and  its  vessels  nearly  obliterated;  the  lungs y  eor 
gorged,  adhering,  often  filled  with  tubercles ;  the  brain^  hardened, 
as  if  it  had  been  immersed  for  weeks  in  alcohol. 

Every  tissue  proclaims  but  too  distincdy  the  injuries  it  has  receiv- 
ed. There  are  no  marks  of  weakness  or  decrepitude,  as  the  result 
of  natural  decay  and  advancing  age ;  but  all  the  organs,  in  accents 
awfully  impressive,  speak  of  poison,  of  madness,  of  self-immolation. 
The  anatomist  turns  away  in  horror ;  the  last  funeral  rites  are  per- 
formed ;  tlie  earth  closes  over  the  dust ;  tlie  scene  is  forgotten. 

This  k  the  short  history  of  thousands  in  our  own  time  and  coun- 
try, and  of  untold  millions  of  other  times  and  in  other  lands. 

Could  I  present  a  picture  of  all  the  diseases  and  deatli-bed  scenes 
occasioned  by  spirits,  which  it  has  been  my  painful  lot  to  witness 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  every  one  present  would  involuntarily 
start  back  with  horror ;  the  feeling  would  be  universal.  If  such  are 
the  effects  of  spirits,  let  them  be  banished  fi-om  the  world. 

If  the  preceding  remarks  are  well  founded,  to  a  man  in  health 
tliere  is  no  such  thing  as  a  temperate  use  of  spirits.  In  any  quantity, 
they  are  an  enemy  to  the  human  constitution ;  their  influence  upon 
the  physical  organs  is  unfavorable  to  health  and  life :  they  produce 
weakness,  and  not  strength  ;  sickness,  and  not  health  ;  deatli,  and  not 
life.  Is  die  moderate  use,  or  any  use,  of  such  an  anicle  as  this,  to 
be  accounted  temperance  ? 

I  appeal  to  every  philanthropist,  patriot,  Chrisdan,  to  take  part  in 
the  reform ;  to  avoid  the  use  of  spirits  as  a  violatbn  of  the  laws  of 
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life ;  to  abstain  fixHn  the  iinhoty  traffic  as  finom  a  tntSc  in  human 

blood.''     {Dr.  Alden's  Address.) 
"We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  declare. our  convicticm,  that 

ardent  spirits  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  nourishing  article  of  diet ; 

that  the  habitual  use  of  them  is  a  principal  cause  of  disease^  pOyertr, 

^uid  misery  in  this  place  ;  and  that  the  entire  disuse  of  them,  would 
j)oweriuUy  contribute  to  improve  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  com- 
munt^." 

"This  document  has  received  the  signatures  of  four  Professors  of 
%he  Medical  Faculty  in  the  Umversity,  of  eleven  MiBmbers  of  the 
IRoyal  College  of  Phjrsicians,  of  the  President  and  twenty-seven 
IFeilows  of  die  Royal  College  of  Siargeons,  and  of  thiriy-focir  other 
xnedical  practitioners : — 77  in  all."  (Itepart  Glasgow  Temp.  Sac.) 
"  We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  declare  that,  in  our  opinion,  noth* 
mng  would  tend  so  much  to  the  imjjhrovernent  of  the  health  of  the 
<x>mmunity  as  an  entire  disuse  of  ardent  spirits,  which  we  consider 
OS  the  most  productive  cause  of  the  diseases  and  consequent  pover- 
ty and  wretchedness  of  the  working  classes  of  Dublin : — 


.Alex.  Jackson,  M.  D., 
State  Physician. 

3*0110  Crampton,  M.  D., 
Pro£  Mat  Med. 
Carmichael. 
>.  L'Estrange. 
.  Wilmot,  Prof.  Surgery. 

S^bilip   Crampton,  Sur- 
geoD  General. 

K.  M.  Peile. 

*11km.  Milb,  M.  D. 

Cusack  Roney. 

'J,  Clieyne,M.  D.,  Phy- 
sician General. 

-^.  Colles,  Pro£  of  Sur- 

^F^rands  Barker,  M.  D., 

Prot  Chem.  T.  C.  D. 
1*bos.  H.  Orpen,  M.  D. 
S,  B.  Labatt,  M.  D. 


John    O'Brien,    M.   D., 

Vice-Presid.   K.   and 

Q.  Coll. 
John  Breen,  M.  D. 
Thos.  Hewson. 
J.  W.  Cusack. 
Hen.  Marsh,  M.  D.,  Prof. 

Med.  Pract.  Coll.  Sur. 
Eph.  M'Dowel. 
N.  Adams,  M.  D. 
J.  Browne,  M.  D. 
John  Houston. 
John  McDonnell. 
J.  Harvey,  M.  D. 
R.  L.  Nunn. 
Com.  Daly,  M.  D. 
Will.  Auchinleck. 
Francis  White. 
R.     M'Namara,     Prof. 

Mat.  Med. 


Rob.  Ben,  M.  D. 

Maurice  ColBs. 

C.  E.  n.  CKven. 

W.  Stokei^  M.  D. 

J.  A.  Crawford,  M.  D. 

W.  W.  Campbell. 

Will.  Renny: 

J.  Kirby. 

John  Osborne,  M.  D. 

W.  J.  Morgati,  M.  D 

R.Collltig,M.  D.,Ma»- 

ter  Lying-in  Hosp. 
John  Mollan,  M.  D. 
G.  A.  Kennedy,  M.  D. 
Rob.  Law,  M.  D. 
Ch.  Johnson,  M.  D. 
George  Hayden. 
C.  J.  Madden. 
J.  C.  Brennan." 


"  Being  thoroughly  convinced,  by  long  and  extensive  observation 
amongst  Uie  poor  and  middling  classes,  that  there  does  not  exist  a 
inore  productive  cause  of  disease,  and  consequent  poverty  and 
Wretchedness,  than  the  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirits,  I  cannot  there- 
fore hesitate  to  recommend  the  entire  disuse  olsuch  a  poison,  rather 
than  incur  the  risks  necessarily  connected  with  its  most  moderate 
Use.  "William  Hartt, 

"  Physician  to  the  Prisons  of  Dublin." 
{Glasgow  Temperance  Society  Record,) 

*'  In  Glasgow,  according  to  Dr.  Cleland's  Tables,  4here  has  been  a 
veiy  great  increase  in  the  mortality  since  1822,  the  year  in  ^AacM 
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the  duty  od  distilled  spirit  was  reduced.  In  1821,  the  number  of 
deaths  was  3686 ;  in  1822, 3690 — ^being  an  increase  only  of  4 ;  but 
in  1823,  the  year  when  the  low  duties  began  to  operate,  the  m(»rtal- 
ity  rose  to  4627 ;  and  in  1824,  it  amounted  to  4670,  being  an  »fi- 
crease,  in  the  former  year,  of  no  less  than  937,  and  in  the  latter,  of 
980  deaths,  compared  widi  1822."     (Do.) 

"  Let  every  man  who  indulges  in  the  use  of  spirits,  ponder  well  on 
the  declaration  of  a  committee  of  one  of  the  most  enhghtened  med- 
ical societies  in  our  land.  ^  Beyond  comparison,  greater  is  the  risk 
of  life  undergone  m  nearly  all  diseases,  of  whatever  description,  when 
they  occur  in  those  unfortunate  men  who  have  been  previou^y  dis- 
ordered by  those  poisons.'  Such  men  too,  it  may  be  added,  are 
much  more  liable  to  the  attacks  of  disease  than,  those  who  totally 
abstain  fix)m  alcohol.  In  both  these  ways,  therefore,  the  use  of 
Sj^ts,  even  in  the  greatest  moderation,  tends  to  shorten  life." 
(jProf.  HitchcocVs  Address.) 

^'  Of  33  persons  found  dead  in  one  city,  29  were  killed  by  intem- 
perance. 

Of  77  persons  foimd  dead  in  different  places,  the  deaths  of  67, 
according  to  the  coroners'  inquests,  were  occasioned  by  strong  drink. 

Of  94  adults,  who  died  in  one  city,  in  one  year,  the  deaths  of 
more  than  one  third  were,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  Medi- 
cal Association,  caused,  or  hastened,  direcdy  or  indirectly,  by  in- 
temperance. 

And  m  another  city,  of  67  adults  who  died  in  one  year,  28  were 
killed  in  the  same  way.  Who  slew  all  these  ?  And  who  will  be  held 
responsible  at  the  divme  tribunal  ?  Those  who  were  knowingly  ac- 
cessory, by  fiimishmg  the  liquor,  and  those  who  were  actively  mstru- 
mental  in  producing  the  result;  in  violation  of  the  command,  ^  Thou 
shalt  not  TciU.^  "1  know  that  the  cup  is  poisoned — ^I  know  that  it 
may  cause  his  death — ^I  know  that  it  may  cause  more  than  death — 
that  it  may  lead  him  to  crime — to  sin — ^to  the  tortures  of  everlasting 
remorse.  Am  I  not  then  a  murderer 9  worse  than  a  murderer?  as 
much  worse  as  the  soul  is  better  than  the  body." 
"If  ardent  spirits  were  nothing  worse  than  a  deadly  poison — ^if  they 
did  not  excite  and  inflame  all  the  evil  passions— if  they  did  not 
dim  tliat  heavenly  lidit,  which  the  Almighty  has  implanted  in  our 
bosoms  to  guide  us  through  the  obscure  passages  of  our  pilgrimage 
— ^if  they  did  not  quench  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  they  would 
be  comparatively  hannless.  It  is  their  moral  eflfect — it  is  the  ruin 
of  the  soul  which  they  produce,  that  renders  them  so  dreadful. 
The  difference  between  death  by  simple  poison,  and  death  by  ha- 
bitual intoxication,  may  extend  to  the  whole  difference  between  ev- 
erlasting happiness  and  eternal  death."    {Judge  CrancKs  Address.) 
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O.     (p.  57.) 

From  authentic  documents,  coUecjted  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Barbour, 
wliich  are  soon  to  be  published,  with  remarks, — a  copy  of  which 
ought  to  be  in  die  hands  of  every  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  every 
church  member  in  the  United  States, — it  appears  that,  from  136 
churches,  more  than  360  persons  have  been  excommunicated  for 
intemperance ;  an4  more  tiian  200  otliers  for  immoralities  to  which, 
it  is  supposed,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  led  them.  In  1634  cases 
of  discipline,  more  tlian  800  of  tliem  were  For  intemperance ;  and 
more  than  400  others,  it  is  believed,  from  the  best  uiiormation  that 
can  be  obtained,  were  for  immoralities  occasioned  by  the  use  of 
strong  drink.  More  than  seven  eighths  of  all  the  difficulties  in 
churches,  have  probably  resulted  from  this  evil ;  and  so  long  as 
members  of  churches  use  ardent  spirit,  or  traffic  in  it,  they  are 
instrumental  in  producing  and  perpetuating  tliese  evils.  This  is  the 
case  witli  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  traffic,  whether  members  of 
the  church  or  not.  And  should  they,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  continue 
this  destructive  business,  they  will  not,  when  its  effects  shall  be 
thoroughly  understood,  be  able  to  give  credible  evidence  to  any  one, 
that  they  arc  good  men. 

The  following  resolution  has  already  been  adopted  by  the 
General  Convention  of  New  Hampshire,  the  Pastoral  Association, 
and  the  General  Association  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  General 
Association  of  Connecticut;  bodies  embracing  more  than  600 
evangelical  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  and  it  expresses,  no  doubt,  the 
views  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Christians  and  philanthropic 
men,  in  all  parts  of  our  land : — 

"  As  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  for  persons  in  health,  is  not  only 
needless,  but  hurtful ; — as  it  tends  to  form  intemperate  appetites  and 
habits ;  and  while  it  is  continued,  the  evils  oi  intemperance  can 
never  be  done  away ; — as  it  causes  a  great  portion  of  the  pauperism, 
crimes  and  wretchedness  of  the  community  ;  increases  the  number, 
frequency  and  violence  of  diseases ;  depnves  many  of  reason,  and 
brings  down  multitudes  to  an  untimely  grave ; — as  it  tends  to  pro- 
duce in  the  children  of  those  who  use  it  a  predisposition  to  intem- 
perance, insanity,  and  various  diseases ;  ana  to  cause  a  universal 
deterioration  of  both  body  and  mind ; — as  it  tends  to  prevent  the 
efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  all  the  means  which  God  has  provided 
for  the  moral  and  spiritual  illumination  and  purification  of  men,  and 
thus  to  ruin  them  for  both  worlds, — ^Therefore, 

'^  Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as  an 
article  of  luxury  or  diet,  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  require- 
ments of  the  Christian  religion,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned  tbrou^ 
out  the  Christian  world. 
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.  *'  And  we  would  express  our  deep  regret,  that,  after  all  the  light 
which,  in  the  course  oiprovidence,  has  been  thrown  on  this  subject 
by  physicians,  jurists,  philanthropists  and  Christians,  any  sober  man, 
especially  any  member  of  a  Christian  church,  should  be  ibund  en- 
ga^d  in  this  destructive  traffic." 

The  Methodist  Quarterly  Conference,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
March  16,  1831,  adopted  the  following,  viz : — 

*^  Believing  the  manufacture^  sale  and  use  of  ardent  spirits  to  be 
unnecessary,  injurious,  and  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  profes- 
sion,— therefore,  resolved,  that  we  will  not  manufacture,  sell  or  use 
ardent  spirits,  and  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  discountenance 
the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of  them  by  others." 

The  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  say,  "  Beinc  deeply  convinced 
that  the  manufacture  and  sal^,  as  well  as  use,  of  ardent  spirits,  are 
inconsistent  with  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  therefore 
incompatible  with  the  Christian  profession  and  character,  we  do 
hereby  express  our  decided  disapprobation  of  our  members  beins 
concerned  in  the  distWaiion  and  traMc  of  ardent  spirits ;  and 
with  these  views  the  members  of  this  Conference  invite  all  our  lay 
brethren  to  get  up  petitions  and  memorials  for  the  next  Greneral 
Conference,  prayinc  that  respectable  body  to  take  such  measures 
as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  judge  best,  to  prevent  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  by  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  And  we  also  pledge  ourselves  to  aid  such  of  our  lay 
brethren,  in  our  respective  circuits  and  stations,  as  may  attempt  to 
get  up  such  memorials ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
me  other  Annual  Conferences,  and  our  lay  brethren  throughout  the 
connection,  to  this  important  subject ;  and  request  them  to  adopt 
similar  measures  in  relation  to  it,  that  the  General  Conference  may 
have  before  them  a  full  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  our  people 
on  this  subject,  throughout  the  whole  connection." 

Similar  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference, and  various  other  bodies.  And  no  doubt,  if  temperate 
men  do  their  duty,  this  will  soon  be  the  conviction  of  the  whole 
Christian  world.  What  stronger  evidence  can  there  be  that  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  religion, 
than  the  facts  which  are  exhibited  in  the  foregoing  Report ! 


P.     (p.  52.) 

The  first  public  meeting  of  the  London  Temperance  Socief 
was  held  on  the  29th  of  June.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Lo 
Mayor,  expressing  his  regret  that  official  engagements  prevented  I 
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attendance ;  whereupon  Sir  John  Webb,  Director  General  of 
Medical  Department  of  the  Ordnance,  was  called  to  preside,     i 
taking  the  chair,  he  mentioned  the  evils  of  spirit-drinking  in  t 
army  and  navy,  and  in  tlie  community  at  large,  as  they  hacFcon 
before  him  as  a  magistrate.     Intemperance,  in  his  opinion,  was  tl. 
cause  of  most  of  the  vices  that  prevailed. 

The  Secretar}'  then  read  a  Report,  exhibiting  tlie  principles  oi 
the  Society,  and  the  progress  of  temperance  in  America,  and  ir. 
Scotland  and  Ireland.     In  England,  30  Societies  had  alres^dy  been 
formed,  and  100,000  tracts  put  into  circulation. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  W.  Allen,  Esq.,  the  Solici- 
tor General  of  Ireland,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  r.  Smith,  Professor  Edgar  of 
Belfast,  Rev.  Dr.  Hewit  of  Connecticut,  Rev.  Dr.  Bennet,  Mr. 
Collins  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  Carre,  of  New  Ross,  Irehnd,  the  Bishop 
of  Chester,  and  Rev.  G.  Clayton. 

The  Solicitor  General  of  Ireland^  after  alluding  to  liis  official 
connection  with  another  Temperance  Society  (the  Hibernian),  and 
his  devotion  to  the  cause,  proceeded  to  give  his  views  at  length  on 
three  points — the  objects  of  Temperance  Societies — the  necessity 
of  them — and  the  adequacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by  them  to 
secure  their  end. 

"  The  object  of  Temperance  Societies  was  simple  and  single ;  it 
was  but  one.  The  principle  was  so  simple,  that  it  was  amazing  it 
had  escaped  the  skill,  the  ingenuity  and  the  talent  of  so  many  cen- 
turies, and  had  remained  to  be  discovered,  within  tlie  last  few  years, 
by  a  clergyman  in  one  of  the  Nortliern  States  of  America.  The 
simple  principle  was,  that  the  common  use  of  ardent  spirits  was 
one  of  tne  chief  causes  of  the  crimes,  the  misery,  the  poverty,  and 
the  distress  of  mankind  in  the  present  day ;  and  that  there  was  one 
efficient  remedy  for  the  subjugation  of  that  hostile  principle,  which 
had  been  preying  against  man's  best  interests  for  so  long  a  period 
of  time ;  namely,  that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  all  who  loved 
themselves,  who  loved  their  neighbors,  and  who  venerated  their 
God,  to  abstain  from  ardent  spirits  themselves,  and  by  influence, 
example,  and  authority,  to  discountenance  the  use  of  them  in  others. 
Suppose  ardent  spints  were  altogether  unknown — suppose  the 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  distilling  them  was  lost — ^vvould  there  not 
be  a  gain  by  the  loss  ?  Oh,  there  would  be  great  losers  by  it ;  all 
the  dram-shops  would  be  shut  up,  the  public  houses  would  be 
closed  ; — but  much  of  tlie  Sabbath-breaking  would  be  put  an  end  to ; 
much  of  blasphemy  would  be  stopped  ;  much  of  perjury,  swearing, 
assault,  riot,  and  even  murder,  would  be  banished  from  the  land. 
Temperance  Societies  wanted  to  get  rid  of  these  poison  shops  alto- 
gether. That  was  the  ol)ject  of  the  present  meetmg ;  and  was 
uiere  any  man,  who  had  the  heart  of  a  man,  that  would  raise  Us 
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hand  against  it?  The  language  was,  perhaps,  too  strong,  but  he 
was  about  to  say,  Was  there  any  man  so  cold-blooded,  so  careless, 
so  indifferent  about  the  interests  of  his  neighbor,  as  to  stand  neuter 
when  ati  intestine  war  was  waging  between  holy  and  unholy  prin- 
ciples ?  Yet  that  was  the  situation  in  which  these  stood  who  called 
themselves  the  temperate  drinkers  of  the  present  day.  Tlie  sword 
was  drawn,  the  war  was  proclaimed,  temperate  members  of  society 
against  ardent  spirits ;  and  how  could  these  men  answer  for  it  to 
their  conscience,  who  were  quietly  standing  by  ?  They  were  trai- 
tors to  the  cause.  He  would  enforce  the  Atlienian  intestinal  war 
act  against  them,  that,  where  two  parties  were  contending,  the  man 
who  stood  neuter  should  be  put  to  death.  He  begged  permission 
to  give  his  idea  of  a  temperate  man,  because  he  knew  that  legal 
subtleties  had  been  set  up  against  these  institutions.  A  temperate 
man  was  he  whose  reason  ruled  his  appetite,  and  die  intemperate 
man  was  he  whose  reason  was  ruled  by  his  appetite.  No  man,  in 
liis  humble  judgment,  could  be  considered  a  temperate  man,  who, 
to  indulge  his  appetite,  would  do  an  injury  either  to  himself,  or, 
above  aU,  to  his  neighbor.  Now,  if  he  were  right  in  that  definition, 
and  if  he  could  show  that  the  man  who  used  ardent  spirits,  in  the 
most  moderate  degree,  was  doing  an  injury  to  his  neighbor,'  then 
he  dethroned  him  from  tlie  situation  in  which  he  had  placed  him- 
self as  a  temperate  man ;  and  the  individual  was,  according  to  the 
true,  logical,  and  philosophical  definition  of  the  word  temperate,  an 
intemperate  man. 

Let  all  persons  become  subscribers  to  this  institution,  and, 
without  adding  one  shilling  to  their  expenses,  they  would  cut  off  ten 
millions  of  expenditure,  which  they  would  have  in  their  pockets  to 
contribute  to  benevolent  societies.  The  honorable  and  learned  gende- 
man  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  three  fourths  of  the  cases  of  crime, 
of  premature  death,  and  of  lunacy,  and  other  violent  and  distressing 
maladies,  were  occasioned  by  intemperance.  And  he  would  ask, 
whether,  if  there  were  a  person  present  who  would  refuse  to  become 
a  subscriber  to  this  institution,  that  person  were  not  an  accessory  to 
the  commission  of  these  crimes,  and  to  the  procurement  of  these 
ills.  He  would  boldly  state,  that  if  any  person,  after  examining 
the  documents  which  he  should  now  present  to  the  meeting,  could 
coldly  stand  back,  and  say,  **  I  will  not  support  your  Society,  and 
thus  give  to  the, public  the  benefit  of  my  example,"  that  individual 
tvould  be  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  an  accessory  to  the  evUs 
which  spring  from  this  fruitful  source  of  crime,  disease,  and  death. 
The  honorable  and  learned  gendeman  here  read  the  certificates  to 
which  he  had  referred.  The  first  was  that  of  the  Physician-General 
of  Ireland  ;  the  second  was  signed  by  77  profesaonal  men  of  Ed- 
inburgh ;  he  had  others,  also,  mm  Manchester,  Bradford,  and  other 
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respectable  and  populous  towns.  Tliey  all  reprobated,  in  strong 
terms,  the  use  oi  ardent  spirits,  as  dangerous  to  ttie  health  and 
existence  of  those  who  indulged  in  them,  and  recommended  tlieir 
'  entire  disuse.  These  physicians,  the  honorable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman proceeded,  had  told  the  meeting,  that  out  of  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  grew  the  direst  maladies  to  which  the  human  frame  is 
subject. 

He  bad  been  long  in  the  habit  of  prosecutins  criminals  at  the 
bar  of  Justice  in  Ireland,  and  he  could  state  positively,  that  at  least 
three  iourtlis  of  the  criminals  tried  there,  were  led  on  to  crime  by 
intemperance.  The  greater  part  of  the  crimes  which  were  com- 
mitted in  Ireland,  were  the  results  of  intoxication — of  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits.  He  had  the  sanction  of  all  the  high  authorities  in 
Dublin  to  the  statement,  that  the  disuse  of  ardent  spirits  would  be 
one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  crime  there.  And 
would  not  the  same  cause  produce  similar  effects  in  London  ? 

An  individual,  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  cells  of 
the  condemned,  had  told  him  that  a  condemned  criminal  had  stated, 
that  the  plan  adopted  in  the  commission  of  murder,  was,  to  get  hold 
of  some  man  fond  of  liquor,  and,  having  taken  him  to  a  public 
house,  having  there  made  him  high  in  spirits,  to  reveal  gradually 
the  plan  laid  for  robbery  and  murcier,  and  then  to  prevail  on  him 
to  execute  the  fatal  deed.  First,  hints  would  be  thrown  out,  and 
then  more  explicit  statements  would  be  made ;  and  he  who  at  first 
shuddered  at  the  very  thought  of  crime,  would  ultimately  yield  to 
the  effects  of  liquor  and  persuasion,  and  consent  to  do  the  deadly 
act  proposed  to  him." 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  a  letter  which  was  read,  stated,  that  no 
person  had  greater  hostility  to  dram-drinking  than  himself;  inas- 
much as  he  never  sufiered  spmts  to  be  in  his  house,  considering 
them  to  be  evU  spirits  ;  and  if  the  poor  could  see  the  white  livers, 
the  dropsies,  and  the  shattered  nervous  systems  which  he  had  seen 
as  the  consequences  of  drinking,  they  would  be  aware  that  spirits 
and  poisons  are  synonymous  terms.     {Boston  Recorder,) 


Q.     (p.  55.) 

The  following  is  the  form  of  agreement  entered  into  by  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  assembled  at  Williamsburg,  August  1,  1774: — 

"  Art.  3d.   Considering  the  article  of  tea  as  the  detestable  instrur 
nen^  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  sufl^nes  of 
distressed  friends  in  the  town  of  Boston,  we  view  it  with 
and  therefore. 
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**  Re$ob>ed,  That  we  will  not,  from  this  day,  import  tea,  of  any 
kind  wfaateTer ;  nor  will  we  use  it,  nor  sufier  such  of  it  as  may  now 
be  CO  hand  to  be  used,  in  any  of  our  families." 

And  they  say,  *'  that,  in  view  of  the  grievances  and  distresses 
inflicted  by  the  hand  of  power  on  the  people,  they  recommend  their 
association  to  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  hoping  they  will  ac- 
cede to  it  cheerfully."  Their  hopes  were  not  disappointed.  Sim- 
Dar  associatioDS  were  formed  throughout  the  land ;  and  posterity,  to 
an  fiiture  generations,  will  experience  the  benefit. 

And  says  a  distinguished  civilian,  *'  What  have  we  here  ?  An 
association  on  the  principle  of  total  abstinence.  The  men  of  '74, 
it  seems,  were  no  strangers  to  this  wonder-working  principle ;  and 
they  brougjht  it  forward  in  aid  of  one  of  the  noblest  causes  that 
ever  attracted  the  admiration  and  sympathies  of  the  worM.  The 
Viiginia  delegates  lodced  upon  tea,  with  its  slavish  appendage, 
'  with  honor.'  So  do  we,  I  hope,  look  with  equal  horror  upon  mmj 
with  the  slavery  annexed  to  that.  They  resolve  to  abstain  from 
tea,  and  invite  all  others  to  do  the  same.  We,  in  our  turn,  abstain 
from  nun,  and  entreat  all  others  to  do  the  same.  What  was  the 
slavery  of  drinking  tea,  in  comparison  with  the  slavery  occasioned 
by  rufn-drinking,  with  all  the  abominations  unutterable  it  brings  on 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  men  !  Why,  then,  are  not  bonds  for  toul 
abstinence  from  ruMf  in  1831,  as  necessary  and  proper  as  the  same 
bonds  to  abstain  from  tea,  in  1774?  Did  the  men  of  '74  and  '76 
drive  too  fast,  or  carry  matters  to  an  extreme  ?  We  answer,  No. 
We  all  unitedly  commend  their  wisdom,  energy,  and  self-denial. 
With  these  they  gained  our  independence.  How  is  it,  then,  that 
Temperance  Societies  drive  too  fast  ?  As  tea  was  once  detested 
because  it  was  the  instrument  that  brought  so  much  distress  on  our 
citiaeos,  we  would  call  upon  all  moderate  drinkers  to  detest  ardent 
spirit,  apd  hi  it  alone;  and  would  entreat  them  to  have  com- 
passion for  the  distresses  of  their  miserable  fellow  creatures,  who 
)uv  consuming  away  in  the  fires  of  intemperance." 

Aiul  if  the  men,  who,  in  '76,  continued  to  traffic  in  tea,  were 
\ie\vtHl  as  traitors,  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  oppression  of  their 
aHu\in',  how  ought  the  men  to  be  viewed  who  continue,  now, 
U^  unUfie  in  rujn?  Are  they  not  aiding  in  the  promotion  of  intem- 
t^nuHH)  and  all  its  abominations?  And  will  they  not  be  held  re- 
>(K^^!tthle  at  the  divine  tribunal?  Judge  ye,  and  in  such  a  manner 
ihAt  \our  judgment  wiU  not  be  reversed  in  the  day  of  final  decision. 
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R.     (p.  65.) 

Albaht,  Petrvary  10, 1831. 

CIRCULAR 

Of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance 
Society y  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  Com-- 
.  man  Sdiools  in  this  State, 

GsirrLBMBir, 

The  Executive  Ccnumittee,  when  they  accepted  their  appoint- 
ment, felt  themselves  pledged  to  the  public  to  make  every  e^rt  in 
Aeir  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  temperance ;  and  also,  from  time 
to  time,  to  recommend  such  measures  as  appear  to  them  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  its  success.  The  attention  of  the  Committee  has 
recently  been  strongly  directed  to  the  Importance  of  impressing  the 
minds  of  our  youth  on  this  important  subject,  and  preserving  them, 
as  fiur  as  possible,  from  the  dangers  of  intemperance.  By  me  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  appears  that  there  are  9,063  dis- 
trict schools  in  the  state,  containing  500,000  pupils.  If  a  Temper- 
ance Society  could  be  formed  in  each  of  these  schools,  and  each 
pupQ  become  a  member  as  soon  as  of  sufficient  age  to  understand 
the  nature  of  the  obli^dons,  it  could  not  but  operate  most  benefi- 
ciaDy ;  and  the  Committee  do  not  doubt  but  there  may  be  found,  in 
every  school  in  the  state,  sufficient  intelligence  and  proper  feeling 
Id  induce  them  to  form  associations,  if  their  attention  could  be  prop- 
etfycaHed  to  the  subject,  and  properly  directed  m  the  first  instance. 
jTou,  gentlemen,  as  having  the  charge  of  common  schools  in  each 
town  of  the  state,  have  it  in  your  power  to  bring  about  so  desirable 
a  result ;  and  we  most  earnestly  and  most  respectfully  commend  the 
subject  to  your  consideration.  The  Committee  would  recommend, 
diat  the  teachers  of  common  schools  should  be  selected  from  the 
perscms  viho  practise  on  the  principle  of  total  abstinence  from  strong 
drink — fiur  without  this  beginning,  we  think  nothing  effectual 
can  be  accomplished ;  that  the  youth  of  the  schoob  be  addressed 
on  the  subject  hy  their  teachers  or  the  commissioners,  and  advised 
to  fimn  an  association  in  each  school,  on  the  principle  of  entire  ab- 
stinence. The  pupils  should  elect  their  president,  vice-president, 
secretary,  treasurer  and  executive  committee,  fix)m  their  own  ouxor 
ber ;  their  proceedings  to  be  registered  in  a  book,  with  the  names 
of  the  members  subscribed,  and  kept  m  the  school.  Bv  a  little  as- 
sistance from  the  teachers,  at  the  first  organization,  the  Societieff  .  * 
would  be  able  to  conduct  their  meetings  (which  should  take  (daiM 
as  (rften  as  once  a  month),  when  the  members  should  ddiver  gd- 
dresses  or  read  publications  on  the  subject  of  intemperance.    SlioiiU 

14 


106  AJCERICAN  tEMPEBANCE   SOCIETY. 

you  think  proper  to  adopt  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee,  they 
would  further  recommend,  that  the  anniversaries  of  the  Societies  in 
the  common  schools  should  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber in  each  year,  to  enable  them  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the 
Town  Societies,  who,  it  is  expected,  will  hold  their  anniversary  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  November.  They  should  report  to  the  Town 
Societies  the  namQs  of  their  president  and  secretaiy,  the  number  of 
members,  and  any  other  interesting  information.  The  State  Soci- 
ety would  thus  be  enabled  to  foru^rd  to  these  Societies  their  annual 
reports  and  other  papers,  as  the  Town  Societies  will  report  to  the 
County  Societies,  and  the  County  to  the  State  Society. 

REUBEN  H.  WALWORTH, 

Presideni. 

EDWARD  C.  DELAVAN, 
JOHN  F.  BACON, 
JOHN  T.  NORTON, 
,  '-  ,  HENRY  TROWBRIDGE, 

'  RICHARD  V.  DE  WITT. 

ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL, 
JOSHUA  A.  BURKE; 

Executwe  CammitUe, 


f " 


FORM  OF  A  CONSTITUTION 

rOR  AN 

AUXILIARY  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY. 


Art.  1.  This   Society  shall  be  caUed  the 


Temperance  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety. 

Art.  2.  Any  person  subscribing  this  Constitution,  shall  be  a 
member  of  this  Society. 

Art.  3.  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  believing  that 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  hurtful  to  the 
social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of  men,  agree  that  we  will  not 
use  them,  or  traffic  in  them ;  nor  will  we  provide  them  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  friends,  or  for  persons  in  our  employment ;  and  in  all 
suitable  ways  we  will  discountenance  the  use  of  them  throughout 
the  community. 

Art.  4,  TTie  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor,  who  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  and  shall  perform  the  duties  customarily  assigned  to  such 
officers. 

Art.  5.  The  officers  of  thb  Society,  and  such  otlier  members 
as  shall  be  appointed  for  tlmt  purpose,  shaS  constitute  an  Executive 
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Committeey  and  perform  the  various  duties  which  are  needful  in  or- 
der to  promote  habits  of  temperance  to  the  greatest  extent ;  and 
shall  report  annualhr  to  the  Society. 

Abt.  6.  This  SDciety  shall  meet  annually,  on  the 

day  of ,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Executive 

Committee  shall  appoint. 

Abt.  7.  Any  person,  by  giving  a  written  notice  to  the  Secretary, 

may,  at  any  annual  meeting,  withdraw  from  this  Society ;   and  this 

CoDStitution  mav,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by  a  recommendation  of 

the  Executive  Committee,  be  altered  by  a  vote  of  two  tliirds  of  the 

members  of  the  Society. 

p.  8.  All  &ct8  connected  with  the  promotion  of  temperance,  and  which  ar9 
adApted  to  be  naefnl  to  the  public,  the  Secretary  is  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
£ditor  of  the  Journal  of  Humanity. 


3Tlc  Way  to  form  a  Temj^erance  Society  on  the  Plan  of  the  fore-- 

going  Constitution, 

After  the  (acts  concerning  the  nature  and  effects  of  dbtilled  liquors 
Ixare  been  made  known,  and  circulated  throughout  the  community^ 
I^^  a  few  friends  of  temperance,  who  have  in  i  practice  adopted  the 
plan  of  entire  abstinence  from  the  use  and  the  traffic  in  these  licjpors, 

Eirepare  a  constitution,  and  sign  it  themselves ;  and  let  it  be  signed 
y  as  many  of  both  sexes  in  their  own  families  as  wish  to  belong  to 
tlve  Societyr.     Then  let  the  constitution  be  shown  to  all  others  who 
^rtdi  to  see  it,  and  receive  the  signatures  of  aD,  both  male  and  fe- 
niale,  who  have  in  practice  adopted  the  plan,  and  choose  to  unite 
^xi  such  an  association.     After  all  such  persons  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  sign  it,  let  them,  and  all  others  who  wish  to  unite  with 
^em,  be  invited  to  come  together,  and  appoint  their  officers,  and 
'^fansact  any  other  business  which  the  cause  of  temperance  requires. 
In  this  way  they  will  avoid  the  error,  into  which  some  have  fallen^ 
^  calling  togemer  the  enemies  of  temperance,  to  decide  whether  it 
is  expedient  for  its  friends  to  form  a  Temperance  Society.     All 
coBisioa  will  be  avoided,  the  Society  be  formed  with  kmdness  and 
hannony,  and  great  good  will  be  accomplished.     With  a  Tempe- 
mice  Society  may,  in  many  cases,  be  connected  a  library  of  useful 
books.      Stated  or  occasional  meetings  may  be  held,  to  obtam  and 
communicate  information ;   when  all  who  have  adopted  the  plan  of 
absdnence,  and  are   dbposed,   may  have  opportunity  to  join  the 
Society. 

In  many  places.  Societies,  which,  in  this  way,  began  with  a  few 
individuab,  nave,  from  their  obvious  utili^,  m  a  short  time  increased 
to  hundreds,  and  have  accomplished  great  good  to  the  cooununity. 
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The  Benefits  of  a  Temperance  Society  in  a  Town  of  ah^ut  one 

thousand  Inhabitants. 

1.  The  annual  expense  of  ardent  spirit    lessened    more    than 
$9000. 

2.  The  number  of  retailers  reduced  from  17  toO. 

3.  The  number  of  drunkards  lessened  24. 

4.  More  than  20  drunkards  completely  reformed. — {Cwnberlmd 
County  Rep, — Maine,) 


Benefits  of  a  Temperance  Society  in  a  Town  of  about  (w6  ihM- 

sand  Inhabitants, 

1.  No  person  in  the  place  who  has  become  intemperate  within 
the  last  ibur  years. 

2.  No  drunkard  but  what  has  been  improved^-^^  of  intoxica- 
tion less  frequent. 

3.  Sober  drinkers  greatly  improved— drink  much  less  than  for- 
merly— and  had  rather  not  b6  seen  when  they  drink — are  evidently 
ashamed  of  it — and  when  they  purchase,  choose  to  go  in  the  m^t. 

4.  Families  of  the  poor  rising — are  better  clothed  and  fed— the 
children  more  generally  at  school,  and  their  parents  much  more  use- 
ful and  happy. 

5.  The  prayers  of  a  greater  number  rising,  we  trust  from  the 
heart,  for  spiritual  blessings  on  themselves  and  their  children. 

6.  Open  revilers,  from  amcng  whom  the  ranks  of  drunkards^ 
thinned  by  death,  were  annuaUy  supplied,  are  approximating  in  their 

,  habits  towards  the  habits  of  those  temperate  men  against  whom 
they  reviled. 

7.  All  are  more  safe ; — and  let  the  friends  of  temperance  per- 
severe, and  the  prospect  is,  that  three  fourths,  of  those  who  would, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Temperance  Society,  have  died  drunkards,^ 
will  now  die  sober  men  ;  and  many,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  Chris- 
tians. 

8.  A  numerous  and  respectable  class,  who  have  not  yet  united 
with  the  Temperance  Society,  and  who  were  in  habits  of  daily  tenn 
perate  drinking,  have  ceased  to  use  the*  drunkard's  drink,  and  throw 
their  influence  on  to  the  side  of  the  Temperance  Society. 

9.  Between  six  hundred  and  seven  hundred  abstain  entirely,  and 
belong  to  the  Temperance  Society. 

10.  A  gr^at  saving  of  time  and  nloney. . 

11.  Much  less  wine,  cider,  beer,  or  fermented  liquor  of  any  kind, 
used  now  than  before. 

^*My  own  experience  (says  a  member  of  the  above  Temperance 
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Society)  on  this  point  is  conclusive.  On  ceasing  to  furnish  my 
workmen  with  rum,  I  expected  an  increased  consumption  of  fer- 
mented liquors.  But  the  reverse,  to  my  surprise,  has  been  the  fact. 
I  save  the  money,  the  rum,  the  cost,  the  trouble,  and  the  cost  of  the 
other  liquors  formerly  drank  to  quench  the  thirst  which  rum  pro- 
voked. 

12.  A  considerable  amount  has  been  deposited,  by  the  poor  be- 
longing to  the  Society,  in  small  sums,  in  the  Savings'  Bank.* 

13.  A  great  increase  of  intellectual  and  moral  improvement; 
and  a  library  of  more  tlian  GOO  volumes,  and  read  more  in  a  month 
than  all  the  libraries  in  town  were  before  in  a  year. 

14.  The  tavern  is  forsaken  for  die  Lyceum  room,  in  which  the 
members  of  the  Temperance  Society  meet  fourteen  times  in  a  year. 
And  the  time  once  spent  in  dissipation  is  now  spent  in  preparing 
speeches  and  addresses  on  scientific,  literary,  moral  and  religious 
subjects,  to  be  read  or  delivered  at  the  temperance  meetings. 

m  short,  time,  money,  health,  strength,  character,  intellect,  and 
every  thing  adapted  to  make  life  a  blessinc,  or  which  tends  to  lead 
men  to  use  it  for  the  great  end  for  wliich  life  was  given,  have  been 
saved,  and  to  a  great  amount  by  the  formation  and  operations  of  the 
Temperance  Society. 

Those  who  practise  total  abstinence  are,  as  a  body,  most  obvi- 
ously and  rapidly  going  ahead  of  those  who  do  not,  in  knowledge, 
influence,  and  prosperity. 

Their  appearance,  their  farms,  their  houses,  their  teams,  their 
families,  ana  every  tiling,  show  it,  and  so  plainly,  that  any  one  may 
see  and  read  its  cause  as  he  passes. 

"  We  need  a  spirit  of  perseverance  (says  the  man  above  refer- 
red to)  and  the  divine  blessing,  and  we  need  nothing  else,  to  insure 
complete  and  triumphant  success." 
"  Tiie  laws  of  nature  are  not  more  certain  than  it  is,  that  the  ope- 
rations of  Temperance  Societies  promote  industry,  economy,  intel- 
ligence, and  virtue.     And  for  these  distinguished  blessings,  in  pos- 
session and  in  prospect,  and  for  the  in\^luable  improvement  in  our 
pecuniary,  intellectual  and  moral  condition,  permit  me,  my  dear  sir, 
to  say  I  feel  under  great  obligation  to  yourself  in  the  outset,  and  to 
the  subsequent  efforts  and  success  oi  the  American  Temperance 
Society,  for  our  prosperity  in  this  cause. 

It  is  true  that  I  and  anodier  gentleman  had  made  the  formation 
of  a  Temperance  Society  the  subject  of  conversadon  for  a  year  or 
two  before  the  formation  of  the  American  Temperance  Society ;  but 

it  was  the  hearing  of  your  eflfort  in  A that  finally  led  us  to  act. 

Had  it  not  been  for  that,  we  might  have  continued  deliberating  to 
tiiis  day. 

For  the  continued  and  increased  prosperity  of  yourself  and  your 

*  Let  a  man,  from  the  a^  of  twenty-one  to  the  age  of  aixty-oiw,  mym  but  mfiH^ 
cents  a  day,  and  it  will  amount,  at  interest,  to  $35£9  96.  -      ,-  ■% 
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* 

cause,  you  have,  and,  I  trust,  will  always  have,  the  ardent  prayers 
and  hearty  co-operation,  as  far  as  he  is  capable,  of  your  assured 
friend."  (  Communicated  by  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  Tem^- 
ranee  Societies,  formed  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  in  the  United  States,  to  the  Corresponding  SecretO" 
ry  of  the  American  Temperance  Society,) 


Should  all  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  United  States  cease  to  use  in- 
toxicating liquor,  the  following  would  be  some  of  the  beneficial 
results,  viz.-—' 

1.  Not  an  individual  would  hereafter  become  a  drunkard. 

2.  Many,  who  are  now  drunkards,  would  reform,  and  would  be 
saved  from  the  drunkard's  grave. 

3.  As  soon  as  those  who  would  not  reform  should  be  dead,  which 
would  be  but  a  short  time,  not  a  drunkard  would  be  found,  and 
the  whole  land  would  be  free. 

4.  More  than  three  fourths  of  the  pauperism  of  the  countiy 
might  be  prevented ;  and  also  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  crimes. 

5.  One  of  the  grand  causes  of  error  in  principle,  and  immorality 
in  practice,  and  of  all  dissipation,  vice  and  wretchedness,  would  be 
removed. 

6.  Tlie  number,  firequency  and  severity  of  diseases  would  be 
greatly  lessened ;  and  the  number  and  hopelessness  of  maniacs  in 
Oiu*  land,  be  exceedingly  diminished. 

7.  One  of  the  greatest  dangers  of  our  children  and  youtli,  and 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  bodily,  mental  and  moral  deterioration, 
would  be  removed. 

8.  Loss  of  property,  in  one  generation,  to  an  amount  greater 
than  the  present  value  of  all  the  houses  and  lands  m  the  United 
States,  might  be  prevented. 

9.  One  of  the  greatest  dangers  to  our  free  institutions,  to  the  per- 
petuity of  our  government,  and  to  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  would  be  removed. 

10.  The  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  all  the  means  which  God 
has  appointed  for  the  spiritual  and  eternal  good  of  men,  would  be 
exceedmgly  augmented  ;  and  the  same  amount  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious effi)rt  might  be  expected  to  produce  more  than  double  its 
present  effects. 

11.  Multitudes  of  every  generation,  through  all  future  aees, 
might  be  prevented  from  sinking  into  an  untimely  grave,  and  into 
endless  torment :  they  might  be  transformed  into  the  divine  image, 
and  prepared,  through  grace,  for  the  endless  joys  of  heaven. 

12.  God  would  be  honored,  voluntarily  and  actively,  by  much 
greater  numbers ;  and  with  greater  clearness,  and  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent; would,  through  their  instrumentality,  manifest  his  glory. 
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LIBRARY. 


Tlie  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  Societ)'  would 
^^S^^^'  that  donations  of  Books  and  Pamphlets,  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  Library,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  in  the  discharge 
of  their  appropriate  duties,  will  be  highly  acceptable.  All  rned- 
ical  works, — especially  those  on  the  nature  and  effects  of  stimu- 
lants, narcotics,  and  all  other  poisons, — and  all  works  on  the 
beneiits  of  temperance,  and  the  best  means  of  extending  and 
perpetuating  it,  will  essentially  promote  the  great  and  benevo- 
lent object  in  which  the  Committee  are  engaged. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  Sor 
ciety  wish  to  obtain  answers  to  the  following  inquiries,  viz. 

1 .  How  many  churches,  within  the  bounds  of  your  Associa- 
tion.  Presbytery,  or  Conference,  have  in  them  no  members  who 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  } 

2.  What  proportion  of  tlie  whole  population  abstain  from 
the  use  of  it  r 

3.  How  many,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  admitted  to  the 
churches  ? 

4.  How  many  of  them  were  from  that  class  who  had  adopted 
the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  ?  Clerks  of 
Ecclesiastical  bodies,  or  any  other  persons,  who  will  give  infor- 
mation on  the  above-mentioned  topics,  will  oblige  the  Committee, 

•d  perform  an  important  service  to  the  community. 


^""iKli.,..., 


...     '*• 


^^:*SS^"^ "■■" ■■■■■■■■■■■^ 

J^iS'S^^-^^:::;:  •■•••;::;::-■•••■•.:- 

Jll-aocelJorwl,     '"'"V-.. - 

i7"'d''nl  H-.,,    T**'noDr-.    l/ 

■'■'.'."""   « 


iv  CONTENTS. 

Family  Temperance  Societies 45 

Facto  ia  the  State  of  New  York 46 

Tavern  Keepers  mined 49 

Temperance  Taverns,  and  Groceries 60 

PrugresB  ofthe  Cause  and  its  Resulto- •  51 

The  Sablmth  the  proper  Time  to  speak  upon  it 52 

^  Duty  of  Ministers  and  Churches • 63 

Temperance  Societies  in  Africa  and  the  Sandwich  Islands -••  64 

Conclusion • ••  55 

Treasurer's  Report • •••• 66 

Honorary  Vice  Presidents  and  Members • 68 

Members  of  the  Society • • 69 


APPENDIX. 

Edgar's  Speech 8ft 

Wealthy   Drunkards •••••  64 

Higgins*  Letter •••••  66 

Jersey  Temperance  Society 66 

Licenses  in  Glasgow • •••  67 

British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society 68 

Maryland  State  Temperance  Society 70 

Address  of  the  Bishop  of  London*  •••••• 71 

National   Circular • 76 

The  Immorality  of  the  Traffic 88 

letter • • • Ill 

Ke.-wlutioiis  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 112 

I'lxtract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly 112 

The  danger  of  selling  Ardent  Spirit 115 

Temperance  Efforts  in  China •••  114 

Important  Decision  in  Chancery 214 

Tax  on  the  sale  of  Ardent  Spirit 115 

ITie  sale  of  Ardent  Spirit  a  Nuisance  •• 115 


coirsTiTUTioir  of  the  society. 


Preamble.  Whereas  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liqnora  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable  nuignitade, 
both  as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  individuals,  fanmies  and 
communities ;  and  whereas  the  prevalence  of  this  vice  has  such  a  &tal  ef- 
ficacy in  hindering  the  success  of  all  the  common  means  which  God  has 
appointed  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  men ;  and  whereas 
the  various  measures  which  the  friends  of  Christian  morality  have  adopted, 
though  not  altogether  unsuccessful,  have  been  found  quite  insufficient  to  give 
any  effectual  and  permanent  check  to  this  desolating  evil ;  and  whereas 
some  more  vigorous  means  are  evidently  required, — some  system  of  in- 
struction and  action,  which  will  make  a  steady  and  powerful  impression  on 
the  present  and  following  generations,  and  wUl,  in  this  wav,  ultimately  ef- 
fect a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  intemper- 
ance, which  has  already  caused  such  desolations  in  every  part  of  our 
country,  and  which  threatens  destruction  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
growing  and  mighty  Republic ; — therefore  the  friends  of  domestic  and 
social  happiness  now  present,  wishing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men,  resolve  to  form  a  Society,  with  the  follow 
ing  Constitution,  namely : — 

Article  I.    The  Society  shall  be  caUed  The  American  Tbmferaiyce 

SOGIETT. 

Art.  II.  The  Society  shall,  from  time  to  time,  elect  additional  mem- 
bers, as  they  shall  judge  expedient;  always  keeping  in  mind  that  elections 
•re  so  to  be  made,  as  shall  best  accord  with  the  design  of  rendering  this  a 
national  institution,  and  giving  it  the  inost  extensive  mfluence  possible. 

Art.  III.  Any  person  who  pays  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  five 
dollars  annually,  or  who  has  paid  or  shall  pay  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society ;  provided  the  donor  shall  also  subscribe 
to  the  following : — ^^I  pledge  myself  to  an  entire  abstinence  from  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  except  when  prescribed  by  a  temperate  physician,  in  case 
of  sickness." 

Art.  IV.    Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shall  pay,  not  less  than 
thirty  dollars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  honorary  mem- 
ber thereof;  and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay,  not 
less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  Presi 
dent  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  shall  appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President,  Vice  President, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  an 
Executive  Conunittee  of  five  members,  and  such  other  officen  as  shall  in 
their  opinion  be  necessary. 


n  CONSTITUTION   OF   THE    SOCISTT* 

Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  general  super- 
intendence of  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  measures  to 
be  pursued  for  promoting  its  object 

Art.  Vn.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  of 
the  Vice  President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  to  call 
special  meetings,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  carry 
into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to  take  proper  measures 
for  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  accomplishing  its  benevolent  designs ; 
to  appoint  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  most 
conducive  to  the  great  object  of  the  Society;  to  draw  orders  on  the 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all  moneys,  which  shall  be  expended  in  this 
work  of  love ;  to  inspect  annually  the  state  of  the  treasury ;  and,  in  gen- 
eral, to  perform  all  other  duties,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution, 
which  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  promoting  habits  of  temperance  to 
the  greatest  extent  Of  tlieir  proceedings  they  shall  make  an  annual  re 
port  to  the  Society. 

Art.  IX.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  required  tp  devote 
himself  with  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society.  And  in 
execution  of  his  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  make  appropriate  communications,  by  pamphlets, 
correspondence,  and  personal  interviews,  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to 
physicians,  and  others,  and  to  consult  and  co-operate  with  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  those  under  their  influence  against  the  evils  of  intem- 
perance ;  to  take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  make  a  seasonable  and 
salutary  impression,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  those  who  are  favored 
with  a  public  and  refined  education,  and  are  destined  in  various  wa^s  to 
have  a  leading  influence  in  society ;  to  make  it  a  serious  object  to  mtro- 
duce  into  the  publications  of  the  day,  essays  and  addresses  on  the  subject 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  induce  teachers,  and  those  concerned  in  the 
support  of  schools,  to  labor  diligently  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  young 
with  the  alarming  and  dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed  who  indulge 
themselves  in  the  use  of  strong  drink ;  to  make  affectionate  and  earnest 
addresses  to  Christian  churches,  to  parents  and  guardians,  to  children,  ap- 
prentices, and  servants,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  persons,  and  to  set 
clearly  before  them  the  effect  of  spirituous  liquors  on  health,  on  reputation, 
and  on  all  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men,  and  to  urge  them, 
by  the  most  weighty  arguments,  drawn  from  the  present  and  the  future 
world,  to  keep  themselves  at  a  distance  from  this  insidious  and  destructive 
Toe ;  to  do  whatever  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards  the  forming  of 
voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  ends  of  this  So- 
ciety ;  and,  in  general,  to  labor,  by  all  suitable  means,  and  in  reliance 
upon  the  divine  blessing,  to  fix  the  eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes,  and 
of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  this  Soci- 
ety aims  to  prevent,  and  on  the  immeasurable  good  which  it  aims  to  secure ; 
and  to  produce  such  a  change  of  public  sentiment,  and  such  a  renova- 
tion of  the  habits  of  individuals,  and  the  customs  of  the  community,  that,  in 
the  end,  temperanccy  toitk  aU  Us  attendant  blessings,  may  universally  prevaiL 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary  and  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  principle  to  regulate 
their  measures,  that,  while  they  are  to  make  use  perseveringly  of  all  fit 
and  promising  means  for  the  reformation  of  those  who  have  already,  in 
different  degrees,  contracted  habits  of  intemperance, — the  utility  of  the 
institution  must  ctdefly  consist  in  guarding  against  danger  those  who  are 
yet  uncontaminated  by  this  loathsome  and  fatal  vice. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  at  Park  Slre^St 
Church,  May  30,  1832.  The  meeting  was  opened  at  half  past 
II  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  President  in  the  chair.  A  prayer  was 
ofTered  by  the  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey,  President  of  Amherst 
College.  Parts  of  the  Report  were  then  read  by  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Howard  Malcox,  Pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  Federal  Street,  Boston,  seconded  by  Rev.  O. 
Eastman,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 

Regohed,  That  the  Report,  extracts  of  which  have  now  been  read,  be  accept- 
ed ajid  printed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  W.  Chickering,  Pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Bolton,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  W 
Xlagden,  Pastor  of  Salem  Church,  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  shonld  the  young  men  of  the  United  States  adopt  the  principle 
«rf  abatinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it,  and  unite  in 
TTemperance  Societies,  they  would  become  the  benefactors  of  our  country  and  the 
^orld. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  Pastor  of  a  church 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Church, 
I^astor  of  a  church  in  Pelham,  N.  H., 

Resolved,  That  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is  an  immorality,  and  ought  to  be 
viewed  and  treated  as  such  throughout  the  earth. 

Immediately  aflcr  the  public  services,  the  annual  business  of 
the  Society  was  transacted.  The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Auditor  were  read,  and  accepted;  and  the  following  officers 
\rere  chosen,  viz. 

Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  President. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq.   Vice  President, 

Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  Corresponding  Seeretary. 

ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  Recording  Secretary. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  Treasurer. 

HENRY  HILL,  Esq.  Auditor. 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE, 

Hon.  HEMAN  LINCOLN,       >  Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 

ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D. 


Yili  .ANNUAL   MIITINO. 

Twenty  additional  members  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society 
was  adjourned,  aim  die. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  holden  in  Boston,  Aug.  24,  1832, 
the  following  votes  and  resolutions  were  passed,  viz. 

1.  That  Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Chairmen  of  Executive 
Committees,  or  Boards  of  Direction  of  all  State  Temperance 
Societies  in  the  United  States,  adopting  the  plan  of  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it, 
be,  ex  officio^  members  of  the  American  Temperance  Society. 

2.  That  Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Chairmen  of  Executive 
Committees,  or  Boards  of  Direction,  of  all  National  and  State 
Temperance  Societies  in  foreign  countries  be,  ex  officio,  honorary 
members  of  the  American  Temperance  Society. 

3.  As  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  most 
productive  causes  of  cholera,  and  numerous  other  fatal  diseases, 
and  those  who  traffic  in  the  article  are  exerting  a  powerful  in- 
fluence to  increase  and  perpetuate  those  evils.  Therefore, 

Reiohed,  That  the  good  of  the  commimitj,  especially  at  this  time,  indispeD- 
sably  requires  that  they  should  discootijiae  this  vicious  and  destmctiTe  employ- 
ment 

4.  As  the  temperance  reformation  is  immediately  connected 
with  the  temporal  and  eternal  good  of  men  '•  and  the  friends  of 
the  object  are  dependent  on  God  for  success  in  all  their  efforts 
to  promote  it.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  devote  a  portion  of  each  sab- 
bath day  morning,  as  a  season  of  special  prayer  for  the  divine  guidance  and  bless- 
ing; that  all  sober  men,  and  especially  all  members  of  Christian  churches,  may  be 
led  to  renounce  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  also  the  manufactnra  and 
traffic  in  it;  and  that  no  member  of  the  community^may  contimie  to  encoonge,  to 
countenance,  or  connive  at  so  destractive  an  eviL  ' 
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Bt  the  facts  presented  in  the  Fourth  Report  of  this  Society,  the 
fidlowing  truths  are  established,  viz. 

1.  Ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  is  not  needful. 

2.  It  is  not  useful. 

3.  It  is  a  poison  which  injures  both  the  body  and  the  mind. 
And  this  results  not  merely  from  the  great  and  increasing  quantity 
of  the  liquor  which  may  be  taken,  but  from  the  kind.  It  is  a  liquor 
which  is  injurious  in  its  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  taken  without 
harm. 

4.  It  impairs,  and  often  destroys  reason. 

5.  It  lessens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  right. 

6.  It  strengthens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  wrong. 

7.  It  tends  to  bring  all  who  use  it  to  a  premature  grave; 
and  usher  those  who  understand  its  nature  and  effects,  and  yet 
oontmue  to  drink  it,  or  to  furnish  it  as  a  drink  for  others,  into  a 
miserable  eternity. 

From  these  truths,  all  of  which  are  established  by  numerous 
and  indubitable  facts,  it  fol/ows  that  to  use  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink. 
Id  manufacture,  buy,  seU,  or  in  any  wav  furnish  it  b5  a  drink  for 
others,  is  a  sin ;  and  in  magnitude  equal  to  all  the  evils,  temporal 
and  eternal,  wfajch  it  tends  to  produce.  He  wlv»  has  the  means  of 
QnderstandiiQg  its  nature  and  effects,  and  yet  continues  to  use  it,  or 
to  furnish  it,  will  at  the  divine  tribunal,  and  night  at  the  bar  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  to  be  held  responsible  for  its  frfects.  For  the  pauper- 
ism, crime,  sickness,  insanity,  wretchedness  and  death,  which  he 
occask)ns,  he  is  responsible.  "  In  tH  vice  of  drunkenness,"  says 
a  distinguished  member  of  Congress,*  |*as  indeed  in  every 
odier,  the  man  who  holds  out  t^e  temptation  to  it,  is  the  chief 
transgressor.  The  weak  moi*^!  who  is  sunken  by  intemperance 
to  the  level  of  the  brute,  is  »  victim  to  the  avarice  of  the  man  who 
tan  calmly  look  upon  hifV)  &nd  continue  for  cents  and  sixpences  to 
tell  him  the  dreadml  p<?ii5on."  And  says  an  eminent  writer,  "Words 

*  Hon.  Jamei  H.  WajDe. 
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cannot  express  the  guilt  of  those  individuals  who  are  now  engaged, 
in  any  way,  in  manufacturing  or  vending  ardent  spirits."     Such 
ought  to  be,  and  as  light  prevails,  such  will  be,  the  sentiment  of 
the  whole  community.    The  men  who  furnish  the  means^  and 
present  the  temptation  for  the  making  of  drunkards,  are  partakers 
m  their  guilt,  and  ripening  for  their  awful  retribution.     They  are 
exerting  an  influence  which  is  hostile  to  the  holiness  and  happiness 
of  the  community ;  and  which  tends  strongly  to  the  destruction  of 
man  for  both  worlds. 

To  illustrate  these  truths,  and  impress  them  on  the  hearts  of  all^ 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  Society 
have,  through  the  divine  kindness,  continued  their  operations  dur*- 
ing  another  year.     The  last  Report,  which  contains  the  histoiy  o€ 
this  Society,  and  of  its  operations  from  its  commencement,  and  also 
the  reasons  why  its  great  principles  should  be  extended  through  th^ 
world,  was  stereotyped ;  and  ten  thousand  copies  have  been  prmted*. 
They  have  been  curculated  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  copies  have  been  sent  to  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova* 
Scotia ;  to  Mexico  and  South  America ;  to  England,  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, Denmark,  Sweden,  Russia,  Germany,  Malta,  Palestine,  Tur^ 
key,  Bombay,  Ceylon,  Burmah,  China,  Laberia,  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands ;  and  the  committee  have  abundant  assurances  that  it  has 
been  productive  of  great  good.    It  has  been  received  with  special 
approbation,  and  has  produced  powerful  effects.    While  readmg  it, 
the  rum  drinker  has  resolved  no  longer  to  use  the  poison,  and  the 
rum  seller  no  longer  to  poison  his  fellow  men ;  the  man  who  bad 
renounced  the  use  of  it  and  the  traffic  m  it,  and  thought  that  that  was 
enough,  has  resolved,  while  reading  it,  to  unite  with  others  in  a 
Temperance  Society,  and  to  do  good  as  he  has  opportunity  to  all; 
because  he  has  felt,  that  to  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doedi 
it  not,  to  him  ii  is  sfn.    Those  who  had  before  united  with  societies 
have  been  excite^  to  new  and  more  vigorous  exertions,  and  thus 
the  number  and  influence  of  such  societies  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased. The  conyictcon  is  extending,  that  all  men  are  under  sacred 
obligatkms  to  aid  in  thi&  cause,  and  to  continue  their  eSarts  till  in- 
temperance is  done  away.    It  is  seen  that  ^ort  enlistments  will  not 
answer  the  purpose;   ana  increasing  numbers  are  engagbg  to 
serve  during  the  war.     An  6x{  man  of  more  than  fourscore  yearsi 
aflSicted  wim  a  bodily  infirmity,  for  which  he  had  been  advised  by 
a  physician  to  use  ardent  spirit  as  a  medicine,  was  presented 
with  a  constitution  of  a  Temperance  Society  on  die  plan  of  absti- 
nence.   He  read  it,  and  said,  '<  Thax  is  the  thing  to  save  our 
country ;  I  will  join  it."    "  No,"  said  ont^ «  you  must  not  join  it, 
because  ardent  spirit  is  necessary  for  you,  as  a  medicine."     "I 
know,"  said  he,  ''that  I  have  used  it,  but  if  something  is  not  done, 
our  country  will  be  ruined ;  and  I  will  not  be  accessary  to  the  ruin 


113]  TIVTH   REFORT. 1832.  g 

of  my  oountiy.  I  will  Join  the  Society.''  "  Then,''  said  anotfaer, 
^you  win  die."  Well,''  said  the  old  man,  in  the  true  spirit  of '  76, 
"fer  my  country,  I  can  die;"  and  signed  the  constitution;  gave 
up  fab  medicine,  and  his  disease  fled  away.  It  was  the  remedy 
tut  kept  up  the  disease ;  and  when  he  had  renounced  the  one, 
he  was  relieved  of  the  other.  So  it  probably  would  be,  in  nbe 
cases  out  of  ten  where  this  poison  is  used  as  a  medicine.  It  tends 
Id  perpetuate  and  aggravates  disease,  till  it  ends  in  death ;  and 
dien  does  it  render  that  which  would  otherwise  be  slight  and 
temporaiy,  permanent  and  fatal.  Another  old  man,  once  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  in  which  he  lives,  who  bad  bng  been  afflicted 
vdth  a  disease  for  which  ardent  spirit  had  been  prescribed  as  a  re- 
medy, at  a  temperance  meeting,  said, 

**  Friends  and  neighbors :  I  am  now  more  than  seventy  years 
of  age.  You  all  know  my  state  of  health.  I  have  been  tryine  an 
experiment  for  two  months  past  in  abstaining  from  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  which  affords  me  much  relief  from  the  great  distress 
I  at  times  experience.  My  suffering  has  been  great,  but  less  than 
1  feared.  In  the  war  of  the  revolution,  I  commanded  a  company 
of  militia  m  this  state.  At  tlie  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Benning- 
4011, 1  had  just  recovered  from  a  fever  that  had  confined  me  to 
nqr  bed  for  many  days.  1  had  not  then  left  my  room.  The 
ahrm  was  given,  the  militia  called  out ;  and  I,  in  opposition  to  the 
entreaties  and  expostulations  of  my  friends,  marched  at  the  head 
of  my  company  for  Bennington.  In  our  march  we  had  to  ford  a 
river ;  a  sturdy  soldier  shouldered  and  carried  me  over  on  his 
back.  We  met  the  enemy, — ^fought— conquered, — and  returned 
kk  safety  to  our  families.  I  thus  put  my  life  in  jeopardy  to  aid  in 
serving  my  country,  and  I  am  willing  to  do  it  again.  An  enemy 
more  powerful  and  subtle  than  the  British,  is  destroying  our  fire- 
sides, and  trampling  with  iron  hoofs  the  fairest  portions  of  our  land. 
I  present  myself  to  join  your  ranks  in  this  war  a^  extermination, 
and  enlist  under  your  banner,  bearing  the  mo^  "  Total  Absti- 
nence." This  step  will  no  doubt  shorten  mv  days.  Be  it  so  ;  I 
stand  ready  to  sacrifice  my  life  in  the  cause^  and  I  freely  subscribe 
your  pledge,  totally  and  forever  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits*' 

We  are  happy  in  the  expectation  diat  tlie  life  of  this  veneraUe 
patriot,  instead  of  being  shortened  ^s  he  expected  by  joinmg  the 
Temperance  Society,  will  probably  be  prolonged  a  number  ot 
years.  And  if  it  should  not  his  comfort  on  the  whole,  and  his 
iisefiilness  will  no  doubt  be  rreatly  increased,  by  all  his  disinterest- 
ed sacrifices  for  the  good  of  others. 

Some  firiend,  your  committee  are  informed,  sent  to  the  first  of 
these  men  a  copy  of  your  last  Report ;  and  he  has  read  it  through 
ax  times ;  says  that  he  will  have  it  bound,  laid  up  by  the  side  of 
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his  Bible,  and  keep  it  till  he  dies.     No  book  of  die  size,  he  tfaiDb, 
will  do  greater  good  to  the  country. 

<*  This  Report,  says  a  judicious  writer,  contams  a  detailed  and 
faithful  history  of  one  of  the  greatest  changes  which  was  ever  ef- 
fected in  the  condition  of  the  human  race.    The  Temperance 
Reformation  will  form  a  most  important  chapter  in  the  history  of 
navigation  and  commerce,  of  political  economy  and  monds,  of 
manners  and  fashions,  and  of  the  christian  religion.    There  is  reasoo 
to  believe  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  youdi  and  children  in  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  young  men  under  thirty  years  of  age, 
are  acting  on  the  temperance  principle.    Those  ivho  drink,  amd 
those  who  vend  or  manufacture  the  poison,  are  generaUy  over  thir- 
ty years  of  age.     Their  bodies  will  soon  fall  in  the  wilderness 
where  they  have  tempted  God  and  their  fellow  men ;  a  new  genera- 
tion who  have  not  been  slaves  in  Eg3rpt,  will  rise  up  and  enter  a  land 
flowbg  with  what  is  better  than  milk  and  honey.    A  vision  of  gkh 
nr  and  beauty,  such  as  the  dying  legislator  of  Israel  did  not  see 
from  the  top  of  Pisgah,  opens  to  the  eye  of  the  philanthropist  and 
chrisdan  of^this  country.    We  would  recommend,  the  Report  of 
the  Temperance  Society,  with  all  the  earnestness  in  our  power. 
We  wish  it  eould  be  circulated  by  hundreds  of  thousands,     k 
contains  facts  and  reasonings  which  are    absolutely  irresistible. 
It  is  precisely  the  pa^nphlet  which  was  wanted.     Why  will  not 
every  temperance  society  in  the  land  supply  alL  their  members 
with  a  copy  ?"  * 

A  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  city  of  Washington,  writes^ 
'*  Tbff)  Fourth  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  seems 
to  receive  the  universal  approbation  of  all  sects  and  parties,  as  a. 
paper  m^st  able  and  judicious.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  supply  oT 
a  copy  to  «ach  family  in  the  United  States,  would  do  very  much 
towaixl  accoiqplishing  the  great  object  for  which  it  is  designed, 
the  removal  oi  uitemperance  from  the  country."  After  saying  that 
a  copy  had  been  presented  to  each  member  of  congress,  and  that 
its  good  effects  had  been  manifested  in  the  great  temperance  meet- 
ing which  had  been  hc^ld  in  the  capitol,  he  adds,  **  The  strong  and 
steady  march  of  the  teviperance  cause  in  this  region,  and  at  the 
South,  and  West,  is  ob\V)us  and  unequivocal.  That  the  great 
principles  of  the  Reformation  are  every  where  gaining  ground, 
and  that  public  sentiment  is  e^ery  day  rising  in  its  demands,  and 
that  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of  ardent  spirits  are  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  disgrace^l,  is  most  unquestionably  true. 
And  if  all  christians  and  sober  men  will  do  their  duty,  fear^ 
lessly  and  perseveringly,  I  am  sure  out  country  will  be  purified.'' 
This  sentiment  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gokl.    It  is  the 
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hin^  on  which  the  Temperance  Reformationy  with  all  its  mesti- 
mable  bene6tS9  now  turns.  "  ^christians  and  sober  men  trill  do 
their  duty^  fearlessly  and  perseverir^lv^  our  country  mil  be  puri- 
fied" How  momentous  then  is  tlieir  duty ;  and,  how  overwhelm- 
mg  will  be  their  guilt,  if  they  do  not  perform  it.  ''The  meeting 
at  the  cafntol,"  the  writer  adds,  "  will  do  great  good,  and  in  a  thou- 
sand ways.  Temperance  publications  have  been  working  their 
way,  and  hardly  a  day  passes  but  brings  new  evidence  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  cause  in  this  ci^  and  neighborhood." 

Similar  testimonies  have  been  received  from  various  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Friends  of  temperance,  in  many  places,  have  put 
a  copy  of  the  Report  into  every  family.  In  other  cases  benevo- 
lent radividuals  have  visited  various  towns  in  a  county,  delivered 
addresses,  or  read  extracts  from  the  Report,  and  at  the  close  of 
meetings  proposed  a  subscription,  and  thus  procured  for  it  a  gen- 
eral circulation.  Parents  have  often  taken  copies  for  their  child- 
ren ;  and  could  each  child  in  the  United  States,  have  one  for  his 
own,  and  become  acquainted  with  its  principles  and  facts,  your 
oooimittee  cannot  but  think,  with  the  writer  above  referred  to,  that 
it  would  do  very  much  for  the  salvation  of  the  country.  Those 
fittts  are  so  various  and  strong,  so  numerous  and  decisive,  that  it 
appears  to  be  hardly  possible  for  any  one,  not  abandoned  to  hard-* 
ness  of  heart  and  bhndness  of  mind,  to  become  acquainted  witli 
them,  in  their  various  bearings,  connexions,  and  consequences, 
and  not  be  deeply  and  permanently  afiected  by  them.  Many  a 
man  who,  by  reformation,  has  been  saved  from  the  drunkard's 
grave,  may  say, ''  Had  I  known  when  I  was  young  what  I  know 
now,  I  might  always  have  been  a  sober  man ;  have  been  saved 
fiom  wretchedness  unspeakable,  and  my  familv  been  saved  from 
niin*'*  And  many  a  man,  now  in  the  drunkard  s  grave  and  in  the 
drunkard's  etermty,  had  he  known  in  youth,  what  every  child  in 
die  United  States  may  know  now,  and  acted  accordingly,  might 
hive  been  in  gbry,  smging  the  song  of  Moses,  and  the  song  of 
die  Lamb.  Had  the  facts  contained  in  that  Report  been  known 
to  every  child  in  our  land  6ity  years  ago,  and  duly  regarded,  more 
than  half  a  miUion  of  men  had  been  saved  from  the  drunkard's 
grave ;  more  than  five  millions  from  the  living  death  of  drunken 
relatives  and  friends ;  and  one  of  the  sorest,  foulest  calamities 
which  has  ever  afflicted  humanity  had  been  prevented.  And 
as  the  Report  is  adapted  to  be  a  permanent  document,  and  till 
drankenness  has  ceased,  its  principles,  facts,  and  reasonings  will  be 
as  important  as  they  are  now, — the  conmiittee  cannot  but  unite  in 
the  desires  expressed  by  many  in  this  and  other  countries,  that  it 
may  have  a  universal  circulation.  They  rejoice  to  learn  that  an 
abttract  of  it,  in  an  edition  of  ten  thousand  copies,  has  been  pub- 
B^ed  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  the  whole  Report 
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has  been  republished  in  Great  Britain,  and  large  portions  of  it  in 
numerous  publications,  in  this,  and  other  countries.  It  is  spckm 
of,  in  the  English  papers,  as  '*  one  of  the  most  cheering  and  extra- 
ordinary documents  which  has  ever  appeared,  in  any  age  or  coun- 
try." ^'  It  would  seem,  they  say,  as  if  Great  Britain  were  ioUow- 
ing,  in  some  humble  measure,  me  noble  example  of  our  transat- 
lantic brethren — and  the  provinces  are  rising  up,  en  masse,  in  &- 
vor  of  Temperance  Societies." 

The  editor  of  the  English  Temperance  Magazine  and  Review 
says,  "  We  have  before  us  the  fourth  Report  of  the  American 
Temperance  Society ;  and  certainly,  it  has  seldom  iaUen  to  our 
lot  to  peruse  a  more  important  and  deeply  interesting  pubKcatioQ. 
We  look  at  the  facts  which  it  adduces,  and  the  results  which  it  ex- 
hibits of  exertions  made  in  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  we  are 
compelled,  on  a  careful  examination,  to  come  to  the  conclusioii  that 
the  enemy  of  Temperance  Societies  is  the  enemy  of  num.  He 
may  be  so  ignorandy ;  he  may  be  so  unwittingly ;  he  may  be  ao 
under  the  impression  that  Temperance  Sociedes  are  the  fruit  of 
enthusiasm,  and  that  there  is  no  harm  in  drinking  a  litde ;  stiU  we 
repeat  it,  he  is  the  enemy  of  man ;  and  he  is  an  opponent  oi  one 
ofthe  grandest  pracdcal  schemes  which  has  ever  been  devised  fiir 
the  promoUon  of  human  comfort  and  happiness." 

*' The  Lord  Chancellor  from  his  place  on  the  wool-sack  denoun- 
ced gin-drinking  as  an  evil  so  extensive  that  if  any  thing  could  pre- 
vail on  him  to  abandon  his  principles  of  free  trade,  it  would  be 
the  desire  to  put  down  the  free  trade  in  ardent  spirit.  We  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  old  world  is  under  deep  obligatioQ  to 
America  for  the  developement  of  the  principles  of  Temperance 
Societies ;  and  now  that  they  have  been  introduced  and  with  suc^ 
cess  into  Great  Britain,  we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  slack,  ai 
Englishmen,  in  acknowledging  our  obligadons.  We  know  that 
there  has  been  a  feeUng  in  this  country  against  every  thing  Ameri- 
can, but  we  trust  and  believe  that  that  day  has  gone  by,  never  to  re- 
turn. Let  us  emulate  them  in  this  good  work,  and  may  tl^  alac- 
rity with  which  we  follow  in  their  footsteps  excite  them  to  persevere 
till  the  cope-stone  of  the  building  is  brought  forth  with  joy.  We 
warmly  recommend  this  Rep6rt  to  any  individual  who  wishes  to 
be  correcdy  informed  on  the  subject  on  which,  it  treats.  To 
Temperance  Sociedes  and  the  friends  of  temperance  it  caimot  ftil 
of  proving  hiehly  interesting ;  and  if  they  peruse  it  with  the  same 
feelings  which  we  have  done,  they  will  rise  from  the  perusal  more 
firmly  determined  than  ever,  to  go  on  with  the  work  which  th^ 
have  begun,  and  in  the  strength  of  Grod,  not  to  give  in,  till  deam 
sounds  the  retreat." 

The  Temperance  Society  Record,  printed  at  Glasgow  in  Scot- 
land, says,  *'  It  is  a  work  wnich  will  be  read  with  deep  interest  by 


117]  TIFTH  BSPOBT. 163&.  T 

tboie  who  rejoice  io  seeing  suffiiing  humanity  deliYered  (com  such 
z  desolatnig  scourge;  and  its  numerous  facts  and  solemn  appeab 
cannot  ftil  to  produce  in  the  minds  of  those  who  ^ve  it  an  atten- 
tive perusal  sentiments  favorable  to  Temperance  Societies." 

A  gentleman  writes  from  the  island  of  Malta,  **  The  Fourth 
Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  is  doing  great  good 
here.  One  of  the  Judges  to  whom  I  lent  it  is  delightea  with  it." 
Another  gentleman  says,  '*  Give  to  that  Report  a  universal  circu- 
lation, and  it  will  accomplish  the  object.  The  facts  and  reasoning 
cannot  be  resisted." 

In  June  last,  through  the  distinguished  liberality  of  a  friend  of 
thb  cause,  our  late  agent  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hewit  visited  England. 
He  was  received  with  great  kindness,  and  his  labors  were  crown- 
ed with  signal  success.  A  meeting  in  London,  of  the  friends  of 
Temperance,  was  appomted  previous  to  his  arrival,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  formbg  a  London  Tem{>erance  Society.  That  meeting 
oe  was  enabled  to  attend ;  and  his  communications  added  greatly 
to  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  Persons  were  present  not  only 
from  the  metropolis,  but  from  various  parts  of  England,  Irelana, 
and  Scotland,  and  a  London  Temperance  Society  was  formed. 
The  impression  was  so  strong,  the  need  and  practicability  of  a 
Temperance  Reform  so  obvious,*  and  the  benefits,  which,  would 
it  become  universal,  it  would  confer  on  the  world,  were  so  numer- 
ous and  important,  that  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  by  the  desire  of 
Dr.  Hewit  and  othersf  they  enlarged  the  object  of  the  socie^  and 
aho  its  name.  *^  The  London  Temperance  Society  "  was  chang- 
ed to  the  *^ British  and  Forei^  Temperance  Society"!  for  die 
purpose  of  extending  its  blessmgs  throughout  the  kmgaom  and 
throuehout  the  world.  Should  they  continue  to  act  in  accordance 
with  meir  high  privileges,  their  great  responsibility  and  their  dis- 
tinguished name,  and  with  the  success,  which,  through  the  divine 
Idndness,  may  be  expected  in  that  case  to  attend  their  exertions, 
thb  event  wiU  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  Temperance  Re- 
fermation.  In  addition  to  other  efficient  measures,  the  friends  of 
the  obiecthave  established  in  London  two  monthly  periodicals,  viz. 
The  oritbh  and  Foreign  Temperance  Herald,  27,000  copies  of 
which  have  been  published,  and  the  Temperance  Magazine  and 
Review.  One  is  a  dudecimo,  and  the  other  an  octavo,  and  both 
are  to  be  devoted  to  this  great  cause :  there  are  also  two  monthly 
publications,  viz.  The  Temperance  Society  Record,  published  in 
Scotland ;  and  the  Temperance  Advocate,  published  in  Ireland , 
besides  various  other  publications  of  different  forms,  devoted  to 
this  object  in  difikrent  parts  of  the  kingdom.    The  number  oi 
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copies  which  have  been  published  during  the  year  amounts  to 
more  than  a  million. 

Mr*  Carr,  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Cruikshank,  of  Scotland,  have 
been  employed  as  agents ;  more  than  two  hundred  metings  ha? e 
been  held,  and  numerous  Temperance  Societies  formed  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  More  than  a  hundred  thousand  are  now 
embodied  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  iix>m  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit ;  and  among  them  are  400  veteran  British 
seamen,  inmates  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
distinguished  naval  officers  who  govern  that  institution. 

Dr.  Hewit  also  visited  France,  and  would  have  gone  to  Ireland 
and  Scotland  had  not  providential  afflictions  in  his  family  hastened 
^is  return.*  But  although  his  stay  was  shorter  than  was  desired 
by  the  friends  of  Temperance,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eng- 
land, we  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Providence 
in  his  preservation,  and  m  the  good  which  he  was  enabled  to  ac- 
complish ;  and  indulge  the  hope  that  the  benefits  will  be  feh  to 
all  future  time. 

We  view  it  as  a   great  favor,  and  hail  it  as   a  token  for 
good,  that  a  system  of  efibrt  to  abolish  the  use  of  ardent  spirit, 
and  the  traffic  in  it,  was  devised  and  adopted  previously  to  the  ap- 
pearance in  Europe  of  diat  direful  malady  the  Cholera,  nine  tenths 
of  whose  victims  are  tliose  who  indulge  in  strong  drink.     And  we 
hope  that  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  men  who  use  ardent 
spirit,  and  especially  the  men  who  furnish  it  for  the  use  of  others, 
are  inviting  the  ravages,  and  preparing  the  victims  of  that  fatal  dis- 
ease.    Nor  will  they  be  guiltless,  should  it  never  visit  the  places 
in  which  tliey  live ;  for  odier  diseases-in  great  numbers,  and  widi 
multitudes  equally  fatal,  are  infallibly  produced  by  it.     In  one  of 
our  ciues,  half  the  men  over  18  years  of  age,  who  died  in  1828,  ac 
cording  to  the  testimony  of  the  physicians,  were  killed  by  it.f 
And  those  physicians,  remark,  "  When  we  recollect  that  even  the 
temperate  use,  as  it  is  called,  of  ardent  spirits  lays  the  foundation 
of  a  numerous  train  of  incurable  maladies,  we  feel  justified  in 
expressing  the  belief,  that  were  the  use  of  distilled  liquors  entirely 
discontinued,  the  number  of  deaths  among  tlie  male  adults  would 
be  diminished  in  our  city  at  least  one  half."     What  would  be 
thought  of  tlie  men  who,  for  the  sake  of  money,  should  direcdv 
sell  disease  ?  would  it  not  be  viewed  as  an  immorality  of  a  bigli 
and  aggravated  character  ;  as  a  sin,  continuance  in  which  would 
be  utterly  inconsistent  with  christian  character  ?  and  is  it  not  as 
really  immoral,  as  really  a  crime,  to  sell  the  known  cause  of  dis- 
ease, as  it  would  be  to  sell  disease  itself?    What  would  be  thought 

*  Rebecct  Hewit,  daughter  of  Rer.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  D.  D.,  died  at  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  Jnly  30th,  1831.  t  Appendix  D. 
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oftbe  man  who  should  knowingly  and  deliberately  sell  death; 
and  in  such  quanti^  as  to  double  the  tenants  of  the  grave-yard  ? 
What  ought  to  be  tnought  of  him  ?  And  is  it  not  as  really  wicked 
for  men  to  sell  the  known  cause  of  death ;  and  when  survivors 
raise  in  loud  and  solemn  tone,  the  note  of  remonstrance,  are  they 
to  be  put  off,  with  the  supremely  contemptible  reply.  If  we  should 
not  sell  this,  we  could  not  sell  so  many  other  things  ? — or,  we  must 
change  our  business  ? — or,  we  could  not  support  our  families  ? — or, 
if  we  do  not  do  it,  somebody  else  will  ?  Suppose  somebody  would 
import  plague,  if  you  should  not ;  and  in  that  case  could  sell  more  of 
some  kmds  of  goods,  which  he  had  on  hand,  than  if  he  did  not ;  and 
should  give  this  as  the  reason  why  he  must  do  it;  would  that  screen 
you  from  the  indignation  of  a  suffering  communi^,  or  the  retribudons 
of  a  righteous  God,  if  for  a  similar  reason  you  should  do  it  ?  What 
would  be  thought  of  an  apothecary  who  should  import  pestilence,  or 
wake  up  fever,  because  if  he  did  not  do  it,  he  could  not  sell  so  ma- 
ny medicines,  and  perhaps  must  change  hb  busmess?  What  would 
be  thought  of  the  merchant  who  should  do  this  in  order  to  sell  a 
greater  quantity  of  mourning  apparel.  Suppose  an  apothecary,  in- 
stead of  being  confined  to  one  branch  of  business,  sells  both  arugs 
and  cloths ;  and  also  sells  bdiscriminately,  to  ail  who  will  buy 
arsenic  or  opium ;  though  he  knows  that  it  kills  men  by  thousands. 
And  when  an  injured  community  rise  up  and  remonstrate,  array 
against  him  the  tears  of  widows,  and  the  groans  of  orphans,  he 
says,  ^^  If  I  should  not  sell  arsenic  I  could  not  sell  so  many  grave- 
dothes ;  and  as  my  family  depend  upon  my  business  for  a  living, 
I  must  destroy  otlier  families,  to  support  my  own."  And  sup- 
pose it  were  told  in  heaven,  tliat  such  a  man  professed  to  be  a 
friend  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  he  cried  daily,  *^  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  good  will  to  men,"  would  they  not  quake 
in  view  of  the  indignation,  and  wrath,  and  tribulation,  and  anguish 
which  would  fasten  upon  him,  when  the  earth  discloses  her  blood, 
and  no  more  covers  her  slain ;  but  the  Grod  of  the  widow, 
and  the  fadier  of  the  fatherless  proclaims  in  actions,  '*  Vengeance 
is  mine ;  I  will  repay,  saith  Jehovah  ? " 

When  the  nature  of  this  business  is  dulyVonsidered  and  its  in- 
variable efiects ;  when  its  consequences  are  viewed  in  the  lizht  ot 
eternity,  we  cannot  but  ttiink  that  every  man  who  has  the  spu*it  ol 
Jesus  Christ  will  renounce  it,  as  a  business  at  war  with  Jenovah, 
and  with  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men.  The  idea 
of  making  property  by  a  business  so  destructive,  is  revolting 
even  to  humanity,  and  will  ere  long  be  reprobated  as  a  high-hand- 
ed ofl^nce  throughout  the  world.  Savs  an  eminent  European 
writer,*  ''  The  aoolition  of  the  slave  trade  is  deservedly  considered 

*  Pjrotoor  Edgir. 
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the  glory  of  modem  times ;  yet  neither  in  the  evib  to  be  removed, 
ill  the  opposition  of  difficulties  to  be  encounteredi  or  in  the  amounc 
of  good  Qonei  is  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  to  be  once  najmed 
in  comparison  of  the  Temperance  Reformation/' 

Andy  says  another  distmguished  writer,*  "  Hard  must  be  the 
heart  that  bleeds  not,  cruel  bdeed  the  nature  that  weeps  not, 
while  surveying  the  emaciation  of  body,  the  bloated  ghasdmess  of 
countenance,  the  paralizadon  of  nerve,  the  poverty,  and  conse- 
quent meanness,  that  sbwly,  it  may  be,  yet  surely  creeps  on  their 
constant  customers ;  and  tlieir  consciences  must  be  callous  indeed 
if  they  permit  them  without  loud,  tormenting,  and  reiterated  accu* 
sation,  without  awful  forebodings  of  future  retribution,  and  fearful 
lookings  for  of  fiery  indication,  daily  to  observe,  and  hourly  to 
promote  in  their  victims,  the  gradual  prostradon  of  intellect,  the 
destruction  of  honor,  the  obliteration  of  shame,  the  forgetfuhaess 
of  relidous  obligation  and  even  of  common  honesty,  the  loss  of  de^ 
licate  Teeling,  the  withering  of  reputation,  the  insensibility  to  char* 
acter :  in  a  word,  the  destruction  of  the  men,  and  their  transfcHr* 
mation,  first  into  brutes,  and  then  bto  fiends,  which  is  the  con* 
stant  and  palpable  effect  produced  in  their  hell-assisting  manufac* 
tories. 

<«  Every  man,  as  a  patriot,  is  bound  to  employ  himself  in  a 
manner  that  will  promote  the  welfare  of  his  country ;  but  I  assert, 
without  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  the  spirit  trade  is  the 
greatest  bane  to  our  country,  but  especially  to  its  poor,  that  at  pre- 
sent does,  or  probably  ever  did  exist :  it  kills  more  people  than 
any  war  in  which  we  ever  were  engaged :  it  destroys  more  of  the 
industry  and  consequent  wealth  of  our  country  than  all  the  other 
evils  under  which  we  labour ;  and  as  it  respects  crime,  it  may  be 
called  Legion,  for  it  either  embodies  in  itself,  or  drags  in  its  hag- 
gard and  desolating  train,  every  abomination  which  is  tarnishing 
die  fair  page  of  our  history,  and  blasting  our  yet  lofty  nationid 
character ;  in  the  dens  of  intemperance  almost  every  crime  is  de- 
vised ;  by  the  brutifying  stimulus  of  intoxicating  liquor  almost 
every  crime  is  perpetrated ;  and,  oh  1  you  who  are  employed  in 
spreading  liquid  madifess,  with  its  attendants,  misery,  blasphemy 
and  iniquity  jremble  while  y3u  hear  it, — by  your  agency  our 
age  and  natioi  groans  under  the  shameful  burden  of  such  cnie! 
moDstrosIaeSj  of  such  hear.<»s  and  mercenary  murders,  as  have 
been  perpetrated  by  a  Burke,  a  Hare,  a  Bishop,  a  Williams,  a 
Stewart,  the  Gilmertoii  carters,  and  others  of  iniamous  memory  i 
while,  through  the  preparation  of  hquid  fire,  some  of  vou  are  exa^r- 
ed  to  roll  along  in  your  carriages,  and  by  your  boastfiil  mottos  insul* 

*  Craikahank's  Addren  on  the  eptrit  tnde,  British  Tempennce  MagsziM  aad 
Reriew,  p.  108. 
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your  dupe»  by  telfing,  that  *  Gm  hath  bought  it :  who  could  have 
thouriit  It?'  By  spreadnig  the  6ery  stream,  aod  heafMog  fuel  on 
the  destructhre  conflagration,  man]^  more  are  waUowing  in  abnoat 
princely  affluence ;  while  the  victims  of  your  trade,  theu:  wives, 
and  children,  are  covered  with  rags  and  drenched  in  misery.  I 
would  afiectionately  beseech  such  to  examine  the  source  whence 
their  riches  flow.  I  would  beg  of  them  to  consult  their  con- 
sciences, which  will  mforra  them  that  their  ornaments  are  purchas* 
ed  at  the  expense  of  misery  to  their  customers,  their  superfluous 
finery  deprives  the  others  of  necessary  clothing,  their  ease,  volup- 
tuousness, and  splendour  are  supported  by  inflicting  acute  pains, 
wasting  diseases,  excruciating  torments,  madness,  despair,  and 
death ;  on  whom  ?  on  the  enemies  of  their  country  ?  on  strangers 
or  foreigners  ?— even  this  would  be  cruel ;  but  no !  their  victims 
are  their  friends,  relations,  neighbors,  and  fellow  countrymen.  I 
would  conjure  them,  therefore,  by  the  latent  spark  of  manly  feel- 
ing that  yet  warms  their  breast,  by  the  strugglings  of  that  feeling 
against  sordid  interest,  by  their  yet  remaining  patriotism,  to  aban- 
don the  accursed  trade,  and  attend  to  their  mterest  for  time  and 
for  eternity,  by  turning  to  tlie  lord's  side.'' 

And  says  a  distinguished  civilian  in  our  own  country,*  '*  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  die  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  our 
citizens,  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  as 
speedily  as  possible." — ^*  Convrace  the  men  who  make  shnnes  for 
the  goddess  Diana  that  they  are  partakers  in  the  guilt  of  those 
who  worship  the  idol,  and  most  of  them  will  abandon  the  unhallowed 
pursuit.  Satbfy  the  unreflecting  vender  of  ardent  spirits  that  he 
18  morally  responsible  for  all  the  crime  and  misery  which  his  mad- 
denine  potadons  naturally  produce,  and  he  will  relinquish  the  de- 
morahzmg  trafiic.  Point  the  christian  to  the  sacred  page  where 
the  pen  oi  inspiration  hath  written,  'he  who  hath  the  love  of  God 
in  his  heart,  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbor,'  and  he  will  not,  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  dollars,  destroy  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness 
of  those  around  him.  Convince  the  retailer  who  makes  the  drunk- 
ard, and  sends  him  staggering  home  to  abuse,  and  perhaps  to  mur- 
der his  wretched  wife  and  starving  children,  that  the  curse  of  Hea- 
ven is  denounced  against  him  who  holdeth  the  cup  to  his  neighbor's 
lips,  and  surely  he  will  forbear.  Let  the  attention  of  the  fond  pa- 
rent who  seebi  to  provide  for  his  beloved  objuring,  bv  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  be  directed  to  this  withering  curse 
which  may  soon  be  resting  upon  his  own  head,  when  he  may  be 
coropelled[  to  rescue  his  own  broken-hearted  daughter  from  the 
indescribable  wretchedness  of  a  drunkard's  hovel,  or  to  follow  hb  • 
last  aon  to  that  hopeless  depository,  a  drunkard's  grave ;  and 

•  tMbm  H.  Wthfwtb,  CbnoeDor  oTtha  Scult  oTNfir  Yodc 
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certainly  coercion  cannot  be  necessary  to  mduce  him  to  ibrsake 
this  dangerous  pursuit.  And  let  all  emulate  the  precept,  and  en- 
deavor to  live  up  tathe  requirements  of  that  law,  which  commands 
us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves,  and  to  consider  and  treat  ail 
mankind  as  our  brethren. 

**  High  on  a  acroll,  imcribed  on  Natnre^s  shrine. 
Live,  in  bright  cbaractera,  the  words  divine— > 

*  In  all  life's  changing  scenes,  to  others  do  ( 

*  What  yon  would  wnh  by  others  done  to  yon.'  V 
Winds,  wide  o'er  earth  this  sacred  law  convey  ; 

Ye  nations  hear  it,  and  let  all  obey." 

In  September  the  Temperance  Society  of  Baltimore  applied  to 
our  secretary  for  an  agent  to  labor  under  their  direction  and  at, 
their  expense,  in  that  city  and  state.     He  engaged  for  that  service 
the  Rev.  John  Marsh,  of  Haddam,  Connecticut,  Secretary  of  the 
Connecticut  Temperance  Society.     In  additicm  to  the  visiting  of 
different  parts  of  that  state,  he  visited  also,  during  liis  agency,  the 
city  of  Washington ;  and  was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  meet- 
ing in  the  capitol  which  has  been  referred  to,  and  which  has  been 
so  extensively  useful  throughout  tlie  country.     The  Hon.  Lewis 
Cass,  secretary  of  war,  presided,  and  Walter  Lowry,  Esq.  clerk  of 
the  senate  of'^  the  United  States,  was  secretary  of  tlie  meeting. 
Tlie  Rev.  Reuben  Post,  of  Washington  City,  chaplain  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.     The 
Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  stated  that  the  object  of  it  was,  the  promotion  of 
tlie  cause  of  Temperance  in  the  United  States,  and  throudiout 
the  world.     The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  the  Hon.  Felix 
Grundy,  United  3tates  Senator  from  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  the 
Hon.   Theodore    Frelinghuysen,  United   States    Senator   finom 
the  slate  of  New  Jersey;  tlie  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates,  member 
of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
the  Hon.  James  M.  Wavne,  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 
Unitecl  States  Senator,  from  tlie  State  of  Massachusetts.     A  vote 
of  tlianks  was  then  presented  to  the  secretary  of  war  for  presiding 
on  tlie  occasion,  and  tlie  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by  tlie 
Rev.  Professor  Durbin,  of  Kentucky,  chaplain  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

Those  who  addressed  tlie  meeting  spoke  in  higli  terms  of  the 
social,  civil,  and  religious  benefits  which  have  resulted  to  our 
country,  from  tlie  formation  and  operations  of  Temperance  Socie- 
ties, and  expressed  their  conviction  that  the  influence  of  them  will 
be  felt  through  the  world.  The  speeches  have  since  been  publish- 
ed in  various  parts  of  the  country,  have  passed  through  several 
editions,  and  are  now  receiving  a  very  extensive  circulation. 
Another  important  testimony  to  the  benefits  of  temperance. 
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societies,  and  to  the  importance  of  their  universal  extension,  was 
given  by  the  Hon.  WiUiam  Wirt,  late  attorney  general  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    In  a  communication  which  he  made  to  a  meeting  of 
the  Baltimore  city  Temperance  Society  he  said,  "  I  have  been 
for  more  than  forty  years  a  close  observer  of  life  and  manners  in 
varioos  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  I  know  not  the  evil  that 
will  bear  a  moment's  comparison  widi  intemperance.     It  is  no  ex- 
aggeration to  say,  as  has  been  often  said,  that  this  single  cause 
has  produced  more  vice,  crime,  poverty,  and  wretchedness  in 
every  form,  domestic  and  social,  than  all  the  other  ills  that  scourge 
lis,  combined.    In  truth,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  meet  with  misery 
in  any  shape,  m  this  countr}*^,  which  will  not  be  foimd  on  examina- 
tion to  have  proceeded,  direcdy  or  indirectly,  from  the  excesshre 
use  of  ardent  spirits.     Want  is  one  of  its  immediate  consequences. 
The  sad  spectacle  of  starving  and  desutute  families,  and  of  igno- 
rant, half  naked,  vicious  children,  ought  never  to  be  presented  in 
a  countiy  like  this,  where  the  demand  for  labor  is  constant,  the 
field  unlimited,  the  sources  of  supply  inexhaustible,  and  where 
there  are  none  to  make  us  afraid ;  and  it  never  would  be  presented, 
or  very  rarely  mdeed,  were  it  not  for  the  desolation  brought  upon 
fiunilies  by  the  general  use  of  tliis  deadly  poison.     It  panuyses  the 
arm,  the  brain,  the  heart.    AU  the  best  affections,  all  the  energies 
q(  the  mind,  wither  under  its  influence.     The  man  becomes  a 
mamac,  and  is  locked  up  in  a  hospital,  or  imbrues  his  hands  iti 
die  blood  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  is  sent  to  the  gallows  or 
doomed  to  the  penitentiary ;  or,  if  he  escapes  these  consequences, 
he  becomes  a  walking  pesdlence  on  the  earth,  miserable  in  him- 
self, and  loathsome  to  all  who  behold  him.     How  often  do  we 
see,  too,  whole  families  contaminated  by  the  vicious  example  of 
the  parent ;  husbands,  wives,  daughters,  and  sons,  all  drunkards 
and  furies  :  sometimes  wives  murdering  their  husbands ;  at  othefs 
husbands  their  wives ;  and  worst  of  all,  if  worse  can  be  in  such  a 
group  of  horrors,  children  murdering  their  parents.     But  bebw 
mis  grade  of  crime,  how  much  is  there  of  unseen  and  untold  mise- 
ry, throughout  our  otherwise  happy  land,  proceeding  from  this  fatal 
cause  alone.     I  am  persuaded  that  if  we  could  have  a  statistical 
survey  and  report  of  the  afiairs  of  unhappy  families  and  individu- 
als, with  the  causes  of  their  misery  annexed,  we  should  find  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  if  not  a  sdU  greater  proportion,  resulting  from  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  alone.     With  this  conviction,  which  seems  to 
have  become  universal  among  reflecting  men,  the  apathy  shown 
to  the  contbuance  of  the  evil  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  circum- 
stance that  the  mischief,  though  verbally  admitted,  is  not  seen  and 
feh  in  all  its  enormity.    If  some  fiital  plague,  of  a  contagious 
character,  were  imported  into  our  country,  and  had  commenced 
its  ravages  in  our  cities,  we  should  see  the  most  prompt  and  vigor- 
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ous  measures  at  once  adopted  to  repress  and  extmgnish  it :  but 
what  are  the  most  fearful  plagues  that  ever  carried  death  and 
havoc  in  their  train  through  the  eastern  countries,  compared  with 
this  ?    They  are  only  occasional ;  thb  b  perennial.    Thej  are 
confined  by  climate  or  place ;  this  malady  is  of  all  cliaiates, 
and  all  times  and  places.    They  kill  the  body  at  once;  this  ooih- 
sumes  both  body  and  soul  by  a  lingering  and  dreadful  death,  involv' 
ing  the  dearest  connections  in  the  vortex  of  ruin.    What  parenty 
however  exemplary  himself,  can  ever  feel  that  his  son  is  safe  while 
the  living  fountain  of  poison  is  within  his  reach  ?    God  grant  that^ 
it  maj  soon  become  a  fount^n  sealed,  in  our  country  at  least.    WhaS. 
a  rehef,  what  a  delightful  relief,  would  it  be  to  turn  from  the  awfiil 
and  horrid  past,  to  the  pure,  peaceful,  and  bsLippy  future !  to  se^ 
the  springs  of  life,  and  feeling,  and  intelligence,  renewed  gq  every 
hand ;  health,  industry,  and  prosperity,  glowing  around  us ;  m^ 
altars  of  domestic  peace  and  love  rekindled  m  every  family  ;  and 
the  religion  of  the  oaviour  presented  with  a  fair  field  for  its  cel^-* 
tial  action. 

'*  The  progress  aheady  made  by  our  temperance  societies,  in 
advancmg  this  golden  age,  proves  them  to  be  of  a  divine  (»%in.. 
May  the  Almighty  crown  his  own  work  with  full  and  speedy  suc- 
cess.     I  remain,  dear  sir,  respectfuUy  and  truly  yours, 

"  William  Wirt.^ 

So  numerous  and  striking  have  been  the  benefits  of  societies 
formed  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  firom  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  that 
increased  efibrts  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  extend 
them  through  the  country.*  The  friends  oi  temperance  in  the 
State  of  New  York  have  set  an  example  on  this  subject,  which, 
.f  followed,  would  do  much  towards  banishing  intemperance  from 
the  earth.  They  have  entered,  with  systematic  vi^or,  and  with  great 
success,  on  the  plan  of  forming  a  temperance  society  in  every  town, 
and  in  every  school  district  in  ^e  State.  A  circular  has  been  issued 
and  sent  to  every  family,  mviting  all  the  members  who  have  come 
to  years  of  imderstandmg,  to  abstein  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit; 
and  to  unite  with  a  temperance  society.  More  than  50,000  have 
been  added  to  their  temperance  societies  during  the  past  year. 
And  the  secretary  of  that  society  states,  that  the  members  which 
are  added  to  their  societies  will  average  a  thousand  a  day.  **The 
circulars,"  he  says,  "  have  produced  and  are  producing  wonders. 
All  that  our  State  needs  is  information,  and  the  work  will  oe  onward 
Pennsylvania  has  sent  for  a  partial  supply  of  the  circulars,  and  we 
have  sent  enough  to  the  Secretary  of^tfae  navy  fbr  the  suppty  oi 
our  national  ships. 

To  engage  in  this  benevolent  work  all  classes  of  people,  and  la 
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extend  the  same  effideot  system  tbroudiout  the  country,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Americtn  Temperance  Society,  at  their  meeting  in 
Boston,  January  16,  1832,  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

^  1.  That  tfale  social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of  our  country, 
and  of  the  world,  would  be  greatly  promoted,  should  each  indivi- 
dual ahstain  oodrely  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink ;  from 
the  manufacture  of  it,  and  the  traffic  in  it ;  and  from  the  furnish- 
ing of  it,  in  any  way,  as  drink  for  others. 

''  2.  That  each  individual  in  our  country,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
be  pardcularly  invited  thus  to  abstain,  and  in  all  suitable  ways  to 
exert  his  influence,  to  lead  all  others  to  do  the  same. 

*'  3.  That,  as  information  is  important,  a  Circular,  containing  a 
brief  view  of  the  prominent  facts  on  this  subject,  be  prepared,  and, 
as  means  can  be  obtained,  be  sent  to  every  family  in  the  United 
States,  respectfully  and  earnestly  requesting  each  individual,  who 
has  come  to  years  of  understanding,  to  adopt  the  above  plan ;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  doing  good,  to  unite  with  others  in  a  Temperance 
Society. 

'^  4.  That,  to  promote  the  formation  of  Temperance  Societies,  to 
invite  all  to  join  them,  and  to  carry  the  above  plan  into  practical 
efiect  throughout  our  country,  it  is  needful  tliat  one  or  more  wise 
and  efficient  Agents  should  be  employed  by  each  State ;  and  that 
some  General  Agents  should  visit  all  parts  of  our  land. 

^  5.  That  application  be  made  to  benevolent  individuals  'and 
known  friends  of  temperance,  for  means  to  accomplish  the  above- 
mentioned  objects ;  and  to  enable  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety to  prosecute  its  great  and  benevolent  work,  till  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spint  as  a  drink,  tlie  manufacture  of  it,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  shall 
be  done  away  throughout  our  country,  and  throughout  the  world." 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolutions,  the  following  letter  has 
been  published,  and  sent  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  different  parts 
of  the  United  States : — 

^^The  American  Temperance  Society  is  engaged  in  tlie 
neat  and  benevolent  work  of  extending  the  principle  of  abstinence 
uom  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  till  it  shall  become  universal.  By 
means  of  the  press  and  of  living  agents,  a  strong  impression  has 
already  beeii  made^  and  a  great  change  effected  with  regard  to 
tlus  subjecu  More  than  a  million  of  persons  in  the  United  States 
now  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit.  Among  them  are  those 
of  aU  ages,  and  in  all  kinds  of  lawful  business.  Many,  who  for 
years  used  it  habitually,  and  thought  it  needful,  have  found  by 
experience  that  they  were  mistaken,  and  that  they  are  in  all  re- 
spects better  without  it.  And  should  the  experiment  be  fairly 
made,  tins  would  be  found  to  be  the  case  witli  all. 

"  More  than  a  thousand  distilleries  liave  been  stopped ;  more 
dian  three  thousand  merchants  have  ceased  to  traffic  in  the  poison^ 
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tnd  more  than  three  thousand  drunkards  ceased  to  use  iutoxicatiiig 
drinks.  More  than  ten  thousand  persons,  as  appears  from  numer- 
ous facts,  have,  by  the  change  in  the  sentiments  and  practices  of 
the  community,  already  been  saved  from  becoming  drunkards. 
The  quantity  of  ardent  spirit  used  over  extensive  districts  of  coun- 
try, has  been  greatly  diminished ;  and  pauperism,  crime,  sickness, 
insanity,  and  premature  deaths  have  been  diminished  in  propor- 
tion. 

"  And  when  persons  have  ceased  to  use  intoxicating  drinks,  the^ 
have  not  only  become  more  sober,  healthy,  diligent  and  economic 
cal,  and  their  condition  for  this  life  been  greatly  improved ;  bist; 
they  have,  in  much  greater  numbers,  become  hopefully  pious,  and 
experienced  an  entire  change  of  character  and  ot  prospects  for  th^ 
life  to  come.     And  could  appropriate  means  be  used,  over  our 
whole  country,  a  change,  with  the  divine  blessing,  might  be  efect— 
ed,  which  would  save,  annually,  millions  of  property,  and  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  lives ;  a  change  which  would  remove  one 
of  the  greatest  dangers  to  our  social,  civil,  and  religious  institutions, 
one  of  the  greatest  obstnictions  to  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and 
all  the  means  of  grace ;  and  one  of  the  chief  causes,  throughout 
our  land,  of  human  wretchedness  and  wo. 

But  for  ability  to  employ  these  means,  and  accomplish  these 
objects,  the  American  Temperance  Society  is  dependent  upon 
what  the  friends  of  temperance  nre  disposed  to  furnish.  Its  whole 
permanent  income  is  not  six  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  a  sum  insuf- 
ficient to  print  and  circulate,  as  extensively  as  is  desirable,  even 
its  Annual  Report.     Numerous  and  pressing  applications,  from  all 

Earts  of  the  country,  are  made  for  publications,  and  for  agents  ; 
ut  the  Society  has  not  the  means  of  complying  witli  these  re- 
quests. And  without  assistance,  its  labors,  which,  in  time  past 
have  been  so  greatly  blessed,  and  which  are  so  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  welfare  of  the  present  and  all  future  generations  of 
men,  for  both  worlds,  must  in  a  great  measure  cease.  Whether 
they  shall  be  continued,  or  not,  now  depends  upon  this,  whether 
the  friends  of  the  object  will  furnish  the  means. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  in  reliance  on  Him  who  has  all 
hearts  in  his  hands,  have  resolved  to  make  application  to  as  many 
as  practicable,  of  the  known  friends  of  temperance,  who  are  blessed 
witn  property,  and  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  them  to  fur- 
nbh  the  necessarv  means.  Should  one  hundred  individuals  give 
one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  or  could  a  sum  equal  to  that  be  ob- 
tained, abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  might,  it  is  believed, 
be  extended  throughout  our  country,  and  throughout  the  Chris- 
tian world.  The  next  generation,  and  all  future  generations  of 
men  might  come  forward  into  life  without  the  habit  of  using  it, 
without  any  appetite  for  it,  or  expectation  of  any  benefit  to  be  de-; 
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rived  from  the  use  of  it.  Then  the  gospel  and  all  the  means  of 
grace  may  be  expected  to  produce  more  than  double  their  past 
efiects ;  and  all  efibrts  for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  spiritual  bene- 
fit of  man  be  crowned  with  greatly  augmented  success.  And  in 
DO  way,  probably,  could  the  same  amount  of  property  do  greater 
good  to  mankind. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  in  fulfilment  of  tlie  high  trust  assign- 
ed to  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  great  interests 
of  our  country  and  the  world,  respectfully  and  eamesdy  request 
the  friends  of  temperance  to  assist  them  in  this  great  and  moment- 
ous work.  And  although  they  have  no  desire  to  dictate  as  to  the 
manner,  or  the  amount,  yet  as  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  should 
know  what  means  they  can  obtain  in  order  to  lay  out  their  plans, 
and  direct  their  operations  accordingly,  they  take  the  liberty  to 
present  the  following  form  of  subscription,  viz. — ^To  enable  the 
American  Temperance  Society,  by  means  of  the  press,  and  of  living 
agents,  to  extend  the  principle  of  absdnence  fi*om  the  use  of  ardent 
spirit,  throughout  our  country, — ^we  the  subscribers  agree  to  pay 
annually  to  said  society,  so  long  as  it  shall  appear  to  us  to  be  pro- 
per, the  sums  annexed  to  our  names. 

George  Qdiorne,  ' 

John  Tappan, 

Heman  Lincoln, 

Justin  Edwards,    . 

Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  J 
Bosi&rij  Jan.  16,  1832. 
P.  S. — ^Although,  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  greater  ease  and  diminished  expense  of  coUecting 
it,  an  annual  subscripdon  is  viewed  by  die  Committee  as  more 
desirable  than  a  donauon,  yet  if  any  person  prefer  to  assist  by  a 
donation,  he  is  requested  to  write  donation  against  his  name.  And 
any  amount,  furnished  in  either  way,  and  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  97 
Muk  street,  Boston,  will  be  thankfully  received,  and  faithfully  ap- 
propriated to  the  great  object  of  the  society." 

The  Circular  referred  to  in  the  3d  resoludon  has  been  prepar- 
ed. It  is  a  pamphlet  of  twelve  pages,  and  has  been  stereo^ped. 
It  is  sold  by  A.  Russell,  No.  5,  Comhill,  Boston,  at  4^10  per 
thousand,  and  is  adapted  to  universal  circuladon.* 

Should  one  hundred  individuals  give  one  hundred  doUars  a 
year,  or  could  a  sum  equal  to  that  be  obtained,  a  copy  of  it  might 
be  put  into  every  family  in  the  United  States :  millions  be  added 
to  Temperance  Sociedes,  and  their  operauons  be  continued  dll  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  shall  be  done  away 

*  Appwidix  ^  - 
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^More  tban  100,000  copies  of  the  pamphlet  referred  to,  have  abeadj 
been  prioted ;  and  all  who  are  disposed  to  promote  the  good  of 
mankind,  are  requested  to  aid  in  furnishmg  means,  and  in  giving  to 
it  a  universal  circulation. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  continued  to  devote  his  wbde 
time  to  the  concerns  of  the  Society.  He  superintended  the  stereo- 
t^ing  and  printing  of  the  Fourth  Report,  and  assisted  in  its  circula- 
tion. He  also  prepared  the  circulars  which  have  been  referred 
to;  has  traveled  more  than  1700  miles,  and  addressed  public 
bodies  more  than  150  times.  He  has  prepared  numerous  articles 
which  have  been  circulated  extensively  through  the  medium  of 
periodicak,  and  public  papers ;  has  published  forty  letters  on  the 
immorality  of  the  traffic  m  ardent  spirit ;  conducted  the  correspon- 
dence, and  superintended  the  general  concerns  of  the  Society. 
An  abstract  ol  the  letters  on  the  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit,  have,  at  the  request  of  friends  of  the  cause,  been  published 
in  a  pamphlet,  and  are  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report.* 

Means  have  been  furnished  for  the  employment  of  an  agent  six 
months  in  the  6ity  of  New  York,  who  was  appointed  by,  and  la- 
bored under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  the  New  York  City 
Temperance  Sociedr.  An  agent  also  of  the  Baptist  denomination 
has  been  employed  for  eight  months,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Other  agents  have  been  employed  by  State  and  County  societies ; 
numerous  individuals  have  performed  voluntary  agencies;  ad- 
dresses have  been  delivered  by  clergymen,  attorneys,  physicians 
and  others;  the  press,  with  its  powerful  and  all-pervadmg  voice, 
has  continued  to  speak,  and  the  conviction  to  deepen  and  extend, 
that  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  the  manufacture  of  it,  and 
the  traffic  in  it,  is  an  immorality  of  a  high  and  aggravated  character ; 
wholly  opposed  in  its  nature  and  influence  to  the  spirit  and  reqtiire- 
ments  of  the  Christian  religion ;  at  war  with  the  honor  and  govern- 
ment of  Jehovah,  and  hostile  to  the  holiness  and  happiness  of 
mankind.  The  conviction  is  becoming  general,  that  the  men  who 
understand  the  nature  and  effects  of  ardent  spirit,  and  yet  continue 
to  traffic  in  it,  are  accessories  to  the  evils,  and  accomplices  in  all 
the  crimes  which  it  occasions;  that  they  give  fearful  evidence 
that  they  regard  money  more  than  Grod,  and  are  willing,  for  the 
sake  of  it,  to  destroy,  for  both  worlds,  their  fellow-men.  Sober 
men  of  all  classes,  who  have  examined  this  subject,  are  moving 
onward  to  the  setded  and  permanent  conclusion,  that  such  men 
cannot,  while  they  continue  to  do  this,  give  that  credible  evidence 
of  heme  good  men,  which  would  justify  an  impartial  community, 
in  receiving  and  treating  them  as  such. 

Multitudes,  during  the  past  year,  have  spoken  out  on  this  subject, 

,  *  Appendiz  G. 
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ind  whb  great  clearness  and  strength,  corroborated  what  others 
Imd  said  before. 

Rer.  Heor^  Ware,  jr.  professor  of  pulpit  eloquence  and  the 
ipttitoral  care  in  Harvard  Universityy  says,  *^  No  proposition  seems 
to  me  susceptible  of  more  satisfactory  demonstration  than  this, — 
and  I  am  sure  that  no  person  can  give  it  one  hour's  serious  tbouf^t 
without  assenting  to  it, — ^that,  in  the  present  state  of  information  on 
this  subject,  no  man  can  think  to  act  on  Christian  principles,  or  do 
a  patriot's  duty  to  his  country,  and  at  the  same  time  make  or  sell 
the  instrument  of  intoxication."  And  shall  men  continue  to  be 
received  as  giving  credible  evidence  of  being  Christians,  who 
knowingly  carry  on  an  employment,  in  which  tbey  cannot  thidcto 
act  on  Christian  principle  ?  and  which  is  utterly  inconsistent,  even 
with  a  patriot's  du^r  ?  which,  in  the  language  of  this  writer,  is 
^no  less  than  employing  his  time,  capital  and  industry  to  prepare 
for  use,  and  offer  for  use,  that  which  has  been  proved  to  be  the 
principal  source  of  misery  and  crime  in  modem  society  ?  providing 
xir  men  the  convenient  and  tempting  means  of  ruining  their  health, 
and  their  business ;  beggaring  their  families,  becoming  vi^abonds, 
and  a  nuisance  while  alive,  and  sinking  prematurely  to  a  dishonor- 
aUe  grave  ? "  and  when  ^'  the  nature  oi  his  calling  renders  this 
inevitable,  and  he  cannot  be  a  dealer  in  spirits  without  becoming 
accessory  to  all  this  vice  and  ruin  ? "  Is  he  who,  for  the  sake  of 
money,  perseveringly  continues  to  do  this,  to  be  received  and 
tteated  as  giving  cr^ible  evidence  that  he  is  a  good  man  ?  An 
injured  and  suffering  community,  by  the  voice  of  accumulating 
millions,  answers — ^No. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.D.  President  of  Brown  Univer- 
ty  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  an  address  latelv  delivered, 
after  stating  that  it  has  been  shown  that  more  than  $90,000,000 
are  annually  lost  to  the  country  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  in  addition 
to  all  the  other  evils  which  flow  from  it,  puts  to  the  conscience  of 
each  one  who  continues,  whether  by  wholesale  or  retail,  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic,  or  in  any  way  to  furnish  ardent  spirit  for  the 
use  of  his  fellow  men,  the  following  questions,  viz. 

^  First.  Can  it  be  right  for  me  to  derive  my  living  from  that 
which  is  spreading  disease,  and  poverty,  and  premature  death 
throughout  my  neighborhood  ?  How  would  it  be  in  any  similar 
case  ?  Would  it  be  right  for  me  to  derive  my  living  from  selling 
poison,  or  from  propagating  plague,  or  leprosy  around  me  ? 

Second.  Can  it  be  right  ibr  me  to  derive  my  livine  from  that 
^hich  is  debasing  the  minds,  and  ruining  the  souls  of  my  neigli- 
bors  ?  How  would  it  be  in  any  other  case  ?  Would  it  be  right 
^or  me  to  derive  my  living  from  the  sale  of  a  drug  which  produced 
ainiserv,  or  madness ;  or  from  the  sale  of  obscene  books  which  ex. 
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eked  the  pmwH,  and  bnitaSied  die  minds,  and  ruined  die  aoub 
ofmr  fieBovmep? 

Tkird.  Can  k  be  right  for  me  to  derive  my  living  from  diat 
wfakk  deaoojs  forever  die  happiness  of  die  domesdc  circle— 
wfakh  is  filEiig  die  land  widi  women  and  children  in  a  CQndidoD 
6r  aaore  depfandble  dian  diat  of  widows  and  orphans  ? 

IVwirdL  Can  H  be  rieht  for  me  to  derive  my  living  from  that 
vladi  is  known  to  be  the  cause  of  nine-tenths  of  aU  the  crimes 
wtwfa  are  perpetrated  against  society  ? 

Fiffli.  Can  h  be  right  for  me  to  derive  my  living  from  that 
which  brings  upon  society  nine-tendis  of  all  the  pauperism  which 
exBis,  and  which  the  rest  of  the  community  are  ooliged  to  pay 
for? 

Sixth.  Can  it  be  rieht  for  me  to  derive  my  living  fhxn  that 
whicli  accomplishes  aU  these  at  once,  and  which  does  it  widiout 
ceasing? 

Do  you  say  that  you  do  not  know  that  the  liquor  which  you  are 
s^bg  will  produce  these  results  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  gallons  produce  these  effects  for  one 
vdttch  is  used  innocendy  ?    I  ask,  then, 

Seventh.  Would  it  be  ri^ht  for  me  to  sell  poison  on  the  ground 
diat  there  was  one  chance  m  a  thousand  that  the  purchaser  wouM 
nol  dMof  it? 

ESghth.  Do  you  say  that  >'0u  are  not  responsible  for  the  acts 
c4*'Your  neighbor?    Is  this  clearly  so?    Is  not  he  who  knowmgty' 
lunikbes  a  murderer  with  a  weapon,  considered  an  accomplice  ? 
k  not  he  vrho  navigates  a  slave  ship,  considered  a  pirate  ? 

If  these  things  be  so,  and  that  tney  are  so,  who  can  dispute,  I 
«(k  \<M%  my  respected  fellow  citizens,  what  is  to  be  done  r  Let 
«M  «sk«  b  not  this  trade  altogether  wrong  ?  Why,  then,  should 
w^  wi  ahogedier  abandon  it  ? 

If  any  man  think  otherwise  and  choose  to  continue  it,  I  have 
Vm  ^wi^  mird  to  say.  My  brother,  when  you  order  a  car^o  of  m- 
lt\\«MM^  drink,  think  how  much  misery  you  are  importbg  into 
lJb)#  v\MMMNuity«  As  you  store  it  up,  think  how  many  curses  you' 
«^  ImjaiiiBC  tocether  against  yourselif.  As  you  roll  it  out  of  youi 
^aNJMM^  think  Ik>w  many  families  each  cask  will  ruin.  Let 
\v«r  ibkMidbis  then  rt^vert  to  your  own  fireside,  your  wife,  and  you. 
Ildlir  i)«M ;  kok  upward  to  Him  who  judgeth  righteously,  and  ask . 
iijuwiJfc  ^  feffOlher«  is  THIS  right  ?  ^' 

'  "YW  Hm^  Keuben  H.  Wahvorth,  Chancellor  of  the  State  of 
\^«  \^  and  IV«>sident  of  the  New  York  State  Temperancen 
^<x^x  kt  «a  «Mms  htely  delivered,  says,  <<  Though  my  public 
^^ii,^^^|mk«^  «9l  alfewed  roe  to  participate  m  this  great  work  m  the 
^^^^"^,- 1  ^^^  kavt  desired,  I  have  witnessed  with  delieht  its 
ywvgt  wifwaiiu  ^  )^  ^^^  esteem  it  the  highest  honor  l  couldj 
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htve  received  from  my  fellow  citisens,  to  have  been  permitted  to 
connect  my  name  with  this  institution,  and  to  use  the  bttle  personal 
influence  I  possessed  in  aiding  its  operations. 

"  In  reviewing  the  progress  of  temperance  for  a  few  years  past, 
the  changes  which  have  been  produced  in  public  opipion  on  this 
important  subject  are  astonishmg,  even  to  its  most  sanguine  friends. 
And  it  furnishes  to  us  all  the  highest  encouragement  to  continne 
our  exertions,  until  the  common  use  of  ardent  spirits  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  disgraceful  as  open  opposidon  to  such  use  was  once 
deemed  unpopular ;  until  reflectmg  men  will  no  more  think  of 
making  and  vending  ardent  spirits,  or  of  erecting  and  renting  grog- 
shops as  a  means  of  gain,  than  they  would  now  think  of  »poisomng 
ibe  well  from  which  a  neighbor  obtains  water  for  his  famdy,  or  of 
arming  a  maniac  to  destroy  his  own  life,  or  the  lives  of  those  around 
him." 

Such  are  becoming  the  views  of  good  men  of  all  descriptions, 
who  are  acquainted  with  this  subject,  throughout  the  country. 
Tliey  view  it  as  a  sin  of  high  and  awful  aggravation ;  and  believe 
that  a  man  is  as  reaUy  guilty  who  kills  himself,  or  is  accessory  to 
the  death  of  his  fellow  men,  by  means  of  ardent  spirit,  as  by  means 
c^  opium,  a  knife,  or  a  pistol ;  and  Uiut  the  hope  of  greater  bodily 
gratification,  or  worldly  gain,  is  no  more  really  a  justification  in 
one  case,  than  in  the  other.  And  they  believe  that  the  commands 
ai  Crod,  "  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts,  Tbodily  gratifications)  which 
war  against  the  soul;"  ''asvewouM  that  others  should  do  to 
you,  do  ye  to  them  ; "  and  '^  tnou  shalt  not  kill,"  and  many  others, 
as  really  forbid  a  man's  being  the  occasion  of  death  in  one  case, 
as  in  the  other. 

Says  a  distinguished  writer,*  "  I  chaUenge  any  man  who  un- 
derstands the  nature  of  ardent  spirit,  and  yet,  for  the  sake  of  gain, 
continues  to  be  engaged  in  the  traffic,  to  show  that  he  is  not  in- 
volved in  the  guilt  of'  murder."  The  money  that  is  accumulated 
in  this  way  is  now  viewed  as  the  price  of  blood,  and  when  left  to 
the  children,  and  scattered  by  them  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven, 
wiU  be  spoken  of  as  the  inheritance  which  the  Lord  hath  cufsed. 

Another  writer,f  declares,  ''  They  who  keep  these  fountains  of 
poUution  and  crime  open,  are  sharers,  to  no  small  extent,  in  the 
guilt  which  flows  from  them.  They  may  be  temperate  men 
uemselves,  but  they  contribute  to  make  others  intemperate.  They 
stand  at  the  very  source  of  the  evil.  They  command  the  gate- 
way of  that  mighty  flood  which  is  spreading  desolation  through  the 
land ;  and  are  chargeable  with  all  the  present  and  everlasting  con 
sequences,  no  less  than  the  infatuated  victim  who  throws  hunself 

*  LjmaB  Beecber,  D.  D.  t  Rev.  SuumI  Sprio^ 
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Upon  the  bosom  of  tbe  burning  torrent,  and  is  borne  by  it  into  the 
gulf  of  wo." 

The  Rev.  VTilbur  Fiske,  D.  D.  Preadent  of  the  Weslejraii 
University,  Middletown,  Conn,  in  an  address  to  members  of 
churches  on  the  immorality  of  the  traffic,  says,  "  It  is  not  enough 
that  a  majority  of  the  church  keep  themselves  from  evil ;  if  they 
hdd  the  sacred  and  protecting  banner  of  the  church  over  thoee 
who  cause  others  to  sm,  they  are  verily  guilty  themselves.  7%e 
same  train  of  means  and  causes  thai  have  produced  the  inien^^" 
ate  of  the  past  and  the  present  generations  are  stUl  in  operation 
to  produce  an  equal  or  greater  proportion  in  the  next  genenUionj 
avM  so  on  forever !  And  what  is  still  worse,  the  ckuren  is  aiding 
and  abetting  this  diabolical  conspiracy  against  the  bodies  amd 
souls  of  men  I  We  had  indeed  hoped  for  better  things  of  Chris- 
tians ;  but  we  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  fact.  And  I  appeal 
to  the  church  herself,  and  ask  her  in  the  name  of  sincerity  if  she 
can  clear  herself  of  the  charge  ?  Do  not  many  of  her  members 
use  ardent  spirits  ?  Do  they  not  traffic  in  the  accursed  thing  ? 
Do  they  not  hold  out  on  their  signs  invitadons  to  all  that  pass  by, 
to  come  and  purchase  of  them  the  deadly  poison?  Then  indeed 
is  the  church  a  partner  in  this  conspiracy ;  for  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  all  the  drunkenness  in  the  land  is  produced  by  Ufhat  is 
called  the  temperate  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

^*  The  conclusion,  then,  is  irresistible,  and  every  candid  mind 
must  feel  it,  every  Christian  will  feel  it,  he  who  by  use  and  traffic 
countenances  the  pracdce  of  drinking  ardent  spirits,  is  throwing 
his  influence  into  the  work  of  recruiting  the  ranks  of  the  intem- 
perate, and  renders  himself  personally  responsible  for  the  woes 
that  follow.  I  say,  then,  on  off  the  moderate  drinkers  in  our  land, 
on  all  that  traffic  m  the  accursed  thing,  rests  the  wo  that  God  him- 
self hath  denounced  on  him  that  putteth  the  cup  to  his  neighbot^s 
mouthj  and  maketh  him  drunken. 

"  My  Christian  brother,  if  you  saw  this  trade  as  I  believe  God 
sees  it,  you  would  sooner  beg  your  bread  from  door  to  door,  than 
gain  money  by  such  a  traffic.  The  Christian's  dram  shop! 
Sound  it  to  yourself.  How  does  it  strike  your  ear  ?  It  is  doubt- 
less a  choice  gem  in  the  phrase-book  of  Satan  !  But  how  para- 
doxical !  How  shocking  to  the  ear  of  the  Christian  !  How  aSetfi 
ave  to  the  ear  of  Deity  !  Why,  the  dram  shop  is  the  recruitii^ 
rendezvous  of  hell !  (if  the  term  shocks  you  I  cannot  help  it,  hr 
we  all  know  it  is  the  truth.^  And  shall  a  Chrisdan  consent  to  be 
iie  recruiting  officer?  It  is  here  the  drunkard  is  made,  and  you 
pander  to  his  appetite  until  you  have  kindled  up  in  his  bosom  a 
raging  fire  that  can  never  be  cruenched — and  all  this  for  a  little 
money  ! — ^And  when  you  have  helped  make  him  a  drunkard,  and 
be  becomes  troublesome,  you  dnve  him,  perhaps,  from  your 
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faouie  or  your  shop,  declare  yon  mean  to  ke^  an  orderly  house ! 
express  your  abhorrence  of  drunkards !  and  imagine  you  are  in- 
nocent of  dieir  blood !  But  it  is  too  late  to  talk  about  denying 
him  now.  T%e  man  it  ruined^  and  you  have  been  the  initrument. 
S^y  not,  if  you  do  not  seU,  others  wilL  Musi  you  be  an  ally  of  Sa- 
tan, and  a  destrojrer  of  your  race,  because  odiers  are  ?  If  you 
leaye  off  selling,  you  will  weaken  die  ranks  of  sin,  and  strengmen 
the  hands  of  t(ie  righteous.  Say  not,  if  you  do  not  sell,  it  will 
injure  ]rour  business,  and  prevent  your  supporting  jrour  famity. 
It  was  said  by  one,  that  '  such  a  statement  is  a  libel  upon  the  Di- 
vine goyemment.'  Must  you,  indeed,  deal  out  ruin  to  your  fel- 
kyw  men,  or  starve  ?  Then  starve !  It  would  be  a  glorious  mar- 
tyrdom contrasted  with  the  other  alternative.  Do  not  say,  I  sell 
by  the  large  quantity — ^I  have  no  tipplers  about  me-— and  mereibre 
I  am  not  guilty  !  You  are  the  chief  man  in  this  business — the 
others  are  only  subalterns.  You  are  the  '  poisoners  general,'  of« 
whom  Mr.  Wesley  speaks,  who  murder  your  feUow  ciuzens  by  the 
wholesale.  But  for  the  retailers  to  do  your  drudgery,  you  would 
have  nothing  to  do.  While  you  stand  at  the  bulk  head,  and  qpen 
die  flood  gates,  they  from  this  river  of  fire  draw  off  the  small  riv- 
ulets, and  direct  diem  all  over  the  land,  to  blight  every  hope,  and 
bom  up  every  green  thmg.  The  greater  your  share  in  the  traffic, 
die  greater  is  your  guih.  There  is  no  avoidmg  thb  conclusion. 
The  same  reasoning  will  also  apply  to  the  manufacturer.  If  any 
man  has  priority  of  claim  to  a  snare  in  this  work  of  death,  it  is  the 
manufacturer.  The  church  must  fi'ee  herself  from  this  whole 
business.  It  is  all  a  sinful  work,  with  which  Christians  should 
have  nothing  to  do,  only  to  drive  it  from  the  sacred  enclosures  of 
the  church,  and  if  possible  from  the  earth." 

The  Rev.  Austm  Dickinson,  editor  of  the  National  Preacher, 
in  addressing  makers  and  venders  of  ardent  spirit,  says,  *^  You  are 
creatbg  and  sending  out  the  materials  of  disorder,  crime,  pover^, 
disease,  and  intellectual  and  moral  degradation.  You  are  contrin- 
uting  to  perpetuate  one  of  the  sorest  scourges  of  our  world.  And 
the  scoui^e  can  never  be  removed  till  those  deadly  fires  which  you 
have  kindled  are  all  put  out. — Without  a  prophet's  vision,  I  foresee 
the  day  when  the  manufecture  of  intoxicatmg  drink  for  common 
distribution,  will  be  classed  with  the  arts  of  counterfeiting  and  for- 
gery, and  the  maintenance  of  bouses  of  midnieht  reveby  and  pollu- 
tion.— ^Upon  the  dwellings  you  occupy,  upon  me  fields  you  enclose, 
upcHi  the  spot  that  entombs  your  asnes,  there  will  be  fixed  an  in- 
describable gloom  and  odiousness,  to  oflfend  the  eye  and  sicken  the 
heart  of  a  virtuous  community,  till  your  memory  shall  perish.  Quit, 
dien,  diis  vile  business,  and  spare  your  name,  spare  your  family,  spare 
your  children's  children  such  insupportable  sbame  and  reproach.** 

And  he  might  have  added,  spare  yourself  too  the  msupportable 
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auruish  of  meetug,  at  the  tribunal  of  God,  those  wbom  you  have 
poUuted,  debased,  and  ruined.  All,  who,  by  the  fiery  pcHson 
which  you  have  furnished,  have  ripened  for  the  fire  that  never  can 
be  quenched,  will  meet  you  at  the  judgment  day,  and  pour  out 
upon  you,  as  accessories  to  their  ruin,  their  deep  and  awful  execra- 
tions !  Nor  do  they  always  delay  till  the  light  of  eternity  awakes 
them.  A  man  who  had  been  furnished  by  his  neighbor  with  the 
means  of  destruction,  and  been  brought  by  it  to  the  verge  of  the 
grave,  was  visited,  in  his  last  moments,  by  the  author  of  his  ruin ; 
who  asked  him,  whether  he  remembered  him.  The  dying  man, 
forgetting  his  struggle  with  the  king  of  terrors,  said,  ^*  Ves,  I  re- 
member you,  and  I  remember  your  store,  where  I  formed  the 
habit  which  has  ruined  me  for  this  world  and  the  next.  And 
when  I  am  dead  and  gone,  and  you  come  and  take  firom  my 
widow  and  fatherless  cluldren  the  shattered  remains  of  my  (noper- 
ty  to  pay  my  rum  debts,  they  too  will  remember  you."  Ana  he 
added,  as  tney  were  both  members  of  the  same  church,  **  Yes, 
brother,  we  shall  all  remember  you,  to  all  eteminr."  And  it 
might  be  added,  he  too,  will  remember  them,  and  will  remember 
what  he  did,  for  the  sake  of  money  to  bring  their  husband  and  &- 
ther  and  his  own  brother  in  the  church,  to  the  drunkard's  grave ; 
and  to  take  from  the  widow  and  iatherless  not  merely  properqr 
but  that  which  no  wealth  can  purchase ;  and  which  wnen  taken, 
no  power  on  earth  can  restore.  And  he  may  remember  himself 
too,  as  the  author,  the  guilty,  polluted,  execrable  author  of  mis- 
chief which  eternity  cannot  repair ;  and  which  may  teach  him,  in 
deeper  and  deeper  wailings,  that  it  profits  a  man  nothing  to  gain 
the  world,  and  lose  his  soul ;  or  be  accessory  to  the  loss  of  the 
souls  of  others.  * 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher,  in  addressing  the  young  men  of  Boston, 
said, ''  The  dealers  in  this  liquid  poison  of  ardent  spirit  may  be  com- 
pared to  men  who  should  advertise  for  sale,  consumptions,  and 
fevers,  and  rheumatisms,  and  palsies,  and  apoplexies.  But  would 
our  public  authorities  permit  such  a  traffic?  No — ^The  public 
voice  wouldt  be  heard  at  once,  for  the  punishment  of  such  ene- 
mies of  our  race ;  and  the  rulers  that  would  not  take  speedy  ven- 
geance would  be  execrated  and  removed.  But  now  the  men  who 
deal  out  this  slow  poison  are  licensed  by  law ;  and  they  talk  about 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  plead  that  they  are  pursuing  their 
lawful  caUings.  But  does  the  law  of  God,  or  the  good  of  society 
admit  of  an  employment  to  decoy  the  unwary,  and  murder  thie 
innocent  ?  yet  these  traffickers  in  the  blood  of  men,  tell  us  that  this 
work  of  death  is  their  livings  their  means  of  supporting  their  fam- 
ilies ;  and  that  others  will  prosecute  the  buisness  if  they  decfine  it. 
But  can  they  ima^e  that  God  will  prosper  such  a  course  for  the 
destruction  of  their  feUow  beings?  or  that  he  has  so  constitiited 
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things  as  to  render  the  transgression  of  his  laws  the  necessary 
means  of  family  subsistence  ?    Should  a  class  of  persons  attempt  to 
dig  pit-falb  in  our  public  streets,  to  insnare  the  passengers ;  or 
should  they  make  use  of  blood-hounds  to  tear  and  devour  our 
peaceful  citizens,  or  should  they  hire  a  company  of  cut-throats  to 
drag  out  our  young  men  from  their  peaceful  homes,  and  murder 
them  in  our  streets ;  how  long  may  we  suppose  the  autliorities  of 
•  our  ci^  would  endure  such  ravagers  and  spoilers  ?    But  where  lies 
the  diroreoce  in  criminality  between  the  dram -seller  who  adminis- 
ters the  skw,  but  certain  death,  and  the  public  murdeier  ?    The 
former  b  licensed  in  his  wickedness,  by  law,  the  other  must  be 
hanged.''    Over  ever^  grog-shop,  says  Judge  Daggett,  should  be 
written,  in  great  capitals,  "  The  wav  to  hm^  going  down  to  the 
chmben  of  deaths    Nor  have  such  appeals,  which,  during  the 
past  year  have  been  multiplied  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  been 
m  vam.     Hundreds  of  distilleries  have  been  stopped,  and  thousands 
of  merchants  have  given  up  the  traffic.    And  those  who  have  not, 
are  becoming  di^  more  and  more  criminal,  often  in  their  own 
view,  and  more  often  in  the  view  of  others.     A  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  one  of  our  principal  cities  writes,  ^'  Distillers,  retailers, 
and  drunkards  are  culprits  here  in  the  eyes  of  all  sober  men.**    The 
remark  is  now  conmion,  that  it  is  as  wicked  to  kill  a  man,  by  one 
kind  of  poison,  as  by  another.    And  the  conviction  is  settling 
down  upon  the  public  mind,  that  he  who  continues  knowingly  to  do 
it  m  any  way,  is,  in  the  sight  of  God  a  murderer,  and  as  such 
wiO  beheld  responable  at  his  tribunal.    The  opinion  of  Jud^e 
Cranch,  ^mth  re^d  to  the  crimmality  of  furnishing  ardent  spint, 
as  a  drink,  is,  with  conscientious  and  enlightened  men,  fast  becom- 
ing common.     ^'  I  know,  that  the  cup  is  poisoned — ^I  know  that  it 
may  cause  death — that  it  may  cause  more  than  death — that  it 
may  lead  to  crime,  to  sin — ^to  the  tortures  of  everlasting  remorse. 
Am  I  not  then  a  murdereri  worse  than  a  murderer  fas  much 
^vorse  as  the  soul  is  better  than  the  body?" — *^  If  ardent  spirits, 
inrere  nothing  worse  than  a  deadly  poison — if  they  did  not  excite 
mnd  inflame  all  the  evil  passions — ^if  they  did  not  dim  that  heav- 
enly lidit  winch  the  AJmighty  has  implanted  in  our  bosoms 
ito  guiae  us  through  the  obscure  passages  of  our  pilgrimage — if 
"^hey  did  hot  quench  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  Jiearts,  they  would 
^>e  comparatively '  harmless,    it  is  their  moral  e^ct — ^it  b  the 
^mn  of  the  soul  which  they  produce,  that  renders  them  so  dread- 
"IRkt.     The  diflference  between  death  by  simple  poison,  and  death  by 
loabitual  btoxication,  may  extend  to  the  whole  difference  between 
^v^lasting  happiness,  and  eternal  death."    Multitudes,  increasing 
^"widly,  now  say,  with  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  committee 
^»  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society,  *<  Disguise  that  busi- 
as  they  will,  it  b  still,  in  its  true  character,  the  business  of  de- 
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stroying  the  bodies  and  the  souls  of  men.    The  vender  and  die 
maker  of  spirit,  in  the  whole  range  of  them  from  the  pettiest  grocer 
to  the  most  extensive  distiUer,  are  fairly  chargeable  not  only  with 
8uppl3ring  the  apfpetite  for  spirii,  but  With  creaitng  that  unnattira]  ap- 
petite ;  not  only  with  supplying  the  drunkard  with  the  fuel  of  his 
vices,  but  With  making  th^  drunkard."  *    And  the^^  are  fairly 
chargeable  too  with  bemg  accessories  to  all  the  miscmef,  and  ac- 
complices in  all  the  guilt  which  flows  from  it.     Nor  is  the  commu- 
nity any  longer  to  be  blinded,  and  put  off  by  the  stale  plea,  that 
they  do  not  know  that  they  produce  such  effects,  and  do  not  in- . 
tend  to  kill  men,  by  their  empkyment.     The  fact  is,  they  do 
know ;  or  if  they  did  not  hate  the  light,  and  shut  their  eyes  against 
it,  would  know.     The  evidence  is  before  the  public,  and  accessible 
to  any  man.    It  is  now  proved  by  facts  which  no  impartial  man  can 
gainsay  or  resist,  that  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  is  not  necessary,  not 
useful,  not  harmless,  and  not  safe ;  that  it  is  a  poison  both  to  the 
body  and  the  mind ;  that  it  causes  a  great  portion  of  all  the  crimes 
and  wretchedness  in  our  land ;  that  it  hinders  the  efficacy  of  the 
gospel,  and  often  ushers  men,  in  a  state  of  drunkenness  and  not 
unirequently  with  blasphemv  on  their  tongues,  into  a  boundless  eter- 
nity.    Providence  has  exhibited  facts  on  this  subject,  which  are  de- 
cisive ;  as  well  might  a  man  continue  to  discharge  grape-ehot  among 
multitudes  of  people,  or  poison  their  wells  of  water,  and  say  that 
he  does  not  know  that  he  shall  kill ;  or  to  circulate  among  them 
atheistical  and  immoral  books,  and  say  that  he  does  not  intend  to 
destroy,  and  expect  therefore  to  be  excused, — as  to  expect  it,  while 
he  continues  to  furnish  them  as  a  drink  with  ardent  spirit.     The 
community  will  look  at  the  results  of  his  actions,  and  fasten  upon 
him  their  odiousness  and  guilt.    Nor  are  they  any  bnger  to  be 
misled  by  the  sophistical  declaration  applied  to  this  subject,  that  the 
abuse  oi  a  thing  is  no  argument  against  its  use ;  for  all  use  of  ar- 
dent spirit  as  a  drink,  is  now  known  to  be  an  abuse.    It  is  now 
known  to  be  mischievous  as  a  drink,  under  aU  circumstances.    It 
is  now  known,  on  every  organ  it  touches  to  operate  as  ^poison; 
nowhere  in  the  human  body  is  it  aOowed  even  a  lodgement  till  the 
vital  powers  are  so  far  prostrated  that  it  cannot  be  removed :  ^^  It 
produces  weakness,  not  strength ;  sickness,  not  health ;  death,  not 
life."    The  use  of  it  therefore  is  branded  as  a  nn;  and  the  fur-| 
iiishing  of  it,  for  the  use  of  others,  as  a  still  ^eater  sin.  \ 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  which  is  becomms  cquh 
tnon,  viz.  That  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is  a  business  which  ii 
unjust  toward  the  communitv.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a  county 
which  has  in  it  a  thousand  drunkards ;  a  great  portion  of  them 
paupers,  of  course ;  and  are,  or  soon  will  be,  with  their  childreoi 

*  SeeoDd  Report  of  tlie  New  Yoik  Stale  Tenpenoce  Society,  p.  M. 
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thrown  as  a  burden  upon  the  public.  The  profit  of  making  these 
paupers  is  enjoyed  by  a  few  grocers,  but  the  burden  of  supporting 
them  comes  on  the  whole  community.  By  what  theory  ol  politi- 
cal economy,  or  what  principle  of  correct  legislation,  can  it  be 
shown  that  thero  is  not,  in  this,  horrible  injustice.  Do  the  men 
who  car^  on  the  busmess  say,  that  they  pay  a  bonus  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  it  increase  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and  thus  in  some 
measure  compensate  the  community  for  the  mischief  which  they 
do  to  it  ?  Let  us  examine  this  plea.  Here  is  a  town  of  a  thou- 
sand people.  In  it  is  a  retailer  who  sells  ardent  spirit  to  all  who 
will  buy ;  and  thus  causes  a  great  portion  of  all  the  pauperism 
and  wretphedness  in  the  place.  And  what  does  he  pay  for  thus 
btirdening  the  community  with  taxes,  and  bringing  upon  it  a  host 
of  other  evils  ?  The  paltry  sum  of  four  dollars.*  And  are  the 
community  to  be  told  that  therefore  this  business  is  not  unjust  ? 
that  as  he  pays  four  dollars,  it  is  just  that  he  should  increase  more 
than  four-fold  their  paupers  and  their  criminals ;  augment  greatly 
their  diseases,  expose  their  children  to  drunkenness  and  ruin  ?  On 
what  principle  of  righteousness  can  it  be  shown  to  be  just  for  him, 
for  four  dollars,  to  burden  that  community  with  ten  times  that  sum, 
and  bring  upon  it  evils,  for  which  nu  money  can  compensate.  In 
one  town,  through  which  our  Secretary  passed,  there  was  but  one 
man  who  sold  ardent  spirit,  and  he  was  a  member  of*  the  church. 
There  were  one  fourth  as  many  drunkards  in  that  place  as  their 
were  families ;  and  he  supplied  them  all.  He  supplied,  also,  all 
moderate  drinkers  with  that  which  is  adapted  to  make  them 
drunkards,  to  ruin  their  children,  and  to  perpetuate  a  drunkard 
to  every  four  families  to  aU  future  generations.  At  one  time  his 
own  son,  in  the  house  and  business  of  his  father,  was  dealing  out 
this  poison,  and  partaking  of  it  himself,  till  he  became  so  poisoned 
that  he  could  not  stand ;  and  was  carried  home  to  his  heart-broken 
wife  and  children,  in  a  state  ofintoxication.  This  you  say  is  hor- 
rible— horrible.  It  is,  indeed.  Yet  it  is  the  very  business  in 
which  are  many  church  members,  even  in  New  England.  Some 
of  this  character  have,  the  last  year,  been  admitted  to  the  churches, 
who  are  as  really  accessory  to  the  making  of  drunkards,  as  was  this 
man.  If  they  do  not  make  drunkards  of  their  own  children,  they 
do  of  the  children  of  others.  And  the  committee  cannot  but  deep-* 
ty  regret  that  in  Boston,  the  metropolis  of  the  pilgrims,  exalted  by 
blessings  to  heaven,  and  which  ought  to  be  a  light  and  a  glory  to 
all  lands,  should  have  churches  in  which  there  are  members,  who 
make  it  a  business  to  stand  at  these  poisonous  fountains,  a^d  poiur  out 
streams  of  death  over  the  communinr ;  thus  teaching  by  business,  the 


*  TIm  mm  pttid  by  a  rtlailer,  m  tlw  State  of  Miwachnwrti,  for  a  licmw  to  aaL 
trdeat  spiriti. 
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most  impresave  way,  that  for  men  to  buj  and  use  ardent  spirit,  is' 
right ;  a  doctrine  that  has  probably,  durmg  die  past  centmy,  pol- 
hited  more  hearts,  bewared  more  families,  destroyed  more  fives, 
and  ruined  more  souls,  than  any  other  heresy  or  crime  whatever. 
And  so  kmg  as  the  churches  shall  connive  at  such  deadly  e^  in* 
their  member^  may  they  expect  to  be  virited  with  die  vritherine 
curse  of'the  Ahnimty.  They  cannot  hdd  the  protectii^  burner  <n 
die  cross  over  such  enormides,  and  escape  the  bhsdng  mdignation 
of  Him  who  bled  upon  it,  to  redeem  unto  himself  a  pecidiur  peo- 
le,  zealous  only  oi  good  works.  Not  only  are  they  ruinbg  men 
y  thousands  for  the  next  world,  but  most  uqustly  and  cnridly 
loading  the  community  with  tremendous  burdens  m  tins. 

In  the  city  of  Wasuiington,  225  venders  of  spirit  paid  for  the 
privilege  of  selling  it,  about  $6000,  annually.  Tne  pecuniary  loss 
to  the  citizens  froflitheuseof  it.  Judge  Cranch  has  estimated  at  not 
less  than  $60,000.  And  were  all  me  losses  winch  r»nilt  frcun  it 
taken  into  the  account,  he  says  that  the  amount  would  probably  be 
doubled.  Here  then,  supposing  this  estimate  to  be  coirect,  b  a 
communiQr  suftring  a  loss  of  $120,000  annually,  to  obtain  die 
paltry  revenue  of  $6000. 

And  are  those  who  rec^e  no  orofits  bom  die  sale  of  ardent 
spirit  to  be  told  that  it  is  just  that  tney  ^uld  endure  thc»e  evib, 
and  bear  these  burdens?  Thb  will  not  be  beUeved.  Thousands 
who  have  no  wish  for  such  a  law,  still  adc,  '^Wasa  law  ever  enacted 
more  perfectly  righteous,  than  one  which  should  require  that  Ae 
men  idio  ak>ne  have  the  profits  of  makmg  drunkards,  should  akme 
bear  die  burden  of  supporting  them.**  And  so  lonir  as  tins  b  not 
the  case,  the  business  will  be  reprobated,  by  an  eimditened  com* 
munity,  as  palpaU^  unjust,  and  as  hi^ily  criminaL  And  even 
should  those  who  traffic  in  ardent  sinnt  support  all  die  paupen 
they  make,  sdll  the  law  of  God  would  condemn  die  employment; 
because  it  b  injurious,  in  all  its  connections,  to  the  spiritual  good 
of  men.  And  they  cannot  continue  to  [m)secute  it,  without  ftsten- 
m^  upon  die  public  mbd  the  conviction  that  they  are  noCoriouidy 
wicked  men ;  men  who,  for  dirir  own  pecuniary  profit,  vriU  know- 
ingly and  perseveringly  curse  the  community. 

As  certainly  as  the  nature  of  man  continues  the  same,  and  li^ 
on  thb  subject  continues  to  increase,  thb  conTiction  will  extend, 
till  it  shall  become  universal.  It  fastens,  even  now,  upon  the 
seared  conscience  of  many  a  retails  himself.  Said  one,  vrfao  du- 
ring the  past  year  renounced  this  traffic,  laymg  hb  hand  on  hb 
heurt,  *'  xou  can't  think  what  a  load  I  have  got  oflT  here.**  He 
had  been  die  whole  round  of  excuses,  for  contmuing  die-business ; 
had  persevered  m  the  contest  between  covetousness  and  con- 
science, until  he  had  fou^t  every  inch  of  ground ;  but,  **  I 
have  lam  awake,''  said  he,  **  night  after  night,  and  night  after 
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xu^  thinldne  of  it"    Thinkbgof  what?    That  he  was  engaged 
in  a  work  of  death ;  diat  for  the  wretchedness,  temporal  and  eter* 
nal,  which  he  was  occasioning,  he  must  answer  at  th«  tribunal  of 
God — tbiBking  that  it  would  profit  Urn  nothmg  to  gain  the  wcvld, 
and  lose  his  soul ;  or  be  instrumental  in  destroying  the  soub  of' 
others.    Tes,  he  lay  awake  night  after  night,  thmking  of  it.    It  is 
die  determination  oi  Crod,  that  men  shall  think  of  it.    His  provi- 
dence is  presang  it  upon  their  minds.    lieht  has  penetrated  even 
die  thick  darkness  which  surrounds  the  distiuer's  conscience  and  the 
vriiolesale  dealer's.    While  fumishbg  by  hogsheads  and  cargoes, 
what  Robert  Hall  called  '^  distilled  deam,  and  liquid  damnation,'' 
a  dreadful  sound  has  been  in  their  ears,  crying,  "  although  sen- 
tence against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  speeidily,  yet  judgment 
of  along  dme  lingereth  not,  and  damnauon  slumbereth  not." 
The  Hoqr  Ghost,  in  many  cases,  has  convinced  them  of  »n,  of 
righteousness,  and  of  jud^ent.    And  where  the  heart  of  the  fa 
per  has  not  been  touched,  his  children  often  have  prayed  and 
wept  over  his  approaching  ruin.    "  Father,"  said  a  son,  mih  tear- 
ful emotion,  ^'  are  you  eobg  to  sell  anjr  more  mm  ?    I  should  not 
think  you  would.— 4)h,l  hope  you  vnll  not."    He  trembled  lest 
he  should  witness  his  own  father,  stained  with  the  guDt  of  blood. 
He  abhorred  thethou^tof  his  providing,  by  such  an  employment, 
even  bread  for  his  children.    While  eating  it,  they  mignt  leel,  as 
if  tbey  were  living  upon  the  tears  and  poans  of  other  children. 
Nor  are  such  feehng?  with  regard  to  this  business,  without  good 
reaaoos.    In  the  State  of  New  York  alone,  m  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  not  less  than  four  men,  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits 
murdered  their  wives,  and  with  their  own  hands  made  their  chil- 
dren orphans.    And  shall  other  children  wish' to  live  on  the  gains 
of  such  a  biisbess  ?  or  parents  by  it  to  provide  bread  for  their 
children?     Can  their  children  desire  that  they  should  lay  up 
money,  or  even  support  them,  by  that  which  leaves  other  children. 
who  need  support  as  much  as  they,  without  parents?    One  of 
these  men  put  to  death  not  only  his  wife,  but  six  of  his  children. 
With  his  own  hand,  under  the  influence  of  this  poison,  which  some 
man  for  a  trifle  had  sold  him,  he  could  butcher  his  ofipring,  and 
place  one  of  them  to  broil  to  death  on  the  fire  of  his  own  hearth. 
And  shall  other  children  wish  their  rarents  to  sell  it  ?    Shall  any 
of  those,  who,  under  the  light  of  the  jBible,  are  rising  through  sab- 
bath schools,  into  life,   ever  think  for  a  moment,  of  engaging  in 
such  an  employment,  or  wish  to  have  their  parents  continue  in  it  ? 
Is  it  strange  that  they  beseech  their  fathers  with  tears,  as  they 
value  the  favor  of  God,  and  would  escape  his  righteous  indigna- 
fion,  to  renounce  it  ? 

The  Judge,  in  passmg  sentence  upon  one  of  the  unhappy  men 
whose  chil(£en  had  by  ms  own  hand  been  rendered  motherless. 
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said,  "  67  one  fatal  act  your  wife  was  sent  to  the  cold  and  sDent 
mansions  of  the  dead ;  your  children  were  deprived  of  all  the  en- 
dearments and  fostering  care  of  their  mother,  and  you  are  fated 
to  expiate  your  offence  upon  a  gallows.  Upon  a  review  of  this 
shocking  transaction,  the  quesdon  naturaDy  presents  itself,  what 
could  so  have  perverted  your  nature  ?  what  could  so  have  steeled 
your  heart  ?  The  answer  is, — spirituous  liquor.  It  has  had  the 
effect  to  estrange  you  from  the  most  endeanng  relation,  from  the 
ties  of  blood,  from  your  obligations  to  your  fellow  beings  and  to  your 
Creator.  If  any  further  evidence  were  wanting  to  manifest  the  deso- 
laung  effects  of  ardent  spirits  which  have  moved  like  a  destroying 
angel  over  our  land,  we  have  it  in  the  astounding  fact,  that  within 
the  last  two  months,  three  n;^en  have  been  arraigned  before  me,  on 
charges  oi-^nurdering  their  wives :  each  of  these  ofiences  was  com- 
mitted by  intemperate  men."* 

As  another  Judge  was  passing  sentence  of  death  upon  anoth- 
er of  these  unhappy  men,  a  spectator  remarks,  *' When  the  allu- 
sion was  made  to  the  tender  and  thrilling  circumstance  of  his  vic- 
tim, being  not  only  a  defenceless  woman,  but  his  own  confiding 
wife,  the  mother  of  his  own  children,  who  was,  at  the  moment  of 
receiving  the  fatal  blow  from  his  hand,  giving  sustenance  to  his 
smiling  mfant,  folded  in  her  arms ;  and  of  her  being  found  by  die 
neighbors,  after  the  murderer  had  fled,  literally  weltering  in  her 
own  blood,  and  in  the  very  agonies  of  death,  still  foldinc  the  cKng- 
ing  babe  to  her  bosom,  with  a  maternal  fondness  that  neither  crud- 
ty  nor  death  could  overcome ;  I  say,  when  these  circumstances 
were  alluded  to,  a  shock  passed  over  his  system  too  heavy  for  con- 
cealment. 

^^  A  sudden  flash  and  rapid  roll  of  the  eye  showed  a  living  sen- 
sibility in  him,  which  even  drunkenness  and  crime  had  not  the 
power  to  extinguish.  But  it  was  momentary.  He  soon  recover- 
ed himself,  and  heard  again,  like  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to 
master  compunctions  of  conscience,  until  he  was  referred  to  the 
awful  retribuuons  of  eternity,  and  reminded  that  his  only  hope  was 
b  speedy  repentance  and  humbling  himself  before  God,  when 
another  shudder  came  over  him,  too  powerful  not  to  be  noticed. 
A  strong  emotion,  in  spite  of  resistance,  rose  in  his  soul,  at  the 
thought  of  eternity,  and  its  retribution  to  the  murderer.  But,  ex- 
cept in  these  two  instances,  it  was  not  seen  that  Holt  felt  more  than 
others.  He  stood  there,  at  once  a  living  victim  to  his  ruling  vice, 
intemperance ;  and  a  living  demonstration  of  its  hardening,  petrify- 
i;ig  influence  upon  all  that  is  dignified  and  lovely  in  our  being,  and 
of  its  certain  tendency  to  obliterate  the  last  trace  of  humanity  and 

*  Judge  Edwardi*  leotenco  of  death  upon  Jamei  Raniom. 
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of  kindly  feefing  from  our  nature,  and  to  transform  a  man,  a  hus- 
band, a  father,  into  the  veriest  monster  in  the  universe. 

**  Hob  was  the  keeper  of  a  tipplmg  shop,  and  himself  a  tippler. 
Ah !  this  tells  the  story  !  let  those,  then,  who  are  so  far  foUowing 
in  his  steps  be  warned,  and  beware  lest  they  overtake  him  in  his 
end!" 

**  Paul  B.  Torrey,  of  Naples,  N.  Y.  in  a  fit  of  intozicatioD  on 
Sunday,  the  17th  inst.  after  cruelly  beatb|  his  own  son,  took  him  bv 
the  legs  and  dashed  his  head  against  the  side  of  the  house  with  such 
violence,  as  to  break  the  wall,  and  then  with  a  bootjack  beat  the 
poor  child's  head  literally  to  a  jelly.  The  dead  body  was  discov- 
ered on  Monday  aitemoon.  The  murderer  is  in  jail  atCanandaisua. 
Torrey  was  addicted  to  intemperance.  His  wife  was  driven  from 
bis  house  some  time  since.  He  was  a  merchant,  as  we  learn 
from  a  house  in  this  city,  with  whom  he  dealt,  in  good  standing. 
An  this  unutterable  anguish  comes  from  the  destestable  habit  of 
drinking.'' — Albany  paper. 

A  gentleman  from  Portsea,  England,  writes,  *'  I  was  called  yester- 
day to  a  house  in  the  neighborhood,  where  a  man  had  Just  mur- 
dered his  wife ;  the  purple  gore  was  yet  flowing,  and  life  was  not 
'  extinct,  when  I  arrived.    The  husband  was  m  a  state  of  intoxica- 
'tion,  and  his  wife  speedily  expired,  from  a  wound  inflicted  by  him, 
widi  a  shoe-maker's  knife.    They  were  both  drunkards.    I  at- 
tended the  inquest :  the  verdict  returned,  was,  *  wilful  murder.' 
/nie  day  before,  a  child  was  burnt  to  death  by  its  clothes  taking 
fire,     llie  father  and  mother,  at  the  time  it  took  place,  were  both 
90  drunk  that  they  could  not  assist  the  litde  sufllerer." 

In  view  of  such  facts,  which  might  be  recounted  for  hours,  the 
oomrounity  will  apply  the  principle  maintained  by  the  distinguish- 
ed legislator  referred  to,  mat ''  the  man  who  holds  out  the  temp- 
tation, is  the  chief  transgressor."  For  cents  and  sixpences,  he 
win  thus  knowingly  sport  with  the  lives  and  souls  of  his  fellow 
men. 

On  a  certain  day,  during  the  past  year,  one  of  these  men  sold 
hb  neighbor,  who,  with  his  wife  and  son  about  22  years  old,  had 
been  intemperate,  some  New  England  rum.  The  next  day  an 
altercation  took  place  betwen  the  son  and  his  mother.  He  told 
her  if  she  would  furnish  him  with  a  rope  he  would  hang  himself. 
The  rope  was  procured,  and  a  few  rods  from  the  house,  he  suspend- 
ed himself  from  a  tree.  In  that  situation  a  neighbor  discovered  him, 
and  informed  his  mother  that  her  son  was  dead.  She  said  she 
was  glad  of  it,  and  hoped  he  was  in  heU.  While  the  man  was  gone 
to  call  others,  she  made  her  way  to  the  spot,  where  her  son  hung,  a 
lifeless  corpse,  took  a  botde  from  his  coat  pocket,  and  drank  her- 
self to  intoxication.  Not  many  months  after,  her  husband  was 
found  on  the  floor  of  his  house,  m  which  state  it  is  supposed  he  had 
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been  24  hours,  dead.  Aad  what  did  diat  man  get  probabbr  for 
the  rum  which  he  sold  them  ?  Perhaps  thirty  cents.  Ana  for 
that  pahiy  sum,  he  is  to  be  held  eternally  responsible  for  its  e£kcts. 
<*  Such  painful  effects,''  says  a  writer  on  the  spot,  who  conversed 
with  this  woman  on  the  death  of  her  son,  ^'  speak  loudly  and  im- 
pressively ;  and  I  hope  will  excite  all  the  friends  of  temperance  to 
mcreasea  devotedness  in  a  cause,  which  so  directly  involves  the 
present  and  eternal  welfare  of  mankind." 

In  another  tcase,  a  man  sold  to  a  man  and  woman  a  pint  of 
ardent  spirit.  They  drank  a  part  of  it,  and  made  their  way  to- 
ward a  pond,  in  which  they  were  both  shortly  after  found  oead, 
with  their  clothes  and  theu:  botde  lying  together  on  the  shore. 
And  how  much  did  that  man  get  for  thus  being  accessory  to  the 
death  of  two  of  his  fellow  men?  periiaps  six  cents.  So  tnie  is  it, 
that  men  who  call  themselves  sober,  humane,  and  who  sometimes 
even  profess  religion,  for  cents  and  sixpences  will  destroy  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  their  fellow  men. 

To  one  individual  was  committed  at  one  time  on  board  a 
steam-boat  the  care  of  a  hundred  and  twenqr  persons.  Some 
one,  for  a  mere  pittance,  sold  him  some  ardent  smrlt;  under  its  m- 
fluence  he  was  called  to  encounter  a  storm.  Night  approached, 
danger  became  imminent,  and  being  near  the  port  tne  passen- 
gers besought  him  to  return.  *^  No,  said  he,  if  we  go  back  we 
shall  have  no  profit.''    And  for  three  hours  he  held  those  paisseii- 

Sers  in  danger  of  death ;  and  ^en  entreated  to  make  sigpals  of 
istress,  he  utterly  refused ;  and  would  not  even  hang  out  a  G^; 
although  by  doing  it,  the  prospect  was  that  all  might  be  saved ; 
and  by  not  doing  it,  that  all  would  be  lost.  The  vessel  struck 
upon  a  rock,  and  fifi^  persons  were  plunged  into  the  sea.  And, 
as  if  in  judgment,  the  wrsi  among  them,  was  the  captain  himself. 
And  there,  amidst  die  foamine  biUows,  more  than  a  hundred  persons 
found  a  watery  grave, — all  apparently  occasioned  by  ardent 
spirit.  Says  a  passenger  who  was  saved,  "  the  captain  was  m- 
toxicated  all  the  way."  And  what  did  the  person  who  sold  him 
the  liquor  get  for  thus  bemg  accessory  to  the  loss  of  more  than  a 
hundred  lives  ?  And  what  will  it  av^  him  in  the  day  when  he 
roust  answer  for  the  influence  of  his  business  upon  the  world  ? 
Will  it  screen  him  from  the  accusation  of  the  slain,  the  stings  of  ^ 
an  accusing  conscience,  and  the  bumbg  indignation  of  an  in- 
censed God,  to  say,  If  he  had  not  done  it,  somelx)dy  else  would  ? 
From  a  similar  cause,  thousands  of  lives  are  wantonly  sacrificed, 
and  property  to  an  almost  incredible  amount,  buried  in  the  ocean, 
every  year.  And  shall  the  men  who  are  knowingly  accessory, 
think  to  escape  the  execrations  of  earth,  or  heaven  r  ' 

A  merchant  from  one  of  our  principal  sea-ports  remarks,  ^^  I 
sent  out  a  vessel  under  an  express  agreement  that  no  ardent  ^irit 
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should  be  taken  on  board.  I  had  aufiered  so  manv  losses  bom 
h,  that  I  lesbhred  never  to  permit  it  to  be  taken  on  board  agam. 
The  cqilaini  m  viobtion  of  his  agreement,  when  about  to  return 
took  on  board  lour  gaOons  of  brandy,  which  hsted  him  about  four 
weeks;  and  that  four  ealkxis  of  brandjr  cost  m^  ^4000.  A  great 
propordon  of  all  the  shipwrecks  on  the  ocean  are  occasioned  by 
It.  I  hardly  ever  suffered  a  loss  at  sea,  or  had  vessels  meet  witti 
disasters,  where  this  was  not  the  cause;  and  I  am  resolved 
never  to  send  out  anodier  vessel  under  the  command  of  a  man, 
who  win  either  use,  or  furnish  it** 

So  strongly  marked  are  the  facts,  that  such  are  now  becoming 
the  sentiments  of  respectable  merchants  throughout  the  country. 
Ifore  than  five  hundred  vessels  are  afloat,  which  do  not  carry  ar- 
dent qwrit;  and  they  will  outride  storms  which  will  shipwreck  a 
great  portion  of  the  vessek  that  do.  Insurance  offices,  have,  in 
flome  cases  on  such  vessek,  diminished  the  rate  of  insurance  five 
per  cent.  And  the  time,  it  is  hoped,  is  not  distant  when  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit  by  officers  or  crews,  in  case  of  the  loss  of  vessels, 
shall  be  a  iorfeiture  of  the  insurance. 

Nor  is  the  change  more  strikme  or  beneficial,  in  the  merchant 
service  than  in  the  Navjr.  An  order  was  issued  by  die  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy,  directing  that  each  man  on  board  the  United 
states  vessek,  who  should  relinquish  hk  gn^  radon,  should  re- 
ceive as  an  eauivalent  six  cents  a  day.  An  officer  on  board  the 
doop  of  war  John  Adams,  in  a  letter  dated  Syracuse,  Jan.  1st, 
18^  writes,  *^  Since  the  Secretary's  letter  respecting  grog  ratbns 
has  been  read  to  the  men,  we  have  not  had  more  than  forQr  on 
board  who  drew  their  grog,  and  to-day  they  all  stopped  it,  except 
two." 

Commodore  Biddle,  who  commands  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron, m  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  states  that  the  whole 
number  o(  persons  in  the  squadron,  exclusive  of  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers,  k  1107  ;  and  that  819  have  stopped  their 
allowance  of  wpinta ;  and  that  on  board  the  sloop  of  war  John 
Adams,  not  a  man  draws  hk  gn^.  And  a  gendeman  firom  Syra- 
cuse writes  that  not  an  officer  on  board  draws  hk  rations  of  spirits ; 
and  that  there  k  much  zeal  among  them,  in  the  temperance  cause. 
Similar  changes  have  taken  place  on  board  other  ships.  One 
k  now  fitting  out  at  Washington,  and  evei^  man,  before  he  goes 
aboard  of  her,  voluntarily  pledges  himself  to  abstain  from  the  use 
of  ardent  fpirit,  and  receives  m  lieu  of  hk  radons  of  grog,  an 
equivalent  m  cash.  No  man  not  dkposed  thus  to  pledge  himself,  k 
received.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  practice  of  fumish- 
mg  ardent  spirit  by  the  government,  and  thus  without  benefit^  and 
at  a  great  expense  exciting  the  men  to  violate  the  commands  of 
dieir  officers,  tempUng  them  to  tana  intemperate  habits,  and  reu- 

6 


34  AMERICAN  TEMPERANCE   SOCIETY.  [144 

dering  them  unfit  for  the  public  service ;  comiptmg  their  mortb, 
increasiog  their  diseases,  shortening  their  lives,  and  ruining  their 
souls,  will  ere  long  in  the  Navy,  as  well  as  die  Army,  be  done 
away.  Millions  now  unite  with  that  member  of  Congress,  who,  in 
addressing  th^  head  of  the  War  Department  on  the  subject  of 

,  Temperance,  said,  *'  It  may  be  quickened  by  what  I  trust  will  be 
its  next  great  step,  the  relinquishment,  through  enlightened  and 
patriotic  feelings,  of  ardent  spirit  by  our  gallant  army  and  navy. 

*^  Those  who  have  had  experience  inbodi,  have  officially  declared 

that  the  greatest  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter,  have  arisen  from 

the  daily  rations  of  spirit  to  the  soldier  or  sailor.     The  physician 

says  that  it  is  not  promotive  of  health,  but  that  it  weakens  the 

'  energies,  engenders  diseases,  and  destroys  life.    Why  then  should 

'  it  be  given  at  all  to  the  gallant  men  who  bear  our  banner  upon 

the  land  and  the  wave,  and  who  have  the  glories  of  their  fathers 

past  achievements  in  keeping?    The  smiS  Quantity  of  ardent 

'  spirit  allowed  creates  an  appetite  for  more,  ana  it  often  happ^is, 

in  both  army  and  navy,  that  a  month's  pay  of  the  men  is  spent  for 

the  means  of  mtoxication.    In  our  littie  army  of  5642  men,  there 

have  been,  it  is  stated,  5832  courts  martial,  within  five  years ;  of 

which  five  sixths  are  chargeable  to  intemperance ;  and  also  4049 

desertions  of  which  almost  all  are  chargeable  to  intemperance. 

Desertion  alone  has  cost  the  United  States  $336,616  in  five  years. 

'  Add  to  this  the  declension  of  moral  feeling,  the  disease  and  pre- 
mature deaths  produced,  and  what  a  hideous  aggregate  does  it 
give  of  the  ravages  of  intemperance. — ^What  has  been  done,  it 
was  right  and  best  to  do  gradually.  But  now  strike  boldly  in 
unison  with  the  public  tone;  fulfil  its  expectation;  recommend 
the  entire  disuse  of  spirits,  and  receive  from  your  countrymen  the 
praise  of  not  being  statesmen  alone,  but  statesmen  and  benefactors. 
Give  us  your  aid  to  bring  upon  men  almost  the  brightness  of  the 
world's  first  morning.** 

A  distinguished  officer  of  the  army,  in  a  letter  to  our  Secretary, 
says,  '*  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  the  Fourth  Report 
of'^the  American  Temperance  Society ;  and  I  feel  myself  highly 
honored  m  having  been  made  a  member  of  that  truly  benevdent 
institution.  When  I  arrived  here,  I  question  whether  there  w&re 
three  men  who  abstained  wholly  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits— 
now,  more  than  three  fourths  of  our  whole  number  are  members  of 
a  Temperance  Society,  on  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence.  They 
hold  regular  meetings  once  a  fortnight,  at  which,  one  of  their  num- 

»  ber  reads  an  essay  or  tract  on  intemperance.    The  efilect  has 

'  been  just  what  I  anticipated — a  manifest  improvement  in  the  ap- 
pearance, spirits,  and  conduct  of  the  soldiers.    Instead  of  the  stu- 

*  Hob.  J«m«  M.  Wayne. 


145]  FIFTH   REI'ORT. 1832.  35 

pid  and  bloated  visage,  i9  now  seen  the  cheerful  and  healthy  coun- 
tenance— ^where  was  wrangling  and  strife  is  good  humor  and  play- 
fulness— and  msubordination  and  negligence  have  eiven  place  to 
cheerful  obedience  and  prompt  attention  to  duty,  riot  a  member 
of  the  society,  which  is  of  six  weeks'  standing,  has  been  confined 
in  the  guard-house,  and  such  has  been  its  influence  even  upon 
others,  that  but  two  men  of  tlie  whole  command  have  been  con- 
fined since  the  society  was  established.  I  hardly  need  to  add  that 
the  offence,  in  both  cases,  was  intoxication — while,  before  tlie  soci- 
ety was  formed,  the  average  number  of  men  confined  was  three 
in  twenty-four  hours ;  so  that  there  were  as  many  men  confined 
before  in  one  day,  as  are  now  confined  in  six  weeks. — Since 
the  formation  of  the  society  no  desertion  has  occurred ;  while  dur- 
ing the  month  preceding  its  formation,  five  men  deserted — ^I  must 
beUeve  tiiat  the  difference  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  temper- 
ance reformation. — I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  were  a 
judicious  friend  of  temperance  to  visit  the  various  military  posts, 
and  exert  himself  in  this  truly  benevolent  cause,  his  efibrts  would 
save  the  government  thousands,  and  the  members  of  the  army  from 
incalculable  evils.'' 

And  who  can  doubt,  after  reading  the  above  statement,  that 
this  would  be  the  case ;  when  as  many  men  were  confined  in  the 
guard-house  in  one  day  before  the  temperance  society  was  form- 
ed, as  were  aftcnvards  in  six  weeks ;  and  when  the  number  of 
desertions  was  diminished  in  a  still  greater  proportion  ?  Thus  in- 
dicating tiiat  the  officers  have  more  than  forty  times  as  much  trou- 
ble with  men  who  use  ardent  spirit,  as  with  men  who  do  not. 
On  what  principle,  then,  of  prudence  or  economy,  patriotism,  or 
even  humanity,  can  the  govemnrent  continue  to  furnish  it,  or  li- 
cense men  to  sell  it  to  the  soldier  or  die  seaman  ?  Just  views  on 
this  subject,  the  committee  are  sure,  must  cause  a  practice  produc- 
tive of  no  benefit,  and  fraught  with  such  numerous  and  alarming  evils, 
to  be  abolished ;  and  they  rejoice  to  find  that  a  change  has  taken 

!>lace  in  other  countries  on  this  subject  similar  to  what  has  been  ef- 
ected  in  our  own.  The  British  government  has  ceased  to  furnish 
ardent  spirit  for  their  armies  throughout  their  provinces ;  and  to  a 
great  extent  it  is  relinquislied  on  board  many  vessels  in  the  British 
navy.  And  if  the  friends  of  God  and  man  do  their  duty,  the  prac- 
tice of  furnishing  it  in  any  case  will  ere  long  cease  throughout  the 
eartli. 

Manufactories  of  every  description  are  now  carried  on,  canals 
and  rail-roads  are  constructed,  and  lawful  business  of  every  sort, 
and  by  constantly  increasing  numbers,  is  conducted,  and  with  greatly  . 
increased  advantage,  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirit.  In  the  erec 
tion  of  the  Massachusetts  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  state  commission- 
ers say,  that  more  than  jeleven  hundred  thousand  brick  have  been 
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laid  during  the  past  year ;  that  not  an  accident  has  happened ;  that 
not  an  hour's  time  has  been  lost  by  the  mdispositbn  of  any  of  the 
workmen ;  and  that  not  a  drop  of  ardent  spirit  has  been  consum- 
ed in  the  performance.  Such  facts  are  becoming  common  in  the 
Seatest  and  most  difficult  works,  and  the  conviction  is  extendb^, 
at  should  this  course  be  adopted  by  all,  and  in  all  kmds  of  busi- 
ness, on  the  land  and  on  the  water,  me  benefits  would  be  unspeak* 
able  to  our  country  and  the  world. 

Another  point  on  which  great  advance  has  been  made  during 
the  past  year  in  the  public  sentiment,  is,  the  immorality  of  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  also  the  traffic  in  it,  arising  from  its  de- 
structive influence  on  the  soul.  Facts  have  been  devebped 
which  are  adapted  to  impress  strongly  on  the  mind,  the  conviction 
that  the  use  oi  ardent  spirit,  and  especially  the  traffic  in  it,  toids 
in  a  peculiar  manner  to  oUnd  the  understanding,  to  sear  the  con- 
science, to  harden  the  heart,  and  corrupt  and  ruin  the  whole 
character.  Those  cold-blooded,  long  continued,  and  often  re- 
peated murders  which  have  been  committed  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  money  by  the  sale  of  the  bodies  of  the  murdered  for  an- 
atomical dissection,  have  uniformly  been  committed  in  connection 
with  the  use  and  sale  of  ardent  spirit 

And,  says  an  energetic  writer,*  "  The  evil  effects  of  ardent 
.spirits  are  not  exhibited  alone  on  those  who  drink  them.  ^^  The 
very  trc^  stands  unrivalled,  for  its  hardenbe  and  debasbg  influ- 
ence, on  those  engaged  in  its  operations.  Who  that  has  been 
conversant  with  the  pollutions  of  the  petty  erog-shop,  grocer]^,  or 
tavern,  does  not  recollect  the  cold-blooded  oarbarity  and  cupidity 
which  has  been  exhibited  by  its  keeper,  who  doles  to  his  drunken 
revelers,  with  a  calculating  air — and  whose  sole  care  b,  the  profit 
of  his  establishment  ?  Many  of  us  have  witnessed  its  etfocts  on  a 
higher  order  of  dealers.  It  is,  even  in  this  vicinity,  not  unfrequendy 
the  case,  that  the  bread-stuffi,  which  are  worse,  infinitdy  worse 
than  annihilated,  by  their  conversion  into  whiskey,  will  command 
a  price  on  account  of  scarcity,  nearly  eaual  to  what  can  be  real- 
ized by  distillation,  and  yet,  the  accursea  machinerjr  must  be  kept 
in  motion,  if  by  the  process,  one  copper  is  to  be  gamed— although 
the  hungering  and  nelpless  poor  are  pining  for  the  very  dr^, 
which  the  distiller  flings  to  nis  swine.  And  how  often  has  mis 
same  distiller  furnished  the  means  of  drunkenness  to  the  worthless 
master  of  a  family,  and  refused  his  suffering  wife  and  children  the 
very  amount  of  bread,  which,  in  the  form  of  whiskey,  has  served 
\  only  to  make  a  brutal  husband  more  brutish — and  which  mi^t 
have  gladdened  the  hearts  of  a  whole  family. 

^^  Who  does  not  shudder  at  the  appalling  disclosures,  m  relation  to 

*  John  L.  Chandler,  M,  D. 
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the  deeds  perpetrated  in  the  pog-shops  and  groceries  of  Edm- 
burgh  ?  Bnrie  and  his  associates,  if  I  mistake  not,  were  one  or 
more  of  them  the  keepers  of  these  establishments.  They  had 
been  fei^  practised  in  the  arts  by  which  the  bwer  classes  are  en- 
trapped m  such  resorts— and  thus  successfully  plundered  of  their 
last  shilHng.  After  the  wretched  victim  had  ceased  to  be  a  profit- 
able customer,  he  was  plied  with  liquor — perhaps  ^tuitously, 
until  he  became  stupified  and  insensible— 4md  then,  m  darkness 
and  privacy— was  suffocated.  And  for  what  purpose  ?  That  his 
body  might  be  sold  to  the  schools  of  anatomy  or  surgery — for  the 
sum  of  ^m— ^perhaps  of  twenty  doUan !  1  challenge  the  annab 
of  the  world  to  furnish  a  paralld  to  this  monstrous  combination  of 
avarice  and  blood ;  and  I  charge  it,  fearlessly,  upon  the  traffic  in 
ardent  spirits." 

The  British  and  Forei^  Temperance  Society,  in  their  last  Re- 
port, say,  '^  We  cannot  m  this  place,  adduce  tne  numerous  and 
afiectmg  proofs  of  the  necessity  of  a  reformation.  It  may  be  suffi- 
dent  to  mention  the  aftcting  loss  of  the  Rothsay  Casde  ;*  and  the 
discovery  of  murders  of  so  horrible  a  character,  that  no  word  had 
been  found  in  the  Englbh  language  to  describe  their  atrocity ;  and 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  indispensabk  instrument  for 
bnitaUzing  the  perpetrators,  and  for  preparing  their  victims,  was 
intoxicating  liquor.^  And  here  it  should  not  he  forgotten  that  these 
fiends  in  human  shape  did  not  drink  to  intoxication ;  but  only  to 
such  an  extent,  as  thej  thought  needful  to  fit  them  for  their  busi- 
ness ;  on  the  same  principle  as  to  Quantity,  which  eovems  other 
moderate  drmkers,  viz.  to  take  onry  as  much  as  is  adapted,  in 
their  estimation,  to  fit  them  for  their  work.  And  can  the  use 
and  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  stand  thus  connected  with  such 
deeds  of  daikness,  and  tend  to  fit  men  to  perpetrate  them,  and 
not  be  adapted  to  destroy  their  souls  ? 

In  February,  our  Secretary  issued  the  foUowing  circular,  viz. 

<'It  is  known  to  all  persons  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
churches  of  Christ  in  the  United  States,  that  an  unusual  number 
of  persons  have  been  admitted  to  many  of  them  during  the  past 
year.  The  American  Temperance  Society  is  dearous  of  ascer- 
taining concerning  those  churches,  the  following  particulars,  viz. 

1.  Are  there  any  persons  in  them  who  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  ? 
If  so,  how  many  ? 

2.  What  proportion  of  the  persons  who  have  been  admitted  to 
those  churches,  during  the  past  vear,  do  not  use  it? 

3.  What  pro{)ortion  of  tne  whole  pcmulation  to  whom  the  gos- 
.  pel  is  preached  in  the  town  or  parish  abstain  firom  the  use  of  it  ? 

^  In  which  more  (htn  one  faondrod  pononi  loft  their  livee,  thnmgh  the  infl»- 
of  lk|wr  on  one  men. 
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'  If  the  ministers  of  those  churches,  when  the^  make  their  re- 
turns to  the  various  ecclesiastical  bodies  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, will  answer  the  above  questions ;  or  the  friends  of  Tero- 
^perance  will  answer  them  with  regard  to  any  particular  county, 
or  any  number  of  parishes,  in  the  public  papers,  or  by  letter  to 
the  subscriber,  they  will  promote  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and 
perform  an  important  service  to  the  community. 

Justin  Edwards, 
Car.  Sec.  Am.  Temp.  Society.'*^ 

In  consequence  of  the  above,  one  man  writes,  that  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  town  in  wluch  he  lives  is  about  thirty-six  hun- 
dred ;  the  number  over  twelve  years  of  age  who  abstain  from  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  about  sixteen  hundred ;  and  the  number  who 
belong  to  the  Temperance  Society,  about  twelve  hundred.  Of 
die  axty  persons  wno,  at  the  close  of  1830,  were  members  of  the 
Temperance  Society,  but  not  hopefully  pious,  more  than  half  have 
since  become  so. 

Another  man  states,  that  of  about  fifteen  hundred  souls  in  his 
parish,  he  should  think  that  three  fourths  abstain  from  the  use  of 
ardent  spirit;  that  from  those  three  fourths  more  than  seventy 
made  a  profession  of  religion,  and  were  admitted  to  the  church 
in  one  day,  while  from  the  other  fourth  there  were  only  three ; 
and  that  as  many,  lackine  two,  have  been  admitted  to  the  church 
during  the  past  year,  as  lor  twenty  years  before. 

Another  man  writes,  that  in  his  parish,  about  two  fifths  of  the 
population  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit ;  that  during  the 
past  year  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  have  become  hopefully 
devoted  to  God ;  and,  although  as  well  acquainted  with  them  as 
any  man  in  the  place,  he  knows  of  but  two,  who  had  not  previous- 
ly given  up  the  use  of  ardent  spirit.  As  a  general  thing,  he  says, 
in  who  appeared  to  experience  the  power  of  the  gospel  were 
from  the  ranks  of  Temperance.  Others,  in  some  cases,  appeared 
to  become  almost  christians,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  usin^  a 
litde  ardent  spirit,  but  they  have  gone  back ;  and  the  impression 
among  those  who  understand  their  case  is,  this  halnt  was  the  cause 
of  their  failing  of  the  grace  of  life«  Within  a  year  and  a  half 
there  have  been  admitted  to  the  church,  or  are  now  on  probation 
for  admission  one  hundred  and  thirty ;  being  a  greater  number 
than  had  been  added  to  it  for  twenty  years  before ;  and  nearly  aH 
were  from  the  two  fifths  who  had  renounced  the  use  of  strong 
drink. 

Another  man  states,  that  in  his  parish  about  two  thirds  of  the 
people  use  no  ardent  spirit ;  that  auring  the  past  year  about  thirty 
have  become  hopefully  pious,  and  all  from  those  who  had  adopted 
the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Others 
had  their  attention  arrested,  and  for  a  time  inquired  with  deep 
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anxie^r  wliat  they  should  do  to  be  saved.     But  thcj  have  all 
again  become  careless,  and  are  now  stupid  in  sin. 

Another  man  states,  that  of  more  than  forty,  and  another  that 
of  more  than  four  hundred,  who  have  apparently  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  there  was  not  one  who  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
Temperance  cause. 

Another  man,  who,  since  October  1830,  has  visited  three  hundred 
towns  in  which  special  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  promotioi) 
of  temperance,  states,  that  of  those,  who,  in  September,  1830, 
were  not  hopefully  pious,  but  belonged  to  temperance  societies, 
six-tenths  profess,  since  that  time,  to  have  devoted  themselves  ay 
God ;  and  that  of  those  who  did  not  belong  to  such  societies,  and 
have  since  become  hopefully  pious,  eight-tenths  have  immediately 
united  with  them.  He  also  states,  that  of  those  three  hundred 
towns,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  have  been  visited  with  the  spe- 
cial influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  that  he  has  witnessed  cases,  not 
a  few,  in  which  persons  who  had  been  swearers,  sabbath-breakers, 
&c.  have  joined  a  Temperance  Society,  and  soon  have,  for  the 
first  time  in  their  lives,  been  heard  inquiring  what  they  should  do 
to  be  saved ;  and  that  he  has  himself  known  of  more  than  one 
hundred  persons,  who  had  been  drunkards,  who  have  been  re- 
claimed, and  are  now  consistent  members  of  christian  churches. 

He  also  mentions  two  other  facts  which  deserve  to  be  record- 
ed, viz.  that  he  has  seen  but  few  professors  of  religion  who  oppos- 
ed temperance  societies,  but  who  either  made,  sold  or  dranlc  ar- 
dent spirit;  and  that  he  has  never  known  an  intemperate  man 
who  gave  up  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  but  who  continued  to  driak 
wine,  beer,  or  cider,  who  did  not  perpetuate  his  intemperance,  and 
ultimately  turn  back  to  his  former  habits  of  using  ardent  ispirit. 
These  facts  deserve  to  be  remembered,  and  especially  the  last. 
The  disease  of  drunkenness,  if  not  fed  with  intoxicating  drink,  will 
sleep,  and  not  afflict  him  who  has  contracted  it — but  if  fed,  even, 
with  fermented  dnnks,  will  continue  to  rage,  will  ordinarily  increase, 
and  its  deluded  victim  may  expect  to  die  a  drunkard.  And  this 
will  be  the  case,  if  he  begins,  though  it  may  have  been  years  since 
be  ceased  to  use  it.  There  is  no  safety  but  in  entire  and  perpe- 
tual abstinence  from  the  use  of  every  thing  which  intoxicates. 
Those  friends,  therefore,  and  all  who  urge  such  persons  to  use  in 
any  degree  either  fermented  liquor,  or  distilled,  take  the  course 
to  destroy  them.  And  numerous  are  the  cases  where  the  result 
has  been  speedy  death.  A  drunkard  ceased  to  use  intoxicating 
drink,  and  was,  as  every  drunkard,  should  he  take  a  similar  course, 
will  be,  a  sober  man.  He  continued  so,  for  years,  till  urged  by 
a  pretended  friend  to  take  a  tea-spoon  full  a  day  in  some  restora- 
tive bitters.  He  did,  and  was  soon  again  a  drunkard,  raging  in 
all  the  madness  of  the  delirium  tremens.    Another,  by  abstaining 
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in  a  simihr  manner,  was  a  sober  man,  till  his  mother  urged  him  to 
take  a  little  porter ;  and  told  him,  when  he  refused,  that  it  would  not 
hurt  him,  and  pressed  him,  till  he  complied ;  and  from  that  day 
she  was  doomed,  as  if  in  righteous  jud^ent,'  to  see  her  son  a 
confirmed  sot.  Can  a  man  take  coals  mto  his  bosom,  and  hb 
ckthes  not  be  burnt  ?  as  well  might  a  man  put  a  match  to  gun- 
powder, and  not  expect  an  explosion,  as  to  throw  alcohol  into  the 
stomach  of  a  drunkard,  or  one  that  has  been  such,  and  not  expect 
that  it  will  take  fire.  Water,  pure,  cool  water,  and  unstimuhuing 
food  and  drinks,  are  the  only  safeguard  against  his  being  con- 
sumed. 

With  such  facts,  and  numerous  others  of  a  similar  kind  which 
are  now  before  the  community,  can  any  one  doubt  as  to  the  course 
of  duty  and  of  safety  ?  or  whether  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drink,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  is  an  immorality  of  a  high  and  aggrava- 
ted character ;  altogether  inconsistent  with  a  profession  of  the  chris- 
tian religion ;  at  war  alike  with  the  spiritual  good  of  man  and  with 
the  glory  of  his  Maker  ?    Suppose  that  in  the  towns  above  refened 
to,  the  proportk»  of  the  people  who  do  not  use  ardent  qsirit  is  as 
stated  by  the  vmters  of  the  letters,  who  lived  among  them,  and 
had  as  good  an  opportunity  as  any  others  to  judge  correctly  on  the 
subject— liow  diall  we  account  for  the  fact,  that,  in  one  case,  fix)m 
one  quarter  of  the  people,  but  three  professed  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ,  while  bom  the  other  three  quarters  there  were  more  than 
sevenQr;  being  more  than  twenty  to  one?  and  in  another  case 
where  two-fifths  of  the  people  abstained  from  the  use  of  ardent 
spirit,  how  shall  we  account  for  the  fact  that  among  the  three-fifths 
who  did  not  abstam,  not  five  appeared  to  become  pious,  while 
among  the  two-fifths  that  did  abstain,  there  appearea  to  be  more 
than  a  hundred  ?    How  shall  we  account  for  the  facts  of  thirty 
becoming  bopeftilly  pipus  in  one  district,  and  for^  in  another,  and 
four  hundred  in  anotner,  who  had  espoused  the  temperance  cause, 
and  not  one  who  had  not,  without  drawing  the  conclusion,  that  ar- 
dent spirit,  in  all  its  influences,  is  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  soul, 
and  tends  strongly  to  ruin  it  forever  ?   The  facts  are  so  numerous, 
and  so  strikmg  by  which  this  is  illustrated,  as  to  force  the  convic- 
tion upon  every  attentive  observer.    And  the  number  is  rapidly 
increasine,  who  cannot  be  persuaded  that  men  who  understand  the 
nature  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  and  its  effects,  and  yet  con- 
tinue in  it,  can,  while  they  do  this,  give  credible  evidence  that  they 
are  good  men.    And  nothing  now  hinders  this  conviction  fit>m  be- 
commg  universal,  so  much  as  the  fact  that  there  are  some  church 
members  who  still  continue  in  the  traffic.    Yet  so  great  is  the  light, 
that  notwithstanding  their  connection  vrith  the  church,  the  convic- 
tion is  pervading  the  whole  community,  that  they,  in  violation  not 
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ontyof  the  dhine  law,  but  of  their  professioD,  regard  money  more 
than  God. 

Certain  it  is,  whether  they  know  it  or  not,  that  few  men  in  the 
communiQr  are  doing  so  much  for  the  destruction  of  souls  as  those 
professors  of  reKgion  who  continue  m  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit. 
A  ^oung  man,  who  had  been  awakened  to  a  deep  conviction  of  his 
euilt  as  a  sinner,  who  was  in  great  distress,  and  anxiously  mquir- 
mg  what  he  should  do  to  be  saved,  recollected  that  he  had  before 
banished  such  feelings,  by  the  use  of  spirituous  liquor.  In  his 
agony,  he  made  his  way  to  the  place  where  it  was  sold — procur- 
ed it,  and  drank  it.  His  distress  abated.  His  eyes  seemed  to  be 
so  enlightened  that  he  could  see  that  his  former  distress  was  de- 
lusion. A  scoffer  came  in,  and  began  to  ridicule  him  for  hav- 
ine,  as  he  had  heard,  been  serious.  The  young  man  denied  it, 
ridiculed  the  idea ;  and  has  apparendy  been  in  a  state  of  moral 
death  ever  since. 

Another  young  man,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  freely  using  ar- 
dent spirit,  was  at  one  dme  tormented  with  the  idea,  that  his  wife, 
who  was  anxious  for  her  salvation,  was  in  danger  of  becoming 
pious.  He  opposed  her,  and  opposed  all  her  efforts  to  secure 
eternal  life.  He  strove,  by  all  means  in  his  power,  to  banish  seri- 
ous impressions  from  her  mind.  He  succeeded ;  and  was  permit- 
ted agam  to  hear  her,  like  himself,  cry  Peace,  peace,  when  Jeho- 
vah said,  '*  There  is  no  peace.**  He  was  induced,  not  long  after, 
to  ^ve  up  the  use  of  ardent  spirit.  His  mmd  soon  became 
solemn,  and  he  was  deeply  anxious  for  his  own  salvation.  His 
wife  opposed  him ;  but  he  was  too  much  in  earnest  to  be  hindered. 
He  sought  the  Lord  while  he  was  to  be  found — called  upon  him 
while  he  was  near — ^forsook,  as  he  believes,  every  false  way, 
and  turned  heartily  unto  the  Lord,  who  had  mercy  upon  him, 
and  abundandy  pardoned.  He  is  now  rejoicing  in  hope,  and  is 
exceedingly  anxious  that  his  wife  too,  may  become  partaker  of  the 
same  great  salvadon.  She,  however,  remains  as  he  once  wished 
to  have  her ;  and  whether  the  separation,  which  appears  to  have 
been  begun,  is  to  continue  and  increase,  till  a  great  gulph  opens 
between  them,  and  is  eternal,  remains  yet  to  be  determmed.  A 
strong  and  permanent  conviction,  however,  rests  upon  his  mind, 
made  apparendy  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  had  he  not  ceased  to  use 
the  drunkard's  poison,  which  once  excited  him  to  violent  hostility  to 
the  truth,  and  unceasing  opposition  to  those  who  embraced  it,  he 
never  had  experieqced  its  Uluminating  and  purifying  power.  Nor 
is  the  connection  between  abstinence  and  the  use  of  strong  drink 
confined  to  this  country.  The  British  and  Foreign  Temperance 
Society,  with  the  Bishop  of  London  at  its  head,  and  composed  of 
men  whom  no  one  can  Jusdy  accuse  of  enthusiasm,  say  in  their 
Report,  '<  We  need  not  dwell  upoa  the  effects  of  obviously  exces* 
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sive  drinking.  The  habitual  use  of  such  portions  of  liquor  as 
have  no  apparent  effect  upon  the  capability  for  ordinary  occupa 
tionsy  maintains,  in  multitudes  of  our  fellow  countrymen,  a  coodn^ 
ued  excitement,  which  sets  them  free  from  effectual  consciousness 
of  responsibility  for  every  action,  and  renders  impressions  of  un- 
easmess,  regarding  their  spiritual  state,  transient  and  inoperative. 

''  But,  in  many  instances,  to  which  the  Committee  refer  with  pe- 
culiar satisfaction,  persons  unaccustomed  to  any  observance  of  the 
duties  of  religion,  having  been  induced  to  join  temperance 
societies,  have  at  first  become  thoughtful  hearers,  and  ultimately 
joyful  and  sincere  receivers  of  Christian  truth. 

^'  Your  Committee  indulge,  indeed,  the  highest  hope  that  this  In- 
stitution will  be  the  honored  instrument  in  removing  from  the 
human  mind  a  general  and  fatal  delusion,  which  most  powerful!}' 
opposes  the  reception,  and  obstructs  the  progress  of  the  Gospel 
of  Salvation.'' 

Even  wicked  men  now  understand,  and  confess,  tliat  between 
the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  a  profession  of  the  christian  religion, 
there  b  a  total  hostility.     They  quote  the  fact  of  church  members 
continuing  in  the  traffic,  and  thus  being  accessory  to  the  pauper- 
ism, crimes,  and  wretchedness  of  the  community,  as  conclusive 
proof  that  they  are  no  better  than  others :  they  state  that  they  will 
ruin  men,  (and  on  their  own  principles,)  lor  both  worlds,  for 
money.     And  does  not  the  excuse  which  such  men  often  make, 
<<  that  if  they  did  not  sell  rum,  they  would  not  sell  so  many  other 
things,"  countenance  the  idea  P    What  is  their  excuse,  but  an 
acknowledgment  that  their  object  of  supreme  regard  is  money? 
Your  church  member,  says  one,  is'  making  more  paupers  and 
more  criminals  than  any  other  man  in  the  town :  and  tne  great 
difficulty,  in  many  cases  with  this  assertion,  is,  it  is  true.     For  his 
own  profit  he  is  making  paupers,  says  another,  and  I  have  to  sup- 
port them.     He  is  exciung  men  to  commit  crimes,  and  I  have  to 
pay  for  the  prosecution  of  them.     He  is  taking  from  the  very 
father,  whose  children  come  from  day  to  day  to  my  door  and  beg 
for  bread.     He  is  covering  tliat  amiable  woman,  and  her  lovely 
children,  with  gloom  and  wretchedness,  more  desolating  and  more 
relendess  than  the  grave.    For  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  he  will  doom 
that  more  than   widowed  mother  to  the  more  than  death-like 
agony  of  seeing  her  husband,  not  laid  motionless  by  the  hand  of 
her  heavenly  Father,  but  staggering  homeward  under  a  living 
death,  infficted  by  the  hand  of  a  brother  in  the  church,  of  which 
she  is  herself  a  member ;  and  who,  before  heaven  and  earth,  has 
covenanted  to  do  her  husband  good,  and  good  only,  as  he  has  op- 
portunity.   And  he  will  doom  her  more  than  fatherless  children, 
not  to  stand  and  weep  over  their  father's  corpse,  but  to  flee  for 
their  lives,  lest,  by  their  father's  hand,  they  should  be   made 
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corpses ;  and  to  leare  their  roother,  their  last  earthly  hope,  to 
be,  they  fear,  as  mothers  often  have  been,  murdered  by  the 
hands  of  her  husband.     Are  such  men,  it  is  asked.   Chris- 
tians?   Are  these  the  men  who  give  up  all  for  Jesus  Christ? 
And  yet  such  men  there  are  in  American  churches— who,  if  they 
do  not  sell  their  Master  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  do  sell  his  dis- 
ciples, to  more  than  the  agonies  ofcrucifixion,  for  one  ;  and  witli- 
oat  manifesting  even  as  much  compunction  as  did  Judas,  when  he 
went  away  and  hanged  himself.     Are  these  men  the  friends  of 
\am  who  said,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it,  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  disciples,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me  ? "    For  a  piece 
of  money  will  they  thus  agonize  the  Saviour  in  the  person  of  his 
disciples,  and  yet  profess  to  be  his  friends  ?    Are  tliese  the  men 
whose  grand  object  is  *'  Glor\'  to  God  in  the  highest,  good  will  to 
men?"    Who  can  believe  itr    Nor  are  such  feelings,  in  view  of 
these  abominations  confined  to  men  who  make  no  profession  of 
reBgion.     The  consistent  Christian  beholds  them,  and  from  the 
heart,  cries,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."     But  as  he  prays,  his  voice  is  choked  by  the  recollection 
that  they  do  know ;  or  if  they  do  not  shut  their  eyes,  would 
know ;  and  if  they  do  not,  it  is  because  "  he  that  doth  evil  hatetli 
the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should  be 
reproved."    And  as  voluntary  ignorance  will  not  for  a  moment 
screen  them  from  the  righteous  indignation  of  the  father  of  the 
fatherless,  and  the  judge  of  the  widows,  they  are  ready  to  say,  <<  O 
that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that 
I  nugbt  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  the  daughters  of  my 
people."    mr  is  their  grief  assuaged,  or  their  righteous  indigna- 
ooo  abated,  by  the  cold,  heardess  plea,  '^  If  I  should  not  do  it, 
lomebody  else  would  " — a  plea  that  might  fit  a  slave-dealer  or  an 
assassin,  but  not  a  disciple  of  him  who  said,  "  If  a  man  love  me 
let  him  keep  my  commands. — He  tliat  loveth  houses  or  land,  gold  or 
diver,  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me — and  he  that  forsaketli 
not  aU  that  he  hath,  cannot  be  my  disciple. — He  that  findeth  his 
jfe  shall  lose  it,  and  he  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  and  the 
jospel's,  shall  keep  it  unto  life  eternal." 

The  Committee  know  of  no  principle  of  the  gospel  that  will 
justify  churches  of  Jesus  Christ  in  permitting  their  members,  who 
tiave  opportunity  to  understand  this  subject,  to  continue  this  work 
>f  deatii.  From  all  parts  of  the  country  the  lamentation  now 
:xunes,  and  often  with  tears,  that  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the 
TOT  of  the  Teni^rance  Reformation-— of  the  success  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  the  salvation  of  men — are  those  members  of  the  churchy 
irbo  still  sell  ardent  spirit.*     And  if  the  church  shall  continue  to 
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adam  persons  who  are  engaged  in  this  traffic,  as  members,  or 
cooniire  at  it,  by  suffering  those  who  are  abeadv  in  the  church  to 
continue  it,  she  will  herself  assume  the  responsibili^,  and  be  load- 
ed with  the  guik  of  perpetuating  mtemperance  and  its  abomina- 
tions to  the  end  of  the  world. 

If  die  principles  of  revelation  and  the  facts  which  CSod,  in  hb 
providence  ana  by  hb  grace  is  developing,  as  those  who  abstain  fiom 
all  connection  with  ardent  spirit,  as  a  dnnk,  in  greater  and  greater 
numbers  become  devoted  to  his  service,  and  others,  amidst  all  the 
triumphs  of  his  grace,  are  almost  uniformly  passed  by ;  and  if  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  ten  times  as  many  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  one  class  are  apparently  renewed  in  the  temper  of  their 
minds  as  of  the  other,  do  not  awaken  and  move  the  members  of 
the  church  to  do  their  duty, — they  would  not  be  persuaded  though 
one  should  rise  from  the  dead.  And  should  the  temperance  re- 
formatbn  cease  to  move  onward,  and  the  burning  tide  of  desola- 
tion again  roll  back  upon  us,  let  them  not  forget  that  they  are  the 
cause.  Should  their  own  members,  in  greater  numbers  apostatise, 
become  abandoned,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  depart,  and  their  children 
die  drunkards,  let  diem  not  forget  they  are  themselves  the  cause. 
Should  the  dragon,  that  old  serpent,  again  renew  hb  vigor,  and 
pour  out  in  greater  abundance  hb  poison — ^party  spirit  in  our  land 
continue  to  rage,  and  become  a  thousand  fold  more  malignant, 
and  burmn^ — ^let  them  not  forget  that  they  are  furnishing  the  mate- 
rials, and  kmdling  the  flames.  Should  they  rise  even  into  fuiy,  and 
bum  with  increasing  fierceness,  till  the  bands  of  social  order  burst 
asunder  and  the  foundations  of  society  dissolve,  let  them  not  for- 
get that  thev  are  the  cause.  And  should  death  on  hb  pale  horse 
pass  througn  every  place,  and  destruction  follow,  the  universe 
would  pronounce  it  just.  They  that  sow  the  wind  shall  reap  the 
whirlwmd ;  and  they  that  sow  death  shall  reap  also  death. 

These  views,  wnerever  the  means  are  used,  are  extending 
through  the  country.  Many  churches  utterly  refuse  to  admit  any 
persons  as  members  who  contmue  to  traffic  m  ardent  spirit ;  or  to 
allow  this  in  any  of  their  members.  They  do  not  believe  that  they 
can  allow  it,  without  violating  the  known  will  of  God.*  Nor  b  thb, 
as  some  have  supposed,  adopting  a  new  rule  of  discipline :  it  b  only 
applying  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  Bible,  correctly  to  thb  case,  viz. 
that  those  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  church,  or  sufiered  to  con- 
tinue in  it,  who  continue  perseveringly  in  the  practice  of  open  im- 
morali^.  That  being  accessory  to  the  production  of  the  pauperism, 
crime,  sickness,  insanity,  death  and  destruction,  which  are  occa- 
sioned by  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit,  is  an  immorality,  is  by  the  Bi- 
ble forever  settled.    And  when  this  subject  b  presented,  in  the 

*  Appendix  I. 
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spirit  of  the  BSblBf  and  iOintrated  by  the  manifestations  of  {Mvri- 
dence*  it  is  fell  to  be  an  immorality  of  a  high  and  aggravated  char- 
acter, by  CTery  impartial,  candid  and  sober  man.  The  truth  on  this 
subject  commends  itself  to  the  conscience,  and  moves  strongly  on 
the  heart  During  the  past  year  this  subject  has  been  presented, 
oy  our  secretary,  to  fourteen  of  the  churches  m  Boston ;  and  eight 
of  those  churches  have  now  in  them,  no  members  who  are  engag- 
ed in  ihb  traffic ;  viz.  Bowdoin  Street,  Ghreen  Street,  Pme  Street, 
and  Salem  Churches ;  the  first  and  second  Baptist  Churches,  the 
Mariner's  Church,  and  the  Congregational  Church  in  South  Bos- 
ton. Several  churches  in  Salem,  Beverly,  and  various  other 
places,  making  in  all  mote  than  two  hundred,  are  now  free.  And 
when  the  church  as  a  body  shall  treat  the  traffic  in  its  true  charac- 
ter, it  will  be  stamped  as  a  gross  immorality  throughout  the  chritdan 
world.  23on  will  then  arise  and  shine,  her  light  being  come,  and 
the  ^ory  of  the  Xiord  beaming  upon  her. 

A  dty  society  has  also  been  formed  in  Boston,  during  the  past 
year ;  and  societies  formed  or  enlarged  in  fourteen  difierent  con- 
gregations, embracing  more  than  three  thousand  members.  A  so- 
ciety of  young  men  has  also  been  formed  on  the  plan  of  entire  ab- 
stmence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  and  the  traffic  m  it,  embracing 
more  than  500  members.*  Three  State  societies  have  also  been 
farmed,  during  the  past  year,  viz.  in  Maine,  Rhode-Island,  and 
DKnois.  There  b  now  a  state  socie^  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
except  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Missouri ;  and  it  is  hoped  that, 
before  the  close  of  another  year,  there  will  be  one  in  every  State 
in  the  Union. 

In  the  State  of  New  York  there  has  been  added  to  temperance 
aodeties,  during  the  year,  more  than  50,000  members.  In  several 
coundes  the  increase  has  been  more  than  200  per  cent.  They 
have  printed  350,000  circulars,  and  sent  them  to  every  family  in 
the  Sttte,  invidng  each  member,  who  has  come  to  years  of  under- 
standing, to  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  to  unite  with 
a  temperance  society.  They  have  also  printed  and  sent  to  all  parts 
of  the  State,  100,000  constiiuuons  for  family  temperance  societies, 
in  the  fdbwing  form,  viz. 

*^  This  society  shall  be  composed  of  the  heads  of  this  family, 
and  such  other  members  as  shall  hereunto  subscribe  their  names. 
In  subscribbg  the  constitution  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  follow- 
ing rules,  viz. 

1.  We  will  use  no  ardent  spirits  ourselves,  nor  suflfer  the  use  of 
tbem  in  our  families,  nor  present  them  to  our  friends,  or  those  in 
our  employment,  unless  hi  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  for  medical 
purposes. 

*  CooftaBt  idditioni  are  alio  Biade  to  &•  Soeie^. 
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2.  Those  of  us  who  are,  or  shall  hereafter  become  heads  of 
families^  solemnly  agree  to  teach  our  household  the  principles  of 
entire  abstinence,  and  use  our  best  endeavors  to  obtain  their  signa- 
tures to  this  constitution. 

3.  A  copy  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  pasted  in  our  family  Bi- 
ble, to  which  our  children,  if  any,  shall  be  often  pointed  as  the  act 
of  dieir  parents ;  and  we  solemnly  enjoin  it  on  them,  as  they  rerere 
our  memories,  sacredly  to  regard  these  our  sentiments.'* 

They  have  expended  in  this  benevolent  work,  during  the  year, 
about  $4,500. 

The  following  facts,  mentioned  in  their  last  Report,  deserve  here 
to  be  recorded.  In  the  town  of  Gates,  there  are  sixty-nine  gro* 
ceries,  and  twen^-six  taverns,  where  ardent  spirits  are  sold.  A 
single  magistrate  in  Rochester,  during  the  past  year  has  committed 
to  the  common  jail  one  hundred  sixty-two  persons,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty -five  of  them  were  habitual  drunkards,  or  committed 
their  crimes  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 

Within  the  bounds  of  Ira  and  Cato  Temperance  Society,  there 
are  seventy-five  drunkards,  and  twelve  have  apparently  been  re- 
formed. 

In  the  state  prison  of  Auburn,  are  six  hundred  seventeen  con- 
victs, who,  with  reference  to  their  former  habits,  may  be  classed 
as  follows,  namely  :  intemperate  persons  five  hundred  six^-six ; 
moderate  drinkers  one  hundred  thirty-two ;  under  the  influence 
of  spirits  when  their  crimes  were  committed,  three  hundred  fortjr- 
six ;  discharged  during  the  past  year  one  hundred  thirty-three,  of 
whom  ninety-five  had  been  drunkards. 

Before  the  formation  of  the  Hector  Temperance  Socie^,  more 
than  8,500  gallons  of  ardent  spirit  were  annually  consumed  in 
the  town.  Eleven  distilleries  were  in  operation.  Since  that  time 
the  consumption  of  ardent  spirit  has  diminished  nine-tenths. 
Nine  of  the  distilleries,  have  been  stopped,  and  two  are  now 
struggling  for  a  doubtful  existence.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  temperance  reformation  there  was  scarcely  grain  enough 
raised  in  the  town  for  the  supply  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  the  last 
year  it  is  supposed  tliat  60,000  bushels  were  sold  for  foreign 
consumption.  Such  has  been  the  efiect  of  abstinence  from  ar- 
dent spirit,  in  only  a  part  of  the  people. 

In  West  Lansing  there  were  11,000  gallons  of  spirits  consumed 
in  1831 ;  seventy-one  drunkards ;  $600  paid  for  the  support  of 
paupers,  and  seven-eighths  caused  by  intemperance.  There  are 
now  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  members  ol  Temperance  Socie- 
ties, and  nine  drunkards  have  been  reformed. 

In  Lockport  nine  merchants  have  abandoned  the  sale  of  spirits; 
one  of  whom  formerly  sold  20,000  gallons  in  a  year. 
In  Fishkill  Landing,  the  Mattewan  Factory  store  formerly  sold 
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two  hundred jMireb  of  beer  in  a  year;  that  factory,  and  the  one 
at  Glenbam,  employing  a  capital  of  ^50,000,  now  carry  on  their 
business  wUxxit  either  spirit  or  beer. 

In  Glintonville,  the  iron  forge  where  seventeen  and  a  half  tons 
of  iron  are  maujfactured  m  a  week,  the  extensive  rolling  mill, 
chain  and  nail  factories  are  all  carried  on  without  spirits.  In 
Clmtonville  twen^r-five  persons,  most  of  them  husbands  and 
fathers,  who  were  mtemperate,  have  renounced  the  use  of  strong 
drink ;  and  three-fourths  of  the  harvest  the  past  year  was  gather- 
ed without  the  use  of  spirit  Cases  of  assault  and  battery,  and 
petty  lawsuits,  vAnch  before  were  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  are 
now  seldom  known. 

In  Cherry  Valley,  before  the  Temperance  Society  was  formed 
30,000  gallons  of  spirits  were  sold  in  a  year;  in  1831,  8000; 
and  to  the  bhabitants  of  the  town  only  60Q0.  Of  that,  4000  gal- 
lons were  retailed  m  small  measure,  at  the  rate,  it  is  supposed,  of 
$2  per  galk>n,  making  $8000 ;  to  which  add  2000  gallons  at 
31^  cents  per  gallon,  and  we  have  $8,625  paid  out  the  last  year 
for  ardent  spirit,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  it  had  been  diminisli- 
ed  more  than  fourfold.    Por  common  schools,  they  paid  the  last 

Sir  $1310.    Four  districts  werejaot  able  to  have  any  school, 
eirtown  and  counQr  taxes  were  $2177;  their  ardent  spirit 
tax,  notwithstanding  its  diminution,  $8,625. 

The  Secretary  of  the  ClarksvUle  Temperance  Society  says, 
there  are  in  town  three  distilleries,  manufacturing  annually  60,000 
gallons ;  and  for  the  greater  accommodation  of  me  people,  eleven 
taverns  and  eight  grog-shops  are  licensed  to  vend  it,  making  one 
to  every  thirty-two  voters  m  the  town. 

In  Bufiab,  as  ascertained  by  the  Young  Men's  Temperance 
Society,  there  are  more  than  one  hundred  places  where  ardent 
scoit  IS  sold,  and  more  than  six  hundred  intemperate  persons. 
I^ineteen  twentieths  of  the  pauperism  and  crimes  appear  to 
^ng  from  intemperance ;  and  a  great  majority  of  the  male 
adults  who  have  died,  in  the  last  ten  years,  were  intemperate  men. 

In  Hamburg,  with  about  3500  inhabitants,  three  hunored  barrels 
of  wbidcey  are  drunk  in  a  year ;  and  there  are  one  hundred  drunk- 
ards. 

In  Penn-yan,  with  a  population  of  about  1500,  there  are  four- 
teen stores  in  which  no  ardent  spirit  is  sold.  Two  hardware 
merchants,  three  saddle  and  harness  makers,  one  hatter,  eight 
lawyers,  five  physicians,  fifteen  master  mechanics,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  heads  of  families  are  members  of  temperance 
societies.  Of  one  hundred  and  seven,  who  have  united  with  the 
church,  eighth-three  had  previously  to  their  hopeful  conversion 
iVstained  entirely  from  the  use.ot  ardent  spirit.  Nevertbdess, 
three  stores,  four  taverns,  and  eleven  groceries  ad!  ardent  qprit; 
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and  there  are  in  the  viDage  two  hundred  and  twelve  daOy  moder- 
ate drinkers,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  immoderate; 
£%  of  the  latter  are  employed  on  the  canal ;  one  hundred  thuty- 
seven  are  permanent  residents,  and  sixty  of  them  habitual  druDK- 
ards ;  thirty-five  are  fathers,  and  four  are  mothers;  and  seventy- 
seven  are  occasional  drunkards. 

In  Starkey,  out  of  forty-two  deaths  of  all  persons  both  dd  and 
»  young,  eight,  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  whole,  were  occasioned 
by  drinking.  The  tax  for  pauperism  occasioned  direcdv  by  in- 
temperance was,  in  1830,  $360  96 ;  and  as  an  equivalent  Car 
■  the  jfurkilege  of  makmg  these  paupers,  they  received  by  way  of 
excise  firom  the  grocers  $70,  less  than  one-third  enoum  to  sup- 
port the  paupers  which  they  made.  The  other  two-£ird8  was 
a  burden  upon  the  public.  Is  this  fair?  is  it  just,  that  grocers,  fm 
their  own  profit,  should  tax  the  whole  community?  In  that coun- 
^  it  is  supposed  there  are  eight  hundred  drunlurds,  and  eleven 
hundred  persons  who  do  not  use  the  drunkard's  drink.  The  profit 
of  makmg  these  drunkards  is  enjoyed  by  the  grocers ;  and  is  it 
right  that  others,  in  thb  land  of  liberQr  and  equal  rights,  should  be 
taxed  for  the  support  of  them  ? 

In  Henderson,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  voters, 
$17,104  have  within  three  years  been  received  by  grocers  and 
others  for  ardent  spirit;  sixty-two  persons  are  drunkards, 
and  mne-tenths  of  tne  poor  tax  is  occaskmed  bv  intemper- 
ance. Would  it  not  be  just  that  those  who  have  tne  profits  o( 
making  these  dninkards  should  have  also  the  burden  of  Aipport- 
11^  them  ?  And  should  they,  and  their  families  have  to  endure 
all  the  wretchedness  which  they  occasbn  to  other  fiunOies,  would 
they  find  it  a  profitable  business  ?  or  be  ready  to  complain,  if  they 
could  not  be  kcensed  to  pursue  it? 

In  Liewis,  no  person  has  a  license  to  sell  ardent  spirit ;  and 
drunkards,  if  they  will  purchase  the  deadly  drink,  are  obliged  to 
go  firom  ten  to  twenty  wies  to  obtain  it.  How  would  the  finrn- 
tains  of  sorrow  be  dned  up,  and  ten  thousand  hearts  leap  for  joy, 
were  this  the  case  throughout  our  country.  And  were  mere  none 
m  the  land  wicked  enough  to  sell  it  as  a  drink,  how  mamr  would 
be  saved  firom  the  drunkard's  grave,  and  bom  the  fire  vmkli  no 
man  can  quench. 

And  is  It  not  criminal— -exceedb^y  crimmal,  for  the  sake  of 
money  to  be  knowinglv  and  actively  instrumental  in  preventing  die 
salvation  of  such  men  ?  In  raising  up  others  like  them,  and  in  per- 
petuating their  guilt  and  their  anguish  to  endless  ases  ? 

The  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  seems  to  be  marked,  even  in  this 
life,  with  decisive  indications  of  divine  abhorrence ;  and  with  pre- 
monitions of  sure  and  awfid  retribution  in  the  life  to  come*  In 
a  great  proportion  of  all  the  families  that  have  been  accustomed  to 
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deal  out  this  poifioa  to  others,  one  or  more  of  the  members,  often 
the  head,  and  in  many  cases  a  majority  of  the  members,  have  died 
drunkards. 

In  Stephentown,  N.  Y.  there  have  been  fifty-four  tavern-keepers 
who  sokl  ardent  spirit ;  thirty-seven  did  not  succeed  in  business ; 
sixteen  are  living,  intemperate ;  and  four  have  died  drunkards. 

In  Petersburgh  there  have  been  fifty-four  inn-keepers ;  five  suc- 
ceeded in  their  business,  and  of  the  forty-nine  who  did  not,  eleven 
died  drunkards. 

In  Sandlake  there  have  been,  in  twenty  years,  twenty-nine  inn- 
keepers ;  seven  made  money,  and  five  became  drunkards. 

In  Brunswick  there  have  been  forty  tavern-keepers,  twenty-two 
of  them  became  intemperate,  and  four  died  drunkards. 

In  Wynants  Kill  and  Albia  tliere  have  been  twenty-two ;  and 
nine  of  them  failed  by  intemperance. 

In  Lansingbiirgh,  of  eighteen  tavern-keepers,  twelve  are  intem- 
perate, or  have  died  drunkards.  Ten  deaths  have  been  occasion- 
ed in  the  town  by  ardent  spirit,  during  the  past  year.  Here  then, 
in  a  single  county,  of  207  tavern-keepers  who  sold  ardent  spirit, 
seventy-nine,  more  tlian  one-third  the  whole  number,  became  drunk- 
ards themselves.  And  could  we  ascertain  the  number  of  their 
chOdren  who  also  became  drunkards,  and  the  number  of  the  cliil- 
dren  of  those  who,  notwithstanding  their  business,  remained  sober ; 
and  how  many  became  drunkards  to  whom  they  sold,  and  how 
many  of  their  children,  and  how  many  will  through  dieir  instrumen- 
tality ;  and  could  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  prospects  of  these 
persons  in  the  future  world,  we  should  want  no  further  evidence 
that  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  a  business  wiiich  die 
Lord  bath  cursed.  Not  only  does  it  tend  to  destroy  odiers,  but 
it  increases  more  than  four-fold  the  prospect  that  it  will  bring  upon 
those  who  pursue  it;  and  their  children,  the  horrors  of  the  second 
death.* 

We  rejoice  therefore  to  find  that  tliere  are  now  more  than  fifty  tav- 
erns in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  which  ardent  spirit  is  not  sold ; 
and  that  there  are  more  tlian  iOO,(;0-)  members  of  temperance 
societies;  that  more  than  1000  merchants  have  ceased  to  traffic  in 
the  poison ;  and  that  more  than  2000  drunkards  have  ceased  to 
use  mtoxicating  drink. 

And  here  the  Committee  would  present  distinctly  to  the  consid- 
eration of  all  sober  men,  the  subject  of  temperance  taverns,  and 
temperance  groceries ;  establishments  conducted  by  men  who  will 
not  consent,  for  the  sake  of  money,  to  poison  and  destroy  their 
feDow  men.  Could  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public, 
be  opened  in  Boston,  Worcester,  Northampton,  Pittsfield,  and  other 
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principal  places,  on  all  great  roads,  and  especially  in  seaports,  m 
which  the  drunkard's  drink  is  not  sold,  and  no  one  doomed  to  the 
torment  of  witnessing  tlie  evils  which  invariably  attend  the  use  of 
it,  and  could  such  houses  be  patronized  by  all  friends  of  temper- 
ance, the  comfort  of  travelers  would  be  greatly  promoted,  thou- 
sands be  highly  gratified,  and  a  most  important  service  rendered  to 
the  community.  It  is  indeed  humilitatmg,  and  to  many  distress- 
ing, that  they  cannot  stop  at  a  public  house,  without  inhaling,  oq 
the  threshold,  the  stench  of  the  drink  of  drunkards;  and  that 
those  places  which  ought  to  be,  and  which  might  be  so  respecta- 
ble, pleasant,  and  useful,  should  be  to  multitudes  the  gate-way  of 
death. 

And  as  to  temperance  groceries,  the  Committee  would  suggest 
whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  all  friends  of  temperance  to  patronize 
them,  in  preference  to  those  whose  owners  are  aiding  in  perpetu- 
ating intemperance  and  in  demoralizing  and  burdening  the  com- 
munity. Even  if  those  men,  in  consequence  of  the  profit  which 
they  make  on  ardent  spirit  could  afford  to  sell  other  things  at  a 
lower  rate,  those  who  should  purchase,  and  thus,  in  their  estima- 
tion, save  something  by  trading  at  rum  stores,  would  be  aidmg,  to 
the  amount  of  what  they  save,  in  perpetuating  drinking  and 
drunkenness,  with  all  their  evils,  throughout  the  community. 
And  as  it  is  a  sin  to  make,  so  it  is  a  sin  to  save  property  in  a  way 
that  is  adapted  to  perpetuate,  and  does  in  fact  tend  to  perpetuate 
intemperance.  And  if  none  who  submit  to  tlie  guilty  degradation 
of  aidmg  the  drunkard  in  destroying  himself,  or  assisting  others  to 
become  like  him,  should  be  patronized  by  any,  who  do  not  use 
his  poison,  a  mighty  obstruction  to  the  Temperance  Reformation 
would  be  removed,  and  a  much  greater  number  saved  from  tem- 
poral and  eternal  ruin.  The  friends  of  temperance  must  come 
out,  and  be  separate  from  this  iniquity.  They  must  not  by  their 
influence  aid  in  perpetuating  this  mischief,  but  in  causing  it  to 
cease.  In  no  other  way  can  tliey  escape  the  guilt  of  being  ac- 
cessory to  tlie  making  of  drunkards,  and  the  danger,  in  the  day 
of  retribution,  of  being  partakers  in  their  plagues. 

Nor  would  this  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others. 
It  would  merely  be  to  abstain  from  conniving  at  iniquity,  and 
from  aiding  in  perpetuating  its  evils ;  which  is  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the  community.  Abstinetice,  entire 
abstinence  from  all  known  influence  which  is  adapted  in  its  na- 
ture, a.id  is  found  by  experiment  to  aid  in  perpetuating  intemper- 
ancf  is  the  duty  of  all.  It  is  merely  ceasing  to  do  evil ;  and  just 
in  proportion  as  men  take  this  course,  will  intemperance  forever 
cease.  Facts,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  divine  government, 
warrant  this  conclusion,  and  aflbrd  the  greatest  encouragement  to 
ail  friends  of  the  cause  to  persevere  with  increasing  activitv  and 
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diligence  till  tlus  foe  of  God  and  man  is  banidied  from  the 
eertb. 

From  the  best  information  which  the  Committee  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  they  are  led  to  conclude  that  more  than  1,500,000  peo- 
ple in  the  United  States  now  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit, 
and  from  the  furnishing  of  it  for  the  use  of  others ;  that  there  aro 
more  than  4000  temperance  societies,  embracing  more  than  500,000 
members;  that  more  than  1500  distilleries  have  been  stopped, 
more  than  4000  merchants  ceased  to  traffic  in  the  poison,  and 
more  than  4,500  drunkards  ceased  to  use  intoxicating  drinks. 
There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  more  than  20,000  persons  are 
now  sober,  who,  had  it  not  been  for  the  temperance  reformation 
would  have  been  sots ;  and  tliat  20,000  families  are  now  in  ease 
and  comfort,  with  not  a  drunkard  in  them,  or  one  who  is  becoming 
a  drunkard,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  in  poverty,  or 
cursed  with  a  drunken  inmate ;  that  50,000  children  are  saved 
jfrom  the  blasting  influence  of  drunken  parents,  and  200,000  from 
that  parental  influence,  which  tended  to  make  them  drunkards. 
There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
are  members  of  christian  churches,  and  rejoicing  in  hope  of  die 
glory  of  God,  who,  had  diey  continued  to  drink,  had  now  been 
without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  also,  that  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  are  now  im- 

Cnitent,  unbelieving,  and  on  tlicir  way  to  tlie  second  death,  who, 
d  it  not  been  for  the  sale  and  use  of  ardent  spirit,  had  been 
ripening  for  glory,  and  honor,  and  immortality,  and  eternal  life  ; 
and  that  tens  of  thousands  more  have  passed  the  boundaries  of 
hope,  and  are  weeping  and  wailing,  who,  had  it  not  been  for  this, 
might  have  been  in  heaven.  And  in  view  of  such  things,  shall 
we  be  told,  that  temperance  is  only  a  secular  concern  ?  that  it 
afiects  only  die  bodies  of  men,  not  dieir  souls,  and  is  a  concern 
which  relates  to  time  only,  not  to  eternity  ?  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  discussed  from  the  pulpit,  on  the  sabbath?  Should  Satan 
cause  this  to  be  believed,  he  would  perpetuate  intemperance  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  Shall  the  fires  which  make  this  poison, 
bum  on  the  sabbath,  and  the  use  of  it  tend  to  counteract  all  the 
merciful  designs  of  Jehovah,  in  establishing  that  holy  day  ?  Shall 
Jehovah  be  insulted  by  the  appearance  in  the  sanctuary  of  men 
who  use  it  on  the  sabbath,  and  yet  the  sabbath  not  be  occupied, 
by  light  and  love,  to  abolish  the  use  of  it  ?  Shall  it  cause  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  even  from  the  pulpit,  to  fall  as  upon  a  rock, 
instead  of  being  as  the  rain  and  the  snow  that  come  down  from 
heaven  and  water  the  earth  ;  and  thousands  who  might  be  trees 
of  righteousness  in  the  garden  of  the  Liord,  to  stand  like  the  heath 
in  the  desert,  not  seeing  good  when  good  comes,  and  yet  the  pul- 
pit be  dumb  ?  or  speak  only  on  week  days,  when  those  who  traf- 
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fic  in  it,  have  so  much  to  do  in  furnishing  the  poison,  that  they 
have  no  time,  and  less  inclination  to  hear  f  K  Satau  can  cause 
this  to  be  believed,  and  those  who.  manufacture,  sell,  and  use  the 
weapons  of  his  warfare,  and  multiply  the  trophies  of  his  yictarj 
not  hear  of  their  sin  on  the  sabbath,  when  God  speaks  to  the  con- 
science ;  or  be  entreated  from  the  pulpit,  his  mercy's  seat,  by  the 
tears  and  blood  of  a  Saviour,  to  flee  from  coming  danmation,  the 
adversary  will  keep  possession  of  his  strong  hold.  Church  mem- 
bers wUl  garrison  it,  and  provision  it,  and  fight  for  him.  From  the 
communion  table,  he  will  muster  recruits,  and  find  officers,  in 
those  who  distribute  the  elements,  to  fight  his  batdes,  perpetuate  his 
warfare,  and  people  with  increasing  numbers  his  dark  domain,  to 
the  end  of  time.  If  we  may  not,  in  tliis  warfare  fight,  on  the  Lord's 
day,  when  he  himself  goes  forth  to  the  battle,  and  commands  on  the 
field — ^if  we  may  not  use  his  weapons,  forged  in  heaven ;  and  from 
the  high  place  of  his  erection,  pour  them  down  thick,  heavy,  and  hot 
upon  the  enemy,  we  may  fight  till  we  die,  and  he  will  esteem  our  iron 
as  straw,  and  our  brass  as  rotten  wood  ;  our  darts  he  will  coimt  as 
stubble,  and  laugh  at  the  glittering  of  our  spear.  Leviathan  is  not  so 
tamed.  There  is  no  coping  with  him,  but  with  weapons  of  hea- 
venly temper  from  the  armory  of  Jehovah,  on  the  day  when  he 
goes  forth,  and  creation,  at  his  command,  stands  still  to  witness  the 
conflict.  Then  it  is,  as  conscience  kindled  from  above,  blazes, 
and  thunders  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy,  that  he  is  consumed  by 
the  breath  of  die  Almighty,  and  desUoyed  by  the  brightness  of  his 
coming. 

Never  was  an  idea  farther  from  the  ti'uih,  than  that  which  rep- 
resents the  Temperance  Reformation  as  only  a  secular  concern, 
afFocting  principally  the  body  ;  or  confined  in  its  influence  to  this 
world,  or  to  time ;  to  be  discussed  only  on  the  week  day,  and  that 
as  a  matter  of  convenience,  expediency,  or  domestic  comfort, 
pecuniary  profit,  or  reputation,  and  respectability.  Its  principal 
influence,  and  that  which  in  importance  eclipses  and  swallows  up 
every  other,  is  upon  the  soul,  and  for  eternity ;  according  to  the 
sentiments  of  tlie  learned  judge  referred  to — ^As  much  as  the  soul 
is  worth  more  than  the  body,  as  much  as  eternity  is  longer  than 
time,  so  much  more  important  is  its  influence  on  the  soul  than  on 
the  body,  and  with  regard  to  eternity  than  with  regard  to  time. 
And  till  its  influence  on  the  character,  prospect,  and  destiny  of 
the  soul  for  eternity  shall  be  exhibited  on  the  sabbath,  from  the 
pulpit,  by  the  ministers  of  Christ,  to  every  distiller,  juid  trafficker, 
and  user  of  the  drunkard's  poison  in  the  land,  who  does  not,  on 
account  of  doing  evil,  so  hate  the  light  as  to  refuse  to  come  to  it, 
this  engine  of  death  eternal  will  not  cease  to  operate,  nor  this 
citadel  of  Satan  be  demolished.  Ministers  may  think  that  they 
could  not  be  supported  without  the  avails  of  the  distillery,  and  the 
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dram-sbop,  or  the  cauotenance  of  those  who  furnbh  or  support 
them ;  and  churches  may  think  that  it  is  not  ecclesiastical  for 
them  to  move,  or  for  their  members  to  act  on  the  subject ;  and 
both  may  hope  that  others,  temperance  agents,  or  societies  will 
do  the  work,  and  accomplish  the  object  without  tiieir  assistance, 
and  that  they  had  better  say  nodiing,  and  do  nothing,  but  mourn 
in  secret  and  pray ;  though  church  members  continue  to  carry  on 
the  traffic,  and  cause  thousands  eternally  to  die ;  yet  it  is  not  so. 
No  minister  of  Christ,  in  doing  the  work  of  Christ,  needs  tlie 
gains  of  ungodliness ;  and  no  church  of  Christ  is  strengthened,  or 
sanctified  by  having  rum-makers,  and  rum-sellers,  and  rum-drink- 
ers for  members.  None  such  formed  the  family  of  die  Saviour, 
the  company  of  his  apostles,  or  any  of  that  bright  constellation, 
who,  in  theu*  day,  through  faith  and  patience,  entered  in,  and  took 
possession  of  the  promises.  They  were  men  of  another  sort. 
lliey  could  not  look  up  to  God,  and  pray,  "  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,'^  and  then,  go  away  and  tempt  their  fellow  men  to  ruin, 
and  yet  hope  for  his  favor.  They  felt  bound  to  do  to  others,  as 
they  would  diat  Crod  should  do  to  them.  And  if  they  did  not 
strive  to  use  their  influence,  not  to  corrupt  and  destroy,  but 
to  save  others,  they  knew  that  God  would  not  save  tliem.  Nor 
will  he  save  any,  who  are  not,  in  this  respect,  like  them.  In 
vain  will  they  plead  their  connection  with  the  church,  in  arrest  of 
Gondenmation,  for  destroying  their  fellow  men.  And  if  diey 
contmue  that  work  of  death,  and  the  church  continues  to  hold 
them  within  its  sacred  enclosure,  and  spread  over  them  the  pro- 
tecting banner  of  the  cross,  she  will  be  judged  as  accessory,  and 
held  responsible  for  the  mighty  ruin.     And  when  die  overflow- 

S'  scourge  shall  pass  through,  judgment  will  begin,  where,  had 
ormauon  begun  and  continued,  it  had  wrought  out  salvation, 
at  the  bouse  of  God.     And  whether  the  rainbow  of  mercy  which 
has  begun  to  appear,  shall  extend,  and  encircle  die  world,  or 
earth  be  enveloped  in  blackness  of  darkness,  now,  inider  Christ, 
hangs  on  the  decision  of  the  church  which  he  hadi  purchased 
with  his  own  precious  blood.     Let  her  members  extract  from  die 
bounties  of  his  kindness,  the  material  for  burning  out  the  con- 
sciences of  their  fellow  men, — let  them  set  it  on  fire,  apply  it,  and 
tnake  it  a  business,  to  spread  it  through  the  community,  and  the 
amoke  of  their  torment  will  cover  the  whole  earth,  and  spread 
through  all  its  dwellings  darkness,  lamentation,  and  mourning,  and 
wo.     A  fire  in  God's  anger  will  burn  continued  perpetrators  of 
wich  wickedness,  even  to  the  lowest  hell.     They  would  pluck  the 
lewek  from  the  crown  of  his  Son,  and  murder  the  souls  for  whom 
he  died. 

But  let  ministers  and  churches  do  their  duty,  free  themselves 
from  all  participation  in,  or  connivance  at  iniquity,  and  let  them, 
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by  light  and  love,  poured  out  kindly  and  perpetually,  labor  to  per- 
suade all,  from  supreme  regard  to  God,  and  good  will  to  men,  to 
do  the  same,  and  the  night  and  wo  of  ages  will  pass  away,  and 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  rising  in  his  glory,  will  pour  round  the 
globe  the  life  and  the  bliss  of  universal  and  unceasing  day. 

Ahready,  in  difierent  parts  of  Africa,  are  there  Temperance 
Societies ;  and  African  newspapers  state,  that  of  all  the  reforais 
in  this  reforming  age,  this  is  the  greatest.  The  way  is  preparing 
to  exclude  the  scourge  of  the  white  man  from  the  whole  continent 
which  he  has  cursed. 

The  Emperor  of  China*  has  forbidden  it  to  be  sold  to  the 
nominal  Christian,  because  it  makes  him  demoralize  the  beatheo, 
and  sinks  him  too  low  even  to  associate  witli  them. 

In  the  Sandwich  Islands,  a  thousand  in  a  day  covenanted  not  to 
make,  seU,  or  use  it.  The  manufacture  and  sale  of  it  are  prohib- 
ited by  law,  and  a  man  was  fined  two  hundred  dollars,  for  sellii^ 
a  bottle  of  it.f  A  Temperance  Society  has  also  been  formed,  de- 
signed to  embrace  the  nation.  '^  This  socie^,''  says  one  who  was 
present,  '*  it  is  hoped  will  be  a  permanent  institution,  a  happy  safe- 
guard to  the  present,  and  a  lasting  blessing  to  future  genera- 
tions— an  institution  which  may  yet  claim  kindred  with  the  nobler 
National  Temperance  Society  of  the  United  States,  which  noir 
waves  tlie  banner  of  deliverance  to  our  drowning  country,  and 
sives  her  high-born  pledge  to  stay  tlie  glory  that  was  departing 
Irom  her.  The  striking  fact  of  a  southern  dealer  in  the  United 
States  emptying  his  casks  on  the  ground,  because  he  could  not 
conscientiously  sell  so  dangerous  and  destructive  an  article, 
strikes  our  serious  natives,  as  it  does  me,  as  one  of  the  best  efforts 
that  has  been  known  for  exhausting  that  fountain  of  death  which 
is  desolatinc  the  earth.  Let  every  dealer  in  that  kind  of  mer- 
chandize follow  so  noble,  so  safe  an  example,  and  'joy  to  the 
world,'  would  be  the  song  of  the  rising  generadon.  I  am  told 
that  our  young  king  has  ordered  a  cask  of  spirits  on  board  one  of 
liis  brigs,  to  be  poured  into  the  sea — that,  tlie  British  consul  ap- 
plied to  the  Governor  for  permission  to  buy  up  rum  for  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  ships  when  they  touch  here,  and  was  denied, — 
that  others  applied  lor  tlie  privilege  of  selling  to  foreigners  only, 
not  to  natives,  and  the  reply  of  the  Governor  was,  '  To  horsesy 
cattle,  and  hogs  you  may  sell  rum^  but  to  real  men  you  must  not 
on  these  shores.^ " 

Such  is  the  language  of  a  niler,  lately  in  pagan*  darkness, 
among  a  nation  of  drunkards.  A  single  owner  of  rum  in  the 
United  States,  who  sinks  it  in  the  eartli,  rather  tlian  poison  and 
destroy  his  fellow  men,  may  exert  influence  in  the  promotion  of 
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sahratioo  over  the  whde  earth ;  while  he,  who,  from  the  paltry 
love  of  gain,  dbotinues  to  sell  it,  tends  to  perpetuate  sin  and  deatli 
throughout  the  human  family,  forever.  Both  exert  influence 
which  mij  be  feh  after  earth  is  dissolved,  and  told,  the  one  in 
strains  of  gkry  rising  hieher  and  higher,  the  other  in  tones  of  an- 
guish sinking  deeper  and  deeper,  to  endless  being. 

And  when  Ethiopia  is  rising  and  stretching  out  her  hands,  and 
the  isles  of  the  sea  are  receiving,  and  obeying  Grod's  law ;  when 
China  is  struggling  to  keep  off  death  from  her  people— Iceland  in 
supplication  lor  deliverance  is  melting ;  and  the  whole  creation 
groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain^ — ^when  the  Saviour,  with  a  voice 
wUch  pervades  creation,  is  proclaiming.  Who  is  on  the  Liord's 
sde  ? — ^Who  ? — and  the  universe  look  with  intense  gaze  to  witness 
the  result ; — and  when  a  single  individual,  by  coming  out  openly 
and  decidedly  on  the  Liord's  side,  and  sacrificing,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, money  to  duty,  may  roU  a  wave  of  salvation  on  the  other 
side  of  the  globe ;  shall  professed  members  of  that  church  which 
Christ  has  bought  with  his  blood,  take  part  with  the  devil  ?  and, 
if  he  will  pay  them,  assist  in  perpetuating  his  dark  and  dismal 
reign  over  souls,  to  endless  ages  ? — If  they  do,  Crod  will  write,  for  the 
omverse  to  look  at,  To  wham  theyjndd  themselves  servants  to  obey, 
kit  servants  they  are.  And  the  Register,  in  blazing  capitals,  will 
be  eternal.  And  though  he  who  continues  knowingly  to  do  evil, 
and  hates  the  light,  may  refuse  to  come  to  it ;  and  when  it  ap- 
proaches him  may  flee  away,  there,  it  will  blaze  upon  him  in  one 
unclouded  vision  of  infinite  brightness,  showing  his  heart,  to  be 
inore  black  than  darkness  itself  forever. 
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A.PPE1VDIX 


A.  (P.  7.) 

It  is  acknowledged,  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  pauperism  in 
our  country,  four-iiflhs  of  all  aggravated  crime,  one  half  of  all 
madness,  one  half  of  all  sudden  deaths,  and  one-fourth  of  all 
deaths  in  persons  above  twenty  years  of  age,  are  caused  by 
spirituous  liquors.  Shall  benevolence  and  patriotism  sleep  oa 
with  such  exterminating  ruin  around  them  ?  If  an  epidemic  dis 
ease  appears  in  a  street  of  one  of  our  large  towns,  or  aboard  a 
single  vessel ;  if  a  single  case  of  hydrophobia  is  recorded  by  any  of 
our  public  journals, — what  trepidation  throughout  the  land,  what 
horror  of  the  evil,  what  multiplied  proposals  of  remedy!  Anr 
yet,  what  is  one,  or  what  arc  both  these  scourges,  in  their  wildest 
and  most  unsparing  havoc,  in  comparison  with  intemperance?  In 
one  week  distilled  spirits  fill  more  graves,  than  all  the  cases  of 
hydrophobia  in  the  history  of  the  disease,  in  the  midst  bi* 
this  cruel  destruction,  the  friends  of  Temperance  have  looked 
in  vain  for  some  prospect  of  deliverance.  The  devouring 
flood  has  burst  over  all  the  barriers  which  the  pulpit,  the  press, 
and  the  voice  of  warning,  have  raised  in  its  way,  and  the 
year  1829  shows  the  abounding  increase  of  four  millions  of  gal- 
lons of  ardent  spirits  above  the  preceding  year.  Something 
must  be  done,  then,  more  than  has  been  done  already;  for  it  is 
notoriously  evident,  that  the  exertions  which  have  been  hitherto 
employed  for  the  suppression  of  intemperance,  have  been,  to  a 
melancholy  extent,  unvailing. 

Temperance  Societies  offer  to  public  consideration  no  Utopian 
project,  but  a  simple,  easily  comprehended,  and  easily  applied 
system,  which  has  been  in  operation  with  such  unparalleled  suc- 
cess for  three  years  in  the  Uniicd  States  of  America,  that  though 
it  commenced  on  a  population,  drinking,  on  an  average,  eight 
gallons  a  man  annually,  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits  ha.^* 
been  diminished  three-fourths  even  in  some  of  the  largest  towns, 
and  3000  drunkards  have  been  reformed.  I  have  before  me 
private  letters  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  describing, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  reformation  which  Temperance  Socie- 
ties have  produced.  I  have  before  mo,  also,  Keports  of  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union,  Home  Mission  Society,  Sea- 
man's Friend  Society,  with  the  minutes  of  the  General  Aisseni- 
bly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  number  of  sermons  and 
other  publications;  and^  in  every  one  of  these,  Temperance  So- 
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cieties  are  spoken  of  as  deservedly  ranking  among  the  best  bles^ 
sings  which  a  kind  Providence  ever  conferred  upon  the  ne^^ 
world.     Though  little  inclined  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  an>" 
man,  or  body  of  men,  I  should  find  it  hard  to  believe,  that  th^ 
General  Assembly  of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  1600  min  — 
isters,  were  blinded  by  Antichristian  delusion,  when  at  their  meet^ — 
ings,  in  two  successive  years,  they  recommended  to  all  the  peo- 
ple under  their  charge,  entire  abstinence  from  distilled  spirit,  and 
pledged  themselves  to  set  the  example;  and  I  should  find  it  stil  1 
harder  to  believe  that  God  would  so  bless  a  work  of  the  devil,  a^ 
to  make  Temperance  Societies,  for  three  years,  productive  of  si* 
reformation,  which,  in  many  respects,  stands  unparalleled  in  th6^ 
history  of  the  world.     The  abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  is  deser- 
vedly considered  the  glory  of  modern  times;  yet  neither  in  the 
evils  to  be  removed,  in  the  opposition  of  difficulties  to  be  encoun— 
tered,  nor  in  the  amount  of  good  done,  is  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  to  be  once  named  in  comparison  with  the  Temperance 
reformation.     I  ask,  then,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  is  there 
any  thing  in  the  disposition  or  constitution  of  Englishmen,  to 
prevent  their  following   the  noble  example  of  their   sons    and 
brethren  across  the  Atlantic,  in  shaking  off  the  vilest  slavery 
that  ever  degraded  body  and  soul?     I  was  in  company,  not  long 
since,  with  a  gentleman,  who,  a  few  weeks  previous,  had  dined 
on  board  an  American  steam-boat  with  eighty  passengers,  (a  fit 
representation  of  the  American  population,)  and  not  an  individ- 
ual of  all  these  used  one  drop  of  spirituous  liquors.    Why  should  it 
not  be  so  in  England  too?     What  ought  to  be  done,  can  be  done, 
in  England  as  well  as  in  America."     {Prof.  Edgar^a  Address.) 

Thames  Police. — Several  persons  were  convicted  in  various 
penalties  by  Mr.  Ballantine  for  assaults,  committed  while  they 
were  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  Fagan,  the  inspector  of  K  divis- 
ion stated,  that  more  than  300  persons  had  been  brought  to  the 
station-house  *'  dead  drunk  "  during  the  last  five  nights,  and  many 
of  them  would  have  been  suffocated  had  he  not  employed  several 
police-men  in  applying  restoratives,  bathing  their  heads  with  cloths 
soaked  in  cold  water  and  vinegar,  and  using  other  means  to  re- 
store animation.  A  young  woman,  while  in  a  helpless  state  of 
intoxication,  on  Saturday  night  last,  fell  down  in  Shadwell  High- 
street,  and  cut  her  head  open.  A  police-man  brought  her  to  the 
station-house,  where  she  was  attended  by  Mr.  Belson,  a  surgeon, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  the  hospital.  On  Tuesday  night 
she  died  from  the  effects  of  the  wound;  thus  adding  another  to  the 
many  victims  of  gin^rinking.     {Morning  Herald,  Dec.  29,  18S1.) 

Wealthy  Drunkards. — During  the  last  four  weeks  no  less  than 
4070  drunken  persons  have  been  taken  to  the  different  Metrope- 
litan  Police  Stations,  and  the  several  sums  of  money  found  upon 
them  when  taken  into  custody  amounted,  together,  to  £627. 

{London Morning  Chronicle,  Jan.  23,  1832.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE.— From  the  Bnti§h  and  Foreign  Tempennce  Henld. 

"Dover,  Dec.  15,  1831. 

"  Sir, — Having  for  several  years  resided  on  the  Continent,  I 
neTer  heard  of  the  existence  of  Temperance  Societies  until  with- 
in the  present  year,  and  the  occasional  notice  of  them  in  the 
journals  was  not  such  as  to  impress  on  my  mind  a  conviction  of 
their  practicability.  That  alone  was  wanting  to  satisfy  me  of  the 
great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them;  for,  on  the  importance 
of  their  object,  I  hope  there  are  but  few  dissentient  opinions, 
and  most  assuredly  mine  has  never  been  numbered  among  them; 
however,  a  very  ordinary  circumstance  soon  removed  the  only 
doubt  I  had. 

"  I  happened  to  be  present  when  a  Custom  House  Officer  of 
this  port  mentioned  that  he  had  been  on  board  the  Factor,  of  Bos- 
ton, United  States,  from  the  Havanna  to  Antwerp,  driven  into 
Dover  to  repair  damages  met  at  sea,  when  having  taken  stock, 
he  was  surprised  to  observe  that  spirits  of  any  kind  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list.  Supposing  some  error,  he  questioned  the 
master,  Capt.  Urann,  on  the  subject,  who  replied,  '  that  in  truth 
there  were  none  on  board,  neither  were  any  ever  permitted ;  that 
he,  and  all  his  crew,  fifleen  in  number,  belonged  to  Temperance 
Societies  in  Boston,  and  not  only  was  the  introduction  of  spirits 
prohibited  on  board  his  vessel,  but  even  on  shore  the  men  never 
used  them.' 

'*  My  curiosity  was  piqued,  but  my  interest  was  still  more  ex- 
cited by  an  anecdote  which  opened  to  my  view  the  first  dawn  of 
hope,  that  I  might  one  day  see  that  curse  of  civilization,  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  banished  from  society. 

"  I  soon  made  Capt.  Urann's  acquaintance.  He  confirmed 
the  preceding  statement.  .  I  questioned  him  on  the  health  of  his 
crew,  their  activity  and  readiness  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties;  how  they  bore  the  severity  of  weather,  and  changes  of 
climate;  to  all  which  he  replied,  almost  in  the  following  words: 
— *  Never,  Sir,  have  I  known  men  enjoy  better  health  than  mine 
have,  since  we  lefl  the  Havanna;  our  passage  has  been  rough 
and  stormy,  as  you  may  sec  by  the  state  of  my  ship,  and  although 
my  men  have  been  exposed  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to 
the  most  tempestuous  weather,  never  have  they  received,  nor  re- 
quired, either  rum,  brandy,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  to  stimulate 
them;  and  so  perfectly  satisfied  are  they  now  of  their  inutility, 
and  of  their  poisonous  effects,  that  I  am  convinced  nothing  would 
induce  them  to  resume  a  habit,  which  I  am  rejoiced  to  say,  will  be 
soon  abandoned  to  the  most  degraded  class  of  society.'  I  re- 
ceived the  observations  of  the  Captain  with  a  satisfaction  that  I 
cannot  express. — Surely,  thought  I,  what  Americans  have  so 
nobly  achieved,  will  not  be  above  the  energies  of  Englishmen; 
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if  the  former  have  acquired  a  victory  over  a  base  and  grovelling 
appetite,  (and  what  triumph  so  great  ?)  maj  I  not  anticipate  a  sim- 
ilar result  among  my  own  countrymen? 

''  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  very  obedient  Servant, 

''Alex.  B.  Hiooins." 


"  8L  Helier,  Jersey,  Dec,  21,  1831. 

<*  Gentlemen, — The  accompanying  Rules  and  Resolutions 
form  the  Constitution  of  the  Jersey  Auxiliary  Temperance  Society, 
and  were  adopted  at  a  General  Af  eetine  held  for  that  purpose  on 
the  8th  instant,  (the  day  after  that  appomted  by  the  local  authori- 
ties for  a  public  Fast)  of  which  the  newspaper  herewith  transmit- 
ted will  give  you  a  more  particular  account. 

''  Before  the  establishment  and  progress  of  this  Society  can  be 
duly  appreciated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances and  difficulties  which  it  has  to  encounter. 

'*  The  public  revenue  of  this  island  is  derived  from  the  impot 
on  wines  and  spirits,  of  which  the  former  yields  a  very  trifling 
proportion  in  comparison  with  the  latter.  Hence  as  there  are 
no  customs  and  taxes  on  any  other  commodities,  no  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  can  be  compensated  as  in  England,  by  a  greater 
consumption  of  other  exciseable  articles.  Notwithstanding  the 
productive  nature  of  the  impot,  the  price  of  spirits  is  so  low  that 
a  bottle  of  good  brandy  is  sold  for  9d.  and  one  of  an  inferior  qual- 
ity may  be  had  for  7d.  The  number  of  public  houses  and  of  re- 
tailers of  spirits  is  in  consequence  so  great,  that  it  is  calculated 
one-eighth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Holier  (amounting  to 
about  15,000)  are  engaged  in  the  traffic.  From  these  data  the  ex- 
tent of  intemperance,  and  of  the  evils  resulting  from  it  may  readily 
be  believed  to  be  very  great.  To  counteract  these,  it  has  been 
resolved  to  try  the  experiment  which  has  been  attended  with  such 
success  in  America,  though  it  will  be  observed  that  it  cannot  pro- 
duce corresponding  results  in  this  place  without  the  destruction  of 
existing  interests,  public  and  private,  in  proportion  to  its  progress. 
This  threatened  danger  has  not,  as  will  be  perceived,  deprived 
the  Society  of  the  patronage  of  the  three  head  authorities  of  the 
island,  military,  civil,  and  ecclesiastical.  The  large  room,  also, 
in  which  the  meeting  was  held,  was  crowded  beyond  precedent ; 
and  although  only  fifty  came  forward  to  sign,  yet  considering  the 
opposition  which  might  be  expected  from  the  above  causes,  the 
number  may  be  viewed  as  highly  encouraging.  The  number 
has  now  increased  to  about  120,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
its  steady  advance.  The  two  weekly  meetings  which  have  been 
held,  in  accordance  with  our  Rules,  were  very  numerously  at- 
tended, and  a  very  high  degree  of  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  evening,  which  have  tended  greatly  to  fiirther 
the  objects  of  the  institutio*: 
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"  We  hare  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your   most  obedient 
Mnruitfl,  T.  W.  Harrison, 

H.  Geart, 
John  Le  Bkr, 
*<  Secretaries  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Tempennee  Society.'* 


lAcefues, 
Nothing  can  exhibit  in  a  stronger  point  of  view  the  neceesity 
of  a  reform  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  than  the  fact,  as  stated  by 
Dr.  Cleland  in  his  ''Statistics  of  Glasgow,"  lately  published. 
**  The  number  of  persons,"  he  says,  ''  licensed  to  sell  spirituous 
liquors  in  the  ten  parishes  of  the  city,  being  1393,  (in  1830,)  and 
the  number  of  families  19,467,  gives  one  licensed  person,  or  pub- 
lic-house, to  13  i^j^  famlies.  If  the  number  of  persons  who  retail 
spirituous  liquors,  without  being  able  to  obtain  a  license,  were 
taken  into  account  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  number  of  temper- 
ate families,  who  never  use  a  public-house  on  the  other,  it  may 
be  said,  that  in  this  city  there  is  at  least  one  place  where  spirits  are 
retailed  for  every  twelve  families  ! ! ! " — After  such  a  statement,  it 
will  not  be  denied  that  the  evil  with  \fhich  your  Committee  have 
to  contend,  is  of  the  most  fearful  description;  and  they  feel  justi- 
fied in  calling  upon  all  the  sober  and  temperate  portion  of  the  com- 
miinity,  to  patronize  establishments  such  as  the  Temperate  Cof- 
fee-rooms, where  intoxicating  liquors  are  banished  upon  princi- 
ple. There  can  be  no  excuse  for  friends  of  Temperance  continu- 
ing to  frequent  public-houses,  when  other  places  are  open  for 
them;  and  if  the  places  at  present  open  become  insufficient,  the 
increasing  demand  will  soon  open  others. 

The  comparative  statement  of  the  licenses,  for  last  year  and 
the  present,  is  as  follows: — 

1830.  City  and  Rovalty,  1393  licenses. 

Lower  Ward  of  Lanarkshire,  1072         **....     2465 

1831.  City  and  Royalty,  1360  licenses. 

Lower  Ward  of  Lanarkshire,  1010         "  .  .  .  .     2370 

Being  a  decrease  of  Licenses  in  the  present  year,  of  95 

Extent  of  Intemperance, 
It  may  not  be  an  uninteresting  document,  to  contrast  the  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  city  of  Glasgow  and  suburbs,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  the  production  of  malt  and  distilled  liquors,  with  those 
who  are  occupied  in  the  sale  of  nutritive  articles  of  food.  From 
he  same  source,  we  arc  informed  that,  in  the  city  and  suburbs, 
there  are  2913  persons  employed  as  brewers,  distillers,  and 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers,  to  which  may  be  added  a  proportion 
of 7 16  persons  who  are  designated  as  ''waiters  in  taverns,  post- 
boys, ostlers,  and  grooms." 
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Tkere  are  engaged  as  bakers,  confectioners,  &c.    .    .     .  1063 

fleshers,  fishmongers,  and  poulterers,     .  4S6 

grocers  and  victuallers, 1127 

gardeners,  fruiterers,  &c 409 

Making  a  total  of 3025 

So  that  we  have  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  an  equal  number  of 
persons  employed  in  brewing,  and  distilling,  and  retailing  liquors, 
as  are  occupied  in  all  the  other  trades  for  the  supply  of  nutritive 
food ! 

Surely  the  simple  statement  of  facts  such  as  these,  is  sufficient 
to  exhibit  the  dreadful  infatuation  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
who  are  wasting  their  energies,  and  expending  their  hard-earned 
profits,  in  the  production  and  consumption  of  an  article,  which, 
viewed  even  in  the  most  favorable  light,  is  a  useless  luxury,  and 
which  ought  rather  to  be  branded  as  a  perqicious  indulgence  and 
the  very  bane  of  our  people's  happiness  and  prosperity.  {GUu. 
Temperance  Society  Hecordy  vol.  iii.  p.  10.) 

Into  a  single  liquor  shop  in  London,  between  the  hours  of 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  there  went  for  spirit 
663  persons.  This  would  make,  in  one  hour,  on  each  Saturday 
night  in  the  year,  34,476;  at  three  half-pence  each,  it  would 
make  £^15.  9s.  6d.  spent  for  liquor  in  fifly-two  hours.  What 
then  would  be  expended  in  all  the  other  hours  of  a  year,  in  a  sin- 
gle shop,  and  that  by  no  means  the  largest  or  most  frequented  in 
tne  city  of  London? 


B.  (P.  7.) 

The  title  of  "  London  Temperance  Society  "had  been  adopt- 
ed, not  as  the  most  proper  designation,  but  in  deference  to  So- 
cieties which  had  been  much  earlier  established,  especially  in 
America,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  The  Meeting  at  Exeter  Hall 
had,  however,  brought  together  individuals  who  had  taken  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  formation  of  the  important  Temperance 
Societies  of  all  these  countries;  and  the  Committee,  at  length, 
yielded  to^  their  combined  solicitations;  and,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Patron  and  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society,  the 
name  of  ''British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society"  was 
adopted. 

The  Committee  had  conceived  that  the  claim  to  a  title  imply- 
ing priority  and  universality  might  justly  be  disputed  by  the  phi- 
lanthropists of  America,  who  intrepidly  forced  the  ranks  of  gen- 
eral and  inveterate  prejudice,  and  first  raised  to  the  world  the 
standard  of  Temperance  Societies;  and  to  the  honor  of  these 
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pioneers  of  our  cause  it  should  be  recorded,  that  the  change  of 
name  was  pressed  mdyth  pertinacity,  at  once  the  most  courteous 
and  constant,  by  one  of  the  earliest  advocates  of  ^the  American 
Temperance  Society — the  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  of  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut — ^who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic,  at  the  instance 
of  some  of  the  most  liberal  supporters  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance Society,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  promoting  the  establish- 
ment of  a  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society.  He  reach- 
ed London  only  just  in  time  to  meet  upon  the  platform  of  the 
General  Meeting  the  friends  of  this  Society,  the  existence  of 
which  was  not  known  in  the  United  States. 

He  had  no  sooner  accomplished  the  peculiar  object  of  his  visit 
than  he  resolved  to  return  to  his  pastoral  charge  in  his  own  coun- 
try; notwithstanding  various  invitations  to  enter  into  engage- 
ments peculiarly  adapted  to  his  inclination,  and  to  his  powerful 
talents  of  persuasion.     {Annual  Report  Br,  and  For,  Temp,  Soc.) 


C.   (P.  7.) 

Cffficers  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society, 

PATRON. 

Right  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Right  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester. 

Right  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Mann. 

Right  Hon.  Lieut.-General  Viscount  Lorton. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Calthorpe. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Bexley. 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Chichester. 

Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Sir  Thomas  Baring,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

Sir  Matthew  John  Tierney,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

Admiral  Sir  Richard  Goodwin  Keats,  G.  C.  B. 

Sir  J.  M'Gregor,  M.  D.  Director-Gen.  Army  Med.  Dep. 

Major-Gcneral  Sir  G.  B.  Fihher,  K.  C.  H. 

Lieut.-General  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  G.  C.  H. 

Sir  John  Webb,  Director-Gen.  Med.  Dep.  Ordnance. 

Sir  John  Richardson. 

Philip  Cecil  Crampton,  Esq.  M.  P.,  Solicitor-Gen.  for  Ireland 

John  Ivatt  Briscoe,  Esq.,  M.  P. 

Henry  Drummond,  Esn. 

SECRETARIES. 

John  Capper,  Thomas  Hartley, 

John  H.  Ramsbotham,  N.  E.  Sloper. 
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HONORARY   MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Albany,  New  York,  Chanceller 
of  tbo  State  of  New  York,  and  President  of  the  New  York 
State  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  D.  D.,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewit,  D.  D.,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

John  Tappan,  Esq.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

From  the  station  in  which  they  are  placed,  the  Committee  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society  see  a  vast  field  for 
useful  labor  spread  around,  and  extending  before  them.  They  have 
the  enlivening  hope,  founded  on  successful  experiment,  of  in- 
creasing the  comforts  of  their  fellow-countrymen, — of  essentially 
assisting,  upon  a  wide  scale,  the  great  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  nation, — of  giving  an  animating  impulse 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  vast  colonies  throughout  the  world, — and 
of  promoting  human  happiness  among  all  civilized  nations. 

In  the  Excise  district,  which  comprehends  Belfast,  the  con- 
sumption of  whiskey,  during  the  six  months  ending  July  5,  1831, 
was  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  six  months  of  last  year 
by  forty-five  thousand  gallons;  being  a  diminution  of  more  than 
one-third  of  the  whole.  The  consumption  of  whiskey,  in  all  Ire- 
land, during  the  six  months  ending  July  5,  1831,  was  less  than 
that  of  the  same  six  months  of  1830  by  721,564  gallons. 

In  Scotland,  the  consumption  of  British  spirits  has  uniformly 
increased  till  the  present  year.  The  Temperance  Societies  of 
that  country  comprise  43,000  members,  and  the  consumption  of 
British  spirits  for  the  six  months  ending  July  5,  1831,  fall  short 
of  that  for  the  same  six  months  of  1830,  by  513,697  gallons. 

{British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Herald,) 


D.   (P.  8.) 

Facts,   condensed  from  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Maryland 
Slate  Temperance  Society ,  March,  1832. 

The  Warden  of  the  Baltimore  jail  states  that  there  were  2,322 
persons  committed  to  jail  in  the  year  ending  November,  1831. 
Of  these,  424  were  in  a  state  of  actual  intoxication  when  re- 
ceived, and  in  his  opinion  eight  out  of  ten  of  the  whole  number 
were  intemperate. 

In  Prince  George's  county  (Md.)  144  persons,  who  have  made 
themselves  paupers  and  pensioners  by  intemperance,  are  sup^ 
ported  by  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  of  $2,943. 

In  Annapolis,  the  capital  of  the  State,  $6,770  is  paid  by  the 
people  to  support  paupers  and  pensioners,  made  such  by  intem- 
perance. This  is  about  sixty  per  cent,  more  than  is  paid  for  the 
support  of  primary  schools  in  the  county. 
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In  Hulferd  county  the  annual  expenae  of  the  poor  ia  fS,S4S, 
at  leaat  three-firartha  of  which  ia  canaed  hj  intemperance.  One 
hundred  thouaand  gallona  of  distilled  liquora,  aTcraging  6J-  gal- 
lona  to  each  inhabitant,  are  consumed  yearly  in  that  county. 

In  the  city  of  Annapolis,  in  the  year  1828,  the  number  of 
deaths  among  the  males  over  18  years  of  age  was  18.  Of  these, 
nine  died  from  intemperance;  precisely  one  half — In  1829,  cut 
of  32  deaths  of  the  same  class,  eight,  or  one  fourth  of  the  whole, 
died  from  intemperance.  In  1830,  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  deaths 
waaoug  this  class  of  persons  were  from  the  same  cause.  The 
3iYerage  proportion  of  deaths  from  this  cause  is  at  the  rate  of  one 
in  every  329  of  the  whole  population. 

In  Hartford  county,  the  pensioners  have  increased  since  the 
year  1800  from  25  in  number  to  80,  and  the  licenses  to  sell 
liquors  from  31  to  96,  although  during  this  period  the  population 
liais  remained  almost  stationary. 

In  Anne  Arundel  county,  the  paupers  have  increased  since 
^pril,  1828,  twenty  times  more  than  the  population.  The  increas- 
ed demands  for  and  consumption  of  intoxicating  drinks  are  twenty 
times  greater  than  the  increase  of  population. 

Out  of  992  adults,  admitted  in  one  year  into  the  Baltimore 
alms-house,  944  were  known  to  be  drunkards.  The  expense  of 
supporting  drunkard  paupers  costs  the  city  an  annual  tax  of 
41^1,709  28.  The  retailers  pay  $8,438  99  for  the  privilege  of 
making  these  drunkards;  in  addition  to  which,  the  county  pay 
1^13,438  99  for  the  support  of  them. 


.  (P.   14.) 

Nor  is  the  conviction  of  the  utility  of  Temperance  Societies, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  unite  in  them,  confined  to  the 
great  and  good  merely  in  this  country,  where  they  originated. 
At  the  second  Anniversary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Tcmper- 
aace  Society,  held  in  London,  May  22,  1832,  the  Bishop  of 
London  (the  Patron  of  the  Society)  addressed  the  Meeting  to 
the  following  effect: — ''  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  have  found  it 
impossible  to  decline  complying  with  the  request  made  to  me  to 
tike  the  chair  on  the  present  occasion,  on  account  of  my  regard 
f«r  the  high  interests  of  humanity,  morality,  and  religion,  which 
I  feel  are  greatly  promoted  by  the  object  which  this  Society  has 
in  view.  The  only  objection  in  the  semblance  of  reason  that  I 
have  heard  made  against  the  Society,  is,  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  man's  obligations,  to  bind  himself  down  by  a  declaration 
that  he  will  do  that  which  he  is  already  bound  to  do  by  his 
Christian  belief.  But  I  own  that  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  that 
objection; — those  who  are  actuated  by  Christian  motives  can 
have  no  objection  to  do  that  to  which  Chriatian  motives  ali^^^ 
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dispose  them.  But  if  they  are  not  so  disposed,  and  if  they  can 
be  induced  to  enter  into  an  association  of  this  kind,  so  much 
good  will  be  achieved.  For  if  you  can  bring  a  man  to  do  that 
which  in  itself  is  good,  even  from  a  sense  of  his  own  temporal 
advantage,  he  may,  after  he  has  been  some  time  in  the  practice 
of  that  good,  be  induced  to  act  from  higher  motives.  A  man 
who  is  a  member  of  this  Society  will  forbear  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  from  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  become  a 
member;  but  in  the  course  of  time,  as  he  becomes  impress- 
ed with  regular  habits,  as  he  perceives  the  pure  sources  firom 
which  those  habits  flow  in  others,  he  will  learn  to  draw  his 
motives  from  the  same  sources,  and,  from  being  temperate  in 
one  respect,  he  will  gradually  acquire  a  power  over  his  inclina- 
tions, which  will  lead  him  to  become  temperate  in  all  things. 
Any  one  who  has  observed  the  state  of  society  must  have  re- 
marked the  great  deterioration  which,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  has  taken  place  in  the  moral  condition  of  the  poor  in  this 
(.  ountry.  I  do  not  say  that  the  poor  are  to  be  blamed  so  much 
as  those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  urging  them  to  a  differ- 
ent course  by  the  influence  of  their  advice  and  example.  Now, 
whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  the  evil  which  we  have  to  lament, 
prevention  will  be  a  much  more  effectual  mode  of  rooting  it  out 
than  punishment.  That  is  the  principle  on  which  this  Soci- 
ety acts,  and  I  own,  considering  that  most  humane  and  charita- 
ble object,  it  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary*  satisfaction  that  I 
see  before  me  so  many  persons  of  all  ranks,  classes,  and,  I  may 
add  opinions,  united  for  the  purpose  of  setting  this  great  and 
useful  example  to  the  poor,  by  which  one  of  their  worst  vices 
may  be  prevented.  To  myself,  and  I  may  add.  to  all  those 
around  me,  the  becoming  members  of  this  Society  is  no  sacri- 
fice, but  its  utility  to  the  poor  is  no  less  on  that  account;  they 
will  see  by  it  the  interest  which  their  richer  neighbors  take  in 
their  wellare,  and  that  alone  will  have  a  powerful  effect  upon 
their  conduct.  It  would  be  idle  of  me  to  point  out  to  such  a 
Meeting  as  that  I  now  address,  tvh&i  the  general  effects  of  in- 
toxication are,  and  how,  in  almost  every  case,  it  is  the  fruitfiil 
parent  of  other  crimes.  The  only  thing  which  such  a  Meeting 
as  this  may  require  to  know  is,  not  the  nature  nor  evil  effects  of 
the  vice,  but  the  frightful  extent  to  which  it  prevails.  It  appears 
from  official  statements,  that  there  were  taken  before  the  magis- 
trate, within  a  year,  more  than  30,000  persons,  for  being  in  a 
state  of  intoxication;  and  when  wo  consider  ^that  this  is  in  the 
metropolis  alone,  and  that  we  may  fairly  say  that  it  includes  a 
part  only,  and  not  the  whole  of  those  who  indulge  in  this  disgust- 
ing vice,  what  a  frightful  picture  does  it  draw  of  the  extent 
to  which  that  vice  is  carried  !  But  this  is  not  all.  We  have 
it,  on  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  in  the  different  districts 
of  the  country,  that  most,  if  not  all  of  the  offences,  for  which 
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committab  have  taken  place,  have  had  their  origin  in  dmnken- 
nesB.     It  appears,  that  there  were,  last  year,  95,000  committals 
in  England  and  Wales,  for  various  offences,  and  from  estimates 
which  have  been  made  of  the  extent  of  crime,  and  its  causes, 
four-fifths :  of  the  amount  of  crime  may  be  traced  to  habits  of 
drinking  to  excess;  and  from  similar  calculations  which  have 
been  made,  it  has,  and  I  think  not  unfairly,  been  inferred,  that 
three-fourths  of  the  beggary,  and  pauperism  in  the   kingdom, 
may  be  traced  to  the  same  source.     It  has  also  been  ascertained 
with  tolerable  accuracy,  that  that  most  terrible  of  all  visitations, 
insanity,  may,  in  half  the  cases  in  which  it  prevails,  be  ascribed 
to  the  effect  of  drunkenness.    Of  490  patients  that  were  confined  in 
the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Liverpool,  it  has  been  shown  that  251  had 
brought  that  fearful  malady  upon  themselves  by  drinking.     I  need 
not  say,  that  a  voluntary  intemperance,  carried  to  the  excess  we 
sometimes  see  it,  is  a  temporary  insanity.     Can  it  then  be  sur- 
prising, that  a  habit  of  excess  should  bring  about  a  total  priva- 
tion of  reason?   We  have  it  stated,  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
papers,  that  more  than  300  persons  were  brought,  in  five  nights, 
to  the  Thames  police-office,  in  a  state  of  gross  intoxication:  and 
in  another  we  find,  that,  in  four  weeks,  more  than  4,000  persons 
were  brought  to  the  different  police-stations  drunk;  and  it  is  a 
fact  which  we  should  not  lose  sight  of,  and  which  ought  to  show 
that  all  classes  are  interested  in  forwarding  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  that  the  whole  of  those  parties  found  in  that  disgraceful 
state,  were  not  persons  in  the  lower  ranks  of  society,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  many  of  them  were  persons  apparently   moving  in  re- 
spectable stations.     This  is  further  proved  by  the  fact,  that  the 
money  found  upon  those  persons,   amounted,   in  the  whole,  to 
X627.     Now  this  state  of  things  being  admitted,   and  deplored, 
an  it  must  be  by  every  good  and  humane  man,  and  true  lover  of  his 
country,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  all  such  to  endeavor  to  stem  the 
tide  of  iniquity  ?     We  do  not  say  that  this  may  be  done  by  the 
Work  of  man,  but  it  is  not  above  us,  if  the  Spirit  of  God  be  with 
Us.      We  have  seen  the  good  effects  with  which  such  a  Society 
K^aj  be  attended,  from  what  has  taken  place  on  the  continent  of 
-America.     The  great  effort  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  made  ; 
Temperance  Societies  were  established,   and  extended  rapidly 
t.hrough  the  country,  and  that  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless 
^heir  labors  may  be  seen  from  the  statement  which  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand,  containing  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  distilled  spirit 
imported  into  that  country  in  the  years  1824  to  1830,  inclusive. 

In  the  year  1824  it  amounted  to  5,285,000  gallo  s. 

1825 4,114,046. 

1826     3,422,380. 

1827     it  was  nearly  the  same. 

1828     4,466,980. 

1829 2,462,000. 

And  in.  .     1830    .  .  it  waa  .  1,195,000. 
10 
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**  This  statement  was  taken  from  the  Jownal  rf  Cawnmerce  (New 
York  paper),  and  the  American  journalist  remarked,  that  this 
extraordmary  diminution  was  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  in- 
creased manufacture  of  spirits  in  America,  for  that  by  the  do- 
mestic returns,  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  a  falling  off  in 
the  amount  of  the  quantity  of  the  latter  within  the  last  four  years. 
Now,  surely,  what  they  do  in  America  we  may  do  in  England  by 
the  same  means.     We  have  thus  an  encouragement  to  make  the 
attempt,  and  the  hope  that,  with  God's  blessing,  we  may  be  the 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  horrid  vice.     It  was  not  my  in- 
tention. Ladies  and  Grentlemen,  when  I  rose,  to  occupy  your  time 
at  so  much  length;  but  I  feel  so  strong  an  interest  (and  indeed 
it  must  be  so  felt  by  every  man  of  Christian  feeling  V  that  I  have 
without  intending  it,  been  led  beyond  what  I  had  proposed  to 
address  to  you.     The  object  of  the  Society  is  most  important  in 
every  point  of  view:  its  means  are  simple,     indeed,  that  very 
simplicity  has  been  a  cause  why  many  affect  to  treat  the  Society 
with  disdain;  but  let  them,  before  they  condemn  it,  make  the 
trial.     Let  them  enrol  themselves  as  members  ;  let  them  act  to- 
gether with  one  impulse.     The  stone  will  gather  as  it  rolls  ;  the 
tide  will  flow  on,  carrying  health  and  fertility  as  it  spreads,  until 
the  whole  land  shall  be  cultivated,  and  produce  a  general  and 
fruitful  harvest.    Another  subject  connected  with  excessive  drink- 
ing is,  the  fearful  desecration  of  the  Lord's  day,  of  which  it  is, 
in  many  cases,  the  parent  and  the  offspring.     It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  point  out  to  this  Meeting  the  increased  number  of  those 
places  where  deleterious  liquors  are  sold,  or  the  various  induce- 
ments which  are  held  out  to  make  them  the  resort  of  thousands; 
these  are,  unfortunately,  matters  too  well  known  to  all.     How  far 
it  may  be  necessary  to  call  on  the  legislature  for  increased  pow- 
ers to  the  civil  magistrate,  in  order  to  restrain  this  evil,  this  is 
not  the  place  for  us  to  consider.     Whatever  may  be  the  duties 
imposed  upon  others  elsewhere,  our  duties,  as  members  of  this 
Society,  are  plain  and  simple.     We  here  go  forth  upon  the  high- 
way, and  call  upon  all  to  come  and  enrol  themselves  amongst 
our  numbers:  we  court  the  aid  of  every  individual,  of  every 
rank,  and  of  every  class  in  society,  because  the  more  general 
the  example  which  we  propose  to  set,  the  more  powerful  will  be 
its  influence. 

**  I  trust,  Ladies  and  Grentlemen,  that  I  have  said  enough  to  per- 
suade you,  if  indeed  persuasion  could  be  necessary ;  and  if  I 
have  not,  others  who  will  follow  me  will  urge  with  much  greater 
force  upon  you  that  it  is  your  duty,  as  men  and  as  Christians,  to 
do  all  in  your  power  to  forward  the  objects  of  a  Society  which, 
whether  viewed  in  the  moral,  social,  or  religious  effects  likely  to 
result  from  it,  has  so  many  powerful  claims  on  your  support. 
There  may  be  some,  perhaps,  who  think  that  a  Society  of  this 
kind  is  intended  to  trench  upon  the  comforts  or  restrict  the  inno- 
cent indulgencei  of  the  poor.    It  has  no  such  object.     It  ad- 
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dresseg  the  poor  man  in  language  understood  by  all.  It  invites 
him  to  join  us,  and  points  out  how,  in  so  doing,  he  may  promote 
his  own  personal  comfort  and  temporal  interest,  and  how,  if  he 
joio  us  from  purer  and  higher  motives,  he  may  also  advance  his 
spiritual  improvement.  I  may  also  be  told,  perhaps,  that  this 
is  work  of  supererogation — ^that  it  costs  us  nothing  to  do  that 
which  may  be  a  sacrifice  to  others — but  to  these  I  say,  in  the 
language  of  the  Apostle,  '  If  meat  make  my  brother  to  offend 
I  will  eat  no  meat  while  the  world  standeth,  lest  I  make  my 
brother  to  offend.'  Another  reason  which  induces  me  to  give 
my  humble  support  to  the  Society  is,  that  it  will  be  the  means  of 
inducing  us  to  pay  greater  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  poor. 
While  we  are  negatively  charitable,  let  us  also  be  actively  benevo- 
lent; and  while  we  endeavor  to  rescue  them  from  the  influence 
of  their  factitious  wants,  let  it  be  our  duty  to  rescue  them  from 
those  that  are  real.  In  this  way  shall  we  make  the  Society  what 
it  ought  to  be ;  and  shall  we  not  extend  its  influence  through  the 
country  ?  I  have  to  apologize  for  the  lengthened  trespass  on  the 
attention  of  the  Meeting,  and  have  now  to  beg  its  attention  to 
the  Report  about  to  be  read  by  the  Secretary." 

On  thanks  being  returned  to  the  Chairman,  he  said  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  an  active,  and  he  hoped  he  took  a  zealous  part, 
in  an  Institution  which  bore  so  much  upon  the  spiritual  interest,  as 
well  as  the  temporal  welfare  of  those  committed  to  his  charge. 
From  the  best  consideration  which  he  had  given  the  subject,  it 
was  his  firm  conviction  that  a  human  institution  had  never  been 
devised  which  tended  more,  in  its  results,  to  promote  religion  than 
Temperance  Societies.  The  clergy,  therefore,  looked  with  con- 
fidence to  the  co-operation  of  these  societies  in  aiding  them  in 
Christian  instruction;  for  where  a  Temperance  Society  led  the 
way,  the  Christian  instructer  might  hope  to  follow  with  success. 
He  thought  that  this  Institution  was  one  of  which  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  all  its  branches  ought  to  be  most  anxious  to  avail  itself. 
The  Right  Rev.  Prelate  concluded  by  expressing  the  pleasure  it 
would  give  him  to  forward  the  objects  of  the  Society  by  every 
means  in  his  power. 


F.  (P.  n.) 
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AD0RESSED  TO  THE  HEAD  OF  EACH  FAMILY  IN  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 


Respected  Friend, 

We  are  engaged  in  a  great  and  good  work ; 
and,  to  accomplish  it,  we  need  your  aid.  It  is  the  work  of  extending 
the  principle  of  abstinence  from  the  u&e  of  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink, 
throughout  our  country,  and  throughoirt  the  world.  By  means  of  the 
press,  and  of  living  agents,  a  strong  impression  has  already  been  made, 
and  a  great  change  effected  with  regard  to  this  subject  More  than  a 
million  of  persons,  in  the  United  States,  have  ceased  to  use  ardent 
^irit ;  more  than  a  thousand  distilleries  have  been  stopped ;  more  thsn 
three  thousand  merchants  have  ceased  to  traffic  in  the  article,  and  more 
than  three  thousand  drunkards  ceased  to  use  intoxicating  drinks.  More 
than  ten  thousand  persons,  as  appears  from  numerous  facts,  hare  been 
saved  from  becoming  drunkards,  who,  had  it  not  been  ibr  the  change  of 
sentiment  and  practice  in  the  community,  had,  before  now,  been  in- 
volved in  all  the  horrors  of  that  loathsome  and  fatal  vice.  The  quantity 
of  ardent  spirit  used,  over  extensive  districts  of  country,  has  been 
greatly  diminished ;  and  pauperism,  crime,  sickness,  insanity  and  pre- 
mature deaths  have  been  diminished  in  proportion.  Sobriety,  industry 
and  economy  have  been  greatly  revived ;  and  it  is  estimated  by  Uiose  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  have  the  best  means  of  judging,  that, 
in  the  state  of  New  York  alone,  there  have  been  saved  the  last  year,  by  the 
change  with  regard  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  more  than  t2,000,(MX).* 
The  chief  means  of  effecting  this  change,  has  been  the  formation,  through- 
out the  state,  of  Temperance  Societies.  Should  such  societies  be 
formed  throughout  our  country,  all  persons  join  them,  and  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit  be  done  away,  it  would  save  annually  more  than 
9100,000,000,  and  more  than  30,000  valuable  lives.  It  would  remove 
one  of  the  greatest  obstructions  to  all  means  for  human  improvement ; 
one  of  the  principal  dangers  to  our  socid,  civil  and  religious  institu- 
tions ;  and  one  of  the  chief  causes,  throughout  our  land,  of  human 
wretchedness  and  wo. 

And  what  we  ask  of  you,  and  of  each  member  of  your  family,  is,  that 
you  will  not  only  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  but,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  good  to  others,  unite  with  a  temperance  society ;  and  for  thisi 
purpose,  that  you  will  give  your  names,  and  the  influence  which  is  al- 
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Uched  to  them,  to  the  pledge  which  is  annexed  to  Ihia  paper.    And  we 
do  this  for  the  following  reasons,  riz. 

1.  Ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  needful. 

All  the  world  lived  without  it,  and  all  die  business  of  the  world  was 
conducted  without  it,  for  more  than  (iye  thousand  years.  It  was  not 
used,  as  a  drink,  in  Great  Britain,  till  within  less  than  three  hundred 
years ;  nor  was  it  common  in  this  country,  till  within  less  than  one  hun- 
dred yeais.    Of  course,  it  is  not  needful 

2.  It  is  not  useful.  The  men  that  never  use  it  sulTcr  no  evil  for 
want  of  it.  There  is  no  natural  appetite  for  it ;  but  the  appetite  is 
created  solely  by  the  use  of  it.  More  than  a  million  persons  in  the 
United  States,  and  many  who  once  used  it  daily,  and  thought  it  to  be 
needful,  have  found  by  experience  that  they  are  in  all  respects  better  with- 
out it  And  the  number  is  so  great,  in  all  varieties  of  condition,  as  to 
make  it  certain,  should  the  experiment  be  fairly  made,  that  this  would 
be  the  case  with  all.    Of  course,  it  is  not  useful 

3.  Alcohol,  which  forms  the  basis  of  ardent  spirit,  is  h  poison.  When 
taken  unmixed,  in  no  very  large  quantity,  it  destroys  life ;  and  when 
taken  even  moderately,  it  induces  disease,  and  forms  an  artificial,  an 
unnatural,  and  a  very  dangerous  appetite.  This  appetite,  like  the  desire 
for  sinning,  in  the  man  who  sins,  by  gratification  tends  continually  to 
increase ;  and  requires  continually  increasing  quantities  to  satisfy  it. 
Hence  the  reason  why,  although  it  is  not  three  hundred  years  since  the 
use  of  it  began  in  Great  Britain,  the  quantity  used  has  continued  to  in- 
crease, till  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  have  used  more  than  40,000,000 
gallons,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  more  than  60,000,000  gallons, 
in  a  year.  And  yet  there  was  no  tendency  to  be  satisfied ;  even  with  five 
gallons,  annually,  upon  an  average,  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
the  country  ;  but  the  tendency  was  growing  stronger  and  stronger,  and 
with  greater  and  still  greater  numbers,  continually  to  increase.  And 
this  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  poison,  and  to  the  nature  of  the 
vicious  appetite  which  it  forms.  Unlike  the  appetites  which  God  gave 
for  water,  for  bread,  and  for  nourishing  food  and  drinks,  appetites 
which  may  be  gratified  daily,  and  yet  will  not  increase  in  their  demands, 
this  cries,  continually,  *^  Give,  give."  Hence  the  reason  why  the  sober 
youth  and  the  intelligent  man,  who  had  incautiously  formed  this  appe- 
tite, were  led  on  by  it,  step  by  step,  to  the  drunkard's  grave.  And  no 
man  can  form  it,  without  being  in  danger  himself  of  dying  a  drunk- 
ard. Not  that  every  man  that  forms  it  will  die  a  drunkard.  Some 
nay  withstand  it;  but  the  appetite,  which  a  father  may  withstand,  may 
kill  his  children  and  children's  children,  to  the  third  and  fourth  gen- 
eration. "  You  will  make  a  great  impression  on  our  people  now,"  said 
a  man  when  an  address  was  about  to  be  delivered  to  an  a^iscmbly  on 
this  subject,  '*  for  we  have  just  buried  a  man  who  killed  himself  by 
drinking.  He  was  the  son  of  a  mechanic,  who  had  two  sons,  and  took 
them  both  into  his  own  business  when  they  were  about  fourteen  years  old. 
He  drank  spirit  two  or  three  times  a  day ;  hb  aona  did  the  «ainfi\  vci^« 
before  they  were  nineteen^  tbej  wwo  both  dmnkaida.    TYa  c\^«iX\viL 
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ffered  along  till  he  wis  twenty^hree,  and  died.  The  youngeft  cannot 
live  to  be  twenty-three.  He  is  going  rapidly  the  same  way.  Thefathr 
stands  it,  but  the  sons  are  ruined"  That  short  sentence  describes  the 
condition  of  ten  thousand  families  in  the  United  States.  The  father 
ttands  it.  He,  perhaps,  did  not  begin  to  use  ardent  spirit  so  early,  till  his 
system  was  consolidated,  and  could,  to  a  greater  extent,  and  for  m  longer 
time,  threw  off  the  poison.  Perhaps  it  was  not  the  hshion  to  use  it 
when  he  was  young.  But  his  sons,  who  began  to  use  it  before  they  were 
grown,  are  ruined.  What,  then,  is  to  be  the  case  with  the  next  genera- 
tion, and  with  the  next,  if  this  process  of  ruining  our  children  is  to  con- 
tinue ? 

Says  an  eminent  physician,  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Medical  Society,  and  professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery  in 
Dartmouth  College,  "What  is  the  secret  of  this  witchery,  which  strong 
drink  exerts  over  tlie  whole  man  ?  I  will  try  to  tell  you.  After  beieg 
received  into  the  stomach,  it  is  sucked  up  by  absorbent  vessels,  is 
carried  into  the  blood,  and  circulates  throuffh  the  alimentary  organs, 
through  the  lungs,  muscles  and  brain ;  and,  doubtless,  through  every 
organ  of  the  body.  Not  a  blood  vessel,  however  minute,  not  a  thread 
of  nerve  in  the  wnole  animal  machine,  escapes  its  influence.  And  what 
is  the  nature  of  that  influence  !  It  disturbs  the  functions  of  life."  "  Oa 
every  organ  they  touch,"  says  another  eminent  physician,  Ebenezer 
Alden,  M.  D.  of  Massachusetts,  **  ardent  spirits  operate  as  a  poison. 
No  where  in  the  human  body  are  they  allowed  even  a  lodgment,  unul 
the  vital  powers  are  so  far  prostrated  that  they  cannot  be  resMved.   They 

*  are  hurried  on  from  one  organ  to  another,  marking  their  course  with 
irregularity  of  action  and  disturbance  of  function ;  until  at  last,  as  a 
common  enemy,  they  are  taken  up  by  the  emunctories,  the  scavengers 
of  the  system,  and  unceremoniously  excluded.  When,  through  decay 
of  organic  vigor,  this  process  ceases,  the  work  of  destruction  is  drawing 
to  a  close ;  and  the  last  glimmerings  of  life  are  soon  extinguished.  To 
a  man  in  health,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  temperate  use  of  spirits. 
In  any  quantity,  they  are  an  enemy  to  the  human  constitution.  Their 
influence  upon  the  physical  organs  is  unfavorable  to  health  and  life. 
They  produce  weakness,  not  strength;  sickness,  not  health ;  death,  and 
not  life." 

And  says  the  physician  before  referred  to,  "  Does  a  healthy  laboring 
man  need  alcohol  ?  No  more  than  he  needs  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate, 
or  opium.  The  experiment  has  been  made  a  thousand  times ;  and  the 
result  is  well  known,  namely,  that  more  labor  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
month,  or  a  year,  under  the  influence  of  simple,  nourishing  food  and 
unstimulating  drinks,  than  through  the  aid  of  alcohol." 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  of  England,  states,  that  spirits  and  poisons  are 
synonymous  terms.  And  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Ohio,  speaks  of  them  as 
a  deadly  poison,  and  mentions  a  number  of  cases,  in  which  the  use  of 
them  had  proved  mortal.  In  view  of  which  he  says,  "  Ardent  spirits  are 
a  great  quickener  and  disturber  of  the  animal  system ;  a  warm  and 
irritating  poison ;  in  moderate  doses  imparting  an  unnatural  exoite- 
ment ;  in  excessive  draughts  suddenly  extinguishing  life ;  thus  resem- 
hbngf  in  their  efiects,  a  nomber  of  deleterious  vegetable  subetancee,  wnofa 
ns  stramoniomy  hemlock,  the  ^nvfliifi  icid^  and  opium,  which  we  label  as 

poisons.^' 
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And  Dr.  Samael  Emlin,  late  secretary  of  the  College  of  Phyai- 
eians  and  Surgeons  of  Philadelphia,  remarks,  "  We  should  not  ad- 
mit of  the  popular  reasoning  as  applicable  here,  that  the  abuse  of  a 
thing  is  no  argument  against  its  use.  All  use  of  ardent  spirits  (i.  c.  as  a 
drink)  is  an  abuse.  They  are  mischievous  under  all  circumstances." 
1>r.  Giieyne,  of  London,  states,  that  they  are  most  like  opium  in  their 
nature,  and  most  like  arsenic  in  their  deleterious  effects.  And  Dr. 
Frank  declares,  that  their  tendency,  even  when  used  moderately,  is,  to 
induce  disease,  premature  old  age,  and  death ;  and  Dr.  Trotter,  that  of 
all  the  evils  of  human  life,  no  cause  of  disease  has  so  wide  a  range,  or 
BO  large  a  share  as  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors ;  and  that  more  than 
half  of  all  the  sudden  deaths  are  occasioned  by  them.  Dr.  Harris  states, 
that  the  moderate  use  of  spirituous  liquors  has  destroyed  many  who  were 
never  drunk ;  and  Dr.  Kirk  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  such  men  as 
were  never  considered  intemperate,  by  daily  regular  drinking,  have  often 
shortened  life  more  than  twenty  years  ;  and  that  the  respectable  use  of 
this  poison  kills  more  men  than  even  drunkenness  itself.  Dr.  Wilson 
nres  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  use  of  spirit  in  large  cities  causes  more 
diseases  than  confined  air,  unwholesome  exhalations,  and  the  combined 
influence  of  all  other  evils. 

And  says  that  celebrated  physician,  Dr.  Cheyne,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  after 
thirty  years'  extensive  practice  and  observation,  "  Let  ten  young  men 
begin  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  use  but  one  glass  of  two  ounces  a 
day,  and  never  increase  the  quantity,  nine  out  of  ten  of  those  young 
men  will  shorten  life  more  than  ten  years."  Medical  writers  throughout 
the  world  testify  that  ardent  spirit  is  a  poison,  which  cannot  be  used 
without  injury ;  which  causes  disease ;  and  which  shortens  human  life. 
And  these  testimonies  of  physicians  are  abundantly  confirmed  by  facts. 
Let  any  one  cast  his  thoughts  around  him,  and  reckon  up  the  number  of 
his  acquaintances  that  have  been  killed  by  it  within  the  last  twenty  years. 
In  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  21  persons  were  killed  by  it  in  a  year. 
In  Salem,  Massachusetts,  of  181  deaths,  20  were  occasioned  by  the  use 
of  strong  drink.  Of  94  adult  deaths  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  more 
than  30,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Association,  were  occa- 
sioned by  intemperance.  In  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  of  67  adult 
deaths,  more  than  one  third  were  occasioned  in  the  same  way.  And 
of  4292  deaths  in  Philadelphia,  700  at  least,  more  than  one  in  seven, 
are  stated  by  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  as  having,  in  their 
opinion,  been  occasioned  by  intoxicating  liquor.  Ardent  spirit,  then,  is 
a  poison,  destructive  to  human  health  and  life. 

Says  an  eminent  physician  in  Massachusetts,  "Since  our  people 
generally  have  given  up  the  use  of  it,  they  have  not  had  more  than  half 
ae  much  ^ckness  as  they  had  before ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  should  all 
tlie  people  of  the  United  States  cease  to  use  it,  that  nearly  half  the  sick 
aess  of  the  country  would  cease."  And  said  an  aged  physician  in  the 
«ame  state,  after  forty  years'  extensive  practice,  **  Half  the  men,  every 
year,  who  die  of  fevers,  might  recover,  had  they  not  been  in  tlie  habit  of 
jfliug  ardent  spirit.  Many  a  man,  down  for  weeks  with  a  fever,  had  he 
not  used  ardent  spirit,  would  not  have  been  confined  to  his  house  a  day. 
He  night  have  felt  a  slight  headache ;  but  a  little  fasting  would  have 
*emoved  the  difficulty,  and  the  mac  been  well.    JLnd  ieixi.^)  ^i^asl^^V^ 
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WIS  neTer  intoxicated,  when  visited  with  a  fever,  might  be  raised  ap  as 
well  as  not,  were  it  not  for  that  state  of  the  system  which  daily  moderate 
drinking  occasions,  who  now,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done,  sinks 
down  and  dies."  No  man  but  a  physician  knows  how  powerfully  fevers 
are  increased,  and  how  fatally  the  best  remedies  are  counteracted,  even  by 
the  daily  moderate  use  of  spirits.  An  aged  physician  in  Maryland 
states,  that  when  the  fever  breaks  out  there,  the  men,  that  do  not  use 
ardent  spirit,  are  not  half  as  likely  as  others  to  have  it ;  and  when  thej 
i\o  have  it,  that  they  are  ten  times  as  likely  to  recover.  In  the  island 
of  Key  West,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  it  was  at  one  time  remarkably 
sickly,  and  many  died  of  fever.  But  it  was  found  that  those  who  died 
were,  in  every  case,  addicted  to  the  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirit.  The 
<|uantity  used  was  afterwards  diminished  more  than  nine  tenths,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  remarkably  healthy.*  A  gentleman  of  great  re- 
spectability from  the  south,  states,  that  those  who  fall  victims  in  southern 
climes  are  almost  invariably  those  who  indulge  in  the  free  use  of  ardent 
spirit.  Dr.  Mosely,  after  long  residence  in  the  West  Indies,  declares, 
^*  That  persons  who  drink  nothing  but  cold  water,  or  make  it  their  prin- 
cipal drink,  are  but  little  affected  by  tropical  climates ;  that  they  undeigo 
the  greatest  fatigue  without  inconvenience,  and  are  not  so  subject  as 
others  to  dangerous  diseases."  And  Dr.  Bell,  **  That  rum,  when  used 
even  moderately,  always  diminishes  the  strength,  and  renders  men  joon 
susceptible  of  disease ;  and  that  we  might  as  well  throw  oil  into  a  house, 
the  roof  of  which  was  on  fire,  in  order  to  prevent  the  flames  from  ex* 
tending  to  the  inside,  as  to  pour  ardent  spirits  into  the  stomach  to  lessen 
the  effect  of  a  hot  sun  upon  the  skin."  Of  77  persons  found  dead  in 
different  regions  of  country,  67,  according  to  the  coroners'  inquests, 
were  occasioned  by  strong  drink.  Nine  tenths  of  those  who  die  sud- 
denly afler  the  drinking  of  cold  water,  are  those  who  have  been  addicted 
to  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirit.  That  draught  of  cold  water,  or  that 
exposure  to  the  sun,  which  a  man  who  uses  no  ardent  spirit  will  bear 
without  inconvenience  and  without  danger,  will  often  kill  the  man  who 
uses  it.  And  in  many  places,  more  than  four  fiflhs  of  those  who  have 
died  of  cholera,  that  pestilence  which  is  now  sweeping  over  Europe, 
and  threatens  also  to  visit  our  own  country,  were  persons  who  had  been 
addicted  to  the  free  use  of  strong  drink.  So  that,  whether  we  look  at 
tlie  nature  of  ardent  spirit,  or  its  effects,  at  the  testimony  of  physicians, 
or  at  facts,  we  are  shown  that  it  is  a  poison,  destructive  of  human 
health  and  life ;  and  the  men  who  use  it  as  a  drink,  take  a  course 
which  tends  to  shorten  life  from  ten,  to  fifly  years.  And  no  man  can 
take  it,  without  running  the  awful  hazard  of  coming,  by  his  own  agency, 
to  a  premature  grave.  And  from  bills  of  mortality  kept  extensively,  and 
examined  by  physicians  of  the  first  eminence,  it  is  estimated  that  tliis 
has  actually  been  the  case  in  the  United  States,  with  more  than  30,000 
in  a  year.  And  who  cannot  recollect  among  them  numbers  of  his  own 
acquaintance,  and  perhaps  of  his  relatives  or  intimate  friends  ? 

4.  The  use  of  ardent  spirit  impairs,  and  in  many  cases  destroys  rea- 
son.    Of  781  maniacs  in  different  insane  hospitals,  39S,  according  to 

*  Addresf  of  Judge  Craach,  Foortk  Kcport  of  the  AniGrican  Temporaiice  Soriety,  p.  91. 
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the  testimony  of  their  own  friends,  were  rendered  qaaniacs  by  stnMig 
drink ;  and  the  physicians  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  this  was  also  the 
«ase  with  many  others. 

A  distinguished  medical  gentleman,  who  has  had  great  experience  in 
this  malady,  states,  that  more  than  half,  probably  three  fourths  of  all 
cases  of  insanity,  which  have  come  under  his  notice,  were  occasioned 
by  excessive  drinking.  "  The  lore  of  strong  drink,  and  the  proneness  to 
mania,"  says  Dr.  Peirson,  "  are,  with  regard  to  each  other,  interchangea- 
ble causes."  And  why  should  this  not  be  the  case  t  "  Ardent  spirit,"  says 
Dr.  Kirk,  "contains  a  narcotic  stimulant,  possessing  similar  properties 
with  opium,  which  you  know  to  be  a  poison ;  with  this  addition,  that  it 
is  more  immediately  irritating  to  the  tissues  of  the  body.  It  is  absorbed 
into  the  blood,  circulates  through  the  lungs,  and  is  exhaled  through  the 
numerous  vessels  containing  the  circulating  blood  of  these  organs ;  and 
not  only  so,  but  the  vessels  of  the  brain  are  loaded  with  it  I  dissected 
a  roan  who  died  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The  operation  was  performed 
a  few  hours  after  death.  In  the  two  cavities  of  the  brain,  the  lateral 
ventricles,  was  found  the  usual  quantity  of  limpid  fluid.  When  we 
smelled  it,  the  odor  of  the  whiskey  was  distinctly  visible ;  and  when  we 
applied  the  candle  to  a  portion  in  a  spoon,  it  actually  burned  blue — the 
lambent  blue  flame,  characteristic  of  the  poison,  playing  on  the  surface 
of  the  spoon,  for  some  seconds."  Other  physicians,  who  have  had  simi- 
lar opportunities  for  observation,  have  given  similar  testimonies  on  the 
subject  And  is  it  strange  that  men  lose  their  reason,  with  a  poison  in 
the  brain  t  It  would  be  strange  if  they  did  not  And  this  is  the  cause 
why  men,  w1k>  take  this  poison,  have  so  much  less  reason  than  the  men 
who  do  not ;  and  why  the  same  men  have  so  much  less  reason  after  they 
have  taken  it  than  they  had  before.  They  have  a  poison  in  their  brain, 
which  tends  to  make  them  madmen.  Hence  the  reason  why  the  man 
who,  before  he  began  to  use  it,  was  a  kind  father,  an  affectionate  hus- 
band, has  afterwards  been  found  murdering  his  wife,  and,  upon  the  fire 
of  his  own  hearth,  burning  to  death  his  children.  Nor  is  the  effect  in 
such  cases  confined  to  those  who  use  it ;  it  descends  to  their  children 
and  children's  children ;  producing  a  predisposition  to  insanity  and  va- 
rious diseases,  which,  if  the  cause  is  continued,  will  become  hereditary, 
and  be  manifested  in  a  diminution  of  size  and  stature ;  a  decrease  of 
bodily  and  mental  strength  and  activity ;  a  feebleness  of  vision  and  a 
trembling  of  limbs  ;  an  indecision  and  a  fickleness  of  purpose ;  a  gen- 
eral deterioratk>n  of  character,  and  a  premature  old  age ;  which  will 
visit  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  from  generation  to 
generation.    Nor  does  the  effect  stop  here,  but, 

5.  It  weakens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  right,  and  is  thus  shown 
decisively  to  be  in  its  tendency  immoral;  and  that  no  man  can,  consist- 
ently with  his  duty,  either  use  it,  or  be  accessory  to  the  use  of  it  by  others. 

Next  to  true  religion,  diligence  in  useful  business  is  the  grand  safe- 
guard of  man.  And  so  needful  is  this,  that  it  it  is  difficult  to  raise  even 
a  family  of  children,  and  not  have  them  ruined,  unless  they  are  habitu- 
ated to  diligence  in  business.  Hence  God,  in  his  providence  and  his 
Word,  presents  a  great  variety  of  motives  to  make  men  diligent;  and 
ttotivcfi  in  sufficient  number  and  strength^  in  such  a  eoontry  M   ~  ~ 


NATIONAL   GIBOULAK.  7 

secare  the  object ;.  provided  men  do  not  use  ardent  spirit.  But  if  they 
diBf  all  these  motives  with  thousands  and  thousands  will  utterly  fail ; 
and  they  will  be  idle  ;  they  will  be  paupers,  and  they  will  be  vagabonds 
and  nuisances  after  all.  Of  334  paupers  in  Washington  county,  New 
York,  290  were  made  such  by  ardent  spirit.  Of  253  in  the  county  of 
Oneida,  246  were  made  paupers  in  the  same  way.  Of  50  in  Cumber- 
^land  county,  Pennsylvania,  48  were  made  paupers  by  intemperance , 
and  of  1134  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  1059  were  made  paupers 
in  the  same  way.  And  of  1909  paupers  in  different  almshouses  of  our 
country,  1790,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
were  made  paupers  by  spirituous  liquor.  Who  can  doubt,  but  that  it 
weakens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  right,  even  with  regard  to  the  plainest 
duties,  diligence  in  business,  and  the  duty  of  providing  for  one*s  own 
family  ?  Who  can  doubt,  but  that  a  great  portion  of  those  paupers,  had 
they  not  U5ied  ardent  spirit,  would  have  been  diligent,  useful  members 
of  society  ;  and  have  provided  well  for  themselves  and  their  families  t 
Tt  so  weakens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  right,  that  multitudes  who,  had 
it  not  been  for  this,  might  have  been  comfortable  and  useful,  are  now  a 
torment  to  themselves,  and  nuisances  to  mankind. 

6.  It  strengthens^  the  power  of  motives  to  do  wrong.  Temptation 
to  crime,  which  men  will  withstand  when  they  have  not  been  drinking, 
will  lead  them  when  they  have,  in  numerous  cases,  to  go  and  commit  iL 
Of  thirty-nine  prisoners  in  the  jail  of  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut, 
thirty-five  were  intemperate  men.  In  the  jail  at  Ogdensburg,  New  York, 
i^ven  eighths  of  the  criminals  were  addicted  to  strong  drink ;  of  647 
in  the  state  prison  at  Auburn,  Now  York,  467  were  intemperate ;  and 
•{46  were  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirit  at  the  time  the  crimes, 
for  which  they  were  imprisoned,  were  committed  ;*  and  of  120  in 
the  state  prison  of  Connecticut,  more  than  ninety  were  of  the  same 
cla^s.  And  a  similar  proportion  may  be  found  in  other  prisons.  So 
obvious  19  it  that  it  weakens  the  power  of  motives  to  do  right,  and 
strengthens  tke  power  of  motives  to  do  WTong.  Of  690  children,  im- 
prisoned for  crime,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  more  than  400  were  from 
intemperate  families.  Suppose  ^one  family  in  ten  were  intemperate, 
more  tlian  four  sevenths  of  the  youthful  criminals  were  from  those  one 
in  ton,  while  not  three  sevenths  were  from  all  the  other  nine  in  ten, 
making  the  children  of  intemperate  parents  more  than  ten  times  as 
liable  to  crime,  to  the  prison  and  to  the  gallows,  as  the  children  of 
temperate  parents.  And  certain  men,  when  they  wish  to  have  a  rob- 
bery committed,  or  a  murder,  and  do  not  wish  to  commit  it  themselves, 
lest  they  b'hould  be  hanged,  are  accustomed  to  invite  persons  who  love 
ardent  spirit  to  drink  with  them,  and,  in  their  great  generosity,  to  fur- 
nish it  gratis,  till  they  are  prepared  to  hear  about  some  splendid  project 
to  make  a  great  fortune  in  a  night.  Perhaps,  at  first,  they  start  back  ; 
it  is  too  hazardous.  But  give  them  a  little  more,  and  a  little  more, 
and  they  will  go  and  commit  the  crime.  Not  a  year  passes  in  which 
murders  are  not  committed  through  the  influence  of  ardent  spirit. 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  O'Neal,  of  South  Carolina,  testifies  that  homicide  in 

^  *  Report  fiftfieoffiferi  of  the  prison  to  dM  legislature. 
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that  State  is  almost  always  attribatable  to  ardent  spirit ;  and  that  out  oi 
eleven  cases  of  murder,  in  which  he  was  called  to  defend  the  prisoner^ 
all  but  one  were  occasioned  by  it ;  and  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  all  the 
cases  of  assaults  and  batteries,  ai&ays  and  riots,  are  from  the  same  cause. 
Col.  Thomas  Williams,  of  the  same  state,  declares,  that  of  eleven  murders 
tried  at  the  courts  at  which  he  practised,  in  every  case,  the  slayer  or 
the  slain  was  intemperate,  or  intoxicated  when  the  crime  was  commit- 
ted ;  and,  in  most  instances,  both  were  so.  And  he  says,  "  With  regard 
to  other  offences  of  personal  violence,  assaults  with  intent  to  commit 
murder,  and  common  assaults,  I  have,  in  the  course  of  my  practice, 
been  engaged  in  many,  and  witnessed  trials  innumerable,  and  I  cannot 
recollect  a  single  case  in  which  some  of  the  parties  were  not  more  or  less 
intoxicated.  I  have  witnessed  trials,  in  cases  of  larceny,  innumerable, 
and  I  do  not  recollect  of  but  one  case  in  which  the  prisoners  were  not 
either  in  the  habit  of  excessive  drinking,  or  were  not  drunk  when  the 
offence  was  committed."  And  Hugh  Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  states, 
that,  of  twenty-two  cases  of  murder  which  it  had  been  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine, all  had  been  committed  in  consequence  of  intemperance.  And 
of  more  than  two  hundred  murders  committed  in  the  United  States  in  a 
year,  you  can  find  scarcely  any  not  connected  with  drinking,  or  not 
committed  by  men  who  freely  use  ardent  spirit.  And  if  he,  who  was 
a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  were  to  furnish  a  driuk  adapted  in  its 
nature,  and  efficacious  in  its  effects,  to  make  others  like  himself,  and 
induce  them  to  work  for  him,  he  would  have  only  to  present  them  with 
ardent  spirit ;  and  as  0oon  as  they  are  brought  under  its  power,  they 
are  fitted  for  his  service.  They  inhale  the  very  air  in  which  pollution 
and  crime,  wretchedness  and  death,  live,  and  move,  and  have  their 
being. 

And  did  it  destroy  merely  property,  health,  reason  and  life,  we  could 
bear  it.  Though  it  should  destroy  more  than  1 100,000,000  a  year, 
^nd  bring  down  mere  than  30,000  persons  annually  to  an  untimely 
grave ;  though  it  should  continue  to  make  wives  widows,  and  children 
orphans,  and  scatter,  on  every  side,  firebrands,  arrows  and  death  ; 
>et,  if  it  illuminated  and  purified  the  soul,  and  prepared  that  undying 
part  of  man,  for  glory  and  honor,  immortality  and  eternal  life,  wc  could 
nndure  it.  And  for  the  continuance  of  its  inexpressible  and  over- 
whelming evils,  there  might  be  a  reason.     But 

7.  It  destroys  the  soul.     It  makes  sinners  more  sinful,  and  prevents 

tiiem  from  experiencing  God's  illuminating  and  pY^rifying  power.      It 

tends  directly  and  strongly  to  make  men  feel,  as  Jesus  Christ  hates — 

rich   spiritually,  increased   in   goods,  and   in  need  of  nothing;    and 

for   ever  to  prevent  them   from  feeling  as  men   must   feel   in  order 

to    be    interested    in    the    blessings    of   his    salvation.      The    Holy 

Spirit'  will  not   visit,   much  less  dwell   with   him   who  is  under    tlie 

polluting,  debasing  effects  of  intoxicating  drink.     That  state  of  mind  *• 

mnd  heart,  which  this  occasions,  is  to  Him  a  loathing,  and  an  utter 

abomination.    Not  only  does  it  darken  the  understanding,  sear  the 

conscience,  pollute  the  affections,  and  debase  all  the  powers  of  the  soulg* 

but  it  counteractst  the  meraifUl  designs  of  Jehovahp  and  all  that  ovctf 

fbwing  kindness  of  an  infinitely  compassioaate  Savior  Ibr  ita  dalivi«» 
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•uch  among  that  noble  band  were  not  found.  And  more  happy  will  it 
be,  if  such  among  their  descendants  never  shall  be  found.  The  free 
institutions  for  which  our  fathers  fought  and  bled,  for  which  they  were 
not  ashamed  to  pledge  their  fortunes,  their  lives,  and  their  sacred  honor, 
will  then  be  handed  dovKn  inviolate  to  posterity.  The  object  of  the  pledgt 
of  temperance  societies  is  not  to  bind  men  never  to  use  ardent  spirit  till 
they  die,  provided  that,  afler  full  examination,  they  shall  think  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  use  it.  They  are  voluntary  associations  of  all  that  do  not 
use  it,  and  who  are  disposed,  for  the  good  of  their  children  and  their 
country,  to  unite  in  them.  But  should  any  one,  at  any  future  time,  after 
an  impartial  examination,  find  that  his  duty  to  God,  his  children,  or  his 
country,  requires  him  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  he  is  at  full  liberty,  by  making 
known  his  request  and  his  reasons  to  the  secretary  of  the  society,  to 
take  a  dismission,  and  have  his  name  stricken  off  from  the  number  of 
those  who  do  not  use  it ;  and  he  stands  on  his  own  responsibility  as  lie 
did  before.  But,  as  it  is  with  freedom  from  submission  to  tyrants,  so  u 
it  with  freedom  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit, — the  longer  and  more  per- 
fectly a  man  is  free,  the  less  disposed  he  is  to  return  into  bondage. 

And  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  who  have  united  with  temperance 
societies,  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  none 
have  been  found,  who  have  tried  it  two  years,  who  woiild  not  acknowl- 
edge that  they  were  better  without  it,  nor  is  there  tlie  least  reason  to  fear, 
when  the  experiment  is  fairly  made,  but  that  this  will  be  the  case  with  all. 
fiut  why,  it  is  asked,  should  women  belong  to  temperance  societies? 
Because,  under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  which  raises  women  in  excellence 
of  character  and  ability  to  do  good  to  an  equality  with  men,  every  asso- 
ciation, composed  of  both,  will  more  than  double  its  influence  over  the 
public  mind,  especially  over  the  minds  of  youth  and  children.  And 
the  grand  object  of  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  is,  the  salva- 
tion of  the  children.  And  to  accomplish  it,  we  need,  and  must  have,  the 
influence  of  mothers  as  well  as  fathers ;  sisters  as  well  as  brothers. 

There  is  another  reason  why  all  women  should  unite  with  temperance 
societies.  More  than  a  hundred  thousand  of  the  lovely  daughters  of  the 
last  generation  were  doomed  to  the  tremendous  curse  of  having  drunken 
husbands,  and  rearing  their  little  ones,  under  the  blasting,  withering 
influence  of  drunken  fathers.  But  there  is  no  need  of  it.  Let  the 
fathers  and  mothers,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  this  generation,  all  cease 

.  to  use  intoxicating  drinks,  and  unite  their  influence  in  temperance  soci- 
eties, and  the  daughters  of  the  next  generation,  and  of  all  future  genera- 
tions, practising  on  this  plan,  shall  be  for  ever  free. 

And  there  is  another  reason  why  women  should  belong  to  temperance 
societies.  Multitudes  of  the  last  generation  were  made  drunkards  by  the 
customs  of  society.     Though  the  appetite  for  ardent  spirit  is  not  natural, 

-  and  would  never  exist  were  it  not  formed  by  the  use  of  it,  it  has  been 
formed,  not  only  in  the  cradle,  but  in  many  case-s  has  been  coeval  almost 
with  life  itself.  Even  the  mother,  when  her  infant  was  unwell  and  she 
did  not  wish,  during  the  night,  to  be  kept  awake  with  it,  drank  the 
poison  herself;  and  the  helpless  babe  slept  like  a  drunkard,  and  for  a 
similar  reason ;  and  the  drunkard's  appetite  was  formed  there ;  and,  as 
if  that  were  not  enooffh,  as  it  lay  in  the  cradle,  she  fed  it  with  a  tea- 
spoon ;  and  the  drankard's  appetite  was  strengthened ;  and  no  tooner 
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could  it  walk,  than  the  father,  after  he  had  been  drinking,  gaTe  it  the 
bottom  of  the  giass,  sweetened  in  the  most  enchanting  manner ;  and  the 
drunkard's  appetite  was  confirmed.  And  before  the  heedless  youth  had 
hardly  entered  upon  manhood,  he  stumbled  into  the  drunkard's  grate, 
was  covered  up,  and  his  destroyers  were  glad  to  forget  him.  But  there 
is  no  need  of  it  Let  the  customs  of  society  be  changed,  and  each  indi- 
ridual  unite  with  others,  to  touch  not,  taste  not,  and  handle  not  the 
abominable  thing ;  and  the  evil  will  be  done  away.  Generations  yet 
unborn,  to  all  future  ages,  saved,  by  simply  ceasing  to  do  evil,  and 
leamin^r  to  do  weU,  will  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed. 

We,  therefore,  renewedly  and  earnestly  request  you,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  your  family,  to  sign  the  annexed  pledge,  and  let  your  names  be 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  temperance  society. 

It  is  proposed,  through  the  medium  of  state,  county,  town  and  district 
societies,  and  the  efforts  of  friends  of  temperance,  to  put  a  copy  of  this, 
or  a  similar  paper,  into  every  family  in  the  United  States.  In  several 
states,  the  friends  of  temperance  are  now  doing  it ;  and  with  the  most 
gratifying  success.  And  could  we  exhibit  to  the  world,  the  noble,  the 
sublime  spectacle,  of  thirteen  millions  of  people  rising  in  their  strength, 
and  voluntarily  renouncing  the  tyranny  of  pernicious  custom,  and  re- 
solving henceforward  not  to  be  in  bondage,  even  to  themselves,  but  to  be 
doubly  firee,  we  should  be  indeed  the  people  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed. 
And  it  would  do  more  than  all  which  has  ever  yet  been  done,  to  render 
our  firee  institutions  permanent ;  and  by  the  manifestation  of  their  bless- 
ings, to  spread  their  causes  and  their  attendants,  knowledge,  virtue, 
and  blessedness,  throughout  the  world. 


Note.  The  oanes  will  in  a  few  days  be  called  for,  or,  if  not  called  for,  you  are  requested 
to  transmit  tbein  to  the  secretary  of  the  tonperanee  society  in  jour  rieinitj,  that  they  may 
t>e  enrolled  as  members  of  the  society.  And  all  that  join  tlie  society  are  requested  to  «se 
Viieir  influence,  in  all  suitable  ways,  to  induce  all  othen  to  do  the  same. 


PLEDGE. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  hclieving  that  the  use 

^f  ardent  sjnrit,  as  a  drinJc,  is  not  only  needless,  but  hurtjul  to 

€hc  social,  civil  and  religious  interests  of  men ;   that  it  tends  to 

J'orm  intemperate  appetites  and  habits;    and  that   while  it  is 

€:ontinued,  the  evils  of  intemperance  can  never  be  dow  away  i-^^do 

therefore  agree  that  we  will  not  use  it,  or  traffic  in  it ;   that  we 

uitl  not  provide  it  as  an  article  of  entertainment,  or  for  persons 

in  our  employment ;    and  that,  in  all  suitable  ways,  we  will  dtt- 

countenaTwe  the  use  of  it  in  the  community. 


v^ 


Par  sale  by  Aa»ov  Rumkll,  No.  B,  Conhill,  Boitoe,  at  flCVOO  P*  *Mm4»  ;,.^^ 


M 
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«.  (P.  18.) 
eir  THB 

IMMORALITY 

OF 

THE    TRAFFIC   IN  ARDENT   SPIRIT, 


No.  I. 

Ardent  spirit  is  composed  of  alcohol  and  water,  in  nearly  equal 
proportions.  Alcohol  is  composed  of  hydrogen,  carbon,  and 
oxygen,  in  the  proportion  of  about  14,  52,  and  34  parts  to  the 
hundred.  It  is,  m  its  nature,  as  manifeirted  by  its  effects,  a  j»ottcm. 
When  taken  in  any  quantity,  it  disturbs  healthy  action  in  the  hu- 
man system,  and  in  large  doses  suddenly  destroys  life.  It  re- 
sembles opium  in  its  nature,  and  arsenic  in  its  effects.  And 
though  when  mixed  with  water,  as  in  ardent  spirit,  its  evib  are 
somewhat  modified,  they  are  by  no  means  prerented.  Ardent 
spirit  is  an  enemy  to  the  human  constitution,  and  cannot  be  used 
as  a  drink  without  injury.  Its  ultimate  tendency  invariably,  is, 
to  produce  weakness,  not  strength;  sickness,  not  health;  death, 
not  life 

Consequently,  to  use  it  is  an  immorality.  It  is  a  violation  of 
the  will  of  God ;  and  a  sin  in  magnitude  equal  to  all  the  evils, 
tiemporal  and  eternal,  which  flow  from  it.  To  furnish  ardent  spirit 
for  the  use  of  others,  is  a  still  greater  sin,  inasmuch  as  this 
tends  to  produce  evils  greater  than  for  an  individual  merely,  to 
drink  it.  And  if  a  man  knows,  or  has  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing, the  nature  aud  effects  of  the  traffic  in  this  article,  and  yet 
continues  to  be  engaged  in  it,  he  is  an  immoral  man,  and  ought 
to  be  viewed  and  treated  as  such  throughout  the  world  ;  for  the 
following  reasons,  viz. 

I.  Ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  needful.  All  men  lived 
without  it,  and  all  the  business  of  the  world  was  conducted  with- 
out it,  for  thousands  of  years.  It  is  not  three  hundred  years 
since  it  began  to  be  generally  used  as  a  drink  in  Great  Britain ; 
nor  one  hundred  years  since  it  became  common  in  America.  Of 
course,  it  is  not  needful. 

II.  It  is  not  useful.  Those  who  do  not  use  it,  are,  other  things 
being  equal,  in  all  respects  better  than  those  who  do.  Nor  does 
the  fact  that  persons  have  used  it  with  more  or  less  frequency, 
in  a  greater  or  smaller  quantity,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time, 
render  it  either  needfiil^  or  useful,  or  harmless,  or  right  for  them 
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to  continue  to  use  it.  More  than  a  million  of  persons  in  this 
country,  and  multitudes  in  other  countries,  who  once  did  use  it, 
and  thought  it  needful,  have,  within  five  years,  ceased  to  use  it; 
and  they  have  found  that  they  are  in  all  respects  better  without 
it.  And  this  number  is  so  great,  of  all  ages,  and  conditions,  and 
employments,  as  to  render  it  certain,  should  the  experiment  be 
fairly  made,  that  this  would  be  the  case  with  all.  Of  course,  ar- 
dent spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  useful. 

in.  It  is  hurtful.     Its  whole  influence  is  injurious  to  the  body 
and  the  mind,  for  this  world,  and  the  world  to  come. 

1.  It  forms  an  unnecessary,  artificial,  and  very  dangerous  ap- 
petite; which,  by  gratification,  like  the  desire  for  sinning  in  the 
man  who  sins,  tends  continually  to  increase.  No  man  can  form 
this  appetite  without  increasing  his  danger  of  dying  a  drunkard, 
and  exertine  an  influence  which  tends  to  perpetuate  drunken- 
ness and  all  its  abominations  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Its  very 
formation,  therefore,  is  a  violation  of  the  will  of  God.  It  is,  in  its 
nature,  an  immorality,  and  springs  from  an  inordinate  desire  of 
a  kind,  or  degree  of  bodily  enjoyment — animal  gratification, 
which  God  has  shown  to  be  mconsistent  with  his  glory,  and  the 
nigbest  good  of  man.  It  shows  that  the  person  who  forms  it 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  proper  gratification  of  those  appetites 
and  passions  which  God  has  given  him,  or  with  that  kind  and 
degree  of  bodily  enjojrment,  which  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness 
have  prescribed,  as  the  utmost  that  can  be  possessed  consist- 
iently  with  a  person's  highest  happiness  and  usefulness,  the  glory 
of  his  Maker,  and  the  good  of  the  universe.  That  person  covets 
more  animal  enjoyment:  to  obtain  it,  he  forms  a  new  appetite,  and 
in  doing  this,  he  rebels  against  Grod.  That  desire  for  increased 
animal  enjoyment,  from  which  this  rebellion  springs,  is  sin;  and 
all  the  evils  which  follow  in  its  train,  are  only  so  many  voices 
by  which  Jehovah  declares  "the  way  of  transgressors  is  hard." 
Ijie  person  who  has  formed  an  appetite  for  ardent  spirit,  and 
feels  uneasy  if  he  does  not  gratify  it,  has  violated  the  divine  ar- 
rangement; disregarded  the  divine  will;  and  if  he  understands 
the  nature  of  what  he  has  done,  and  approves  of  it,  and  continues 
in  it,  it  will  ruin  him.  He  will  show  that  there  is  one  thing,  in 
which  he  will  not  have  God  to  reign  over  him.  And  should  he 
keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  continue  knowingly,  habitually, 
wilfully,  and  perseveringly  to  offend  in  that  one  point,  he  will 
perish.  Then,  and  then  only,  according  to  the  Bible,  can  any 
man  be  saved,  when  he  has  respect  to  all  the  known  will  of  Cvod, 
and  is  disposed  to  be  governed  by  it.  He  must  carry  out  into 
practice,  with  regard  to  the  body  and  the  soul,  "  not  my  wiU,  but 
thine  be  done."  His  grand  object  must  be  to  know  the  will  of 
God;  and  when  he  knows  it,  to  be  governed  by  it,  and  with  re- 
gard to  all  things.  This,  the  man  who  is  not  contented  with  that 
portion  of  animal  enjoyment  which  the  proper  gratification  of 
the  appetites  and  passions  which  God  has  given  him  will  afiTord, 

12 


90  AMEBICAir  TEKPBBAKCE   SOCUTT.  [200 

bat  forms  an  appetite  for  ardeat  spirit,  or  continues  to  gratify  it, 
after  it  is  formed,  does  not  do.  In  this  respect,  if  he  understands 
the  nature  and  effects  of  his  actions,  he  prefers  his  own  will  to  the 
known  will  of  God,  and  b  ripening  to  hear,  from  the  lips  of  his 
Judge,  "  those  mine  enemies,  that  would  not  that  I  should  reign 
over  them,  bring  them  hither  and  slay  them  before  me."  And  the 
men.who  traffic  in  this  article,  or  furnish  it  as  a  drink  for  others, 
are  tempting  them  to  sin;  and  thus  uniting  their  influence  with 
that  of  the  devil,  forever  to  ruin  them.  This  is  an  aggravated  im- 
morality; and  the  men  who  continue  to  do  it,  are  immoral  men. 

2.  The  use  of  ardent  spirit,  to  which  the  traffic  is  ac- 
cessory, causes  a  great  and  wicked  waste  of  property.  All  that 
the  users  pay  for  this  article  is  to  them  lost,  and  worse  than 
lost.  Should  the  whole  which  they  use,  sink  into  the  earth,  or 
mingle  with  the  ocean,  it  would  be  better  for  them,  and  better 
for  the  community,  than  for  them  to  drink  it.  All  which  it  takes 
to  support  the  paupers,  and  prosecute  the  crimes  which  ardent 
spirit  occasions,  is,  to  those  who  pay  the  money,  utterly  lost.  All 
the  diminution  of  profitable  labor  which  it  occasions,  through  im- 
providence, idleness,  dissipation,  intemperance,  sickness,  insani- 
ty, and  premature  deaths,  is,  to  the  community,  so  much  utterly 
lost.  And  these  items,  as  has  oflen  been  shown,  amount,  in  the 
United  States,  to  more  than  $100,000,000  a  year.  To  thi^  enor- 
mous and  wicked  waste  of  property,  those  who  traffic  in  the  ar- 
ticle are  knowingly  accessory. 

A  portion  of  what  is  thus  lost  by  others,  they  obtain  theoh 
selves;  but  without  rendering  to  others  any  valuable  equivalent. 
This  renders  their  business  palpably  unjust;  as  really  so,  as  if 
they  should  obtain  that  money  by  gambling;  and  it  is  a^  really 
immoral.  It  is  also  unjust  in  another  respect ;  it  burdens  the  com- 
munity with  taxes,  both  for  the  support  of  pauperism,  and  for  the 
prosecution  of  crimes ;  and  without  rendering  to  that  community 
any  adequate  compensation.  These  taxes,  as  shown  by  facts,  are 
four  times  as  great  as  they  would  be,  if  there  were  no  sellers  of 
ardent  spirit.  All  the  profits,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a 
mere  pittance  which  he  pays  for  license,  the  seller  puts  into  his 
own  pocket ;  while  the  burthens  are  thrown  upon  the  community. 
This  is  palpably  unjust,  and  utterly  immoral.  Of  1969  paupers, 
in  different  alms-houses  in  the  United  States,  1790,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  were  made  such  by 
spirituous  liquor.  And  of  1764  criminals  in  different  prisons, 
more  than  1300  were  either  intemperate  men,  or  were  under  the 
power  of  intoxicating  liquor,  when  the  crimes,  for  which  they 
were  imprisoned,  were  committed.  And  of  44  murders,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  those  who  prosecuted  or  conducted  the 
defence  of  the  murderers,  or  witnessed  their  trials,  forty-three 
were  committed  by  intemperate  men,  or  upon  intemperate  men,  or 
those  who  at  the  time  of  the  murder  were  under  the  power  of  strong 
drink. 


801]  FirTH  BKPO&T. — 1833.-*APPEin>ix.  91 

A  difltinguished  Senator  in  Congress,*  after  thirty  years  ezten^ 
lire  practice  as  a  lawyer,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  four-fifths 
•f  all  the  crimes  committed  in  the  United  States  can  be  traced 
to  intemperance.  A  similar  proportion  is  stated,  from  the  highest 
authority,  to  result  from  the  same  cause  in  Great  Britain.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  more  than  200  murders  are  committed, 
and  more  than  50,000  crimes  are  prosecuted  in  the  United  States 
in  a  year;  and  that  such  a  vast  proportion  of  them  are  occasioned 
by  ardent  spirit, — can  a  doubt  remain  on  the  mind  of  any  sober 
man,  that  the  men  who  know  these  facts,  and  yet  continue  to 
traffic  in  this  article,  are  among  the  chief  causes  of  crime,  and 
ought  to  be  viewed  and  treated  as  immoral  men  ?  It  is  as  really 
immoral  fof  a  man  by  doing  wrong  to  excite  others  to  commit 
crimes,  as  to  commit  them  himself;  and  as  really  unjust  wrong- 
ftilly  to  take  another's  property,  with  his  consent,  as  without  it. 
And  though  it  might  not  be  desirable  to  have  such  a  law,  yet 
no  law  in  the  statute  book  is  more  righteous  than  one  which 
should  require  that  those  who  make  paupers  should  support 
them,  and  those  who  excite  others  to  commit  crimes,  should  pay 
the  cost  of  their  prosecution,  and  should,  with  those  who  commit 
them,  bear  all  the  evils.  And  so  long  as  this  is  not  the  case, 
they  will  be  guilty,  according  to  the  divine  law,  of  defrauding, 
as  well  as  tempting  and  corrupting  their  fellow  men.  And 
though  such  crimes  cannot  be  prosecuted,  and  justice  be  awarded 
in  human  courts,  their  perpetrators  will  be  held  to  answer,  and 
will  meet  with  full  and  awful  retribution,  at  the  divine  tribunal. 
And  when  judgment  is  laid  to  the  line,  and  righteousness  to  the 
plummet,  they  will  appear  as  they  really  are,  criminals,  and 
will  be  viewed  and  treated  as  such  forever. 

No.  II. 
There  is  another  view  in  which  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is 
manifestly  highly  immoral.  It  exposes  the  children  of  those  who 
use  it,  in  an  eminent  degree  to  dissipation  and  crime.  Of  690 
children  prosecuted  and  imprisoned  for  crimes,  more  than  400 
were  from  intemperate  families.  Thus  the  venders  of  this  liquor 
exert  an  influence  which  tends  strongly  to  ruin  not  only  those  who 
use  it,  but  their  children;  to  render  them  more  than  four  tim^s 
as  liable  to  idleness,  profligacy,  and  ruin  as  the  children  of  those 
who  do  not  use  it ;  and  through  them,  to  extend  these  evils  to 
others,  and  to  perpetuate  them  to  future  generations.  This  is  a  sin 
of  which  all  who  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  are  guilty.  Often,  the 
deepest  pang  which  a  dying  parent  feels  for  his  children,  is,  lest 
through  the  instrumentality  of  such  men,  they  should  be  ruined. 
And  is  it  not  horrible  wickedness  for  them,  by  exposing  for  salo 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  ruin,  to  tempt  them  in  the  way  to 
death.     If  he  who  takes  money  from  others  without  an  equiva- 

*  Hob.  Felix  Grudjr,  United  States  Seaator  from  the  State  ofTenneweo. 
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leal,  er  wickedly  destroys  property,  is  an  immoral  man,  what  is 
iie  who  destroys  character;  who  corrupts  the  children  and  yon  th 
and  exerts  an  influence  to  extend  and  perpetuate  immorality  and 
crime  through  future  generations?  This,  every  render  of  wdent 
spirit  does ;  and  if  he  continues  in  this  business  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  it  marks  him  as  an  habitual  and  persevering  vio- 
lator of  the  will  of  God. 

3.  Ardent  spirit  impairs,  and  often  destroys  reason.  Of  781 
maniacs,  in  different  insane  hospitals,  392,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  their  own  friends,  were  rendered  maniacs  by  strong 
drink.  And  the  physicians  who  had  the  care  of  them,  gave  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  this  was  the  case  with  many  of  the  others. 
Those  who  have  had  extensive  experience,  and  the  best  opportu- 
nities for  observation  with  regard  to  this  malady,  have  stated, 
that  probably  from  one  half  to  three  fourths  of  the  cases  of  insan- 
ity, in  many  places,  are  occasioned  in  the  same  way.  Ardent 
spirit  is  a  poison,  so  diffusive  and  subtil  that  it  is  found  by  actual 
experiment,  to  penetrate  even  the  brain. 

Dr.  Kirk,  of  Scotland,  dissected  a  man  who  died  in  a  fit  of  in- 
toxication, a  few  hours  afler  death.  And,  from  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles of  the  brain,  he  took  a  fluid  distinctly  visible  to  the  smell, 
as  whiskey ;  and  when  he  applied  a  candle  to  it  in  a  spoon,  it  took 
fire,  and  burnt  blue;  ''the  lambent  blae  flame,"  he  says,  "  char- 
acteristic of  the  poison,  playing  on  the  surface  of  the  spoon  for 
some  seconds." 

It  produces  also  in  the  children  of  those  who  use  it  freely,  a 
predisposition  to  intemperance,  insanity,  and  various  diseases  of 
both  body  and  mind ;  which,  if  the  cause  is  continued,  becomes 
hereditary,  and  is  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation;  oc- 
casioning a  diminution  of  size,  strength,  and  energy ;  a  feeble- 
ness of  vision,  a  feebleness  and  imbecility  of  purpose,  an  obtuse- 
ness  of  intellect,  a  depravation  of  moral  taste,  a  premature  old 
age,  and  a  general  deterioration  of  the  whole  character.  This  is 
the  case  in  every  country,  and  in  every  age. 

Instances  are  known,  where  the  first  children  of  a  family,  who 
were  born  when  their  parents  were  temperate,  have  been  heahhy, 
intelligent,  and  active ;  while  the  last  children,  who  were  bom 
after  the  parents  had  become  intemperate,  were  dwarfish,  and 
idiotic.  A  medical  gentleman  writes,  '*  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
disposition  to  nervous  diseases  of  a  peculiar  character,  is  trans- 
mitted by  drunken  parents."  Another  gentleman  states,  that, 
in  two  families  within  his  knowledse,  the  different  stages  of  in- 
temperance in  the  parents,  seemed  to  be  marked  by  a  corres-. 
ponding  deterioration  in  the  bodies  and  minds  of  the  children. 
In  one  case,  the  eldest  of  the  family  is  respectable,  industrious, 
and  accumulates  property;  the  next  is  inferior,  disposed  to  be  in- 
dustrious, but  spends  all  he  can  earn  in  strong  drink.  The  third 
is  dwarfish  in  body  and  mind,  and,  to  use  his  own  language,  *'  a 
poor  miserable  remnant  of  a  man." 
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la  anotiier  himly  of 'daughters,  the  fint  it  a  smart,  actire  girl, 
with  an  intelligent  well-balanced  mind;  the  others  are  afflicted 
with  different  degrees  of  mental  weakness  and  imbecility,  and 
the  youngest  is  an  idiot.  Another  medical  gentleman  states, 
that  the  first  child  of  a  family,  who  was  bom  when  the  habits  of 
the  mother  were  good,  was  healthy  and  promising;  while  the 
four  last  children,  who  were  bom  after  the  mother  had  become 
addicted  to  the  habit  of  using  opium,  appeared  to  be  stupid;  and 
all,  at  about  the  same  age,  sickened  and  died  of  a  disease  ap- 
parently occasioned  by  the  habits  of  the  mother. 

Another  gentleman  mentions  a  case  more  common,  and  more 
appalling  still.  A  respectable  and  influential  man  early  in  life 
adopted  the  habit  of  using  a  little  ardent  spirit  daily,  because,  as 
he  tnought,  it  did  him  good.  He,  and  his  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  are  now  in  the  drunkard's  grare,  and 
the  only  suryiving  child  is  rapidly  following  after,  in. the  same 
way,  to  the  same  dismal  end. 

The  best  authorities  attribute  one  half  the  madnesip,  three- 
fourths  of  the  pauperism,  and  four-fiflhs  of  the  crimes  and  wretch- 
edness in  Great  Britain,  to  the  use  of  strong  drink. 

4.  Ardent  spirit  increases  the  number,  frequency  and  violence  of 
diseases,  and  tends  to  bring  those  who  use  it,  to  a  premature  grave. 
In  one  place,*  of  about  7500  people,  twenty-one  persons  were  killed 
by  it  in  a  year.  In  another,')'  of  1 8 1  deaths,  twenty  were  occasioned 
in  the  same  way.    Of  ninety-one  adults,  who  died  in  another  city^ 
in  one  year,  thirty-two,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  Medi- 
cal Association,  were  occasioned,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  strong 
drink ;  and  a  similar  proportion  had  been  occasioned  by  it  in 
previous  years.     In  another  city,^  of  sixty-seven  adult  deaths  in 
one  year,  more  than  one-third  we^e  caused  by  intoxicating  liquor. 
In  another  city  J  of  4,^92  deaths,  700  were,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  College  of  JPnysicians  and  Surgeons,  caused  in  the  same  way. 
The  physicians  of  another  city  IF  state  that  of  thirty-two  per- 
sons, male  and  female,  who  died  in  1828,  above  eighteen  years  of 
age,  ten,  or  nearly  one-third,  died  of  diseases  occasioned  by  in- 
temperance ;  that  eighteen  were  males,  and  that  of  these,  nine, 
or  one  half,  died  of  intemperance.     They  also  say,  ''  When  we 
recollect  that  even  the  temperate  use,  as  it  is  called,  of  ardent 
spirits,  lays  the  foundation  of  a  numerous  train  of  incurable  mal- 
adies, we  feel  justified  in  expressing  the  belief,  that  were  the  use 
of  distilled  liquors  entirely  discontinued,  the  number  of  deaths 
among  the  male  adults  would  be  diminished  at  least  one  half." 

Says  an  eminent  physician,  ''  Since  our  people  generally  have 
given  up  the  use  of  spirit,  they  have  not  had  more  than  half  as 
much  sickness  as  they  had  before ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  should 
all  the  people  of  the  United  States  cease  to  use  it,  that  nearly 

*  Poilimoiith,  N.  H.  t  Stlem,  Maw.  t  New  HaTen,  Conn. 
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Itajf  the  nckneis  of  the  country  would  cease."  Says  aaother, 
aftef  forty  years  extensive  practice,  **  Half  the  men  every  year 
who  die  of  fevers  might  recover,  had  they  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  ardent  spirit.  Many  a  man,  down  for  weeks  with  a 
fever,  had  he  not  used  ardent  spirit,  would  not  have  been 
confined  to  his  house  a  day.  He  might  have  felt  a  slight 
headache;  but  a  little  fasting  would  have  removed  the  difficulty, 
and  the  man  been  well.  And  many  a  man  who  was  never  in- 
'  toxicated,  when  visited  with  a  fever,  might  be  raised  up  as  well 
as  not,  were  it  not  for  that  state  of  the  system,  which  daily  mod- 
erate drinking  occasions,  who  now,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be 
done,  sinks  down  and  dies." 

Nor  are  we  to  admit  for  a  moment  the  popular  reasoning,  as 
applicable  here,  '*that  the  abuse  of  a  thing  is  no  argument 
against  its  use;  "  for,  in  the  language  of  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Philadelphia,*  ''All 
use  of  ardent  spirits  (i.  e.  as  a  drink)  is  an  abuse.  They  are  mis- 
chievous under  all  circumstances."  Their  tendency,  says  Dr. 
Frank,  when  used  even  moderately,  is  to  induce  disease,  prema- 
ture old  age,  and  death.  And  Dr.  Trotter  states,  that  no  cause 
of  disease  has  so  wide  a  range,  or  so  large  a  share  as  the  use  ef 
spirituous  liquors. 

Dr.  Harris  states  that  the  moderate  use  of  spirituous  liquors  has 
destroyed  many  who  were  never  drunk;  and  Dr.  Kirk  gives  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  men  who  were  never  considered  intemperate,  by 
daily  drinking  have  often  shortened  life  more  than  twenty  years; 
and  that  the  respectable  use  of  this  poison,  kills  more  men  than 
even  drunkenness.  Dr.  Wilson  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
use  of  spirit  in  large  cities,  causes  more  diseases  than  confined 
air,  unwholesome  exhalations,  and  the  combined  influence  of  all 
other  evils. 

Dr.  Cheyne,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  after  thirty  years  practice  and 
observation,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  should  ten  young  men 
begin  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  use  but  one  glass  of  two 
ounces  a  day,  and  never  increase  the  quantity,  nine  out  of  ten 
would  shorten  life  more  than  ten  years.  But  should  moderate 
drinkers  shorten  life  only  five  years,  and  drunkards  only  ten,  and 
should  there  be  but  four  moderate  drinkers  to  one  drunkard,  it 
would,  in  thirty  years,  cut  off,  in  the  United  States,  32,400,000 
years  of  human  life.  An  aged  physician  in  Maryland,  states, 
that  when  the  fever  breaks  out  there,  the  men  who  do  not  use 
ardent  spirit,  are  not  half  as  likely  as  other  men  to  have  it;  and 
that,  if  they  do  have  it,  they  are  ten  times  as  likely  to  recover. 
In  the  island  of  Key  West,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  after  a  great 
mortality,  it  was  found  that  every  person  who  had  died,  was  in 
the  habit  of  using  ardent  spirit.     The  quantity  used  was  after- 

*  Samoel  Emleii,  M.  D. 
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irurdt  diminished  more  than  nine-tenths,  and  the  inhabitants  be- 
came remarkably  healthj.* 

A  gentleman  of  great  respectability  from  the  South,  states, 
that  &ose  who  fall  victims  ta  Southern  climes,  are  almost  inva- 
riably addicted  to  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirit.  Dr.  Mosely, 
after  a  long  residence  in  the  West  Indies,  declares,  "  that  per- 
sons who  drink  nothing  but  cold  water,  or  make  it  their  principal 
drink,  are  but  little  affected  by  tropical  climates;  that  they  un- 
dergo the  greatest  fatigue  without  inconvenience,  and  are  not  so 
subject  as  others  to  dangerous  diseases;"  and  Dr.  Bell,  "  that 
mm,  when  used  even  moderately,  always  diminishes  the  strength, 
and  renders  men  more  susceptible  of  disease;  and  that  we  might 
as  well  throw  oil  into  a  house,  the  roof  of  which  is  on  fire,  in  or* 
der  to  prevent  the  flames  from  extending  to  the  inside,  as  to  pour 
ardent  spirits  into  the  stomach,  to  prevent  the  effect  of  a  hot  sun 
upon  the  skin." 

Of  77  persons  found  dead  in  different  regions  of  country,  67, 
according  to  the  coroners'  inquests,  were  occasioned  by  strong 
drink.  liine-tenths  of  those  who  die  suddenly  afler  the  drinking 
of  cold  water,  have  been  habitually  addicted  to  the  free  use  of 
ardent  spirit;  and  that  draught  of  cold  water,  that  effort,  or  fa- 
tigue or  exposure  to  the  sun,  or  disease,  which  a  man  who  uses 
BO  ardent  spirit  will  bear  without  inconvenience  or  danger,  will 
often  kill  those  who  use  it.  Their  liability  to  sickness  and  to 
death  is  oflen  increased  ten  fold.  And  to  all  these  evils,  those 
who  continue  to  traffic  in  it,  after  all  the  light  which  God  in  his 
providence  has  thrown  upon  the  subject,  are  knowingly  accesso- 
ry. Whether  they  deal  in  it  by  wholesale  or  retail,  by  the  car- 
So  or  the  glass,  they  are,  in  their  influence,  drunkard-makers. 
o  are  also  those  who  furnish  the  materials ;  those  who  advertise 
the  liquors,  and  thus  promote  their  circulation ;  those  who  lease 
their  tenements  to  be  employed  as  dram-shops,  or  stores  for  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirit ;  and  those  also  who  purchase  their  groceries 
of  spirit  dealers  rather  than  of  others,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
to  the  amount,  which  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  enables  such  men 
without  loss  to  undersell  their  neighbors.  These  are  all  acces- 
sory to  the  making  of  drunkards,  and  as  such  will  be  held  to 
answer  at  the  divine  tribunal.  So  are  those  men  who  employ 
their  shipping  in  transporting  the  liquors,  or  are  in  any  way  know- 
ingly aiding  and  abetting  in  perpetuating  their  use,  as  a  drink, 
in  the  community. 

Four-fifths  of  those  who  are  swept  away  by  that  direful  mala- 
dy the  cholera,  are  such  as  have  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  in- 
toxicating drink.  Dr.  Bronson,  of  Albany,  who  lately  spent 
some  time  in  Canada,  and  whose  professional  character  and  stand- 
ing give  great  weight  to  his  opinions,  says,  '*  Intemperance  of  any 

*  Addnm  of  Jndge  Ciaiich — Fowth  Report  of  the  Americaji  TempenuMe  So- 
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Species,  but  particularly  intemperance  in  the  use  of  diMUd 
liquoriy  has  been  a  more  productive  cause  of  cholera  than  anj 
other;  and  indeed  than  all  others."  And  can  men,  for  the  sake 
of  money,  make  it  a  business  knowingly  and  perseveringly  to 
furnish  the  most  productive  cause  of  cholera,  and  not  be  guiltj 
of  blood  ?  not  manifest  a  recklessness  of  character  which  will 
brand  the  mark  of  vice  and  infamy  on  their  foreheads  ?  *  *  Drunk- 
ards and  tipplers,"  he  adds,  ''  have  been  searched  out  with  such 
unerring  certainty,  as  to  show  that  the  arrows  of  death  have  not 
been  dealt  out  with  indiscrimination.  An  indescribable  terror  has 
spread  through  the  ranks  of  this  class  of  beings.  They  see  the 
.  bolts  of  destruction  aimed  at  their  heads,  and  every  one  calls 
himself  a  victim.  There  seems  to  be  a  natural  affinity  between 
cholera  and  ardent  spirits."  What,  then,  in  days  of  exposure 
to  thb  malady,  is  so  great  a  nuisance  as  the  places  which  fiirnish 
this  poison  ?  Says  Dr.  Rhinelander,  who  with  Dr.  De  Kay  was 
deputed  from  New  York  to  visit  Canada,  '*  We  may  ask  who  are 
the  victims  of  this  disease  ?  I  answer,  the  intemperate  it  invari- 
ably cuts  off."  In  Montreal,  after  1200  had  been  attacked,  a 
Montreal  paper  states,  that  '^  not  a  drunkard  who  has  been  attack- 
ed has  recovered  of  the  disease,  and  almost  all  the  victims  have 
been  at  least  moderate  drinkers."  In  Paris,  the  30,000  victims 
were,  with  few  exceptions,  those  who  freely  used  intoxicating 
liquors.  Nine-tenths  of  those  who  died  of  the  cholera  in  Poland 
were  of  the  same  class. 

In  Petersburg  and  Moscow,  the  average  number  of  deaths  in 
the  bills  of  mortality,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  when 
the  people  ceased  to  drink  brandy,  was  no  greater  than  when  they 
used  it,  during  the  usual  months  of  health — ^showing  that  brandy 
and  attendant  dissipation,  killed  as  many  people  in  the  same  time, 
as  even  the  cholera  itself,  that  pestilence  which  has  spread  sack- 
cloth over  the  nations.  And  shall  the  men  who  know  this,  and 
yet  continue  to  furnish  it,  for  all  who  can  be  induced  to  buy, 
escape  the  execration  of  being  the  destroyers  of  their  race  ?  Of 
more  than  1000  deaths  in  Montreal,  it  is  stated  that  only  two  were 
members  of  Temperance  Societies;  and  that  as  far  as  is  known 
no  members  of  Temperance  Societies  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  or 
£ngland,  have  as  yet  fallen  victims  to  that  dreadful  disease. 

From  Montreal,  Dr.  Bronson  writes,  ' '  Cholera  has  stood  up 
here,  as  it  has  done  every  where,  the  advocate  of  Temperance. 
It  has  pleaded  most  eloquently,  and  with  tremendous  effect. 
The  disease  has  searched  out  the  haunt  of  the  drunkard,  and  has 
seldom  left  it  without  bearing  away  its  victim.  £ven  moderate 
drinkers  have  been  but  little  better  off.  Ardent  spirits,  in  any 
shape  and  in  all  quantities,  have  been  highly  detrimental.  Some 
temperate  men  resorted  to  them,  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
malady,  as  a  preventive,  or  to  remove  the  feeling  of  uneasiness 
about  the  stomach,  or  for  the  purpose  of  drowning  their  appre- 
hensions;  but  th^  did  it  at  their  peril." 
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Says  the  London  Morning  Herald,  afler  stating  that  the  chol- 
era fastens  its  deadly  grasp  upon  this  class  of  men,  '*  The  same 
preference  for  the  intemperate  and  uncleanly  has  characterized 
the  cholera  every  where.     Intemperance  is  a  qualification  which 
it  never  overlooks.     Oflen  has  it  passed  harmless  over  a  wide 
population  of  temperate  country  people,  and  poured  down,  as  an 
overflowing  scourge,  upon  the  drunkards  of  some  distant  town.'^ 
Says  another  English  publication,  **  All  experience,  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  elsewhere,  has  proved,  that  those  who  have  been 
addicted  to  drinking   spirituous  liquors,    and   indulging   in  ir- 
regular habits,   have  been  the  greatest  sufferers  from  cboJern. 
In  some  towns  the  drunkards  are  all  dead.     Kammohun  Fingco, 
the  famous  Indian  doctor,  says,  with  regard  to  India,  that  people 
who  do  not  take  opium,  or  spirits,  do  not  take  this  disorder, 
even  when  they  are  with  those  who  have  it.     Monsieur  Muber, 
who  saw  2,160  persons  perish  in  twenty-five  days,   in  one  town, 
in  Russia,  says,  ''It  is  a  most   remarkable  circumstance,   that 
persons  given  to  drinking  have  been  swept  nway  like  flies.     In 
Tiflis,  containing  20,000 inhabitants,  every  drunkard  has  fallen — 
all  are  dead,  not  one  remains." 

And  Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington  city,  in  a  letter  from  New 
York,  states,  that  of  204  cases  of  cholera  in  the  Park  hospital, 
there  were  only  six  temperate  persons,  and  that  those  had  re- 
covered; while  122  of  the  others,  when  he  wrote,  had  died;  and 
that  the  facts  were  similar  in  all  che  other  hospitals. 

The  men  then  who  furnish  ptdent  spirit  as  a  drink  for  their  fel- 
low-men, are  manifestly  inv*ing  the  ravages  and  preparing  the 
nctims  of  that  fatal  disease,  and  of  numerous  other  mortal  dis- 
Mses;  and  when  inquisit^n  is  made  for  blood,  and  the  effects  of 
their  employment  are  examined  for  the  purpose"  of  rendering  to 
Lhem,  according  to  th^ir  work,  they  will  be  found,  should  they 
continue,  to  be  guiVy  of  knowingly  destroying  their  fellow-men. 

What  right  hav^  men,  by  selling  ardent  spirit,  to  increase  tho 
danger,  extend  the  ravages,  and  augment  and  perpetuate  the 
malignancy  o{  the  cholera,  and  multiply  upon  the  community 
numerous  otter  mortal  diseases?  Who  cannot  see  that  it  is  a 
foul,  deep,  and  fatal  injury  inflicted  on  *  society  ?  that  it  is, 
in  a  high  degree,  cruel  and  unjust.^  that  it  scatters  the  popula- 
tion of  oiir  cities,  renders  our  business  stagnant,  and  exposes  xn\r 
Bons  apd  our  daughters  to  premature  and  sudden  death  ?  And  so 
maniffsstly  is  this  the  case,  that  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city 
of  Washington  have  declared  that  the  vending  of  ardent  spirit, 
Ml  any  qtuintity,  is  a  nuuancc;  and,  as  such,  have  ordered  that  it 
be  discontinued  for  the  space  of  90  days*  This  has  been  don^ 
b  Bel£-defence,  to  save  the  community  from  the  siokness  and 
death  which  the  vending  of  spirit  is  aaapted  to  occaaion. 
Nor  is  this  tendency  to  occasion  disease  and  death«  confined 
to  the  time  yshcn  Uie  cholera  is  ranging. 

13 
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By  the  statement  of  the  physicians  in  one  of  our  cities,* 
it  appears  that  the  average  number  of  deaths  by  intemperance, 
for  several  years,  has  been  one  to  every  3^9  inhabitants; 
which  would  make,  in  the  United  States,  40,000  in  a  year.  And 
it  is  the  opinion  of  physicians,  that  as  many  more  die  of  diseases 
which  are  induced,  or  aggravated  and  rendered  mortid  by  the  use 
of  ardent  spirit.  And  to  those  results,  all  who  make  it,  sell  it, 
or  use  it,  are  accessory. 

It  is  a  principle  in  law,  that  the  perpetrator  of  crime  and  the 
accessory  to  it  are  both  guilty,  and  deserving  of  punishment. 
Men  have  been  hanged  for  the  violation  of  this  principle.  It 
applies  to  the  law  of  God.  And  as  the  drunkard  cannot  go  to 
heaven,  can  drunkard-makers?  Are  they  not,  when  tried  by  the 
principles  of  the  Bible,  in  view  of  the  developements  of  Provi- 
dence, manifestly  immoral  men?  men  who,  for  the  sake  of  money , 
will  knowingly  he  instrumental  in  corrupting  the  character,  in- 
creasing the  diseases,  and  destroying  the  lives  of  their  fellow-men? 

'^  But"  says  one, ''  I  never  sell  to  drunkards;  I  sell  only  to  sober 
men."  And  is  that  any  better?  Is  it  a  less  evil  to  the  commu- 
nity to  make  drunkards  of  sober  men,  than  it  is  to  kill  drunkards? 
Ask  that  widowed  mothcT,  Who  did  her  the  greatest  evil?  The 
man  who  only  killed  her  dmnken  husband,  or  the  man  who  made 
a  drunkard  of  her  only  son>  Ask  those  orphan  children.  Who 
did  them  the  greatest  injury?  the  man  who  made  their  once  so- 
ber, kind,  and  affectionate  fattier  a  drunkard,  and  thus  blasted 
all  their  hopes,  and  turned  their  h^me,  sweet  home,  into  the  em- 
blem of  hell;  or  the  man  who,  aflei  they  had  suffered  for  <  years 
the  anguish,  the  indescribable  angifish  of  the  drunkard's  chil- 
dren, and  seen  their  heart-broken  motfier  in  danger  of  an  un- 
timely grave,  only  killed  their  drunken  Kther,  and  thus  caused 
in  their  habitation,  a  great  calm?  Whic^  of  these  two  men 
brought  upon  them  the  greatest  evil?  Canyon  doubt?  You 
then  do  nothing  but  make  drunkards  of  sober  men,  or  expose 
them  to  become  such.  Suppose  that  all  the  evih  which  you  may 
be  instrumental  in  bringing  upon  other  children,  were  to  come 
upon  your  own,  and  that  you  were  to  bear  all  the  angubh 
which  you  may  occasion ;  would  you  have  any  doubt  tiiat  the  man 
who  would  knowingly  continue  to  be  accessory  to  the  bnnging  of 
these  evils  upon  you,  must  be  a  notoriously  wicked  man? 

7.  Ardent  spirit  destroys  the  soul. 

Facts  in  great  numbers  are  now  before  the  publicyt  whicii  show 
conclusively  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  tends  strongly  to  hin- 
der the  moral  and  spiritual  illumination  and  purification  of  men; 
and  thus  to  prevent  their  salvation,  and  bring  upon  them  the  hor- 
rors of  the  second  death. 

A  disease  more  dreadful  than  the  cholera,  or  any  other  that 

*  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

t  See  Fourth  and  Fifth  Reports  of  the  AmerieanTempenuieeSocielj. 
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kills  the  body  merely,  is  raging,  and  is  universal,  threatening 
the  endless  death  of  the  soul.  A  remedy  is  provided,  all  sufli- 
cient,  and  infinitely  efficacious;  but  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  aggra- 
vates the  disease,  and  with  millions  and  millions  prevents  the  ap- 
plication of  the  remedy,  and  thus  prevents  its  effect.  Great  multi- 
tudes therefore  die  the  second  death,  who,  were  it  not  for  this, 
might  live  forever. 

More  than  four  times  as  many,  in  proportion  to  the  number, 
over  wide  regions  of  country,  during  the  past  year,  have  appar- 
ently embraced  the  gospel,  and  experienced  its  saving  power, 
from  among  those  who  had  renounced  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  van 
from  those  who  continued  to  use  it."^ 

The  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society,  in 
view  of  the  peculiar  and  unprecedented  attention  to  religion  which 
followed  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
strong  drink,  remark,  that  when  this  course  is  taken,  the  great- 
est enemy  to  the  work  of  the  Iloly  Spirit  on  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  men  appears  to  be  more  than  half  conquered. 

Inthree  hundred  towns,  six-tenths  of  those,  who,  two  years  ago, 
belonged  to  Temperance  Societies,  but  were  not  hopefully  pious. 
have  since  become  so;  and  eight-tenths  of  those  who  have,  wicli- 
ia  that  time,  become  hopefully  pious,  who  did  not  belong  to  Tem- 
perance Societies,  have  since  joined  them.     In  numerous  places, 
where  only  a  minority  of  the  people  abstained  from  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirit,  nine-tenths  of  those,  who  have  of  late  professed  the 
religion  of  Christ,  have  been  from  that  minority.     This  is  occa- 
sioned in  various  ways.     The  use  of  ardent  spirit  keeps  many  away 
from  the  house  of  God,  and  thus  prevents  them  from  coming  un- 
der the  sound  of  the  gospel.     And  many  who  do  come,  it  causes 
to  continue  stupid,  worldly  minded,  and  unholy.     A  single  glass 
a  day,  is  enough  to  keep  multitudes  of  men,  under  the  full  blaze 
of  the  gospel,  from  ever  experiencing  its  illuminating  and  purify- 
ing power.     Even  if  they  come  to  the  light,  and  it  shines  upon 
them,  it  shines  upon,  darkness,  and  the  darkness  does  not  com- 
prehend it.     AVhile  multitudes  who  thus  do  evil,  will  not. come 
to  the  light,  lest  their  deeds  should  be  reproved.     There  is  a  total 
contrariety  between  the  effect  produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
the  effect  of  spirituous  liquor  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men. 
The  latter  tends  directly  and  powerfully  to  counteract  the  former. 
It  tends  to  make  men  feel  in  a  manner  whicA  Jesus  Christ  hates, 
rich  spiritually,  increased   in  goods,  and  in  need  of  nothing; 
while  it  tends  forever  to  prevent  them  from  feeling,  as  sinners  must 
feel,  to  buy  of  him  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  they  may  be  rich. 
Those  who  use  it,  therefore,  are  taking  the  direct  course  to  de- 
stroy their  own  souls;  and  those  who  furnish  it,  are  taking  the 
course  to  destroy  the  souls  of  their  fellow-men. 

In  one  town,  more  than  twenty  times  as  many,  in  proportion  to 

*  Seo  Fifth  Report  of  AnMrieaii  Twipemiee  Sodatj.  p.  S8. 
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the  number,  professed  the  religion  of  Christ,  during  the  past  year; 
and  in  another  town,  more  than  thirty  times  as  many  of  those  who 
did  not  use  ardent  spirit,  as  of  those  who  did.  In  other  towns,  in 
which  from  one-third  to  two-thirds  of  the  people  did  not  use  it,  and 
from  twenty  to  forty  made  a  profession  of  religion,  they  were  all 
from  the  same  class.  What  then  are  those  men  doing,  who  fur- 
nish it,  but  taking  the  course  which  is  adapted  to  keep  men  stu- 
pid in  sin,  till  they  sink  into  the  agonies  of  the  second  death  ? 
And  is  not  this  an  immorality  of  a  high  and  aggravated  descrip- 
tion? and  one  which  ought  to  mark  every  man,  who  understands 
its  nature  and  effects,  and  yet  continues  to  live  in  it,  as  a  notori- 
ously immoral  man  ?  What  though  he  does  not  live  in  other 
immoralities — is  not  this  enough  ?  Suppose  he  should  manufac- 
ture poisonous  miasma,  and  cause  the  cholera  in  our  dwellings; 
sell  knowingly  the  cause  of  disease,  and  increase  more  than  one- 
fiflh,  over  wide  regions  of  country,  the  number  of  adult  deaths, 
would  he  not  be  a  murderer  ?  ''I  know,''  says  the  learned  Judge 
Cranch,  ''that  the  cup  (which  contains  ardent  spirit)  is  poison- 
ed: I  know  that  it  may  cause  death,  that  it  may  cause  more 
than  death,  that  it  may  lead  to  crime,  to  sin,  to  the  tortures  of  ever- 
lasting remorse.  Am  I  not  then  a  murderer?  worse  than  a  mur- 
derer ?  as  much  worse  as  the  soul  is  better  than  the  body  ? — If 
ardent  spirit,  were  nothing  worse  than  a  deadly  poison — if  they 
did  not  excite  and  inflame  all  the  evil  passions — if  they  did  not 
dim  that  heavenly  light,  which  the  Almighty  has  implanted  in 
our  bosoms  to  guide  us  through  the  obscure  passages  of  our  pil- 
grimage— if  they  did  not  quench  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  hearts, 
they  would  be  comparatively  harmless.  It  is  their  moral  eflfect — 
it  is  the  ruin  of  the  soul  which  they  produce,  that  renders  them  so 
dreadful.  The  difference  between  death  by  simple  poison,  and 
death  by  habitual  intoxication,  may  extend  to  the  whole  dyiffer-^ 
ence  between  everlasting  happiness  and  eternal  death.  ** 

And  say  the  New  York  State  Society,  at  the  head  of  which 
is  the  Chancellor  of  the  State,  ''Disguise  that  business  as  they 
will,  it  is  still,  in  its  true  character,  the  business  of  destroying  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  men.  The  vender  and  the  maker  of  spirits, 
in  the  whole  rdin^ie  of  them,  from  the  pettiest  grocer  to  the  most 
extensive  distiller,  are  fairly  chargeable  not  only  with  supplying 
the  appetite  for  spitits,  but  with  creating  that  unnatural  appetite ; 
not  only  with  supplying  the  drunkard  with  the  fuel  of  his  vices, 
but  with  making  the  drankard. 

"  In  reference  to  the  taxes  with  which  the  making  and  vending 
of  spirits  loads  the  community,  how  unfair  towards  others  is  the 
occupation  of  the  maker  and  vender  of  them!  A  town,  for  in- 
stance, contains  one  hundred  drunkards.  The  profit  of  making 
these  drunkards,  is  enjoyed  by  bome  half  a  dozen  persons;  but 
the  burden  of  these  drunkards  rests  upon  the  whole  town.  The 
Executive  Committee  do  not  suggest  that  there  should  be  such  a 
law;  but  they  ask  whether  there  would  be  one  law  in  the  whole 
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statute-book,  more  righteous  than  that  which  should  require  those 
iHio  hare  the  profit  of  making  our  drunkards  to  be  burdened  witli 
the  support  of  them." 

Multitudes,  there  is  reason  to  believe  are  now  wailing,  bejondthe 
reach  of  hope,  who,  had  it  not  been  for  ardent  spirit,  might  have 
been  in  glory;  and  multitudes  more  if  men  continue  to  fur- 
nish it  as  a  drink,  especiallj  sober  men,  will  go  down  to  weep 
and  wail  with  them  to  endless  ages. 

No.  III. 

"But,"  says  one,  ''the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is  a  lawful 
business;  it  is  approbated  by  law,  and  is  therefore  right."  But 
the  keeping  of  gambling-houses  is,  in  some  cases,  approbated 
by  huRian  law.  Is  that  therefore  right  ?  The  keeping  of  broth- 
thels  is,  in  some  cases,  approbated  by  law.  Is  that  therefore 
riffht?  Is  it  human  law  that  is  the  standard  of  morality  and 
rdigion?  May  not  a  man  be  a  notoriously  wicked  man,  and  yet 
not  violate  human  law  ?  The  question  is.  Is  it  right  ?  Does  it  ac- 
cord with  the  divine  law?  Does  it  tend  in  its  effects  to  bring 
glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  to  promote  the  best  good  of 
mankind?  If  not,  the  word  of  God  forbids  it ;  and  if  a  man, 
who  has  the  means  of  understanding  its  nature  and  effects,  con- 
tinues to  follow  it,  he  does  it  at  the  peril  of  his  soul. 

<<  But,"  says  another,  '*  if  I  should  not  sell  it,  I  could  not  sell 
so  many  other  things."  If  you  could  not,  then  you  are  forbid- 
den by  the  word  of  Grod  to  sell  so  many  other  things.  And  if 
you  continue  to  make  money  by  that  which  tends  to  destroy  your 
fellow-men,  you  incur  the  displeasure  of  Jehovah.  "  But  if  I 
should  not  sell  it,  I  must  change  my  business."  Then  you  are 
required  by  the  Lord  to  change  your  business.  A  voice  from 
the  throne  of  his  excellent  glory,  cries.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye  from 
this  evil  way ;  for  why  will  ye  die  ? 

*'  If  I  should  turn  from  it,  I  could  not  support  my  family." 
This  is  not  true  ;  at  least  no  one  has  a  right  to  say  that  it  is 
true,  till  he  has  tried  it  and  done  his  whole  duty,  by  ceasing  to 
do  evil  and  learning  to  do  well,  trusting  in  Grod,  and  found  that 
his  family  is  not  supported.  Jehovah  declares  that  such  as  seek 
the  Lord,  and  are  governed  by  his  will,  shall  not  want  any  good 
thing.  And  till  men  have  made  the  experiment  of  obeying  him 
in  all  things,  and  found  that  they  cannot  support  their  families, 
they  have  no  right  to  say  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  sell  ar- 
dent spirit.  And  if  they  do  say  this,  it  is  a  libel  on  the  divine 
character  and  government.  There  is  no  truth  in  it.  He  who  feeds 
the  sparrow  and  clothes  the  lily,  will,  if  they  do  right,  provide 
for  them  and  their  families;  and  there  is  no  shadow  of  necessity, 
in  order  to  obtain  support,  for  them  to  carry  on  a  business  which 
destroys  their  fellow-men. 

''But  others  will  do  it,  if  I  do  not."  Others  will  send  out 
their  vessels,  steal  the  black  man,  and  sell  him  and  his  children  in-^ 
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to  perpetual  bondage,  if  you  do  not.  Others  will  steal,  rob,  and 
commit  murder,  if  you  do  not;  and  why  may  not  you  do  it,  and 
have  a  portion  of  the  profit,  as  well  as  they?  Because  if  you 
do,  you  will  be  a  thief,  a  robber,  and  a  murderer,  like  thero. 
You  will  here  be  partaker  of  their  guilt,  and  hereafter  of  their 
plagues.  Every  friend  therefore  to  you,  to  your  Maker,  or  the 
eternal  interests  of  men,  will,  if  acquainted  with  this  subject, 
say  to  you,  As  you  value  the  favor  of  God,  and  would  escape  his 
righteous  and  eternal  indignation,  renounce  this  work  of  death; 
for  he  that  soweth  death,  shall  also  reap  death. 

**  But  our  fathers  imported,  manufactured,  and  sold  ardent 
spirit ;  and  were  not  they  good  men  ?  Have  not  they  gone  to 
heaven?"  Men,  who  professed  to  be  good,  once  had  a  multi- 
plicity of  wives;  and  have  not  some  of  them  too  gone  to  heaven? 
Men  who  professed  to  be  good,  once,  were  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade;  and  have  not  some  of  them  gone  to  heaven?  But  can 
men,  who  understand  the  will  of  God,  with  regard  to  these  sub- 
jects, continue  to  do  such  things  now,  and  yet  go  to  heaven? 
The  principle  which  applies  in  this  case,  and  which  makes  the 
difference  between  those  who  did  such  things  once,  and  those 
'  who  continue  to  do  them  now,  is,  that  to  which  Jesus  Christ  re- 
ferred, when  he  said.  If  I  had  not  come  and  spoken  to  them,  they 
had  not  had  sin;  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  sin.  The 
days  of  that  darkness  and  ignorance  which  Grod  may  have  winked 
at,  have  gone  by;  and  he  now  commandeth  all  men,  to  whom  his 
will  is  made  known,  to  repent.  Your  fathers,  when  they  were 
engaged  in  selling  ardent  spirit,  did  not  know  that  all  men,  under 
all  circumstances,  would  be  better  without  it.  They  did  not 
know  that  it  caused  three-quarters  of  the  pauperism  and  crimes 
in  the  land — that  it  deprived  many  of  reason — greatly  increased 
tiie  number  and  severity  of  diseases,  and  brought  down  such 
multitudes  to  an  untimely  grave.  The  facts  had  not  then  been 
collected  and  published.  They  did  not  know  that  it  tended  so  fatally 
to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  and  ruin  for  eternity  the 
souls  of  men.  You  do  know  it,  or  have  the  means  of  knowing 
it.  You  cannot  sin  with  as  little  guilt  as  did  your  fathers.  The 
facts,  which  are  the  voice  of  God  in  his  providence  and  manifest 
his  will,  are  now  before  the  world.  By  them  he  has  come  and 
j^pokcn  to  you.  And  if  you  continue,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  violate  his  will,  you  will  have  no  cloak,  no  covering,  no  ex- 
cuse for  your  sin.  And  though  sentence  against  this  evil  work 
lA  not  executed  at  once,  judgment,  if  you  continue,  will  not  lin- 
jTcr,  nor  will  damnation  slumber. 

The  accessory  and  the  principal  in  the  commission  of  crime, 
are  both  guilty.  Both  by  human  laws  are  condemned.  The 
principle  applies  to  the  law  of  God;  and  not  only  drunkards,  but 
drunkard-makers — ^not  only  murderers^  but  those  who  excite  them 
to  commit  murder,  and  Airnish  them  with  the  known  cause  of 
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their  evil  deeds,  will,  if  they  understand  what  they  do,  ano  con- 
tinue thus  to  rebel  against  God,  be  shut  out  of  heaven. 

Among  the  Jews,  if  a  man  had  a  beast,  that  went  out  and 
killed  a  man,  the  beast,  said  Jehovah,  shall  be  slain,  and  his 
flesh  shall  not  be  eaten.  The  owner  must  lose  the  whole  of  him, 
as  a  testimony  to  the  sacredness  of  human  life ;  and  a  warning 
to  all,  not  to  do  any  thing,  or  connive  at  any  thing,  that  tended 
to  destroy  it.  But  the  owner,  if  he  did  not  know  that  the  beast 
was  dangerous  and  liable  to  kill,  was  not  otherwise  to  be  pun- 
ished. But  if  he  did  know,  if  it  had  been  testified  to  the  owner 
that  the  beast  was  dangerous  and  liable  to  kill,  and  he  did  not 
keep  him  in,  but  let  him  go  out,  and  he  killed  a  man,  then,  by 
the  direction  of  Jehovah,  the  beast  and  the  owner  were  both  to 
be  put  to  death.  The  owner,  under  these  circumstances,  was 
held  responsible,  and  justly  too,  for  the  injury  which  his  beast 
might  do.  Though  men  are  not  required,  or  permitted  now,  to 
execute  this  law,  as  they  were  when  God  was  the  Magistrate, 
yet  the  reason  of  the  law  remains.  It  is  founded  in  justice,  and 
is  eternal.  To  the  pauperism,  crime,  sickness,  insanity,  and 
death,  temporal  and  eternal,  which  ardent  spirit  occasions, 
those  who  knowingly  furnish  the  materials,  those  who  manufac- 
ture, and  those  who  sell  it,  are  all  accessory,  and  as  such  will 
be  held  responsible  at  the  divine  tribunal.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  owners  did  not  know  the  dangerous  and  destructive 
qualities  of  this  article — when  the  facts  had  not  been  developed 
and  published,  nor  the  minds  of  men  turned  to  the  subject;  when 
they  did  not  know  that  it  caused  such  a  vast  portion  of  the  vice 
and  wretchedness  of  the  community,  and  such  wide-spreading 
desolation  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men;  and 
although  it  then  destroyed  thousands,  for  both  worlds,  the  guilt 
of  the  men  who  sold  it,  was  comparatively  small.  But  now 
they  sin  against  light,  pouring  down  upon  them  with  unutterable 
brightness;  and  if  they  know  what  they  do,  and  in  full  view  of 
its  consequences,  continue  that  work  of  death — not  only  let  the 
poison  go  out,  but  furnish  it,  and  send  it  out  to  all  who  are  dis- 
posed to  purchase, — it  had  been  better  for  them,  and  better  for 
many  others,  if  they  had  never  been  born.     For, 

1.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  without  the  use  of  which,  nearly  all 
the  business  of  this  world  was  conducted,  till  within  less  than 
three  hundred  years;  and  which  of  course  is  not.need^u/. 

2.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  which  was  not  generally  used  by 
the  people  of  this  country,  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  after 
the  country  was  settled;  and  which,  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
and  some  in  all  kinds  of  lawful  business,  is  not  used  now.  Once 
they  did  use  it,  and  thought  it  needful,  or  useful.     But  by  ozper- 

ment,  the  best  evidence  in  the  world,  they  have  found  that  they 
were  mistaken ;  and  that  they  are  in  all  respects  better  without 
It.    And  the  cases  are  so  numerous  as  to  make  it  cerfotii,  that 
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should  the  experiment  be  fairly  made,  this  would  be  the  case 
with  all.     Of  course,  It  is  not  useful, 

3.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  is  a  real,  a  subtil,  and  very 
destructive  poison;  a  poison,  which  by  men  in  health  cannot  be 
taken,  without  deranging  healthy  action;  and  inducing  more  or 
less  disease,  both  of  body  and  mind;  which  is, when  taken  in 
any  quantity,  positively  hurtful;  and  which  is,  of  course,  forbid- 
den by  the  word  of  God. 

4.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  which  tends  to  form  an  unnatural 
and  a  very  dangerous  and  destructive  appetite;  which,  by  grati- 
fication, like  the  desire  of  sinning  in  the  man  who  sins,  tends  con- 
tinually to  increase ;  and  which  thus  exposes  all  who  form  it,  to 
come  to  a  pranature  grave, 

5.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  which  causes  a  great  portion  of  all 
the  pauperism  in  our  land;  and  thus  for  the  benefit  of  a  few, 
(those  who  sell)  brings  an  enormous  tax  on  the  whole  communi- 
ty. Is  this  fair  ?  Is  it  just  ?  Is  it  not  exposing  our  children 
and  youth  to  become  drunkards?  And  is  it  not  inflicting  great 
evils  on  society } 

6.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  which  excites  to  a  great  portion  of 
all  the  crimes  that  are  'committed ;  and  which  is  thus  ehown  to  be 
in  its  effects  hostile  to  the  moral  government  of  God,  and  to  the 
.social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of  men;  at  war  with  their 
highest  good,  both  for  this  life  and  the  life  to  come. 

7.  It  is  the  selling  of  that,  the  sale  and  use  of  which,  if  con- 
tinued, will  form  intemperate  appetites,  which  if  formed  will  be 
gratified;  and  thus  will  perpetuate  intemperance,  and  all  its 
abominations,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

8.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  makes  wives  widows,  and  chil- 
dren orphans ;  which  leads  husbands  often  to  murder  their  wives, 
and  wives  to  murder  their  husbands;  parents  to  murder  their 
children,  and  children  to  murder  their  parents;  and  which  pre* 
pares  multitmdes  for  the  prison,  for  the  gallows,  and  for  hell. 

9.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  greatly  increases  the  amount 
and  severity  of  sickness;  which  in  many  cases  destroys  reason; 
which  causes  a  great  portion  of  all  the  sudden  deaths ;  and  brings 
down  multitudes,  who  were  never  intoxicated,  and  never  con- 
demned to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  civil  law,  to  an  untimely 
grave. 

10.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  tends  to  lessen  the  health, 
the  reason,  and  the  usefulness,  to  diminish  the  comfort  and  short- 
en the  lives  of  all  who  habitually  use  it. 

11.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  darkens  the  understanding, 
sears  the  conscience,  pollutes  the  affections,  and  debases  all 
the  powers  of  man. 

12.  It  is  the  selling  of  that  which  weakens  the  power  of  nuH 
tives  to  do  right,  and  increases  the  power  of  motives  to  do  wrong: 
and  is  thus  shown  to  be  in  its  effects  hostile  to  the  moral  govern- 
ment of  God,  as  well  as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of 
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men;  which  excites  men  to  rebel  against  him,  and  to  injure  and 
destroy  one  another.  And  no  man  can  sell  it  without  exerting 
an  influence  which  tends  to  hinder  the  reign  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men,  and  to  lead  them  to 
persevere  in  iniquity,  till,  notwithstanding  all  the  kindness  of  Je- 
hovah, their  case  shall  become  hopeless. 

No.  IV. 
Suppose  a  roan,  when  about  to  commence  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit,  should  write  in  great  capitals  on  his  sign-board,  to  be  seen 
and  read  of  all  men,  what  he  will  do,  viz.  that  so  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  town  or  city,  he  will,  for  the  sake  of  getting  their 
money,  make  paupers,  and  send  them  to  the  alms-house ;  and  thus 
oblige  the  whole  community  to  support  them  and  their  families; 
that  so  many  others  he  will  excite  to  the  commission  of  crimes, 
and  thus  increase  the  expenses,  and  endanger  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  community ;  that  so  many  he  will  send  to  the  jail,  and 
80  many  more  to  the  state  prison,  and  so  many  to  the  gallows  ; 
that  so  many  he  will  visit  with  sore  and  distressing  diseases: 
and,  in  so  many  cases,  diseases  which  would  have  been  compar- 
atively harmless,  he  will  by  his  poison  render  fatal;  that  in  so 
many  cases  he  will  deprive  persons  of  reason,  and  in  so  many 
cases  will  cause  sudden  death ;  that  so  many  wives  he  will  make 
widows,  and  so  many  children  he  will  make  orphans,  and  that  in 
80  many  cases  he  will  cause  the  children  to  grow  up  in  ignorance, 
vice,  and  crime,  and  after  being  nuisances  on  earth,  will  bring 
them  to  a  premature  grave;  that  in  so  many  cases  he  will  pre- 
vent the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  grieve  away  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
ruin  for  eternity  the  souls  of  men.  And  suppose  he  could,  and 
should  give  some  faint  conception  of  :what  it  is  to  lose  the  soul, 
and  of  the  overwhelming  guilt  and  coming  wretchedness  of  him 
who  is  knowingly  instrumental  in  producing  this  ruin;  and  sup- 
pose he  should  put  at  the  bottom  of  the  sign  this  question,  viz. 
What,  you  may  ask,  can  be  my  object  in  acting  so  much  like  a 
devil  incarnate,  and  bringing  such  accumulated  wretchedness 
upon  a  comparatively  happy  people?  and  under  it  should  put 
the  true  answer,  Money;  and  go  on  to  say,  I  have  a  family  to 
support;  I  want  money,  and  must  have  it;  this  is  my  business,  I 
was  brought  up  to  it.  And  if  I  should  not  follow  it,  I  must  change 
my  business,  or  I  could  not  support  my  family.  And  as  all  faces 
begin  to  gather  blackness  at  the  approaching  ruin,  and  all  hearts 
to  boil  with  indignation  at  its  author,  suppose  he  should  add, 
for  their  consolation,  **  If  I  do  not  bring  this  destruction  upon  you. 
somebody  else  will."  Wliat  would  they  think  of  him?  what 
would  all  the  world  think  of  him?  what  ought  they  to  think  of 
him?  And  is  it  any  worse  for  a  man  to  tell  the  people  before- 
hand, honestly,  what  he  will  do,  if  they  buy  and  use  his  poison, 
than  it  is  to  go  on  and  do  it?  And  what  if  they  are  not  aware 
of  the  mischief  which  he  is  doing  them,  and  he  can  acconipUsh 

14 


106  AMERICAN   TEMPERANCE    SOCIETT.  [216 

It,  through  their  own  perverted  and  voluntary  agency?  Is  it  not 
equally  abominable,  if  he  kiunoa  it,  and  does  not  cease  from  pro- 
ducing it? 

And  if  there  are  churches  whose  members  are  doing  such  things, 
and  those  churches  are  not  blessed  with  the  presence  and  favor 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  they  need  not  be  at  any  loss  for  the  reason 
^\nd  if  they  should  never  again,  while  they  continue  in  thb 
state,  be  blessed  with  the  reviving  influence  of  Grod's  Spirit,  thej 
need  not  be  at  any  loss  for  the  reason.  Their  own  members  are 
exerting  a  strong  and  fatal  influence  against  it;  and  that  too, 
after  Divine  Providence  has  shown  them  what  they  are  doing. 
And  in  many  such  cases  there  is  awful  guilt,  with  regard  to  this 
thing,  resting  upon  the  whole  charch.  Though  they  have  known 
for  years  what  these  men  were  doing ;  have  seen  the  misery, 
heard  the  oaths,  witnessed  the  crimes,  and  known  the  wretched- 
ness and  deaths,  which  they  have  occasioned;  and  perhaps  have 
spoken  of  it,  and  deplored  it  among  one  another;  many  of  them 
have  never  spoken  on  this  subject,  to  the  persons  themselves. 
They  have  seen  them  scattering  flrebrands,  arrows,  and  death, 
temporal  and  eternal;  and  yet  have  never  so  much  as  warned 
them  on  the  subject,  and  never  besought  them  to  give  up  their 
work  of  death.  An  individual  lately  conversed  with  one  of  his 
professed  Christian  brethren,  who  was  engaged  in  this  traflic, 
and  told  him  not  only  that  he  was  ruining  for  both  worlds  many 
of  his  fellow-men,  but  that  his  Christian  brethren  viewed  his 
business  as  inconsistent  with  his  profession,  and  tending  to  coun- 
teract all  cflx)rts  for  the  salvation  of  men:  and  the  man,  after 
frankly  acknowledging  that  it  was  wrong,  said  that  this  was  the 
first  time  that  any  one  of  them  had  conversed  with  him  on  the 
subject.  This  may  be  the  case  with  other  churches;  and  while 
it  is,  the  whole  church  is  conniving  at  the  evil,  and  the  whole 
church  is  guilty.  Every  brother  in  such  a  case  is  bound,  on  his 
own  account,  to  converse  with  him  who  is  thus  aiding  the  powers 
of  darkness,  and  opposing  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  try 
to  persuade  him  to  cease  from  this  destructive  business.  And 
the  whole  church  is  bound  to  make  eflbrts,  and  use  all  proper 
means,  to  accomplish  this  result.  And  before  half  the  individual 
members  have  done  their  duty  on  this  subject,  they  may  expect, 
if  the  ofl^ending  brother  has,  and  manifests  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
that  he  will  cease  to  be  an  offence  to  his  brethren,  and  a  stumb- 
ling-block to  the  world,  over  which  such  multitudes  fall  to  the 
pit  of  woe.  And  till  the  church,  the  whole  church,  do  their  duty 
on  this  subject,  they  cannot  be  freed  from  the  guilt  of  conniving 
at  the  evil.  And  no  wonder  if  the  Lord  leaves  them  to  be  as  the 
mountains  of  Gilboa,  on  which  there  was  neither  rain  or  dew. 
And  should  the  church  receive  from  the  world  those  who  make  it 
a  business  to  carry  on  this  notoriously  immoral  traflic,  they  will 
greatly  increase  their  guilt,  and  ripen  for  the  awful  displeasure 
of  their  Grod.     And  unless  members  of  the  church  shall  cease  to 
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teach,  by  their  business,  that  fatal  error  that  it  is  right  for  men 
to  buy  and  use  ardent  spirit  as  drink,  the  evil  will  never  be 
eradicated ;  intemperance  will  never  cease,  and  the  day  of  mil- 
lennial glory  never  come.  And  each  individual  who  names  the 
name  of  Christ,  is  called  upon,  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  act 
on  this  subject  openly  and  decidedly  for  him ;  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  is  adapted  to  banish  intemperance  and  all  its  abominations 
from  the  earth,  and  to  cause  temperance  and  all  its  attendant 
benefits  universally  to  prevail.  And  if  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
and  members  of  Christian  churches  do  not  connive  at  the  sin  of 
furnishing  this  poison  as  a  drink,  for  their  fellow-men;  and  men 
who,  in  opposition  to  truth  and  duty,  continue  to  be  engaged  in 
this  destructive  employment,  arc  viewed  and  treated  as  wicked 
men;  the  work  which  the  Lord  hath  commenced  and  carried 
forward,  with  a  rapidity  and  to  an  extent  hitherto  unexampled  in 
(he  history  of  the  world,  will  continue  to  move  onward,  till  not 
a  name,  nor  a  trace,  nor  a  shadow  of  a  drunkard,  or  a  drunkard- 
maker  shall  be  found  on  the  globe. 

Professed  Christian: — You  have  been  redeemed,  not  with 
silver,  nor  with  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 
When  all  were  dead,  he  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live  should  not 
live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him  that  died  for  them  and  rose 
again.  And  the  distinguishing  mark  of  his  people,  is,  that  no 
one  of  them,  liveth  unto  himself;  and  no  one  dieth  unto  himself 
While  they  live  they  live  unto  the  Lord,  and  when  they  die  they 
die  unto  the  Lord.  And  it  is  on  this  condition  only,  that,  living 
or  dying,  they  can  be  the  Lord*s,  in  such  a  sense  as  to  meet  hi.s 
approbation  or  enter  into  his  joy.  They  must  make  it  the  grand 
object  in  their  whole  influence,  to  honor  him,  and  promote  the 
holiness  and  happiness  of  his  kingdom;  to  glorify  the  Grod  of 
heaven,  and  to  do  good,  and  good  only,  as  they  have  opportunity, 
to  all  men.  And  it  is  only  on  this  condition,  that  they  can  be 
owned  of  him  as  his  followers  and  friends  in  the  great  day ;  for 
he  that  is  not  for  him  is  against  him,  and  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  him,  scattereth  abroad. 

In  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  you  do 
not,  and  you  cannot  honor  God;  but  you  do,  and  so  long  as  you 
continue  it  you  will,  greatly  dishonor  Him.  You  exert  an  influ- 
ence which  tends  directly  and  strongly  to  ruin,  for  both  worlds, 
your  fellow-men.  Should  you  take  a  quantity  of  that  poisonous 
liquid  into  your  closet,  present  it  before  the  Lord;  confess  to 
him  its  nature  and  effects,  spread  out  before  him  what .  it  has 
done  and  what  it  will  do,  and  attempt  to  ask  him  to  .bless  you  in 
extending  its  influence ;  it  would,  unless  your  conscience  is  al- 
ready seared  as  with  a  hot  iron,  appear  to  you  like  blasphemy. 
You  could  no  more  do  it,  than  you  could  take  the  instruikients 
of  gambling,  and  attempt  to  ask  (Sod  to  bless  jou  in  extending 
them  through  the  community.  And  wl|jr  not,  if  it  it  a  lawlw. 
business  ?     Why  not  ask  God  to  increase  it,  make  jov  M      *-  j 
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instrument  in  extending  it  over  the  country,  and  perpetuating  it 
to  all  future  generations.  £ven  the  worldly  and  profane  man, 
when  he  hears  about  professing  Christians  offering  prayer  to  God, 
that  he  would  bless  them  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ardent 
spirit,  involuntarily  shrinks  back,  and  says,  *'  That  is  too  bad." 
He  can  see  that  it  is  an  abomination.  And  if  it  is  too  bad  for  a 
professed  Christian  to  pray  about  it,  is  it  not  too  bad  for  him  to 
practise  it  ?  If  you  continue,  under  all  the  light  which  God  in 
his  providence  has  furnished  with  regard  to  its  hurtful  nature 
and  destructive  effects,  to  furnish  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  for 
your  fellow-men,  you  will  run  the  fearful  hazard  of  losing  your 
soul ;  and  you  will  exert  an  influence  which  powerfully  tends  to 
destroy  the  souls  of  your  fellow-men.  Every  time  you  furnish  it, 
you  are  rendering  it  less  likely  that  they  will  be  illuminated, 
sanctified,  and  saved;  and  more  likely  that  they  will  continue  in 
sin,  and  go  down  to  the  chambers  of  death.  And  could  the 
quantities  of  spirit  which  you  furnish  come  back  and  tell  you 
the  history  of  their  effects,  and  trace  their  consequences  down 
through  future  ages;  could  they  open  before  you  their  results, 
as  you  will  see  them  in  eternity,  you  would  not,  unless  you  are 
given  up  of  God  to  hardness  of  heart  and  blindness  of  mind,  con- 
tinue such  an  employment  for  all  the  wealth  of  creation.  You 
would  see  with  great  clearness  that  you  lessen  exceedingly  the 
prospect  of  your  own  salvation ;  increase  greatly  the  danger  of 
the  destruction  of  your  children;  and  exert  an  influence  which 
tends  stVongly  to  perpetuate  sin  and  death  to  all  future  fi^enera- 
tions.  And  can  you,  while  you  continue  knowingly  to  do  this, 
without  presumption,  hope  for  heaven?  What  if  you  do  not  sell 
to  drunkards,  and  thus  assist  in  killing  them  ?  Do  you  not  assist 
in  making  drunkards  of  sober  men?  And  is  it  a  less  crime  to 
assist  in  destroying  sober  men,  than  in  destroying  drunkards? 
What  if  you  must  change  your  business,  provided  you  do  not 
continue  to  sell  ardent  spirit  ?  So  must  the  makers  of  shrines 
for  the  goddess  Diana  have  changed  their  business,  provided 
her  temple  were  deserted,  and  her  worship  despised.  But  was 
that  any  good  reason  why  they  should  continue  to  be  accessory- 
to  the  perpetuating  of  idol  worship?  Could  professed  Chns- 
tians,  for  the  sake  of  money,  continue  to  do  it,  without  being  par- 
takers in  the  guilt  of  idolatry?  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that 
cavetousneas,  which  leads  a  person  for  the  sake  of  money  to  ruin 
his  fellow-men,  is  idolatry;  and  that  no  idolater  hath  any  inheri- 
tance in  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  **  Neither  thieves,  nor  covetous, 
nor  drunkards,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Long  afler  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat  was  dead,  God  declared 
that  he  would  visit  with  indignation,  and  afflict  with  sore  and  dis- 
tressing judgments,  the  people  that  were  then  living,  for  the  in- 
iquities of  Jeroboam,  and  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to 
sin.  Not  that  he  would  punish  them  for  the  sins  of  Jeroboam; 
^but  for  their  believing  the  doctrines  which  he  taught,  and  foliow* . 
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ing  the  example  which  he  set  them.  He  taught  by  example  that 
it  was  right,  and  would  be  for  their  interest  to  worship  idols;  or 
to  pursue  their  own  way  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  God.  And 
the  effects  of  that  fatal  error  were  felt  hundreds,  and  thousands  of 
vcars  after  he  was  dead ;  and  exerted  an  influence  which  tended 
to  lead  multitudes  from  generation  to  generation  to  the  world  of 
wo.  And  your  example,  if  you  continue  your  present  course, 
will  produce  similar  effects.  You  are  teaching  by  business,  the 
most  efficacious  way  in  the  world,  that  it  is  right  for  men,  if  they 
can  make  money  by  it,  and  the  civil  law  does  not  forbid  it,  to 
furnish  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  for  their  fellow-men;  and  of 
course  that  it  is  right  for  men  to  buy,  and  to  use  it;  a  doctrine 
which  has  tended  to  form  a  great  portion  of  all  the  intemperate 
appetites  and  to  make  a  great  part  of  all  the  drunkards  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  doctrine  which  is  falsey  and  which  is  fatal.  It  is 
marked  in  the  providence  of  God,  as  a  heresy,  more  destructive 
than  almost  any  other;  and  it  is  now,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
destroying  thousands  and  millions  of  souls.  And  can  you,  for 
the  sake  of  money,  continue  to  teach  such  a  doctrine,  and  not  be 
condemned  at  God's  tribunal  ?  Nor  will  the  effects  of  what  you 
have  taught  on  this  subject,  stop  with  you.  They  will  go  down 
to  your  children,  and  children's  children.  Hundreds  of  years  after 
you  are  dead,  men  may  be  going  down  to  death,  and  to  hell,  in 
consequence  of  what  you  are  now  doing.  It  is  treason  against  the 
divine  government,  for  men  to  teach  by  example  that  they  may 
continue  in  a  business  which  is  in  itself  wrong,  for  the  sake  of 
making  money.  And  no  man  can  proclaim  it,  without  raising  a 
current,  that  may  flow  on  after  he  is  dead,  and  bear  all  who  shall 
follow  it  to  the  world  of  wo.  And  the  more  respectable  the 
character  of  the  man  who  shall  teach  this  doctrine,  the  greater  the 
mischief,  and  the  more  tremendous  the  guilt.  Hence  one  church 
member  by  propagating  such  a  doctrine,  may  do  more  mischief  to 
others,  than  many  drunkards.  If  the  drunkard-making  business 
is  to  be  continued,  let  it  be  done  only  by  drunkards.  It  is  a 
business  too  mean,  too  degraded,  too  immoral,  too  guilty,  and 
too  destructive  to  be  carried  on  by  any  sober  man ;  and  especial- 
ly by  any  professed  Christian. 

It  is  always  worse  for  a  church  member  to  do  an  immoral  act, 
and  teach  an  immoral  sentiment,  than  for  an  immoral  man;  be- 
cause it  does  greater  mischief  And  this  is  understood,  and 
often  adverted  to,  by  the  immoral  themselves.  Even  the  drunk- 
ards are  now  stating  it  to  their  fellow  drunkards,  that  church 
members  are  not  better  than  they.  And  to  prove  it,  are  quot- 
ing the  fact,  that  although  they  are  not  drunkards,  and  perhaps 
do  not  get  drunk,  they,  for  the  sake  of  money,  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  making  drunkards.  And  are  not  the  men  and  their  bu^i- 
ness  of  the  same  character.'  "  The  deacon,"  says  a  drunkard, 
."  will  not  use  ardent  spirit  himself:  he  mn  *  It  is  poison! '  Bat 
.for  six  cents  be  will  sell  it  to  me.    And  thou^hfrWillBoCfiiniirii 
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it  to  his  own  children,  for  he  says,  '  It  will  ruin  them, '  yet  he  will 
furnish  to  mine.  And  there  is  my  neighbor  who  was  once  as  so- 
ber as  the  deacon  himself; — ^but  he  had  a  pretty  farm,  which  the 
deacon  wanted;  and,  for  the  sake  of  getting  it,  he  has  made  him 
a  drunkard.  And  his  wife,  as  good  a  woman  as  ever  lived,  has 
died  of  a  broken  heart,  because  her  children  would  follow  their 
father."  No,  you  cannot  convince  even  a  drunkard,  that  the 
man  who  is  selling  him  that  which  he  knows  is  killing  him,  is  any 
better  than  the  drunkard  himself.  Nor  can  you  convince  a  so* 
ber  man,  that  he,  who,  for  the  sake  of  money,  will,  with  his  eyes 
open,  make  drunkards  of  sober  men,  is  any  less  guilty  than  the 
drunkards  he  makes. 

Is  this,  writing  upon  your  employment  '' Holiness  unto  the 
Lord;  "  without  which  no  one  from  the  Bible  can  expect  to  be 
prepared  for  the  holy  joys  of  heaven?  As  ardent  spirit  is  a  poi- 
son, which  when  used  even  moderately,  tends  to  harden  the 
heart,  to  sear  the  conscience,  to  blind  the  understanding,  to  pol- 
lute the  affections,  to  weaken,  and  derange,  and  debase  the 
whole  man,  and  to  lessen  the  prospect  of  his  eternal  life,  it  is  the 
indispensable  duty  of  each  person  to  renounce  it.  And  he  can- 
not refuse  to  do  this,  without  becoming,  if  acquainted  with  this 
subject,  knowingly  accessory  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  ruin  of 
his  fellow-men.  And  what  will  it  profit  you  to  gain  even  the 
whole  world  by  that  which  ruins  the  soul  ?  My  friend,  you  are 
soon  to  die,  and  in  eternity  to  witness  the  influence,  the  whole 
influence  which  you  exert  while  on  earth,  and  you  are  to  witness 
its  consequence,  in  joy  or  sorrow,  to  endless  being.  Imagine 
yourself  now,  where  you  will  soon  be,  on  your  decwi  bed.  And 
imagine  that  you  have  a  full  view  of  the  property  which  you  have 
caused  to  be  wasted ;  or  which  you  have  gained  without  furnish- 
ing any  valuable  equivalent ;  of  the  health  which  you  have  de- 
stroyed, and  the  characters  which  you  have  demoralized;  of  the 
wives  that  you  have  made  widows,  and  the  children  that  you  have 
made  orphans;  of  all  the  lives  that  you  have  shortened,  and  all 
the  souls  that  you  have  destroyed.  O!  imagine  that  these  are 
the  only  ''  rod  and  staff*"  which  you  have  to  comfort  you,  as  you 
go  down  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death;  and  that  they  will  all 
meet  you  in  full  array  at  the  judgment,  and  testify  against  you. 
What  will  it  profit  you,  though  you  have  gained  more  money 
than  you  otherwise  would;  when  you  have  lefl  it  all  far  behind 
'  in  that  world  which  is  destined  to  fire,  and  the  day  of  perdition 
of'ungodly  men  ?  What  will  it  profit,  when  you  are  enveloped  in 
the  influence  which  you  have  exerted ;  and  are  experiencing  its 
consequences  to  endles  ages;  finding  forever  that  as  a  man  sow- 
eth  so  must  he  reap;  and  that  if  he  has  sowed  death,  he  must 
reap  deatkl  Do  not  any  longer  assist  in  destroying  men ;  nor 
expose  yourselves  and  your  children  to  be  destroyed.  Do  good, 
and  good  only,  to  all  as  you  have  opportunity,  and  good  shall 
come  unto  yau. 
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(P.  43.) 

lethJune,  1830. 

Measures  are  in  progress  to  supply  each  family  in  this  town 
with  the  Circular  of  the  A.  T.  S.  and  Ware's  Address  before  the 
T.  S.  of  Cambridge.  Some  other  towns  in  this  county  are  dis- 
tributing the  Circular;  and  it  is  probable  it  will   soon  go  into 

every  house  in  the  county.     I  feel  under  obligations  to 

for  their  generous  offer,  and  feel  heartily  willing  to  pay 

them  in  their  own  coin, — and  will  pay  more  than  my  share  of  the 
expense  of  supporting  an  agent  who  is  qualified  for  the  impor- 
tant duty — lo  be  employed  in  the  metropolis  of  the  U.  S.  in  go- 
ing from  merchant  to  merchant  who  may  deal  in  ardent  spirits 
in  any  way ;  either  as  commission  merchants,  importers,  distil- 
lers, or  grocers.  These  arc  the  men,  who  are  commanders  of 
the  groat  army  of  retailers,  not  only  in  the  great  city,  but  through 
the  country;  and  not  only  commanders,  but  they  fill  the  depots 
from  which  this  desolating  army  are  furnished  with  anununition. 
If  this  class  of  human  beings,  who  are  styled  geiUlemen,  could  by 
any  means  he  persuaded  to  wash  their  hands  from  dealing  in  this 
**  mother  of  miseries,"  the  retailers  would  be  like  the  armies  of 
the  Philistines,  when  Goliah  fell  by  David. — But  so  long  as  the 
little  retailers  can  have  such  champions  as  the  most  opulent  mer- 
chants in  Boston  and  New- York,  persuading  them  to  purchase 
the  article,  and  daily  advertising  all  sorts  and  all  quantities 
in  the  business  papers,  they  will  stand  out  in  battle  array  against 
the  efforts  of  Temperance  Societies.  I  fervently  believe,  that 
the  temperance  reformation  cannot  progress  farther  in  this 
region,  until  these  men  are  made  to  see  and  feel  the  evil 
of  their  deeds.  To  my  certain  knowledge,  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  oldest  society  in  this  state,  within  one  year  were 
large  dealers  in  the  poison,  in  Boston.  With  one  hand  they 
would  hand  out  tracts  on  the  evils  of  intemperance,  or  money  to 
pay  temperance  agents,  and  with  the  other,  hand  out  (perhaps 
to  the  same  persons)  bills  of  rum  sufficient  to  make  a  hundred 
drunkards  !  I  pray  Him  who  is  able  to  make  men  feel,  that  the 
time  may  soon  come  when  men  who  move  in  the  highest  circles, 
and  where  example  rules  the' world,  many  of  whom  profess  to  be 
His  followers,  may  see  the  gross  inconsistency  of  their  conduct, 
and  renounce  every  species  of  the  rum  trade.  The  country 
dealers  who  yet  make  drunkards  would  be  looked  down,  were 
they  not  sanctioned  in  their  evil  deeds  by  men  of  the  highest 
standing  in  Boston  and  New-York. 

You  know  Gen.  Washington  pointed  out  the  evils  of  short  en- 
listments, and  urged  the  enlistments  of  *'  durin(f  war  men."  The 
temperance  cause  has  suffered  much  from  shcirt  enlistments.  I 
hope  you  will  urge  the  necessity  to  all  who  enlist  in  our  grott 
and  good  cause,  of  engaging  during  war.    {fimm  ^Miy>) 
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I.  (P.  44.) 

The  Pastoral  Association,  and  the  General  Associations  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut  and 
Maine,  embracing  more  than  five  hundred  £vangoIical  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  at  their  last  meeting,  passed  the  following  Resolu- 
tions, viz. 

1.  Resolved,  that  in  the  judgment  of  this  Association,  the  traf- 
fic in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  is  an  immorality,  and  ought  to  be 
viewed  and  treated  as  such  throughout  the  world. 

2.  Resolved,  that  this  immorality  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  a 
profession  of  the  Christian  religion;  and  that  those  who  have  the 
means  of  understanding  its  nature  and  effects,  and  yet  continue 
to  be  engaged  in  it,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  members  of 
Ciiristian  churches. 

3.  Resolved,  that  in  our  view  those  members  of  Christian 
churches  who  continue  to  be  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit  as  a  drink,  are  violating  the  principles  and  requirements  of 
the  Christian  religion. 

''Among  the  means  which  the  Lord  has  graciously  owned 
and  blessed  during  this  year  of  jubilee,  many  of  your  rejiorts 
specially  commemorate  the  influence  of  Temperance  Societies. 
It  is  now  a  well-established  fact,  that  the  common  use  of  strong 
drink,  however  moderate,  has  been  a  fatal,  soul-destroying  bar- 
rier against  the  influence  of  the  gospel.  Consequently,  whorc- 
ever  total  abstinence  is  practised,  a  powerful  instrument  of  re- 
sisting the  Holy  Spirit  is  removed,  aud  a  new  avenue  of  access 
to  the  hearts  of  men,  opened  to  the  power  of  truth.  Thus,  in 
numerous  instances,  and  in  various  places,  during  the  past  year, 
the  temperance  reformation  has  been  a  harbinger,  preparing  the 
way  of  the  Lord;  and  the  banishment  of  that  liquid  poison,  which 
kills  both  soul  and  body,  has  made  way  for  the  immediate  en- 
trance of  the  Spirit  and  the  word,  the  glorious  train  of  the  Re- 
deemer. 

The  cause  of  temperance  continues  to  extend  and  multiply  its 
triumplis,  notwithstanding  the  machinations  of  Satan,  and  the  mad- 
ness of  the  multitudes,  who  are  striving  to  demolish  the  only  bar- 
rier which  can  secure  them  from  destruction.  The  testimony  of 
our  churches,  as  to  the  signal  success,  which  has  crowned  the 
efforts  of  the  friends  of  this  cause,  the  astonishing  effect  which 
has  thus  been  produced  upon  public  sentiment,  and  upon  the 
habits  and  customs  of  the  higher  classes,  and  especially  as  to  the 
unquestionable  connection  between  total  abstinence  from  ardent 
*  spirits,  and  the  success  of  the  gospel,  is  of  the  most  decided  and 
gratifying  character.  The  formation  of  a  Temperance  Associa- 
tion in  each  congregation,  has  taken  place  extensively,  with  the 
happiest  results.  While,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  things,  the 
friends  of  temperance  are  called  upon  to  thank  God  and  take 
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courage;  let  them  remember  that  much,  very  much,  remains  to 
be  done.  Let  them  not  remit  their  'vigilance  and  activity ;  for 
their  foes  never  slumber.  All  the  powers  and  resources  of  the 
kingdom  of  darkness  are  vigorously  employed  in  opposition. 
Much  indeed  has  been  done,  in  staying  this  plagne,  among  the 
more  iatelliffent  and  elevated  orders  of  society ;  but  all  the  en- 
ergies of  Christian  benevolence  are  demanded,  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent which  is  spreading  misery,  and  guilt,  and  ruin,  through  the 
dwellings  of  labor  and  poverty.  A  great  work  is  still  to  be 
effected  in  the  church.  The  sons  of  Levi  must  be  purified.  The 
accursed  thing  must  be  removed  from  the  camp  of  the  Lord. 
While  professing  Christians  continue  to  exhibit  the  baleful  ex- 
ample, of  tasting  the  drunkard^s  poison;  or,  by  a  sacrilegious 
traffic,  to  make  it  their  employment  to  degrade  and  destroy  their 
fellow-men;  those  who  love  the  Lord  must  not  keep  silence, 
but  must  lift  their  warning  voice,  and  use  all  lawful  efforts,  to 
remove  this  withering  reproach  from  the  house  of  Grod.  Let  all 
our  congregations  become  efficient  Temperance  Associations ; 
let  all  our  ministers  and  elders  be  united,  consistent  and  perse- 
vering in  this  cause,  and  we  may  derive  from  experience  a  full 
persuasion,  that  the  ravages  of  the  direful  foe  will  be  arrested; 
that  the  rising  race  will  be  rescued  from  his  deadly  grasp,  and 
thus  a  most  formidable  obstacle,  to  the  success  of  the  Grospel, 
will  at  last  be  removed." 

(Blinntaf  of  the  Gmienl  AaMmbly  of  the  Pmbjrtoriaii  Cbvreh 
in  the  United  States,  1882.) 


J.  (P.  48.) 


A  correspondent  in  a  Western  State  has  sent  us  the  following 
statement.     Its  truth  may  be  relied  on. 

An  owner  of  one  of  the  principal  taverns  in  ■,  has  been 
heard  to  declare,  that  since  his  knowledge,  there  had  been  be- 
tween three  hundred  and  five  hundred  bar-keepers  in  that  tavern, 
and  out  of  the  whole  of  them  he  knew  but  eight  or  ten,  who  have 
not  ultimately  become  intemperate,  two  of  whom  are  yet  in  that 
tavern.  What  an  awful  warning  this  ought  to  be  to  those  pa- 
rents who  put  their  sons  to  tavern-keeping  !  What  an  enormous 
manufactory  of  drunkards  this  tavern  has  been  !  And  yet  one 
of  the  owners  of  it,  who  has  kept  it  for  the  last  ten  or  twenty 
years,  and  who  knows  this  appalling  fact,  still  keeps  it,  and  makes 
frofe$9ian  of  religion  !     (A*,  x.  EvangeHiL) 
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K.  (P.  63.) 

Temperance  Reform  in  China. — The  Chinese  authoritieB  at 
Canton  have  caused  proclamations  to  be  pasted  on  the  waUs, 
forbidding  the  sale  of  wine  or  spirits  to  foreign  seamen.  This 
measure  was  much  needed,  as  European  and  American  seamen, 
in  their  fits  of  intoxication,  have  often  disturbed  the  public  peace. 
and  sometimes  so  seriously  as  to  cause  the  suspension  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  between  China  and  the  European  Nations. 
In  the  present  act  we  see  the  legislation  of  an  Asiatic  despot, 
directed  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  good ;  we  see  a  heathen 
government  defending  its  subjects  from  the  immoralities  of  those 
who  claim  to  be  Christians;  we  see  a  salutary  guardianship  of 
the  morals  of  professed  Christians  and  republicans,  by  a  heathen 
monarch ;  and  we  see  all  this  on  the  very  site  of  a  Christian  mis- 
sionary station,  designed  to  instruct  these  same  heathen,  in  the 
pure  precepts  of  our  religion.  Such  a  sight  should  make  Amer- 
icans blush,  and  send  Christians  to  their  closets,  weeping.  (Jawr. 
Hwnaniiy.) 

Ii.  (P.  63.) 

lmp<yiiant  Decision  in  Chancery.  The  Albany  Argus  contains 
the  following  extracts  from  the  decision  of  Chancellor  Walworth, 
in  the  case  of  Jacob  Hiller,  an  idiot : — 

''I  have  recently  learned  that  many  suits  at  law  have  been 
brought  against  idiots,  lunatics,  and  drunkards,  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees  by  this  court ;  and  sometimes  for  debts  con- 
tracted by  them  against  the  wishes  of  their  committee,  after  their 
appointment.  No  debt  contracted  by  the  idiot,  lunatic,  or  drunk- 
ard, under  such  circumstances,  can  be  paid  out  of  the  estate; 
and  if  paid  by  the  committee  without  the  sanction  of  this  court, 
although  after  a  recovery  at  law,  he  will  not  be  allowed  for  it  in 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  In  the  case  of  an  habitual  drunk- 
ard particularly,  if  the  committee  find  that  any  person  is  furnish- 
ing him  with  the  means  of  intoxication,  even  gratuitously,  he 
should  apply  to  the  court  for  an  order,  restraining  all  persons 
from  furnishing  the  drunkard  with  ardent  spirits,  or  with  the 
means  of  obtaining  liquor,  upon  pain  of  contempt." 

His  Honor  also  directed  the  following  clause  to  be  added  to 
all  orders,  hereafter  to  be  entered,  appointing  committees  of  hab- 
itual drunkards  : — 

''  And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  all  persons  be  restrained  iVom 
selling  to,  or  furnishing  said  habitual  drunkard,  or  any  person  for 
him,  with  ardent  spirits,  or  with  the  mej^ns  of  obtaining  the 
same,  without  the  express  sanction  of  this  said  committee,  under 
pain  of  a  contempt  of  this  court.  And  said  committee  is  hereby 
directed  to  serve  a  copy,  or  a  notice  of  this  order,  on  such  of 
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the  rdtailera  of  ardent  spirits  and  others  in  the  neighborkood  of 
said  individual  drunkard,  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  the  end 
that  thej  maj  not  hereafter  plead  ignorance  thereof." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  Athens,  Georgia,  have  im- 
posed a  tax  of  1^500  on  every  person  who  shall  retail  spirituous 
liquors.     (Charleston  Courier,) 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Washington,  have  declared 
the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  passed  the  fol- 
lowing order  with  regard  to  it: — 

The  Board  being  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  is  highly  prejudicial  to  health,  and  the  corporate 
authorities  having  decided  that  this  body  possess  full  power  to 
prohibit  and  remove  all  nuisances,  and  the  late  Attorney  Gener- 
al, Mr.  Wirt,  having  officially  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
Board  of  Health  have,  under  the  charter  and  the  acts  of  the  city 
councils,  sufficient  authority  to  do  any,  and  every  thing  which  the 
health  of  the  city  may  require ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  vending  of  ardent  spirit,  in  what- 
ever quantity,  is  considered  a  nuisance — and,  as  such,  is  hereby 
directed  to  be  discontinued  for  the  space  of  90  days  from  this  date. 
By  order  ofthe  Board  of  Health.         James  XiARNard,  Sec'y. 

As  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  a  nuisance,  not 
only  while  the  cholera  is  raging,  but  at  all  times,  because  it  is 
not  only  needless,  but  hurt  ful ;  as  it  tends  to  produce  numerous  fatal 
diseases,  and  occasions  an  immense  waste  of  human  life,  and 
also  causes  the  ruin  of  many  souls,  it  is,  of  course,  a  manifest 
violation  ofthe  will  of  God,  for  legislatures,  magistrates  or  any 
body  of  men,  to  grant  a  license  to  any  person  or  persons  to  en- 
gage in  it.  It  is  granting  a  license  lor  the  commission  of  sin; 
and  as  such  will  be  viewed  and  treated  by  Jehovah,  and  ultimate- 
ly by  all  his  friends.  And  even  if  it  should  a  little  longer  con- 
tinue in  some  places  to  be  approbated  by  human  law,  no  man, 
under  the  cover  of  such  a  license,  or  any  other,  can  continue  to 
be  engaged  in  it,  without  exposing  himself,  in  proportion  as  the  ef- 
fects of  his  business  are  understood,  to  the  abhorrence  of  a  vir- 
tuous community,  and  the  indignation  ofthe  Almighty. 

In  a  number  of  counties  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  members 
ofthe  bar  have  formed  themselves  into  Temperance  Societies, 
on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit.  They 
have  addresses  delivered  on  the  subject  during  the  sitting  of  the 
courts,  and  are  accomplishing  great  good  to  the  community. 
The  committee  would  earnestly  recommend  that  a  similar  course 
be  pursued  throughout  the  country;  and  request  that  all  who 
are  disposed  to  promote  their  own  good  or  the  good  of  their  fel- 
low-men, would  do  the  following  things^  viz. 
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1.  Ahrtain  fiom  the  me  of  ardent  spirit;  from  the  fiuniehing 
and  from  the  manufacture  of  it,  and  also  fixmi  the  traffic  in  it. 

2.  That  they  would  not  in  any  way  aid  and  ahet  in  perpet- 
uatingthia  destructive  employment. 

3.  That  they  would  unite  with  Temperance  Societies;  and 
perseveringly  endeavor,  by  all  suitable  means,  to  lead  all  others 
to  do  the  same. 

4.  That  they  would  make  it  a  subject  of  united  and  unceasing 
prayer  to  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  this  good  work,  that  he 
would  guide  all  who  are,  or  may  be  engaged  in  it,  by  wisdom 
from  above;  that  their  efforts  may  spring  from  love  to  the  Saviour 
and  love  to  men,  and  be  continued  till  intemperance  has  ceased, 
that  all  future  generations  may  experience  the  benefit,  and  tht 
glory  be  given  to  God  forever. 
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Ctreular  of  the  Jtmeriean  Tgmperamee  fitoeicfy. 

Ai  nmiiHaneoiis  meetings  of  Temperance  Societies  and  friends  of  Temperance 
on  the  26th  of  Febroary,  1833,  were  in  a  high  degree  nsefal ;  and  as  the  Dele- 
gates, four  hundred  in  number,  and  from  twenty-one  ditferent  States,  who  met  in 
the  United  States  Temperance  Convention,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
resolved  unanimously. 

That  it  is  expedient  that  simultaneous  meetings  of  Temperance  Societies,  and 
friends  of  temperance  in  this,  and  other  countries,  be  holden  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  February,  1834.  The  Elzecutive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, at  their  meeting  in  Boston,  August  2d,  1833,  unanimously  resolved, 

I.  That  we  view  it  as  highly  important,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Convention,  that  simultaneous  meetings  of  Temperance  Societies  and  friends 
of  Temperance,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  holden  univereally,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  February,  1834,  in  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  throughout  oiir  country, 
and  throu^out  the  world. 

II.  That  friends  of  temperance  of  every  description  and  of  all  countries,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  make 
seasonable  and  thorough  preparation  for  simultaneous  meetings  in  their  varioos 
places,  on  the  above-mentioned  day. 

in.  That  trtey  be  requested,  previously  to  that  time,  to  obtain  answers  to  the 
following  questions,  and  communicate  them  at  the  simultaneous  meetings,  vis: 

1.  What  is  the  population? 

2.  How  many  belong  to  the  Temperance  Society? 

3.  How  many  were  added  the  last  year? 

4.  How  many  have  renounced  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit? 

5.  How  many  still  continue  in  the  traffic  ? 

6.  What  number  of  them  are  professors  of  the  Christian  religion? 

7.  What  quantity  is  now  used,  and  at  what  expense? 

8.  How  many  who  were  drunkards,  now  use  no  intoxicating  drink? 

9.  How  many  paupers;  what  is  the  eipense  of  supporting  them,  and  what  pro- 
portion of  it  has  been  occasioned,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  strong  drink? 

10.  How  many  criminals  were  prosecuted  the  past  year;  at  what  expense,  and 
bow  many  of  them  for  two  years  had  not  used  any  ardent  spirit? 

IV.  That  the  friends  of  temperance  in  each  place,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  re- 
quested, immediately  after  the  simultaneous  meetings,  to  transmit  the  above-meo- 
Cioned  information  to  the  Secretary  of  the  County  Society;  and  the  Secretary  of 
each  County  Society  is  requested  to  embody  it  in  a  table,  and  transmit  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Society;  and  the  Secretary  of  each  State  Society  is  request- 
ed to  embody  the  whole  under  appropriate  heads,  according  to  the  annexed  Sched- 
ule,* and  transmit  it  with  their  Annual  Report  to  the  National  Society,  that  the 
information  may  be  circulated  universally  throughout  the  community. 

V.  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommended,  that  a 
similar  course  be  pursued  annually,  till  the  manufacture,  the  sale,  and  the  use  of 
ardent  spirit,  that  ruinous  and  destructive  poison,  as  a  drink,  shall  have  universally 
and  entirely  ceased. 

VI.  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Legislators,  in  each  State  in  which  it  has 
not  abready  been  done,  on,  or  before  the  last  Tuesday  in  February,  eras  soon  after 
as  the  Legislature  may  be  in  session,  to  form  Legislative  Temperance  Societies, 
on  the  plan  of  the  American  Congressional  Temperance  Society,  formed  m  the 
Senate  Chamber  at  Washington,  on  the  26th  Febroary,  of  1833.  (See  Sixth  Re- 
port of  the  American  Temperance  Society — Appendix,  D.) 

VII.  That  the  friends  of  temperance  in  every  place,  in  which  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  most  affectionately  invited,  on,  or  before  that 
day,  to  form  themselves  into  Temperance  Societies,  on  the  plan  of  entire  absti- 
nence from  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  drinking  of  ardent  spirit;  and  in  all  suitable 
ways,  to  discountenance  the  use  of  it  throughout  the  community. 

SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  Pres.  Am.  Temperance  Society. 
JOHNTAPPAN, 
GEORGE  ODIORNE, 

HEMAN  LINCOLN,       >  ExeeuHoe  Committee. 
JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 
ENOCH  HALE, 
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Id**  All  communications,  relative  to  the  general  concerns  of  the  American 
Temperance  Society,  may  be  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  Conoywid- 
ii^  Secretary,  Andover,  Mass. 

ICJ^  Donations  and  the  pa3rment  of  iubscriptions,  and  all  comnumieatioiis  with 
regard  to  money,  may  be  sent  to  Hon.  George  Odiorite,  TVeoiiirer  rf"  the 
Society,  97  MUk  Street,  BosToir. 


CONSTITUTION  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 


Preamiile.  Whereas  the  improper  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  has  been 
found  bjr  experience  to  be  the  source  of  evils  of  incalculable  magnitude, 
both  as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  individuals,  families  and 
communities ;  and  whereas  the  prevalence  of  this  vice  has  such  a  fatal  ef 
Jzzcy  in  hindering  the  success  of  all  the  common  means  which  God  has 
If  pointed  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  men ;  and  whereas 
fhe  various  measures  which  the  niends  of  Christian  morality  have  adopted, 
though  not  altogether  unsuccessful,  have  been  found  quite  insufficient  to  give 
as/  effectual  and  permanent  check  to  this  desolating  evil ;  and  whereas 
Bome  more  vigorous  means  are  evidently  required, — some  system  of  in- 
struction and  action,  which  will  make  a  steady  and  powerful  impression  on 
the  present  and  following  generations,  and  will,  in  this  way,  ultimately  ef- 
fect a  change  of  public  sentiment  and  practice  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  that  wide-spreading  intemoer- 
ance,  which  has  already  cau«.-d  such  desolations  in  every  part  of  ot:ir 
country,  and  which  threatens  <ldP«truction  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
growing  and  mighty  Republic ;— therefore  the  friends  of  domestic  and 
■ocial  happiness  now  present,  wishing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men,  resolve  to  form  a  Society,  with  the  follow 
ing  Constitution,  namely : — 

Article  I.    The  Society  shall  be  called  The  American  Temperance 

9oCIETT. 

Art.  II.  The  Society  shdl,  from  time  to  time,  elect  additional  mem- 
bers, as  they  shall  judge  expeilient ;  always  keeping  in  mind  that  elections 
are  so  to  be  made,  as  shall  best  accord  with  the  desi^  of  rendering  this  a 
national  institution,  and  giving  it  the  most  extensive  influence  possible. 

Art.  III.  Any  person  who  pays  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  five 
dollars  annually,  or  who  has  paid  or  shall  pay  thirty  doUars,  at  one  time, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society ;  provided  the  donor  shall  also  subscribe 
to  the  following : — ^"I  pledge  myself  to  an  entire  abstinence  from  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  except  when  prescribed  by  a  temperate  physician,  in  case 
of  sickness." 

Art.  IV.    Any  person  who  has  paid,  or  who  shall  pay,  not  less  than 
thirty  doUars  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  become  an  honorary  mem- 
ber thereof;  and  every  person  who  has  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay,  not 
leas  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  ]Presi 
dent  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  shall  appoint,  and  shall  choose  by  ballot  a  President,  Vice  President, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretaiy,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  an 
Executive  Committee  of  five  members,  and  such  ciOmt  ctlfaflil^Jigtj^gji^jf^ 
their  opinion  be  necessary. 
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Art.  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  have  a  general  super- 
intendence of  all  tlie  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  measures  to 
be  pursued  for  promoting  its  object 

Art.  VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  of 
the  Vice  President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  to  call 
special  meetings,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Conunittee. 

Art.  VIII.  It  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  cany 
into  effect  all  votes  and  orders  of  the  Society,  and  to  take  proper  measures 
for  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  accomplishing  its  benevolent  designs ; 
to  appoint  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  moA 
conducive  to  the  great  object  of  the  Society;  to  draw  orders  on  the 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all  moneys,  wliich  shall  be  expended  in  tuis 
work  of  love ;  to  inspect  annually  the  state  of  the  treasury ;  and,  in  gen- 
eral, to  perform  all  other  duties,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitutioii, 
which  tlicy  shall  deem  necessary  for  promoting  habits  of  temperance  to 
the  greatest  extent  Of  their  proceedings  tliey  shall  make  an  annual  re 
port  to  tlie  Society. 

AhT.  IX.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  devote 
himself  with  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  business  of  the  Society.  And  is 
execution  of  his  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  make  appropriate  communications,  by  pamphlets, 
correspondence,  and  personal  interviews,  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to 
physicians,  and  others,  and  to  consult  and  co-operate  with  tliem  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  those  under  tlieir  influence  against  the  evils  of  intem- 
perance ;  to  take  pains,  in  all  proper  methods,  to  make  a  seasonable  and 
salutary  impression,  in  relation  to  tliis  subject,  on  those  who  are  favored 
with  a  public  and  refined  education,  and  are  destined  in  various  ways  to 
have  a  leading  influence  in  society  ;  to  make  it  a  serious  object  to  intro- 
duce into  the  publications  of  the  day,  essays  and  addresses  on  the  subject 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  induce  teachers,  and  those  concerned  in  the 
support  of  schools,  to  .abor  diligently  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  young 
with  the  alarming  and  dreadful  evils  to  which  all  are  exposed  who  indulge 
themselves  in  the  use  of  strong  drink ;  to  make  affectionate  and  eameet 
addresses  to  Christian  churches,  to  parents  and  guardians,  to  children,  ap- 
prentices, and  servants,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  persons,  and  to  set 
clearly  before  them  the  effect  of  spirituous  liquors  on  health,  on  reputation, 
and  on  all  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men,  and  to  urge  them, 
by  the  most  weighty  arguments,  drawn  from  the  present  and  the  future 
world,  to  keep  themselves  at  a  distance  from  this  insidious  and  destnictive 
Toe ;  to  do  whatever  is  practicable  and  expedient  towards  the  forming  of 
voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  ends  of  this  S(>- 
ciety ;  and,  in  general,  to  labor,  by  all  suitable  means,  and  in  reUance 
upon  the  divine  blessing,  to  fix  the  eyes  of  persons  of  both  sexes,  and 
of  all  ages  and  conditions,  on  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  this  Soci- 
ety aims  to  prevent,  and  on  the  immeasurable  good  wliich  it  aims  to  secure ; 
and  to  proQuce  such  a  change  of  public  sentiment,  and  such  a  renova- 
tion of  the  habits  of  individuals,  and  ^he  customs  of  the  community,  that,  in 
the  end,  UmperancCy  with  all  its  aUty%dant  blessings,  may  universally  ftrtvaSL 

And  it  is  always  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  the  Secretary  and  by 
the  Blxccutive  Committee,  and  to  be  adopted  as  a  principle  to  regulate 
their  measures,  that,  while  they  are  to  make  use  perseveringly  of  all  fit 
and  promising  mean )  for  the  reformation  of  those  who  have  already,  in 
different  degrees,  contracted  habits  of  intemperance, — the  utility  of  the 
institution  must  ekidly  consist  in  guarding  against  danger  those  who  ar« 
vet  uneontaminated  by  this  loath^mc  and  fatal  vice. 
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The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society,  washolden  at  the  house  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
New- York,  May  7,  1833.  The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  Hub- 
bard, being  absent,  John  Tafpan,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Henry  Dwight, 
Esq.,  appointed  Secretary  pro  iem.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society.  The 
Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  were  then  read  and  ac- 
•  cepted ;  and  the  following  officers  were  chosen,  viz. 

Hon.  SAMUEI.  HUBBARD,  President. 

S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  Esq.  Vice  President, 

Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  Corresponding  Secretary, 

ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  Recording  Secretary. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  Treasurer. 

HENRY  HILL,  Egq,  Auditor, 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Eiq. 

Hon.  GEORGE 

Hon.  HEMAN  LINCOLN,      >  Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  JUSTIN 

ENOCH  HALE, 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Chatham  Street  Chapel 
at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Society  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  on  the  motion 
of  S.  V.  S.  Wilder,  Esq.,  John  Tappan,  Esq.  was  again  called  to 
the  chair.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Spencer  H.  Cone,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Oliver  Street, 
New-York. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  were  then  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Edward  C.  Delevan,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
cutive  Committee  of  the  New- York  State  Temperance  Society, 

JReaohed,  That  the  Report,  extracts  from  which  have  heen  read,  be  accepted 
and  printed,  imder  the  direction  of  the  Execative  Comniittee. 

On  motion  of  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.  of  Peterboro',  New- York, 
Mesolvedy  That  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirit  ore  a  violation  of  the 

great  principles  of  political  economy,  and  impose  an  enormous  bnxden  on  the  in- 

diaby  and  wealth  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Wilber  Fisk,  D  D.,  President  of  the 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Mtsolvtdy  That  all  who  continue  the  traffic  in  ardent  ipviCt  itaDd  in  aa  n 
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aod  criminal  relation  to  all  the  evils  of  intemperance;  and  mnit,  on  the  princi- 
ples of  moral  accountability,  be  held  reaponsible  for  thoae  eyik. 

The  two  last  resolutions  were  accompanied,  by  the  gentlemen 
who  offered  them,  with  addresses  of  great  power  and  effect,*  af- 
ter which  the  meeting  was  adjourned,  nne  die, 

*  Appendix  A. 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Boston  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance, 
appointed  a  Committee,  to  obtain  from  the  Physicians  of  Boston  a  united  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  Ardent  Spirit. 

The  following  paper  was  drawn  np,  by  one  of  the  Faculty,  and  presented  to  erery 
regular  Physician  who  could  be  found  in  the  city.  It  was  signed  by  Beventy-fivt^ 
being  all  but  about  five  of  the  regular  practitioners  of  medicine  then  residtiig  ia 
Boston,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  The  Subscribers,  Physicians  of  Boston,  having  been  requested  by  the  Directon 
of  the  Boston  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance,  to  express  their  opinioii 
in  regard  to  the  effects  of  ardent  spirits,  hereby  declare  it  to  be  their  opinion  thst 
men  in  health  are  hbvkr  benefited  by  the  use  of  ardent  sptrita, — that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  use  of  them  is  a  frequent  cause  otdisecue  and  death,  and  often 
renders  such  diseases  as  arise  from  other  causes  more  difficult  of  core,  and  mwe 
fatal  in  their  termination.** 
Boston,  February,  1882. 


William  Spooner, 
Jarooi  JackaoD, 
William  logalls, 
John  C.  Warren, 
Beqjamin  Shurtlefl*, 
John  Dixwell, 
John  Randall, 
J.  B.  Brown, 
Walter  Channing, 
Jacob  Bifelow, 
George  Hayward, 
&  D.  Townaend, 
George  Parlunan, 
Abner  Phelpa, 
Samuel  Adams, 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr 
T.  I.  Parker, 
8.  A.  Bhurtleir, 
John  W^are, 
John  Homani, 
Woodbridge  Strong, 
John  JefiHes, 
Amos  Farnaworth, 
Alexander  Thomaa, 
William  Grigg, 


Charles  Choate, 
Charles  Wallier, 
Henry  Dyer, 
John  C.  Howard, 
Daniel  T.  Coit, 
Benjamin  T.  Prescott, 
Isaac  Porter, 
Martin  Gay, 
James  Wood, 
Thomaa  Gray,  Jr. 
Daniel  Harwood, 
Augiistus  A.  Gould, 
Z.  B.  Adams, 
D.  Osgood, 
Williams  Bradford, 
J.  F.  Flagg, 
Edward  Reynolds,  Jr. 
Thomas  W.  Parsons, 
J.  G.  Stevenson, 
John  D.  Fivher, 
Winslow  Lewis,  Jr. 
George  B.  Doane, 
Chandler  Bobbins,  Jr. 
Samuel  Morrill, 
Charles  T.  Hildreth, 


Jerome  V.  C.  Snytli, 

D.  Homphreya  Storer, 
Joshua  B.  Flint, 
Jonas  H.  Lane, 
Joseph  W.  McKeaa, 
Frederick  A.  Sumner,  Jr. 

E.  J.  Davenport, 
N.  C.  Keep, 
Calvin  Ellis, 
Marahall  8.  Feny, 
Abm.  A.  Watson, 
Thomas  H.  ThompaoD, 
J.  Wilson, 

George  Bartlett, 
Edward  Warren, 
Benjamin  F.  Wing, 
A.  Seaton, 
Samuel  H.  Smith, 
L.  B.  Gale, 
Albert  WUliama, 
W.  G.  Hanafbrd, 
Paul  Simpson,  Jr. 
John  BUas  StebbiBa, 
Ezra  Palmert  Jr. 
J.  B.  8.  Jackson. 


As  ardent  spirit  is  never  useful  to  men  in  health,  and  is  a  frequent  canae  of  dis- 
ease and  death,  as  well  as  of  many  other  evils,  is  it  not  manifestly  wicked  for  them 
to  drink  it,  to  sell  it,  or  make  laws  which  license  the  sale  of  it  as  a  drink  for 
others?  and  if  they  continue  to  do  it,  will  they  not  at  the  divine  tribunal,  and 
ought  they  not  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  to  be  held  responsible  for  in 
Let  the  community  examine,  and  judge. 
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In  the  last  two  Reports  of  this  Society,  the  ibllowjog  truths  were 
established,  viz.  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  needful,  or  usefuL 
It  is  a  poison,  which  injures  the  body  and  the  soul.  It  deranges 
healthy  action,  and  disturbs  the  functions  of  life.  It  blinds  the  un- 
derstanding, sears  the  conscience,  pollutes  the  affections,  and  hard- 
ens the  heart.  It  leads  men  into  temptation,  and  gives  to  evil 
peculiar  power  over  their  minds.  It  impairs,  and  often  destroys 
reason.  It  tends  to  bring  those  who  use  it  to  a  premature  grave  ; 
and  to  usher  all  who  understand,  or  have  the  means  of  under- 
standing its  nature  and  effects,  and  yet  continue  to  drink  it,  or  to 
furnish  it  to  be  drunk  by  others,  into  a  miserable  eternity. 

In  view  of  these  truths  the  following  conclusions  were  drawn, 
viz.  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  or  to  furnish  it  to  be  drunk  by  others,  is 
a  sin,  in  magnitude  equal  to  all  the  evils,  temporal  and  eternal,  which 
flow  from  it ;  and  the  men,  who  continue  to  do  either  will  at  the 
divine  tribunal,  and  ought  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion  to  be  held 
responsible  for  its  effects.  To  the  pauperism,  vice,  sickness,  in- 
sanity, wretchedness  and  death,  which  are  occasioned,  they  are 
accessory ;  and  as  such  will  be  treated  when  every  man  shall  re- 
ceive according  to  his  work. 

The  above  truths  were  not  only  proved,  but,  by  a  variety  of 
considerations,  were  illustrated  and  enforced.  Principles  and  facts 
were  adduced,  which,  in  view  of  the  Committee,  are  adapted, 
wherever  knowTi  and  regarded,  to  produce  entire  and  universal 
conviction.  And  the  Committee  would  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  divine  kindness,  in  giving  to  those  Reports  such  general  favour, 
and  in  causing  them  to  produce  such  extensive  and  salutary  effects. 
It  was  mentioned  the  last  year,  that  the  Fourth  Report  had  been 
republished  entire  in  England,  that  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  had 
been  printed  in  this  country ;  and  also  an  edition  in  an  abridged 
form  of  ten  thousand  copies  more.  Since  that  time,  five  thouwnd 
copies  of  tlie  entire  Report  have  been  printed ;  and  of  an  ahttlfQtf 
of  it  addressed  to  the  head  of  each  family  in  the  United  Sliln. 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  copies*  A  second  edSdoii  of 
it  has  also  been  published  in  England. 
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Of  the  Fifth  Report,  there  have  been  published,  entire,  fourteen 
thousand  copies ;  and  of  that  part  of  it  on  the  immorality  of  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  forty  thousand  copies,  making  in  all  of  the 
entire  Reports  and  parts  of  them  published  in  this  country,  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  copies.  This  Report  has  also  been 
republished  in  England  under  the  supervision  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Temperance  Society,  and  has  had  an  extensive  circula- 
tion. 

Copies  of  the  Fifth  Report,  as  well  as  the  Fourth,  have  been 
sent  to  most  civilized  countries,  and  to  many  parts  of  the  Pagan 
world.  And  wherever  it  has  gone,  it  has  drawn  forth  from  intelli- 
gent and  philanthropic  men,  strong  testimony  of  approbation,  and 
has  produced  most  beneficial  effects. 

A  distinguished  Civilian  in  one  of  our  seaports,  who  has  been 
active  in  its  circulation,  writes,  "  A  more  weighty  document  was 
never  presented  to  the  public  ;  and  the  best  way  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Temperance,  is,  to  get  the  Reports  of  the  American 
Temperance  Society  into  circulation."  He  tlien  mentions,  that  ot 
the  numerous  vessels,  engaged  in  an  extensive  trade  with  the  Port 
in  which  he  lives,  three  fourths  are  navigated  without  the  use  of 
spirit,  and  that  three  years  ago  rum  was  deemed  as  essential  in 
navigating  those  vessels,  as  a  compass  or  light  in  tlie  binnacle. 
Another  gentlemen,  who  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  our  public  institu- 
tions, writes,  "The  Fifth  Report  is  a  noble  production,  and  fully 
sustains  the  hi^h  character  of  the  Fourth.  It  ought  to  find  a 
place  in  every  family  in  tlie  United  States."  An  eminent  Lawyer, 
remarks,  "  If  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Reports  were  put  into  every 
family,  the  very  best  effects  must  follow.  The  truth,  as  it  is  ex- 
hibited in  these  Reports,  is  mighty  ;  and,  if  it  were  only  carried 
home  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States,  I  am  sure  it  must  prevail."  Another  says,  "  No 
man  of  principle,  who  will  candidly  examine  the  Fifth  Report,  can 
continue  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  with  a  good  conscience." 
Another  remarks,  "  It  exceeds  in  interest,  weight,  and  power, 
either  of  the  preceding  Reports.  If  any  professor  of  religion  can 
read  it,  and  continue  the  traffic  in  spirit,  his  hope,  we  fear,  is  as  a 
spider's  web."  A  venerable  officer  of  a  Christian  Church,  having, 
like  some  other  officers,  deatons,  elders,  and  even  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  long  been  deluded  by  a  very  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirit, 
into  the  dangerous  and  fatal  error  of  believing  that  it  is  not  wicked 
to  drink  it,  withstood  all  attempts  to  induce  him  to  abstain  from  it, 
or  unite  with  the  Temperance  Society.  He  professed  to  be  a 
friend  of  temperance,  as  every  decent  man  of  course  must  do,  or 
lose  his  character,  but  then  a  little  stimulus  was  for  him,  he  con- 
tended, under  his  peculiar  circumstances,  necessary ;  or  at  least 
was  not  sinful.     He  was  furnished  by  a  friend  with  our  Fifth  Re- 
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port ;  and  after  reading  it,  he  writes,  "  I  have  read  this  very  inter- 
esting  pamphlet  through.  I  need  no  further  importunity.  I  am  now 
fully  determined  to  renounce  the  use  of  this  destructive  beverage, 
from  this  day,  to  the  day  of  my  death.  Yes,  I  do  renounce  it,j(naay, 
totaUv,  Pray  add  my  name  to  your  society."  And  the  Committee 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  friends  of  temperance,  whether 
they  can  in  any  way  do  more  for  the  cause  ol  temperance  and 
salvation,  than  by  kirnishing  our  Fifth  Report  to  every  praying, 
and  rum  selling  or  rum  drinking  christian,  deacon,  elder,  and 
preacher  in  the  United  States.  Should  it  have  the  effect,  which 
It  had  on  that  roan,  which  it  has  had  on  thousands,  and  which  it 
will  be  likely  to  have  upon  every  man,  who,  froro  the  heart,  prays 
"  Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,** 
it  will  remove  one  of  the  greatest  obstructions  to  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, and  render  the  efforts  of  those  men  to  do  good  much  more 
successful. 

The  British  Temperance  Magazine  and  Review  says,  **  The 
Fifth  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  is  a  most  in- 
teresting document.  We  are  glad  to  inform  our  readers  that  it  is 
now  reprinting  in  London.     A  second  edition  of  the  Fourth  Re- 

Kort  is  also  published.     It  argues  well  for  the  Temperance  cause 
ere,  that  these  interesting  productions  are  so  much  in  demand  in 
England." 

An  eminent  writer  in  Europe  says  of  the  Fifth  Report, ''  It  em- 
bodies an  array  of  facts  and  arguments,  and  the  testimony  of  wise 
and  good  men,  on  the  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  far 
surpassing  in  amplitude  and  strength,  what  is  contained  in  anv  pub- 
lication on  this  subject  in  existence.  It  will  be  circulated  far  and 
wide ;  and  will  undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  inducing  hundreds, 
and  perhaps  thousands,  to  abandon  the  immoral  traffic,  from  prin- 
ciple, and  thereby  save  them  from  temporal,  and  eternal  ruin." 
And  the  Committee  cannot  but  rejoice  tlmt  such  publications,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  have  to  an  unprecedented  extent,  been  multiplied 
and  circulated  through  this,  and  other  countries ;  and  that  the  de- 
mand for  them,  is  constantly,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  shows 
that  the  cause  of  Temperance  is  taking  a  deeper  and  firmer  hold 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  knowledge 
and  virtue  are  extended,  will  be  their  efforts  to  promote  it ;  till 
intemperance,  and  its  evils  shall  entirely  cease.  Many  towns  and 
some  counties,  have  undertaken  to  put  one  of  our  Reports  into 
every  family.  This  might  be  done  throughout  the  United  States. 
As  the  three  first  Reports  were  out  of  print,  and  were  often 
caUed  for,  the  Fourth  Report  contains  the  history  of  the  Temper- 
ance Reformation  from  its  commencement,  and  also  a  recapitular 
tion  of  the  prominent  (acts  contained  in  the  previous  Reports.  That 
Report,  and  also  the  Fifth,  are  constructed,  not  on  the  plan  of  be- 


4  AMERICAN    TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY.  [230 

iog  merely  annual  or  temporar)'  Reports,  detailing  only  local 
operations ;  but  on  the  plan  of  being  general  and  permanent  docu- 
ments ;  developing  great  principles,  and  embodying  facts  of  perma- 
nent interest,  and  of  tiigh  importance  in  all  ages,  and  to  all  coun- 
tries. It  was  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  fundamental  positioD. 
which  the  cause  of  Temperance  holds,  and  its  radical  influence  on 
the  salvation  of  the  human  family,  that  this  course  was  taken ;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  awakening  universal  attention,  and  leading  to 
universal,  permanent,  and  ever  growing  effort ;  whfch  is  the  only 
effort  that  is  adapted  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  or  will  secure 
its  infinitely  high,  and  momentous  results  The  Fifth  Report  is  a 
continuation  of  the  Fourth,  and  is  paged  accordingly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  bound  together.  Both  are  stereotyped,  can  be  fur- 
nished in  any  quantity,  and  arc  adapted  to  universal  circulation. 
The  present  is  a  continuation  of  those  two  Reports,  is  constructed 
and  paged  on  the  same  plan,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  In  no 
way,  it  is  believed,  can  parents,  at  the  same  expense,  do  greater 
good  to  their  children,  or  the  friends  of  Temperance  more  exten- 
sively and  permanently  promote  the  cause,  than  by  putting  a  cop)' 
of  these  Reports  into  every  family.  If  read  and  regarded,  they 
would  change  the  habits  of  the  nation ;  dry  up  many  of  the  deepest 
fountains  of  human  sorrow,  secure  our  youth  from  one  of  tlieir 
greatest  dangers ;  and  save  immense  multitudes  from  an  untimely 
grave.  The  property,  which  would  be  saved,  would,  in  one  gene- 
ration, amount  to  more  than  the  present  value  of  all  the  real  estate 
in  the  country;  the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture  would 
be  greatly  augmented,  and  would  be  vastly  more  successful ;  and 
a  prospect  be  opened  brighter  than  any  human  eye  ever  saw,  that 
free,  social,  civil  and  religious  institutions  may  be  extended  over 
all  nations  and  perpetuated  to  all  ages. 

The  Committee  have  also  the  past  year  appointed  two  additional 
Agents,  Mr.  Charles  Yale  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  Rev. 
John  Marsh  of  Connecticut.  They  have  both  accepted  their  ap- 
pointment, and  entered  upon  its  duties.  Mr.  Yale  was  appointed 
as  a  temporary  agent  for  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  He  started 
from  New  York  about  the  first  of  February,  to  go  by  land  to  New 
Orleans.  He  is  expected  then  to  visit  St.  Ijouis,  and  return  by  way 
of  Cincinnati,  to  New  York.  His  object  is,  to  procure  the  forma- 
tion of  a  State  Temperance  Society,  in  each  State,  in  which  there 
now  is  none,  to  open  the  way  and  make  arrangements  for  the 
universal,  and  permanent  circulation  of  information,  to  embody  the 
friends  of  Temperance,  and  as  far  as  practicable  induce  each  State 
to  employ  a  permanent  agent,  and  in  the  various  ways  in  his  power 
promote  the  general  cause. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  is  appointed  as  a  General  Agent ;  and 
commenced  his  labours  on  the  first  of  April,  in  Connecticut.     After 
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laboring  for  a  time  in  that  State,  he  will  visit  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and,  in  connection  with  other  agents,  assist  the  Committee, 
and  the  friends  of  the  cause,  in  extending  by  kind  moral  influence, 
the  principles  of  Temperance,  throughout  the  United  States. 

Numerous  Temperance  Publications  of  various  forms  and  sizes, 
edited  with  ability,  have  been  issued  and  circulated  extensively  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  And  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  tem- 
perance publications  may  be  multiplied,  and  supported ;  till  they 
are  established  in  every  State ;  and  read  and  regarded  by  every 
family  and  every  individual  in  tlie  country.  No  course  could  be 
adopted,  which  would  be  more  auspicious  to  the  nation ;  and  none 
open  a  prospect  of  greater  blessings  to  mankind.  Many  of  the 
State  Societies,  and  several  of  the  County  Societies  have  also,  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  employed  agents,  and  with  the  most  gratifying 
success.  The  number  of  members  of  Temperance  Societies  have, 
in  many  cases,  been  doubled,  and  in  some  increased  more  than 
four  fold.  Living  agents,  and  the  press,  operating  on  the  whole 
mass  of  minds,  aided  by  visible  united  example,  are  the  divinely 
appointed  instruments,  for  the  illumination  and  renovation  of  the 
world.  And  never  has  there  been  a  specimen  of  more  triumphant 
progress,  or  an  exemplification  of  the  power  of  combined  moral 
efibrt,  which  as  a  precedent,  in  its  application  to  the  human  family, 
may  be  more  important,  than  that  exhibited  by  the  Temperance 
Reformation.  It  is  even  now  often  quoted  throughout  Christen- 
dom, as  a  standing  demonstration,  that  what  needs  to  be  done  in 
our  world,  and  what  ought  to  be  done,  through  grace,  can  be  done ; 
and  all  that  is  needful,  is,  wise,  united,  energetic,  persevering  be- 
nevolent action,  in  dependence  on  Gk)d,  to  secure  under  Him, 
glorious  and  everlasting  success.  It  has  awakened  new  confidence 
in  millions  of  hearts,  and  nerved  with  new  vigor  millions  of  hands. 
For  the  extermination  of  deep  and  wide  spreading  evils,  it  has 
drawn  forth  from  millions,  with  a  firmer  purpose  and  more  unfal- 
tering tongue,  the  declaration,  "  I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord  God,  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteousness,  even  of  thine 

The  weapons  of  their  warfare  being  not  carnal,  and  operating, 
not  by  force,  or  coertion,  but  by  light  and  love,  on  the  conscience 
and  the  heart,  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
strong  holds.     Trusting  in  him,  they  mount  up  on  wings  as  eagles, 
they  run  and  are  not  weary,  they  walk  and  are  not  faint.     By 
effort  they  renew  their  strength,  and  they  move  on  with  increasing 
energy  from  conquering  to  conquer.     And  if  faitliful,  their  efforts 
will  not  cease,  or  be  diminished,  or  be  unsuccessful,  till  the  last 
vestige  of  open  iniquity  shall  have  vanished  from  the  globe. 
In  September  the  Committee  issued  the  following  Curcular : 
"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  oi  the  American 
1  • 
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Temperance  Society,  holden  in  Boston,  Sept.  21,  1832,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved, 

1 .  That  it  is  highly  desirable  that  meetings  of  Temperance  So- 
cieties and  friends  of  temperance  be  holden  simultaneously  on  some 
day  that  may  be  designated,  in  all  the  cities,  towns  and  villages 
throughout  the  United  States. 

2.  That  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  Februar}^  1833,  be  designated 
for  dial  purpose. 

3.  That  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  accomplish  the 
abovementioned  object. 

The  reasons  which  lead  the  Committee  to  invite  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  their  fellow  citizens  in  carrying  the  abovementioned  {dan 
into  effect,  are  die  following,  viz  : 

1 .  It  is  strictly  a  national  object ;  and  one  in  which  persons  of 
all  denominations,  sects  and  parties  can  cordially  unite,  viz :  the 
removal  of  intemperance  from  our  country. 

2.  The  means  to  be  employed  are  in  all  respects  unexceptiona- 
ble ;  and  are  adapted  to  meet  the  cordial  approbation  of  all  friends 
of  humanity,  viz  :  light  and  love,  manifested  in  sound  argument  and 
kind  persuasion,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  all  voluntarily  to  ab- 
stain from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  fit>m  furnishing 
it  for  the  use  of  others. 

3.  The  success  which  has  auended  past  efibrts  has  already  been 
the  means  of  rich  blessings  to  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  is  spoken 
of  with  admiration  throughout  the  world. 

4.  Philanthropists  of  the  old  world  are  now,  on  this  subject, 
treading  in  our  footsteps,  and  while  they  acknowledge  their  obliga- 
tions for  the  benefits,  are  extensively  copjring  our  example. 

5.  Wherever  the  plan  recommended  by  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society,  viz :  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drink,  and  voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose  of  showing  by 
united  example  its  benefits,  has  been  adopted,  in  Europe,  Asia,  or 
Africa,  as  well  as  in  America,  it  has  been  highly  efficacious,  and 
followed  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  to  the  social,  civil,  and 
religious  interests  of  man. 

6.  A  union  as  to  the  time  of  holding  temperance  meetings,  in  all 
the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  our  country,  would  greatly  increase 
the  interest  which  is  felt  on  the  subject,  would  call  forth  the  efforts 
of  the  highest  and  best  talents  in  the  land,  and  would  greatly  in- 
crease and  extend  the  light,  union,  and  efficiency  on  which,  under 
the  divine  blessing,  the  complete  and  universal  success  of  the  object 
depends. 

7.  Facts  seem  to  indicate  that  should  temperance  and  its  attend- 
ant virtues  and  blessings  universally  pevail,  the  cholera,  that  scourge 
of  the  nations,  which  has  spread  sackcloth  round  the  globe  and 
threatens  to  cover  our  land  with  mourning,  would  be  nearly  if  not 
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altogether  unknown ;  the  deep  fountain  of  human  sorrow  be  dried 
up,  and  ever  growing  light,  purity,  and  joy,  under  the  means  of 
divine  appointment,  with  all  who  obey  the  divine  wiD,  would  uni- 
versally prevail. 

The  Committee  therefore  earnestly  invite  the  co-operation  of  all 
State,  and  other  Temperance  Societies,  and  friends  of  temperance 
of  every  name,  in  securing  temperance  meetings  in  every  city, 
town,  and  village  in  our  country,  on  the  abovementioned  day ;  and 
for  this  puipose  they  would  respectfully  request, 

1.  That  in  all  places  in  which  there  are  no  Temperance  Soci- 
eties, immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  Circular,  there  should  be 
a  Committee  of  Arrangements  appointed  to  give  public  notice,  select 
a  speaker,  or  speakers,  and  take  all  needful  measures  for  such  a 
meeting. 

2.  That  in  all  places  where  there  are  Temperance  Societies, 
the  officers  of  such  societies,  would  do  the  same. 

3.  That  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  denominations,  would 
read  this  Circular  from  their  pulpit,  and  use  their  influence  to  effect 
the  design. 

4.  That  all  editors  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  would  give 
publicity  to  this  Circular  through  the  medium  of  their  columns. 

5.  That  a  Temperance  Society  on  that  day  be  formed  in  every 
place  in  which  there  is  none ;  and  that  efforts  be  made,  previously 
to  that  day,  and  at  that  time,  to  have  the  present  number  of  all 
Temperance  Societies,  if  possible,  more  than  doubled.  For  this 
end,  and  as  a  means  to  accomplish  it,  the  Committee  would  invite 
the  attention  of  all  their  fellow  citizens  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  Re- 
ports of  the  Society,  to  the  National  Circular  designed  for  everj' 
family  in  the  United  States,  and  to  the  tract  which  is  published  by 
the  Society,  "  On  the  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit," 
and  request  that  they  may  have  a  universal  circulation.  The  avails 
of  said  publications,  will  be  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
of  temperance  throughout  our  country. 

Samuel  Hubbard,  President. 
John  Tappan, 
George  Odiorne, 
Heman  Lincoln,    ySx.  Committee* 
Justin  Edwards, 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr. 

This  document  was  extensively  circulated,  and  was  hailed  with 
joy  by  the  friends  of  Temperance  throughout  the  country.  It  was 
also  forwarded  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society, 
and  measures  were  promptly  taken  by  them  to  secure  meetings  at 
the  same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  throughout  Great  Britain. 
Wherever  tlie  Circular  went  it  met  a  prompt  and  lively  response 
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from  the  hearts  of  the  temperate,  and  multitudes  looked  forward 
to  the  26th  day  of  February,  1833,  as  a  day  which  would  be 
marked  as  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  Temperance  Reformatioo. 
The  prospect  of  beholding  friends  of  humanity,  without  distinction 
of  name,  party,  sect  or  country,  assembling  at  the  same  time,  for 
the  same  high  purpose  of  uniting  their  energies  for  the  moral  eman- 
cipation of  the  world,  was  indeed  a  noble,  a  sublime  spectacle;  so 
novel,  and  at  the  same  time  so  grand  and  imposing,  as  to  awaken 
in  many  a  bosom  new  anticipations  and  raise  from  many  a  heart 
more  fervent  aspirations  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  that  he  would 
grant  to  the  enterprise  his  gracious  benediction ;  and  hasten  the 
time,  when  men  of  mercy  and  of  might,  tiiroughout  the  world, 
shall  simultaneously  assemble,  and  with  united  hearts,  before  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal,  in  his  strength,  unite  their  hands,  and  all 
their  powers  of  body  and  mind,  in  one  grand  and  eveip^wing 
effort  for  the  salvation  from  sin  and  death,  of  the  whole  human 
family. 

On  the  5th  day  of  November,  the  Secretary  of  War  issued 
from  the  War  Office  the  following  order : 

«  OFFICIAL. 

HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Adjutant  GeneraPs  Office^  > 
fVashtngtofij  Nov.  5th,  1832.  J 
The  General-in-chief  has  received  from  the  War  Department 
the  subjoined  Regulation,  which  is  published  for  the  information 
and  government  of  the  Army,  and  all  others  interested : 

War  Department,  Nov.  2d,  1832. 

1.  Hereafter  no  ardent  spirits  will  be  issued  to  troops  of  the  U. 
States,  as  a  component  part  of  the  ration,  nor  shaU  any  commuta- 
tion therefor  be  paid  to  them. 

2.  No  ardent  spirits  will  be  introduced  into  any  fort,  camp,  or 
garrison  of  the  United  States,  nor  sold  by  any  sutler  to  the  troops. 
Nor  will  any  permit  be  granted  for  the  purchase  of  ardent  spirits. 

Under  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  by  the  8th  section  of 
the  act  of  congress  of  April  14th,  1818,  the  following  changes  will 
be  made  in  the  ration  issued  to  the  Army : 

^.  As  a  substitute  for  the  ardent  spirits  issued  previously  to  the 
adoption  of  tlie  general  regulation  ot  November  30th,  1830,  and 
for  the  commutation  in  money  prescribed  thereby,  eight  pounds  of 
sugar  and  four  pounds  of  coffee  will  be  allowed  to  every  one  hun- 
dred rations.  And  at  those  posts  where  the  troops  may  prefer  it, 
ten  pounds  of  rice  may  be  issued  to  every  one  hundred  rations,  in 
lieu  of  the  eight  quarts  of  beans  allowed  by  the  existing  regulations. 

4.  These  regulations  will  not  extend  to  the  cases  provided  fi>r 
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by  the  act  of  congress  of  March  2d,  1819,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  Army  when  employed  on  fatigue  duty,"  in 
which  no  discretionary  autliority  is  vested  in  tlie  president,  nor 
to  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Hospital  Department  of  the  army. 

Lewis  Cass. 
R.  Jones,  Adj,  Gen^ 

This  change  had  for  some  time  been  anticipated,  and  by  none, 
perhaps,  more  earnestly  desired  than  by  many  of  the  officers  of 
the  army.  And  few  Orders  have  ever  issuecl  from  the  war  de- 
partment more  grateful  to  the  people,  or  which  have  more  generally 
met  their  approbation.  The  author  of  it  will  long  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance,  and  will  be  noted  in  the  future  page  of  his- 
tory as  a  benefactor  of  his  country.  The  result  is  highly  auspi- 
cious. It  saves  an  immense  amount  of  property,  and  adds  greatly 
to  tlie  health,  the  regularity,  the  happiness,  and  the  strength  of  the 
army.  Au  officer  of  high  rank  and  long  experience,  on  hearing 
tliat  another  officer,  who  had  been  intemperate,  was  dead,  said, 
''  It  would  be  better  for  the  army  and  for  the  country  if  such  men 
were  all  dead.  They  are  only  a  burden  and  a  disgrace."  Young 
officers,  and  those  who  are  lookuig  forward  to  promotion,  either 
in  military,  or  civil  life,  would  do  well  to  remember  this.  Such 
sentiments  are  becoming  common,  and  with  regard  to  all  depart- 
ments. One  of  our  most  distinguished  jurists,  and  successful  ad- 
vocates at  the  bar  remarked,  that,  as  witnesses  in  courts  of  justice, 
men  who  drink  ardent  spirit,  do  not  now,  and  that  they  never  will 
again,  have  equal  influence  with  men  who  do  not  drink.  It  is 
considered  an  impeachment  of  their  character ;  and  lessens  the 
credibility,  and  weight  of  their  testimony.  It  is  impossible  to  make 
either  the  court  or  die  jury  repose  the  same  confidence  in  them  as 
in  other  men.  It  is  now  understood,  that  even  moderate  drinking 
weakens  the  intellect,  blunts  the  power  of  discriminating  perception, 
and  if  it  does  not,  as  is  often  the  case,  make  a  man  dishonest,  it 
renders  him  more  liable  to  be  deceived  and  to  make  mistakes. 
It  is  not  possible  for  a  man  to  be,  in  any  degree,  under  the  power 
of  this  mocker  witliout  being  peculiarly  exposed  to  deception. 
*^  No  man,  (says  an  eminent  physician,)  who  has  taken  only  a  single 
glass,  has  all  his  faculties  in  as  perfect  a  state,  as  the  man  who 
takes  none.  And  there  is  no  perfectly  temperate  physician,  under 
the  influence  merely  of  a  glass  of  wine,  who  has  so  steady  a  hand, 
or  can,  with  as  much  prospect  of  safety  and  success,  |)erform  a 
hazardous  and  difficult  surgical  operation,  as  the  man  who  uses  no 
intoxicating  drinks."  And  the  community  are  becoming  every  day- 
more  and  more  suspicious  of  men  who  drink,  though  only  in  mod- 
erate quantities ;  and  whatever  they  may  be  in  other  respects,  are 
reposing  less  and  less  confidence  in  them.    And  every  new  devel- 
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operaent  of  facts  shows  that  they  have  most  cogent  reasons  for 
this.  The  time  has  gone  by  and  will  never  return,  when  discern- 
ing men  wil],  other  things  heing  equal,  repose  as  much  confidence 
in  men  who  drink  ardent  spirit,  as  in  men  who  do  not.  And  the 
more  responsible  the  station,  the  greater  reluctance  they  will  feel, 
at  placing  in  it  even  the  most  moderate  drinker.  Such  men  are 
dallying  with  the  enemy ;  admitting  him  to  their  bosoms  and  thus 
jeopardizing  all  the  great  interests  with  which  they  are  intrusted. 
The  records  of  stages,  steam-boats  and  rail  cars,  as  well  as 
courts  of  Justice  and  Halls  of  Legislation,  and  the  numerous  de- 
falcations of  incuml)ents  of  public  offices,  all  bear  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  these  remarks. 

In  a  communication  made  to  our  Secretary  by  one  of  the  largest 
Mail  Contractors  in  the  United  States,  he  says,  "  We  seldom  have 
an  accident  worthy  of  notice,  that  we  cannot  trace  to  a  glass  of 
spirits^  taken  perhaps  to  oblige  a  friend  or  a  passenger  who  has 
urged  the  driver  '  to  take  a  little  ; '  thus  putting  his  own  life  aod 
the  lives  of  his  companions  in  danger ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss 
of  character  and  property  to  us." 

"  We  were  going,"  said  a  gentleman,  "  from  Baltimore  to  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  stage.  The  day  was  cold,  and  the  traveling  ex- 
ceedingly rough.  But  we  had  a  careful  driver  and  fine  horses, 
and  we  got  on  very  well,  till  the  driver  stopped  at  a  tavern  and 
took  something  to  drink.  Almost  immediately  after  we  started, 
the  horses  became  fractious."  What  was  the  matter  ?  The  driver 
did  not  hold  the  reins  as  he  held  them  before.  The  poison  which 
for  a  pittance  the  tavern  keeper  gave  him,  and  he  drank,  began  to 
afiect  his  brain,  and  his  arms ;  it  ran  along  in  its  influence  through 
the  reins  to  the  horses ;  and  the  generous  animals  which  had  la- 
boured so  hard  and  well  for  the  public  good,  reined  and  goaded 
by  a  poisoned  driver,  became  vexed  even  to  madness.  Descend- 
ing a  hill  the  stage  was  overturned ;  and  the  passengers,  with 
broken  bones  and  in  imminent  danger  of  death,  experienced  what 
hundreds  of  others  have,  that  the  vexation  and  the  mischief  of  hav- 
ing poisoned  drivers,  and  poisoning  tavern  keepers  are  not  confined 
to  horses.  They  affect  most  seriously  the  passengers,  in  all  pub- 
lic conveyances ;  and  not  only  an  immense  amount  of  property, 
but  hundreds  of  lives  are  sacrificed  to  an  abominable  custom.  And 
it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  distant  when  no  poisoned  man  will 
be  thought  to  be  fit  to  take  the  direction  of  a,  stage  a  rail  car,  or 
a  steam  boat ;  and  when  it  will  be  thought  to  be  much  less  proper 
to  entrust  such  an  one  with  the  momentous  and  complicated  con- 
cerns of  the  State  and  the  Nation. 

A  distinguished  officer  of  the  United  States  Government  in- 
formed our  Secretary,  that  the  celebrated  Author  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  American  Independence  after  long,  and  painful  experieooe 
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in  the  discbarge  of  his  arduous  duties,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation,  said  with  great  emphasis,  ^^  The  habit  of  using  ardent  spirit^ 
by  men  in  public  office,  has  occasioned  more  injury  to  the  public 
service,  and  more  trouble  to  me,  than  any  other  circumstance 
which  has  occurred  in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  country,  during 
my  administration.  And  were  I  to  commence  my  administration 
again,  with  the  knowledge  which  from  experience  I  have  acquired, 
the  first  question  which  I  would  ask,  with  regard  to  every  candi- 
date for  public  office,  should  be,*  Is  he  addicted  to  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirit  ?  " 

This  question  now,  by  those  in  power  who  regard  the  piibUc 
good,  often  is  asked,  and  it  will  be  asked  with  greater  frequency 
in  time  to  come.  Men  will  not  trust  their  money,  their  children 
and  their  lives  with  poisoned  men ;  or  make  tliem  the  guardians, 
in  any  department,  of  their  rights.  Experience  and  observation 
will  affect  all  sober  men,  as  they  did  that  keen  observer  of  men  and 
things,  who  would  make  it  the  first  question,  "  Is  he  addicted  to  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit  ? "  If  he  is,  and  men  trust  him  with  great 
public  interests,  and  meet  with  troublcy  they  will  meet  what  might, 
and  ought  to  have  been  their  expected  reward.  Can  a  man  take 
fire  in  his  bosom  and  his  clothes  not  be  burnt  ?  or  can  he  put  it 
into  the  bosoms  of  others,  and  not  burn  them,  and  endanger  the 
interests  entrusted  to  them  ?  Many  have  been  made  drunkards,  by 
men  in  public  office,  and  many  more  have  had  intemperate  appe- 
tites formed  or  strengthened,  and  thus  have  been  ruined,  by  the 
government  itself. 

It  is  no  less  a  matter  of  congratulation,  that  the  government  has 
at  last  ceased  longer  to  be  accessory  to  such  evils  in  the  array, 
than  it  is  matter  ot  grief  and  shame  that  they  should  have  con- 
tinued so  long.  Millions  of  property  have  been  lost,  and  thousands 
of  brave  men  been  helped  by  the  country  which  they  served,  and 
not  unfrequently  put  by  its  authority,  into  a  dishonourable  grave. 

The  means  of  forming  an  unnatural  and  vicious  appetite  have 
been  furnished  by  the  governmetit ;  an  appetite  stronger  than  death, 
and  more  relentless  than  the  grave ;  and  then,  for  crimes  to  which 
it  led,  the  miserable  victim,  by  that  very  government,  has  been  put 
to  death.  With  one  hand  they  have  furnished  him  the  poison ; 
and  with  the  other  taken  away  his  life,  for  acting  under  its  influence. 

A  soldier  in  the  last  war,  once  a  sober  and  respectable  man, 
by  dailv  taking  a  little,  acquired  an  appetite  for  it.  That  appetite 
he  gratified,  and  under  its  influence  deserted.  He  was  taken  and 
condemned  to  be  shot.  Just  before  his  execution  he  said  to  the 
officer  who  visited  hun,  *'  I  owe  my  death  to  ardent  spirit.  It  has 
ruined  me,  I  never  violated  the  orders,  or  broke  the  laws,  except 
when  I  had  been  drinking.  1  am  now  to  die,  and  this  it  is  which 
has  killed  me.    And  now,  if  I  could  only  get  a  draught  of  it,  I 
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should  care  nothing  about  death,"  And,  said  the  officer,  in  relating 
the  case  to  our  Secretary,  '^  He  actually  pleaded  for  whiskey  while 
they  were  taking  off  his  irons,  with  as  much  earnestness  as  a  sinner 
ever  pleads  for  salvation."  He  was  furnished  with  a  pint,  and, 
under  its  influence,  he  was  plunged  into  eternity  ;  with  the  all  con- 
sunning  appetite  strong  in  death.  And  four  fifths  of  the  cafutal 
crimes,  and  of  the  executions  in  the  army,  in  the  navy  and  in  the 
community  have  heen  occasioned  by  the  use  of  spirit.  We  fur- 
nish the  cause,  excite  to  crime,  and  then  put  the  criminal  to  death. 
But  a  change  with  regard  to  the  array  has  at  last  been  eSecXeA ; 
and  one  which  if  adopted  and  persevered  in  by  the  whole  com- 
munity will  tend  to  render  drunkenness  and  crime  in  the  army  and 
out  01  it,  as  rare,  as  it  is  guilty,  mean,  and  disgraceful.  Alany  are 
hoping  and  with  high  expectations,  that  a  similar  change  will  shortly 
take  place  in  the  Navy.  Many  of  the  officers  and  of  the  seamen 
most  earnestly  desire  it.  Most  of  the  men  in  two  squadrons  have 
already  voluntarily  renounced  entirely  the  use  of  spirit ;  and  the 
consequent  improvement,  in  their  habits,  health,  and  happiness,  has 
become  a  topic  of  common  remark  among  the  surgeons  and  other 
officers. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  states,  that  the  Schooner  Experi- 
ment had  her  men  selected  with  a  view  to  a  full  experiment  on 
this  interesting  subject.  And  rightly,  in  view  of  the  Committee,  is 
she  named  Experiment  ;  for  few  if  any  vessels  have  ever  made 
an  experiment  on  a  subject  of  greater  importance  to  mankind. 
The  Secretary  also  adds,  "that  by  perseverance  in  holding  out  in- 
ducements to  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  the  use  of  daily  poi- 
son, he  trusts  not  only  that  the  waste  of  human  life,  and  the  fre- 
quency and  severity  of  punishment  will  be  diminished,  but  that  a 
great  moral  revolution  will  be  permanently  effected  among  a  claSvS 
of  men,  who  have  hitherto  been  too  often  considered  irre- 
claimable." 

This  testimony  to  ardent  spirit  as  a  poison^  and  to  the  fatal  evils 
occasioned  by  the  use  of  it,  the  Comraiiiee  view  as  important;  and 
they  would  respectfully  suggest  whether,  in  the  present  state  of  in- 
formation on  tliis  subject,  it  is  not  morally  wrongs  for  legislators 
to  wait,  till  seamen  voluntarily  refuse  to  accept  the  daily  poison, 
before  they  cease  to  furnish  it  ?  especially  as  it  is  known,  from  the 
testimony  of  surgeons  and  officers,  that  their  furnishing  it  is  the 
cause  of  that  waste  of  human  life,  and  that  frequency  and  severity 
of  punishment  which  the  Secretary  and  thousands  of  others  so 
deeply  deplore,  and  which  is  such  a  foul  disgrace  to  the  American 
Navy  ?  and  they  would  also  suggest  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  government,  without  delay  to  cease  to  furnish  it  ?  Many  of 
the  officers  have  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  their  abhorrence  of 
the  practice ;  and  to  it  have  attributed  by  far  the  greatest  portkm 
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of  their  troubles  with  the  men.  And  after  it  is  known  that,  with- 
out .any  benefit,  it  causes  more  than  one  fifth  of  the  deaths,  and  more 
than  four  fifths  of  the  crimes  among  men  who  use  it  on  the  land ; 
and  that  it  is  no  less  hurtful  in  proportion  to  its  use  on  the  ocean, 
must  it  not  be  considered  as  a  high  immorality  and  as  vicious  le- 
gislation to  continue  to  furnish  it  P  and  will  the  people  of  this  free 
country  continue  to  consent  to  be  thus  taxed,  for  the  sake  of  fur- 
nishing seamen,  as  a  means,  not  of  living,  but  of  dying,  with  daily 
poison  ?  to  increase  their  diseases,  augment  their  dangers,  demoral- 
ize their  characters,  shorten  their  lives,  and  ruin  their  soub  ?  Will 
they  consent  to  continue  to  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  multiplying 
more  than  fourfold  the  difficulties  of  Naval  officers ;  degrading  the 
Naval  service,  and  weakening  the  arm  of  National  defence? 
Said  an  officer  of  high  rank,  who  for  his  country  had  long  and 
often  braved  the  dangers  of  the  deep,  and  faced  the  mouth  of 
cannon,  '*  If  Congress  will  only  cease  to  furnish  ardent  spirit  foi 
the  Navy,  we  shall  have  comparatively  no  trouble  with  the  men 
I  have  made  the  experiment,  and  I  know,  that  when  men  cease  to 
use  ardent  spirit,  they  cease  to  violate  their  orders ;  and  are  al 
most  uniformly  cheerful,  healthy,  respectful  and  obedient."  And 
it  is  indeed  humiliating  and  degrading,  that  the  hcts  which  have 
been  developed  have  not  before  now  produced  entire  conviction , 
and  caused  the  practice  of  furnishing  any  class  of  citizens  with  ar- 
dent spirit  to  be  universally,  and  forever  abolished.  Nothing  but 
the  bUndbg  and  palsying  efiect  on  the  public  mind  of  the  prac- 
tice itself  can  account  for  this  gross  and  long  continued  outrage 
upon  the  character  and  comfort,  the  health  and  usefubess,  the 
lives  and  souls  of  men.  Still  greater  if  possible  is  the  violence 
which  is  done  to  every  correct  principle,  and  the  gloom  which  is 
cast  over  every  bright  prospect,  when  this  poison  is  furnished,  as  it 
sometimes  has  been,  by  candidates  for  public  office,  as  a  bribe  to 
electors.  In  this  free  country,  raised  by  mercy  high  for  all  nations 
to  kx}k  at,  and  making  for  the  world  the  momentous  experiment, 
whether  free  institutions  can  be  permanent  and  men  to  future 
ages  are  to  be  governed  by  law  or  the  sword  ;  in  this  mighty, 
this  stupendous  conffict,  wblsre  intelligence,  and  virtue,  and  morality, 
and  religion,  the  religion  of  the  Bibte^  are  all,  and  in  all, — ^the  pre- 
tended patriot  who  sighed,  *'  O  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the 
land,"  has  taken  tliis  poison  and  offered  it  to  freemen  to  buy  for 
him  their  votes.  And  when  charged  with  being  so  poisoned  him- 
self as  to  be  unfit  for  the  public  service,  he  has  had  the  effi'ontery  to 
acknowledge  in  words  and  in  deeds,  tliat  he  loved  it,  and  to  declare 
before  the  world  that  if  he  could  only  have  the  votes  of  all  in  his 
district,  who  were  in  this  respect  like  himself,  he  would  not  ask 
for  more.  And  so  enslaved  have  they  sometimes  been,  that  they 
bave  put  him  into  office,  and  continued  him  in  it,  tiU,  not  his  con- 
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stituents,  but  drunkenness  cast  him  out.  T*he  very  beasts,  on 
which  some  of  them  rode  to  elections,  on  their  return,  lightened  of 
their  burden,  which  could  not  ride,  and  much  less  could  walk, 
stopped  to  gaze  at  them  in  the  gutter. 

Men,  bom  of  sires  whose  blood  flowed  freely  to  purchase  the 
rich  inheritance  for  their  children,  were  bribed  to  be  slaves^  by  a 

S)rice  which  it  would  disgrace  a  slave  to  accept,  and  bound,  not  in 
etters  of  brass  but  of  mud,  which  they  had  not  strength  enough  to 
break,  and  were  doomed,  while  life  remained,  to  wallow  in  the  mire, 
an  astonishment  and  a  contempt  to  the  most  beasdy  spectator. 
The  very  dog  was  ashamed  of  his  company,  while  bis  meanest 
feelings,  as  he,  whom  had  he  remained  a  man,  he  would  gladly 
have  continued  faithfully  to  serve,  gasped  in  death,  assumed  a 
moral  grandeur,  compared  with  the  best  of  those  which  led  the 
destroyer  of  his  master,  by  poisoning  electors,  to  bribe  himself  into 
office. 

Had  the  Genius  of  Liberty  not  herself  been  put  to  sleep  by  the 
lethean  exhalations  of  that  dark  and  putrid  lake,  her  sword  bad 
leaped  from  its  scabbard  to  avenge  the  first  invasion  like  this ;  and 
make  an  example,  which  as  far,  and  as  long  as  known,  would  for- 
ever, among  freemen,  prevent  its  repetition.  But  she  was  asleep. 
Her  sleep  however  was  not  the  sleep  of  death.  The  purifying 
breezes  have  gone  over  her,  and  she  begins  already  to  stir ;  and 
in  some  cases  she  has  opened  her  eyes. 

"  Nothing  was  more  common  a  few  years  ago,"  says  a  distin- 
guished Civilian,  '^  in  our  part  of  the  country,  than  for  candidates 
for  public  office  to  furnish  electors  with  spirit.  They  did  it  to  ob- 
tain their  votes  ;  and  elections  were  scenes  of  dissipation,  outrage 
and  riot.  But  no  such  thing  is  seen  now.  So  great  has  been  (he 
change  since  tlie  formation  of  Temperance  Societies,  that  there  is 
not  a  man  in  the  countiy,  who,  should  he  take  that  course,  could 
be  elected  to  any  office."  Let  Temperance  Societies  become 
universal,  and  attempts  to  poison  electors  will  no  longer  bribe  their 
authors  into  office.  The  cry  of  "  Sectarianism,"  or  "  Church  and 
State,"  will  not  hide  from  the  eye  of  freemen  the  cloven  foot ;  or 
shield  him  who  wears  it  from  their  indignant  execration. 

Not  a  few  associations  have  already  been  formed;  whose  mem- 
bers solemnly  pledge  themselves  not  to  vote  for  any  man  to  any 
office,  who  at  elections  offers  ardent  spirit.  The  right  of  suffi^ge, 
in  their  view,  is  too  sacred,  and  liberty  too  precious  to  be  bartered 
away  for  rum,  or  whiskey.  The  false  hearted,  traitorous  pretend- 
ers to  patriotism,  who  think  thus  to  purchase  its  honours  and 
emoluments,  are  in  their  estimation  too  base  to  be  for  a  moment 
tolerated  by  freemen.  They  view  it  as  greater  guilt  and  mean- 
ness to  buy  votes  with  spirit,  than  with  money  ;  and  fraught  with 
greater  dangers  to  the  Republic.     From  supporting  the  man  vrtio 
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does  it,  to  whatever  party  he  may  belong,  they  are  resoived  to  ab- 
stain. Total  abstinence  is  all  that  he  will  ever  receive  from  them. 
Let  others  treat  him  in  the  same  manner,  let  this  become  univer- 
sal, and  the  change  with  regard  to  political  corruption  will  be  as 
strongly  marked,  as  the  change  with  regard  to  intemperance  by 
abstinence  from  ardent  spirit.  Let  no  man  be  elected  to  public 
office  whose  qualifications  and  moral  influence  will  not  be  a  public 
blessing,  and  the  dark  portentous  clouds  which  have  been  hovering 
around  our  horizon,  and  casting  a  broader  and  deeper  shade  over 
our  national  prospects,  will  be  dispelled  by  that  sun  whose  rising 
glories  will  grow  brighter  and  brighter  to  the  perfect  day. 

The  quaking  apprehensions  of  the  venerable  patriot  who  poured 
out  his  youthful  blood  to  establish  our  freedom,  that  he  should  out- 
live its  continuance,  would  tlien  be  hushed ;  and  every  christian 
bosom  swell  with  high  hope  of  the  speedy  and  universal  extension 
and  unchanging  perpetuity  of  that  heaven-born  freedom  which 
makes  all  who  partake  of  it  to  be  "  free  indeed."  Nor  is  the  at- 
tention of  our  countrymen  confined  to  the  connection  between 
ardent  spirit,  and  the  political  or  temporal  welfare  of  men.  Thev 
are  tracing  and  exhibiting  its  more  momentous  connection  with 
their  spiritual  and  their  eternal  concerns. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
composed  of  that  denomination  throughout  the  United  States,  at 
their  last  meeting,  in  addressing  their  churches,  say,  "  God,  who  is 
the  Author  of  nature  no  less  than  revelation,  has  abundantly  pro- 
vided for  the  essential  happiness  and  relative  usefulness  of  man- 
kind ;  but  the  experience  of  aU  ages  and  nations  has  given  the  most 
indubitable  proof  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  totally  inconsistent 
with  either;  and,  thus  opposed  to  the  benevolent  intention  of 
Heaven  and  provisions  of  nature,  must  be  considered  as  a  trans- 
gression of  the  will  of  God.  The  mischievous  principle  of  ine- 
briety, of  which  we  now  speak,  cannot  be  made  to  nourish  and 
invigorate  the  body.  It  is,  by  the  appointment  of  Heaven  and  the 
constitution  of  our  common  nature  rendered  incapable  of  producing 
such  a  result.  Its  conversion  into  chyle,  after  being  received  into 
the  stomach,  and  its  subsequent  appropriation  by  means  of  the 
blood  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  and  invigorating  the 
body,  are  known  to  be  impossible."  And  after  saying  that  few 
are  aware  of  the  insidious  nature  and  great  extent  of  the  evil,  they 
add,  ^*  A  large  portion  we  fear  of  the  most  important  and  responsible 
business  of  the  nation  is  often  transacted  under  the  influence  in  a  ' 
greater  or  less  degree  of  alcoholic  excitement.  And  can  those 
be  innocent  who  contribute  to  secure  such  a  result,  whether  by  the 
pestilential  example  of  temperate  drinking,  as  it  is  called,  or  the 
still  more  criminal  means  of  furnishing  the  poisonous  preparation 
by  manufacture  and  traffic  for  the  degradation  and  ruin  of  others^ 
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The  man  who  drinks  intemperately  ruins  himself,  and  is  the  cause 
of  much  discomfort  and  inquietude,  and  perhaps  actual  misery  in 
the  social  circle  in  which  he  moves  ;  but  manutacturers,  and  ihoee 
who  are  engaged  in  tlie  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  and  other  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  do  the  work  of  death  by  wholesale ;  they  are  devoted 
by  misguided  enterprise  to  the  ruin  of  human  kind ;  and  become 
directly  accessory,  though  not  intended  by  them,  to  the  present 
shame  and  final  destruction  of  hundreds  and  thousands.  And  we 
gravely  ask,  with  no  common  solicitude,  can  God,  who  is  just  as 
well  as  good^  hold  that  church  innocent  which  is  found  cherishing 
in  her  bosom  so  awful  and  universal  an  evil  ?  The  father  and 
founder  of  methodism,^  says,  '^  It  is  amazing  that  the  preparation 
and  selling  of  this  poison  should  be  permitted,  I  will  not  say  in  any 
christian  country,  but  in  any  civilized  State."  He  denounces  the 
gain  of  the  trafficker,  as  "  the  price  of  blood  ;"  and  says,  "  Let  not 
any  lover  of  virtue  and  truth  say  one  word  in  favour  of  this  mon- 
ster. Let  no  lover  of  mankind  open  his  mouth  to  extenuate  the 
guilt  of  it.  Oppose  it  as  you  would  oppose  the  devil,  whose  oflf- 
spring  and  likeness  it  is.  None  can  gain  in  this  way  by  swalfew- 
ing  up  his  neighbor's  substance,  without  gaining  the  damnation  of 
hell." 

And  it  has  been  publicly  announced  by  leading  men  in  that  Con- 
nection, as  their  setded  conviction,  tliat  he  who  lives  to  see  the 
year  1836,  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Conference, 
will  witness  the  entire  Methodist  Connection  throughout  the  United 
States,  free  from  makers  and  venders  of  spirituous  liquors.  May 
their  anticipations  be  realized  and  their  zeal  and  success  in  tb^ 
work  quicken  and  animate  others,  till  every  Christian  Church  of 
every  denomination,  shall  be  free  from  tliis  disgrace.  And  the 
Church  that  shall  be  last  to  put  away  this  abomination  may  expect 
to  be  the  lust  on  which  shall  descend  the  dew,  the  rain,  and  the 
sunshine  of  Millennial  grace. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  say,  ^^  It  is  now  a  well  established  fact,  that  the  common  use 
of  strong  drink,  however  moderate,  has  been  a  fatal j  sotU  destroying 
barrier  against  the  influence  of  the  gospel.  Consequently,  where- 
ever  total  abstinence  is  practised,  a  powerful  instrument  of  resisting 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  removed  ;  and  a  new  avenue  of  access  to  the 
hearts  of  men  opened  to  the  power  of  truth.  Thus  in  nuroeroos 
instances,  and  in  various  places,  during  the  past  year  the  Tempe- 
rance Reformation  has  been  a  harbinger  preparing  the  way  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  the  banishment  of  that  liquid  poison,  which  kiUs  both 
soul  and  body,  has  made  way  for  the  immediate  entrance  of  the 
spirit  and  the  word,  the  glorious  train  of  the  Redeemer.     But,  t 
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great  work  is  still  to  be  effected  in  the  church.  The  sons  of  Levi 
must  be  purified.  The  accursed  thing  must  be  removed  from  the 
camp  of  the  Lord.  While  professing  Christians  continue  to  ex- 
hibit the  baleful  example  of  tasting  the  drunkard's  poison;  or, 
by  a  sacrilegious  traffic  to  make  it  their  empk>yment  to  degrade 
and  destroy  their  fellow  men,  those  who  love  the  Lord  must 
not  keep  silence,  but  must  lift  up  their  warning  voice,  and  use 
all  lawiul  efforts  to  remove  this  withering  reproach  from  the  house 
of  God." 

Among  the  lawful  efibrts  which  the  assembly  declare  that  those 
who  love  the  Lord  are  bound  to  make,  many  ministers  and  elders 
have  had  no  doubt,  is  the  kind,  open,  decided  expression  to  the 
churches  and  to  the  world  of  their  conviction  of  the  immorality 
of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit^  and  its  utter  inconsistency  with  the 
spirit  and  requirements  of  the  Christian  religion. 

The  Presbytery  of  New  York,  therefore,  at  their  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber, declared,  "  that  in  their  opinion,  it  is  the  duty  of  aU  men,  and 
especially  of  those  who  profess  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
entirely  to  abstain  from  tne  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  from 
traffic  in  it  as  such,"  and  ordered  that  this  opinion  be  communica- 
ted to  their  churches. 

The  Synod  of  Albany,  declared,  "  that  in  their  judgment,  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  is  an  immorality j  and  ought  to  be 
viewed  as  such  throughout  the  world  ;  "  and  remind  the  churches 
under  their  care  of  tne  sentiments  of  the  General  Assembly,  on 
this  subject,  which  we  have  quoted. 

The  Presbyter}'  of  Delaware  expressed  to  their  churches  their 
heart  rending  regret  that  any  of  the  professed  friends  of  the  holy 
and  benevolent  Saviour,  should  exhibit  the  shocking  spectacle  of 
being  engaged  in  the  unholy  and  inhuman  traffic  of  retailing  that 
which  has  filled  the  land  with  widows  and  orphans,  with  strife  and 
contention,  crime  and  death ;  and  through  the  influence  of  which, 
multitudes  have  been  doomed  to  eternal  darkness  and  woe." 

The  General  Association  of  New  Hampshire,  declared,  "  that 
they  believe  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of  that  which  kills  the 
body  and  destroys  the  soul,  and  which  if  continued  as  in  time  past, 
will,  in  less  than  fifty  years,  send  a  million  of  our  fellow  men  to 
the  drunkard's  grave,  and  to  the  drunkard's  doom,  is  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  that  no  man,  with  his  un- 
derstanding enlightened  on  this  subject,  can  continue  either,  and 
yet  give  evidence  of  being  bom  of  God." 

They  also  declare,  "  that  they  regard  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all 
churches  to  refuse  admission  to  all  such  persons  as  shall  continue 
to  make,  sell,  or  use  ardent  spirit  as  an  article  of  drink  or  luxury." 
They  then  make  of  all  such  persons  the  following  momentous  m- 
quines ;  "  Is  it  not  your  duty  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  vice  ? 
2*  3 
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Cao  you  continue  a  practice  which  inevitably  leads  to  sin,  aod  be 
blameless  ?  Can  you  feel  for  the  salvation  of  men,  and  yet  en- 
courage a  habit  that  will  certainly,  in  many  cases,  lead  to  the  ruio 
of  the  soul  ?  Can  you  love  the  Saviour,  and  yet  be  unwilling  to 
do  so  little  as  to  abstain  from  spirituous  liquors  to  promote  his 
glory  ?  In  the  day  of  judgment,  when  it  shall  appear  that  many, 
encouraged  by  your  example  to  drink,  became  drunkards  and  are 
lost,  can  you  expect  to  ent«4r  the  kingdom  ?  Will  not  the  blood  of 
souls  be  found  in  your  skirts  ?  If  you  are  not  guilty  of  the  sin  of 
intemperance,  ought  you  not  to  sorrow  that  others  are  ;  and  wiU 
you  not  abstain  from  ardent  spirit  to  prevent  it  ?  If  you  are  not 
willing  to  make  this  sacrifice  for  Christ,  can  you  have  any  of  that 
love  which  led  him  to  sacrifice  himself  for  you  ?  Oh  reflect,  and 
over  every  glass  you  drink,  think  of  the  millions  that  the  liquid 
you  drink  has  sent,  and  will  send  to  hell.  Oh  think  of  the  judg- 
ment, and  prepare  to  meet  us  there." 

The  General  Associations  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and 
Maine,  say,  '^  that  in  their  judgment  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as 
a  drink,  is  an  immorality,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  viewed  and  treated 
as  such  throughout  the  world ;  that  this  immorali^  is  utterly  m- 
consistent  with  a  profession  of  the  Christian  religion  ;  and  that 
those  who  have  the  means  of  understanding  its  nature  and  effects, 
and  yet  continue  to  be  engaged  in  it,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as 
members  of  Christian  churches;  and  that  those  members  of 
Christian  churches  who  continue  to  be  engaged  in  the  traffic  are 
violating  the  principles  and  requirements  of  the  Christian  religion." 
Similar  views  have  been  expressed  by  multitudes  of  others,  both  in 
this  and  other  counti'ies,  and  they  are  becoming  the  common  views 
of  enlightened  and  conscientious  men  throughout  the  world. 

The  American  Quarterly  Temperance  Magazine  says,  "We 
consider  moderate  drinkers  as  the  main,  if  not  the  only  cause  of 
the  continued  use  of  distilled  liquors ;  but  for  them,  the  manufac- 
turer and  vender  would  soon  disannul  tlieir  covenant  with  hell,  and 
abandon  their  traffic  in  death.  What  has  already  been  said  of  ooe 
regular  temperate  drinker,  is  applicable  to  all.  Their  moral  sense 
,  is  debased ;  they  are  enslaved  to  appetite ;  they  are  in  league 
against  truth,  reason,  and  revelation,  with  the  enemy  of  tlieir  race. 
He  once  said,  *  Eat,  and  ye  shall  not  surely  die.'  He  now  says, 
'  Drink,  and  ye  shall  not  surely  die.'  They  quaff  the  bowl  and  join 
in  the  response.  This  device  is  to  be  assailed  and  confuted  again 
and  again,  until  public  sentiment,  which  has  been  deeply  vitiated 
and  perverted,  shall  be  corrected  and  restored  to  the  due  perform- 
ance of  its  office.  Then  shall  the  slaves  of  tlie  enemy  bear  their 
master's  brand  on  their  foreheads ;  and  it  shall  no  longer  remain  a 
prdblem  for  critical  solution,  whether  the  fair  honourable  merchant, 
who  only  sells  the  liquor  to  the  miserable  drunkard  whom  his 
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regular  business  has  enticed  to  ruin,  till  he  snatches  the  last  crumb 
of  bread  from  his  starving  children,  be  more  or  less  guilty  than  the 
legal  victim  of  his  cupidity  ;  nor  whether  the  distiller  be  more  or 
less  culpable  than  the  merchant.  Public  sentiment,  once  tolerably 
regulated  and  purified  from  the  defilement  derived  from  the  same 
all-corrupting  source,  would  soon  solve  all  such  difficult  questions. 
The  reeling,  profane,  abandoned  sot  derives  his  arguments  and  his 
justification  for  debasing  himself  and  preying  upon  society,  from 
the  same  fund  with  his  more  decently  appearing  companions  and 
accomplices,  the  manufacturer  and  vender,  and  the  whole  com- 
pany of  temperate  drinkers.  If  a  farmer,  whose  starving  animals, 
no  less  than  his  sufiering  family,  designate,  as  with  a  sunbeam,  to 
what  corps  he  belongs  ;  you  shall  hear  him  decide  authoritatively 
against  the  reformation ;  lest  the  coarse  grains  should  remain  a 
useless  drug  on  the  hands  of  the  grower,  and  thereby  injure  the 
agricultural  interest.  The  importer,  the  manufacturer  and  vender 
of  all  grades  from  the  wholesale  warehouse,  or  splendid  mansion, 
down  to  the  occupant  of  the  tlireepenny-glass  hovel,  all  sympa- 
thise with  him,  and  join  in  the  argument.  The  cause  of  religion  is 
scandalized  by  its  professors ;  the  sateless,  never  dying  appetite 
must  have  an  apology,  and  one  is  soon  found.  Witli  professions 
of  good  will  to  man,  and  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  gos- 
pel on  their  lips,  with  tlie  victims  of  their  cupidity  before  their 
eyes,  in  defiance  of  the  plainest  principles  of  the  religion  they  pro- 
fess, and  in  contempt  of  the  authori^  of  its  Author,  they  too,  bold 
the  polluting  cup  to  their  neighbor  s  lips ;  and  for  what  ?  to  sus- 
tain and  countenance  themselves  in  the  same  indulgence ;  or  per- 
haps for  the  more  vile,  debasing  and  guilty  object,  of  making  gain 
by  the  unhallowed  traffic.  We  do  not  read  literally  that  the  sen- 
tence, '  Depart  into  everlasting  punishment,'  was  predicated  on 
the  fact  that  the  delinquents  had  been  the  main  instruments,  by 
their  example  or  fraudulent  practices,  whether  legalized  or  not,  of 
filling  the  abodes  of  misery  with  the  sick,  the  naked,  tlie  wounded, 
the  friendless,  and  the  hungry,  as  now  is  tlie  fact  vnth  every  one 
who  bears  an  agency  in  procuring,  diffusing,  or,  by  his  example  of 
using  inebriating  liquors ;  no,  theirs  was  the  negative  guilt  of  not, 
according  to  their  several  ability  and  opportunity,  administering  to 
the  relief  and  comfort  of  their  fellow  creatures."  The  application 
to  the  case  in  hand  is  too  plain  to  be  mistaken.  If  to  him  who 
sees  his  fellow  creatures  hungry,  or  naked,  or  sick  or  in  prison, 
and  does  not,  if  in  his  power,  minister  to  their  relief,  the  intinitely 
merciful  Saviour  says,  "  Depart  ye  cursed  into  everlasting  fire ; 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,"  what  will  he  not  say  to 
those  who  continue  knowingly  and  perseveringly  to  make  it  their 
business  to  bring  such  evils  upon  them  ?  Can  they  expect  to  es- 
cape the  withering  indignation  of  Him,  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flama 
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of  fire,  and  who  is  a  just  God  as  well  as  Saviour,  when  a  fire  shaL 
be  kindled  in  his  anger  which  shall  burn  to  the  lowest  hell ;  and  all 
the  proud,  and  all  that  do  wickedly  shall  be  as  stubble  1^ 

Said  a  member  of  Congress,  at  a  meeting  in  the  Capitol,  "  It  has 
long  been  settled  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the  most  distin- 
guished physicians,  that  alcohol  is  a  rank  and  deadly  poison — that 
in  its  efiects  it  resembles  arsenic,  and  that  though  slower  in  its 
operation,  it  is  not  less  certain  and  destructive  in  its  results.  Ay, 
that  it  is  infinitely  more  so ;  that  it  poisons,  destroys,  kills  both  the 
body  and  the  mind  ;  that  the  inevitable  tendency  of  its  use  is  the 
paralysation  of  the  health,  the  destruction  of  the  human  constitu- 
tion ;  the  prostration  of  morals ;  the  accumulation  of  crime ;  the 
augmentation  of  the  sum  total  of  human  wickedness  and  human 
misery ;  the  derangement  and  stupefaction  of  the  intellect ;  the 
oblivion  of  every  social  and  religious  obligation  ;  the  extinction  of 
the  love  of  honour  in  tiie  human  breast ;  and  the  annihilation  of 
every  high  and  holy  feeling  of  the  soul,  which  elevates  roan  above 
the  brutes  that  perish,  and  allies  him  to  God !  Who  is  not,  then, 
ready  to  exclaim,  that  the  mere  use  of  tliis  poison,  is  of  itself  a 
crime  ?  A  crime,  however,  which  sinks  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  that  of  making  and  vending  it  for  the  destruction  of 
others — a  crime  that  whitens  into  innocence  when  contrasted  with 
that  of  creating  and  pouring  upon  mankind  this  desolating  stream 
of  moral  death,  this  cataract  ot  liquid  fire,  to  blast  the  rising  gbries 
of  our  country,  and  desolate  the  land. — ^Time  was  when  these  re- 
sults were  either  unthought  of  or  unknown ;  when  the  making  and 
vending  of  this  now  well  known  cause  of  disease  and  death,  of 
crime  and  wretchedness,  was  either  sustained  by  the  voice  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  or  indulged  without  reprobation.  But,  light  has  come 
upon  us.  In  that  light  a  new  law  has  revealed  itself.  It  is  founded 
in  moral  justice,  and  is  eternal.  It  is  no  longer  unpublished  or 
unknown  to  the  world.  It  has  been  written,  as  it  were,  by  the 
finger  of  God,  in  glaring  capitals  of  living  light,  in  characters  of 
unutterable  brightness  upon  the  margin  of  the  heavens.  All  na- 
tions have  read,  and  are  preparing  to  obey  it.  It  forbids  roan, 
under  the  penalty  of  its  eternal  malediction — ^to  deal  in  this  poison. 
It  forbids  him  to  scatter  it  like  '  firebrands,  arrows  and  death,' 
among  the  children  of  his  race.  No  one  can  longer  plead  igno- 
rance of  its  mandates,  or  of  its  penalties.  No  one  can  longer  deny, 
that  from  this  source,  (the  manufacture  and  traffic  of  this  destruc- 
tive fluid)  flows  a  train  of  evils,  which  embody  every  variety  of 
human  crime  and  human  misery  ;  which  convert  the  blessings  of 
heaven  into  curses,  and  those  of  life  into  the  tortures  of  disease — 
the  madness  of  despair — the  premature  agonies  of  temporal  and 
eternal  death.  Without  this  agency,  all  these  vast  and  complicated 
evils  would  cease  to  exist.    The  individual,  therefore,  who  maou- 
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factures  or  traffics  io  this  poison,  knouring  and  reflecting  upon  the 
wide-spread  ruin  and  desolation  which  result  from  bis  agency  in 
increasing  its  consumption,  is,  in  the  eye  of  Heaven,  responsible 
for  all,  and  richly  merits  the  disfavor  and  reprobatioQ  of  his  coun- 
try.    Where,  in  the  eye  of  eternal  justice,  is  the  difference  between 
him  who  strikes  die  blow  of  death,  and  him  who  knowingly  mad- 
dens the  brain,  and  tempts  and  fires  the  soul  to  strike  it  ?    Where 
is  the  difference  between  him  who  by  the  sale  and  dissemination  of 
this  subtle  poison,  causes  four  fifths  of  the  pauperism,  crime,  sick- 
ness, wretchedness,  insanity  and  death,  which  afflict  the  world ; 
and  him  who  does  it  by  the  manufacture  and  universal  diffusion 
of  *  miasmatic  cholera^^  if  you  please,  or  by  the  administration  of 
other  poisons  ?    What  matters  it  to  the  widowed  wife  and  wretched 
orphan,  whether  you  consign  the  husband  and  father  to  a  prema- 
ture grave  by  the  midnight  dagger,  or  by  die  lingering  tortures  of 
the  drunkard's  death  ?    The  difference  is  only  in  the  form  :  In  the 
form  did  I  say  ?    I  correct  myself.     The  enormity  of  guilt  rests 
with  a  heavier  weight  upon  the  head  of  the  death  dealing  grocer. 
In  the  first  case  the  destroyer  inflicts  upon  the  suffering  survivor  a 
bereavement  unembittered  with  shame,  and  unstained  by  dishonor. 
While  in  the  latter  he  superadds  to  the  crime  of  murder,  and  to 
the  destitution  and  loneliness  of  orphanage  and  widowhood,  the 
wretched  inheritance  of  poverty  and  disgrace.     I  repeat,  therefore, 
that  it  is  now  too  late  to  deny  either  the  criminality  of  this  traffic, 
or  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  which  result  from  it.     I  speak  not  of 
the  gallows-chains,  the  gibbets,  the  alms  houses,  the  dungeons,  and 
the  penitentiaries,  to  whose  ravening  heights  and  hungry  walls,  the 
makers  and  venders  of  this  poison  are  but  the  recruiting  sergeants. 
I  speak  not  now  of  fields  turned  to  waste— -of  homes  deserted — of 
hearths  desolated — of  happiness  forever  blasted,  and  hopes  forever 
crushed  beneath  the  withering  tread  of  this  fell  destroyer.     Nor 
will  time  permit  me  to  point  you  even  for  a  moment,  to  those  scenes 
of  grovelling  dissipation,  of  frantic  riot,  of  desperate  revenge,  and 
of  brutal  abandonment,  from  which  the  once  kmd  husband  and  the 
father  is  sent  home,  transformed  mto  an  infuriated  demon,  to  his 
trembling  wife  and  famished  children,  the  object  alike  of  terror,  of 
shame,  and  of  heart-rending  commiseration.     I  cannot  speak  of 
those  truly  tragical  results  of  this  inhuman  traffic ;  of  those  scenes 
of  unutterable  wretchedness  and  agony  of  soul,  over  which  my 
heart  has  often  bled,  even  in  the  far  off  peaceful  wilds  of  the  West ; 
of  those  scenes,  in  which  I  myself  have  seen  this  demon  of  de- 
struction rising  on  his  pedestal  of  broken  hearts  and  blasted  hopes, 
and,  intent  on  gain,  filling  the  very  air  with  moral  pestilence,  blast- 
ing  every  noble  and  manly  feeling  of  the  human  heart,  and  pourii^ 
from  his  poisoned  chalice  his  fiery  streams  of  agony  and  despair 
into  the  once  happy  and  cherished  circle  of  domestic  peace  and 
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love.  These  are  the  scenes  in  which  the  effects  of  this  most  in- 
excusable traffic  in  ardent  spirits  are  exhibited :  these  the  scenes, 
where  cruel  and  cold-hearted  avarice,  for  the  sake' of  a  few  paltry 
sixpences,  palsies  every  healthful  pulse  of  life,  and  sbaq)ens  every 
pang  of  death — ^where  the  grim  master  of  the  sacrifice  hiroseli, 
coming  forth  from  his  dark  Aceldama  of  human  blood,  strikes  down 
every  hope  that  can  cheer,  and  wrings  every  fibre  that  can  feel, 
before  he  gives  the  final  blow  that  sends  the  suffering  victim  to 
eternity.  Can  that  traffic  be  justified  by  an  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous people,  which  thus  alone  holds  out  the  chief  temptatioo  to 
intemperance,  and  strews  the  land  with  '  beggars,  and  widows,  and 
orphans,  and  crimes,' — ^which  breaks  up  the  foundations  of  social 
happiness,  consigns  millions  prematurely  to  their  graves,  and  fifls 
the  world  with  wailings,  lamentations,  and  woe  ?  I  answer,  Ab. 
Policy,  morality,  patriotism,  religion  condemn  it." 

Says  an  eminent  European  writer,  "  Let  him  who  sells  ardent 
spirit  bring  the  practices  of  his  daily  calling  to  the  standard  of  the 
^bible ;  and  when  he  stores  his  ship  with  this  body  and  soul  destroy- 
ing agent ;  when  he  holds  out  its  tempting  symbols  to  his  firiends 
and  to  all  around  him ;  when  he  knows  its  deleterious  nature,  and 
sees  its  demoralizing  tendency ;  when  his  hands  are  poUuted  in 
transmitting  it  to  the  hand  of  the  drunkard  ; — ^when  husbands,  and 
wives,  and  mothers,  and  children,  are  pining  in  indigence  and 
hopeless  sorrow  caused  by  that  very  article  which  it  is  his  business 
to  retail,  let  him  inquire  whether  he  can  be  a  participant  in,  or  a 
cause  of  such  scenes  and  yet  be  free  from  guilt.  Let  him  inquire 
whether  he  can  conscientiously  go  to  his  keees,  and  pray  for  the 
blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon,  and  to  prosper  the  works  of  ius  hands. 
Let  him  inquire  whether  he  seriously  believes,  that  God  will  send 
forth  his  hogsheads  of  whiskey,  or  rum,  or  brandy  to  be  a  blessing 
to  his  fellow  men ;  or  whether  he  can  lie  down  on  his  piBow  at 
night  with  a  calm  and  tranquil  mind,  when  he  thinks  on  the  mis- 
erable and  wretched  beings  whom  he  has  been  helping  to  destroy, 
and  some  of  whom  have  passed  into  eternity  under  the  influence 
of  spirits  provided  for  them  within  his  door.  Let  him  ponder  well 
such  passages  of  the  word  of  God  as  these,  and  then  let  conscience 
give  her  verdict.  *  Woe  to  him  that  giveth  his  neighbor  drink, 
and  maketh  him  drunken.'  '  Let  no  man  put  a  stumbling  block,  or 
an  occasion  to  fall  in  his  brother's  way.'  *  Have  no  fellowship 
with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness.'  *  Let  no  man  seek  his 
own,  but  every  man  another's  wealth.'  '  Whether  therefore  ye 
eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.'  '* 

And  after  quoting  from  a  writer  of  our  own  country  the  dech- 
ration,  that  could  each  hogshead  of  whiskey  which  a  Christian  ^hj 
come  back,  and  as  it  enters  his  door  tell  him  of  the  fanailies  it  has 
made  miserable,  the  wives  it  has  made  widows,  and  the  childraD  it 
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has  made  orphans,  he  would  start  back  from  the  traffic  as  he  would 
from  the  pit  of  perdition  ;  and  after  stating  many  horrible  cases  of 
its  effects  upon  those  who  sell,  and  those  who  buy,  and  saying  that 
it  seems  as  if  the  same  malignant  spirit  reigned  every  where  in  the 
bosoms  of  those  who  have  sold  themselves  to  strong  drink,  and 
that  nothing  appears  too  base  or  Satanic  for  them  to  perpetrate,  be 
adds,  '^  When  will  tlie  moral  man,  and  the  Christian  withdraw  alto- 
gether from  countenancing  either  directly  or  indirectly  this  system 
of  iniquity ;  and  resolve  neither  to  make,  sell,  or  use  these  distilled 
liquors,  which  are  so  preeminently  Satan's  instruments  of  evil  to  a 
guilty  world." 

Such  is  the  voice  of  the  press,  both  in  this  country,  and  in 
Europe.  And  the  truth  which  it  has  uttered  has  commended  itself 
to  the  conscience,  and  operates  powerfully  and  efficaciously  on  the 
heart. 

Multitudes  have  during  the  past  year  renounced  the  unhallowed 
and  degrading  traffic ;  and  greater  multitudes  have  been  impressed 
with  its  awful  wickedness  and  guik.  One  man  writes,  "  The  pub- 
lications on  this  subject,  if  circulated  and  read,  must  drive  every 
man  of  conscience  out  of  this  traffic,  or  drive  him  distracted." 
Another  man  remarks,  "  Every  man  who  is  in  this  traffic  must  re- 
nounce it  or  give  up  his  rdigian  ;  for  Christian  character  and  rum- 
selling  cannot  any  longer  go  together."  Another  man  writes, 
"  Makers  and  venders  of  ardent  spirits  have  no  souls ;  if  they  had, 
and  understood  what  they  are  doing,  they  could  not  continue  in 
their  present  employment." 

These  are  indeed  strong  expressions ;  but  they  show  the  current 
of  public  sentiment,  and  the  deep  abhorrence  with  which  reflecting 
men  view  that  fatal  employment. 

A  respectable  master  mill-wright  was  solicited  to  repair  the 
pumps  of  a  distillery  ;  but  he  refused,  and  said  that  he  could  not 
without  a  violation  of  conscience,  even  in  the  way  of  business,  aid 
in  expediting  the  manufacture  of  an  article  that  was  working  such 
terrible  destruction  among  his  fellow  men.  Another  man  was  ap- 
plied to,  to  paint  a  sign  that  should  show  the  passing  traveller  the 
place  in  which  he  could  get  the  poison.  But  though  dependent  on 
his  business  for  his  living,  he  promptly  refused ;  and  let  the  appli- 
cant know  that  he  believed  it  to  be  morally  torong  thus  to  assist  in 
destroying  others. 

A  miller  who  lived  in  a  State  that  required  by  law,  that  millers 
should  grind  such  grain  as  might  be  brought  to  them  for  that  pur- 
pose, when  grain  was  brought  to  be  ground  for  distillation,  refused 
to  grind  it.  He  would  not  have  his  mill  prostituted  to  such  a  vile 
aad  loathesome  purpose.  He  could  not  do  it  without  a  \-iolation 
of  moral  duty,  and  he  felt  bound,  though  it  was  a  breach  of  human 
law,  to  refuse.    He  did  refuse,  like  a  man  who  was  not  afraid  to  do 
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right.  The  destroyer  however,  continuing  intent  upon  his  gain, 
the  man  was  prosecuted  and  fined.  He  applied  to  the  L^jisla- 
ture ;  whereupon  they  passed  the  following  act,  viz.  "  It  is  here- 
by enacted, — that  an  act  entitled,  '  an  act,  relating  to  mills  and 
miUers,'  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  make  any  owner  or  occu- 
pier of  any  mill,  liable  to  the  penalty  therein  named,  who  shall 
refuse,  or  neglect  to  grind  any  grain  brought  to  such  mill  to  be 
ground  for  the  avowed,  or  apparent  purpose,  of  manufacturing 
such  grain  into  distilled  spirits ;  nor  liable  to  any  suit  or  action  for 
so  refusing."  And,  says  an  energetic  writer,  speaking  of  this  man, 
'^  He  has  done  well,  and  has  shown  that  a  good,  well  informed 
conscience,  resolutely  obeyed,  will  make  its  possessor  a  benefactor 
to  mankind.  Time,  place,  occupation,  circumstances  cannot  hin- 
der it.  Though  shut  up  in  a  grist-mill,  busy  in  watching  the  fine- 
ness of  Indian  meal  as  it  coiiiCs  from  between  the  stones,  such  a 
man  may  amend  the  legislation  of  States,  and  Empires,  and  hasten 
the  march  of  mankind  towards  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights ; 
by  just  doing  one  duty  after  another,  as  they  come  along,  without 
being  deterred  by  fear  of  consequences." 

In  another  State  a  town  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of 
incorporation.  Wliile  tlie  bill  was  before  the  lower  house,  a  mem^ 
her  moved  to  strike  out  the  3d  section,  which  contained  the  usual 
authority  to  town  officers  to  grant  licenses  to  retail  spirituous 
liquors.  An  animated  debate  ensued  ;  and  in  which  the  advocates 
for  licenses,  assumed  the  same  rights  for  the  town  in  question  to 
regulate  its  own  morals,  as  had  been  granted  to  other  towns.  The 
mover  replied  that  the  Legislature  had  no  right  to  authorise  the 
granting  of  licenses  for  such  a  purpose.  A  noble  sentiment,  wor- 
thy to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold  ;  and  destined  soon  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  world.  He  said  that  he  considered  it  to  be  their 
duty  as  guardians  of  the  public  welfare,  to  take  a  stand  on  this 
subject.  He  did  not  legislate,  with  reference  to  the  state  of  things 
in  that  town,  which  he  presumed  was  not  worse  than  in  others, 
but  he  would  oppose  any  measure,  whencesoever  it  proceeded, 
which  tended  to  spread  the  pernicious  influence  of  intemperance. 
And  on  the  final  question  the  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  keeper  of  a  little  grog-shop  in  a  narrow  dirty  lane,  said  to 
his  acquaintance,  "  These  temperance  folks  are  doing  a  deal  of 
mischief.  On  Saturday  night,  the  workmen,  after  getting  their 
wages,  on  their  way  home  used  to  stop  at  my  store  and  drink.  I 
used  on  that  night  and  the  next  day  to  take  a  hundred  dollars, 
but  now  I  cannot  take  ten."  A  deal  of  mischief  to  be  sure,  as  the 
other  ninety  dollars  now  goes  to  support  their  starving  families. 

And  what  a  deal  of  mischief  will  legislators  do,  when  they  shall 
no  longer  sanction  by  legislation  the  licensing  of  men  to  sell  ar- 
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dfent  spirit,  apd  thus  to  take  on  Saturday  night  and  Sabbath  day, 
a  hundred  dollars  from  starving  families  ;  and  instead  of  poisoning 
the  father  and  rendering  him  a  maniac,  shall  let  him  remain  sober, 
to  carry  bread  and  clothing,  peace  and  joy,  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Another  man,  licensed  to  seU,  and  acting  under  the  full  sanction 
of  legislative  authority,  had  on  hand  a  quantity  of  spirit.  Finding 
no  opportunity  to  sell  it,  where  it  might  not  be  drunk  and  destroy 
his  fellow  men ;  and  not  being  willing  to  do  that  for  money,  he  turned 
it  into  the  sea.  He  had  rather  lose  it,  than  to  have  the  drinker 
lose  it,  and  with  it,  as  he  might  should  he  drink  it,  lose  his  life,  and 
his  soul.  Though  he  could  get  the  money  for  it,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  to  be  right  in  that  way  to  make  money  ;  because  it  tended 
to  destroy  others.  He  did  not  believe  it  to  be  right  for  him  to  teach 
the  doctrine,  as  he  would  should  he  sell  it,  that  men  can  without 
committing  sin,  buy  and  drink  it.  He  did  not  believe  it  would  be 
right,  even  should  he  appropriate  the  avails  to  the  distribution  of 
the  Bible,  or  the  relief  of  the  poor.  As  Jehovah  abhors  robbery 
for  sacrifice,  he  knew  that  he  would  not  accept  the  fruit  of  a  traf- 
fic which  does  more  mischief  than  robbery  itself.  He  therefore 
resolved  to  cleanse  his  hands  and  purify  his  heart  from  that  covet- 
ousness,  which  leads  men,  for  the  sake  of  money,  to  desolate  and 
destroy. 

Another  man,  who  was  convinced  that  it  is  wrong  to  make  ardent 
spirit,  to  import  or  to  vend  it,  was  yet  not  so  sure  that  there  might 
not  be  a  case,  in  which  a  cargo  consigned  to  him,  not  from  another 
country  but  from  his  own,  might  be  lawfully  sold,  as,  if  he  should 
not  sell  it,  some  other  man  would,  and  his  doing  it  would  not  in- 
crease the  quantity  in  the  coimtry  or  the  amount  that  would  be  used. 
He  had  such  a  cargo,  and  after  considerable  doubt  and  hesitation, 
he  ^Id  it  and  took  the  commission.  But  said  he,  after  reflection, 
"  I  believe  I  ought  not  to  keep  that  money."  He  chose  not  to  re- 
tain it.  And  he  appropriated  it  to  the  dissemination  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  nature  and  effects  of  spirituous  liquors,  for  the  purpose, 
as  far  as  practicable,  of  convincing  all  men  that  it  is  wicked  to 
make,  import,  sell,  or  drink  it.  Should  a  man  sell  it,  even  on 
commission,  though  another  man  would  sell  it  if  he  should  not,  he 
would  teach  by  that  act  the  fatally  erroneous  doctrine,  that  it  is 
not  wicked  to  buy  and  drink  it ; — a  doctrine  which  no  man  can 
teach,  without  being  accessory  to  the  evils,  temporal  and  eternal, 
which  it  occasions. 

And  this,  with  Christians  and  sober  men,  in  proportion  as  tliey 
examine  the  subject,  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  deep  and 
universal  conviction. 

The  Clerk  of  a  Presbytery  writes,  "  We  have  within  our  bounds 
twenty-one  churches ;  and  there  is  not  an  individual  in  either,  who 
is  in  any  way  connected  with  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit."    There 
3  4 
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are  ten  such  churches  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  twenty  in  the 
city  of  New  York ;  and  the  Committee  are  led  to.  believe,  more 
than  a  thousand  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  impression  is 
now  common  that  for  men  to  profess  religion  and  covenant  before 
heaven  and  earth  to  do  good  as  they  have  opportunity  to  all  meo, 
and  then  make  it  a  business  to  manufacture,  or  sell,  that  which 
produces  such  unmixed  and  overwhelming  evils,  is  solemn  mock- 
ery. To  go  from  the  communion  table  to  the  grog-shop,  the 
liquor  store,  or  the  distillery,  and  pour  out  streams  of  death  over 
the  community,  is  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  which  the 
great  Head  oi  the  Church,  who  died  to  redeem  it  unto  himself,  re- 
quires should  be  universally  and  forever  done  away.  And  those 
who,  notwithstanding  all  the  light  which  the  church  qan  now  fur- 
nish as  to  the  nature  and  effects  of  tliis  traffic,  still  continue  in  it, 
are  viewed  as  unfit  for  her  communion.  And  increasing  numbers 
believe  that  they  are  forbidden  by  the  sacred  oracles  to  be  acces- 
sory to  the  introduction  of  such  persons  into  the  visible  church. 
Numbers  of  churches  have  been  formed,  with  the  understanding 
among  the  members  that  no  such  persons  are  ever  to  be  admitted. 
Nor  is  this,  as  some  suppose,  adopting  a  new. rule  or  test  of  ad- 
mission to  churches,  or  one  not  recognized  in  the  Bible.  It  is  only 
the  application  of  the  principles  and  requirements  of  the  scriptures 
correctly  to  this  case,  whereas  in  times  ^t,  through  ignorance  aod 
error,  they  have  not  been  so  applied.  The  Bible  does  not  indeed 
say,  in  so  many  words,  that  retailers  of  spirit,  or  distillers,  shall 
not  be  admitted  to  the  church.  Neither  does  it  say,  that  gam- 
blers, or  counterfeiters  of  the  public  coin,  shall  not  be  admitted 
to  the  church.  And  yet  Christians  act,  and  long  have  acted  as  if  it 
said  so ;  and  they  arc  forbidden  to  act  otherwise.  Why  ?  because 
those  practices  are  immoral,  and  as  really  known  to  be  such  as 
if  they  were  mentioned  by  name,  and  denounced  as  immoralities  in 
the  Bible.     So  with  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit. 

If,  with  all  the  light  which,  from  the  Scriptures  and  from  facts, 
tlie  church  can  now  furnish,  a  man  does  not  renounce  the  traffic, 
he  fails  to  exhibit  that  evidence  of  being  a  good  man,  which  would 
justify  others  in  receiving  and  treating  him  as  such. 

Besides,  as  the  business  is  immoral,  if  it  must  be  continued,  less 
mischief  will  be  done  if  it  is  carried  on  only  by  men  out  of  the 
church,  than  if  it  is  carried  on  also  by  church  members.  Aod 
as  most  of  the  troubles  which  the  churches  have  had  with  thdr 
members  have  arisen  from  this  employment,  they  are  bound  in  self 
defence  not  to  admit  such  persons  to  their  communion.  They 
have  too  many  such  in  the  churches  already ;  and  they  are  bound 
not  to  increase  the  number.  If  they  do,  they  will  increase  their 
weakness  and  their  sorrows.  This  employment  is  one  of  the  roost 
powerful  obstruqtions  to  the  efficacy  oi  the  gospel,  and  one  of  the 
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greatest  hindrances  to  the  salvation  of  men.  The  greater  the  in- 
fluence of  men,  who  sanction  a  vicious  employment,  the  greater 
the  mischief.  Regard,  therefore,  to  the  good  of  others,  requires 
them  to  take  this  course.  They  cannot  do  otherwise  without  great 
evil,  and  great  guilt. 

Some  indeed  suppose,  akhough  it  is  a  wicked  employment,  yet 
as  some  men  will  have  spirit,  and  other  men  will  sell  it,  it  had  bet- 
ter be  sold  by  good  men,  than  bad ;  by  professors  of  religion, 
rather  than  by  others.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  Some  men  will 
have  counterfeit  money  if  they  can  get  it,  and  other  men  will  make 
it,  and  others  sell  it ;  some  by  wholesale,  or  on  commission,  and 
others  by  retail.  And  some  will  use  it  moderately  and  prudently 
themselves.  They  have  done  so  perhaps  for  years,  and  do  not 
see  that  it  injures  them,  and  may  contend  that  there  is  no  hurt  in 
it,  as  tliey  manage  it.  But  is  it  no  worse  for  this  to  be  done  by 
church  members,  than  by  the  abandoned  ?  will  it  be  better  for  pro- 
fessed Christians  to  be  engaged  in  wickedness,  because  they  will 
do  it  more  decently,  and  in  a  manner  less  outrageous  to  public 
feeling  ?  Will  they  not  by  doing  it  inculcate,  by  the  whole  weight 
of  their  character,  that  it  is  right,  and  thus  give  it  respectability  ? 
or  else  that  they,  although  professors  of  godliness,  will  for  money 
knowingly  and  habitually  do  wrong  ?  And  would  not  either  of 
these  doctrines  be  a  reproach  to  religion  ?  and  if  taught  by  the 
practice  of  good  men  would  it  not  do  vasdy  more  mischief  than 
if  taught  only  by  uuturiously  bad  nieu  ?  Who  can  doubt  it  ?  Sa- 
tan himself,  when  there  is  a  demand  for  it,  and  some  men  will 
carry  it  on,  might  delight  to  have  members  of  the  church,  and  the 
best  and  most  influential  men  in  the  community,  engaged  in  his 
most  infernal  business.  And  he  might  be  willing  even  to  be  laid 
under  some  restrictions,  if  the  business  could  be  licensed,  and  thus 
have  the  sanction  of  legislative  authority.  It  would  aid  him  by 
removing  one  of  his  greatest  obstructions,  arising  from  the  con- 
sciences of  men,  and  from  the  convictions  that  his  business  is 
wicked,  and  that  the  end  thereof  is  death.  He  might  be  willing 
that  his  followers  should  even  pay  something  for  a  license,  and  that 
there  should  be,  nominally  at  least,  some  penalty  attached  to  out- 
rageous excess ;  and  he  might  plead  that  the  best  men  in  the 
community  should  carry  on  the  business,  because  they  would  do 
it  with  more  regularity.  But  would  it  promote  the  cause  of  virtue 
and  the  cause  of  God  ?  and  would  it  lessen  the  power  of  the  ad- 
versary ?  does  he  not  know,  that  the  more  respectable  he  can 
make  a  wicked  employment,  the  greater  will  be  trie  mischief? 

A  notorious  gambler  at  the  head  of  a  large  establishment,  the 
keeping  of  which  was  made  penal,  but  into  which,  in  violation  of 
law,  public  sentiment  and  conscience,  many  a  youth  and  many  a 
maD|  under  the  cover  of  night  had  stopped  and  been  mined,  plead 
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Strongly  tliat  such  establishments,  for  the  public  good,  should  be 
licensed.  He  would  be  willing  to  pay,  if  needful,  a  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year ;  and  be  willing  too  to  be  laid,  nominally  at  least,  under 
some  restrictions,  and  to  have  some  penalty  attached  to  great  ex- 
cess. He  said,  if  such  establishments  were  licensed  they  mi^ 
be  controlled,  and  be  made  to  yield  a  large  revenue  to  the  gov- 
ernment. And  such  men,  in  such  cases,  can  talk  long  and  feud, 
about  revenue,  and  regularity,  and  decency,  and  the  public  good ; 
and  appear  very  patriotic ;  while  their  business  is  undermiDing  (be 
pillars  of  the  Republic,  and  is  such  as  the  great  enemy  of  God  and 
man  would  have  it.  But  he  did  not  add,  that  this  would  remove 
the  odium  of  vice,  without  changing  its  character  ;  make  the  way 
to  death  more  respectable,  and  thus  draw  a  greater  number  into  it. 
He  did  not  add  what,  had  he  told  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth, 
he  must  have  added,  that  it  would  ward  off  from  those  sinks  oif 
iniquity  the  frown  of  public  indignation,  and  stifle  many  a  conscieoce, 
and  remove  the  last  barrier  between  many  a  soul  and  endless  nmi. 
And  let  men  who  plead  that  a  wicked  business  should  be  licensed, 
or  be  carried  on  by  good  men,  not  forget  that  they  advocate  the 
cause  of  the  great  destroyer. 

A  vender  of  lottery  tickets  contrary  to  law,  said,  *'  It  is  a  bad 
business,  but  then  somebody  will  carry  it  on,  and  it  ought  to  be 
licensed.  The  Legislature  can  then  control  it,  and  prevent  a 
great  deal  of  mischief ;  and  it  might  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  tbe 
State.  Men  will  buy  tickets,  legislators  make  laws  against  it, 
and  then  come  themselves,  and  buy  the  tickets.  I  have  sold  more 
than  four  hundred  dollars  worth  of  tickets  to  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature within  four  weeks.  It  ought  to  be  licensed."  So  the 
men  who  carry  on  the  system  of  public  swindling,  and  their  associ- 
ates reason.  They  too,  would  be  willing,  nay  glad  to  pay  for 
a  license,  for  this  would  varnish  over  with  legislative  sanction,  and 
in  view  of  multitudes  hide  the  odiousness  of  their  high-handed  ini- 
quity. But  the  people  begin  to  think,  that  it  is  better  for  their 
legislators  not  to  license  the  perpetrators  of  such  iniquity ;  but  if 
they  continue  to  injure  the  community,  and  nothing  else  win  prevent 
it,  to  send  tliem  to  the  State  Prison.  The  community  have  ahreadr 
begun  to  speak  on  this  subject,  and  legislators  have  begun  to  hear.* 
May  they  continue  to  speak,  in  louder  and  deeper  tones,  till  the 
practice  of  licensing  iniquity,  and  thus  throwing  over  it  the  shield 
of  legislative  sanction,  and  warding  off  public  rebuke,  shall  univer- 
sally and  forever  cease. 

In  the  month  of  October  the  Committee  of  the  New  York  City 
Temperance  Society  applied  to  our  Secretary  to  assist  them  in  com- 
pleting a  thorough  Temperance  organization  of  that  city.   A  Socieqr 

*  Appendix  B. 
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was  organized  in  every  Ward,  and  a  Committee  appointed  in  each, 
of  from  thirty  to  eighty  men.  A  map  of  each  Ward  was  procured, 
the  Ward  divided  into  districts,  and  each  district  committed  to  the 
care  of  some  member  of  the  Committee,  who  engaged  to  visit 
every  family,  put  into  it  a  Temperance  Circular,  and  invite  its 
members  to  join  the  Temperance  Society.  To  a  considerable 
extent,  this  was  accomplished  before  the  26th  of  February,  the 
day  appointed  for  sifnultaneous  meetings  throughout  the  country. 
On  that  day  one  of  the  largest  and  most  interesting  meetings  ever 
known  in  the  city,  was  holden  at  the  Chatham  Street  Chapel,  and 
was  addressed  by  a  number  of  eminent  citizens,  with  great  power 
and  effect.     From  the  Report  presented  on  that  occasion,  it  ap- 

E eared,  though  only  partial  reports  had  been  made,  that  the  num- 
er  of  members  of  Temperance  Societies  in  the  city  was  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  thousand  ;  and  that  they  had  been  more  than 
doubled  during  the  last  year.  The  work  is  still  going  forward,  and 
could  an  agent  of  the  right  character  be  permanently  located  in 
that  city,  and  a  system  of  effort  be  pursued  to  put  information  on 
this  subject  into  every  family,  the  work  of  moral  reform,  so  happily 
begun,  might  by  the  divine  blessing  be  carried  forward  to  a  tri- 
umphant consummation ;  and  from  that  great  fountain  of  wealth  and 
influence,  streams  of  life  and  salvation  flow  out  over  the  whole 
country.  Nor  would  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  be  among  the 
least  of  the  gainers.  Let  the  population  of  that  great  and  growing 
metropolis  cease  to  use  and  vend  ardent  spirit,  or  to  practice  the 
vices  to  which  it  leads,  and  the  sad  spectacle  of  two  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  expended  to  support  paupers  and  prosecute  the  crimi- 
nals, and  an  hundred  thousand  to  meet  the  wants  of  sickness  which 
it  occasions ;  fifty  thousand  people  fleeing  from  their  homes  to  es- 
cape the  ravages  of  tlie  Cholera,  and  the  universal  stagnation  of 
business  causing  a  loss  of  a  million  dollars  more,  and  the  woful 
sacrifice  in  three  months  of  more  than  three  thousand  lives,  would 
probably  not  again  be  seen.  Ceasing  to  manufacture  and  sell 
death,  its  ravages  to  a  great  extent  would  cease.  And  let  her  hun- 
dred churches,  like  the  twenty  referred  to,  and  the  thousand  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  be  freed  from  all  members  who  stand  at 
the  fountain  head  and  pour  out  streams  of  desolation  over  the  coun- 
tiy ;  and  let  all  who  name  the  name  of  Christ,  imitate  his  example 
ot  doing  good  and  good  only  as  they  have  opportunity  to  all,  and 
Zion  will  arise  and  shine,  her  light  being  come,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  will  break  forth  upon  her. 
Violence  will  no  more  be  heard  in  our  land,  wasting  or  destruction 
within  our  borders— our  walls  will  be  salvation,  and  our  gates  will 
be  praise. 

In  December,  1832,  the  Committee  issued  the  following  Cir- 
cular, viz» 

3» 
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^'  As  the  success  of  tlie  Temperance  cause  depends  upon  the 
universal  difiiision  of  correct  information  among  all  classes  of 
people,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  the  following  Resolutions : 

1.  Kesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  delegates  from  Tempe- 
rance Societies  and  the  friends  of  Temperance  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  be  invited  to  meet  in  Convention,  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  extending,  by  a  general  difiusion  of  informatioD,  and 
the  exertion  of  a  kind  and  persuasive  moral  influence,  the  princi- 
ple of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  throughout  our 
countrv. 

2.  That  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  procure  such  a  Con- 
vention, to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  day  of 
May,  1833. 

3.  That  each  State  Temperance  Society  be,  and  hereby  is,  re- 
quested to  send  three  or  more  delegates,  and  each  County  Society 
to  send  one  or  more  delegates  to  the  proposed  Convendon. 

4.  That  it  be  recommended,  that  the  appointment  of  delegates 
so  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  be  made  on  the  26th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  day.  abready  fixed  upon  for  simultaneous  meetings 
of  the  Temperance  Societies  and  friends  of  Temperance,  in  all  the 
cities,  towns  and  villages  throughout  the  United  States. 

5.  That  in  those  States  and  counties  in  which  no  Temperance 
Society  is  organized,  the  friends  of  Temperance  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  requested  to  appoint  in  such  manner  as  they  sbaU  think 
proper,  the  same  number  of^  delegates  for  each  State  or  County, 
as  are  proposed  in  the  3d  Resolution,  to  be  appointed  by  the  seve- 
ral State  and  County  Societies  respectively. 

6.  That  all  editors  of  papers  and  other  publications  throughout 
our  country,  who  are  friendly  to  the  cause  of  Temperance,  be  and 
they  hereby  are  respectfully  requested  to  insert  the  foregoing 
resolutions  in  their  several  publications  ;  and  in  such  other  wajrs 
as  they  may  deem  suitable,  to  use  their  influence  to  promote  the 
object  of  the  proposed  Convention, — universal  abstinence  fivm 
the  rise  of  ardent  spirit. 

Samuel  Hubbard,  President. 
John  Tappan, 
George  Odiorne, 

Heman  Lincoln,    ^JEIr.  CammitteeJ" 
Justin  Edwards, 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr. 

The  call  for  this  Convention  has  been  greeted  with  joy  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Numerous  delegates  have  already  been  ap- 
pointed throughout  the  United  States,  and  one  appointed  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society  has  just  arrived  &om 
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England  to  attend  the  meeting.  High  hopes  are  entertained  that 
It  will  be  a  numerous  and  powerful  meeting,  and  that  it  will  give  a 
new  impube  to  the  cause  of  Temperance  throughout  the  world.* 

Early  in  February  our  Secretary  visited  the  city  of  Washington. 
He  was  cordially  welcomed  by  many  members  of  Congress  and 
others,  and  at  the  special  request  of  members  of  both  houses  ad- 
dressed them  on  the  sabbath,  in  the  Capitol,  on  the  subject  of 
Temperance.  The  subsequent  week,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives liberally  granted  the  use  of  their  hall  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing a  Congressional  Temperance  Meeting.  This  meeting  was 
numerously  attended  by  members  of  Congress,  citizens,  and 
strangers ;  and  produced  a  highly  salutary  effect. 

The  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War  presided,  and  the  Hon. 
John  Blah*,  member  of  Congress  from  Tennessee  was  Secretary 
of  the  meeting.  The  throne  of  grace  was  addressed  by  the  Rev. 
William  Hammet  of  Virginia,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Chaplain  to  Congress. 

Addresses  were  then  delivered  by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  American  Temperance  Society ; 
The  Hon.  Eleutheros  Cook,  member  of  Congress  from  Ohio;  die 
Hon.  George  R.  Briggs,  member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts ; 
Thomas  Sewall,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in 
the  Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C;  the  Hon.  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  member  of  Congress  from  New  Jersey ;  die  Hon.  Andrew 
Stewart,  Member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania;  the  Hon. 
William  Wilkins,  United  States  Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  the 
Hon  John  Reed,  member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts ;  the 
Hon.  John  Tipton,  United  States  Senator  from  Indiana ;  and  the 
Hon.  Theodore  Freelinghuysen,  United  States  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  ;  and  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
viz. 

Resohedj  That  the  success  of  the  cause  of  Temperance  in  this, 
and  other  countries,  affords  high  encouragement  to  the  friends  of 
morality  to  persevere  in  their  efforts  till  intemperance  and  its  evils 
are  banished  from  the  earth. 

Resolvedj  That  the  manufacture  of,  and  traffic  in  ardent  spirit 
ought  to  be  discountenanced  and  abandoned,  as  incompatible  with 
the  obligatkins  of  social  and  moral  duty,  by  every  patriot,  and  es- 
pecially by  every  Christian  in  the  country. 

Resolvedj  That  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  as 
a  drink,  is  the  only  security  to  individuals  against  its  ruinous  con- 
sequences, and  gives  the  only  sure  pledge  of  the  ultimate  success 
of  the  cause  of  Temperance. 

Resolvedj  That  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  tends  to  produce  disease 

^ApfMBdizC. 
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^^  As  the  success  of  tlie  Temperance  cause  dep 
UDiversal  diffiision  of  correct  information  among 
people,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Society  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  the  following  I 

1.  tUsolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  delegates 
ranee  Societies  and  the  friends  of  Temperance  in  ev 
United  States  be  invited  to  meet  in  Convention,  t€ 
best  means  of  extending,  by  a  general  diffiision  of  in 
the  exertion  of  a  kind  and  persuasive  moral  influen 
pie  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  tl 
countrv. 

2.  That  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  procu 
vention,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  tl 
May,  1833. 

3.  That  each  State  Temperance  Society  be,  and 
quested  to  send  three  or  more  delegates,  and  each  C 
to  send  one  or  more  delegates  to  the  proposed  Convi 

4.  That  it  be  recommended,  that  the  appointrae 
so  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  be  made  on  the  26t] 
ruary  next,  the  day.  already  fixed  upon  for  simultan 
of  the  Temperance  Societies  and  friends  of  TempeH 
cities,  towns  and  villages  throughout  the  United  Stat 

5.  That  in  those  States  and  counties  in  which  no 
Society  is  organized,  the  friends  of  Temperance 
hereby  are,  requested  to  appoint  in  such  manner  as  t 
proper,  the  same  number  of^  delegates  for  each  Su 
as  are  proposed  in  the  3d  Resolution,  to  be  appointe 
ral  State  and  County  Societies  respectively. 

6.  That  all  editors  of  papers  and  other  publicatic 
our  country,  who  are  friendly  to  the  cause  of  Tempi 
they  hereby  are  respectfully  requested  to  insert 
resolutions  in  their  several  publications  ;  and  in  su* 
as  they  may  deem  suitable,  to  use  tlieir  influence  U 
object  of  the  proposed  Convention, — universal  oi 
the  use  of  ardent  spirit. 

Samuel  Hubbard, 
John  Tappan, 
George  Odiorne, 
Heman  Lincoln,    ^J5r. 
Justin  Edwards, 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr. 

The  call  for  this  Convention  has  been  greeted  y 
parts  of  the  country.     Numerous  delegates  have  aln 

S)inted  throughout  the  United  States,  and  one  app 
ritish  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society  has  just 
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delighted  with  the  meeting.  But,  said  Mr.  G.  let  us  not  stop  here. 
Let  the  facts  and  arguments  which  have  here  been  pesented,  go 
out  from  this  place  over  the  land.  Let  them  be  prmted  and  cir- 
culated universally.  Let  it  be  seen  by  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple, that  men  in  high  places,  men  whom  the  people  have  elevated 
to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  the 
friends,  the  patrons,  and  the  active,  zealous,  and  persevering  pro- 
moters of  the  cause  of  Temperance.  Let  them  see  that  this  bless- 
ed cause  has  taken  possession,  even  of  the  Capitol,  and  that  it  will 
hold  possession ;  and  from  this  elevated  spot,  this  strong  hold  of 
liberty,  will  extend  itself  over  the  whole  country.  He  then  ex- 
pessed  his  readiness  to  aid  in  publishing  the  addresses  which  had 
been  delivered,  and  in  their  circulation  through  the  land. 

In  the  able  and  powerful  addresses  which  accompanied  the 
above  resolutions,  the  duty  and  utility  of  entire  abstinence  from  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it,  were  strongly  illus- 
trated ;  and  also  the  benefits,  which  should  this  course  be  adopted, 
would  result  to  our  country  and  the  world.  The  addresses  nave 
since  been  published  in  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  forty-eight  pages, 
and  in  other  forms ;  and  have  been  circulated  extensively  through 
the  country.  They  have  awakened  new  interest  and  brought 
many  new  and  powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  Temperance  cause.  On 
the  26th  day  ot  February,  a  meeting  of  members  of  Congress  was 
holden  in  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Con- 

gessional  Temperance  Society.  The  Hon.  William  MHlkins, 
nited  States  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting.  The  meet- 
ing was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  John  Proudfit  of  Penn- 
sylvania. After  discussion  and  deliberation,  a  Society  was  formed 
on  the  bases  of  entire  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and 
fiom  the  traffic  in  it,  called.  The  American  Congressional 
TsMPERANCE  SociETT.  Members  of  Congress,  and  all  who  have 
been  members  of  Congress,  officers  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, civil  and  military,  and  heads  of  departments,  who  practically 
adopt  the  great  principles  of  the  Society,  by  signbg  the.  Constitu- 
tbn,  or  addressing  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  expressive  of  their 
wish  to  do  so,  may  become  members  of  the  Society.  The  Society 
is  to  have  an  annual  meeting  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and 
the  Executive  Committee  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  take  such 
measures  as  will  render  the  Society  most  extensively  useful  to  the 
countiy.* 

At  this  meeting,  and  also  at  the  previous  meeting  in  the  Representa- 
thre's  Hall,  the  high  responsibilities  resting  on  members  of  Congress 

*  ApptodizD. 
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and  premature  death  ;  and  that  there  is  no  case  in  which  it  is  in- 
dispensable, even  as  a  medicine,  and  in  which  there  may  not  be  an 
adequate  substitute. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  die  liberties  and 
welfare  of  the  nation  are  intimately  and  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  morals  and  virtue  of  the  people.  And  that,  in  the  enactmoit 
of  laws  for  the  common  benefit,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lative body  to  guard  and  preserve  the  public  morals  from  comip- 
ion,  as  to  advance  the  pecuniary  interest,  or  to  maintain  the  civil 
rights  and  freedom  of  the  community. 

The  following  resolution  was  to  have  been  presented  by  the 
Hon.  H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  member  of  Congress  from  Massachu- 
setts, but  he  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending  the  meetmg. 

Resolved,  That  the  abolition  of  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  through- 
out the  army,  has  been  highly  salutary;  and  that  its  abolition 
throughout  the  navy,  while  it  would  strengthen  the  arm  of  national 
defence,  would  elevate  the  character  and  increase  the  respectabilitv 
and  happiness  of  that  interesting  and  important  class  of  our  citizens. 

Resolved,  That  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  abstinence  from 
the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  by  superintendents  of  public  works,  propri- 
etors of  rail  roads,  steamboats,  stages,  he.  with  regard  to  all  in 
their  employment,  would  increase  the  value  of  their  services,  as 
well  as  tlie  comfort  and  safety  of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  use  oi  ardent  spirits  and  the  unrestrained 
traffic  in  them,  directly  lead  to  the  introducdon  amongst  us,  of  crimes 
and  vice  in  various  forms,  and  to  the  overthrow  of  that  puri^  and 
virtue  of  the  people  upon  which  depend  the  permanence  of  our 
free  institutions,  and,  therefore,  ought  to  be  discouraged  and  re- 
sisted by  every  friend  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  throughout  the 
world. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  means  of  universal  success,  the  friends  of 
Temperance  are  bound  to  redouble  their  efforts  by  the  agency  of 
the  press,  and  by  all  other  practical  means  to  enlighten  the  under- 
standings of  their  fellow  men,  and  awaken  their  attention  to  this 
great  and  important  cause. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  who  adopt 
the  principles  of  the  Temperance  reformation,  or  who  wish  to  pro- 
mote it,  to  add  the  influence  of  their  names  and  examples  as  mem- 
bers of  Temperance  Societies,  and  in  all  proper  ways  to  promote 
the  formation  of  such  societies,  until  they  shall  become  universal. 

Resolved,  That  the  Temperance  reformadon  is  fundamental  in 
its  influence,  upon  all  the  great  enterprizes,  which  have  for  their 
object  the  intellectual  elevation,  the  moral  purity,  the  social  hap- 
piness, and  the  immortal  prospects  of  mankind. 

The  Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  United  States  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, then  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  been  highly  gradfiedi  and  even 
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delighted  with  the  meeting.  But,  said  Mr.  G.  let  us  not  stop  here. 
Let  the  facts  and  arguments  which  have  here  been  presented,  go 
out  from  this  place  over  the  land.  Let  them  be  pnnted  and  cir- 
culated universally.  Let  it  be  seen  by  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple, that  men  in  high  places,  men  whom  the  people  have  elevated 
to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  the 
friends,  the  patrons,  and  the  active,  zealous,  and  persevering  pro- 
moters of  the  cause  of  Temperance.  Let  them  see  that  this  bless- 
ed cause  has  taken  possession,  even  of  the  Capitol,  and  that  it  will 
hold  possession ;  and  from  this  elevated  spot,  this  strong  hold  of 
liberty,  will  extend  itself  over  the  whole  country.  He  then  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  aid  in  publishing  the  addresses  which  had 
been  delivered,  and  in  their  circulation  through  the  land. 

In  the  able  and  powerful  addresses  which  accompanied  the 
above  resolutions,  the  duty  and  utility  of  entire  abstinence  from  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it,  were  strongly  illus- 
trated ;  and  also  the  benefits,  which  should  this  course  be  adopted, 
would  result  to  our  country  and  the  world.  The  addresses  nave 
since  been  published  in  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  forty-eight  pages, 
and  in  other  forms ;  and  have  been  circulated  extensively  through 
the  country.  They  have  awakened  new  interest  and  brought 
many  new  and  powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  Temperance  cause.  On 
the  26th  day  of  February,  a  meeting  of  membNsrs  of  Congress  was 
holden  in  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Con- 

Sessional  Temperance  Society.  The  Hon.  William  Wilkins, 
nited  States  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Secretanr  of  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting.  The  meet- 
ing was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  John  Proudfit  of  Penn- 
sylvania. After  discussbn  and  deliberation,  a  Society  was  formed 
on  die  bases  of  entire  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and 
from  the  traffic  in  it,  caDed,  The  American  Congressional 
Temperance  Society.  Members  of  Congress,  and  all  who  have 
been  members  of  Congress,  officers  of  the  United  States  (Jovem- 
ment,  civil  and  military,  and  heads  of  departments,  who  practically 
adopt  the  great  principles  of  the  Society,  by  signing  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  addressing  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  expressive  of  their 
wish  to  do  so,  may  become  members  of  the  Society.  The  Society 
is  to  have  an  annual  meeting  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and 
the  Executive  Committee  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  take  such 
measures  as  will  render  the  Society  most  extensively  useful  to  the 
country.* 

At  this  meeting,  and  also  at  the  previous  meeting  in  the  Representa- 
tive's Hall,  the  high  responsibilities  resting  on  members  of  Congress 

*  ApptodiED. 
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boldest  measures  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  opposition.  This  was 
indeed  a  bold  idea,  but,  like  other  bold  measures,  entered  upon 
with  right  views  and  principles,  it  had  succeeded  as  a  measure  so 
introduced  and  supported  would,  having  been  introduced  on  right 
views  and  principles.  Therefore  he  called  those  philanthrojusts 
who  were  pursuing  this  course  ;  and  he  rejoiced  with  the  honora- 
ble member  who  had  just  sat  down,  that  England  had  received  this 
benefit  from  America.  It  was  indeed  a  gratifying  thing  for  a  pa- 
rent to  receive  a  present  from  a  distant  child.  America  was  a 
grown-up  child,  it  was  true,  but  she  was  such  a  child  as  England 
would  not  forget,  and  he  trusted  she  would  not  forget  the  stock 
from  whence  she  sprung.  She  had  returned  a  benefit  which  some 
twenty-five  years  ago  she  received  from  England :  she  then  re- 
ceived the  noblest  institution  which  he  thought  the  world  bad  ever 
seen — the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  That  Society 
America  borrowed  from  England,  and  now  the  latter  borrows  the 
Temperance  Society  from  America.  The  Bible  Society  had 
taken  deep  root,  and  flourished  there ;  so  he  trusted  the  Tem- 
perance Society  would  vegetate  and  prosper  here,  so  that  we  might 
find  the  benefit  we  had  received  from  America  was  not  inferior  to 
that  she  had  received  from  us.  This  was  the  true  intercourse 
which  ought  to  take  place  between  nations.  This  was  the  real 
rivalry  they  should  exercise,  and  thus  promote  good  works ;  and 
he  trusted  those  benefits  would  extend  farther  and  farther,  until 
they  overspread  the  most  distant  nations.  Sweden  and  Russia 
had  caught  a  flame  which  he  hoped  would  soon  spread  to  other 
countries,  till  stimulated  by  our  example,  it  reached  the  farthest 
shores  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa." 

P.  Crampton,  Esq.,  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  said,  "On 
all  occasions  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  he  did  his  pride,  to  bear  his 
testimony,  however  humble,  and  raise  his  voice,  however  feeble,  in 
support  of  Temperance  Societies,  the  ^ood  and  holy  cause  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  enter  into  details ;  he  felt  convinced  himself,  and  he  trusted 
it  was  the  conviction  of  all  present,  that  in  proportion  to  the  con- 
sumption of  ardent  spirits,  was  the  amount  of  poverty,  wretched- 
ness, crime,  madness,  disease,  and  premature  death ;  and  to  this 
he  might  add,  would  be  found  obstructions  to  the  reception  and 
promotion  of  evangelical  truth.  He  was  satisfied  that  every  man- 
ufactory for  spirits  was  a  manufactory  of  poison ;  that  every  spirit 
store  was  a  magazine  of  death  ;  and  that  every  person  who  was 
concerned  in  the  trade  of  making,  or  buymg,  or  selling  spirits,  was 
distributor  of  disease  and  death.  It  had  been  proved  to  a  demon- 
stration, that  all  the  natural  evils  to  which  man  was  subject,  were 
far  exceeded  by  those  produced  by  intemperance.  It  was  the  great 
instrument  of  sin  and  misery ;  die  chief  agent  of  the  enemy  of 
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sods  :  but  the  object  of  this  Society  was  to  baoish  it ;  to  stay  the 
pestilence ;  and  to  arrest  and  extinguish  the  conflagration ;  and 
could  any  Christian  man  oppose  it,  or  connive  at  the  existence  of 
this  cause  of  misery  ?  Was  it  not  the  bounden  duty  of  every  man 
who  professed  to  be  the  friend  of  humanity,  morals,  and  religion, 
to  concur  in  this  object  and  assist  in  this  design  ?  He  felt  tliis 
subject  to  be  great  and  important,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  describe 
it  as  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  and  blessings  ever  revealed  to 
men ;  and  tlie  historians  of  after  times  would  do  that  justice  to  its 
progress  which  it  would  deserve." 

The  attention  of  a  great  portion  of  the  world  has  been  aroused 
to  this  subject,  and  multitudes  have  inquired  with  regard  to  ardent 
spirit,  "Is  it  right  for  me  to  use  it?"  And,  says  a  philanthropic 
European,  "  The  moment  a  man  of  conscience  seriously  asks  the 
quesuon,  Does  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  on  the  whole  do  good,  and  is 
it  right  for  me  to  drink  it  ?  the  work  is  half  done."  The  reasons, 
the  substantial  reasons  are  all  on  one  side.  And  the  great  object 
is,  to  present  those  reasons,  and  lead  all  men,  in  view  of  endless 
being,  to  ask  the  question,  each  one  for  himself,  to  be  decided  as 
Grod  and  an  enlightened  conscience  shall  direct,  h  it  right  for  me 
to  drink  ardent  spirit  ?  Two  millions  in  our  country,  and  multi- 
tudes in  other  countries,  who  have  examined  this  subject,  have 
answered,  No.  A  million  have  united  in  Temperance  Societies, 
and  pledged  themselves  not  to  use  it,  or  furnish  it,  and  in  all  suita- 
ble ways  to  discountenance  the  use  of  it,  throughout  the  community. 
The  number  of  these  societies  in  the  United  States  exceeds  five 
thousand,  and  more  than  twenty  ol  them  are  State  societies,  at  the 
head  of  which,  in  many  cases  are  the  first  men  in  the  community. 
More  than  two  thousand  men  have  ceased  to  make  it,  and  more 
than  six  thousand  have  ceased  to  sell  it.  They  do  not  believe  it  to 
be  right,  however  common,  or  however  much  money  they  might 
make  by  it,  to  prosecute  an  employment  so  manifestly  cursed  of 
God,  and  so  notoriously  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  men. 
Seven  hundred  vessels  now  float  on  tlie  ocean,  in  which  it  is  not 
used ;  and  though  they  visit  every  clime  and  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year  make  the  longest  and  most  diflicult  voyages,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  circumnavigate  the  globe,  the  men  are  uniformly  better, 
and  in  all  respects,  than  when  they  used  it.  Seventy-five  out  of 
ninety-seven  vessels  from  New  Bedford  sail  without  ardent  spirit. 
It  has  become  common  ;  and  so  great  is  the  increase  of  safety  to 
the  property  in  such  cases,  that  Insurance  Companies  find  it  for 
their  interest  to  insure  those  vessels  that  carry  no  spirituous  liquors 
at  a  less  premium  than  others. 

And  says  the  English  Temperance  Magazine  and  Review,  "  We 
did  hope  that  our  country  might  be  the  foremost  to  set  an  exam- 
ple to  the  world  in  this  respect.    But  we  bare  been  disappointedy 
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America,  that  country  which  has  just  sprung  into  existence,  and 
which  those  who  have  so  industriously  nattered  our  self-love,  bare 
done  all  in  their  power  to  teach  us  to  despise,  has  stepped  before 
us.  Not  only  are  ships,  which  are  sailed  on  Temperance  princi- 
ples, in  demand  by  merchants,  but  the  rate  of  insurance  has  beeo 
so  much  lowered  on  them  that  a  merchant  in  Liverpool  sailing  a 
vessel  to  New  York,  would  save  a  considerable  sum  by  efiecting 
the  insurance  in  New  York  rather  than  in  Liverpool ;  so  that  the 
road  of  virtue  is  the  way  to  wealth  as  well  as  to  happiness ;  and 
however  grating  it  may  be  to  our  feelings,  we  must  follow  in  the 
wake  of  America." 

So  with  regard  to  manufacturing  establishments,  and  other  kmds 
of  property.  Many  officers  of  Insurance  Companies  and  guardians 
of  public  interests  in  various  departments,  when  men  make  appli- 
cation, now  ask  the  question  which  Jefferson  said  he  would  ask 
with  regard  to  candidates  for  public  office.  "  Do  they  drink  ardent 
spirit  ? "  If  they  do,  however  moderately,  they  find  it  needful  to 
beware.  A  master  of  a  vessel,  or  the  owner  of  that,  or  other 
property,  is  not  able  perhaps  to  effect  an  insurance  accordbg  to 
his  mind.  There  seems  to  be  an  unaccountable  indifierence,  or 
an  egregious  excess  of  caution  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  agents 
of  Insurance  Companies.  He  wonders  what  is  the  reason. 
But  were  his  olfactory  nerves  unscathed,  or  a  mirror  placed  before 
him,  he  would  be  at  no  loss  for  the  reason.  It  is  with  vessels 
often,  as  with  stages,  and  steam  boats.  When  the  fire  and  the 
tempest  rage  within,  they  are  wrecked,  overturned  or  exploded. 
The  drinking  driver,  engineer,  captain,  sailor,  and  workman  cause 
more  waste  of  property,  and  more  loss  of  life,  than  all  the  elements 
of  providence.  It  is  tornado  within  that  does  the  mischief;  and 
it  needs  no  eagle  eye  to  see  the  character,  or  the  guilt  of  those 
who  are  instrumental  in  raising  it ;  and  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  fore- 
tell that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  no  provident  man  will  have  the 
cause  of  it,  on  board  his  vessel.  More  than  five  thousand  drunk- 
ards have  also  ceased  to  use  intoxicating  drinks ;  and  are,  as 
every  drunkard  who  adopts  and  pursues  this  course  will  be — sober 
Men, 

There  is  no  tendency  in  the  government  of  (Jod  to  make  drunk- 
ards ;  and  it  is  not  possible  for  any  person  who  lives  under  it  to 
become  one,  except  through  his  own  guilty  instrumentality,  or  that 
of  others.  And  even  if  a  man  has  become  a  drunkard,  and  sunk 
to  the  lowest  depths  of  degradation,  let  that  man  cease,  by  his  own 
wickedness,  to  perpetuate  that  degradation,  and  the  providence  of 
God  will  make  him  sober,  and  will  infallibly  keep  him  sober,  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  on  the  simple  condition,  which  we  must  think 
is  most  reasonable,  that  he  shall  just  refrain  from  making  himself, 
by  his  own  voluntary  wickedness,  a  drunkard.     And  were  there 
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no  man  to  exert  an  influence  for  making  drunkards  in  opposition 
to  that  of  (jody  there  never  would  be  one.  Let  all  men  make  it 
their  object  to  imitate  him,  and  drunkenness  will  cease  from 
under  heaven.  Wherever  they  do  this,  it  does  cease.  And  the 
grand  instrumentality  of  leading  drunkards  to  become  sober  men, 
is  example ;  united,  consistent,  and  persevering  example.  This 
is  indeed  the  grand  engine  for  the  moral  renovation  of  the  world ; 
and  never  has  its  deep  and  all-pervading  power  been  more  con- 
spicuously manifested  than  in  the  entire  reformation  of  more  than 
five  thousand  drunkards,  within  five  years.  From  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  towns  in  Maine,  returns  are  made  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  drunkards,  who  are  now  sober  men.  An  equal  number 
in  proportion  to  the  population  throughout  the  State,  would  make 
more  than  a  tliousand ;  and  throughout  the  United  States,  more 
than  thirty  thousand.  Drunkards  were  lately  thought  by  all,  and 
ore  by  many  thought  now,  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  moral 
influence.  But  let  all  sober  men  set  an  example,  united,  public 
and  persevering,  which  drunkards  may  safely  follow,  and  the 
world  will  be  convinced  of  its  mistake  and  even  drunkards  by 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  not  only  become  sober,  but  be  led 
to  glorify  Grod. 

Among  the  multitude  of  cases,  known  to  the  Committee,  they 
will  mention  only  three.  One  was  a  man  of  respectable  employ- 
ment, character  and  property,  with  an  amiable  and  intelligent  wife, 
and  a  number  of  lovely  children.  He  became  a  drunkard,  lost  his 
property,  and  sunk  to  the  lowest  depths  of  inebriety  and  debase- 
ment. The  family  experienced  all  the  heart  breaking  evils  com- 
mon in  such  cases ;  and  some  that  were  very  peculiar.  For  more 
than  ten  years,  they  struggled  hard  amidst  an  almost  unheard  of 
complication  of  trials,  till  the  case  appeared  to  be  hopeless ;  when 
after  many  fruitless  removes  from  place  to  place,  and  changes  of 
many  kinds,  they  removed  about  thirty  miles  into  a  neighbourhood, 
in  which  no  individual  sold  ardent  spirit,  and  no  one  drank  it. 
And  when  this  solitary  drunkard  looked  around  and  saw  not  an 
individual,  who  would  touch  the  drunkard's  poison,  except  himself, 
and  all  were  far  happier  than  he,  he  said,  what  thousands  of  drunk- 
ards under  similar  circumstances  would  say,  '*  If  other  people  can 
do  without,  I  can."  He  had  no  idea  of  being  singular  and  sustain- 
ing all  the  odium  of  drunkard  making,  and  drunkenness  alone. 
He  resolved  to  be  like  other  people.  And  when  our  Secretary 
saw  him,  he  had  taken  nothing  that  intoxicates  for  three  years ; 
was  a  respectable  man,  and  his  family  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. "  That "  said  a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  *^  is  one 
of  the  trophies  of  the  Temperance  Reformation.  For  ten  years 
not  a  woman  in  the  United  States  perhaps  sufibred  more  than  that 
woman ;  but  for  three  years,  her  house  bas  beea  the  ibode  of 


40  AMSRICAN    TEBfPERANCE    SOCIETT.  [266 

peace  and  joy."  But,  says  one,  "  I  don't  believe  a  drunkard 
was  ever  reformed.  I  have  seen  such  cases,  where  they  have 
broken  off  for  a  time,  but  they  have  all  gone  back,  and  have  gene- 
rally become  worse  than  before."  That  many  who  for  a  time 
break  off,  go  back,  there  is  no  doubt.  But  why  do  they  go  back  ? 
Because  some  sober  men  set  them  the  example  of  using  tliat  which 
carries  them  back  ;  and  some  perhaps  urge  them  to  use  it,  or  for 
a  mere  pittance  of  worldly  gain,  will  sell  it  to  them,  and  thus  en- 
tice them  to  do,  what  no  drunkard  can  do  and  reform,  drink  the 
drunkard's  poison.  Such  men  are  their  destroyers.  Every 
drunkard  will  live  and  die  a  sober  man,  if  he  drinks  nothing  that 
intoxicates ;  but,  if  he  uses  distilled,  or  fermented  liquors,  he  must 
expect  to  die  a  drunkard.  And  those  who  by  example  or  busi- 
'  ness  are  accessory  to  his  use  of  it,  are  sharers  in  his  guilt ;  and 
will  unless  they  repent  be  partakers  in  his  plagues.  But  the  idea 
that  drunkards  in  great  numbers  will  not  be  radically  and  perma- 
nently reformed,  if  sober  men  will  set  tliem  an  example,  which 
they  may  safely  follow,  is  entirely  without  foundation,  and  contrary 
to  conclusive  evidence. 

A  gentleman  in  one  of  our  cities  accosted  our  Secretary,  as  he 
was  walking  in  the  streets,  and  said,  "  There  is  one  thing,  which, 
as  you  go  about  the  country,  and  speak  on  the  subject  of  Tempe- 
rance, I  wish  you  to  impress  particularly  on  the  minds  of  sober 
men.  They  must  set  an  example,  which  drunkards  may  safely 
follow ;  and  if  they  will  do  that,  and  not  avoid  the  drunkard,  or 
pass  him  by  and  neglect  him,  but  go  to  him,  and  treat  him  kindly, 
and  say.  Come  now,  though  you  are  wretched,  and  your  family  are 
wretched,  and  while  you  continue  your  present  course  you  never 
can  be  any  better,  yet  you  are  not  lost.  Break  off  the  use  of  spirit, 
and  you  will  find  many  that  are  ready  to  help  you.  They  often 
think  they  are  lost,  and  that  if  they  should  reform  nobody  would  ever 
care  for  them,  and  they  never  could  be  any  thing.  I  know  bow 
they  feel,  I  have  had  full  experience.  And  it  will  affect  them  ex- 
ceedingly, to  find  that  they  have  friends,  and  that  people  feel  kind 
toward  them,  and  wish  to  help  them.  There  is  another  thing. 
I  want  to  have  it  impressed  on  their  minds,  that  they  may  break 
off  entirely,  and  at  once,  and  it  will  not  kill  them.  They  often 
think  that  should  they  break  off  suddenly  it  will  kill  them  and  the 
devil  tries  to  have  them  think  so  and  it  is  the  doctrine  of  some 
people.  But  without  the  least  danger  they  may  break  off  at  once. 
And  there  is  no  other  way.  If  sober  men  will  all  set  them  the  ex- 
ample, treat  them  kindly,  and  as  they  break  off  help  them  into 
business,  it  will  be  the  salvation  of  thousands.  I  hope  sir,  you 
will  bear  this  in  mind.  The  Lord  bless  you,  in  your  great  and 
good  work.  Good  bve."  To  be  thus  accostea  by  a  stranger 
awakened  a  desire  to  know  who  and  what  he  was.    Meeting  a 
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merchant,  the  Secretary  made  the  inquiry.     ''  Oh,"  (said   the 

merchant,)  "his  name  is .    He  used  to  be  picked  up  in  the 

street  here,  and  carried  home  a  number  of  times  in  the  week, 

drunk.     He  is  now  the  Cashier  of Bank,  a  very  respectable 

and  most  excellent  man."  His  employment  is  of  course  sufficient 
evidence  of  his  entire  reformation.  And  of  the  correctness  of  his 
views  on  this  subject  we  have  a  most  striking  exhibition  in  the  fol- 
lowing facts. 

As  our  Secretary  was  passing  in  the  public  stage  from  Baltimore 
to  Washington,  a  genteel  looking  stranger  accosted  him,  saying, 
"  How  does  tlie  Temperance  cause  prosper  now? "  "It  goes  well, 
said  the  Secretary,  "  where  they  do  the  needfid  work ;  but  it  will 
not  go  in  any  place  without  labor."  "  It  is  making  great  progress," 
said  the  stranger,  "  in  our  part  of  the  country.  It  is  most  sur- 
prizing what  it  is  doing.  It  is  saving  many,  even  of  the  drunkards. 
There  was  a  case  of  a  man  in  my  employment  that  has  inter- 
ested me  very  much.  He  is  a  mechanic,  of  the  first  order ;  was 
married  into  a  respectable  family,  and  was  once  a  man  of  pro- 
perty. But  he  lost  it,  and  became  a  drunkard.  He  had  a  large 
family  of  sons  and  daughters.  His  wife  struggled  long  and  hard 
to  support  them,  and  sustain  tlie  family.  But  it  was  too  much  ; 
she  sunk  under  it.  For  more  than  a  year  she  had  been  confined 
to  her  room,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  to  her  bed ;  and  was 
evidently  sinking  to  the  grave.  Not  unfrequently  they  were  en- 
tirely destitute  of  provision  ;  and  what  was  earned  by  the  father 
and  sons  was  expended  for  liquor ;  till  they  sunk  so  low  that  no- 
body would  trust  them.  His  boys  seemed  to  be  stupid,  and  to 
have  in  a  measure  lost  their  minds  by  dissipation.  They  would 
undertake  ajob  of  work  as  quick  for  a  shilling,  as  they  would  foi 
a  dollar.  They  seemed  hardly  to  know  the  difference,  and  when 
they  got  it,  they  would  spend  a  dollar  for  spirit,  as  quick  as  a  shil- 
ling. They  sometimes  worked  in  the  factory ;  but  they  were  so 
stupid,  that  the  overseer  would  not  trust  them  to  mend  a  band  or 
oil  a  gudgeon,  or  do  any  such  thing.  You  could  put  no  confidence 
in  them.  And  the  mother  being  sick  and  no  one  to  take  care  of 
any  thing,  they  were  most  wretched — and  seemed  to  have  no  re- 
solution, or  desire  to  do  any  thing,  except  just  to  get  the  means  of 
intoxication.  I  met  the  doctor  one  day,  as  he  came  from  the 
house,  and  I  asked  him,  '  What  is  the  matter  of  that  woman  ? '  and 
he  said,  ^  Nothing.  She  has  no  disease  upon  her.  It  is  trouble, 
nothing  but  trouble,  and  their  destitute  wretched  condition.  And 
that  will  sink  her  to  the  grave,  if  she  cannot  be  relieved.'  So  I 
thought  of  it,  and  resolved  that  I  would  make  one  more  eShri  to  *■ 
save  them.  I  knew  that  in  my  business  there  was  hardly  a  man 
in  the  country  that  would  do  better  than  he,  if  he  would  onhr  Imp 
sober.  One  day  I  went  to  him,  when  be  was  sober :  and  I  toll 
4*  6 
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him,  You  know  that  you  are  wretched,  and  your  family  are 
wretched.  Your  wife  is  sick,  and  will  no  doubt  die  if  she  caDnot 
get  relief.  And  the  great  cause  is  trouble.  And  you  never  can 
be  in  any  better  condition  unless  you  break  off  entirely  the  use  of 
spirit.  If  you  will  do  that,  I  will  take  you  and  your  boys  into  my 
employ.  I  will  give  you  so  much  and  pay  you  every  week,  and 
in  such  a  time  1  will  raise  your  wages.  You  may  yet  be  a  re- 
spectable man,  and  support  your  family  well,  and  be  comfortable. 
But  it  is  all  on  the  condition  that  you  do  not  drink  intoxicatiDg 
liquor.  If  you  do,  I  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  you  ;  you 
know  I  don't  have  it  in  my  establishment.  The  man  thought  of  it 
and  he  seemed  to  be  affected.  I  treated  him  very  kindly.  He 
finally  said  he  would  do  it ;  and  came  to  the  resolution  that  he 
would  break  off  that  very  day.  The  next  day  he  went  to  work, 
and  did  very  well  about  a  month.  His  boys  too  began  to  im- 
prove ;  they  treated  him  more  respectfully,  and  were  more  kind 
to  one  another.  But  at  the  close  of  the  month  he  came  to  me 
and  said  he  could  not  get  along ;  his  creditors  were  calling  upon 
him  every  day,  and  he  could  not  pay  them  and  support  his  fam- 
ily. It  was  a  gone  case  with  him,  and  he  had  as  good  give  up 
first  as  last.  His  creditors,  you  see,  whom  he  owed  for  spirit,  and 
who  before  could  not  get  their  pay,  as  he  had  gone  to  work  and 
was  earning  something,  thought  that  now  was  their  time  to  get 
their  money,  and  they  were  constantly  calling  upon  him.  I  told 
him.  Never  mind,  keep  to  work,  you  are  doing  well.  I  will  raise 
your  wages.  And  when  your  creditors  call,  send  them  to  me ;  1 
u-ill  take  care  of  them.  And  he  again  went  to  work.  They  soon 
began  to  have  things  more  comfortable  in  their  family,  the  mother 
began  to  get  better  ;  and  the  boys  did  improve  most  wonderfully. 
They  began  to  feel  that  they  had  some  character,  and  being  better 
fed,  and  clotlied,  and  treated  with  attention,  il  had  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  them.  The  family  were  soon  clad  so  as  to  attend 
public  worship ;  the  children  were  fitted  out  to  the  sabbath  schools, 
and  the  younger  ones  sent  to  school  during  the  week.  1  went  to 
the  house  last  autumn  and  found  it  well  stored  with  provisions ; 
they  had  a  large  pile  of  wood,  enough  to  last  through  the  winter; 
the  mother  was  about  the  house  well,  and  you  can't  think  what  a 
change  there  was  in  the  appearance  of  things.  The  father  and 
mother,  and  one  of  the  sons  have  become  hopefully  pious,  and  are 
members  of  the  Church.  One  of  the  sons  a  few  days  ago  bought 
his  time  of  his  father,  till  he  is  twenty-one,  and  gave  him  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  And  if  he  continues  as  he  is  now  doing,  he  will 
earn  the  money,  support  himself,  and  gain  several  hundred  dollars 
beside.  And  these  boys,  which  were  so  stupid  that  they  coukl 
hardly  do  any  thing,  are  now  among  the  most  active,  ingenious  and 
enterprising  youth  I  ever  saw ;  they  can  do  almost  any  thing.    I 
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have  a  case  of  a  few  little  tilings  in  my  pocket,  which  they  havs 
manufrictured.  See  there,"  (showing  a  number  of  implements, 
which  they  had  wrought  of  die  most  beautiful  proportions,  and  ex- 
quisite workmanship)  "  those  are  wholly  of  their  own  manufacture. 
And  I  have  paid  their  father  already,  lor  his  labor  and  theirs,  the 
present  year,  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  Oh, 
this  Temperance  Reformation  is  one  of  tlic  noblest  things  in  the 
world."  Our  Secretary,  on  hearing  this,  could  not  but  advert  to 
the  declarations  of  the  Cashier  referred  to — "  Treat  them  kindly, 
and  tell  them  to  break  off  now  entirely  and  we  will  help  you.  Oh  ! 
it  will  be  like  life  from  the  dead  to  them.  And  they  may  break 
off  at  once,  it  will  not  kill  them.  There  is  no  other  way."  All 
experience  testifies,  and  the  Committee,  had  they  the  power,  would 
echo  the  declaration  round  the  globe,  "  There  is  no  other  way." 
And  though  there  be  other  ways  that  seem  right  to  some  men,  the 
end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death.  That  man,  and  thousands  of 
others  like  him,  through  grace  are  now  safe,  on  one  condition,  viz. 
that  they  continue  not  to  take  any  intoocicating  drink.  But  if  they 
drink  any  quantity  of  any  thing  that  intoxicates,  they  may  expect 
to  die  drunkards.  And  the  use  of  these  drinks  by  sober  men,  wiH 
make  multitudes  of  them  drunkards,  and  roll  the  burning,  deso- 
lating curse  over  future  generations.  It  is  to  prevent  this,  to  save 
all  that  can  be  saved  of  the  drunkards,  and  pour  the  tide  of  life, 
light  and  joy,  over  their  families ;  and  to  prevent  all  youth,  and 
sober  men,  from  becoming  drunkards,  or  engulphing  any  more 
families  in  the  fathomless  abyss  of  the  drunkard's  woes,  that  the 
Committee  began,  have  prosecuted,  and  intend  perseveringly  to 
continue  their  arduous  labors.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
unborn  millions,  from  becoming,  through  their  own  guilty  instru- 
mentality, and  that  of  others,  intemperate  ;  and  entailing  its  curses 
to  endless  ages.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  they  labor,  by  light  and 
love,  to  convince  the  understanding  and  impress  the  hearts  of  all, 
that  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  or  to  furnish  it  as  a  drink  for  others,  b 
sin.  And,  it  having  been  decided,  by  a  court  from  which  there  is 
.  no  appeal,  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  they  would  continue 
earnestly  to  beseech  all  men,  for  their  own  sakes,  and  especially 
for  the  sake  of  others,  entirely  and  forever  to  renounce  it.  And 
the  immutable  and  eternal  principles  of  the  divine  government,  the 
explicit,  unerring  declarations  of  the  divine  word,  and  the  mighty 
and  august  developments  of  divine  providence,  ail  ensure  ultimate, 
universal,  and  triumphant  success. 
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LAWS 
WHICH  AUTHORISE  THE  TRAFHC  IN  ARDENT  SPfRTT  A8  A 

DRINK,  MORALLY  WRONG. 


i 


The  American  Temperance  Society,  at  the  commencemeDt, 
took  the  ground  that  to  drink  ardent  spirit  is  mordUy  wrong;  and 
in  their  Reports  they  have  exhibited  the  reasons  which  demon- 
strate its  truth.  Millions  in  this  country  have  embraced  this  truth, 
and  are  now  acting  under  its  influence.  Its  influence  has  also 
been  extended  to  other  countries,  and  great  numbers  in  foreign 
lands  are  imitating  our  example. 

The  next  position  taken  by  the  Society,  was,  that  it  is  wicked  to 
make  ardent  spirit,  or  to  furnish  it  4o  be  drunk  by  others.  This 
too  they  accompanied  by  legitimate  and  abundant  proof;  and  it  has 
been  embraced ;  as  whole  counties  in  which  it  is  now  a  violatioD 
even  of  human  law  to  sell  it,  and  of  a  thousand  churches  in  wfaicb 
there  is  not  a  man  who  prosecutes  the  business,  and  thousands  of 
otber  churches  that  are  struggling  to  throw  off  the  mighty  incubus, 
abundantly  testify.  It  is  shown  ^^Iso  by  the  existence  of  more 
than  six  thousand  Temperance  Societies,  embracing  more  than  a 
million  of  members ;  pledged  to  abstain  from  the  drinking  of  ardeot 
spirit,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it,  and  also  to  use  all  suitable  means 
to  cause  this  to  become  universal.  The  means  by  which  such  a 
result  may  be  expected,  is  the  universal  conviction  that  the  drinking 
of  ardent  spirit,  or  the  furnishing  it  to  be  drunk  by  others,  is  sin; 
an  offence  against  God,  and  injurious  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  in- 
terests of  men.  Whatever  tends  to  produce  this  conviction  tends 
to  promote  the  Temperance  Reformation ;  and  whatever  tends  to 
prevent  the  one,  tends  to  hinder  the  other.  Perhaps  nothing  now 
stands  more  in  the  way  of  producing  this  conviction,  and  causbgit 
to  become  universal,  than  the  fact,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit 
is  authorised  by  law ;  and  tlius  receives  the  sanction  and  support 
of  legislation.  This  is  a  public  testimony  to  the  world  that  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirit,  and  oi^  course  the  drinking  of  it,  are  right ;  a 
fundamental  and  fatal  error,  destructive  in  its  effects  to  the  life  that 
now  is,  and  to  that  which  is  to  come.  The  next  thing  to  be  ac- 
complished therefor^,  is,  by  the  universal  diffiision  of  information 
and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral  influence,  to  produce  throughout 
the  community,  the  conviction,  that  the  laws  which  authorise  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it,  are 
morally  wrong  ;  opposed  in  their  influence  to  the  laws  of  God ; 
and  that  the  public  good,  instead  of  requiring  that  some  men  should 
sell  ardent  spirit,  utterly  fcMrbids  that  this  should  be  done  by  any ; 
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and  that  no  men  or  body  of  men  who  understand,  or  have  the 
means  of  understanding  this  subject,  can  be  instrumental  in  making 
such  laws  without  the  commission  of  sin.  And  as  such  laws  are 
morally  wrong,  they  never  can  be  politically  right,  or  beneficial,  or 
expedient.  While  Jehovah  lives,  righteousness,  and  that  alone  will 
exalt  a  nation ;  sin  in  any  form,  and  especially  if  sanctioned  by  law, 
will  be  a  reproach,  and  a  nuisance  to  any  people.  That  this  is 
plainly  and  strongly  the  case  witli  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  that 
the  laws  which  authorise  it  are  morally  wrong,  and  in  their  influ- 
ence opposed  to  the  will  of  God  is  manifest  from  the  following 
considerations,  viz : 

I.  Ardent  spirit  is  a  poison,  and  the  drinking  of  it  is  not  needful, 
or  beneficial  to  men.  Even  the  moderate  use  of  it  is  positively 
hurtful ;  and  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  heahh,  and  of  life.  Of 
course  no  man  has  a  natural  right  to  furnish  it ;  or  to  wish  for 
laws  which  shall  authorise  him  to  do  it.  And  no  man  acquainted 
with  the  subject  can  be  instrumental  in  making  laws  which  shall 
authorise  others  to  do  it,  even  in  a  savage  state,  widiout  guilt.  Such 
laws  would  legalize  sin,  and  violate  the  law  of  God. 

II.  No  man  acquires  a  right  to  make  such  laws  by  entering  into 
society  ;  and  no  body  of  men  by  the  establishment  of  civil  govern- 
ment. The  only  legitimate  object  of  government  is  to  protect, 
and  to  benefit  the  community.  It  has  no  right,  any  more  than  in- 
dividuals, to  injure  that  community  :  or  to  pass  laws  which  autho- 
rise others  to  do  it.  And  if  it  does,  it  violates  the  divine  will ;  and 
the  individuals  who  compose  it,  will,  at  the  divine  tribunal,  and 
ought  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
effects.  The  personal  responsibility  of  each  individual  for  the  in- 
fluence which  he  exerts,  is  in  no  case  merged  in  the  general  mass ; 
or  swallowed  up  and  lost  in  the  responsibility  of  the  body.  Each 
one  is  bound  by  obligations  which  he  can  never  throw  off,  in  what- 
ever situation  or  capacity  he  may  act,  to  honor  God,  and  do  the 
greatest  good  of  which  he  is  capable  to  mankind.  In  no  case  has 
he  a  right  to  injure  others  or  be  instrumental  in  making  laws  which 
will  authorise  them  to  do  it.  It  would  be  having  a  right  to  do 
wrong,  which  carries  on  its  face  evidence  of  falsehood. 

III.  The  authorising  of  men  by  law  to  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as 
a  drink,  is  inconsistent  with  the  temperance  of  the  community. 
Temperance  is  the  moderate  and  proper  use  of  things  beneficial, 
and  it  is  abstinence  from  things  hurtful.  Ardent  spirit  being  one 
of  the  hurtful  things,  temperance  with  regard  to  this,  is  abstinence, 
perpetual,  entire,  universal  abstinence.  But  by  authorizing  men  to 
sell  it,  and  professing  to  do  this  for  the  public  good,  legislators  de- 
clare that  to  buy  and  drink  it  is  right,  and  useful.  This  is  not 
only  false,  but  promotes  intemperance.  To  use  a  thing  which  is  m 
its  nature  hurtlul  is  intemperance,  no  less  really  than  to  use  a  beo* 
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eficial  thing  to  excess ;  and  is  often  more  injurious ;  especialh 
when  the  use  of  it,  as  in  the  case  of  ardent  spirit,  even  la  smaB 
quantities,  tends  to  a  constant  increase.  To  teach  the  doctrine 
then  by  legislation,  that  it  is  right  to  drink  it,  in  any  quantity,  is  to 

!>romote  intemperance ;  to  inculcate  a  doctrine  which  tends  to 
brm  intemperate  appetites,  and  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  a 
great  portion  of  all  the  drunkenness  in  the  world.     It  does  ioh 
mense  injury  in  another  way,  by  increasing  the  difficuky  of  con- 
vincing men  that  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  or  to  furnish  it  to  be  drunk 
by  others,  is  sin.     Many  see  no  difference  between  what  is  legal, 
and  what  is  right.     With  them,  the  standard  of  right  and  wrong  b 
human  law.     If  a  thing  is  legal  and  they  wish  to  do  it  they  take  it 
for  graqted  that  it  is  right.     Show  that  it  dishonors  God,  and  de- 
stroys men,  and  is  therefore  wrong,  they  meet  you  with  the  fact 
that  it  is  legal,  and  therefore  conclude  that  it  is  right ;  and  thus  thejr 
ward  off  the  conviction,  which  they  would   otherwise  feel,  of  its 
enormous  wickedness  and  guilt.     They  tell  you  tliat  it  is  allowed 
by  law  ;  that  they  have  gotten  a  license  and  paid  for  it;  that  this  is 
a  land  of  liberty ;  and  begin  to  clamor  about  their  rights  to  increase 
the  taxes,  demoralize  the  character,  destroy  the  health,  shorten  the 
lives,  and  ruin  the  souls  of  men  ;  or  else,  which  is  more  commoo, 
contend  in  opposition  to  facts  that  their  business  does  not  do  this. 
"  If  it  did,"  sajr  they,  "  legislators  would  not  license  it.     Thejr 
know  what  is  right,  and  as  they  have  made  laws,  authorizing  it, 
and  as  they  expressly  say,  for  the  public  good,  it  is  right,  legally, 
and  morally  right  for  us  to  conunue  to  sell  it, — all  its  consequences," 
which  they  acknowledge  are  tremendous,  '*  and  all  that  temperance 
people  say  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."     This,  were  legisla- 
tors right  in  authorising  the  traffic,  would  be  true  ;  and  it  would 
present  a  barrier  to  the  triumph  of  Temperance,  which  would  be 
absolutely  and  forever  impregnable  ;  and  it  would  roll  the  burning 
current  of  desolation  and  death  over  man  to  all  future  generations. 
And  the  fact  that  legislators,  as  well  as  rum-sellers  and  rum  drink- 
ers act  as  if  it  were  right,  and  as  if  the  public  good  required  that 
some  men  should  continue  the  traffic,  presents  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  tlie  progress  of  the  Temperance  Reform.     It  prevents 
in  the  minds  of  thousands,  the  conviction  of  the  demoralizing  char- 
acter, the  deadly  effects,  the  enormous  injustice,  the  gross  oppres- 
sion, the  high  handed  immorality,  and  the  tremendous  guilt  of  that 
desolaung  traffic.     Were  it  not  for  the  ramparts  which  legislation 
has  thrown  around  it,  the  pressure  of  public  indignation,  as  light 
and  virtue  increase,  and  facts  are  developed,  would  sweep  it  away ; 
or  sink  it  into  the  abyss  from  which  its  fires,  smoke,  and  stench, 
would  no  more  escape  to  annoy  and  desolate  the  earth. 

IV.  Laws  which  authorise  the  licensing  of  men  to  traffic  in 
^dent  spirit,  violate  the  first  principles  of  political  economy,  and 
are  highly  bjurious  to  the  wealth  oi  a  natioo. 
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The  weallb  of  a  nation  consists  of  the  wealth  of  all  the  individu- 
als that  compose  it.  The  sources  of  weahh  are  labor,  land,  and 
capital.  The  last  is  indeed  the  product  of  the  two  former ;  but  as 
it  may  be  used  to  increase  their  value,  it  is  considered  by  wnters 
on  political  economy,  as  one  of  the  original  sources  of  national 
wealth.  Whatever  lessens  either  of  these,  or  their  productiveness 
when  employed  upon  each  other,  lessens  the  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try. Capital  may  be  employed  in  two  ways ;  either  to  produce 
new  capital,  or  merely  to  aflbrd  gratification,  and  in  the  production 
of  tliat  gratification  be  consumed,  without  replacing  its  value.  The 
first  may  be  called  capital,  and  the  last  expenditure.  These  will 
of  course  bear  inverse  proportions  to  each  other.  If  the  first  be 
large,  the  last  must  be  smaU,  and  vice  versa.  Without  any  change 
of  the  amount  of  wealth,  capital  will  be  increased  by  the  lessening 
of  expenditure,  and  lessened  by  the  increase  of  expenditure.  Al- 
though the  manner  of  dividing  makes  no  difference  with  the  pres- 
ent amount  of  national  wealth,  it  makes  a  great  difference  with  the 
future  amount ;  as  it  alters  materiaDy  the  sources  of  producbg  it, 
the  means  of  an  equal,  or  increased  reproduction. 

For  instance,  a  man  fond  of  noise  and  excited  agreeably  by  the 
hearing  of  it,  pays  a  dollar  for  gunpowder,  and  touches  fire  to  it. 
He  occasions  an  entire  loss  of  that  amount  of  property.  Although 
the  powder  maker  and  the  merchant,  may  both  have  received  their 
pay,  if  it  has  not  benefited  the  man,  to  him  it  has  been  a  total  loss ; 
and  if  the  sale  of  it  was  no  more  profitable  than  would  have  been 
the  sale  of  some  useful  article,  it  has  been  an  enUre  loss  to  the 
community.  And  if  by  the  explosion  the  man  is  burnt,  partially 
loses  his  reason,  is  taken  off  for  a  time  from  business,  and  confined 
by  sickness  to  his  bed,  must  have  nurses,  physicians,  &c.  the  loss 
is  still  increased.  And  if  he  never  recovers  fully  his  health,  or 
reason,  suffers  in  his  social  affections  and  moral  sensibility,  becomes 
less  faithful  in  the  education  of  his  children,  and  they  are  more  ex- 
posed to  temptation  and  ruin,  and  he  is  never  again  as  able  or 
willing  to  be  habitually  employed  in  j)roductive  labor,  the  nation 
loses  equal  to  the  amount  ot  all  these  put  togetlier.  And  if  his  ex- 
ample leads  other  men  to  spend,  and  to  suffer  in  the  same  way, 
the  loss  is  still  farther  increased  ;  and  so  on,  through  all  its  effects. 

And  even  though  the  powder  maker  and  the  merchant  have 
made  enormous  profit,  this  does  not  prevent  the  loss  to  the  com- 
munity ;  any  more  than  the  enormous  profit  of  lottery  gamblers,  or 
counterfeiters  of  the  public  coin,  prevents  loss  to  the  community. 
Nor  does  it  meet  the  case,  to  say  that  the  property  only  changes 
bands.    This  is  not  true.     The  man  who  sold  the  powder  made  a 

iirofit  of  only  a  part  even  of  the  money  which  the  other  man  pmd 
or  it ;  while  he  lost  not  only  the  whole,  but  vasdy  more.    The 
whole  of  the  original  cost  was  only  a  smaU  part  of  the  loss  to  the 
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buyer,  and  to  the  nation.  The  merchant  gained  nothing  of  the 
time,  and  oilier  numerous  expences,  which  the  buyer  lost ;  nor 
does  he  in  any  way  remunerate  the  community  for  tliat  loss. 

Suppose  that  man,  instead  of  buying  the  powder,  had  bought  a 
pair  of  shoes ;  and  that  the  tanner  and  the  shoemaker  had  gained 
in  this  case,  what  the  powder-maker  and  the  merchant  gained  in 
the  other ;  and  that  by  the  use  of  the  shoes,  though  they  were 
finally  worn  out,  the  man  gained  twice  as  much  as  he  gave  for 
them  ;  without  any  loss  of  health,  or  reason,  social  affection,  or 
moral  susceptibility;  and  without  any  of  the  consequent  evils. 
Who  cannot  see  tliat  it  would  have  increased  his  weallli,  and  that  of 
the  nation,  wiUiout  injury  to  any,  and  have  promoted  the  bene6t 
of  all. 

This  illustrates  the  principle  with  regard  to  ardent  spirit.  A  man 
buys  a  quantity  of  it,  and  drinks  it ;  when  he  would  be,  as  is  the 
case  with  every  man,  in  all  respects  better  without  it.  It  is  to  him 
an  entire  loss.  The  merchant  may  have  made  a  profit  of  one 
quarter  of  the  cost,  but  the  buyer  loses  the  whole  ;  and  be  loses 
the  time  employed  in  obtaining  and  drinking  it.  He  loses  also, 
and  the  community  loses,  equal  to  all  its  deteriorating  effects  upon 
his  body  and  mind,  his  children,  and  all  who  come  under  his  in- 
fluence. His  land  becomes  less  productive.  The  capital  of  course 
produced  by  his  land  and  labor  is  diminished ;  and  thus  the  means 
are  diminished  of  future  reproduction.  And  by  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure in  proportion  to  the  capital,  it  is  still  farther  diminished, 
till  to  meet  the  increasingly  disproportionate  expences,  the  whole  is 
often  taken,  and  the  means  of  future  reproduction  are  entirely  ex- 
hausted. Andas  there  is  no  seed  to  sow,  there  is  of  course  no  fu- 
ture harvest.  This  is  but  a  simple  history  of  what  is  taking  place  in 
thousands  of  cases  continually ;  and  of  what  is  the  tendency  of  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  from  beginning  to  end.  It  lessens  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  land  and  labor,  and  of  course  diminishes  the  amount 
thus  in  botii  of  capital;  while  in  proportion,  it  increases  the  expen- 
diture, and  ways  is  constantly  exhausting  the  means  of  future  re- 
production. And  this  is  its  tendency,  in  all  its  bearings,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  used,  from  the  man  who  takes  only  his  ^ass, 
to  the  man  who  takes  his  quart  a  day.  It  is  a  palpable  and  gross 
violation  of  all  correct  principles  of  political  economy ;  and  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  tends  to  diminish  all  the  sources  of  national  wealth. 

" Oh,"  said  a  merchant  in  a  large  country  store,  "it  is  a  horri- 
ble business.  When  I  set  up  my  store  at  this  corner,  there  were 
within  a  mile,  a  great  number  of  able  thriving  farmers  ;  but  now 
about  half  of  them  arc  ruined  ;  and  many  of  them  were  ruined  at 
my  store.  And  there  is  not  a  store  in  die  country  that  sells  ardent 
spirit,  but  what  tends  to  produce  similar  results.  Oh|  it  is  a  hor- 
rible business."    And  are  not  the  laws  which  sanction  it  horrible 
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laws  ?  Do  they  not  tend  by  their  whole  influence  to  render  the 
business  respectable,  to  perpetuate  it,  and  permanently  to  produce 
such  results  ?  results  none  the  less  horrible  because  produced  ac- 
cording to  law ;  and  which  stamp  the  law  that  sanctions  the  busi- 
ness which  produces  them,  with  the  dark,  deep  and  indelible  im- 
press of  vice  ? 

Nor  was  it  by  any  means  the  greatest  of  the  evils,  that  those 
farmers  were  ruined.  In  many  cases  too,  their  children  were  ru- 
ined ;  and  the  community  was  deprived  of  the  benefits  which  they 
might  otherwise  have  conferred  upon  it.  Nor  was  this  all,  but 
many  of  them  were  thrown  as  a  public  burden  into  the  alms-house, 
to  be  supported  by  a  tax  on  the  sober  and  industrious.  Another 
part  were  corrupting  the  children  and  youth,  and  demoralizing  so- 
ciety by  the  influence  of  their  loathsome  and  pestiferous  example. 
Was  not  that  merchant  then  prosecuting  a  business  which,  toward 
the  community,  was  palpably  unjust?  And  are  not  the  laws 
which  sanction  it,  equally  unjust  ?  What  moral  right  have  legisla- 
tors to  pass  laws,  which  enable  men  legally  to  injure  then*  fellow 
men,  to  increase  their  taxes,  and  expose  their  children  to  drunken- 
ness and  ruin  ? 

And  what  was  the  effect  ultimately  on  the  merchant  himself? 
We  say  ultimately;  because  it  does  not  follow,  even  if  he  for  a 
time  increased  his  profits  by  selling  spirit,  that  it  would  ultimately 
promote  his  benefit  A  passer  of  counterfeit  money,  may  some- 
times increase  his  present  profit ;  but  it  does  not  foUow  that  it  will 
ultimately  promote  even  his  pecuniary  interest. 

The  permanent,  valuable  customers  of  that  merchant,  were  con- 
standy  diminishing,  as  their  ability  was  diminishing  to  purchase  his 
goods,  or  to  pay  for  them.  Their  farms  were  growing  up  to  briars 
and  tliorns,  the  enclosures  were  falling  down  ;  their  buildings  were  in 
ruin,  their  implements  of  husbandry  scattered,  or  worn  out ;  their  chil- 
dren were  at  the  grogshop  or  the  scene  of  revelry  and  dissipation, 
and  their  whole  interest  was  withering  under  the  indignation  of  the 
Almighty.  Of  course,  should  they  buy  they  had  next  to  nothing 
with  which  to  pay.  Many  died  insolvent,  and  the  merchant  not 
unfrequently  lost  in  bad  debts  from  his  rum  customers  more  than 
bis  profits.  And  as  the  value  of  property  around  him  diminished, 
as  is  generally  the  case  around  those  death-fountains,  tlie  value  of 
his  custom  diminished. 

Said  another  merchant,  who  has  made  a  great  estate,  but  never 
sold  a  drop  of  spirit,  "  When  you  shut  up  a  grogshop,  or  tear  it 
down  and  build  on  the  spot  a  respectable  store,  it  is  surprising 
how  rapidly  property  in  the  neighborhood  begins  immediately  to 
rise." 

Suppose  that  the  merchant  first  referred  to  had  sold  only  to  pro- 
ductive consumers ;    and  such  articles,  as  in  the   consumption 
5  7 
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would  more  than  have  replaced  their  value ;  as  was  the  case  with 
the  shoes,  as  is  the  case  with  needful  clothing,  provisions,  and  other 
useful  things.  The  property  of  the  farmers  would  have  been  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  of  course  the  value  of  their  custom  to  the 
merchant,  and  of  their  wealth  to  the  community.  Their  children 
with  increased  advantages,  might  more  than  have  filled  the  place  of 
their  fathers,  and  thus,  without  injury  to  any,  the  good  of  all  beeo 
promoted.  The  enormous  taxes,  for  the  support  of  paupers,  aod 
the  prosecutiort  of  criminals,  with  which  the  community  were  bur- 
dened, might  have  been  prevented ;  and  also  the  peculiar  expo- 
sure of  the  rising  generation  to  drunkenness,  death  and  bell.* 

So  with  all  farmers  and  all  merchants,  and  all  other  classes  of 
men  throughout  the  country.  The  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  is  a  curse 
to  the  whole  community  ;  a  cancer  on  the  vitals  of  all  the  sources 
of  national  wealth.  Even  if  the  present  profits  of  those  who  seD 
to  unproductive  consumers  were  more,  vastly  more  than  those  who 
sell  only  to  productive  consumers,  as  the  property  of  their  custom- 
ers diminishes,  and  of  course  their  ability  to  purchase,  their  future 
profits  must  be  less.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ability  of  productive 
consumers,  who  replace  what  they  consume  with  something  of 
greater  value,  constantly  increases ;  and  of  course  their  value  as 
customers.  They  can  purchase  next  year,  not  only  as  much  as 
they  have  purchased  this,  but  more ;  equal  to  the  value  of  the  addi- 
tion which  they  have  acquired,  or  a  proportion  of  it.  And  thus 
what  they  consume  becomes  a  source  continually  of  increased  re- 
production, not  only  to  them,  but  to  the  nation. f 

On  the  other  hand,  what  is  consumed  but  not  replaced  by  some- 
thing of  a  greater,  or  an  equal  value,  is  ultimately  lost — and  is,  to 
that  amount,  a  loss  to  the  country.  Whatever  causes  an  increase 
of  unproductive  consumption  therefore,  causes  a  decrease  of  na- 
tional wealth.  And  diis  evil  attaches  m  a  high  degree  and  to  an 
enormous  extent,  to  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit.  If  the  property 
which  the  consumers  pay  were  burnt,  all  would  acknowledge  it  to 
be  a  total  loss  ;  though  the  merchant  and  the  distiller  and  the  grain 
grower  might  all  have  received  their  pay.  But  it  would  in  that  case 
be  a  loss  vastly  less  than  it  is  now.  It  is  now  not  only  an  entire  loss, 
but  it  diminishes,  as  we  have  seen,  beyond  almost  any  thing  else 
the  sources  and  the  power  of  future  reproduction.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  a  source  of  great  present  loss,  but  also  a  prevention  of  vast 
future  gain.  It  diminishes  in  both  ways,  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
and  to  an  amount,  equal, 

1 .  To  the  whole  sum  which  consumers  pay  for  ardent  spirit ; 
estimated  by  those  who  are  but  acquainted  with  the  subject  at  about 
$60,000,000  annually. 

*  Appendix  £.  t  Appendix  F. 
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2.  The  loss  of  all  the  time  which  it  occasions. 

3.  The  diminished  productiveness  of  land,  labor  and  capital. 

4.  The  loss  of  health  and  reason ;  and  all  the  expenditures  which 
it  occasions. 

5.  The  cost  of  supporting  the  paupers,  and  prosecuting  the  crim- 
inals occasioned  by  it. 

6.  The  property  lost  in  consequence  of  it  by  casualties  on  the 
land  and  on  the  ocean. 

7.  The  shortening  of  human  life  and  the  consequent  loss  of  hu- 
man labor ;  amounting  in  all,  as  all  acquainted  with  the  subject 
admit,  to  a  sum  much  greater  than  the  cost  of  the  liquor.  One 
hundred  million  dollars  a  year  is  a  sum  far  less  than  is  lost  to  the 
United  States  by  this  destructive  traffic.  And  yet  this,  and  the 
diminution  of  future  gain  which  it  occasions,  would  in  one  genera- 
tion amount  to  a  sum  greater  than  the  present  value  of  all  the  real 
estate  in  the  country.  And  this  loss,  to  a  vast  extent,  is  borne  by 
those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it,  the  laboring  classes  of  the 
community.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  advert  for  a  moment  to  the 
beneficial  uses  to  which  this  money  might  be  applied ;  uses  bene- 
ficial to  the  individuals,  and  to  the  nation.     It  would  purchase 

4,000,000  sheep  at  $2,50  each  -        -        $10,000,000 

400,000  head  of  cattle  at  $25  each        -        -      10,000,000 

200,000  cows  at$  20  each        -        .        -  4,000,000 

40,000  horses  at  $100  each        -        -        .         4,000,000 

500,000  suit  of  men's  clothes  at  $20  -  10,000,000 

1,000,000  boys'  do.  at  $10     -        -        -        -       10,000,000 

600,000  womens'  do.  at  $10    ...        -     6,000,000 

1,000,000  girls'  do.  at  $3      -        -         -        -  3,000,000 

1,200,000  barrels  of  flour  at  $5  ...      6,000,000 

800,000  do.  beef  at  $10   -        -        -        -  8,000,000 

800,000  do.  pork  at  $12,50  ....     10,000,000 

3,000,000  bushels  of  com  50  cts.  -        -        -  1,600,000 

2,000,000  do.  potatoes  at  25  cts.         -        -        -         600,000 

10,000,000  lbs.  sugar  at  10  cts.       -        -        -  1,000,000 

400,000  do.  rice  at  5  cts.       ....  200,000 

and  2,000,000  gallons  of  molasses  at  40  cts.  a  gallon  -    800,000 

It  would  also  build, 
1000  churches  at  $6,000  each  -        -        -      $6,000,000 

support  2000  ministers  of  the  gospel,  at  $500  each  1,000,000 
build  8,000  school  houses,  at  $600  ...  4,000,000 
fumisli  600,000  newspapers  at  $200        -        -  1,000,000 

and  estabUsh  6,000  parish  libraries  at  $600  each,  3,000,000 

— and  all  in  a  single  year.  This  might  be  repeated,  year  after 
year,  making  in  one  generaticm  of  thirty  years,  thirty  times  the 

above  amount. 

Who  then  m  our  land  need  to  be  pocMT,  or  wretched  ?   And  what 
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need  to  hinder  this  land,  as  soon  as  its  population  might  wbh,  from 
becoming  Immanuel's  land  ;  its  peace  flowing  as  a  river,  and  its  * 
righteousness  and  blessings  as  the  waves  of  the  sea  ? 

But  the  loss  of  property,  great  as  it  is,  and  enough  to  stamp  the 
laws  which  authorise  the  business  that  occasions  it,  with  everlast- 
ing execration,  is  still  among  the  least  of  its  evils. 

V.  The  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  impairs  the  health  of 
the  nation.  Healtli  depends  on  one  great  law;  viz.  The  action  of 
certain  agents,  upon  their  appropriate  organs  in  the  human  body ; 
which  agents  and  organs,  "  the  product  of  the  Divine  hand,''  are 
so  perfectly  adapted  one  to  the  other,  that  in  view  of  all  their  con- 
sequences to  endless  being,  their  author  himself  pronounced  them 
to  be,  "  very  good ;"  perfect,  good  enough  to  satisfy  the  mind  of 
Jehovah.  Light,  for  instance,  was  made  for  the  eye  ;  air  for  the 
lungs  'y  and  food,  nourishing  food  and  drink,  for  the  digestive  or- 
gans ;  causing  by  their  operations  the  functions  of  vision,  respiratioo, 
nutrition,  and  the  various  movements  on  which  health  and  life  de- 
pend. But  for  what  organ  in  the  human  body  was  ardent  spirit 
made  ?  There  is  none. 

What  organ  in  the  human  body  needs  its  stimulus  in  order  to 
perform  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  heahhy  action  ?     There  is 
none.     What  gland  can  extract  from  it  the  least  portion  of  nutri- 
ment, or  any  thing  which  can  contribute  to  health,  or  be  in  any 
way  useful  in  the  animal  economy  ?  There  is  none.     The  anatom- 
ist, the  physiologist,  the  chemist  and  the  physician  examine  with 
the  minutest  care  every  part  throughout  the  whole  body,  and  thej* 
can  find  none.     God  has  made  none,  and  there  is  none.     Nor  is 
there  an  organ  whose  healthy  action  is  not  disturbed  by  ardent 
spirit ;  and  which  does  not  instinctively  reject  it.     The  blood  by  its 
circulation  conveys  to  each  part  of  the  body  the  materials  of  which 
it  is  composed,  while  each  organ  by  its  Creator  is  endowed  with 
the  power  of  selecting  from  the  mass  what  it  needs  for  nourish- 
ment, and  the  performance  of  its  appropriate  functions,  and  of  re- 
jecting the  refuse  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  system.     "  The  blood  is 
therefore  a  sort  of  common  carrier,  conveying  from  part  to  part 
what  is  entrusted  to  it,  for  the  common  benefit."     When  oMtged 
to  carry  spirit,  it  presents  it  on  its  way,  as  it  does  other  roatenals, 
to  each  organ  ;  and  each  starts  with  mighty  effort,  not  to  wdcorae 
and  receive,  but  to  repel  it.     And  if  not  crippled  by  the  overpow- 
ering force  of  the  enemy,  it  succeeds ;  and  rejected,  not  suffered 
to  stop,  because  it  is  worthless,  the  carrier,  though  vexed  with  its 
burden,  is  obliged  to  take  it  on  to  tlie  next ;  rejected  by  that,  it 
must  carry  it  on,  till,  rejected  by  all  as  a  common  nuisance,  "  it  is 
seized  upon  by  the  emunctories,  the  scavengers  of  the  system,  and 
unceremoniously  excluded."     This  is  not  for  any  want  of  kindness 
in  the  system  toward  friends,  but  because  ardent  qpirit  is  an  enemy. 
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a  mortal  enemy.  It  would  be  treason  to  harbor  it,  and  suicide 
to  use  it.  Nature,  through  unerring  laws  stamped  by  the  Di- 
vine hand,  true  to  herself  and  her  God,  is  incapable  of  such  an 
offence ;  and  till  poisoned  and  perverted  by  the  enemy,  will  never 
submit  to  it.  On  every  organ  it  touches,  spirit  is  a  poison ;  and  as 
such  it  is  chased  from  organ  to  organ,  marking  its  course  with  irregu- 
larity of  action,  and  disturbance  of  function ;  exciting  throughout  the 
system  a  war  of  extermination,  till  the  last  remnant  of  the  intruder 
is  expelled  from  the  territory.  Till  vital  power  is  prostrated  the 
enemy  can  never  have  a  lodgment.  And  if,  through  decay  of  or- 
ganic vigor,  by  the  mighty  force  of  the  intruder,  or  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  and  by  perpetual  successions  of  new  recruits, 
it  cannot  be  expelled,  the  worx  of  death  is  done  ;  the  last  citadel 
of  life  surrenders,  and  the  banner  of  universal  ruin  waves  over  all. 
Thousands  of  such  conquests  are  made  every  vear,  and  of  territo- 
ries more  valuable  than  all  the  material  wealth  of  creation.  Before, 
the  prospect  was  like  Eden ;  and  after,  a  land  of  sepulchres,  with 
uncovered,  putrid  carcasses  of  drunkards,  sending  up  in  clouds 
their  poisonous  exhalation,  wafting  contagion  and  death  through  the 
land. 

To  sanction  by  law  the  recruiting  and  equipping  of  such  an  ene- 
my, and  the  sending  of  him  out  to  desolate  the  fairest  portion  of 
God's  heritage,  is  an  outrage  upon  all  principles,  not  only  of  pa- 
triotism, but  of  humanity,  which  bids  defiance  to  parallel  in  the 
history  of  legislation.  It  is  an  outrage  almost  too  gross  for  sober 
consultation.  It  would  seem  to  be  hardly  possible,  in  view  of  its 
fruits,  that  it  should  be  tolerated,  we  will  not  say  in  any  christian, 
but  in  any  civilized  State.  Even  paganism,  under  the  first  rays  of 
civilization,  has  almost  instinctively  denounced  it.^  And  were  it 
not  for  the  pesulential  moral  atmosphere  which  it  produces,  and 
the  deteriorating  and  stupifying  effects  which  that  atmosphere 
occasions,  its  continuance  would  seem  to  be  hardly  possible ;  or 
its  removal  need  any  thing  more  than  its  own  doings. 

It  is  now  known  from  the  evidence  of  facts,  that  more  than  one 
in  ten  over  wide  regions  of  country,  who  have  used  ardent  spirit, 
and  more  than  one  in  five  who  have  mixed  and  sold  it,  have,  them- 
selves, become  drunkards,  and  so  wicked  as  often  not  to  live  out 
half  their  days.  It  is  known  also  from  the  highest  and  most  abun- 
dant medical  authority,  that  more  than  one  in  five  of  the  men  who 
have  habitually  used  it, have  been  killed  by  it;  and  that  multitudes 
who  were  never  intoxicated,  and  never  thought  in  time  past  to  be 
intemperate,  by  the  habit  of  using  it,  even  moderately,  have  short- 
ened life  many  years ;  and  that  it  tends  in  its  whole  influence  from  * 
beginning  to  end,  to  induce  and  aggravate  disease,  and  to  bring  all 

*  ApipeiidizG. 
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who  drink  it  to  a  premature  grave.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt, 
that  of  the  last  generation  in  the  United  States,  it  cut  off  more  than 
thirty  million  years  of  human  probation,  and  ushered  more  than  a 
million  of  persons,  uncalled,  into  the  presence  of  Crod. 

The  last  year  its  deadly  influence  has  been  still  more  strongly 
marked,  especially  over  those  regions  which  haVe  been  visited  bf 
the  Cholera.  In  the  city  of  Albany,  with  a  population  of  about 
twenty-five  thousand,  of  whom  three  hundred  and  thirty-six,  over 
sixteen  years  of  age,  died  of  the  Cholera,  of  the  five  thousand 
members  of  Temperance  Societies  there  were  only  two  deaths ; 
showing  that  such  persons  were  not  one  fortieth  part  as  liable  to 
death,  by  that  disease,  as  other  persons.  Of  the  rest  of  the  popu- 
lation one  in  sixty  died,  while  ot  the  members  of  Temperance  so- 
cieties, only  one  in  twenty-five  hundred. 

Of  about  six  hundred  who  were  brought  to  the  Park  Hospital  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  but  about  one  in  five  called  themselves 
even  temperate  drinkers.  And  many  of  them,  after  they  recover- 
ed, were  soon  intoxicated.  The  number  was  extremely  small, 
who  died  of  that  disease,  who  had  not  for  two  years  used  ar- 
dent spirit.  Some  such  cases  there  were ;  but  they  were  strongly 
marked  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  Said  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman in  that  city,  after  paying  special  attention  to  this  subject, 
"  facts  abundantly  authorise  the  conclusion,  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  sale  and  use  of  spirit,  there  had  not  been  Cholera  enough 
in  the  city  of  New  York  to  have  caused  the  cessation  of  business 
for  a  single  day." 

And  says  another  gentleman  of  that  city,  *^  a  quantity  of  spirit 
was  taken  from  a  certain  store  in  the  morning,  and  distributed  to 
a  number  of  grogshops.  In  the  evening  the  workmen  assembled 
and  received  their  accustomed  quantity.  The  next  mommg  one 
and  anotlier,  and  another  were  carried  by  my  door  to  the  hospital, 
and  in  the  afternoon  were  taken  to  Potters  Field.  And  so  from 
day  to  day,  disease  and  death  followed  round  after  ardent  spirit, 
seizing  upon  those  who  drank  it,  and  hurrying  them  to  destruction, 
till  so  obvious  and  striking  was  the  connection,  that  some  even  of 
the  sellers,  seared  as  were  their  consciences,  said,  This  will  never 
do  ;  the  way  from  the  grogshop  to  hell  is  too  short ;"  and  aban- 
doned the  business.  Others  shut  up  their  shops  and  fled.  "  In  my 
neighborhood,"  says  another  gentleman,  "  there  was  not  a  retailer 
left ;  they  were  actually  afraid  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  their 
own  business."  It  made  the  arrows  of  death  fly  so  thickly  around 
them,  that  they  dare  not  risk  it.  Had  they  been  sure  that  those 
arrows  would  strike  only  their  neighbors,  they  might  have  been 
willing  to  stay  and  drive  the  business.  But  when  there  was  dan- 
ger that  the  shafts  from  their  engines  of  death  would  strike  them- 
selves, they  closed  their  doors  and  fled.     How  many  lives  had 
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been  spared,  how  many  families  saved  from  ruin,  and  Iiow  many 
evils  averted  from  the  community,  had  they  never  returned,  and 
their  cholera  manufactories  remained  closed  forever. 

How  many  who  were  consigned  the  last  summer  to  an  untimely 
grave,  and  we  fear  to  a  miserable  eternity,  had  now  been  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  and  prisoners  of  hope,  had  none  been  found 
reckless  enough  to  keep  such  establishments  open.  But  some 
there  were  who  professed  to  be  friends  of  humanity,  who  continued 
with  a  steady  hand  to  deal  out  tlie  poison.  And  as  their  customers 
might  not  live  to  come  again,  they  sold  them  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
what  they  would  buy.  When  the  husband  fell,  and  the  children 
were  seized,  they  sold  his  widow  the  cause  of  death ;  and  when 
the  neighbors  came  to  bury  the  children,  their  widowed  mother, 
with  what  the  rum  seller  furnished  her,  was  found  intoxicated  on 
the  floor.  On  the  day  that  was  set  apart  for  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer,  that  God  would  spare  his  people  and  not  suflTer  the  de- 
stroyer any  longer  to  smite  them,  one,  lest  praying,  though  it  should 
not  make  him  leave  off  sinning,  should  at  least  for  a  day  deprive 
him  of  its  gains,  kept  his  liquor  store  open,  and  sold  to  all  who 
would  purchase,  till  the  time  for  public  worship.  He  then  hastened 
to  be  in  his  place,  and  join,  apparently,  with  devout  gravity,  iu 
supplication  to  the  Lord,  that  he  would  keep  off  the  Cholera ; 
and  when  public  service  was  closed,  he  hastened  again,  as  if  to 
make  up  lost  time,  to  his  store ;  and  s))ent  the  day  in  furnishing  a 
chief  cause  of  Cholera  to  all  who  would  buy.  Ii  he  did  not  pro- 
duce as  much  Cholera  on  that  day  as  on  other  days,  it  may  be 
attributed,  not  so  much  to  his  prayers  for  its  prevention,  as  to  the 
time  which  they  hindered  him  from  furnishing  its  cause.  And  if 
prayers  are  answered,  not  according  to  words,  but  to  deeds,  instead 
of  having  lessened  the  number  of  the  dying  and  the  dead,  liis  may 
liave  increased  it ;  and  they  may  increase  too  the  awfubess  of  his 
retribution,  when  he  who,  on  probation  sells  deatli,  shall,  without 
repentance,  reap  also  death. 

Were  retailers  of  spirit  in  their  own  persons  and  families  to  bear 
fill  the  evils  which  they  occasion  to  others,  they  would  soon  close 
their  business.  Or  were  these  evils  all  concentrated  on  the  heads 
of  legislators,  they  would  cease  to  make  laws  which  should  au- 
thorise the  business  that  produces  them. 

Instead  of  "  An  act,  entitled  an  act,  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirit 
for  the  public  good,"  any  longer  disgracing  the  statute  book  and 
vitiating  the  communitv,  they  would  see  that  the  proper  title  for 
every  such  act,  when  determined  by  its  consequences,  is,  **  An  act 
for  the  destruction  of  mankind."  6ut  would  it  be  any  more  dread- 
ful for  the  man  who  sells  ardent  spirit,  or  the  man  who  makes  the 
law  which  authorises  the  sale  of  it,  to  endure  these  evils,  than  it  is 
for  the  community  ? 
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Suppose  a  man  who  buys  a  gallon  of  a  man  authorised  by  law 
to  sell  it,  should  under  its  influence  go  into  the  family  of  the 
man  who  made  tlie  law,  and  for  a  few  days  take  the  direction,  and 
do  what  he  now  does  in  his  own  family  ;  break  the  looking-glass, 
turn  over  the  tables,  strike  the  children  with  the  tongs,  and  their 
mother  with  the  chairs ;  and  to  save  their  lives,  make  them  flee, 
naked  and  barefoot,  through  the  snow,  to  the  neighbors  for  help ; 
and  suppose  that  this  is  a  common  fruit  of  the  law  which  authorises 
the  business ;  would  he  make  such  a  law  again  ?  And  would  he 
not  raise  both  hands,  his  voice,  and  his  heart,  to  have  that  which  he 
has  made  repealed  ?  or  so  modified  as  no  longer  to  sanction  such 
a  business  ? 

Or  suppose  again,  that  the  intemperate  appetites  which  the  legal 
traffic  forms,  and  the  cases  of  drunkenness  and  death  to  which 
they  lead,  instead  of  being,  as  they  now  are,  scattered  through  the 
community,  should  all  be  in  the  families  of  the  legislators,  of  spirit 
venders  and  their  nearest  friends ;  and  that  they  should  have  to 
endure  all  the  sickness  and  sorrows,  and  heart  breaking  wretched- 
ness, which  they  occasion,  and  which  they  will  occasion  to  endless 
being,  would  they  any  longer  sanction  the  cause  ?  or  would  any 
one,  because  he  could  do  it  legally,  perpetuate  it  ?  7!liough  the 
evils  would  be  no  greater  if  they  were  all  endured  by  them  than 
when  endured  by  others,  yet  who  can  doubt  but  that  they  would 
be  great  enough,  and  be  felt  to  be  great  enough,  to  stamp  the  cause 
of  them,  and  the  sanctioning  by  law  of  the  business  which  produces 
them,  with  everlasting  abhorrence.  Who  can  doubt  but  that  the 
licensing  of  such  a  business  would  cease  at  once,  universally  and 
forever  ?  Oh,  if  that  would  cause  it  to  cease,  and  nothing  else  can, 
what  an  unspeakable  benefit  would  it  be  to  the  world,  and  what 
an  inestimable  saving  of  property,  character,  health,  reason,  life 
and  soul,  to  all  future  generations,  could  these  evils,  past,  present, 
and  to  come  be  all  concentrated,  and  poured  out,  for  a  time,  in  one 
dark,  desolating  current  on  the  heads  of  legislators  and  venders 
of  spirit.  But  the  Committee,  with  all  their  hearts,  would  depre- 
cate such  a  thing ;  and  rejoice  with  inexpressible  delight,  that  a 
fellow  feeling  for  others'  woes  will  certainly,  unless  this  cause  be 
abandoned  of  God,  lead  to  the  same  glorious  result. 

VI.  The  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  tends  to  derange  the  intellect, 
and  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  nation. 

In  all  cases  in  which  ardent  spirit  deranges  healthy  functions  of 
body,  it  tends  also  to  disturb  regular  action  of  mind  and  to  corrupt 
the  feelings  of  die  lieart.  It  injures  the  one,  not  less  than  the 
other.  This  is  the  eflect  not  only  of  a  very  free  use  of  it,  but  of 
all  use  of  it.  It  is  its  tendency  from  beginning  to  end,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  taken,  and  to  the  power  of  the  system,  to  with- 
stand its  natural  effects.    As  it  courses  its  way  through  the  blood- 
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vessels,  it  enters  even  the  capillaries  of  the  brain,  that  tender  and 
delicate  organ  which  forms  the  link  between  matter  and  mind,  irri- 
tating, poisoning,  and  stupifying  that  heart  and  soul  of  mental  vigor. 
A  man  buying  according  to  law,  of  a  man  who  sells  that  which 
legislators  by  law  sanction,  and  drinking  only  as  much,  reasoning 
as  legislators  do,  "  as  the  public  good  requires,"  becomes  so 
blockish  that  his  neighbors  and  his  acquaintance  begin  to  whisper 

one  to  another,  "  What  is  the  matter  of ?  how  he  has  lost  his 

mind.  Not  long  ago  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  he  is  becoming  an  idiot."  What  is  the  matter  ?  He 
has  been  doing  what  legislators,  by  the  high  sanction  of  law,  say 
is  for  the  "  public  good,"  drinking  regularly  ;  not  to  intoxication, 
that  would  be  bad,  the  law  forbids  it ;  but  only  as  much  and  as 
often,  as  in  his  estimation,  judging  from  his  feelings  at  the  time,  did 
him  good ;  only  enough,  this  time,  to  make  him  feel  well,  and  the 
next  to  make  him  feel  better,  and  so  on,  ^^for  the  public  good^^  till 
he  has  become,  not  only  a  blank  but  a  blot  in  creation  ;  and  has  set 
an  example  adapted  to  blast  the  excellence  and  wither  the  pros- 
pects of  his  children,  and  children's  children,  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirit  tends  also  to  derange  heahhy  mental 
action,  in  anotlier  way,  by  its  irritating  effect  on  ilie  nerves.  And 
this  leads,  in  many  cases,  to  total  insanity ;  as  the  records  of  every 
lunatic  asylum  in  Christendom  testify.  The  drinking  of  it,  the 
vending  of  it,  and  the  laws  which  sanction  it,  all,  by  their  natural 
and  constant  effects,  tend  to  weaken  the  understanding,  blunt  the 
perception,  and  derange  the  intellect  of  the  nation. 

They  tend  also  to  harden  the  heart,  sear  the  conscience,  pollute 
the  affections,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people.  Hence  the 
wonderful  fact,  that  tliree  fourths  of  the  crimes  which  are  prose- 
cuted, are  committed  under  the  influence  of  spirit ;  not  under  its 
influence  when  taken  to  intoxication,  but  when  taken  moderately, 
and  often  in  no  greater  quantities  than  the  law  contetnplates.  That 
use  of  it,  which  the  law  sanctions,  by  its  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nature  and  of  (Jod,  is  carrying  on  continually  a  process  as  exten- 
sive and  as  criminsJ  as  its  effects,  of  bodily  and  mental,  physical, 
intellectual  and  moral  deterioration;  tending  to  change  gigantic 
strength  to  pigmy  weakness ;  celestial  order  to  infernal  discord  ; 
and  heavenly  purity,  light  and  love,  to  hellish  pollution,  darkness 
and  hate. 

Through  sin,  man  has  already  in  himself  the  elements  of  dis- 
order, the  seeds  of  death.  This  makes  them  vegetate,  grow  rank, 
and  produce  a  speedy  and  superabundant  crop.  It  generates  im- 
pure thought ;  and  excites  unhallowed  feeling.  It  kindles  polluted 
desire,  fires  abandoned  purpose,  and  fiendish  malignity. 

The  harmony  established  by  the  divine  hand  between  the  men- 
tal and  moral  powers,  the  appetites  of  the  bodj  and  the  fteiions 

8 


-58  AMERICAN    TEMPERANCE    SOCIKTT.  [284 

of  the  soul,  having  by  transgression  been  broken,  and  reason  and 
conscience  often  through  sin  been  brought  into  vile  and  hateful 
subserviency  to  appetite  and  passion,  ardent  spirit  increases  that 
subserviency,  renders  it  more  entire  and  perpetual.  It  operates  on 
all  die  powers  of  man,  but  satan-like,  on  different  powers,  in  totally 
opposite  ways.  The  understanding,  already  too  weak,  it  weakens 
still  more ;  the  conscience,  too  torpid,  it  renders  more  torpid  still ; 
and  the  heart,  already  hard,  it  makes  still  harder ;  and  the  affec- 
tions polluted,  it  pollutes  still  more.  While  the  appetites,  ab-eady 
too  keen  and  headstrong,  it  makes  suU  more  so ;  and  the  pasaons 
it  vitiates,  strengthens  and  inflames.  The  man,  already  reckless, 
it  makes  st'dl  more  reckless ;  saying,  "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
tomorrow  we  die."  Thus  it  comes  in,  with  its  whole  influence  in 
every  stage  of  its  operation,  to  aid  the  great  adversary  in  the  de- 
struction of  men.  Depravity  it  depraves,  pollutes  even  pollution, 
and  makes  vilcness  itself  still  more  vile.  All  the  mischiefs  which 
sin  and  Satan  have  occasioned  in  the  soul,  it  increases ;  while  with 
a  mighty  force,  it  counteracts  all  the  beneficent  designs  of  Jehovah 
for  its  deliverance  from  sin  and  hell,  and  its  restoration  to  the  dig- 
nity and  beauty  of  his  image ;  the  light  and  purity,  the  bliss  and 
glory  of  heaven.  Thus,  by  a  twofold  process,  throughout  its  whole 
course,  increasing  voluntary  wickedness,  and  counteracting  the 
means  of  divine  appointment  for  its  extinction,  it  is  working  out  the 
eternal  damnation  of  men. 

Here  is  the  philosophical  reason,  the  rationale  of  the  facts,  that 
ten  times  as  many  in  the  United  States  who  drink  ardent  spirit,  m 
proportion  to  the  number,  are  idle  as  of  other  men ;  ten  times  as 
many  who  drink  it  commit  crimes,  as  of  those  who  do  not  drink  it; 
and  ten  times  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number,  who  do  oot 
drink  it,  become  hopefully  pious,  embrace  the  gospel  and  confess 
the  Saviour  before  men,  as  of  those  who  do.  The  opposite  in  all 
respects  to  godliness,  and  its  grand  opposer,  it  is  unprofitable  unto 
all  things,  destructive  to  the  life  that  now  is,  and  also  to  that  which 
is  to  come.  Whether  we  look  at  the  body  or  the  soul,  at  time  or 
eternity,  in  the  light  of  principles  and  facts,  we  see  upon  it  the  broad 
image  of  death.  This  results  from  its  nature,  from  the  nature  of 
roan,  and  from  principles  deep  in  the  government  of  Crod,  all  per- 
vading, irresistible,  and  which  will  be  as  durable  and  unchanging 
as  the  eternal  throne.  So  long  as  the  traffic  continues  which  vio- 
lates them,  the  result,  by  laws  established  by  the  divine  hand,  must 
be  death ;  and  the  legislation  which  sanctions  it,  have  inscribed 
upon  it  in  broad  capitals  for  creation  to  look  at.  Opposition  to 
THE  LAWS  OF  GoD.  And  its  consequences,  with  a  voice  like  the 
noise  of  many  waters,  and  of  mighty  thunderings,  will  break  on 
every  ear  in  creation,  saying,  ^'  The  way  of  transgressors  is  bard.'' 
Father,  oiother,  brother,  sister,  husband,  wife,  children,  all  are 
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sacrificed ;  jGod,  Christ,  heaven,  the  soul,  eternity,  every  thing 
dear  and  every  thing  momentous  for  both  worlds  are  madly  spum- 
ed away  in  that  state  of  mind  which  this  foul  spirit  is,  from  its 
nature,  adapted  universally  to  produce.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  but 
that  the  vending  of  it  to  be  drunk,  and  the  laws  which  sanction  it, 
are  wicked  ;  and  tend  to  array  a  might}'  influence  against  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Son  of  God  ? 

Only  a  small  quantity,  taken  so  prudeotly  as  to  leave  a  man 
the  possession  of  his  reason  and  the  control  of  his  limbs,  is,  never- 
theless, adapted  to  bar  the  mind  to  good  and  to  open  it  to  evil.  Mo- 
tives to  tiie  one  it  weakens,  and  to  the  other  it  strengthens.  In  di- 
rect and  palpable  violation  of  what  the  Saviour  inculcates,  as  the 
proper  desire  and  daily  petition  of  every  soul  under  heaven,  it  leads 
men  into  temptation  and  delivers  them  to  evil.  Taking  "  day  by 
day,"  not  "  daily  bread,"  but  poison,  and  of  the  most  deceitful 
and  malignant  kind,  that  Divine  Agent  who  loathes  it,  and  all  its 
effects  as  an  utter  abomination,  and  who  would  otherwise  iUumin- 
ate  and  purify  and  save  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  is  grieved 
away.  The  unrighteous  and  filthy  not  only  remain,  but  be- 
come more  unrighteous,  and  more  filthy ;  till,  having  been  often 
reproved,  and  hardened  their  necks,  tliey  are  suddenly  destroyed, 
and  (rod  saith,  "  without  remedy." 

Over  wide  regions  of  country,  where  the  facts  are  known,  and  a 
part  of  the  people  abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from 
the  traffic  in  it,  and  a  part  do  not, — as  the  Committee  behold  ten 
times  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number,  of  one  class  enlisting 
apparently  under  the  banners  of  Immanuel,  as  of  the  other ;  and 
see  the  number  from  one,  as  light  increases,  constantly  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  from  the  other  as  constantly  and  rapidly  diminishing, 
— they  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  laws  which  sanction  the  traffic 
and  use,  and  proclaim  them  to  be  right,  are  radically  and  mor- 
ally wrong ;  offensive  to  the  Saviour,  and  hostile  to  the  temporal  • 
and  eternal  interests  of  men.  And  they  cannot  but  most  respect- 
fully and  kindly,  earnestly  and  perseveringly  entreat  the  legisla- 
tors of  our  country,  by  the  rich  mercies  which  he  has  so  bounti- 
fully bestowed  upon  it,  and  by  the  agonies  which  he  so  freely  en- 
dured for  our  race,  and  tiie  glories  which  he  so  graciously  proffers 
them,  no  longer  to  sanction  these  iniquities ;  or  say  by  legislation 
that  they  are  either  useful  or  right.  As  He  poured  out  life  to  re- 
deem them,  and  would  have  all  men  come  to  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  his  truth,  and  be  his  obedient  and  glorified  people,  they 
would  beseech  legislators  no  longer  to  do  what  tends  so  power- 
fully, extensively,  and  fatally  to  hinder  it.  As  there  is  joy  m  hea- 
ven over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  and  a  new  burst  of  praise  breaks 
forth  at  the  proclamation  of  a  soul  born  of  God,  what  must  be  the 
grief,  the  indignation  and  wrath  in  that  world  at  the  continuance 
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and  encouragement  of  what  is  known,  with  all  who  come  under  its 
influence,  to  tend  infallibly  and  forever  to  prevent  it.  If  those  who 
have  been  wise  to  turn  men  to  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the 
brightness  of  the  firmament  and  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever, 
what  shaU  they  be  who  have  been  instrumental  in  preventing  it,  and 
sinking  those  who  might  have  risen  from  glory  to  glory ,  into  the 
blackness  of  darkness  forever. 

The  Committee  would  not  apply  what  they  say,  to  the  days  of 
darkness  and  ignorance  that  are  past,  but  only  to  the  continuance 
of  the  evil  in  future,  when,  and  where  the  facts  on  this  subject  are, 
or  might  be  known. 

What  they  ask  of  legislators  is,  that  they  wiU  not  by  legislatioa 
hinder  the  progress  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  or  sanction 
by  law  that  which  opposes  it ;  but  let  its  friends,  in  dependence  on 
God,  by  the  universal  diffiisiou  of  information  and  kind  moral  in- 
fluence, unobstructed  by  law,  carry  it  onward  from  conquering  to 
conquer,  till  there  shall  not  be  a  drunkard,  or  a  drunkard-maker, 
or  a  legislator  who  sanctions  the  business  that  produces  either, 
under  heaven. 

This  Reformation  first  had  to  meet  the  numerous  and  mighty 
army  of  moderate  and  respectable  drinkers ;  but  they  soon  gave 
way,  and  their  ranks  were  broken ;  a  million  deserted  the  enemy, 
and  came  over  in  triumph  to  the  temperance  cause. 

It  next  had  to  meet  the  more  formidable  array  of  church  mem- 
bers, headed  by  many  a  deacon,  not  a  few  magistrates,  and  some 
preachers,  in  word  at  least,  of  the  gospel.  They  were  equippbg 
the  enemy,  furnishing  him  with  provisions  and  implements  oi  war. 
As  his  numbers  by  desertion  and  death  were  diminished,  they  were 
witli  fearful  rapidity  raising  up  new  recruits ;  and  tempting  those 
who  had  deserted  and  seemed  for  a  time  to  have  clean  escaped 
from  the  destroyer,  back  to  fight  again  under  his  standard.  The 
battle  here  was  more  serious.  The  characters  engaged  gave  im- 
portance to  the  conflict.  But  this  mighty  phalanx  has  also  been 
broken.  They  are  flying  in  multitudes,  not  away  from,  but  to  the 
ranks  of  Temperance,  and  becoming,  many  of  them  the  first  and 
the  bravest,  the  most  self  denying  and  devoted  in  the  promouoo  ol 
\he  cause.  Having  before  not  only  slain  their  thousands,  but,  un- 
wittingly, fastened  the  poisoned  arrow  in  the  heart  of  tens  of  thou- 
sands more,  they  are  doubly  anxious  sofdy  to  extract  it,  and  pomt 
the  agonizing  and  often  dying  sufferer  to  the  balm  in  Gilead,  and 
the  physician  tliere. 

Under  the  Captain  of  Salvation  the  conquest  has  advanced,  tiQ 
it  now  meets,  in  open  day,  die  thoroughly  disciplined,  and  ku^ 
tried  bands  of  legislators. 

The  great  contest,  which  is  to  decide  whether  this  work  of  mer- 
cy is  to  go  immediately  and  rapidly  onward,  to  its  consuaunasioD, 
is  to  be  with  ttiem;  not  for  the  purpose  of  a  conquest  over  them. 
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but  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  those  who  lie  entrenched  behind 
them  ;  around  whom  is  thrown  the  mighty  rampart  of  legislation, 
and  before  whom  are  drawn  up  in  solid  column,  the  mighty  pha- 
lanx of  legislators ;  and  who  with  such  a  front,  bid  defiance  to 
those  who  would  be  their  benefactors,  and  pour  the  swelling  tide  of 
mercies  down  upon  them  and  their  children  after  them  through  all 
generations  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  onward  to  eternity. 

The  Committee  would  state  explicitly,  that  they  do  not  address 
legislatures  as  bodies,  but  they  address  legislators  as  individuals ; 
each  of  whom  has  a  soul,  and  like  each  one  of  the  people  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  same  high  tribunal  of  public  opinion  here,  and  of 
unerring  rectitude  hereafter,  and  who,  as  a  part  of  the  people^  is 
himself  and  his  children  after  him,  to  bear  the  blessings  or  the 
woes  of  his  legislation ;  and  they  say  to  them.  We  have  no  wish  for 
any  contest  with  you ;  we  deprecate  such  a  thing  ;  we  see  among 
you  many  of  our  friends,  and  when  disbanded  and  acting  as  indi- 
viduals, the  friends  and  helpers  of  our  cause.  With  thousands  we 
rejoice  in  the  aid  thus  afibrded  by  your  example  and  influence.  But 
as  legislators  you  are  organized,  and  on  the  wrong  side.  You  li- 
cense the  enemy ;  and  it  is  under  your  flag  that  he  makes  his 
depredations  upon  all  that  is  dear  and  lovely  in  possession,  and  all 
tliat  is  fair,  and  exceUent  and  glorious,  in  prospect.  You  have 
thrown  around  him  the  mighty  breastwork  of  your  sanction,  and 
stand  yourselves  in  front.  It  is  only  through  your  bodies  that 
he  can  now  be  reached,  and  when  the  shafts  strike  him,  the  dense 
medium  through  which  they  pass  breaks  their  force ;  and  with  the 
shield  of  your  sanction,  their  point  is  warded  ofl^,  and  execution  pre- 
vented. While  his  shafts,  dipped  in  poison,  and  nerved  by  legis- 
lation, are  flying  and  spreading  destruction  on  every  side. 

Legislators,  Friends,  called  to  be  Benefactors,  and  to  do  good 
as  you  have  opportunity,  we  most  affectionately  and  earnestly,  as 
the  destinies  ot  our  country,  of  the  world  and  its  unborn  millioivs 
are  at  stake,  beseech  you  to  remove  yourselves,  and  your  legisla- 
tion out  of  the  way.  Let  the  fire  of  light  and  love  break  unob- 
suucted,  in  its  naked  and  all-subduing  brightness,  on  the  heart  of 
the  enemy  behind  you,  and  the  victory  shall  be  ours,  shall  be  yours ; 
and  the  joy,  the  joy  of  all ;  and  tlie  glory  of  all,  be  given  to  Him,  of 
whom,  and  through  whom,  and  to  whom  are  all  things ;  while  the 
fruits  of  the  victory  shall  flow  down  with  ever  growing  richness  and 
fertility,  fulness  and  beauty,  to  endless  ages. 

The  only  reason  why  it  was  ever  thought  proper  to  license  any 
one  to  sell  ardent  spirit,  and  thus  teach  by  law  the  propriety  of  the 
traffic,  was  the  erroneous  idea,  that  to  drink  it  moderately  is  use- 
ful; and  therefore  right.  But  as  the  drinking  of  it .  moderately, 
would  strongly  tempt  men  to  drink  it  immoderately,  and  many, -if  it 
were  sold  to  them,  would  be  mined,  and  become  a  nuisance  to 
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society,  legislators  thought  to  guard  against  these  evils,  by  providing 
that  none  should  sell  it  except  respectable  men ;  and  no  more  of 
them  than  the  public  good  required ;  and  that  they  should  sell 
only  to  such  men  as  would  not  be  injured  by  it. 

But  as  it  is  now  known  that  aU  who  drink  it  are  injured  by  it, 
and  that  the  public  good,  instead  of  requiring,  forbids  that  any 
should  sell  it;  and  that  licensing  it,  while  it  authorises,  and  perpet- 
uates the  traffic,  does  not  and  cannot  prevent  its  evils,  the  whole 
foundation  of  that  legislation  which  authorises  and  licenses  its  con- 
tinuance is  entirely  swept  away.  It  has  nothing  to  stand  upon ; 
and  were  the  traffic  not  upheld  by  the  rum  parly,  and  those  who 
hope  to  make  money  by  it,  it  would  fall  of  itself;  and  under  the 
long  accumulated  and  mighty  weight  with  which  it  has  burdened 
the  community,  it  would  sink  to  rise  no  more.  Let  legislators  and 
aU  respectable  men  cease  to  sanction  it,  and  the  last  relic  which 
makes  it  even  tolerable  in  a  civilized  community,  will  be  removed. 
None  wiD  engage  in  it  but  the  abandoned,  who  carry  the  mark  of 
infamy  on  their  foreheads,  and  who  are  hastening  rapidly,  to  their 
own  place. 

But  it  is  said,  "  The  licensing  of  the  traffic  is  a  source  of  rer- 
enue  to  the  State,  and  therefore  the  public  good  requires  it."  This 
revenue  is  much  like  that  of  the  woman  who  sold  her  grain  and 
her  rags  to  purchase  whiskey  for  her  children.  She  said  it  was 
cheaper  to  keep  them  on  whiskey,  than  on  bread  ;  and  as  it  made 
a  market  for  her  rags,  it  was  a  source  of  profit ;  in  governmental 
language,  of  revenue.  Her  garments  and  those  of  her  children 
were  soon  nearly  all  rags,  and  all  sold  ;  when  her  revenue  had  be- 
come such  that  she  and  her  children,  as  a  public  burden,  were 
obliged,  by  a  public  tax,  to  be  supported  at  the  almshouse. 

This  weD  illustrates  the  principle  and  the  effect  of  raising  revenue 
from  ardent  spirit.  What  are  the  facts  ?  In  the  county  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  the  support  of  pauperism,  nearly  the  whole  of 
which  was  occasioned  by  the  sale  and  use  of  spirit,  cost  in  1830, 
more  than  $20,000.  From  which,  deduct  between  eight  and  nine 
thousand,  the  revenue  obtained,  leaving  between  thirteen  and  four- 
teen thousand  dollars,  in  that  single  item,  to  come  from  the  same 
source  with  the  support  of  the  woman  whose  revenue  was  so  im- 
portant, the  pockets  of  the  people.  To  this  also  ought  to  be  added 
in  balancing  the  account,  the  cost  of  crimes,  idleness,  dissipation, 
sickness,  and  die  various  other  evils  occasioned  by  it.  And  will 
not  the  people,  for  the  sake  of  being  relieved  of  the  burdens,  be 
willing  to  dispense  with  the  revenue  ?  Is  there  a  man  in  the  com- 
munity, unless  a  rum-seller,  or  drinker,  or  one  who  hopes  to  make 
money,  or  obtain  influence  by  the  use  of  spirit,  who  will  wish  to 
retain  it  ?  If  so,  let  him  be  called  to  bear  in  his  own  person  and 
family  all  the  evils  which  it  occasions,  and  he  will  change  hb  mind 
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The  warden  of  the  prison  in  Baltimore  states  that  2322  crim- 
inals were  the  same  year  committed  to  that  prison ;  and  that  424  of 
them  were  intoxicated,  when  they  were  brought  there ;  and  that  in 
his  opinion,  eight  tenths  of  the  whole  were  intemperate  men. 

The  expenses  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  1832,  as  stated  in  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller,  were  $893,886  29, — $686,385  74  of 
which  were  raised  by  a  direct  tax.  The  support  of  the  criminal, 
pauper,  and  civil  establishment  cost  $315,782  98;  and  the  Chol- 
era, in  addition  to  all  public  and  private  charities,  and  individual 
expenditures,  cost  $102,57585, — making  $418,358  83 ;  bv  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  which,  as  well  as  almost  innumerable  other 
evils,  were  the  fruits  of  about  3000  spirit  venders,  licensed  to  deal 
out  the  poison  to  about  210,000  souls.  And  what  do  these  men 
pay  as  a  compensation  for  the  enormous  mischiefs  which  they 
occasion  ?  $22,157.  And,  say  a  most  respectable  committee  of 
gentlemen  in  that  city,  after  investigating  this  subject,  "  We,  the 
people,  pay  about  $400,000  more  than  we  should  it  no  drams  were 
sold  or  drunk  in  the  city.  Suppose  that  only  half  of  the  expenses 
of  Cholera  were  occasioned  by  drinking,  and  five  sixths  of  the 
criminal,  police,  and  pauper  establbhments ;  and  one  half  of  the 
salaries  ol  officers,  it  would  amount  to  $302,099  15,  which  is  now 
paid  as  a  tax  for  licensed  vices;  over  $10,000  taken  from  the 
earnings  of  the  people  for  every  licensed  grogshop  which  pays  $10 
into  the  treasury."  What  right  have  legislators  to  make  laws, 
which  in  their  operation  thus  tax  the  community,  and  take  away 
the  hard  earnings  of  the  people  ? 

The  grand  jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  after  care- 
ful examination,  say  that  they  have  come  to  the  deliberate  conclu- 
sion, that  if  this  source  of  vice  and  miseiy  were  at  an  end,  three 
quarters  of  the  crimes  and  pauperism  of  the  city  would  be  pre- 
vented, together  with  an  incalculable  amount  of  wretchedness,  that 
does  not  come  under  the  cognizance  of  law.  And  they  add,  "  It 
is  our  solemn  impression  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  our 
public  authorities  should  no  longer  sanction  the  evU  complained  of^ 
oy  granting  licenses  for  the  purpose  of  vending  ardent  spirit ; 
thereby  legalising  the  traffic^  at  the  expense  of  our  morale  inteUect- 
tud  and  physical  pov^r. 

Of  653,  who  were  in  one  year  committed  to  the  house  of  Cor- 
rection in  Boston,  453  were  drunkards.  And  the  overseer  states, 
that  many  of  the  others  who  were  committed  as  vagabonds,  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  called  drunkards ;  and  that  his  opinion  is, 
that  there  were  not  ten  among  the  whole  who  were  not  in  the  habit 
of  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirit ;  that  intemperance  is  almost 
the  sole  cause  of  all  the  commitments,  that  those  who  were  com- 
mitted as  pilferers  were  almost  all  drunkards,  and  that  probabljr 
they  would  not  pilfer  if  they  could  not  procure  rum  with  the  arti- 
cles which  they  have  stolen. 


64  AMERICAN    TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY.  [290 

Is  it  not  manifestly  vicious  for  legislators  to  sanctioD  a  busi- 
ness which  produces  such  results  ?  They  are  elected  by  the  peo- 
jJe,  and  sent  to  legislate  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  crime,  not 
producing  it.  And  a  vast  portion  of  all  their  time  is  now  occupied 
in  making  laws  to  punish  crimes,  which  their  own  legislation  pro- 
duces. And  the  people  are  taxed  millions  of  dollars  annually,  to 
sustain  the  burden  occasioned  by  that  legislation.  Will  the  people 
of  this  free  country  longer  endure  it  ?  They  punish  the  criminals, 
and  legalise  the  traffic  that  makes  them.  Like  the  father,  who,  to 
prevent  his  son  from  swearing,  swore  that  if  he  did  swear,  be  would 
visit  him  with  his  wrath ;  and  with  about  as  much  wisdom  as  the 
man,  who,  when  asked  what  should  be  done  by  fathers  to  keep 
their  sons  from  being  ruined  by  ardent  spirit,  answered,  "  Why, 
they  must  drink  it  all  themselves." 

They  build  prisons,  and  license  men  to  carry  on  the  trade  that 
fills  them ;  erect  lunatic  asylums,  and  furnish  their  tenants ;  the 
people  build  almshouses,  and  the  magistrates  license  pauper- 
making  manufactories  to  fill  them,  augment  fourfold  the  puUic 
burdens,  and  tenfold  the  personal  and  domestic  wretchedness  of 
the  country.  And  when  the  people  rise,  as  they  now  often  do, 
and  will  more  often  in  future,  and  vote  that  they  will  not  have  such 
nuisances  among  them,  the  county  commissioners,  or  some  petty 
officers  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority,  come  in  and  gravely 
declare,  that  "tlie  public  good  require  them;"  and  thus  again 
load  the  community  with  burdens.  This  is  legal  oppression,  l^s- 
lative  tyranny ;  and  it  leaves  behind  it  a  deep  and  stinging  sense 
of  injustice.  A  few  retailers  have  the  profit  of  making  paupers, 
and  the  people  have  to  support  them  ;  and  then  when  they  com- 
plain of  the  palpable  injustice,  to  be  told,  "  The  public  good  re- 
quires it ! "  This  is  too  much  ;  and  it  needs  no  spirit  of  prophecy 
to  announce  that  the  time  is  not  distant  when  men  bom  to  be  free, 
who  have  the  power  and  the  heart  to  be  free,  will  not  endure  it. 

A  few  men,  for  their  own  pecuniary  profit,  will  not  long  be  suf- 
fered, under  the  sanction  of  law,  thus  to  burden  the  community. 

Of  3000  persons  admitted  to  the  workhouse  in  Salem,  Mass.j  the 
superintendent  states,  that  in  his  opinion  2900  were  brought  there 
directly  or  indirectly  by  intemperance.  The  superintendent  of  the 
almshouse  in  New  York  states,  that  the  number  of  male  adults  in 
the  house  is  572,  of  which  there  are  not  20  that  can  be  called  so- 
ber men;  that  the  number  of  females  is  GOl,  and  that  he  doobts 
whether  there  are  50  of  them,  that  can  be  called  sober  women. 

In  the  city  of  Boston,  for  six  years,  there  were  upon  an  average, 
247  commitments  annually  to  a  single  prison,  for  drunkenness  ;  and 
95  drunkards  were  committed  to  the  penitentiary,  in  a  single  nnontfa. 

A  distinguished  jurist  in  the  city  of  New  York,  acquainted  with 
the  courts,  stated,  that  he  could  find  but  three  cases  of  aurdor 
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committed  in  that  city  for  fifteen  years,  except  under  the  influence 
of  liquor.  Legislators  hang  murderers,  and  license  the  business 
that  makes  them ;  but  not  without  becoming,  if  they  know  what 
they  do,  sharers  in  the  guilt.  They  expend  millions  to  prevent 
disease,  and  license  the  business  which  produces  it,  and  renders  it 
doubly  fatal ;  but  not  without  being  accessary  to  the  consigning  of 
multitudes  to  a  premature  grave,  and  a  miserable  eternity. 

Is  it  not  true  then,  and  may  not  long  afflicted  and  sufiering  hu- 
manity lift  up  her  head  with  exultation,  that  the  time  is  approach- 
ing, when,  in  the  language  of  the  chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  '^  reflecting  men  will  no  more  think  of  erecting  and  renting 
grogshops  as  a  means  of  gain,  than  they  would  now  think  of  poi- 
soning the  well  from  which  a  neighbor  obtains  water  for  his  family ; 
or  arming  a  maniac  to  destroy  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of  those 
around  him  ? "  And  may  we  not  add,  when  reflecting  legislators 
too,  will  no  more  think  of  sanctioning  the  one  by  law,  than  they 
would  now  think  of  sanctioning  the  other  ?  And  when  there  shall 
not  be  a  christian  legislator  under  heaven,  whose  countenance 
would  not  turn  pale,  and  whose  tongue  would  not  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  his  mouth,  should  he  attempt  to  speak  in  favor  of  it.  In 
the  city  of  Washington,  the  revenue  from  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit 
was  about  $6000  ;  and  the  loss,  as  estimated  by  Judge  Cranch, 
occasioned  by  it,  was  probably  not  less,  all  things  considered,  than 
4^100,000.  Revenue  then  does  not  require  the  sale  of  ardent 
spirit.* 

But  it  is  said,  and  grave  legislators  sometimes  echo  the  declar- 
ation, ^'  It  ought  to  be  licensed,  and  the  use  of  it  encouraged,  to  make 
a  market  for  the  coarse  grains,  in  order  to  promote  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country."  But  where  the  drinking  of  spirit  prevails 
most,  agricuhure,  other  things  being  equal,  uniformly  flourishes 
least ;  and  thus,  like  every  show  of  argument  on  that  side,  it  is  to- 
tally opposed  to  facts ;  as  well  as  to  reason,  reUgion,  morality, 
patriotism,  and  even  to  humanity. 

Many  grain  growers  will  not  now  sell  to  distillers.  They  deem 
it  a  crime  to  feed  those  fountains  of  death,  yet  their  grains  find  a 
market,  and  they  are  often  among  the  most  prosperous  men  in  their 
vicinity.  It  does  not  appear,  that  any  more  dismal  prospect  than 
that  of  others,  is  opening  before  their  children. 

In  the  year  1810  it  was  estinrated  that  between  five  and  six 
million  bushels  of  grain  were  distilled  in  the  United  States.  Sup- 
pose in  20  years  it  was  doubled,  and  that  in  1830,  12,000,000 
bushels  were  thus  destroyed  ;  and  that  this,  to  the  growers  who  of 
course  obtained  their  pay,  was  worth  50  cts.  a  bushel,  ^^6,000,000. 
The  annual  cost  of  crime  and  of  pauperism  produced  by  the  use 

*  AppandizH. 
6  •  Q 
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of  ardent  spirit  has  been  estimated  at  $7,050,000.  Subtract  from 
this  the  price  of  the  grain,  and  you  have  from  these  two  items 
alone,  a  loss  of  $1,500,000.  Say  the  Committee  of  the  New 
York  State  Society,  "  Since  the  farmers  have  begun  to  open  their 
eyes  to  die  evils  growing  out  of  the  turning  of  the  staff  of  life  into 
a  substance  to  destroy  it,  and  have  made  use  of  their  coarse  grains 
for  bread  stuffs,  or  to  feed  their  cattle,  they  have  steadily  advanced 
in  price."  And  they  calculate  that  the  change  produced  by  the 
Temperance  Reformation,  now  saves  the  State  of  New  YoA  sev- 
eral million  dollars  a  year. 

Let  all  farmers  use  their  grains  to  increase  the  number  and  vahie 
of  their  horses,  cattle  and  hogs ;  not  to  diminish  the  number  and 
value  of  men,  and  they  will  find  it  to  be,  to  themselves  and  tbeir 
country,  great  gain. 

Others  say,  "  The  object  of  licensing  is  not  to  encourage  the 
sale  and  use  of  spirit,  but  to  restrain  and  prevent  it."  To  this  there 
are  two  answers.  The  first  is,  it  does  not  restrain  and  prevent  it 
It  has  been  tried  effectually,  for  more  than  half  a  century  ;  and  its 
fruits  have  been  manifested  in  the  living  wretchedness,  and  in  the 
dying  agonies  of  more  than  a  million  of  men.  Notwithstanding  all 
such  restraints  and  preventions,  the  evil  constantly  increased,  till  it 
had  well  nigh  proved  our  ruin.  The  other  answer  is,  the  licensing 
of  sin  is  not  the  way  to  prevent  or  restrain  it,  but  it  is  the  way  to 
sanction  and  perpetuate  it ;  by  declaring  to  the  community  that,  jf 
practised  legally,  it  is  right ;  and  thus  preventing  the  efficacy  if 
truth  and  facts  in  producing  the  conviction  thai  it  is  wrong. 

But  says  one,  "  By  saying  that  none  except  respectable  men 
shall  sell  ardent  spirit,  and  ^ey  only  in  limited  numbers,  we  do 
not  say  that  for  them  to  sell  it,  is  right.  Would  a  law  which  should 
forbid  men  to  ride  horseback,  upon  worldly  business,  on  the  Sab- 
bath, be  saying,  or  would  it  imply,  that  for  them  to  journey  on  that 
day  for  such  a  purpose  on  foot  would  be  right  ? "  Suppose  it  would 
not ;  but  suppose  also  that  legislators  should  go  farther,  and  make 
a  law,  that  as  many  as  the  public  good  should  require,  and  should 
pay  a  dollar,  should  have  a  legal  right  to  travel  in  that  way,  on 
worldly  business,  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  that  certain  men  should  be 
appointed  actually  to  license  a  number  in  every  neighborhood  for 
that  purpose,  and  should  license  them,  notwithstanding  all  reasons 
and  remonstrances  against  it ;  would  it  not  be  saying,  and  by  the 
whole  weight  of  legislation,  in  opposition  to  truth,  that  it  is  noorally 
right  for  those  men  to  travel  as  the  law  prescribes  ?  or  else,  that 
legal  right  and  moral  right  are  in  this  case,  in  opposition  }  And 
would  it  not  be  declaring  also,  in  opposition  to  truth,  that  the 
public  good  requires  this  ?  and  thus  tend  to  increase  the  difficulties, 
by  moral  means,  of  convincing  men  that  it  is  wicked  }  Who  can. 
doubt  but  that  it  would  operate,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
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must  operate  in  this  manner  ?  So  with  the  laws  that  sanction  and 
.  approbate  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  imply  that  the  public  good 
requires  it.  They  teach  a  falsehood  ;  not  in  time  past  understood 
and  designed  by  legislators,  but  on  that  account,  none  the  less  false. 
Nor  did  their  ignorance,  and  that  of  the  community  in  those  days 
of  darkness,  hinder  its  desolating  effects. 

"  The  law,"  says  Judge  Piatt,  "  which  licenses  the  sale  of  ardent 
spirits,  is  an  impediment  to  the  Temperance  Reformation.  When- 
ever public  opinion  and  the  moral  sense  of  our  community  shall  be 
so  far  corrected  and  matured  as  to  regard  tliem  in  their  true  light, 
and  when  the  public  safety  shall  be  thought  to  require  it,  dramshops 
will  be  indictable,  at  common  law,  as  public  nuisan4:esy 

Suppose  a  law  should  be  enacted  providing  that  none  should 
counterfeit  the  public  coin,  or  be  authorised  to  pass  counterfeit 
money,  in  small  quantities,  except  men  of  a  certain  character ;  and 
that  no  more  of  them  should  be  permitted  to  do  this,  than  certain 
other  men,  who  might,  or  might  not  be  interested  in  its  circulation, 
should  judge  would  be  for  the  public  good ;  and  that  they  should 
not  be  authorised  to  pass  it  to  drunkards,  as  it  might  injure  them, 
would  it  not  be  saying,  that  for  those  men  to  do  it,  as  the  law  pre- 
scribes, is  right  ?  Would  it  not  present  a  mighty  barrier  in  the 
way  of  convincing  them,  by  moral  means,  tliat  it  is  wrong  ?  And 
suppose,  in  some  rare  cases,  the  license  should  be  withheld  from 
those  who  had  passed  it  to  drunkards,  would  that  prevent  the  mis- 
chief? Apply  this  principle  to  any  other  vice.  And  that  it  does 
apply  with  all  its  force  to  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink, 
which  tends  only  to  injure  mankind,  is  most  manifest. 

But  says  another.  If  you  do  not  license  men  of  conscience  to  sell 
it,  men  of  no  conscience,  in  such  great  numbers,  will  sell  it,  that 
the  evil  will  be  overwhelming.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  license 
counterfeiters  to  prevent  the  community  from  being  deluged  with 
base  coin.  It  is  not  necessary  to  license  gamblers,  or  swindlers,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  community  from  being  overwhelmed  witli  their 
mischief.  No  more  is  it  needful  to  license  men  to  sell  ardent  spirit. 
If  wicked  men,  in  opposition  to  the  influence  of  moral  means,  will 
prosecute  a  wicked  business,  which  corrupts  our  youth,  wastes  our 
property,  and  endangers  our  lives;  the  community,  in  this  free  coun- 
try, this  land  of  liberty,  have  the  power  and  the  right,  without 
licensing  iniquity,  to  defend  themselves  from  its  evils.  This  opens 
the  door  J  and  the  only  door,  which  truth  and  duty  ever  open  for 
legiskuion  with  regard  to  sin  ;  not  to  license  and  sanction  itj  out 
to  defend  the  community  from  its  mischiefs  ;  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  is  best  adapted  to  deter  the  wicked  from  transgressUmj  and 
promote  as  far  as  practicable  their  good  and  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. And  this  is  the  change  in  legblation  with  regard  to  the 
sin  of  trafficking  in  ardent  spirit,  which  the  came  of  temperance,  of 
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patriotism,  of  virtue,  and  of  God,  now  imperiously  demands.  Treat 
this  vice,  as  other  vices  are  treated,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  branding  it  with  infamy. 

Let  legislators,  chosen  by  the  people  and  respectable  in  society, 
license  any  sin,  and  it  tends  to  shield  that  sin  from  public  odium ; 
and  to  perpetuate  it,  by  presenting  for  it  a  legal  justification.  "  He 
that  justifieih  the  wicked,  and  he  that  condemneth  the  just ;  even 
they  both  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord." 

Let  all  sanctioning  by  law  of  this  abominable  traffic  be  forever 
abandoned  ;  and  if  the  rising  indignation  of  a  deeply  injured,  and 
long  suffering  community  does  not  sweep  it  away,  and  men  are 
still  found  base  enough  to  continue  to  scatter  the  estates  of  their 
neighbors,  to  fill  our  almshouses  with  paupers  and  our  penitentiaries 
with  convicts,  to  make  wives  more  than  widows,  and  children  doubly 
orphans  ;  to  decoy  our  youth,  and  sink  them  to  a  premature  and 
an  ignominious  grave, — the  people,  if  they  choose,  by  the  arm  of 
legislation  can  undertake  the  holy,  righteous,  and  indispensable 
work  of  self  defence.  And  fts  all  political  power  is  in  their  hands, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  a  work  which  is  practicable.  The  wisdom 
of  legislators  chosen  without  the  aid  of  ardent  spirit,  and  the  pa- 
triotism of  statesmen  who  do  not  use  it,  or  rely  upon  it  for  sup- 
port ;  but  who  rely  on  the  righteousness  of  their  cause,  the  good 
sense  and  virtue  of  their  constituents,  and  the  gracious  aid  of  their 
God,  will  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  If 
necessary  to  protect  our  property,  our  children  and  our  lives,  and 
there  is  no  other,  or  no  better  way  to  do  it,  how  perfectly  easy, 
and  how  perfectly  just,  whenever  the  people  generally  shall  desire 
it,  to  indict  at  common  law  the  keeping  of  a  grogshop  as  a  public 
nuisance ;  or  to  provide  by  statute  that  those  who  make  paupers 
shall  support  them  ;  and  those  who  excite  others  to  commit  crimes 
shall  themselves  be  treated  as  criminals.  And  in  the  necessary, 
the  magnanimous,  the  glorious  work  of  legal  self  defence  from  an 
evil,  which,  in  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  of  reason,  religion,  hu- 
manity, and  of  God,  would  roll  over  earth  a  deluge  of  fire,  and 
annihilate  the  hopes  of  the  world,  legislators  may  expect,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  subject  is  understood,  the  united  and  cordial  support 
of  all  good  men. 

The  point  to  be  decided,  to  be  decided  by  legislators  of  these 
United  States,  to  be  decided  for  all  coming  posterity,  for  the  world, 
and  for  eternity,  is. 

Shall  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  be  treated  in  legislo' 
tion,  as  a  virtue,  or  a  vice  f  Shall  it  be  licensed,  sanctioned  by 
law,  and  perpetuated  to  roll  its  all  pervading  curses  onward  inter- 
minably ?  Or  shall  it  be  treated,  as  it  is  in  truth,  a  sin  ?  And  if 
there  shall  in  future,  be  men  base  enough  to  continue  to  commit 
it,  shall  the  cooununity,  in  self  defence,  by  wise  and  wholesoroe 
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legislation,  as  far  as  practicable  and  expedient,  shield  themselves 
from  its  evils ;  and  if  these  evils  must,  through  the  wickedness  of 
men,  continue  to  exist,  let  them  fall  as  leniently  as  the  public  safety 
will  permit,  alone  on  the  heads  of  their  authors  ?^ 

On  the  decision  of  this  question,  to  a  great  extent,  hangs  the 
endless  destiny  of  countless  millions.     In  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  ;  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Russia ;  Germany,  India,  and 
China ;  Africa,  and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  men  are  now  awaking 
from  the  slumber  of  ages,  and  on  this  subject  are  following  our  ex- 
ample.    They  look  to  us,  ask  for  information,  acknowledge  their 
obligations  to  our  priority,  and  cheer  us  onward.    Their  voice  seems 
to  rise  as  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  and  to  cry  from  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  earth.  Ye  who  were  blessed  with  the  power,  and  heart 
to  be  free,  and  to  commence  the  world's  emancipation,  stop  not,  or 
falter  till  it  is  finished.     Aid  not  by  example,  or  business,  or  lawsy 
what  you  labor  to  remove.     Sanction  not,  by  legislation,  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  burden  under  which  creation  has  so  long  groaned, 
and  which  she  is  now  agonizing  to  throw  off.     Cheer  her,  and 
help  her;  or  at  least  let  her  have  the  full  bene6tof  her  own  efforts, 
the  efibrts  of  her  friends,  and  the  aid  of  her  (rod ;  and  through  the 
grace  of  Him  that  worketh  all  in  all.  His  people  shall  be  free,  eter- 
nally free ;  and  the  glory  shall  be  given  to  Him,  to  whom  it  is  all 
due,  forever. 

*  In  1773,  it  was  represented  to  the  Legislatiure  of  Masnchnsetts,  that  spirit, 
dirtilled  through  leaden  pipes,  was  unwholesome,  and  hoitfol.  A  law  was  there- 
fore passed  that  no  person  should  use  such  pipes,  and  no  artificer  make  them  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  in  distilling,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  Assay 
mastere  were  appointed,  who  were  put  under  oath,  to  examine,  and  prove  to  the 
best  of  their  abilities,  all  pipes  that  were  used  in  distilling,  and  if  any  one  was  found 
to  contain  alloy  of  lead,  or  base  metal,  they  were  to  give  notice  to  the  distiller,  who 
was  forbidden  to  use  it  afterwards,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  (Mass. 
Laws.  Vol  n.  p.  1001.  Boston  Ed.  1807.) 

Why  might  they  not  use  leaden  pipes,  if  they  were  cheaper  than  others,  and  by 
using  them  they  would  make  more  money  ?  Because  they  were  injurious  to  health, 
and  endangered  men*s  lives.  They  were  therefore  forbidden  to  use  them  under 
penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  But  what  was  the  bjury  done  to  health,  and  what 
the  loss  of  homan  life,  by  the  use  of  leaden  pipes,  compared  with  that  occasioned 
by  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  ?  And  shall  legislators  forbid  the  one,  and  licence  the 
other  ?  Can  they  continue,  aAer  the  poisonous  nature  and  destructive  effects  of 
ardent  spirit  are  known,  to  license  the  sale  of  it  without  great  guilt  ?  If  they  do 
continue  to  do  it,  will  they  not,  at  the  divine  tribunal,  and  ought  they  not  at  the  bar 
of  pablic  opinion,  to  be  held  responsible  for  its  effects  ? 

Let  the  people,  who  have  long  been  suffering  its  destmctiye  effects,  ji 
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Wm.  Ropes, 

Daniel  Safford, 

John  Tappan, 
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Frederick  A.  Tracy,     JSTew  York, 

S.  V.  S.  Wilder,     Brooklyn,  J>r.  Y, 

Rev.  L.  Woods,  Andover,  Ms. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 
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Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Boston. 

Cornelias  Baker,  JWto  York. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Banister,  J^Tewhyryport. 

Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  Illinois. 

J.  Boorman,  JSTew  York. 

Joseph  Brewster,  ^ew  York  city. 

Daniel  D.  Broudhead,  Boston. 

John  Brooks,  SaUm. 

♦Rev.  M.  Bmen,  AVto  York  city. 

Josiah  Bamstead,  Boston. 
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David  I.  Borr,  Richmond,  Va, 
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♦Jonathan  Carleton,  Boston. 
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Nathaniel  R.  Cobb,  Boston. 

T.  Cock,  M.  D.,  JVHo  York  city. 

George  W.  M'Clellan,  Philadelphia. 

Francis  Cook,  H^casset,  Me. 

Rev.  S.  H.  Cox,  JVew  York  city. 

♦Rev.  Elias  Cornelius.  do. 

Hon.  Pliny  Cutler,  Boston. 

Orrin  Day,  Catskill,  JV.  Y. 

Rev.  S.  Dana,  Marblehead. 

James  Darrach,  Philadelphia. 

William  Darrach,  m.  d.,  do. 

George  Douglas,  AVto  York  city. 

Ezra  Dyer,  Boston. 

Rev.  W.  Eaton,  Middleborough,  Ms. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy,  Canadaigua,  JV.  Y. 

Thomas  Elmes,  do. 

Mr  Elmes,  PhiladelplUa,  Pa. 

William  Ely,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  Sylvanus  Haight,  Wilton,  Conn. 

R.  T.  llaines,  JX'tto  York  city. 

Wm.  A.  Hallock,  JVeto  York. 

C.  O.  Halstead.  do. 

John  Hanson,  Canadaigua,  A!  F. 

Rev.  Elias  Harrison,  Alexandria  D.  C. 

Calvin  Haven,  Boston, 

George  E.  Head,  do. 

Henry  Hill,  do. 


George  J.  Homer,  Boston, 
John  Hopkins,  Northampton. 
H.  Hudson,  Hartford,  Conn, 
Frederick  Hughes,  Salem. 
Thomas  P.  Ives,  Providence,  R.  I. 

A.  W.  Ives,  M.  D.,  .Yew  York  city. 
Rev.  Wm.  Jackson,  Alexandria,  D,  C. 
Mr.  Jamieson,  Alexandria,  D.  C, 
Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
William  Jenkins,  Providence,  R,  I. 
J.  Johnston,  JVeto  York  city, 
John  B.  Jones,  Boston. 
Eliphalet  Kimball,  do. 
Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  JVew  York  city 
J.  W.  Leavitt,  do. 
R.  Leavitt,  do. 

B.  H.  Lee,  do. 
♦Josiah  Little,  JVetoburyport, 
Eleazer  Lord,  JVew  York  city, 
Elijah  Mears,  Boston. 
♦Rev.  Asa  Mead,  Gorham,  Me. 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  m.  d.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  James  Milnor,  d.  d.,  JV*.  York  city. 
♦Rev.  Alfred  Mitchell,  JVorwick,  Conn 
Joseph  Montgomery,  Philadelphia. 
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APPETTDIX. 


A.     (P.  7.) 

Extracts  from  the  Speech  of  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq. 

After  spending  a  few  minutes  upon  other  and  preliminary  top- 
ics, Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to  say,  that  he   was  aware,   that  the 
American  Temperance  Society,  on  account  of  its  censures  of  the 
manufacturer  and  vender  of  ardent  spirit,  had  been  charged  with 
a  departure  from  its  original  object,  and  a  violation  of  its  consti- 
tution.    He  admitted,  that  the  only  object  within  the  scope  of  the 
constitution  and  labors  of  the  Society,  is  that  of  bringing  our  fel- 
low men  to  refrain  from  drinking  ardent  spirit ;  but  he  did  not  see 
why  in  addition  to  the  direct  efforts  made  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object,  we  might  not  also  seek  to  renaove  the  hinderances 
to  this  accomplishment.     !Now,  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirit  constitute  confessedly  a  very  great  hinderance  to  the 
work  of  inducing  our  fellow  men  to  quit  the  drinking  of  it;  and 
this  hinderance  the  Society  very  naturally  and  reasonably  labors 
to  remove.     Could  a  Society,  that  should  require  its  members  to 
abstain  from  purchasing  lottery  tickets,  he  expected  to  preserve 
silence  on  the  subject  of  lottery  offices?     Could  a  Society,  formed 
to  discountenance  gambling  at  cards  or  billiards,  be  expected  to 
look  with  unconcern  on  the  allurements  of  gambling  houses.^     No 
more  can  a  Society,  formed  to  dissuade  men  from  drinking  ardent 
spirit,  look  with  indifference  on  the  attractions  and  snares  of  the 
rum  shop.     As,  in  the  one  case,  the  lottery  office  and  the  gam- 
bling house  irresistibly  invite  thousands  to  purchase  tickets,  and 
to  stake  their  money  at  cards  or  billiards,  who,  but  for  their  sight 
of  these  resorts,  would  never  have  fallen  into  this  folly;   so  is  it 
in  the  other,  that  men  drink  ardent  spirit,  because  of  the  inviting 
facilities  for  getting  it,  and  so  is  it,  that  whilst  these  facilities  ex- 
ist, our  direct  effbrts  to  promote  total  abstinence  will  be  measur- 
ably, if  not  fatally  counteracted  by  them.     Such  views  we  must 
certainly  admit  to  be  just,  unless  we  deny  what  the  bible  and  our 
hearts  and  our  observation  teach  us  about  the  power  of  tempta- 
tion. #  #  # 

One  view  of  this  business,  and  on  which  its  advocates  lay  great 
stress,  is,  that  it  employs  a  great  amount  of  labor,  and  forms  do 
inconsiderable  item  in  the  industry  of  the  nation.  It  is  true,  that 
it  does  so.  But,  instead  of  crediting  the  business  with  any  thing 
on  this  account,  we  bring  up  its  employment  of  ten  thousands  of 
our  citizens  as  a  strong  argument   against  it;  for  their  employ- 
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ment  is  upon  an  object  utterly  valueless.  I  am  aware,  that  the 
notion  is  somewhat  prevalent  amongst  us,  (I  believe  we  are  in- 
debted to  European  political  economists  for  it),  that  the  employ- 
ment of  labor  by  government  or  by  wealthy  individuals,  even  if 
it  be  upon  an  object  absolutely  worthless,  is  nevertheless  a  praise- 
worthy liberality  and  of  general  benefit.  The  doctrine,  in  my 
view,  is  unsound  at  all  times  and  every  where.  But,  even  if  it 
could  be  sustained  in  its  application  to  one  of  the  densely  peopled 
states  of  £urope,  how  plainly  inapplicable  is  it  to  our  own  coun- 
try, where  population  is  sparse,  and  the  demand  for  labor  for 
useful  objects  great  and  incessant.  But,  if  we  cannot  spare  la- 
bor for  objects,  our  only  objection  to  which  is  that  they  are  use- 
less, how  can  we  justify  its  diversion  to  objects  not  only  perfectly 
useless,  but  as  pernicious  as  useless? — And  it  is  surely  too  late 
to  deny  that  this  character  belongs  to  the  distillation  and  sale  of 
ardent  spirit.  The  proposition,  that  the  thousands  of  farmers  and 
manufacturers  and  venders  in  our  country,  who  are  engaged  in 
ministering  to  the  filthy  appetite  of  the  drinkers  of  ardent  spirit, 
should  relinquish  their  business,  and  employ  their  time  and  cap- 
ital in  bringing  common  stones  from  the  Rocky  mountains  to  scat- 
ter over  the  Union,  could,  as  easily  as  their  present  business,  be 
defended  by  the  political  economist.  And  to  go  a  step  farther, 
and  to  bring  into  view  the  pernicious  properties  as  well  as  the 
worthlessnobs  of  ardent  spirit;  if  these  persons  wafp.  to  bring 
loads  of  venomous  »prppntq.  instead  of  stones,  to  scatter  over  our 
whole  land,  they  could  be  justilied  as  easily  for  such  strange 
work,  as  they  can  be  for  their  present  business;  and  to  extend 
the  parallel  still  further — if  each  of  these  serpents  were  armed 
with  mortal  stings,  as  well  for  the  soul  as  for  the  body,  then  would 
such  strange  work  still  more  closely  resemble  their  present  busi- 
ness. *  #  # 

There  is  one  consideration,  which  shows  conclusively,  that 
this  business  of  making  and  selling  ardent  spirit  does  not  aug- 
ment the  wealth  of  the  nation.  We  not  only  drink  nearly  all  we 
manufacture,  but  we  buy  largely  of  other  nations  to  answer  the 
demands  of  our  rum  thirst.  If  we  manufactured  spirit  for  other 
nations,  as  we  grow  tobacco  for  them,  worthless  as  are  both  the 
poisons,  and  clearly  as  they  both  should  be,  and  yet  will  be,  on 
every  Christian's  list  of  contraband  goods;  we  might,  perhaps, 
in  that  case,  find  the  business  more  profitable;  but  we  drink  them 
ourselves;  and  therefore  whatever  is  gained  from  the  business  by 
any  individuals  amongst  us  is  gained  from  the  pockets  of  their 
countrymen.  The  vender,  who  sells  to  his  rum  drinking  neigh- 
bor a  gallon  of  spirit,  gets,  it  may  be,  his  profit  of  a  shilling;  but 
that  shilling  and  the  whole  residue  of  the  cost  are  so  much  loss 
to  his  neighbor.  Would  that  this  covered  the  whole  loss  of  the 
unhappy  man,  who  drinks  it!  That  one  gallon,  it  may  be,  drowns 
his  soul  in  perdition »  *  *  * 

As  things  now  are,  every  nine  sober  men  in  this  nation  are  bor^ 
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dencd  with  the  partial  or  entire  maintenance  of  a  drunkard;  for 
every  tenth  man  is  a  drunkard;  and  drunkard  and  pauper,  as  we 
know,  are  well  nigh  interchangeable  terms.  And  not  only  are 
the  sober  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  drunkard,  but  their 
contributions  to  public  objects  are  greatly  increased  by  the  gen- 
eral inability  of  the  drunkard  to  contribute  to  them.  For  in- 
stance, arc  there  churches,  school-houses,  colleges,  academies, 
roads,  bridges  to  be  built.'*  ministers  of  the  gospel  and  school 
teachers  to  be  supported.^  taxes  to  be  paid.^  then  the  nine  have 
to  represent,  and  to  pay  for,  the  ten.  #  ♦c  * 

All  admit,  that  a  dense  population  is  very  important,  if  not  in- 
deed indispensable,  to  the  success  of  manufactures.  How  great- 
ly, therefore, would  this  interest  suffer  in  our  country  by  the  loss 
of  one  tenth  or  one  twentieth  of  our  families?  But  this  loss  has 
virtually  taken  place.  Drunkenness  has  disabled,  has  struck 
down,  this  proportion  of  our  families;  and,  instead  of  contribut- 
ing to  our  national  industry,  they  are  heavy  drawbacks  on  it. 
Now  the  magic,  that  would  convert  our  300,000  drunken  men 
into  300,000  sober  men,  would  do  more  for  the  wealth,  not  to 
speak  of  the  other  valuable  interests  of  our  country — would  ex- 
ert more  powerful  and  happier  influences  upon  all  the  sources  of 
our  economical  as  well  as  moral  prosperity — than  the  imagina- 
tion can  conceive.  Total  abstinence  is  this  magic.  Banish  ar- 
dent spirit  from  the  land,  and  this  mighty  and  blessed  change  i& 
wrought. 

But  the  farmer  soya  -"  I  cuuld  not  get  as  high  prices  for  my 
corn  and  rye,  if  the  distilleries,  that  are  now  my  best  market  for 
them,  were  broken  up;"  and  a  present  and  definite  gain  out- 
weighs in  his  mind  the  indirect  and  more  distant,  and  therefore 
but  partially  credited  losses,  which  he  suffers  by  distilleries.  But 
this  present  and  definite  gain  is  unreal.  Break  up  the  distille- 
ries; let  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  cease;  and  no  small  propor- 
tion of  the  money,  now  expended  for  the  poison,  would  go  into 
the  farmer's  pocket,  in  exchange  lor  his  bread  stuffs,  meats, 
butter,  cheese.  Sec.  *  *  * 

There  is  one  stubborn  fact  opposed  to  the  supposition,  that  the 
manufacture  of  whiskey  increases  the  prices  of  grain.  In  no 
state  in  the  Union  has  the  Temperance  Reformation  been  carried 
to  a  greater  extent  than  in  New  York.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  the  distilleries  in  it  have  been  abandoned.  Thousands  of  her 
citizens  have  relinquished  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit.  Nearly  half 
a  million  of  her  citizens  have  conscientiously  sealed  up  their  lips 
against  the  deadly  drink ;  and  yet  the  prices  of  coarse  grains 
within  her  limits  have  not  fallen.  So  far  from  their  having  fallen, 
they  have  been  higher  during  the  last  five  years,  or  period  of  the 
Temperance  Reformation,  than  they  had  been  during  any  equal 
period  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  if  we  except  the  five  years 
inunediately  following  1812,  and  comprising  the  time  of  our  sec- 
ond war  with  Great-Britain.     To  how  large  an  extent  should  the 
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farmers  of  New- York  ascribe  their  present  unexampled  thrifl  to 
the  Temperance  Reformation!  #  #  # 

Among  the  reasons,  by  which  Mr.  S.  urged  the  dealers  in  ar- 
dent spirit  to  discontinue  their  business,  is  the  fact,  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  all  who  engage  in  this  business,  not  to  speak 
of  its  frequently  ruinous  consequences  to  their  children,  become 
poor  and  drunken  in  it.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  was  carefully  ascer- 
tained a  year  or  two  since,  that  in  the  country  town  in  which  he 
resided,  there  had  been  during  the  twenty-two  previous  years, 
exclusive  of  those  remaining  in  the  traffic,  twenty-nine  dealers 
in  ardent  spirit;  that  five  of  them  had  discontinued  the  business, 
without  material  loss  or  gain  in  it;  that  twenty  of  the  remainder 
were  still  living,  but  were  all  poor  and  drunken;  and  that  the 
other  four  had  all  died  drunken  and  poor.  Here,  said  Mr.  S. 
we  have  a  specimen  of  the  legitimate  effects  of  this  business,  on 
those  who  engage  in  it.  Here  we  see  a  business  for  which 
Heaven  has  no  smiles. 

But  say  the  distillers — '*  We  can't  afford  to  give  up  our  distil- 
leries. They  are  our  living — ^the  living  of  our  families — and  we 
must  not  be  ur,ged  to  abandon  them."  We  reply  to  them, 
**  Trust  God.  Betake  yourselves  to  innocent  occupations,  and 
you  will  find  your  bread  and  water  made  sure  in  them."  The 
men  of  Ephesus,  who  got  their  living  by  practising  curious  arts, 
are  an  example  of  self-denial  to  the  distiller.  When  they  felt  the 
hand  of  God  upon  their  consciences,  they  brought  their  books 
together,  and  burned  them  before  all  men;  and  this  too,  notwith- 
standing they  cost  fifly  thousand  pieces  of  silver.  Reading  in 
the  Books  of  Chronicles  recently,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  met  with  an  an- 
swer made  to  one  who  was  distrustful  of  Providence,  which  I 
think  is  most  happily  applicable  to  them,  who  hesitate  to  quit  the 
rum  traffic.  Amaziah,  one  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  had  **  hired  an 
hundred  thousand  mighty  men  of  valor  out  of  Israel,  for  an  hun- 
dred talents  of  silver.  But  there  came  a  man  of  God  to  him, 
saying,  O  King,  let  not  the  army  of  Israel  go  with  thee;  for  the 
Lord  is  not  with  Israel.  God  will  make  thee  fall  before  the  ene- 
my. And  Amaziah  said  to  the  man  of  God,  but  what  shall  we 
do  for  the  hundred  talents,  which  I  have  given  to  the  army  of 
Israel  ?  And  the  man  of  God  answered — *  The  Lord  is  able  to 
give  thee  much  more  than  this.'  So  say  we  to  him,  whose  con- 
fidence for  the  support  of  his  family  still  lingers  on  his  distillery 
— **  The  Lord  is  able  to  give  thee  much  more  than  this."  It 
need  not  be  added,  that  Amaziah  was  blessed  in  his  obedience. 
To  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  and  vender,  who  feel  that  they 
cannot  afford  to  withdraw  from  the  body  and  soul  destroying 
business,  in  which  they  are  engaged,  we  have  this  conclusive 
remark  to  make — **  Whatever  else  you  can  afford  or  cannot  af- 
ford to  do,  there  is  one  thing  certainly,  that  neither  you  nor  any 
other  accountable  beings  can  afford  to  do:  You  cannot  afford  to 
do  wrong."  #  #  # 

7* 
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The  general  remark,  that  a  people  are  no  better  than  their 
law3,  is  a  just  one;  for  not  only  are  their  laws  expressive  of  their 
moral  sense,  but  they  react  upon  it  with  a  strong  influence.  The 
instances  are  without  number,  where  good  men  have  pursued  a 
business  in  all  good  conscience,  from  which  their  virtuous  sensi- 
bilities would  have  shrunk  away  instantly,  had  not  that  business, 
essentially  unjust  and  wicked,  been  commended  to  them  by  the 
sanction  of  the  laws.  How  lamentably  was  the  moral  sense  of 
Christendom  blunted  by  the  legalised  trafiic  in  human  flesh! 
But  the  laws  came  at  last  to  denounce  the  trafiic;  and  how  great- 
ly did  they  help  to  recover  that  sense  to  a  healthy  tone.  We  of 
this  age  look  upon  the  slave  trade  as  fit  for  pirates  only; — and 
why  so? — mainly  because  the  laws  declare  it  piracy.  But  for 
this,  how  small  comparatively  would  be  our  abhorrence  of  this 
trade!  Now,  the  people  of  this  country  still  look  with  a  partial 
eye  on  the  rum  traffic.  But,  let  the  laws  brand  it,  and  our  chil- 
dren will  look  upon  it  with  an  abhorrence,  rivalling  that  with 
which  we  regard  the  slave  trade. 

Our  laws  are  guilty  of  a  gross  inconsistency  in  upholding  the 
rum  traffic,  and,  at  the  same  time,  suppressing  loss  evils.  This 
inconsistency  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  strong  delusions  wrought 
upon  the  public  mind  by  the  custom  of  rum  drinking.  Compare, 
for  instance,  the  very  different  treatment,  which  horse  racing 
and  the  rum  traffic  receive  at  the  hands  of  our  laws.  The  one  is 
very  extensively  interdicted,  whilst  the  other  is  licensed  and  pro- 
tected; and  all  must  admit,  that,  compared  with  the  rum  traffic, 
horse  racing  is  venial  and  harmless.  Indeed,  it  is  rum,  that 
clothes  the  race  course,  and  the  lottery,  and  the  gambling  house, 
and  the  theatre,  with  their  most  horrid  features;  and,  but  for  this 
grand  aliment  of  our  public  vices,  they  would  all  greatly  lan- 
guish, and  soon  die.  Extend  the  comparison  to  lotteries.  The 
laws  are  fast  suppressing  them,  whilst  they  leave  the  rum  trade 
to  ffourish;  and  who  will  pretend,  that  the  evil  of  lotteries  is  as 
wide  spread  and  as  malignant  as  that  of  rum  shops!  Mark,  too, 
the  further  inconsistency  of  the  laws  on  this  subject — the  further 
evidence  of  their  partiality  for  rum  sellers.  Whilst  they  punish 
drunkards,  by  posting  them,  by  depriving  them  of  their  property 
and  otherwise,  they  encourage  and  protect  the  men  who  make 
these  drunkards.  Now  why  may  not  they,  who  get  up  lotteries 
and  sell  tickets;  and  they,  who  get  up  the  race  and  introduce 
their  horses,  claim  a  like  indulgence  from  the  laws;  and  that  if 
punishment  must  be  visited  on  their  business,  it  should  fall  on 
those  who  purchase  the  tickets,  and  those  who  go  to  witness  the 
race?  Why  this  difference?  Why,  in  the  lottery  business,  visit 
the  punishment  on  the  seller,  and  in  the  rum  business  on  the 
buyer?  The  general  delusion,  produced  by  the  custom  of  rum 
drinking,  can  alone  account  for  the  diffTerence.  To  this  same 
delusion  must  we  ascribe  the  ludicrous  and  mad  conduct  of  the 
authorities  in  some  of  our  villages  and  cities,  during  the  pesti- 
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lence  the  last  year.  They  would  hurry  in  their  fright  to  abate 
as  nuisances  the  business  of  the  poor  butcher  on  the  one  hand, 
and  that  of  the  innocent  dealer  in  hides  on  the  other.  They 
were  full  of  anxiety  about  these  rills  of  danger;  but  they  thought 
not  of  the  big  stream  of  cholera  and  death,  which  the  sacred  and 
inviolable  grocery,  that  stood  between  them,  was  still  suffered  to 
pour  out  day  and  night. 

How  strange  it  is,  that  the  selfish  interests  of  men  do  not  rise 
up  against  the  rum  traffic,  and  put  it  down  forever.  I  will  use 
language  here,  which  I  have  used  elsewhere.  '*  In  reference  to 
the  taxes  with  which  the  making  and  vending  of  ardent  spirit  load 
the  community,  how  unfair  towards  others  is  the  occupation  of 
the  maker  and  vender  of  it!  A  town,  for  instance,  contains  one 
hundred  drunkards.  The  profit  of  making  these  drunkards  is  en- 
joyed by  some  half  a  dozen  persons;  but  the  burden  of  these 
drunkards  rests  upon  the  whole  town.  Now  I  ask,  whether 
there  would  be  one  law  in  the  statute  book  more  righteous  than 
that,  which  should  require  those  who  have  the  profit  of  making 
our  drunkards,  to  be  burdened  with  the  support  of  them.'" 

The  statements  and  opinions  of  that  distinguished  jurist  and 
philanthropist,  Jonas  Platt,  on  any  of  the  subjects  discussed  in 
the  preceding  Address,  must  command  great  respect.  Judge 
Piatt,  in  his  excellent  Address  delivered  on  the  26th  of  February 
last,  before  the  Temperance  Society  of  the  county  of  Clinton^ 
N.  Y.  uses  the  following  language: — 

'^  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  upon  a  careful  estimate,  it  is 
found,  that  of  the  tavern-keepers  and  retailers  of  ardent  spirits 
in  this  State,  during  the  last  forty  years,  more  than  two-thirds 
have  become  drunkards,  and  reduced  their  families  to  poverty 
and  wretchedness.  Still,  that  class  of  men  oppose  temperance 
societies  with  blind  infatuation!  Let  us  redouble  our  efforts  by 
kind  entreaty  and  friendly  admonition,  to  save  them  from  their 
own  worst  enemies,  themselves. 

*'  I  respectfully  submit  for  public  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
repealing  our  statute  for  taxing  and  licensing  the  retailing  of  ar- 
dent spirit.  By  fair  construction,  such  license  and  tax  legalise 
the  traffic,  (so  far  as  the  authority  of  our  legislature  extends), 
and  a  plausible  excuse  is  aflbrded  to  those  who  now  pay  a  pre- 
mium for  such  legislative  sanction.  This  law  is  an  impediment 
to  the  Temperance  Reformation.  Public  opinion  would  be 
brought  to  bear  with  much  greater  force,  against  the  practice  of 
retailing  this  poison,  if  dram-shops  were  lefl  unlicensed  and  un- 
sanctioned by  any  .statute  regulations  whatever. 

**  In  a  pecuniary  view,  the  tax  on  such  retailers  is  a  policy, 
which  is  *  penny  wise,  and  pound  foolish,'  for  it  is  obvious  that 
the  increased  public  burdens  which  they  occasion,  are  a  hundred 
fold  greater  than  the  amount  of  the  tax. 

"  An  agent,  (Mr.  Rodney),  who  was  sent  by  our  government 
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a  few  years  ago,  to  ascertain  the  political  condition  and  prospects 
of  one  of  the  new  republics  in  Spanish  America,  states  in  his  re- 
port, that  the  sale  of  indulgences,  or  licenses  to  commit  particu- 
lar specified  sins,  under  ecclesiastical  authority,  was  one  of  the 
principal  sources  of  revenue  in  that  mock-republic.  The  prices 
were  of  course  graduated  according  to  the  degrees  of  criminality 
in  the  act  so  licensed.  No  wonder,  that  with  such  notions  of 
morality,  and  with  such  views  of  political  economy,  our  neigh- 
bors in  the  southern  hemisphere  have  succeeded  so  illy  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  republican  governments.  Whether  the  tax  and 
license  under  our  government,  for  committing  the  sin  of  keeping 
a  poisonous  drain-shop,  bears  any  analogy  to  the  policy  of  that 
southern  republic,  I  submit  to  the  serious  consideration  of  my 
fellow  citizens." 


Substance  of  an  Address  delivered  at  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society  in  JSeto  York,  May  7,  1833,  by 
Wilbur  Fisk,  D.D,  President  of  the  WesUyan  University,  Mid- 
dletown,  Conn. 

It  is  less  difficult  to  convince  the  retailer,  who  has  regard  to 
moral  principle,  of  his  participation  in  the  guilt  of  intemperance, 
than  the  manufacturer  and  wholesale  dealer.  The  former  is  per- 
sonally and  constantly  conversant  with  the  evils  of  intoxication. 
As  the  glass  or  the  bottle  passes  from  his  hand,  it  goes  directly 
into  the  hand  of  him  who  is  ruined  thereby — the  retailer  sees  the 
fires  that  burn  like  Sodom,  in  the  countenance  of  his  customer — 
fires  which  he  has  contributed  to  kindle,  and  the  appropriate  ali- 
ment of  which,  he  is  constantly  furnishing.  Supported  by  such 
arguments,  an  appeal  to  the  retailer,  not  wholly  lost  to  moral 
feeling,  must  have  an  effect.  It  is  on  this  account,  doubtless,  that 
so  many  more  retailers  than  wholesale  dealers,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  numbers,  have  abandoned  the  traffic.  And  yet 
in  every  possible  correct  moral  estimate  of  the  subject,  the  whole- 
sale dealer  stands  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  these  evils, 
with  the  retailer.  And  of  this,  if  he  will  look  at  the  arguments 
in  the  case,  he  may  be  convinced.  Let  him  remember,  that 
every  gallon,  which  passes  through  his  hands,  is  destined  to  assist 
in  forming  the  appetite  of  some  moderate  drinker,  or  burn  out  the 
vitals  of  some  miserable  wretch,  whose  appetite  is  already  formed 
— that  the  hogsheads  of  rum  that  float  in  his  vessels,  or  lie  upon 
his  wharves  or  in  his  stores,  are  the  seeds  of  future  diseases  and 
crimes — that  they  go  forth  to  spread  a  physical  and  moral  miasma 
over  the  land,  and  will  become  the  murderers  of  fathers  and  of 
mothers,  of  wives  and  of  children,  scattering  a  mildew  over  the 
field  of  promise,  and  a  blight  upon  the  bud  of  hope — let  hira,  I 
say,  remember  this,  and  if  his  moral  sense  is  not  blunted,  will  it 
not  be  pained  ? 

Suppose,  sir,  that  a  dealer  in  this  article,  should  be  infonned 
that  there  was  a  gallon  in  one  of  his  tierces  which,  if  sufiered  to 
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go  out  into  the  hands  of  the  retailer,  would  give  the  finishing 
touch  to  the  formation  of  an  appetite,  which  would  lead  some  de- 
luded wretch  to  ruin;  or  that  it  would  excite  to  the  murder  of  a 
wife  or  a  child, — crimes  which  are  often  committed  through  the 
delirium  of  intoxication, — would  not  a  conscientious  man  empty 
that  gallon  upon  the  wharf,  or  cast  it  into  the  ocean  ?  Nay,  if 
he  could  not  distinguish  the  murderer's  portion  from  the  mass, 
would  he  not  lose  his  whole  stock  before  he  would,  in  this  way, 
become  accessary  to  murder  ?  If  this  same  merchant  can  be^ 
convinced,  that  his  stock,  united  with  those  of  other  importers  and 
manufacturers,  is  directly  carrying  on  this  work  of  death  all  over 
the  land — that  it  becomes  both  the  occasion  and  iiw/rtimen^  of  thirty 
thousand  suicides  annually — that  it  occasions,  probably,  the  death 
of  twice  that  number,  by  increasing  the  malignity  of  diseases 
which,  but  for  ardent  spirits,  would  not  have  proved  mortal — that 
it  annually  becomes  the  occasion  and  exciting  cause  of  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  civil  crimes  in  these  United  States,  besides 
all  its  other  innumerable  social,  moral,  and  political  evils;  if  he 
could  be  convinced  of  this,  and  be  induced  to  fix  his  attention  on 
these  considerations,  for  but  even  a  few  moments,  would  he  not 
be  constrained  to  renounce  the  traffic,  as  criminal  in  the  sight  of 
God,  and  treasonable  against  the  best  interests  of  man  ?     *     *     » 

I.  The  dealer  is  favorable  to  the  common  use  of  ardent  spirits^ 
and  knowingly  takes  measures  to  secure  their  consumption. 

But  he  knows  also,  that  their  common  use  is  invariably  followed 
by  intemperance.     Therefore, 

The  dealer  is,  on  the  whole,  favorable  to  intemperance,  and 
knowingly  takes  measures  to  produce  it. 

Permit  me  to  invite  the  dealer  to  suspend  all  irritation  of  feel- 
ing at  the  seeming  uncharitableness  of  the  charge,  and  to  enter 
with  me  into  a  candid  investigation  of  the  argument.  If  it  cannot 
be  sustained,  he  will,  in  defiance  of  this  argument,  go  clear  ;  but 
if  it  can  be  supported,  he  must  give  up  his  claim  to  moral  princi- 
ple, or  give  up  his  traffic. 

I  say,  then,  the  dealer  favors  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
takes  measures  to  secure  their  consumption.  His  act  of  selling 
proves  this.  The  liquors,  set  out  for  show  in  decanters  upon  his 
counter  or  on  his  shelves, — the  words  brandy,  rum,  gin,  Irish 
WHISKEY,  &c.,  written  upon  his  casks,  or  upon  his  sign  at  the 
door,  all  most  clearly  show  this.  This  also  is  shown  by  his  pub- 
lic advertisements;  for  these  are  proofs  that  he  wishes  to  sell: 
nay,  he  manufactures  w  buys  for  that  very  purpose.  But  if  he 
wishes  to  sell,  he  wishes  the  consumption;  for  he  well  knows, 
the  moment  the  consumption  ceases,  the  market  is  at  an  end.  Ii 
he  does  not  wish  for  a  vent  for  his  liquors  through  the  channels 
of  consumption,  by  which  alone  he  can  have  a  market,  let  him 
advertise  in  a  little  different  form  from  his  usual  advertisements. 
I  would  suggest  a  form  something  like  the  following: — 

''  A.  B.  having  increased  his  stock  in  trade,  by  a  late  parchase 

11 
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of  choice  liquors,  consisting  of  Jamaica  rum,  French  brandj, 
Holland  gin,  &c,  hereby  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommends 
to  all  his  former  customers  and  others,  to  refrain  from  any  farther 
purchase  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  he  is  fully  convinced  that  the 
use  of  these  liquors  is  most  pernicious,  and  leads  to  numerous 
and  complicated  evils." 

I  suppose  our  rum-advertising  newspapers  would  insert  such 
an  advertisement  for  their  usual  price.  And  in  this  way,  not  only 
would  our  merchants  and  others,  who  do  7wl  wish  io  sell,  be  saved 
the  pain  of  numerous  applications,  but  they  will  also  serve  the 
cause  of  temperance,  by  a  word  of  caution  to  a  portion  of  the 
community  who  most  need  it,  and  who,  perhaps,  would  never  read 
any  thing  on  the  subject  in  any  other  form.  Does  the  dealer 
hesitate  to  advertise  in  this  way?  Then  it  is  because  he  wishes 
to  sell.  But  he  says,  perhaps,  this  would  place  him  in  a  ridiculous 
light  before  the  public.  It  would  indeed;  but  no  more  ridiculous 
than  he  makes  himself  when  he  says  he  does  not  wish  to  sell,  and 
yet  buys,  advertises,  Sac,  for  that  very  purpose. 

But,  perhaps,  the  vender  will  say,  he  does  not  wish  to  sell,  but 
he  is  obliged  to  deal  some  in  this  article,  in  order  to  keep  his 
trade  good  in  other  articles;  for  unless  his  customers  can  obtain 
their  spirits  of  him,  they  will  go  elsewhere  for  other  things.  On 
this  account,  therefore,  he  keeps  a  little,  but  does  not  offer  it  un- 
til asked  for,  nor  advertise  it  on  his  sign,  or  in  the  public  prints. 
This  is  encouraging,  for  it  shows  that  conscience  is  at  work,  and 
will  probably  carry  the  question  in  favor  of  correct  principle  be- 
fore long.  But  to  be  plain  with  such  a  dealer,  we  must  say,  that 
however  we  respect  the  workings  of  moral  principle,  which  has 
led  him  to  this  expedient,  he  has,  it  is  believed,  done  very  little 
yet  to  ease  his  conscience.  His  plea,  reduced  to  plain  and  con- 
cise English,  is  simply  this:  ''  I  would  not  sell  ardent  spirits  if  I 
could  make  as  much  money  by  refraining!"  How  far  money- 
making  will  justify  him,  in  a  business  which  he  himself  acknow- 
ledges to  be  of  pernicious  tendency,  I  leave,  for  the  present,  to 
be  settled  by  the  decisions  of  his  conscience,  which  seems  to  be 
disturbed  already;  and  pass  to  notice  some  other  expedients  for 
evading  the  force  of  our  argument. 

The  dealer  may  tell  us,  perhaps,  that  a  wish  to  sell  does  not 
imply  a  wish  for  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits.  That  it  is  oo 
concern  of  his  what  becomes  of  them  after  they  pass  out  of  his 
hands  and  he  gets  his  pay.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  sale 
implies  the  use,  and  when  we  know  that  two  or  more  things  are 
inseparably  connected,  it  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say,  we  will  have 
the  one,  and  yet  we  do  not,  on  the  whole,  desire  the  other.  Though 
we  may  not  desire  the  other,  in  itself  considered,  yet  on  the  whole 
we  do  desire  it,  whenever  we  determine  at  any  rate  to  have  its  in- 
separable attendant — as  then  there  can  be  no  market,  and  of 
course  no  sale,  without  the  consumption, — so  a  determination  to 
sell,  necessarily  involves  an  approbation  of  the  use. 
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But  the  dealer  may  hope  to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  intem- 
perance still,  by  saying,  that,  though  he  does  desire  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  he  does  not  thereby  favor  drunkenness,  for  he  does 
not  wish  to  furnish  any  for  the  drunkard;  and  if  he  could  have 
his  will,  the  drunkard  should  not  be  furnished  with  it  at  all.  But, 
in  the  first  place,  it  is  well  known,  if  the  traffic  is  generally  sanc- 
tioned, the  drunkard  will  have  it.  According  to  the  principles  of 
human  society,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  into  operation  one  law  for 
the  drunkard,  and  another  for  the  temperate:  and,  farther,  if  a 
man  will  sell,  and  it  is  practicable  to  make  a  distinction  in  the 
purchasers,  it  should,  by  every  consideration  of  public  good,  be 
the  other  way.  He  who  would  sell  with  the  least  injury  to  com- 
munity, should  sell  only  to  the  drunkard  and  drunken.  To 
sell  to  these,  is  only  to  give  the  finishing  stroke  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  already  in  ruins;  but  to  sell  to  the  temperate,  is  to 
take  measures  to  lead  the  respectable  and  useful  to  profligacy 
and  ruin.  If  it  would  shock  the  feelings  of  the  dealer  to  present 
another  cup  to  him  who  is  now  reeling,  and  by  which,  he  who  is 
clamorous  and  troublesome,  and  perhaps  dangerous,  is  put  to  sleep, 
how  much  more  ought  it  to  shock  his  feelings,  to  present  the  cup 
to  a  respectable  and  intelligent  citizen,  by  which  he  may  become 
a  drunkard. 

But  we  will  hear  all  that  the  dealer  can  urge  for  himself.  He 
tells  us  again,  that  though  he  may  be  considered  favorable  to  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  yet  the  conclusion  is  not  just,  that 
''  he  is  favorable  to  intemperance,  and  that  he  knowingly  takes 
measures  to  produce  it."  For  he  does  not  wish  any  man  to  be- 
come intemperate,  and  it  greatly  afflicts  him  to  know  that  any 
one  ruins  himself  in  this  way.  He  does  not  sell  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  drunkenness,  and  therefore  he  is  not  responsible. 

But,  for  what  purpose  does  he  sell?  For  the  gain,  undoubtedly. 
And  does  he  not  sell  with  the  certain  knowledge,  that  drunken- 
ness will  follow  ?  He  knows  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
which  is  implied  in  the  sale,  always  was,  and  doubtless  always 
will  be,  followed  by  intemperance.  Here  let  us  refer  to  a  prin- 
ciple already  laid  down — ^that  where  two  things  are  known  to  be 
inseparable,  whoever  takes  measures  to  introduce  the  one,  does, 
by  that  very  course,  favor  the  introduction  of  the  other.  He  does 
not  desire  the  other,  in  itself  considered,  but  he  actually  prefers 
the  introduction  of  both,  rather  than  forego  that  which  is  the  direct 
object  of  his  desire.  In  the  case  before  us,  the  dealer  does  not 
directly,  and ybr  its  own  sake,  desire  drunkenness,  but  he  desires 
the  gains  of  the  traflic,  and  he  will  sooner  aid  in  introducing  in- 
temperance and  all  its  woes,  than  forego  these  gains.  The  ques- 
tion then  comes  to  this: — Is  a  man  free  from  responsibility,  for  a 
known  wrong  done  by  himself,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  the  act, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  wrong,  btit  in  view  of  his  own  persona] 
advantage  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  to  make  the  case  still  plainer, 
is  it,  or  is  it  not,  a  moral  offence  to  injure  another  for  a  rewtrd. 
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when  the  injurious  act  was  not  done  on  account  of  ill-will  to  the 
injured  person,  but  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  reward!  A  child 
would  be  casuist  enough  to  solve  this  question.  Apply  it  to  some 
cases  in  point.  In  the  well-known  murder  of  Mr.  White,  of  Sa- 
lem, Mass.,  the  murderer  had  no  malice  against  the  murdered 
victim  of  his  cupidity,  he  only  wanted  the  thousand  dollars  that 
was  oficred  him  for  the  deed.  Was  he  innocent?  Judas  had  no 
wish  to  take  the  life  of  his  Master,  he  doubtless  hoped  he  would 
escape,  though  he  should  be  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies— at  any  rate,  the  betrayer  wanted  the  tliirty  pieces  of  silver. 
Was  Judas  justified?  If  not,  how  shall  the  plea  of  justification 
be  available,  on  a  similar  ground,  in  the  case  before  us?  In  one 
respect,  indeed,  the  case  of  Judas  appears  less  unfavorable  than 
that  of  those  engaged  in  the  rum  trade.  Judas  had  very  good 
ground  to  hope,  that  his  Master,  as  he  had  done  before,  would 
convey  himself  away  by  miraculous  power,  and  thus  he  himself 
would  get  the  bribe,  and  no  evil  \vould  ensue.  But  no  such  hope 
can  encourage  the  heart  of  the  dealer  in  intoxicating  liquors.  He 
knows,  when  he  pockets  the  gains,  that  it  is  the  price  of  blood. 
As  the  destructive  poison  leaves  his  store,  he  understands  its 
destiny  and  the  fatal  result.  He  needs  no  second  sight,  no  su- 
pernatural spirit  of  prophecy,  to  predict,  that,  through  this  traffic, 
a  thousand  masters  will  be  betrayed,  that  the  sacred  obligations 
of  religion  will  be  violated  in  uncounted  instances;  that  it  will 
turn  men  to  demons,  and  excite  them  to  obscenity,  and  blasphe- 
my, and  murder;  that  it  will  lay  trains  for  the  circulation  of  the 
cholera  and  other  diseases  to  spread  over  the  land,  and  riot  upon 
human  life — that  it  will  fill  the  air  with  groans,  cover  the  earth 
with  blood,  and  plunge  thousands  of  souls  into  the  pit  of  wo.  All 
this  he  knows,  and  yet  because  he  does  not  sell  for  the  sake  of 
these  evils,  but  only  does  it  for  the  sake  of  the  gain,  he  hopes  to 
free  himself  from  responsibility.  Alas!  how  easy  does  the  heart 
that  *'  loves  the  wages  of  unrighteousness,"  impose  upon  itself. 
But,  there  is  still  another  way  by  which  the  dealer  endeavors  to 
exculpate  himself.  He  tells  you  that  intemperance  is  not  a  ne- 
cessary result  of  the  sale  and  consequent  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 
Many  use  them  without  injury,  and  others  might  if  they  would. 
The  responsibility,  therefore,  it  is  maintained,  belongs  exclu- 
sively to  each  individual  agent,  who  thus  voluntarily  becomes 
ensnared  and  ruined. 

In  order  to  test  a  question  of  morals,  in  any  specific  case,  it 
sometimes  becomes  necessary  to  see  what  general  principle  of 
morality  is  involved  in  that  case,  and  then  decide  the  question  in 
view  of  this  general  principle — otherwise,  our  prejudices,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  may  mislead  our  judgments. 
The  general  principle  in  the  case  before  us,  must  be  this: — No 
man  is  accountable  for  becoming  the  occasion  of  another's  sin, 
because  the  sinner,  as  a  free  agent,  might  have  refrained  fi'om 
the  sinful  act  if  he  would.     Now,  will  this  principle  bear?    Let 
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US  try  it.  Here  is  a  man  who  keeps  a  store  of  books  and  prints, 
of  most  pernicious  moral  tendency — ^got  up,  however,  in  a  most 
fascinating  style,  and  by  their  wit  and  elegance  directly  calcu- 
lated to  captivate  and  ensnare  the  minds  of  the  young.  Upon  the 
principle  laid  down,  this  man  is  not  responsible  for  the  mischief 
he  does,  though  scores  of  youths  are  drawn  in  and  ruined.  He 
may  plead,  they  are  free  moral  agents — it  is  not  necessary  they 
should  be  corrupted — if  they  would  only  do  as  they  might,  they 
might  improve  their  taste  and  their  style,  and  experience  no  in- 
jury. Would  this  satisfy  the  parent,  whose  child  had  been  ruined 
by  these  pernicious  books }  But  is  the  bookseller  worse  than  the 
rum-seller?  Are  bad  books  more  demoralizing  and  ruinous  than 
intoxicating  liquors?  Let  facts  decide.  Indeed  the  principle 
of  morality  involved  in  this  plea  of  the  dealer,  is  as  wide  from  the 
morality  of  the  Gospel,  as  the  poles  from  each  other.  The  Gos- 
pel not  only  requires  that  we  should  not  put  *'  a  stumbling-block 
or  an  occasion  to  fall,  in  our  brother's  way,''  but  demands,  that, 
as  far  as  in  us  lies,  we  should  remove  from  his  path  the  stumb- 
ling-blocks that  another  has  placed  before  him.  ''  He  that 
knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin."  *  *  * 
But  to  settle  this  question  for  ever,  with  all  believers  of  the 
Bible,  our  Saviour  has  told  us  expressly,  that  though  ''  it  must 
needs  be  that  offences  come,"  yet  ^'wo  to  that  man,  by  whom  the 
offence  cometh."  Such  is  the  weakness  of  moral  principle  in 
man,  and  such  the  strength  of  depravity,  that  we  cannot  expect 
but  that  men  will  stumble  and  fall.  There  is  a  kind  of  necessity 
in  the  case — that  is,  it  is  the  natural  result,  and  what  might  be 
expected,  especially  if  occasion  is  given;  therefore,  **  Wo  unto 
ihat  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometh.*^  Will  the  dealer  stand  up  in 
the  face  of  this  denunciation,  and  claim  that  he  is  not  guilty,  be- 
cause the  transgressor  in  any  individual  case,  was  a  free  agent, 
and  acted  on  his  own  responsibility  ?  Ho  is  to  blame,  it  is  true, 
for  stumbling — ^but  the  man  who  placed  the  stumbling-block  in  his 
way,  is  also  verily  guilty.  In  short,  there  is  no  case  in  which  a 
man  will  be  justified  in  doing  what  he  is  well  assured  will  prove 
injurious  to  another,  except  where  the  general  tendency  of  what 
is  done,  is  known  to  be  advantageous  on  the  whole.  Preaching 
the  Gospel,  for  instance,  becomes  an  occasion  of  aggravated  guilt 
to  those  who  reject  it.  But  the  Gospel,  on  the  whole,  is  known 
to  be  advantageous,  and  therefore  it  should  be  preached,  not- 
withstanding, in  some  instances,  it  becomes  *'  a  savor  of  death." 
So  governments  founded  on  the  popular  will,  may  often  be  the 
occasion  of  popular  tumults  and  party  strife,  yet  those  govern- 
ments should  be  sustained,  because  they  are,  on  the  whole  ad- 
vantageous. But  here,  and  in  all  similar  cases,  the  morality  of 
favoring  or  opposing  these  institutions,  is  tested  entirely  irre- 
spective of  the  agency  and  responsibility  of  those  who  make  these 
an  occasion  of  injury  to  themselves,  and  purely  on  the  ground  of 
the  general  tendency  of  these  institutions^  ia  their  influence  upon 
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human  nature  a$  tt  iSy  and  not  as  it  ought  to  be.  This  is  a  test 
of  moral  action  which  must  be  conceded  to,  by  every  man  of 
common  understanding,  and  of  an  ingenuous  mind — he  cannot 
get  rid  of  it.  Let  us  apply  it  then,  to  the  rum  trade.  Is  this  a 
business  that  works  well  in  practice  ?  Are  its  general  tendencies 
good?  We  have  just  heard  clearly  demonstrated,  the  pernicious 
influence  of  this  trade  upon  national  wealth,*  and  it  might  be  as 
clearly  demonstrated  that  it  leads  to  bankruptcy  in  national  mor- 
als— that  it  is  ruinous  to  political  integrity,  to  bodily  health,  to 
social  and  domestic  enjoyment — in  short,  we  may  say,  that  this 
trade,  in  its  general  bearings  upon  community,  **  %$  evil,  and  only 
evily  and  that  contiuually.^*  In  this  point  of  view,  it  has  not  a  sin- 
gle redeeming  feature — in  its  whole  aspect  it  is  dark  and  threat- 
ening— in  its  entire  operation,  it  is  most  calamitous. 

Having  examined  the  premises  and  conclusion  in  the  argument 
laid  down,  and  having  patiently  heard  all  the  arguments  the 
dealer  can  urge  in  his  own  defence,  we  come,  it  is  believed,  fairly 
to  the  conclusion, — **  That  all  who  continue  in  the  traffic  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  stand  in  an  intimate  and  criminal  relation  to  all  the 
evils  of  intemperance,  and,  on  moral  principles,  must  be  held 
responsible  for  those  evils."  #  #  # 

II.  So  long  as  men,  laying  any  just  claim  to  morality  and  re- 
spectability, maintain  the  right  to  sell  ardent  spirits,  it  will  be 
considered  respectable  and  moral  to  use  them. 

But  it  has  been  seen  already,  that  so  long  as  the  use  continues, 
intemperance  will  continue.     Therefore — 

For  these  men  to  maintain  the  right  of  traffic,  is  to  throw  them- 
selves most  effectually,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance. 

If  this  argument  is  sustained,  it  will  follow  of  course,  that  the 
dealers  in  this  article,  are  the  men  chiefly  responsible  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  evils  of^  intemperance,  not  only  because  they  furnish 
the  occasions  of  these  evils,  as  was  seen  in  the  former  argument, 
but  also,  because  they  stand  directly  in  the  way  of  those  benevo- 
lent efforts,  that  might  otherwise  remove  them.  There  are  evi- 
dently two  parties  in  this  business,  the  consumers  and  the  agents. 
The  agents  are  made  up  of  the  manufacturers,  and  those  who,  in 
the  way  of  trade,  facilitate  the  distribution.  Now  to  those  who 
profess  to  be  moral,  in  both  of  these  parties,  we  say.  You  all 
share  in  the  guilt  of  drunkenness, — the  agent,  because,  though  he 
does  not  drink  himself,  yet  he  furnishes  others  with  the  means  of 
intoxication — the  moderate  drinker,  because,  though  he  does  not 
get  intoxicated  himself,  he  encourages  others  in  a  course  which, 
in  numerous  instances,  as  he  well  knows,  results  in  intemperance. 
So  far  both  are  responsible,  and  neither  can  shifl  his  share  of  the 
guilt  on  to  the  other — and  neither  party  can  accomplish  the  de- 
sired reform  alone,  unaided  by  the  co-operation  of  the  other.    On 

*  Speech  of  Gerrit  Smitb,  Eiq. 
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this  ground,  therefore,  we  might  safely  rest  the  argument,  that 
those  concerned  in  this  traffic,  are  effectually  opposing  the  tem- 
perance reformation. 

But  the  argument  bears  with  stronger  force  against  the  dealers, 
than  against  those  who  merely  set  the  example  of  the  use.  The 
dealer  acts  a  more  prominent  and  a  more  important  part — his 
influence  in  respect  to  the  use,  is  more  extended  and  more  irre- 
sistible ;  and  hence  his  example  and  character  ^cill  take  the  lead  in 
giving  a  character  to  this  whole  business.  So  long  then  as  it  is 
counted  moral  and  reputable  to  furnish  ardent  spirits  for  the  mar- 
ket, so  long  it  will  be  considered  moral  an(l  reputable  to  buy  and 
to  use  them.  These  agents  therefore,  in  the  manufacture  and 
distribution  are  effectually  screening  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
from  the  brand  of  immorality  and  tf^amy.         *         *         * 

But  it  is  said,  *'  If  I  do  not  sell,  others  will,  and  therefore  for 
me  to  refrain,  will  only  be  to  give  place  to  another,  who  will  ex- 
ercise the  same  influence  that  I  do  in  the  traffic,  and  hence  there 
will  be  no  gain  to  the  cause  of  temperance."  Answer:  You 
know  not  that  another  will  sell  in  your  place,  if  you  renounce  the 
traffic:  or  if  this  should  happen,  your  influence  in  this  matter  may 
have  a  great  influence  upon  your  former  customers,  and  will  no 
doubt  give  additional  strength  to  the  temperance  cause,  in  your 
circle  of  acquaintances;  and  at  any  rate,  the  new  trader,  that,  in 
this  business,  becomes  your  substitute,  will  not  exert  the  same 
influence  that  you  do,  unless,  like  yourself,  he  have  a  reputation 
for  morality  and  respectability;  and  if  he  have,  my  argument  is  for 
him  as  well  as  for  you,  and  it  is  expected  he  will  feel  its  force, 
and  refrain  also  from  the  traffic.  '*  But  it  is  urged  that  if  all 
respectable  and  virtuous  men  give  up  the  traffic,  it  will  be  worse 
for  the  community  than  it  now  is,  as  the  business  will  then  be  man- 
aged by  unprincipled  men,  and  of  course  in  a  way  much  more 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  people."  This  is  the  ground 
on  which  some  dealers  have  thought  it  not  only  allowable,  but 
even  obligatory  upon  them,  to  continue  this  trade.  I  have  heard 
such  men  say,  they  felt  it  their  duty  in  order  to  keep  the  business 
out  of  the  hands  of  bad  men!  !  It  seems  that  this  traffic  is  such  a 
blood-hound  of  destruction  to  our  race,  that  the  leash  should  be 
held  by  the  pure  moralist,  who  will  let  him  on  or  call  him  off, 
*'  according  to  /aw."  He  is  at  any  rate,  a  beast  of  prey,  whose 
appropriate  work  is  to  riot  in  human  blood;  but  then,  in  the 
hands  of  the  moralist,  he  destroys  fewer  it  may  be,  and  these  in  a 
more  decent  style  |  *  *  * 

Let  us  glance  at  this  excuse  in  another  point  of  view.  It  has 
already  been  intimated,  that  every  specific  rule  of  morality,  is 
resolvable  into  some  general  principle.  What  is  the  general 
principle,  on  which  the  excuse  for  this  traffic  is  predicated?  It  is 
this — whenever  there  ii  sufficient  ground  for  believing,  that  a  gtMfi 
tfijtiry  wUl  be  done  to  the  communUy  by  somebody,  ii  then  ceases  lo  bs 
a  wtaral  wrong  for  any  one  to  infUct  that  injmy.    Now,  I  grant  that 
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this  is  a  most  extraordinary  moral  maxim  or  principle,  but  if  the 
right  to  sell  ardent  spirits  is  maintained,  on  the  ground  that  some- 
body will  sell,  then  this  must  be  the  rule  which  applies  in  the 
case — a  rule  which,  to  be  discarded,  **  needs  but  to  be  seen." 
How  does  this  rule  correspond  with  the  morality  of  our  Saviour, 
especially  in  that  passage  already  quoted;  ''It  must  needs  be 
that  offences  come,  but  wo  unto  that  man  by  whom  the  offence 
Cometh."  Here  the  principle  is  most  explicitly  reprobated.  The 
dealer  tells  us  he  sells,  and  becomes  an  occasion  of  ofience  or 
stumbling  to  others,  because  it  must  needs  be,  from  the  known  na- 
ture and  practices  of  man,  that  such  occasions  will  be  given  by 
somebody — and  therefore  he  shall  add  nothing  to  the  miseries  of 
the  world  if  he  should  be  the  medium  of  the  oflence.  But,  sir,  let 
him  look  at  the  denunciation,  let  it  ring  in  his  ears,  and  sink 
down  into  his  soul — Wo  unto  that  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometk. 
In  concluding  the  argument,  I  will  examine  one  other  way  of 
getting  rid  of  this  responsibility — it  is  by  division  and  subdivision, 
until  it  is  annihilated.  We  have  all  heard  of  the  infinite  divisi- 
bility of  matter,  but  never  of  its  possible  annihilation  by  the  pro^ 
cess.  Our  experimenters  in  moral  philosophy  however,  have 
discovered  that  by  dividing  up  moral  obligation,  to  some  indefinite 
extent,  the  whole  becomes  annihilated.  The  reasoning  runs  thus 
— *'  My  individual  sales  will  not  sensibly  affect  the  great  whole  of 
community;  and  if  I  should  abandon  the  traffic,  and  no  one  should 
assume  it  in  my  stead,  this  would  produce  no  sensible  change  in 
the  consumption  and  consequent  evils,  therefore  my  responsibility 
is  nothing."  That  is,  to  translate  this  language  into  plain  Eng- 
lish— **  I  can  do  but  little  either  way,  therefore  my  responsibility 
in  the  case  is  nothing — no  considerable  part  of  the  whole  work 
can  possibly  belong  to  me,  therefore  I  am  not  obliged  to  do  the 
part  that  does  belong  to  me  ! " — Who  does  not  see  that  this  is  tm 
bad  morality,  as  it  is  logic?  It  is  by  such  reasoning,  that  certain 
proverbs  have  gained  currency,  such  as — **  What  is  every  body's 
business,  is  no  body's" — *'  Public  bodies  have  no  soul  nor  con- 
science." The  truth  is,  however,  what  is  every  body's  business 
is  every  body's — and  if  public  bodies  have  no  conscience  nor  soul, 
they  ought  to  have,  and  each  is  obligated  to  bring  his  share  to  the 
public  conscience ;  and  if  he  have  a  correct  individual  conscience, 
he  will  do  it.  He  who  numbers  our  hairs,  and  counts  the  atoms 
of  the  universe,  will,  in  making  out  the  final  retribution,  find  no 
difficulty  in  assigning  to  each  his  proper  proportion.  Not  a  par- 
ticle of  this  obligation  is  lost;  for  public  obligation  is  made  up  of 
individual  obligation,  and  duties  in  common  must  be  discharged 
by  individual  agency.  Hence  each  individual  is  as  much  obli- 
gated to  exert  his  single  agency,  as  if  the  whole  work  was  his. 
Whatever  others  may  do  or  not  do,  his  own  individual  account 
will  not  be  affected  thereby;  and  whatever  may  be  the  event  of 
the  common  cause,  he  stands  or  falls  by  his  own  acts.  And  will 
any  one  say  his  part  of  the  responsibility  is  so  small,  that  he  is 
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willing  to  meet  it  fearless  of  the  consequences  ?  Alas  !  the  man 
that  says  this,  knows  not  what  he  says.  Is  there  a  dealer  who 
would  be  willing  to  read  the  history  of  his  own  sales,  in  their 
direct  results  and  collateral  bearings:  such  a  history  would  pierce 
his  soul,  and  terrify  his  imagination  with  dark  and  horrid  images. 
The  moral  infection  that  has  been  engendered,  by  his  sales  alone, 
would  darken  the  air  around  him.  He  would  hear  the  sighs  of 
the  aged  parent,  whoso  profligate  son  had  brought  down  his  gray 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  He  would  encounter  the  impre- 
cations of  the  more  than  a  widowed  wife,  who,  in  secret  places, 
pleads  with  the  Judge  of  ail  the  earth  to  avenge  her  wrongs — ^he 
would  hear  the  sobbings  of  the  more  than  orphan  child — he  would 
hear  the  groans  of  the  pit — the  wailings  of  the  damned.  Who 
could  endure  this  scene?  A  faint  description  of  it  sickens  the 
heart. 

The  merchant  is  in  the  habit  of  calculating  his  loss  and  gain, 
with  great  exactness,  and  the  balance  sheet  will  convince  him  of 
his  profit  or  loss.  I  will  leave  it  to  him,  to  calculate  the  credit 
side  of  hb  traffic,  in  dollars  and  cents — but  let  me  show  him  as 
definitely  as  possible,  his  indebtedness  on  the  score  of  moral  obli- 
gation. There  are  probably  not  far  from  sixty  thousand  dealers 
in  ardent  spirits,  in  the  United  States — And  perhaps  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  drunkards.  This  would  give  to 
each  dealer  an  average  dividend  of  six  and  a  fraction.  But  the 
generations  of  drunkards  are  short,  and  a  veteran  dealer  outlives 
two  or  three  generations  of  these  unhappy  and  short-lived  men. 
Hence,  each  dealer,  on  an  average,  who  follows  the  business 
through  life,  may  have  been  instrumental  of  making  from  twelve 
to  twenty  drunkards,  and  of  bringing  them  to  an  untimely  grave. 
These  have  friends  and  families  that  are  made  wretched — they 
spread  around  them  a  moral  pestilence — they  blaspheme  andjigkt 
and  murder — and  for  all  these  evils,  as  well  as  for  the  direct  ruin 
of  the  drunkards  themselves,  the  dealer,  according  to  the  forego- 
ing arguments,  must  be  held  morally  responsible.  And  will  he 
risk  or  fearlessly  meet  these  responsibilities?  What  has  he  to 
balance  this  amount  or  debt  ?  All  that  he  can  show  is  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  that  he  has  put  into  his  coffers,  by  the  traffic. 
But  will  money  cancel  moral  guilt,  or  discharge  from  moral  obli- 
gation? What  pecuniary  consideration  would  induce  a  man  to 
share  with  this  whole  nation,  the  guilt  of  ruining  one  man  ?  But 
to  feel  the  lashings  of  a  guilty  conscience,  and  to  hear  the  denun- 
ciations of  a  righteous  Judge,  for  the  accumulated  guilt  of  an  in- 
dividual agency,  in  the  ruin  of  so  many — in  such  a  judgment  who 
can  stand?  Let  the  dealer  strike  the  balance.,  and  if  he  finds  that 
hitherto  he  has  been  doing  a  bad  business,  let  him  abandon  it  for- 
ever. 

8*  12 
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B.     (P.  28.) 

In  a  law  of  Massachusetts,  passed  March  23,  1833,  it  is  de- 
clared that  any  person  who  shall,  in  violation  of  the  law,  sell  a 
lottery  ticket,  or  knowingly  suffer  one  to  be  sold  in  any  building, 
owned  or  rented  by  him  within  the  Commonwealth,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  than  two 
thousand  dollars ;  and  that  if  any  one  after  conviction  shall  repeat 
the  offence,  he  shall  be  sentenced  for  every  subsequent  offence  to 
labor  in  the  house  of  correction,  or  in  the  conmion  jail,  for  a  term 
of  time  not  less  than  three  months,  nor  more  than  twelve  months. 
And  it  is  also  declared,  that  any  person  who  shall  make,  sell,  or 
offer  for  sale  any  fictitious  lottery  tickets  or  part  of  a  ticket, 
knowing  it  to  be  fictitious,  he  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment 
or  confinement  to  labor  in  the  State  prison  for  a  term  of  time  not 
less  than  one  year,  nor  more  than  three  years. 

The  above  statute  is  founded  on  the  true  principle  of  legisla- 
tion with  regard  to  sin;  not  to  license  it,  but  to  defend  the  com- 
munity from  its  evils.  And  are  not  the  evils  of  selling  ardent 
spirit,  as  a  drink,  a  greater  nuisance  to  the  community  than  the 
evils  of  lottery  gambling?  And  is  it  a  less  sin  for  legislators  to 
license  the  one,  than  it  is  to  license  the  other?  And  do  they  not 
by  licensing  either,  manifestly  corrupt  and  injure  the  community  ? 

It  was  judged  at  one  time,  that  liquor  distilled  through  leaden 
pipes  was  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  community.  A  law  was 
therefore  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  that  no  per- 
son should  distil,  or  draw  off  ardent  spirit  or  strong  liquors 
through  leaden  pipes,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds;  and 
that  no  artificer  should  make  any  pipe  or  lead  for  distilling,  of 
bad  pewter,  or  any  mixture  of  lead,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred 
pounds. 

But  was  the  injury  to  the  health  of  the  community,  occasioned 
by  leaden  pipes,  to  be  compared  with  the  injury  occasioned  by 
ardent  spirit  ?  and  yet  legislators  forbid  the  one  under  a  penalty 
of  a  hundred  pounds,  and  license  the  other.  Had  leaden  pipes, 
like  ardent  spirit,  caused  over  wide  regions  of  country  more  than 
one  in  five  of  all  the  deaths  among  men ;  and  in  the  United  States 
killed  thirty  thousand  persons  in  a  year,  well  might  it  have  been 
forbidden ;  or,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguished  jurist,  *'  the  tin  of 
keeping  a  poisonous  drat}i«Aop,"  been  indicted  at  common  law,  as  a 
public  nuisance.  Of  all  the  public  nuisances  that  now  exist,  pro- 
bably none  are  more  destruction  to  mankind,  than  the  sale  of  ar- 
dent spirit. 
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C.     (P.  31.) 

Pursuant  to  the  invitation  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, delegates  appointed  by  various  Temperance  Societies  in  the 
United  States,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  and  from  twenty- 
one  States,  assembled  in  Convention  at  the  Hall  of  Independence 
in  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1833,  '*  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  extending,  by  a  general  diffusion  of  information, 
and  the  exertion  of  a  kind  and  persuasive  moral  influence,  the 
principle  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  throughout 
our  country. " 

The  Convention  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  viz: 

President,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Vice  Presidents,  Roberts  Vaux,  of  Pennsylvania ;  JohnTappan, 
of  Massachusetts;  Timothy  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut;  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  of  New-Jersey;  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware;  John  C. 
Herbert,  of  Maryland;  Joseph  Lumpkin,  of  Greorgia;  Wm. 
McDowell,  of  South  Carolina. 

Secretaries,  Mark  Doolittle,  of  Massachusetts;  John  Marsh, 
of  Connecticut ;  John  Wheelwright,  of  New- York ;  Lyndon  A. 
Smith,  of  New- Jersey ;  Isaac  S.  Loyd,  of  Pennsylvania;  Judge 
Darling,  of  Pennsylvania;  R.  Breckenridge,  of  Maryland; 
Daniel  W.  Lathrop,  of  Ohio. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Brantley  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  Circular  of  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety, calling  the  Convention,  and  setting  forth  the  object  for 
which  it  had  assembled,  was  then  read. 

The  room  occupied  by  the  Conyention,  not  being  sufficiently 
large  to  accommodate  its  members,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Newkirk,  James  Gray,  and  Robert 
Earp,  be  a  committee  to  procure  a  more  suitable  place,  and  re- 
port to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  all  committees  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  prepare  and  digest  business  for  the  Convention,  and  report 
such  subjects  as  in  their  opinion  ought  to  occupy  its  attention. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  consist  of  seven. 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed. 

Justin  Edwards,  of  Massachusetts;  Amos  Twitchell,  of  N. 
Hampshire;  Charles  Griswold,  of  Connecticut;  Edward  C.  Del- 
avan,  of  New- York;  Gerrit  Smith,  of  New- York;  Hugh  Max- 
well, of  New  York;  S.  K.  T^madge,  of  Creorgia. 

Resolved,  That  all  motions  be  committed  to  writing,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee,  without  discussion. 

Resolved,  That  members  of  Congressional  and  Slate  Leguila- 
tive  Temperance  societies,  be  invited  to  sit  as  honorary  memban 
of  the  Convention. 
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Resolved,  That  the  deliberations  of  this  body  be  each  day 
opened  with  prayer. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which,  after  amendment,  were  adopted. 

Resolved f  That  the  Convention  meet  each  day  during  its  ses- 
sion, at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  adjourn  at  1  oclock,  P.  M.,  and  as- 
semble again  at  half  past  3,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  provide  a  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  Con- 
vention, reported  that  they  had  obtained  the  5th  Presbyterian 
church,  in  Arch,  above  Tenth-street,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  at  this  place,  whence  it  shall  move  in  procession,  headed  by 
its  officers,  to  the  place  designated  by  the  committee. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

*^emoon. 

The  Convention  organized  at  the  appomted  hour,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  former  session,  proceeded 
to  the  5th  Presbyterian  church. 

The  following  resolutions,  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee, 
were  then  considered,  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  no  member  of  the  Convention  be  allowed  to 
occupy  more  than  ten  minutes,  in  the  remarks  he  may  make  be- 
fore the  Convention  at  any  one  time,  and  that  he  shall  not  be  al- 
lowed to  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  subject  or  question,  with- 
out in  either  case  obtaining  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  notice  be  given  in  the  churches  and  newspapers 
of  Philadelphia,  that  a  temperance  meeting  will  be  held  in  this 
city  next  Monday  evening,  at  half  past  7  o'clock,  for  the  general 
attendance  of  the  citizens  and  others. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  severally  considered,  and  adopted. 

I.  Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to 
abstain  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it.  (*) 

II.  Resolved,  That  it  is  in  our  view  expedient,  that  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  this  subject,  unite  with  temperance  societies.  (*) 

III.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  the 
formation  of  the  American  Congressional  Temperance  Society, 
and  express  our  decided  conviction  that,  should  similar  societies 
be  formed  by  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  they  would  greatly 
benefit  our  country  and  the  world.  (■) 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  national 
government,  for  discouraging  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  in  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  evince  the  wisdom  of  the  rulers 
of  the  people,  and  their  paternalcare  over  the  individuals  em- 
ployed in  their  service.  (*) 

V.  Resolved,  That  the  abolition  of  the  practice  of  furnishing 
merchant  vessels  with  ardent  spirit,  or  employing  men  who  drink 
it  to  navigate  them,  would  greatly  promote  the  interests  of  the 
country.  (•) 
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VI.  Resolved,  That  temperance  societies  in  all  mechanical  and 
manufacturing  establishments,  while  they  would  promote  the  pe- 
cuniary interests  of  all  concerned  in  them,  would  also  in  various 
ways,  promote  the  good  of  the  public.  (•) 

VII.  Resolved,  That  the  formation  of  a  temperance  society  in 
each  ward  of  every  city,  and  in  each  district  of  every  county  and 
town  in  the  United  States,  would  tend  powerfully  to  complete 
and  to  perpetuate  the  temperance  reformation.  (^) 

VIII.  Resolved,  That  each  State  society  be  requested  to  take 
the  direction  of  the  temperance  cause  within  its  own  limits,  and  to 
employ  one  or  more  permanent  agents,  to  visit  periodically  every 
part  of  the  State,  and  to  devote  their  whole  time  and  strength  to 
the  promotion  of  this  work.  (") 

IX.  Resolved,  That  each  family  in  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  themselves  with  some  temperance  publication.  (') 

X.  Resolved,  That  the  increase  of  temperance  groceries,  pub- 
lic houses  and  steam  boats,  in  which  ardent  spirit  is  not  fur- 
nished, is  highly  auspicious  to  the  interests  of  our  country;  and 
that  the  friends  of  human  happiness,  by  encouraging  such  estab- 
lishments in  all  suitable  ways,  till  they  shall  become  universal, 
will  perform  an  important  service  to  mankind.  (*®) 

XI.  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  emi- 
grants who  contemplate  removing  in  a  body  from  foreign  coun- 
tries to  the  United  States,  and  also,  to  those  who  contemplate 
removing  from  one  part  of  our  own  country  to  another,  before 
their  removal,  or  on  their  passage,  to  form  themselves  into  a 
temperance  society.  ('*) 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

May  25th,  The  Convention  met  at  the  stated  hour,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Hewitt  of  Connecticut. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  have  power  to  make  such  ver- 
bal alterations  in  the  minutes  and  resolutions,  as  will  best  ex- 
press their  meaning. 

The  consideration  of  the  remaining  resolutions  reported  by  the 
standing  committee  at  the  former  session,  was  then  resumed,  and 
the  following  were  adopted. 

XII.  Resolved,  That  temperance  societies  and  the  friends  of 
temperance  throughout  the  country,  be  requested  to  hold  simul- 
taneous meetings,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  February,  1834,  to 
review  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year;  to  consider 
what  remains  to  be  done,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
suitable,  by  the  universal  diffusion  of  information,  and  by  kind 
moral  influence,  to  extend  and  perpetuate  the  principles  and  the 
blessings  of  temperance  over  our  land.  (") 

XIII.  Resolved,  That  a  correspondence  be  opened  with  na- 
tional temperance  societies  and  friends  oi  temperance  in  other 
countries,  for  the  purpose  of  procuijng    as  fiur  M  praclietble, 
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meetings  at  the  same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  throughout  the 
world.n 

XIV.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  temperance  soci- 
eties and  friends  of  temperance  of  every  description,  to  obtain  as 
full  and  accurate  statistics  as  possible,  and  embody  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community,  in  the  annual  reports,  and  communicate 
them  at  the  simultaneous  meetings;  especially  on  the  following 
points,  viz. 

What  is  the  population  ? 

What  number  belong  to  temperance  societies  ? 

How  many  have  been  added  to  them  the  past  year  ? 

How  many  have  renounced  the  traffic  ? 

How  many  groceries  and  how  many  taverns  in  which  ardent 
spirit  is  not  sold? 

How  many  continue  to  sell,  and  what  quantity  is  now  used? 

How  many  drunkards  have  been  reformed? 

How  many  are  now  drunkards? 

How  many  distilleries  have  been  stopped,  and  how  many  are 
now  in  operation? 

How  many  deaths  is  there  reason  to  believe  were  caused  by 
intemperance  ? 

What  proportion  of  pauperism  and  of  crime,  are  occasioned  by 
strong  drink? 

How  many  criminals  were  convicted  the  past  year,  who  drink 
no  ardent  spirit,  and  how  many  who  do  drink  it  ?  (*^) 

XV.  Resolved,  That  as  the  sole  object  of  the  American 
Temperance  Society,  and  those  numerous  State  and  other  tem* 
perance  societies,  which  have  been  formed  in  accordance  with  it 
throughout  our  country, — ever  has  been,  is  now,  and  ever 
OUGHT  TO  BE,  the  promotiou  of  temperance,  to  this  object  alone 
all  their  efforts  ought  to  be  invariably  and  perseveringly  direct- 
ed. (»*) 

XVI.  Resolved,  That  as  the  question  has  arisen  among  the 
friends  of  temperance  and  agricultural  improvement,  what  shall 
be  done  with  surplus  grains,  provided  they  are  not  converted  in- 
to ardent  spirit,  the  friends  of  human  improvements  are  requested 
to  investigate  this  subject,  and  to  present  the  results  to  the  pub- 
lic through  the  medium  of  the  press.  (**) 

XVII.  Resolved,  That  the  prompt  and  united  testimony  of 
many  physicians,  to  the  hurtful  nature  and  destructive  tendency 
of  ardent  spirit,  has  been  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  temperance 
cause ;  and  should  that  respectable  and  influential  class  of  our 
citizens  all  exert  their  influence  to  induce  the  whole  conrununity 
to  abstain  from  the  use  of  it,  they  would  render  themselves  still 
more  eminently  useful.  (*^) 

XVIII.  Resolved,  That  the  medical  profession  be  requested  to 
inquire  whether  substitutes  for  alcohol  may  not  be  found,  and  its 
use  be  dispensed  with  in  medical  practice,  and  to  give  the  resahs 
of  their  investigation  to  the  public.  (") 


321]  SIXTH    REPORT. 1833. APPENDIX.  96 

XIX.  Resolved,  That  editors  of  papers  and  other  periodicals, 
who  from  time  to  time  publish  information  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance, are  rendering  important  service  to  the  cause;  and  should 
all  editors  adopt  and  pursue  a  similar  course,  they  will  render 
themselves  the  benefactors  of  mankind.  (") 

XX.  Resolved,  That  the  associations  of  young  men  have  been 
powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  temperance  cause,  and  should  all 
the  young  men  in  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  the  literary 
institutions,  unite  in  temperance  societies,  they  would  render 
themselves  benefactors  to  our  country  and  the  world.  (*^) 

XXI.  Resolved,  That  the  influence  of  the  female  sex,  in  favor 
of  the  temperance  cause,  has  had  a  highly  salutary  efl[ect  upon 
all  classes  in  the  community,  and  especially  upon  those  who  are 
the  hope  of  future  generations,  the  children  and  youth;  and  that 
should  the  influence  to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled,  be 
unitedly  and  universally  exerted  in  favor  of  this  cause,  they 
would  do  much  to  perfect  and  to  perpetuate  the  moral  renovation 
of  the  whole  human  family.  (") 

XXII.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  friends  of  tem- 
perance in  all  countries,  unite  their  counsels  and  their  efl[brts,  to 
extend  the  principles  of  temperance  throughout  the  world.  (^) 

XXIII.  Resolved,  That  the  fundamental  and  highly  salutary 
influence,  which  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance  must 
have  on  the  purity  and  permanence  of  civil  institutions,  demands 
for  it  the  countenance  and  active  co-operation  of  every  real  pa- 
triot. («») 

XXIV.  Resolved,  That  the  influence  of  temperance  on  the 
intellectual  elevation,  the  moral  character,  the  social  happiness, 
and  the  future  prospects  of  mankind,  is  such  as  ought  to  obtain 
for  it  the  cordial  approbation,  and  the  united,  vigorous  and  perse- 
vering eflbrts  of  all  the  philanthropic  and  humane  of  every  class, 
age,  sex,  and  country.  (*•) 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  Monday  27th. 

May  21th.  At  the  stated  hour  the  Convention  met,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  Christian  Keener,  of  Maryland. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and  approved. 

Nicholas  Devereaux,  of  New- York,  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Standing  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Hugh  Maxwell,  who 
had  lefl  the  city. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  that  the  meeting  this  evening 
will  be  addressed  by 

G.  S.  Hillard  of  Massachusetts,  Thos.  P.  Hunt  of  North 
Carolina,  Thos.  H.  Stockton  of  Maryland,  Joseph  Lumpkin  of 
Georgia,  and  Nathaniel  Hewitt  of  Connecticut. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee,  was 
adopted. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  announced  that  Henry  T.  Newman,  a  del- 
egate to  this  body  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  So- 
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ciety,  has  arrived  in  this  country,  and  expected  to  be  at  this 
meeting,  but  is  providentially  prevented,  therefore, 

XXV.  Resolvedy  That  we  cordially  reciprocate  the  fraternal 
kindness  manifested  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  So- 
ciety, in  the  appointment  of  the  above  mentioned  delegate,  and 
express  our  earnest  desire  and  hope,  that  the  mutual  confidence 
now  subsisting  between  temperance  societies  in  this  and  other 
countries,  may  be  perpetuated  and  increased,  till  intemperance 
and  its  evils  shall  have  ceased,  and  temperance,  with  aU  its  at- 
tendant blessings,  shall  universally  prevail.  (^) 

The  President  then  informed  the  Convention  that  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  State  of  New- York,  had  offered  to  defray 
the  expense  of  publishing  100,000  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention,  for  gratuitous  distribution;  whereupon  it  was  unani- 
mously 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented  to 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  for  his  liberality 
in  proposing  to  defray  the  expense  of  distributing  100,000  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  communicate  to  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  the  foregoing 
resolution. 

The  Standing  Committee  then  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

XXVI.  Resolved,  That  the  formation  within  six  years,  of  more 
than  6,000  temperance  societies,  embracing  more  than  a  million 
of  members;  the  relinquishment  of  the  manufacture  of  ardent 
spirit,  by  more  than  2,000  distilleries,  and  of  the  sale  of  it  by 
more  than  5,000  merchants;  the  banishment  of  the  poison  from 
the  United  States  army,  and  to  a  great  extent  from  the  navy; 
the  sailing  of  more  than  700  vessels,  in  which  ardent  spirit  is  not 
used;  the  hitherto  unparalleled  exhibition  of  more  than  5,000 
drunkards,  within  five  years,  ceasing  to  use  intoxicating  drinks, 
and  becoming,  as  all  drunkards  if  they  take  this  course  will,  so- 
ber men,  and  many  of  them  highly  respectable  and  useful  men; 
and  the  uniform  and  universal  progress  of  the  temperance  refor- 
mation, whenever  and  wherever  suitable  means  have  been  used 
for  its  advancement,  arc,  it  is  believed,  facts  which  call  loudly  for 
fervent  gratitude  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  and  for  united  and 
|>ersevering  efforts  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  to  extend  univer- 
sally and  perpetuate  the  temperance  cause. 

A  resolution,  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  general  union,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  at  a  former 
session,  was  now  taken  up;  and  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  State  represented  in  this  body. — Whereupon 
the  following  were  appointed  that  committee,  with  instructions 
to  report  to  this  Convention. 

Joseph  C.  Lovejoy,  Maine;   E.  P.  Walton,  Vermont;  Eli 
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Ives,  Connecticut;  John  Wheelwright,  New- York;  Isaac  S. 
Loyd,  Pennsylvania;  Christian  Keener,  Maryland;  Ephriam 
Addoms,  Virginia;  Isaac  W.  Waddell,  S.  Carolina;  R.  H.  Ball^ 
Kentucky;  Kobert  H.  Chapman,  Tennessee;  N.  M.  Welles, 
Indiana;  £.  C.  Trowbridge,  Michigan;  Andrew  Rankin,  New- 
Hampshire;  Mark  Doolittle,  Massachusetts;  Frederick  A.  Far- 
ley, Rhode  Island;  John  McLean,  New-Jersey;  Thomas 
J.  Higgins,  Delaware;  Wm.  R.  Collier,  District  Columbia; 
Thomas  P.  Hunt,  North  Carolina;  S.  K.  Talmadge,  Greorgia; 
J.  Seward,  Ohio;  Peter  Donan,  Missouri;  Enoch  Eansbury,  Il- 
linois; Wm.  T.  Brantley,  Alabama. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  a  resolution  which  was  under 
discussion  to  the  hour  of  adjournment,  when  on  motion,  the 
Convention  adjourned. 

jyiemoon 

The  Convention  met  at  the  stated  hour,  and  again  took  up  the 
resolution  which  was  before  it  at  the  former  session,  which  was 
adopted  as  follows: 

XXVII.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  and  the  use  of  it  as  such,  are 
morally  wrong,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned  throughout  the 
world.  (") 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  a  general  union,  reported  that  they  had  unanimously 
agreed  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  reported 
by  the  Standing  Committee,  which  was  under  consideration,  when 
on  motion  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Hall  of  the 
Musical  Fund  Society,  this  evening  at  a  quarter  before  8  o'clock, 
in  order  to  lay  before  the  public,  who  have  been  invited  to  as- 
semble there,  some  history  of  the  progress  of  the  temperance 
cause. 

Evening, 

The  Convention  assembled  at  the  time  and  place  appointed, 
when 

G.  S.  Hillard  of  Massachusetts,  Tho's.  P.  Hunt  of  North  Car- 
olina, Tho's.  H.  Stockton  of  Maryland,  and  Nathaniel  Hewitt 
of  Connecticut,  presented  to  a  very  large  and  attentive  audience 
that  had  assembled,  a  brief  but  impressive  history  of  the  tempe- 
rance cause,  together  with  an  exposition  of  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  established. 

Afler  an  appeal  to  the  large  and  interesting  circle  of  ladies, 
who  were  present,  by  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  President  of  the 
Convention,  setting  forth*  the  power  and  extent  of  female  influ- 
ence, the  meeting  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  that  they  had  no  farther  mat- 
ter to  lay  before  the  Convention;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  now  discharged. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to 
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the  Standing  Committee  for  the  faithfbl  and  prompt  discharge  of 
the  duties  intrusted  to  them  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to  its 
President,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  for  the  dignified,  impartial 
and  verj  acceptable  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  its 
deliberations. 

The  President  then  expressed  his  grateful  sense  of  this  ac- 
knowledgement on  the  part  of  the  Convention,  and  his  satisfac- 
tion in  having  presided  over  its  deliberations,  when  he  withdrew. 

Roberts  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
then  took  the  chair. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  from  each  state,  was  then  taken  up,  and 
afler  amendment,  was  adopted  as  follows: 

XXVIII.  Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society,  and  of  the  several  State  societies,  are  hereby 
requested  to  act  as  a  United  States  Temperance  Society;  to 
hold  mutual  consultations  and  to  take  all  suitable  measures  to 
carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  this  Convention;  to  embody  pub- 
lic sentiment,  and  by  the  universal  diffusion  of  information  aod 
the  exertion  of  kind  moral  influence,  to  extend  the  principles 
and  blessings  of  the  temperance  reformation  throughout  our 
country  and  throughout  the  world. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  vital  interests  and  complete  success  of  the 
temperance  cause  demand  that  in  all  the  efforts  of  the  friends  ot 
that  cause  against  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  no  substitute  except 
pure  water  be  recommended  as  a  drink. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented  to 
the  Select  and  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for 
their  kindness  and  liberality  in  granting  to  it  the  use  of  the  Hall 
of  Independence. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to 
the  trustees  and  congregation  of  the  5th  Presbyterian  Church, 
for  the  use  of  their  house  during  the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to 
the  Vice-Presidents  and  Secretaries  for  the  faithful  discharge  ot 
their  duties. 

Having  disposed  of  the  various  subjects  that  had  been  pre- 
sented with  great  harmony  and  unanimity  of  feeling,  with  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  guidance  of  God,  and  a  confident  reliance 
on  Him  to  bless  their  effoits  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause,  to 
strengthen  and  animate  them  to  renewed  and  persevering  exer- 
tion, until  the  principles  of  temperance  shall  prevail  in  every  land, 
and  its  attendant  blessinss  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 
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Reasons  far  complying  toUh  the  Resolutions  offered  &y  the  CommitUe 

and  adopted  hy  the  Convention, 

(^)  1.  Temperance  requires  it.  As  temperance  is  the  moderate 
and  proper  use  of  things  beneficial,  and  is  abstinence  from  things 
hurtful,  and  ardent  spirit  is  one  of  the  hurtful  things,  temperance 
with  regard  to  this,  is  abstinence, 

2.  The  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  will  form  intemperate  appe- 
tites; and  if  intemperate  appetites  are  formed,  they  will,  in  many 
cases,  be  gratified.  Of  course,  while  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit 
is  continued,  intemperance  can  never  be  prevented. 

3.  By  the  selling  of  ardent  spirit,  men  teach  that  it  is  right  to 
buy  and  drink  it ;  a  doctrine  which  is  false,  and  to  many  is  fatal. 

4.  All  men  would  be  better  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirit;  of 
course  to  drink  it,  or  to  furnish  it  to  be  drunk  by  others,  is  sin. 

(^)  1.  Because  without  it  men  will  not  receive  so  much  bene- 
fit from  their  example. 

2.  Temperance  Societies  have  been  one  of  the  principal  means 
of  promoting  the  Temperance  Reformation. 

3.  Should  all  persons  join  them,  and  act  consistently,  intem- 
perance to  a  great  extent  would  cease. 

(')  1.  The  example  of  legislators  has  great  influence  in  the 
community. 

2.  It  would  have  a  highly  salutary  influence  on  legislation. 

3.  It  would  tend  to  promote  the  purity  of  elections,  and  thus  to 
extend  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  free  institutions. 

{*)  1.  They  would  tend  to  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  men. 

2.  To  promote  obedience  to  orders,  and  thus  to  lessen  the 
number  and  severity  of  punishments. 

3.  To  prevent  an  enormous  waste  of  human  life. 

(5)  1.  It  would  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  seamen. 

2.  It  would  promote  the  pecuniary  interest  of  all  concerned 

3.  It  would  prevent  many  ship-wrecks,  and  the  loss  of  many 

lives. 

(«)  1.  It  would  promote  the  intellectual  elevation,  the  moral 
improvement,  and  the  social  happiness  of  the  workmen. 

2.  It  would  improve  the  quality  of  their  work. 

3.  When  they  go  from  one  establishment  to  another,  a  certifi- 
cate of  their  being  worthy  members  of  a  Temperance  Society 
would  be  a  ready  passport  to  business  and  an  important  safeguard 
to  employers. 

(J)  1.  It  would  tend  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  whole 
community. 

2.  It  would  greatly  increase  the  number  and  activity  of  its 
friends 

3.  It  would  reform  many  who  are  now  drunkards. 
C^)  1.  It  is  the  most  read^  way  to  awaken  universal 

tion;  and  to  secure  ever-growmg  interest  and  efibrtinthe 
2.  It  is  highly  economical  as  to  men  and  money. 


100  AMERICAN   TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY.  [326 

3.  It  is  essential  to  that  thorough  and  systematic  effort  which 
tends  to  the  most  complete  and  speedy  triumph  of  this  cause. 

(*)  1.  Information  is  essential  to  wise,  efficient  and  perma- 
nent action. 

2.  It  would  increase  especially  among  the  young,  a  spirit  of 
reading. 

3.  It  would  to  a  great  extent,  give  to  each  part  of  the  country 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  all  other  parts,  and  thus  render 
the  efforts  of  all  more  eminently  useful. 

(*•*)  1.  It  would  lessen  the  danger  of  youth  and  remove  oneot 
the  most  powerful  incentives  to  intemperance. 

2.  It  would  prevent  a  great  amount  of  pauperism  and  crime. 

3.  It  would  greatly  promote  the  temperance,  safety,  and  com- 
fort of  travelers. 

(**)  1.  It  will  lessen  the  dangers  of  their  journey. 

2.  It  will  lessen  their  exposure  from  a  change  of  climate,  and 
from  their  settlement  among  strangers. 

3.  It  will  render  them  a  greater  blessing  to  the  people  among 
whom  they  may  dwell. 

(*^)  1.  It  will  awaken  new  interest  and  lead  to  a  great  in- 
crease of  effort. 

2.  It  will  be  a  convenient  time  for  annual  meetings,  and  will 
lead  a  much  greater  number  of  people  to  attend  them. 

3.  It  will  lead  to  a  more  general  development  of  facts;  and 
spread  more  extensively  the  knowledge  of  them. 

(*^)  1.  It  is  an  object  of  common  and  universal  concern; 
in  which  the  friends  of  humanity  of  every  sect,  denomination  and 
country  may  unite. 

2.  It  will  tend  to  increase  their  information,  their  efforts  and 
their  success. 

3.  It  will  tend  to  unite  good  men  of  all  countries  in  all  good 
things. 

{^*)  1.  It  will  awaken  more  general  attention,  and  develope 
much  valuable  information. 

2.  It  will  greatly  increase  the  interest  and  the  usefulness  of  the 
simultaneous  meetings. 

3.  It  will  lead  to  a  more  thorough  investigation,  and  to  a  more 
universal  extension  of  a  knowledge  of  facts. 

(^')  1.  It  will  unite  a  greater  number,  and  lead  to  more 
general  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause. 

2.  It  will  render  their  efforts  more  efficient,  and  more  suc- 
cessful. 

3.  Without  perseverance,  the  work  cannot  be  completed,  or 
the  benefits  obtained  be  permanently  secured. 

(")  1.  It  will  show  that  the  distillation  of  grain  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  true  principles  of  political  economy;  and  a  great  loss 
to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  country. 

*  2.  It  will  show,  that  it  is  a  loss  to  the  grain-growers  them- 
selves; and  tends  to  the  injury  and  ruin  of  their  children. 
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3.  That  to  encourage  distillation  is  to  be  accessory  to  enor- 
mous injustice  toward  the  community. 

(*')  1.  From  the  nature  of  their  profession,  their  opinions 
on  this  subject  must  have  great  weight  with  the  community. 

2.  They  enjoy  peculiar  facilities  for  acquiring  information  on 
this  subject,  and  circulating  the  truth. 

3.  Their  example  will  have  a  powerful  influence  on  gentlemen 
in  the  other  professions,  and  in  all  the  higher  walks  of  life. 

(^^)  1.  The  prescription  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  medicine^ 
has  oflcn  been  the  means  of  forming  intemperate  appetites,  and 
of  leading  to  drunkenness  and  ruin. 

12.  Many  eminent  physicians  now  entirely  dispense  with  it,  in 
medical  practice,  and  in  their  view  not  only  without  detriment,  but 
to  peculiar  advantage. 

3.  Could  it  consistently  be  dispensed  with  in  medical  practice 
universally,  a  powerful  cause  of  intemperance  would  be  removed. 

{^*)  1.  The  press  is  one  of  the  chief  instruments  of  com- 
municating information,  and  forming  public  sentiment. 

2.  It  can  speak  to  multitudes  that  can  be  addressed  in  no  other 
way. 

3.  By  the  promotion  of  temperance,  it  will  aid  essentially  all 
patriotic,  humane,  and  benevolent  efforts. 

^3u^  1.  To  no  class  is  the  Temperance  Reformation  of  more 
importance  than  to  young  men 

2.  No  class  have  greater  means,  or  more  ability  to  promote  it. 

3.  The  character  of  young  men  will  soon  form  the  character  of 
the  country. 

(^*)  1.  It  will  save  multitudes  of  their  own  sex  from  unut- 
terable wretchedness,  and  from  a  premature  grave. 

2.  It  will  save  vast  multitudes  of  children  from  becoming 
doubly  orphans. 

3.  It  will  exert  an  all  pervading  and  highly  salutary  influence 
on  youth,  and  on  all  classes  in  the  community. 

(^^)  1.  It  will  increase  their  interest  in  the  cause,  and  of 
course  will  increase  their  efforts. 

2.  It  will  tend  to  remove  prejudices  not  only  on  this,  but  on 
other  subjects,  and  to  promote  mutual  good  will  among  men. 

3.  It  will  render  the  efforts  of  all  to  do  good  more  eminently 
and  extensively  useful. 

C)  1 .  It  tends  to  prevent  that  luxury  and  vice  which  are  the 
bane  of  civil  institutions. 

2.  It  tends  to  promote  industry,  economy,  and  obedience  to  the 
laws. 

3.  It  tends  to  promote  universal  intelligence  and  virtue. 

{**)  1.  Without  temperance,  all  eflbrtato  do  good  must  in  a 
great  measure  fail. 

2.  With  union  and  perseverance  the  cause  will  be  triumphant. 

3.  It  will  tend  to  hasten  the  time  when  all  shall  know  and 
obey  the  Lord. 

9* 
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(**)   1.  His  blessing  has  been  the  cause  of  all  past  success. 

2.  On  account  of  the  intimate  and  fundamental  connection  be- 
tween this  cause,  and  all  the  great  interests  of  men. 

3.  Without  an  acknowledgement  of  the  divine  favor,  and 
united  and  persevering  efforts,  we  cannot  expect  a  continuance 
o{  the  divine  blessing;  or  have  any  rational  prospect  of  future 
success. 

(")   1.  It  inculcates  falsehood. 

2.  It  perpetuates  intemperance. 

3.  It  promotes  pauperism  and  crime. 

4.  It  diminishes  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

5.  It  increases  the  public  burdens. 

6.  It  impairs  the  health  of  the  people. 

7.  It  deteriorates  their  intellect. 

8.  It  corrupts  the  public  morals. 

9.  It  shortens  many  lives. 

10.  It  ruins  many  souls. — Of  course  it  is  a  business  which  is 
unjust  toward  men,  and  offensive  to  God. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  the  Citj 
of  Washington,  dated  July  24,  1833. 

**The  Convention  has  evidently  done  good.  It  has  given  a 
fresh  impetus  to  the  cause.  At  no  period  have  the  great  princi- 
ples of  temperance  moved  forward  with  such  strong  and  steady 
steps  as  for  the  last  six  months;  and  this  is  true,  not  merely  of 
this  or  that  town,  or  city,  or  section,  but  of  our  whole  country. 
I  perceive,  wherever  I  go,  and  with  whatever  company  I  am 
called  to  associate,  that  the  fashion  of  drinking  is  rapidly  de- 
clining; and  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  is  becoming  a  crime. 
Nothing  is  wanting  but  a  bold,  manly  and  steady  perseverance 
of  the  friends  of  temperance,  to  eradicate,  utterly  eradicate  the 
manufacture,  sale  and  use  of  ardent  spirit  from  our  land.  The 
united  testimony  of  the  heads  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  the  members  of  Congress,  the  mail  contractors, 
and  various  other  persons  who  resort  to  Washington  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  to  transact  business,  all  concur 
in  sustaining  this  declaration." 

Especially  may  we  hope  that  this  will  be  the  case,  should  the 
resolutions  of  the  Convention  be  complied  with  throutugho  the 
country.  The  Committee  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend 
them,  and  the  reasons  annexed  to  them,  to  the  attention  of  their  fel- 
low citizens  throughout  the  community.  Let  every  man  do  his  duty, 
especially  the  young  men  of  our  country,  and  the  Temperance 
Reformation  will  be  triumphant,  its  blessings  extend  to  all  peo- 
ple, and  be  perpetuated  to  all  ages. 
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D.     (P.  33.) 

Consiituttanf  Sfc,  of  the  American  Congrestional  Temperance 

Society. 
4s  the  use  of  Ardent  Spirit,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  inju- 
rious, as  it  tends  to  pauperism,  crime,  and  wretchedness  ;  to 
hinder  the  efficacy  of  all  means  for  the  intellectual  and  moral 
benefit  of  society,  and  also  to  endanger  the  purity  and  perma- 
nence of  our  free  institutions;  and  as  one  of  the  best  means  for 
counteracting  its  deleterious  effects,  is  the  influence  of  United  Ex- 
ample y  Therefore,  we,  members  of  Congress,  and  others,  recogniz- 
ing the  principle  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  Ardent  Spirit,  and 
^rom  the  traffic  in  it,  as  the  basts  of  our  Union,  do  hereby  agree  to 
form  ourselves  into  a  society,  and  for  this  purpose  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing Constitution,  viz: 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  The  American  Congres- 
sional Temperance  Society, 

Article  2.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be,  by  example,  and 
by  kind  moral  influence,  to  discountenance  'the  use  of  Ardent 
Spirit,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  throughout  the  community. 

Article  3.  Members  of  Congress,  and  all  who  have  been  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  officers  of  the  United  States  Government,  civil 
and  military,  and  heads  of  departments,  who  practically  adopt 
the  great  principle  of  this  Society,  may,  by  signing  the  Constitu- 
tion, become  members;  and  any  former  member  of  Congress,  or 
other  person  entitled  to  membership,  may  be  admitted,  on  ad- 
dressing to  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  a  letter,  expressive  of 
his  desire  to  bo  considered  a  member. 

Article  4.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice  Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Auditor ;  who  shall 
be  chosen  annually,  and  who  shall  perform  tho  duties  usually 
assigned  to  such  officers;  and  who  shall  continue  in  office  until 
others  are  elected. 

Article  5.  The  Society  shall  annually  appoint  five  persons, 
who,  together  with  the  officers  of  the  Society,  shall  constitute  an 
executive  committee;  three  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  from  time  to  time  take  such  measures,  as  shall  be 
adapted  to  render  this  Society  most  extensively  useful  to  the 
country. 

Article  6.  There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  at  such  time  du- 
ring the  session  of  Congress,  as  the  committee  may  appoint; 
and  the  president,  and  in  his  absence  one  of  the  vice  presidents, 
at  the  request  of  the  committee,  may  at  any  time  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

Article  7.  The  constitution  may  be  altered  by  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  executive  committee,  and  a  rote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  any  annual  meeting. 
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After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  officers  of  the  Soci- 
ety were  chosen,  as  follows: 

Presidenty  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

Vice  Presidenis,  Hon.  Samuel  Bell,  New  Hampshire;  Hon. 
Gideon  Tomlinson,  Connecticut;  Hon.  John  Reed,  Massachu- 
setts; Hon.  Lewis  Condict,  New  Jersey;  Hon.  William  Wilkins, 
Pennsylvania;  Hon.  Thomas Ewing,  Ohio;  Hon.  Felix  Grundy, 
Tennessee;  Hon.  John  Tipton,  Indiana;  Hon.  Daniel  Wardwell, 
New  York;   Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  Georgia. 

Secretary y  Hon. Walter  Lowrie,  Secretary  of  U.  S.  Senate. 

Treasurer,  Hon.  E.  Whittlesey,  Ohio. 

Auditor,  Hon.  W.  W.  Elsworth,  Connecticut. 

Executive  committee,  Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  New  Jersey; 
Hon.  Arnold  Naudian,  Delaware;  Hon.  John  Blair,  Tennessee; 
Hon.  George  N.  Briggs,  Massachusetts;  Hon.  Elutheros  Cook, 
Ohio. 


^ 


E.    (P.  50.) 

Reduction  of  Taxes, 

The  population  of ,  N.H.  at  the  last  census  was  less  than 

1200.  Three  rum  stores  and  two  rum  taverns  in  town,  together  with 
the  more  private  traffic  of  individuals,  were  loading  the  community 
with  an  annual  tax  of  mne  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  for  intoxicating 
liquors,  besides  the  incalculable  evils  of  drinking  the  poison. 
Their  temperance  reform  commenced  about  1827.  First  annual 
Report  of  their  society  exhibited  a  diminution  of  this  tax  to  the 
amount  of  $6,000  ;  the  second  reduced  it  ^,500,  leaving  only 
1^500  as  the  expense  of  spirits  sold  in  the  town. 

At  this  time,  they  have  three  stores  and  one  tavern,  free  from 
this  strong  drink,  and  not  a  licensed  house  in  town;  It  is  estimated, 
that  the  cost  of  ardent  spirits,  as  at  present  used  by  the  town, 
does  not  exceed  the  rate  of  $100  by  the  year.  It  is  believed 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  population  drink  no  ardent  spirits. 

The  Congregational  Church,  now  consisting  of  200  members, 
has  more  than  doubled  since  this  reform  commenced.  Now  they 
actually  pay  for  preaching  at  home,  double  in  cash,  to  what  they 
paid  mostly  in  produce  before.  Ten  years  ago,  their  benevolent 
contributions  for  a  year  were  less  than  twelve  dollars.  They  pay 
the  present  year,  more  them  one  thousand  dollars  in  cash  for 
various  benevolent  objects,  besides  large  subscriptions  raised  for 
payment  hereafter.  The  Church  arc  unanimously  pledged  against 
every  form  of  using  ardent  spirits  as  drink,  and  none  so  using 
it  are  ever  to  be  admitted. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  town,  consisting  of  nearly  100  mem- 
bers, are  said  to  be  practising  on  the  same  plan. 
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F.     (P.  50.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  merchant  in  Alabama,  showing  the 
benefits  to  merchants  and  others,  from  the  abandoning  of  the  use 
and  sale  of  ardent  spirits. 

* 'About  twelve  years  ago,  I  connected  myself  in  business  with 
a  country  merchant  residing  in  the  middle  part  of  South  Alabama, 
and  soon  after  settled  my  family  at  the  same  place.  We  kept  a 
general  assortment  of  goods  ;  our  customers  were  generally  of 
the  class  called  **  first  settlers,'*  or  "pioneers,"  enterprising 
men,  with  young  but  numerous  families,  who,  being  poor,  and 
seeing  but  little  prospect  of  bettering  their  fortunes  in  the  land  of 
their  nativity,  had  the  courage  to  attempt  their  improvement  by 
removing  to,  and  settling  in,  a  new  country.  These  people  were 
industrious  and  liberal,  but  sadly  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors.  They  were  kind  to  each  other  and  to  strangers.  If  a 
stranger  asked  for  a  glass  of  water,  it  was  their  custom  to  offer 
whiskey  with  it  ;  and  the  head  of  a  family,  although  unable  to 
pay  for  the  land  he  occupied,  would  apologise  with  seeming  mor- 
tification, if  he  was  unable  to  offer  his  visiting  neighbor  a  glass 
of  grog. 

It  is  the  business  of  a  country  merchant  to  supply  the  wants  of 
his  customers  ;  and  to  graduate  his  purchases  to  their  wants, 
requires  some  experience,  and  much  observation,  upon  which 
depends,  in  some  degree,  the  success  of  his  business. 

In  1824,  we  had  been  four  years  in  business,  and  it  required 
about  that  period,  100  barrels  of  whiskey,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  American  and  English  rum,  and  American  and  French  brandies, 
for  one  year's  demand. 

In  1825,  nearly  the  same, 

1826,  75  barrels  whiskey,  &c. 

1827,  40     **  *' 

1828,  25     "  *' 

1829,  10     "  "  and  2  pipes  brandy. 

1830,  5     "  **  2  ** 

1831,  5     **  *'  1  " 

And  there  is  another  fact,  as  remarkable  as  the  decrease  of  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors  in  that  neighborhood,  as  shown 
in  our  purchase  and  sales  above.  The  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion of  other  things,  as  shown  by  our  sales  of  the  articles,  was  nearly 
as  rapid.  But  the  most  interesting  fact  of  all  is  the  extraordinary 
change  in  the  circumstances  of  this  same  population.  From  the 
period  of  giving  up  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  these  people  began 
to  save  something  from  the  proceeds  of  the  little  crops;  and  partly 
with  these  savings,  and  partly  from  aid  given  by  a  gentleman  of 
some  monied  capital  who  resided  near,  they  have  purchased  the 
land  they  previously  settled  upon,  and  are  now  generally  indepen- 
dent planters,  making  from  five  to  fifty  bales  of  cotton  each  family^ 

13 
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besides  an  abundance  of  bread  stuffs,  and  almost  every  variety  ol 
vegetables,  by  means  of  which,  with  their  ample  stocks  of  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  and  poultry,  they  are  enabled  to  live  in  great  com- 
fort. Now,  instead  of  offering  the  stranger  whiskey,  and  the  hos- 
pitality of  their  miserable  cabins,  they  receive  him  in  their  com- 
fortable houses,  and  in  place  of  the  shelf  formerly  to  be  seen  in 
their  cabins  decorated  with  jugs  and  black  bottles,  he  finds  shelves, 
or  book  cases  stored  with  books  ;  instead  of  ragged  children,  fine 
rosy  cheeked  girls  and  boys,  neatly  dressed,  and  ready  to  converse 
with  him  upon  the  subject  of  schools,  agriculture,  the  cotton 
market,  he. 

Speaking  of  rosy  cheeks,  reminds  me  of  another  fact. — We 
kept  medicines,  with  our  other  wares,  and  our  sales  in  that  de- 
partment, for  the  last  six  years,  decreased  every  year.  [JV.  F. 
American^ 


Q.     (P.  53.) 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spaulding,  dated 
Lahaina,  Island  of  Maui,  (one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands)  October, 
1832. 

This  Island  has  35^,000  souls,  and  is  without  a  temperance 
society  !  This  fact  may  not  be  generally  known  in  America, 
but  is  really  so.  There  is  no  temperance  society  on  Maui;  but  if 
any  man  is  detected  in  buying,  selling,  or  manufacturing  ardent 
spirits,  he  is  forthwith  put  into  the  fort,  sentenced  to  make  public 
road,  or  otherwise  fined  according  to  law.  About  four  years  ago, 
a  tabu  was  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  of  this  Island  upon  Uie 
use  of  ardent  spirits.  Soon  afler,  a  native  who  had  a  barrel  of 
rum  in  his  posession,  acting  as  agent  for  a  man  on  Hawii,  ven- 
tured to  sell  one  bottle,  and  was  fined  $150,  to  be  paid  in  sandal 
wood,  and  he  immediately  collected  it.  Another  native  under- 
took to  sell  a  bottle,  and  was  fined  $75.  A  third  man,  a  foreigner, 
was  detected  in  selling  it  to  ships,  and  was  banished  to  another 
island,  during  the  season  of  shipping.  About  one  year  since,  a 
foreign  resident  in  Lahaina  was  suspected  of  selling  ardent  spirits 
to  the  sailors.  His  house  and  premises  were  immediately 
searched  without  finding  it.  Some  time  afler,  it  was  ascertained 
that  he  had  one  keg  concealed  in  a  hogshead  of  coal,  in  his 
blacksmith's  shop.  The  same  individual  has  been  since  suspect- 
ed; but  if  he  sells  it  at  all,  it  is  with  closed  doors,  and  probably 
under  promises  of  secrecy.  A  short  time  since,  a  schooner 
engaged  in  merchant  service,  arrived  from  Honolulu  with  rum 
on  board.  A  native  ventured  to  purchase  a  little  to  sell  again  to 
the  seamen.  Soon  its  exhilarating  effects  were  discovered  by 
the  quarrelling  of  some  sailors,  and  in  less  than  twenty-four  Jiours 
from  the  arrival  of  the  schooner,  the  native  was  in  his  proper 
place,  i.  e.  in  the  fort.     About  the  same  time,  a  fbreigner,  about 
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to  establish  himself  at  Lahaina,  was  detected  with  four  bottles  of 
rum,  and  for  certain  reasons,  I  do  not  know  that  he  told  what,  he 
went  immediately  on  board  a  whale  ship,  and  left  the  place.  It  is 
Mr.  Richards'  opinion  that  not  one  gallon  has  been  drunk  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Island  the  past  year.  We  have  no  evi- 
dence that  ardent  spirits  are  now  sold  at  this  place,  consequently 
all  is  comparatively  quiet ;  and  more  than  this,  we  have  some  evi- 
dence that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  with  us. — We  are  much 
encouraged,  and  the  more  encouraged  from  the  fact  that  we  have  no 
ardent  spirits  to  contend  with. 


H.     (P.  65.) 

[Facts  showing  the  evils  resulting  from  (he  use  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors,  report^  to  the  CatskUl  Temperance  Society,  Feb.  26, 
1833.] 

In  the  village  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.  whose  population  cannot  at  this 
time  vary  much  from  twenty-two  hundred,  the  efforts  for  the 
suppression  of  intemperance  have  produced  the  most  happy  re- 
sults. Eight  merchants,  who  were  formerly  engaged,  and  many 
of  them  extensively  so,  in  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  have  from 
principle  abandoned  the  traffic.  A  large  proportion  of  the  best 
families  in  the  village  have  discontinued  the  use  of  ardent  spirit 
as  a  drink  altogether.  More  than  seven  hundred  individuals, 
that  is,  about  one  third  of  all  the  inhabitants,  have  adopted  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and  joined  the  temperance  society. 
The  sentiment  is  rapidly  gaining  ground,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
entirely  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  an  article,  which  has  done 
more  than  any  thing  else  to  overspread  the  civilized  world  with 
crime  and  lamentation  and  wo. 

But  notwithstanding  this,  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
all  the  fearful  evils  connected  with  it,  still  exist  to  an  alarming 
extent.  In  the  month  of  December  last  an  investigation  was  made 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  by  a  number  of  gentleman  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  village,  and  distinguished  for  intelligence  and 
integrity.  As  the  result  of  their  investigation,  it  appears  that 
there  were  at  that  time  in  the  village  thirty-eight  persons  en- 
gaged in  selling  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  drink — ^that  is  one 
dealer  in  every  fifty-eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and  nearly  one  in 
every  thirty-nine  of  those  who  are  not  members  of  this  society. 
In  some  of  the  places  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  there 
are  perfect  schools  of  vice.  Impious  sneers  and  oaths  and  blas- 
phemies are  continually  to  be  heard  there.  The  friends  of  good 
order  are  made  a  hissing  and  a  byword.  The  laws  of  morality 
and  even  the  rules  of  decency  are  treated  with  contempt.  The 
holy  sabbath  is  trampled  under  foot,  and  its  sacred  hours  are  de^ 
voted  to  unusual  dissipation  and  wickedness.  The  intoxicating 
bowl  is  made  an  introduction  to  other  Tices,  that  are  sweeping 
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away  every  vestige  of  good  principle,  and  cutting  ofT  every  pros- 
pect of  a  reformation. 

There  were  at  that  time  in  the  village  one  hundred  and  thirtj 
habitual  drunkards — ^that  is  one  in  every  seventeen  of  the  whole 
population,  and  one  in  every  eleven  of  those  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  this  society.  Many  of  these  are  heads  of  families  who 
might  have  been  in  easy  and  honorable  circumstances.  But 
their  habits  have  placed  them  in  circumstances  of  an  opposite 
character.  In  many  instances  their  children  are  suffering  with 
cold  and  hunger,  their  wives  are  sinking  in  despair. 

There  are  three  hundred  more  in  the  village  who  are  publicly 
known  to  be  drinkers  of  ardent  spirits.  Of  this  number  many 
are  occasional  drunkards,  many  more  free  drinkers,  and  the  res- 
idue such  as  in  the  language  of  former  times  would  have  been 
called  temperate  drinkers.  A  portion  of  this  three  hundred  are 
young  men,  who  but  for  intoxicating  drinks  would  be  young  men 
of  high  hopes  and  fair  prospects.  But  their  friends  are  beginning 
to  tremble  for  their  safety,  and  unless  their  habits  can  be  changed, 
and  that  speedily,  their  ruin  is  certain. 

In  all  then  there  are  in  the  village  besides  those  who  drink 
privately,  four  hundred  and  thirty  who  are  either  drunkards  or 
advancing  to  that  condition — ^that  is,  two  in  every  seven  of  those 
who  are  not  members  of  this  society. 

If  the  whole  county  of  Greene  contains  the  same  proportion  ol 
drunkards  as  the  village  of  Catskill,  there  are  in  the  county  sev- 
enteen hundred  habitual  drunkards,  and  four  thousand  more  who 
are  travelling  in  the  way  which  leads  to  habitual  drunkenness. 

The  amount  paid  by  the  consumers  of  intoxicating  liquors  to 
the  venders  in  the  villag'e  of  Catskill,  supposing  each  vender  to 
receive  on  an  average  only  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  day,  which 
is  probably  below  the  truth,  would  be  20,805  dollars  annually.  If 
the  county  pay  in  the  same  proportion  for  its  whole  population  as 
the  village  of  Catskill,  the  amount  annually  expended  by  the  con- 
sumers of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  county,  would  be  283,704 
dollars.  This  sum  would  furnish  700  families  with  more  than 
$400  apiece  for  their  support. 

If  we  add  to  this  sum  the  value  of  time  spent  in  drinking  and 
drunkenness,  and  in  indolence  and  ill  health  resulting  from 
drunkenness,  together  with  losses  from  mismanagement  and 
otherwise,  resulting  from  the  same  cause,  the  amount  would  pro- 
bably be  more  than  doubled.  But  in  estimating  the  losses  which 
individuals  sustain  in  consequence  of  intoxicating  liquors,  we 
should  not  forget  the  peace  of  mind,  and  character  and  influence 
which  they  sacrifice.  We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  sufferings 
and  agonies  of  their  families  and  friends.  There  is  still  another 
light  in  which  it  is  important  to  count  the  cost  of  strong  drink. 
TheSovereign  of  the  Universe  has  declared  that  drunkards  shall 
not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  Who  then  can  estimate  the 
losses  sustained  by  those  that  have  been  slain  by  intemperance? 
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Who  can  calculate  the  risks  incurred  by  those  that  are  now  rush- 
ing on  to  the  drunkard's  grave  ? 

But  great  as  are  the  evils  already  exhibited,  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  the  production  of  crime  and  pauperism  and 
public  taxes,  is  no  less  alarming.  The  following  facts  in  relation 
to  this  point  are  not  stated  on  conjecture  or  vague  report.  In 
support  of  them  the  Committee  have,  in  their  possession,  direct 
testimony  derived  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  which  they 
could  produce  if  necessary.  Where  the  testimony  is  not  full,  the 
nature  of  it  is  stated. 

During  a  period  of  seven  years,  terminating  last  December, 
nearly  three  hundred  individuals  were  at  different  times,  confined 
in  the  Jail  of  Greene  County  for  crimes.  All  of  this  number,  ex- 
cept three,  were  intemperate,  whether  those  three  were  so  or  not, 
is  doubtful.  During  the  same  period  about  sixty  individuals  were 
imprisoned  in  the  same  jail  for  debt,  who  were  unable  to  pro- 
cure bail  for  the  limits.  All  of  this  number,  without  exception, 
were  intemperate.  If  then  there  had  been  no  intoxicating  li- 
quors in  use,  the  county  might  have  been  free  from  the  burden 
of  supporting  its  jail. 

Of  those  who  have  received  aid  at  the  Greene  County  Poor- 
house  during  the  last  three  years,  about  one  iiflh  are  children 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Of  the  adults,  about  three  eights 
are  males,  and  the  remaining  five  eights  females.  At  least  seven 
eights  of  the  children  are  made  paupers  by  the  intemperance  of 
their  parents,  and  as  great  a  proportion  of  the  adult  males  are 
made  so  by  their  own  intemperance;  about  three  fiflhs  of  the 
adult  females  are  intemperate,  and  one  fiflh  are  made  paupers  by 
the  intemperance  of  those  on  whom  they  were  dependent,  so  that 
not  more  than  one  fiflh  even  of  the  females  were  made  paupers 
by  any  other  cause  than  intemperance. 

The  number  that  have  received  aid  from  the  county,  either  at 
the  Poor-house  or  out  of  it  in  the  several  towns  during  each  of  the 
last  three  years,  has  varied  between  300  and  400  annually.  At 
least  seven  eights  of  the  whole  number  were  made  paupers  by  in- 
temperance. 

But  for  intoxicating  liquors,  therefore,  any  public  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  poor  in  this  county  would  scarcely  have  been 
necessary.  It  is  believed  that  the  supplies  now  furnished  for 
drunkards  and  their  families  by  private  charity,  would  be  far  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  all  those  who  are  not  made  pau- 
pers by  intemperance.  These  supplies  too  would  have  been 
cheerfully  furnished  in  every  case  of  need,  if  intemperance  had 
not  frozen  up  the  charities  of  the  benevolent. 

The  jail  expenses  for  criminals,  including  the  repairs  of  the 
jail,  have  cost  the  county  annually  for  the  last  seven  years,  the 
average  sum  of  850  dollars,  making  for  the  seven  years  $5950. 
All  of  this,  according  to  the  statement  above,  except  perhaps  a 
trifling  item  which  is  doubtfol,  is  chargeable  to  intoxicating  li- 
quors. 

10 
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To  this  should  be  added  the  charges  of  magistrates  and  other 
officers,  for  arresting  and  examining  criminals,  together  with  all 
the  charges  attending  their  trial.  These  charges  cannot  all  be 
determined  with  perfect  accuracy.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
made  an  investigation  in  relation  to  them  for  one  year.  A  num- 
ber of  the  largest  items  they  ascertained  precisely,  and  had  some 
facilities  for  forming  an  estimate  of  nearly  all  the  rest.  As  the 
result  of  their  investigation,  they  were  convinced  that  the  amount 
for  that  year  could  not  have  been  less  than  1500  dollars.  It  may 
have  been  more.  In  this  estimate  nothing  was  allowed  for  the 
time  and  expenses  of  jurors  and  witnesses  attending  on  criminal 
trials,  nor  for  any  other  services  not  paid  for  out  of  the  county 
treasury. 

The  expenses  of  the  county  for  the  support  of  the  poor  during 
each  of  the  last  three  years  have  been  as  follows — 
r    ,p«/>  (  Aid  rendered  at  the  Poov-house   $3480,32  )  a^qq,  «, 
^"  *"^"  I  in  the  several  towns    910,99  \  SP^^^^I 

>«3^S         s  S:  Torn?'""  tKS«^fi^ 

$16695,80 

The  gentleman  who  furnished  this  statement  had  not  the  bills 
of  expenditures  in  the  several  towns,  in  1832,  before  him  at  the 
time  the  statement  was  made.  But  being  extensively  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  he  believed  they  must  amount  to  the  sum  stated, 
viz.  $1900. 

The  whole  expense  of  the  poor  then  for  the  last  three  years  is 
16,695  dollars.  The  Committee  have  already  given  their  reason* 
for  believing  that  no  part  of  this  expense  would  have  been  int 
curred  by  the  county,  had  there  been  no  intemperance.  Boi 
without  relying  on  probabilities,  it  has  been  proved,  that  at  leas 
seven  eights  of  this,  that  is  14,608  dollars,  is  directly  chargeable 
to  intoxicating  liquors.  Seven  eights  of  the  charge  for  the  poor  in 
1832,  is  5,796  dollars. 

According  to  the  facts  and  estimates  already  exhibited,  intoxi- 
cating liquors  imposed  upon  the  county  in  1832,  a  tax  for 
The  average  amount  o/ Jail  expenses     .  $850 

Other  expenses  for  intemperate  criminals  1500 

Seven  eights  of  the  expenses  for  the  poor  5796 

Additional  expences  to  Collectors,  Treasurer,  &c. 

for  raising  the  above  sums 488 

Whole  amount $8,634 

The  whole  amount  raised  by  tax  for  defraying  all  the  county 
and  town  expenses  for  1832,  including  between  $1000  and  $2000 
extraordinary,  occasioned  by  the  cholera,  is  only  $16,205,66. 
Intoxicating  liquors  therefore  were  the  immediate  cause  of  more 
than  one  half  of  the  burden  imposed  upon  every  man  who  paid 
taxes  in  the  county  {ot  W^X.  7^^x. 
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The  tax  upon  good  morals  should  also  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count. Drunkards  are  not  the  only  individuals  whose  moral  pu- 
rity is  destroyed  by  intoxicating  liquor^.  These  individuals  are 
dispersed  through  every  neighborhood  in  the  county,  scattering 
pollution  and  moral  death  wherever  they  go.  Every  youth,  and 
almost  every  child  is  brought  within  their  influence,  and  conse- 
quently liable  to  be  tainted  by  their  example. 

We  see  then  from  unquestionable  facts,  that  intoxicating  drink 
causes  almost,  if  not  quite  all  of  our  criminals,  at  least  seven 
eights  of  our  paupers,  and  more  than  half  of  our  taxes. — It  is 
ruining  our  youth  as  well  as  those  of  maturer  years.  It  is  cor- 
rupting the  public  morals,  resisting  the  progress  of  religion,  and 
filling  the  land  with  infidelity  and  atheism. 

A  question  now  arises,  Is  it  right  to  partake  of  a  beverage 
which  is  poisoning  the  sources  of  private  happiness  and  national 
prosperity  ?  Is  it  right  in  any  way  to  encourage  or  sanction  the 
use  of  such  a  beverage?  Should  some  foreign  monarch  slay 
30,000  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  every  year,  should  he 
double  the  amount  of  our  public  taxes,  should  he  corrupt  the 
morals  of  our  country,  and  resist  the  progress  of  our  religion, 
and  threaten  the  destruction  of  our  government,  would  it  be  right 
for  this  nation  to  continue  a  friendly  intercourse  with  him? 
Would  any  one  plead  that  he  might  possibly  afford  us  aid  in  some 
time  of  distress,  and  therefore  it  was  best  to  remain  on  terms  of 
intimacy  and  friendship  with  him  ?  No,  millions  of  voices  would 
exclaim  with  indignation,  not  for  a  moment.  Come  what  will, 
we  abandon  forever  that  cruel  tyrant.  His  friendship  is  death. 
Whoever  favors  him  shall  be  branded  as  a  traitor,  and  spurned 
from  society.  But  all  these  evils,  with  a  host  of  others  of  the 
most  aggravated  character,  are  brought  upon  us  by  intoxicating 
liquors. 

Again  a  question  arises  in  view  of  the  facts  which  we  have 
detailed.  Is  it  morally  right  any  longer  to  grant  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  ardent  spirits?  Ought  we,  by  our  town  and  village  au- 
thorities, any  longer  to  sell  licenses  for  opening  the  fountains  of 
sin,  and  pouring  forth  rivers  of  pollution  and  death  upon  the 
community  ?  Is  it  right  thus  to  sanction  the  use  of  an  article 
which  has  produced  nearly  all  of  our  criminals,  and  seven  eights 
of  our  paupers  and  more  than  half  of  our  taxes?  Is  it  good 
economy,  is  it  wisdom  to  do  so? 

In  conclusion,  the  facts  which  have  been  presented,  warrant 
us  in  saying,  that  every  one  who  has  a  family  to  educate,  or 
taxes  to  pay,  or  a  country  to  love,  or  a  God  to  serve,  is  directly 
interested  in  having  all  intoxicating  liquors  banished  from  the 
land. 

Orrin  Day,  \  ^  Francis  Sayre, 

Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,     /  ExecutiTO  \0.  L.  Kirtland 
Rev.  T.  M.  Smith,         >  <  E.  R  |>4J: 

Rev.  J.  DowLiNG,  i  Committee.  jT^.F. 

C.  C.  Hoaoland,  M.D.  ^  \ 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New- York  State  Temperance 
Society,  in  presenting  to  the  Parent  Institution  its  Fourtli 
Annual  Report,  respectfully  submits  the  following  summary  of 

RESULTS. 

I.  ,N\imher  of  Auxiliaries  in  the  St<ite  of  JYew-York, — Including 
the  State  Society,  ^/een  hundred  and  thirty-eight  temperance  so- 
cieties have  been  reported.  Many  more  are  known  to  exist  fron^ 
which  no  report  has  been  received. 

II.  Present  number  of  Members. — ^This  by  actual  enumeratior. 
amounts  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  and  seventy-four : 
but  here  also  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  number  actually 
pledged  to  total  abstinence  greatly  exceeds  the  sum  arrived  at  by 
enumeration,  as  in  some  societies  great  increase  has  taken  place 
since  the  reports  were  sent  in,  and  from  others  complete  returns 
have  never  been  made.  Increase  in  the  year,  sixty  thousand  eighi 
hundred  and  four. 

III.  Temperance  Stores  and  Taverns. — By  these  we  under- 
stand those  stores  and  taverns  where  the  absence  of  spirituous 
liquors  is  the  result  and  effect  of  the  temperance  reform.  One 
thousand  two  hundred  and  two  of  these  have  been  reported. 

IV.  Distilleries  discontinued. — These  amount  to  one  hundroi 
and  thirty-one;  a  great  part,  but  we  think  not  all,  of  these  have 
been  discontinued  in  the  course  of  the  past  vear. 

[J>rewYork  Stale  Report] 


The  General  Association  of  Massachusetts,  composed  of  the 
great  body  of  Evangelical  Congregational  Ministers  in  that  State, 
say,  '*  The  Temperance  Reformation  has  made  rapid  advances. 
In  some  associations,  the  number  of  pledges  has,  during  tho 
year,  been  more  than  doubled.  In  others  there  is  not  an  indi- 
vidual licensed  to  sell  strong  drink,  and  in  the  most,  if  not  all,  thr 
number  of  licences  has  been  greatly  diminished.  Many  of  ou** 
churches  have  become  temperance  churches.  They  admit  none 
to  their  fellowship,  who  do  not  avow  the  principle  of  total  absti- 
nence from  both  the  consumption  and  the  traffic.  And  some  o' 
them  have,  by  special  vote,  made  the  traffic  in  every  form  ;. 
disciplinable  offence." 

They  also  passed  unanimously  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

**  As  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  only  unne- 
cessary but  injurious  to  the  social,  civil,  and  religious  interests  of 
men,  therefore  the  laws  which  sanction  that  traffic  by  licensini: 
men  to  pursue  it,  are,  in  the  judgment  of  this  association,  mot*- 
ally  tprong;  and  ought  to  be  so  modified,  that  instead  oi  licensing 
the  sin,  and  thus  sanctioning  its  continuance,  they  will  only,  as 
far  as  practicable  and  expedient,  defend  the  community  from  its 
evils." 


SBYX2NTH  RBPOBT 


or  TBI 


AMERICAir 


TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY, 


PRESENTED  AT  THE  MEETING 


III 


PHILADELPHIA,   MAY,  1834. 


CTThit  Report  in  a  periodica],  and  eantainf  five  iheete.    The  poetage  under 
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Thb  aimaad  fld^dnle  will  Aow  the  tmoant  of  ARDENT  BPIRIT  iii^>orted  Into  th«  Uoitod 
fltaiM  In  aadi  year  durinf  Ite  period  mentioaod. 


Year. 


1796 


OaUoBs. 
-4,143,385 
-3,803,861 
-4,567,160 
-3,428,391 

5,545,681 


«»5,0l8/i62 
'«*»'*5,599,760 


1790^ 
1900- 
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«MMMW%WW^W«'k'«M«l'*'*^"i^M^^* 


7,302,297 
4,785,937 
8,413,314 


1801 

1 80*-"    9,855,792 


Year. 
1805-. 

1806- 
1807. 


m0mm00mmm00i0m0mmmm00»0i 


tf«*M#MWWW>MMMMM|MW«M 


s^0m*0'0'0im0m0>0>^^>0tm0>m0»m00*0i^m 


Ganow. 
7,694^258 
^,916,428 
9,770,795 


J  80<y  ^0)m0t0^im0i0^f>m0'  0^i0t0i0i^0t00im^^  3%  8^  a^  ■  O^ 
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1820-^ 

1821 

1822- 

1823~ 

1824~ 

1825- 

1826- 

1827. 

1828- 


MMM^tfWWMWl 


Gallooa. 
-3,828,996 
-3,658,150 


IM«>M«WWW«««MMAMMPWMMMM 


.^,088,989 
-3^6,224 


l»«V^W««WMMW«M««^ 
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1829~ 
1830- 
1331 
1832- 


**m0>m0imm0^i0tm^^:0)00'm0i  m 


5/^77,774 
5,091,170 
3,718,15: 
3,537,426 
^102,59? 
-3,423,884 
-1,692,344 
^2,491,583 
-2,810,140 


1819~'w^>~»*««—'—'>— '"4,477,628     Total  in  43  years,    214,434,34* 

In  eadi  gallon  there  are  23i  cubic  inches.  In  214,434,342  gallons  there  are  49,534,233,002  cubit 
Inches ;  equal  to  28,665,702  cubic  feet.  Divide  this  by  80,  the  number  of  square  feet  in  a  foot  ot 
a  Canal  20  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep,  and  we  have  358,321  feet  of  Canal.  Divide  this  by  5280, 
the  number  of  feet  in  a  mile  of  Canal,  and  we  have  about  68  miles ;  the  length  of  a  Canal  20  fech 
wideband  4  feet  deep,  which  the  above  amount  would  fill.  Suppose  that  there  were  20  tinMs  a« 
modi  domestic  spirit  used  as  there  wa»  of  spirit  imported  into  the  United  States,  the  whole 
would  mi  a  Canal  20  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  and  about  1360  miles  long. 

The  amount  of  WINE,  imported  and  exported  from  1790  to  1832. 


1790 
1791 
1792 
1798 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
'809 
1^10 
1811 


ImporVtu. 
GaUs. 


2,718,526 
3,070,187 
2,186,697 
4,321,205 
6,261,690 
4,221,619 
5*568,319 
3,292,883 
1,169,720 
1,366,267 
1,897,609 


Years. 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 


Exported. 

303,694 

101,443 

18,466 

191,273 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 


Leaving  for 
Exjmrted.  eotuun^. 
1,088,455 
916,256 
1,269,723 
1,507,483 
2,494,352 

-  3,357,960 
2,219,905 
2,041,413 
1,364,963 

-  1,807,501 
1,678,915 

1,487,758  1,230,768 

1,292,799  1,777,388 

326,689  1,860,008 

1,585,382  2,735,923 

3,519,780  2,742,010 

3,570,209  661,410 

3,180,475  2,387,844 

1,187,081  2,105,802 

621,652  548,068 

238,943  1,127,334 

344^1  1,553,088 

BRANDEns  Table,  showing  the  proportion  of  Alcohol  in  distilled  and  fermented  Liqi 

Proportinn  of  Spirit  per  cent,  by  meanure. 

Ditto.— —18.25         "Ditto  '■■- "'16.32  45. 

Average— «>»»>i  9. 1 7 
Teneriile — — 1 9.79 
Colares-x— >— *M>1 9.75 


Qrou 
Import'^. 

Gallt. 
1,962,324 
802,689 
423^259 

1,280,860 
2,784,063 

1,445,754 
1,663,482 
1,255,266 
1,754,322 
3,215,142 
2,0d8^16 
2,675,244 
2,101,359 
3,160,528 
3,436,060 
3,375,508 
2,914,611 
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AirirUAL   MEETIITG 


The  Seventh  Annual  Meeiinff  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  was  held 
ai  the  church  on  Washington  Square,  Philadelphia,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  Maj  20. 
1834.  The  President,  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  beniff  absent,  S.  V.  8.  Wilder, 
Esq.,  the  Vice  President,  took  the  Chair,  and  Re?.  John  Marsh,  Secretary  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Temperance  Society,  was  apoointed  Secretary,  yro  tern.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Key.  Dr.  Edwards,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Society  -,  and  the  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz. : 

Hon.  SAMUEL  HUBBARD,  PruOenL 
S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  En.  Vtu  Fre$ide*U 
f  Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,  Corretp<mding  SicrtUary. 

1  ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  Recording  SeerUary. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  Treawrer. 
HENRY  HILL,  Em.  JtuHUtr. 
JOHN  TAPPAN,  Em.  % 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,    / 
Hon.  HEMAN  LINCOLN,      >  Execmtitt  Cvmrniaee. 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,    i 
ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  J 

As  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  had,  unexpectedly,  not  airived, 
the  following  vote  was  passed,  viz  -.  That  there  be  a  recess  of  this  meeting,  tiU 
half  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  at  this  church,  to  hear  extracts  from  the 
Attnual  Report  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee,  and  such  addresses  as  may  be 
delivered  on  the  occasion ;  and  that  when  this  Society  shall  adjourn,  it  aiKoam 
to  meet  at  the  Cowper  Committee  Room,  in  Boston,  the  First  Toesuyin 
August,  1834,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  the  close  of  the  recess,  the  Society  met  according  to  the  above  vote.  The 
Chair  was  again  taken  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  S<x:iety.  The  meetiaf  wss 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  rastor  of  the  Second 
rasbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia.  Extracts  from  the  Report,  were  then  icsd 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  seconded  by  Rev.  Presi- 
dent Lindsley ,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 

Resolved.  That  the  Report,  extracts  from  which  have  been  read,  be  accepted 
and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Conunittee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Cyrus  Mason,  New  York, 

Rcsolvedf  That  the  influence  of  Young  Men  has  been  highly  salatuy  ia  the 
promotion  of  the  cause  of  Temperance ;  and  should  they  give  to  it  their      "  ' 
example,  and  their  active  and  persevering  efforts,  they  would  matly 
their  own  benefit,  and  become  eminently  Uie  benefactors  of  nMnkind. 

On  motion  from  the  Chair,  seconded  by  Isaac  S.  Lloyd,  Esq. ,  of  t*hikiie^is, 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  Temperance  has  been  greatly  nromoled  kf  tlw 
example  and  effort  of  women ;  and  should  tint  influence  to  wmch  tlM^ 
justly  entitled,  be  unitedly  and  perse veringly  exerted  in  its  finFer,  its 
would  be  certain,  and  its  blessings  be  extend  to  all  future  genentio— . 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reed,  of  London,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wiaslowiof 
Ceylon, 

kesolvedf  That  we  gratefully  recognise  the  diyine  goodness  is  tlm  flKeeHef 
the  Temoerance  cause,  and  as  the  promotion  of  this  cause  is  fsentiel  la  the 
htelth,  the  virtue  and  the  happiness  of  all  nations,  it  ouiiht  to  receive  tke  eer- 
dial  support,  and  the  active  penevering  oo^^pention  of  aU  friends  of  hamuittf 
throughout  the  world. 

Each  of  the  Resolutions  was  accompanied  with  interesting  and  ueweifnl 
ad^sses ;  after  which,  according  to  previous  vote,  the  Society  wae  aoioiimed 
to  ineet  at  the  Cowper  Committee  Room,  in  Boston,  on  the  fint  Tonday  in 
Atigust,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ikesday,  August  5, 1834.    The  Society  met  according  to  adjoariMnnt    The 
Hon.  George  Odiome  was  called  to  the  Chair.    The  Rewarts  of  the  ** 
and  Auditor  wen  read,  and  accepted.    A  number  of  new  nwinUw 
Sodety  were  (hen  eleotedi  after  which  the  meeting  adioonn^Mttftf. 
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The  present  age  is  marked  with  strong  and  auspicious  peculiar- 
ities. One  of  them  is,  increasmg  numbers  of  people  are  disposed 
to  inquire^  with  regard  to  every  moral  principle  and  practice,  "  Is 
it  right  ? "  It  is  less  satisfactory  now,  than  in  former  times,  that  a 
thing  is  pleasant  merdy  ;  that  it  is  popular,  has  been  practised  a 
long  time,  by  respectaWe  men,  or  even  by  good  men.  The 
question  is,  and  with  numbers  increasing  continually,  ^^  Is  it 
right  ?'^ 

Another  auspicious  indication  of  the  present  time,  is,  the  stand- 
ard of  right  and  wrong,  with  increasing  numbers,  is  the  Bible. 
This  has,  by  good  men,  long  been  acknowledged  in  theory,  as  the 
only  sufficient  and  perfect  moral  standard.  But  they  are  now, 
more  than  ever  before,  applying  it  to  practice.  Not  only  are  they 
laboring  with  new  vigor  to  send  it  to  all  nations,  and  convey  a 
knowledge  of  its  contents  to  all  hearts  ;  but  they  are  appealing  to 
it,  as  the  criterion  of  thoi^ht  and  action ;  and  are  endeavoring, 
with  new  diligence,  to  bring  every  soul,  under  its  all-controlling 
power. 

It  is  not  so  decisive,  as  it  once  was,  that  a  thing  is  legal, 
according  to  human  statute  ;  or  Iionorable  in  human  society  ;  but 
the  question  is,  does  it  accord  with  the  will  of  God  as  revealed 
in  the  Bible?  To  the  law,  and  the  testimony ;  if  they  speak  not 
according  to  this  word,  increasin|  numbers  conclude,  there  is  ^o 
light  in  them.  Nor  do  they  confine  the  supervision  of  the  Frt)le, 
as  much  as  they  once  did,  to  sul^ects  that  are  purely  rHigious. 
They  are  extending  it  to  all  the  aroirs  of  life.  Busine«5S,  amuse- 
ments, legisUtion,  every  thing  in  which  men  are  eng^d,  they  feel 
*X)und  to  prosecute  in  accordance  with  the  Bibb;  and  whether 
they  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatever  they  do,  to  do  ill  in  obedience  to 
its  dictates.  Other  things  as  the  standard  of  Reeling  and  conduct, 
are  in  their  influence  over  men,  diminishing ;  and  the  Bible  is 
rising,  and  rising,  toward  that  state,  in  wMch  it  shall  appear  to  aB, 
that  the  Lord  hadi  magnified  bis  word  above  all  his  name. 

Another  momentous  indication  of  the  present  time,  md  qjjlp. 
which  takes  hold  widi  a  m^^  grasp  on  me  destinies  of  men,  i%  - ;' 
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the  number  is  increasing  who  feel  conscience-bound  daily  to  hasten 
to  the  Bible  as  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  to  ihem  ;  and  widi 
fervent  supplication  for  the  teaching  of  his  spirit,  tliat  they  may 
understand  his  will  ;  and  who,  when  they  do  understand  it,  are  not 
afraid,  or  ashamed  to  do  it. 

The  number  is  rapidly  increasing,  who  when  they  learn  that 
the  Bible  condemns  a  practice,  will  renounce  it ;  and  who,  when 
they  learn  that  it  requires  an  action,  will  attempt,  with  the  spirit 
which  the  Bible  inculcates,  to  perform  it,  whedier  other  men  do 
this  or  not ;  and  who  will  leave  the  consequences  to  the  divine 
disposal. 

There  is  a  deeper  and  more  pervading  conviction,  tlian  ever 
before,  of  individual  personal  responsibility  directly  to  God  ;  bind- 
ing each  one,  in  all  situations,  for  the  character  and  tendency  of 
hl.s  actions,  to  the  retributions  of  eternity.  Efforts  to  do  good 
ai'e  not  so  much  confined  as  they  once  were,  to  ways  only  which 
have  the  sanction  of  general  example  ;  or  that  are  deemed  by  the 
great  body  of  men,  to  be  respectable.  It  is  less  necessary  now, 
dian  it  once  was,  for  a  good  man  to  see  a  great  multitude  ahead, 
before  he  thmks  it  expedient  for  him  to  do  right ;  or  attempt,  by 
sound  argument,  and  kind  persuasion,  to  induce  others  to  do 
right. 

The  consequence  is,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  common, 
if  a  man  wishes  to  have  good  done,  to  do  it  himself ;  if  a  man 
wishes  to  have  a  little  good  done,  to  do  that ;  and  if  he  wishes  to 
have  great  good  done,  to  do  that  ;  and  to  do  it  now.  There  is 
less  disposition  than  formerly  to  depend  on  other  people,  and  to 
put  off  present  duty  to  future  time.  Men  are  not  so  much  afraid 
as  they  once  were,  or  ashamed,  if  needful,  to  go  in  the  path  of 
duty,  alone  ;  and,  whether  others  do  it  or  not,  attempt  to  do  good 
as  they  have  opportunity  to  all  men ;  expecting  that  their  labor 
will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  The  feeblest  and  most  obscure 
do  not  now  despair  of  exerting  influence  that  shall  be  felt  by  all 
people,  to  all  ages. 

And  men  are  less  satisfied  now,  than  they  once  were,  with  clip- 
ping ikff  the  twigs  or  lopping  off  the  branches  ;  they  are  more 
disposeA  to  go  to  the  root,  and  in  order  to  make  the  fruit  good,  to 
make  the  tnje  good.  They  have  learned  that  they  cannot  stop  the 
stream,  without  drying  up  the  fountain.  They  go  more  than  for- 
merly to  princVples,  in  then*  application  to  practice  ;  and  to 
remove  the  effects,  undertake  to  remove  the  cause. 

The  consequence  is,  efforts  to  do  good,  are  more  successfbl 
than  ever  before.  Th«y  take  a  wider  range  ;  .exert  a  more  per- 
vading influence  ;  and  the  same  amount  of  efibrt  accomplishes 
vastly  greater  results. .  And  the  more  men  do  the  will  of  God,  the 
more  plain  hia  will  is ;  and  the  blessings  of  obeying  it,  are  more 
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obvious  and  abundant.  And  as  that  will  is  made  known,  it  com- 
mends itself  more  strongly  than  ever  before  to  the  conscience  ; 
the  blessings  of  obeying  it  attract  greater  attention,  and  the  num- 
bers who  are  moved  by  it  to  mighty  deeds  of  kindness,  are  increas- 
ing, with  a  rapidity  and  to  an  extent,  never  before  known.  Thus 
acting  and  reacting,  '^  light  and  love,"  the  grand  means  of  universal 
moral  renovation,  are  moving  onward  from  conquering  to  conquer ; 
inspiring  with  new  hope,  cheering  with  new  expectations,  and 
exciting  all  who  are  governed  by  them,  to  higher  and  holier  efforts, 
that  the  will  of  God  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven. 

A  striking  development  of  these  principles  has  been  made  in  the 
Temperance  Reformation.  A  vicious  practice  had  obtamed,  had 
received  the  sanction  of  legislation,  and  the  support  of  the  example 
of  nearly  the  whole  Christian  world.  But  it  was  followed,  as  its 
natural  and  necessary  result,  by  loss  of  property,  character,  life 
and  soul,  to  an  extent  which  must  fill  every  person  who  compre- 
hends it,  with  amazement.  And  the  question  was  started,  no 
doubt,  by  the  spirit  of  God,  ^Ms  it  right^"  to  continue  a  practice 
which  produces  such  results ;  and  which,  if  continued,  will  perpet- 
uate and  increase  them  to  all  future  ages  ?  The  Bible  was  exam- 
ined >  and  providences  observed ;  divine  teaching  was  sought, 
and  the  conviction  was  fastened  on  the  mind,  that  the  practice 
was  not  right ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  evils  which  it  produced, 
men  must  cease  to  perpetuate  the  cause. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  to  them,  especially  to 
our  own  countrymen,  the  reasons  why  they  should  do  this,  the 
American  Temperance  Society  was  formed.  Its  object,  is,  by 
the  diffusion  of  information  and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral  influ- 
ence, to  attempt,  with  the  divine  blessing,  to  produce  such  a 
change  of  sentiment  and  practice  with  regard  to  intoxicating  drink, 
that  intemperance  shall  cease,  and  temperance,  with  all  its  attend- 
ant benefits  to  the  body  and  the  soul,  shall  universally  prevail. 

Temperance^  in  view  of  tlwse  who  formed  this  Society^  is  the 
moderate  and  proper  use  of  things  beneficial ;  and  abstinence  from 
things  hurtful.  Ardent  spirit,  being  in  its  nature,  as  manifested 
by  its  effects,  a  poison  ;  and  of  course,  one  of  the  hurtful  things, 
and  in  this  country,  the  grand  means  of  intoxication,  their  object 
required  them  to  abstain  from  the  drinking,  and  from  the  furnish- 
ing of  it ;  and  to  endeavor,  by  all  suitable  means,  to  induce  the 
whole  community  to  do  the  same. 

This  object  they  have  steadily  pursued.  And  to  give  to  moral 
influence  the  highest  and  best  effect,  they  have  attempted  to 
embody,  in  voluntary  associations,  all,  who  practice  on  the  above 
principle,  and  are  willing  to  unite  in  them.  The  plan  has  received 
the  smile  of  Heaven.  It  has  been  viewed  with  &vor  by  the  ^ood;. 
and  has  accomplished  great  results.  •* 
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At  our  last  Anntial  Meetmg,  there  had  been  formed  in  the 
United  States  21  State  Temperance  Societies;  and  in  smaller 
districts,  it  was  supposed,  more  than  5000  other  Temperance 
Societies,  embodying  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  drinkii^ 
of  ardent  spirit  and  from  the  traffic  in  it,  more  than  1 ,000,000 
members.  More  than  2000  men  had  ceased  to  make  it;  and 
more  than  6000  had  ceased  to  sell  it.  They  believed  that  the 
business  was  wicked,  and  they  applied  this  belief  to  their  practice. 
More  than  5000  men  who  once  were  drunkards,  had  within  five 
years  ceased  to  use  intoxicating  drink;  and  were,  as  all  men  who 
pursue  this  course  will  be,^  sober  men.  Many  of  them  had  become 
highly  respectable  and  useful,  and  not  a  few  tnily  pious  men. 

More  than  700  vessels  were  afloat  on  the  ocean,  in  which  ar- 
dent spirit  was  not  used;  and  multitudes  of  all  ages,  in  all  kinds 
of  lawful  business,  and  in  every  variety  of  condition,  had  found  by 
experience,  that  they  were  in  all  respects  better  wkhout  the  use 
of  it.  Facts  had  proved  that  it  is  a  nuisance^  unspeakably  injuri- 
ous to  mankind.  Numerous  Medical  Associations  bad  condemned 
the  drinking  of  it,  as  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  life;  and  various 
Ecclesiastical  bodies  of  different  denominations,  embracing  more 
than  5000  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  more  than  6000  Christian 
Churches,  had  expressed  it  as  their  solemn  and  deliberate  convic- 
tion, that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is  morally 
wrong ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned  throughout  the  world. 
In  this  state  of  things  we  commenced  the  labors  of  the  past  year. 

Tlie  United  States  Temperance  Convention  that  had  bMu  in- 
vited by  this  Society  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  assembled  in  that 
city  on  the  24th  of  May.  It  was  composed  of  more  than  400 
delegates,  and  from  21  States.  Seldom  has  a  body  of  men 
assembled  of  greater  weight  of  character,  and  of  higher  and  better 
influence  in  the  country.  They  continued  in  session  three  days, 
and  passed  with  great  unanimity  about  thirty  resokitions,  expressive 
of  their  views  on  various  points  of  this  momentous  subject. 

The  resolution  which  excited  the  greatest  interest,  and  which 
led  to  the  longest  and  most  animated  debate,  was  that,  which  ex- 
pressed the  sentiment,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used 
as  a  drink,  is  morally  titrong;  and  ought  to  be  universally  abandoned. 
This  sentiment  had  before  been  expressed  not  only  by  the  Eccle- 
siastical bodies  above  referred  to,  but  by  the  American  Congressional 
Temperance  Meeting,  at  the  Capitol  in  Washington;  and  numerous 
other  meetings;  and  the  traffic  had  been  treated  as  immoral  in 
various  ways  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

It  was  to  be  expected  therefore,  that  this  point  would  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  United  States  Temperance  Convention.  Many 
were  anxious  to  know,  what  the  Physicians,  the  Jurists,  and  the 
Statesmen,  who  were  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  eountry  on 
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that  occasion  thought  upon  this  subject.  If  they  viewed  the 
nature  of  ardent  spirit  to  be  such,  that  the  traffic  in  it,  to  be  used 
as  a  drink,  is  necessarily  immoral,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned, it  was  obvious  that  the  subject  demanded  universal  attention. 
When  the  question  came  up  therefore,  it  excited  great  interest. 
Some  expressed  doubts;  not  so  much  however  whether  the  traffic 
is  immoral,  as  whether  it  would  be  useful  for  the  Convention  to 
say  so.  But  as  the  discussion  proceeded,  and  the  manifest  and 
enormous  immorality  of  the  traffic  was  exhibited,  this  number 
lessened.  They  not  only  saw  that  it  is  an  immorality,  but  that 
it  was  a  duty  which  they  owed  to  God,  to  themselves,  and  to 
society,  to  express  their  deep  and  solemn  conviction  of  this  truth; 
and  to  publish  it,  as  extensively  as  possible,  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind. And  seldom  has  any  act  of  a  public  body,  designed  to 
operate  by  moral  influence,  been  hailed  with  greater  gladness,  or 
promised  to  do  greater  good.  Passed  as  it  was,  after  long  and 
full  discussion,  in  a  Body  com])osed  of  men  of  all  professions  and 
employments,  and  of  all  Christian  denominations,  and  political 
parties,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  country;  and  in  accordance  with 
the  fundamental  truth  which  the  American  Temperance  Society 
and  various  other  Bodies  of  men,  had  been  propagating  for  years, 
its  influence  was  felt  throughout  the  land.  Numbers  who  had  not 
before  done  it,  were  now  led  to  examine  the  subject  in  the  light 
of  the  moral  law;  and  the  more  extensive  the  examination  the  more 
deep  and  general  has  been  the  conviction,  that  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  the  Convention  is  eternal  truth,  the  belief  of  which, 
is  of  infinite  importance;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  published  with  its 
evidence  and  proclaimed  throughout  the  world.  Had  the  Conven- 
tion done  nothing  else,  but,  after  examination,  express  their  con- 
viction on  this  point,  they  had  done  a  deed  which  would  have 
marked  them  as  benefactors  of  their  country,  and  been  remem- 
bered with  gratitude  by  the  friends  of  hunumity  to  the  end  of  time. 
The  immorality  of  this  traffic,  is  what  renders  it  certain,  that  it 
will  be  discontinued.  And  the  knowledge  of  its  immorality,  uni- 
versally communicated^  is  to  be  the  means,  under  providence, 
of  accomplishing  this  result.  And  no  one  thing  has  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  this,  tlum  the  publication  of  the  views  of  wise  and  good 
men. 

On  the  18th  of  September  a  State  Temperance  Convention 
was  held  at  Worcester  in  Massachusetts.  More  than  500  dele- 
^tes  were  present,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Commcmwealth. 
Distinguished  gentlemen  of  all  professions  were  members,  and  the 
Crovemor  of  tiie  Commonwealth  was  President  of  the  Convention. 
This  body  also,  after  careful  attention  to  this  subject,  expressed 
their  conviction  of  the  immorality  of  this  traffic,  and  that  they 
ought,  by  the  combined  power  of  opimon  and  eumide,  to  pro^ 
I* 
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mote  its  universal  abandonment.  Since  that  time  numerous  in* 
dividuals  in  the  Commonwealth  have  renounced  the  traffic;  licensee 
for  the  sale  of  spirit  have  been  refused  in  many  towns;  about 
10,000  persons  embodied  in  Ward  Temperance  Societies  in  Bos^ 
ton,  and  great  numbers  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

There  are  now  in  Boston,  5  Temperance  Hotels  and  20 
Temperance  Groceries.  In  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  number 
of  licenses  has  been  reduced  from  613  to  314.  In  Hampshire 
County,  the  number  of  grog-shops  has  been  reduced  from  83,  to 
B.  In  Plymouth  and  Bristol  Comities  and  in  numerous  towns  no 
licenses  are  given;  and  in  many  of  them  ardent  spirit  is  not  sold. 
In  some  of  those  towns  however,  men  who  love  the  poison,  have 

sent  for  it  to  Boston.    From  one  place  Esq. was  accustomed  to 

go  with  his  waggon,  and  the  drinkers  to  send  by  him,  each  one 
his  bottle.  On  his  return,  which  was  generally  found  convenient 
to  be  in  the  evening,  be  left  a  jug  at  this  place  and  a  jug  at  that. 

&c.     On  his  return  one  evening,  while  he  was  in  at  Mr. 's  and 

his  waggon  at  the  door,  some  one  took  charge  of  a  part  of  its 
contents.  When  Esq. — '^— came  out,  a  bottle  was  gone.  The 
next  morning  Capt. — --was  missing.  Inquiry  was  made,  but 
no  one  could  teU  what  had  become  of  him.  A  number  of  davi- 
after,  he  was  fotind  in  the  woods,  dead;  with  the  bottle  at  his  side 
about  half  emptied.  The  cases  are  numerous  among  the  drinkers 
of  tike  poison,  where  the  end  is  death*  And  the  conviction  is 
rapidly  extending  among  all  classes,  that  the  traffic  in  it,  to  be  used 
as  a  drink,  is  a  manifest  violation  of  the  great  principles  of  morality, 
and  utterly  forbidden  by  the  Word  of  God. 

On  the  IBtli  of  November  a  similar  Convention  was  held  at 
Utica  in  New  York;  and  on  the  3d  of  December  in  Middletown 
in  Connecticut.  Both  of  these  Conventions,  after  mature  deliber- 
ation, expressed  the  same  conviction  witli  the  others.  The 
Editor  oi  the  American  Quarterly  Observer,  remarks,  "  Of  the 
New  York  Convention,  General  Jacob  Morton,  a  venerable  revo- 
lutionary patriot  was  President.  The  nimiber  of  members  was 
about  250.  A  series  of  resolutions  was  passed,  the  most  impor- 
-  tant  of  which  was  the  one,  declaring  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  to 
be  £01  immorality.  Upon  this  resolution,  there  were  only  14  votes 
in  the  negative.  No  individual,  however,  dissented  from  the 
position,  that  the  traffic  is  immoral,  but  it  was  tliought  to  be  inex- 
pedient, by  a  few  persons,  to  decku^e  it  to  be  so.  At  the  Con- 
necticut Convention,  attended  by  130  delegates,  the  same  resolu- 
tion was  passed  unanimously.  AH  things  in  this  countiy  are  mani- 
festly tending  to  one  result;  tlie  classing  of  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
and  the  traffic  in  them,  as  a  violation  of  the  moral  law;  a  crime, 
equally  injurious  to  men  and  displeasing  to  God. 

On  the  18tb  of  December  a  State  Temperance  Goovestion 
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was  held  at  Columbus  in  Ohio.  The  Grovernor  of  the  state,  who 
is  President  of  the  State  Temperance  Society,  was  one  of  tlie 
Committee  who  invited  the  meeting,  and  was  President  of  the 
Convention.  This  Convention  also  expressed  their  conviction  of 
the  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  and  the  duty  of  its 
universal  abandonment.  A  Legislative  Temperance  Society  was 
formed,  shortly  after,  in  that  state;  and  measures  were  taken  by  the 
State  Society,  by  means  of  agents  and  the  press,  to  extend  infor- 
mation, and  form  Temperance  Societies  throughout  the  state. 

On  die  25tli  of  December  a  similar  Convention  was  held  at 
Jackson  in  Mississippi;  and  on  the  7di  of  January  at  Frankfoit  in 
Kentucky.  At  both  these  meetings  they  expressed  unanimously 
their  conviction  of  die  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit; 
and  in  Mississippi  they  recommended  that  in  die  fonnation  of  all 
new  Temperance  Societies,  they  should  agree  to  abstain  from  the 
drinking  not  only  of  ardent  spirit,  but  also  of  wine.  In  Kentucky 
a  Legislative  Temperance  Society  was  formed,  and  the  members 
agree  to  abstain  from  the  drinking  of  both  ardent  spirit  and  wine, 
and  also  from  the  traffic  in  them.  The  Governor  of  the  state 
was  appointed  the  President,  and  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who 
is  President  of  the  Senate,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents. 

Numerous  and  striking  details  were  given,  by  physicians,  of  the 
destructive  effi^ts  of  ardent  spirit,  durmg  the  prevalence  of  the 
Cholera  in  that  state.  In  some  way  an  impression  had  been 
made  upon  a  portion  of  the  people,  that  the  drmking  of  this  poison 
would  operate  as  a  preventive,  or  cure  of  this  disease.  Although 
in  direct  contradicUon  to  the  whole  history  of  the  Cholera  from  its 
commencement,  in  its  process  through  all  countries  up  to  that  time, 
yet  falling  in,  as  it  did,  with  the  natmid  current  of  human  deprav- 
ity, at  a  tune  when  men  were  ready  to  resort  to  almost  any  thmg, 
from  which  they  hoped  for  security,  or  relief,  it  had  seriously 
obstructed  the  progress  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  and  in 
the  judgment  of  the  physicians  had  occasioned  many  deaths.  A 
committee  of  distinguished  physicians  was  therefore  appointed  to 
investigate  this  subject,  and  publish  the  facts  for  the  information 
of  the  community.  And  it  is  hoped,  should  the  disease  return, 
that  its  fatal  effects  will  not  aeain  be  increased,  and  its  horrors 
augmented,  by  the  means  which  are  used  to  prevent  them.  The 
delusion  is  now  frst  vanislung,  and  several  thousands  were  added 
to  the  Temperance  Societies  the  last  year.  Nothing  appears  to  be 
^Wanting,  but  the  wise  and  efficient  ]id>ors  of  an  active  permanent 
agent,  to  render  the  csuse,  with  the  divine  blessmg,  triumphant 
throu^out  that  state.  This  is  needflil  in  every  state  of  the  Union. 
And  it  b  earnestly  recanuneBded  to  the  friends  of  Temperance  in 
tmch  state,  to  procure  such  an  agent,  and  provide  such  means  for  his 
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support  that  he  may  devote  his  whole  time  and  strength  to  this 
object.  Such  a  course  would  be  most  highly  economical,  both  as 
to  men  and  money.  One  thousand  dollars  expended  in  this  way^ 
annually,  in  each  state,  would  probably  be  the  means  of  saving  tc 
each,  a  millioix  dollars  a  year  ;  and  multitudes  of  other  blessings 
which  no  wealth  can  purchase,  the  loss  of  which  will  bring  many 
to  a  premature  grave  and  a  miserable  eternity. 

It  may  justly  be  doubted,  whether  the  same  means  can  in  any 
other  way  do  greater  good  to  mankind.  Not  only  would  the 
direct  influence  of  such  labors  be  highly  beneficial,  but  they  would 
tend  to  render  all  other  benevolent  efforts  much  more  successful. 
This  course  has  been  adopted  in  many  states,  and  nothing  would 
be  more  auspicious  to  human  welfare,  than  to  have  it  become 
universal. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  a  State  Temperance  Convention  was 
held  in  Vermont ;  on  the  5th  of  February  in  Maine,  and  on  the 
12th  in  New  Jersey  ;  and  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  a  Con- 
vention of  Cities  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Each  of 
these  Conventions,  like  the  others  above  mentioned,  was  numer- 
ously attended,  and  at  each,  the  resolution  was  passed,  that  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is  an  immorality;  and 
ought  to  be  universally  abandoned.  On  the  last  Tuesday  in  Feb- 
ruary, simultaneous  Temperance  Meetings  were  held  in  various 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  throught  this  and  other  countries.  In 
some  cases,  the  first  part  of  the  day  was  observed  as  a  season  of 
united  thaidcsgiving  for  the  success  of  this  cause,  and  of  united 
prayer  for  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  ever  to  attend  it.  In  the 
afternoon  reports  were  read,  and  addresses  were  delivered  on  the 
occasion.  Much  good  was  done,  and  a  new  impulse  civen  exten- 
sively to  the  cause.  This  manner  of  annually  spendmg  the  last 
Tuesday  in  February,  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  highly 
proper,  and  well  adapted  to  be  extensively  useful ;  and  they  would 
earnestly  recommend  that  it  be  universally  adopted,  in  many 
cases  it  will  be  a  convenient  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Legis- 
lative, or  State  Temperance  Societies  ;  and  in  all  cases,  meetings 
on  that  day,  will,  it  is  believed,  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  cause. 

On  that  day,  the  American  Congressional  Temperance  Society 
held  its  first  anniversary  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President,  Honorable  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of 
War,  on  account  of  ofilicial  duties,  the  chair  was  taken  by  the 
Hon.  William  Wilkins,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Stockton,  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  and 
Chaplain  of  Congress.  The  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  Secretary  of  the  Society,  read  the  Annual  Report, 
which  was  adopted. 


347]  SEVENTH  REPORT. — 1834.  9 

Resolutions  were  then  offered,  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler, Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  ;  the  Hon.  William 
Hendricks,  Senator  from  Indiana ;  the  Hon:.  William  L.  Pinck- 
ney,  Member  of  Congress  (torn  South  Carolina  ;  the  Hon.  George 
Grennell,  Member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts ;  the  Hon. 
Arnold  Naudain,  Senator  from  Delaware ;  the  Hon.  Daniel 
Wardwell,  Member  of  Congress  from  New  York  ;  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Bell,  Senator  from  New  Hainpshire ;  the  Hon.  Harmon 
Denny,  Member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania  ;  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  ;  the 
Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  Senator  from  Tennessee ;  the  Hon.  George 
N.  Briggs,  Member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts  ;  the  Hon. 
Theodore  Freelinghuysen,  Senator  from  New  Jersey ;  and  the 
Hon.  Elisha  Whitdesey,  Member  of  Congress  from  Ohio. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  Buder,  Hendricks,  Pinck- 
ney,  Wardwell,  Grundy,  and  Freelinghuysen.  Others  would 
have  spoken,  had  the  time  permitted.  Although  the  weather  was 
unpleasant,  the  spacious  Hall  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  was 
filled  ;  and  till  a  late  hour,  the  audience,  by  their  profound  atten- 
tion, manifested  the  deep  interest  which  they  took  in  the  subject.* 

The  resolutions  and  the  addresses  have  since  been  printed  in 
an  octavo  pamphlet  of  fortv  pages,  and  circulated  extensively 
through  the  country,  f  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  sent  with  a  copy 
of  the  Constitution,  to  every  person  living,  who  has  been  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  or  of  any  branch  of  the  National  Govem- 
lucut,  Hiid  diat  all  may  be  invited  to  join  the  Society.  Sbuuld  a 
similar  course  be  taken  by  each  Legislative  Temperance  Society, 
and  all  who  have  been  members  of  the  National  or  State  Govern- 
ments, and  who  have  retired  from  public  life,  enrol  their  names  as 
members  of  the  American  Congressional  Temperance  Society, 
or  some  State  LegislaUve  Temperance  Society,  they  might  become 
eminendy  benefactors  of  their  country  and  the  world.  A  list  of 
their  names,  increasing  annually  by  the  accession  of  all  new  tem- 
perate Legislators,  might  be  kept ;  to  be  a  bright  example  to  all 
the  youth  of  our  country,  and  a  powerful  means  of  leading  them 
onward  to  virtue,  usefulness  and  glory.  It  would  be  an  interest- 
ing item  in  the  future  page  of  our  country's  history  to  have  the 
names  of  her  renowned  sons,  who,  in  the  days  oi  her  danger, 
were  enrolled  in  the  bright  consteUation,  who  embodied  their  ex- 
ample and  influence  as  temperate  men,  for  the  intellectual  elevation, 
the  moral  puriQr,  the  social  happiness  and  the  eternal  good  of  their 
fellow  men.  The  influence  which  such  a  course  would  have  on 
the  purity  and  permanence  of  our  free  institutions  demands  the 
attention  of  every  true  patriot. 

*  Appendix  A.  f  Appendix  B. 
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A  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Legislative  Temperance 
Society  of  Kentucky  was  handed  to  one  of  her  legislators,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  sien  it.  He  looked  at  it,  and  said,  ^'  It  is  a 
good  thing.  We  have  a  Temperance  Society  in  my  district.  It  is 
composed  of  men  of  all  parties,  and  they  agree  not  to  vote  for 
any  man  of  any  party,  who,  at  elections,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, furnishes  ardent  spirit.  During  the  last  election  none  was 
furnished.  Had  that  course  been  adopted  five  years  ago,  it  would 
have  saved  me  a  thousand  doDars."  Should  it  be  universally 
adopted,  it  would  save  millions  from  being  devoted  to  that  most 
detestable  species  of  bribery.  It  would  save  also  many  electors 
and  not  a  few  legislators  from  the  drunkard's  grave.  Instances 
are  known,  in  which  thousands  of  doDars  have  been  expended  by 
an  individual  and  his  friends  at  a  single  election.  But  let  all  job 
the  Temperance  Society,  and  act  according  to  its  principles,  and 
this  abomination  will  cease.  The  first  glance  of  a  corrected  pub- 
lic sentiment  will  wither  and  consume  it.  Much  has  already  been 
done.  And  a  change  of  views,  especially  among  the  higher  and 
more  influential  classes,  as  to  the  duty  and  utility  of  joining  Tem- 
perance Societies,  is  rapidly  increasing. 

A  distinguished  gentleman  from  Washington  writes,  "  The  late 
anniversary  of  the  Congressional  Temperance  Society,  has  given 
a  fresh  and  powerful  impulse  to  the  cause  throughout  the  whole 
land.  Under  the  sanction  of  such  authority,  thousands  of  hearts 
sind  hands  will  rally  to  the  work,  that  otherwise  would  have  remain- 
ed unmoved.  Every  day  I  mark  in  the  various  classes  of  society, 
from  the  highest  departments  of  the  General  Government  to  the 
lowest  mechanic  and  laborer,  the  strong  irresistible  influence  of 
the  Temperance  Reformation.  Public  opinion  of  tlie  virtuous 
and  intelligent  every  where  frowns  on  the  traflic  and  manufacture, 
as  well  as  on  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  and  I  no  longer  doubt, 
that  this  land  is  destined,  under  the  influence  of  the  persevering 
efforts  of  the  friends  of  virtue,  to  be  freed  from  the  vice  of  intem- 
perance." 

A  Member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania  writes,  *'  I  had  the 
honor,  a  few  days  ago,  of  receiving  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society  ;  for  which,  please  to  receive,  and 
tender  to  your  Society,  my  warmest  thanks.  I  have  read  the  doc- 
ument with  much  interest  and  pleasure.  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
until  about  a  year  since  I  felt  rather  opposed  to  the  exertions  of 
the  Temperance  Associations.  I  considered  them  in  the  light  of 
a  chimerical  speculative  concern,  and  calculated  to  draw  improper 
lines  of  demarkation  in  society.  But  I  am  free  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  have  very  much  changed  my  opinion  concerning  them.  I 
am  now  satisfied  that  no  institution  is  calculated  to  do  as  much 
good  with  the  same  means  ;  and  that  if  evj&r  any  institution  could 
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be  said  to  have  its  origin  with  Him  who  is  the  great  source  of 
all  goodness,  it  is  that  one." 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  states,  tliat,  in  liis  opinion,  no  Socie- 
ties which  have  ever  been  formed,  have,  with  the  same  means,  in 
the  same  time,  done  so  much  for  die  good  of  mankind  ;  diat  all 
must  acknowledge,  that  they  have  produced  a  most  beneficial  and 
astonishing  change ;  and  that  if  the  friends  of  the  object  shall  per- 
severe, they  will  be  instrumental  in  banishing  intemperance  from 
our  land.  Nor  is  this  impression  confined  to  our  own  country.  A 
gentleman  from  England  writes,  "I  offer  to  your  country  my  sin- 
cere congratulations,  and  the  humble  testhiiony  of  iny  delighted 
admiration,  on  the  signal,  wonderful,  and  most  beatifying  success 
of  this  great  plan  of  national  reformation  ;  and  which  even  at  tliis 
present  time,  to  say  nothing  of  what  will  be  done  in  years  to  come, 
is  a  more  glorious  achievement  than  that  which  effected  your 
political  independence.  It  is,  at  once,  far  more  difficult  and  far 
more  honorable  for  a  people  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  their  vices 
than  that  of  their  oppressors  ;  and  there  seems  to  me  nothing 
impossible  in  the  career  of  either  moral  or  political  greatness,  to 
that  country,  which,  by  one  grand  co-operative  effort,  can,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  deliver  itself,  as  yours  is  now  douig,  from  ihe 
curse  of  intemperance. 

"  In  the  triumphs  of  your  Temperance  Societies,  I  see  that 
which  makes  me  ahnost  tremble  as  an  Englishman,  but  which  fills 
me  with  hope,  and  gladness,  and  praise,  as  a  man  and  a  Christian. 
You  are  reading  lessons  to  all  nations,  and  to  all  coming  ages  ;  and 
unless  other  nations  are  wise  enough  to  profit  by  the  instruction 
you  are  thus  fumishmg,  they  will,  in  the  end,  find  to  their  cost, 
that  you  are  among  them,  as  Samson  in  the  midst  of  his  foes ; 
while  should  your  people  ever  abandon  this  cause  and  return  to 
their  former  habits,  other  nations  will  look  after  you  as  Samson 
was  seen  by  his  foes,  when  he  wantonly  sacrificed  to  their  wily 
agent,  the  mysterious  lock  of  his  strength.  For  the  sake  of  the 
world,  my  dear  sir,  and  all  future  generations  of  mankind,  I 
beseech  you  to  go  on  in  this  splendid  course  of  national  virtue. 
I  have  patriotism  enough  to  wbh  this  laurel  had  been  plucked  by 
my  own  country  ;  but  since  this  is  not  granted  to  us^  I  rejoice 
dut  it  is  yours  :  it  is  a  precious  one ;  preserve  it  from  fading  by 
no  relaxation  of  zeal  in  the  cause,  and  deem  not  the  honor  com- 
plete, till  the  world  shall  talk  of  the  United  States,  as  a  knd  with- 
out a  still,  and  without  a  drinker  of  ardent  spirit. 

'^  If  you  ever  arrive  at  this  elevation  of  moral  greatness,  your 
example  must  and  wiU  be  fek  in  the  world.  Self-preservation,  if 
nothing  else^  w31  drive  other  nations  into  imitation  of  your  exam- 
ple. In  this,  as  in  other  iastances,  you  are  raised  up  qr  the  Ruler 
of  the  Universe,  to  be  a  model  to  die  dviliied  abd  uncivilized 
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world.  Experiments  arc  carried  on  at  this  moment,  upon  your 
territory,  the  results  of  which  are  to  be  felt  to  the  end  of  time.  If  I 
could  think  it  right  to  envy  any  one,  I  should  envy  you  Americans, 
in  reference  to  several  things  which  are  connected  with  your  inter- 
nal history.  You  are  to  prove  whether  religion  can  exist  and 
extend  without  the  aid  of  establishments.  You  are  to  prove  whether 
the  church  of  Christ  has  piety  and  liberality  enough  to  propagate 
itself  in  a  field  where  it  has  nothing  to  hinder  its  spread  but 
the  lukewarmness  of  its  members,  and  the  ordinary  depravity 
of  the  human  race.  I  trust  you  will  not  disappoint  the  expecta** 
tions  which  are  pendent  upon  your  conduct.  Prcperty,  talent, 
influence,  energy,  time,  must  all  be  put  in  requisition  for  the  work 
to  which  you  are  called.  The  Temperance  Cause  must  be  the 
pioneer  of  the  whole  confederacy  :  it  will  help  your  other  institu- 
tions, and  that  in  innumerable  ways.  The  American  who  does 
not  become  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  blind  to  one  of  the 
brightest  glories,  and  insensible  to  one  of  the  most  precious  hopes 
of  his  country." 

On  the  4th  of  March  a  State  Temperance  Convention  was 
held  at  Harrisburg,  in  Pennsylvania.  Here  also  a  deep  con- 
viction of  the  immorality  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  was  express* 
ed  by  many  ;  and  the  subject  was  earnestly  conmiended  to  the 
consideration  of  all  the  Temperance  Societies  in  the  State.  A 
Legislative  Temperance  Society  was  also  formed,  and  measures 
taken  to  quicken  and  extend  Temperance  operations  throughout 
that  important  part  of  our  country. 

A  Convention  has  also  been  held,  and  a  State  Temperance 
Society  formed  in  Missouri.  And  should  Temperance  and  its 
kindred  virtues  universally  prevail,  blessings  mighty  as  her  rivers 
and  exhaustless  as  her  soil,  would  break  forth  upon  her  people, 
and  flow  down  in  ever-growing  richness  and  variety  to  all  future 

?;es.  Alabama  and  Louisiana  are  now  the  only  States  in  which  State 
emperance  Societies  have  not  been  formed  ;  and  philanthropic 
men  are  making  efiforts  to  procure  the  formation  of  one  in  each 
of  those  States. 

In  May,  a  State  Temperance  Convention  was  held  at  Dover, 
in  Delaware.  Here,  also,  as  in  other  similar  bodies,  a  resolu* 
tion  was  passed,  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Convention,  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  is  an  immorality,  and  ou|^  to  be  univer- 
sally abandoned.  Thus  has  this  sentiment  been  expressed  bv 
homes  embracing  more  than  five  thousand  ministers  (xTthe  gospel, 
and  six  thousand  Christian  churches  ;  by  the  American  Congres- 
sional Temperance  Meetine,  by  the  United  States  Temperance 
Convention,  by  ten  State  Temperance  Conventions,  and  numer' 
oos  odier  bodBes  and  classes  of  men,  in  varioos  wtfi  aid  pboes, 
throu^mit  die  land. 
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And  when  we  consider  that  these  bodies  were  composed  of 
men  of  all  professions  and  employments,  of  all  Christian  denom* 
inations,  and  political  parties  ;  many  of  them,  venerable  for  age, 
for  wisdom  and  experience,  as  well  as  for  humane  and  benevolent 
efforts  ;  and  who  nad  held,  or  were  then  holding,  some  of  the 
liighest  and  most  responsible  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people  ;  and 
that  after  full  deliberation  the  sentiment  was  expressed  with  great 
unanimity,  and  in  many  cases  without  a  dissenting  voice  ;  that  the 
publication  of  it  lias  been  hailed  with  gladness,  been  echoed 
extensively  through  the  press,  and  met  the  cordial  response  of  the 
friends  of  humanity,  we  cannot  but  conclude  that  the  public  mind 
will  settle  down  upon  the  truth,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be 
used  as  a  drink,  is  immoral ;  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God,  and 
as  such  ought  to  be,  and,  so  far  as  men  obey  Him,  will  be  univer- 
sally abandoned. 

This,  the  Committee  view  with  unspeakable  interest.  It  is  a 
sure  pledge  of  certain  and  universal  triumph.  The  truth  that  the 
traffic  is  wicked,  strikes  the  evil  at  the  root;  and  with  a  blow  so 
strong  and  deep,  that  it  will  inevitably  destroy  it.  The  reception 
of  this  truth,  and  its  publication  by  the  wise  and  good,  with  cor- 
responding action,  is  the  sure  harbinger  of  Him,  who  is  Lord  over 
all,  and  who  is  coming  to  consume  this  evil  with  the  breath  of  his 
mouth,  and  to  destroy  it  with  the  brightness  of  his  appearing. 
And  while  the  Committee  look  to  the  prevalence  of  this  truth,  as 
the  sure  means  of  exterminating  this  abomination,  they  also  look 
to  it  as  the  only  effectual  means. 

Some  think  that  it  can  be  removed  by  representing  it  as  inexpe- 
dient, or  unprofitable  merely  ;  or  unfashionable  and  disreputable; 
and  confining  the  motives  for  its  removal  to  things  of  time  only, 
without  representing  it,  as  they  acknowledge  it  is  in  truth,  an 
immorality,  a  violation  of  the  moral  law,  and  binding  the  perpe- 
trators of  it,  according  to  their  deeds,  to  the  retribution  of  eter- 
nity. But  Leviathan  is  not  so  tamed.  Such  arrows  he  esteemedi 
as  stubble,  and  laugheth  at  the  shaking  of  such  spears.  That  it  is 
inexpedient  and  unprofitable  ;  that  it  is  fast  becoming  unfiishion- 
able,  and  is  now  to  a  high  degree  disgraceful,  as  well  as  injurious 
and  highly  unjust  towards  the  conmiunity,  are  all  truths,  truths  of 
importance,  which  may  be,  and  ought  to  be  used,  and  to  be  pressed 
on  the  public  attention. 

Yet  if  the  traflic  is  not  also  wicked,  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
God,  and  by  him  forbidden,  if  the  firiend^  of  temperance  do  not 
believe  this  truth  and  publish  it  with  its  evidence  Uf  all  people, 
vain  are  all  expectations  that  it  will  <sver  be  exterminated.  There 
is  no  force  but  that  which  from  the  throne  of  God  fastens  on  the 
conscience,  and  binds  roan  according  to  deeds,  irrevocably  to  an 
eternal  retribution,  that  i?  strong  enough  to  say  to  Urn  ocean  of 
2 


14  AMERICAN   TEMPCRANCfi    SOCIETY.  [352 

deatli)  '^  Hitherto  shall  thou  come  but  no  farther ;  and  here  let 
thy  violence  be  stayed/'  And  while  this  sentiment  ought  to  be 
expressed,  as  it  ouglit  ever  to  he  held,  mtk  great  kindnesMj  so  it 
ought  to  be  expressed,  with  great  plainness ;  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  is  best  adapted  to  produce  universally,  the  deepest  con- 
viction, and  the  most  active  and  persevering  efforts. 

And  while  the  Committee  behold  this  truth  rising  and  extending 
its  influence,  inspiring  so  many  hearts,  employing  so  many  tongues, 
and  through  the  medium  of  the  press  going  onward,  as  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind,  from  conquering  to  conquer,  they  cannot  but  feel 
under  new  obligations  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  and  be  inspired 
with  new  hope,  that  the  world's  emancipation  from  this  foulest  of 
curses  is  approaching. 

More  than  7000  Temperance  Societies  have  already  been 
formed  in  the  United  States,  embracing,  it  is  supposed,  more 
tliaii  1,250,000  members.  These  persons,  who  are  of  all  ages 
from  12  to  90  years,  of  all  varieties  of  condition,  profession,  and 
employment,  know  by  experience  that  ardent  spirit  is  needless; 
and  multitudes  of  them  know  that  it  is  hurtful,  and  that  men  are  in 
all  respects  better  without  it.  Of  course  it  is  wicked  to  drink  it, 
or  to  tumish  it  to  be  drunk  by  others.  And  the  conviction  of  tbb 
truth  is  rapidly  extending  among  all  classes  of  people.  More 
than  3000  distilleries  have  been  stopped  ;  and  more  than  7000 
merchants  have  ceased  to  sell  the  poison.  Yet  there  are  some, 
who  wish  the  use  of  it  to  be  continued,  and  who  strive  to  believe 
according  to  their  wishes,  who  assert  that  such  statements  as  the 
above  are  not  true  ;  and  that  there  is  as  much  spirit  drunk  now  as 

ever.     Mr.  C ,  a  large  brandy  merchant  in  New  York,  lately 

met  an  active  friend  of  Temperance,  and  said  to  him,  "  Why  are 
you  publishing  such  accounts  about  people  giving  up  the  use  of 
spirit  ?  there  is  no  truth  in  them  ;  there  is  as  much  dnmk  now  as 
there  ever  was."  ''I  have  got,"  said  Mr.  C ,  '«a  com- 
plete answer  to  tliat,  and  one  that  will  convince  you,  that  what  you 

have  said  is  not  true.     You  know,  Mr.  F "  (a  man  famous  for 

the  accumulation  of  property,)  "  do  n't  you  .^"    "  Yes. "  "  Well,  I 
met  him  yesterday  on  this  very  spot,  and  he  said  to  me,  Mr.  C- 
What 
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forty  thousand  doEars  worth  of  copper  for  stills  to  the  people  of 
Connecticut  in  a  year ;    and  now  I  don  't   sell  five  hundred. 

You  are  ruining  me."    And  that  Mr. is  the  answer  to  what 

you  have  said, ' '  A  diminufton  of  thirty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  copper  for  stifis,  in  a  single  state,  in  a  year,  does 
not  look  much  like  there  being  tn  much  ardent  spirit  made  as 
ever.    And  if  it  is  not  made  in  as  gr«at  quantitiesy  it  is  not  drunk. 
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*'  I  met  a  number  of  stills,"  said  Mr. ,  of  Connecticut, 

'^  on  their  way  to  the  brass-foundery,  to  be  melted  down  for 
andirons,  &c."  Thus  implements  of  death  are  converted  into 
implements  of  utility. 

More  than  1000  vessels  are  now  afloat  on  the  ocean  in  which 
ardent  spirit  is  not  used.  And  though  they  visit  every  clime  and 
at  all  seasons,  and  many  of  them  actually  go  round  the  globe,  the 
men  who  navigate  them  are  in  all  respects  better  than  when  they 
used  it.  So  manifest  and  great  has  been  the  increase  of  safety  to 
property  and  life,  that  an  Insurance  Company  in  Boston  has 
agreed  to  return  five  per  cent,  on  the  premium  of  every  vessel 
which  has  been  navigated  without  the  use  of  spirit.  This  is  done 
for  the  purpose  of  pecuniary  gain.  And  facts  abundantly  prove 
that  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  premium  on  vessels  in  which 
none  of  the  men  use  intoxicating  drink,  would  be  much  more 
profitable  Xo  the  underwriters  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  ves- 
sels in  which  they  use  it. 

A  gendeman  in  one  of  our  seaports  who  has  had  great  oppor« 
tunities  for  observation,  and  has  paid  special  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, writes,-*-"  I  am  happy  to  see  a  movement  in  the  Insurance 
Offices  in  your  city.  Let  them  generally  oflTer  a  premium  for 
temperance  ships,  and  it  wiU  be  of  immense  pecuniary  advantage 
to  all  concerned.  I  have  been  a  Notary  Pubhc,  and  the  only  one 
in  this  port,  for  fourteen  vears,  and  have  liad  to  extend  Protests 
for  many  wreched  vessels,  and  can  with  truth  say,  that  in  more 
than  a  moiety  of  the  cases,  the  disaster  would  not  have  happened 
if  no  rum  had  been  on  board. 

*'  Insurers  can  afford  to  return  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  pre- 
mium, if  the  vessel  insured  could  be  navigated  without  ardent 
spirits.  The  restriction,  to  be  efifectual,  should  obtain  in  port  as 
well  as  at  sea ;  for  many  of  the  disasters  which  have  happened 
immediately  after  leaving  port,  were  caused  by  the  liauor  drank 
on  shore,  and  before  it  had  lost  its  influence.  You  will  recollect 
the  case  of  Captain  Lawrence,  during  the  last  war.  Our  country's 
escutcheon  would  not  have  been  stained  by  that  defeat,  if  ardent 
spirit  liad  not  assisted  the  Lion  and  the  Unicom. 

"  They  ought  in  the  commencement  to  say  to  the  owners  of 
the  vessels — we  shall  discount  from  the  premium  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  amount,  if  your  application  shall  contain  a  stipulation 
that  no  ardent  spirit  shall  be  drunk  by  the  master  and  men,  either 
in  or  out  of  port. 

"  A  vessel  left  this  port  during  the  last  month  (February),  and 
was  lost  a  few  hours  after  she  sailed.  She  had  four  experienced 
seamen  on  board,  and  three  of  them  were  good  pilots.  Every 
man  was  a  confirmed  drunkard,  and  the  vessel  was  lost  wholly  in 
consequence  of  nun !" 
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The  use  of  spirituous  liquor  by  officers  and  men  has  long  been 
among  the  chief  causes  of  shipwreck.  Should  Insurance  Offices 
generally  discriminate  between  temperance  ships  and  others,  it 
would  be  a  source  of  great  pecuniary  profit ;  and  should  owners 
of  vessels  employ  none  who  use  the  poison,  to  navigate  tliem, 
they  would  save,  annually,  an  immense  amount  of  property,  and 
multitudes  of  valuable  lives.  This  subject  is  exciting  increased 
attention  not  only  in  this  countiy,  but  in  Europe. 

Baling,  Brothers,  &.  Co.  of  London,  wrote  to  their  agent  in 
Amsterdam,  to  know  why  he  had  not  obtained  freights.  His 
reply  was,  that  there  were  American  vessels,  comraanded  by 
Temperance  Captains,  taking  freigl)t ;  and  while  they  remain,  none 
offer  to  other  ships. 

"  A  meeting  was  lately  requested  by  the  British  Consul  at  his 
office,  of  the  owners  and  agents  of  vessels  chiefly  engaged  in  the 
transport  of  steerage  passengers  from  Liverpool  and  Belfast,  in  order 
to  consider  the  most  efficacious  means  of  lessening  the  evils  aod 
disasters  which  have  increased  so  alarmingly  of  late  to  passenger 
vessels — four  ships  having  been  wrecked  on  the  Jersey  coast  near 
the  city  during  the  present  year,  while  the  loss  of  vessels  bound  io 
Quebec,  and  of  lives,  has  been  truly  appalling.  In  one  sentiment 
all  concurred,  viz.  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  was  the  chief 
cause  of  many  evils  connected  with  the  passenger  trade,  and  that 
the  total  prohibition  of  spirits  on  board  such  vessels,  would,  more 
than  any  other  measure,  secure  safety  and  comfort — ^to  which 
might  be  added,  a  quick  passage. 

The  Consul  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  for  their 
attendance  and  ready  disposition  to  come  into  the  measure  of 
alone  employing  vessels  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  on  board 
of  which  no  spirittu)us  liquors  shall  be  permitted  to  be  usedj  and 
assured  them  that  he  would  by  the  next  packet  make  a  representa- 
tionto  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  takes 
so  lively  an  interest  in  affording  protection  and  comfort  to  Emi- 
grants proceeding  to  the  Canadas,  so  that  tlie  government  i^nts 
appointed  at  the  several  ports  of  embarcation  might  co-opeiate,  in 
order  to  encourage  those  vessels  which  come  into  the  salutan' 
regulation.*'— (vY.  K  Obs.) 

The  same  principle  applies  to  stage-coaches,  steamboats,  rail- 
cars,  and  all  means  of  public  conveyance.  The  men  who  drink 
spirit,  and  act  under  its  mfluence,  can  never  safely  be  trusted  with 
the  property  and  lives  of  men.  And  as  the  public  sensibiEty  has 
of  late  been  so  often  and  so  grossly  outraged  as  to  call  loudty  for 
legislative  inteference,  it  is  hoped,  that  those  who  may  be 
called  officially  to  consider  this  subject,  will  not  overlook  these 
facts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester   Railroad  have 
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voted  not  to  employ  any  man  who  even  uses  ardent  spirit.  A 
number  of  stage  proprietors  have  done  the  same.  The  stock- 
holders of  the  Connecticut  river  and  the  Hartford  steamboat  com- 
panies, have  requested  the  directors  not  to  allow  any  ardent  spirit 
to  be  kept  for  sale  or  use  on  board  their  boats.  And  in  many  steam- 
boats in  various  parts  of  the  country  it  is  not  furnished.  And  it  is 
hoped  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  no  man  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  drunkard's  poison,  will  be  thought  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  any  place  of  responsibility  in  the  country. 

More  than  10,000  drunkards  have,  within  five  years,  ceased  to 
use  any  intoxicating  drink.  And  when  sober  men  all  set  the 
example,  and  treat  drunkards  kindly,  it  has  been  found  compara- 
tively easy  to  induce  them  to  follow  it.  More  than  thirty  such 
cases  have  occurred  in  a  population  of  less  than  3000  souls.* 
Let  there  be  the  same  number  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  it  would  make  more  than 
130,000.  The  salvation  of  drunkards  from  this  feU  destroyer,  is 
evidently  in  the  hands  of  sober  men.  And  if  they  will  take  the 
course  pursued  by  those  who  have  already  been  so  successful,  in 
less  than  five  years,  they  will  achieve  a  victory  such  as  crep*^n 
never  saw  :  save  130,000  drunkards  from  this  double  H^tfi,  and 
preserve  from  falling  into  it  130,000  more.  Let  J^™  cease  to 
sell  the  poison,  cease  to  use  it,  and  go,  with  1*^^^  '^  ^^}^  hearts, 
and  kindness  on  tlieir  tongues,  to  those  w<^  ^^e  now  twice  dead, 
and  well  nigh  buried,  and  it  will  caus^  ^^^  ^^  live.  Their  life 
or  death  is  in  the  hands  of  sober  «*^n.  The  idea  that  the  kind 
bounties  of  Providence  can  ^  converted  mto  the  drunkard's 
poison,  drunkard-making  bo  *^arried  on,  and  drunkenness  perpet- 
uated, by  drunkards  onV>  ^^  absurd.  It  never  has  been,  imd  it 
never  will  be  done.  I'hey  have  not  the  intelligence,  the  pecuniary 
ability,  the  foresi^^>  ^^  method,  the  diligence,  and  persevering 
activity  in  wi^^dness,  which  the  prosecution  of  such  ^  vile 
business  r<M^u^es.  Should  they  attempt  it,  they  would  find  them- 
selves prostrated  ;  and  should  tiiey  continue  it,  it  would  kill  them. 
It  actually  kills  a  great  portion  even  of  those,  who,  when  they 
enter  it,  are  sober  ;  and  it  destr^s  more  than  twice  as  many,  in 
proportion,  of  theur  children.  What  then  could  drunkards  do  with 
It  alone  ?  Should  all  the  drunkards  in  the  world  combine  to  carry 
it  on,  it  would  only  destroy  them  so  much  the  quicker ;  and 
should  no  sober  man  touch  it,  they  could  have  no  successors,  and 
the  whole  mischief  would  cease.  But  they  wiU  not  attempt  to 
prosecute  it.  It  is  a  business  too  mean,  and  too  degrading,  even 
for  drunkards  to  prosecute  alone.  Let  all  sober  men  abandon  it, 
and  most  of  the  drunkards  will  abandon  it,  and  those  who  will  not, 
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must  soon  die,  and  the  last  remnant  of  drunkeiHiess  wiD  die  with 
them.  It  is  thus  capable  of  perfect  demonstration,  that  drunkenness 
can  be  perpetuatea  only  by  sober  men.  The  Committee  would, 
therefore,  put  it  to  the  conscience  of  every  sober  man.  Can  you, 
without  guik,  enormous  guilt,  aid  in  perpetuating  that  current 
which  is  bearing  on  its  bosom  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  United 
States,  toward  interminable  wo  ?  and  which  is  enticing,  in  even 
generation,  from  the  peaceful  shores  of  sobriety  and  comfort,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  more,  to  be  borne  onward  upon  the  same  fierj 
stream,  towards  the  same  eternal  doom  ?  No,  you  cannot  do  it, 
without  tremendous  guilt.  And  if  you  continue  to  be  knowingly 
accessory  to  the  drunkard's  rice  and  ruin,  you  must  expect,  in 
rigliteous  retribution,  to  be  partakers  of  the  drunkard's  woes.  And 
you  will  expose  your  children,  to  have  your  iniquities  visited  on 
them,  from  generation  to  generation. 

A  rum-seller  in  Massachusetts  was  visited  by  the  wife  of  one  of 
his  customers,  who  besought  him  not  to  sell  the  poison  to  her 
husband.  It  made  him  so  cruel  to  her  and  her  children,  that  she 
could  not  endure  it.  But  he  let  her  know  that  if  her  husband 
^ywited  rum,  he  should  have  it.  She  went  away  to  mourn  in 
silence, qqJ  to  try  to  guard  her  children  against  the  direful  influence 
of  him,  whu,jpr  money,  was  killing  their  father.  He  continued 
to  sell.  His  cu^pnjers,  from  time  to  time,  became  drunkards. 
Their  estates  fell  into  yg  hands.  He  became  a  rich  man.  At 
length  he  died  ;  and  wem^^  poor  to  judgment,  as  if  he  had  gamed 
nothing  by  destroying  his  neWors.  His  sons  inherited  his  es- 
tate. They  moved  into  the  We^.e^l  countr>-.  The  eldest  open- 
ed a  store,  and  prosecuted  the  busint^g  of  his  father.  He  soon, 
like  his  father's  customers,  became  a  dh^nkard,  and  sunk  into  an 
ignominious  grave.  His  brother  took  his  rjJace,  and  prosecuted 
lus  business.  He  too  became  a  drunkard,  ai/j  ^^  shortly  with 
his  brother,  in  the  drunkaid's  grave.  The  third  «)(]  only  remain- 
ing son  took  the  property  and  prosecuted  the  bu^^ness.  And 
when  our  Secretary,  the  last  winter,  passed  that  wi^r,  v*»  was  a 
drunkard,  staggering  about  the  streets.  And  as  the  fathei  wit- 
nesses his  iniquities  visited  upon  his  children,  and  beholds  then 
coming  in  such  a  rapid  succession  to  mingle  with  those,  whom  his, 
and  their  business  have  ruined,  in  the  place  prepared  for  them, 
does  he  not  feel,  tliat  should  the  way  of  destroying  others,  appear 
even  right  unto  a  man,  the  end  thereof  is  the  way  of  death.  "  It 
is  found, '^  says  Jud^e  Piatt,  "that  of  the  tavern  keepers  arof 
retailers  of  ardent  spirit  in  the  State  of  New  York  during  the  last 
forty  years,  more  than  two-thirds  have  become  drunkards,  and 
reduced  their  families  to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  Let  us  re- 
double our  efforts,  by  kind  entreaty  and  friendly  admonition,  to 
save  them  from  their  own  worst  enemies,  themsthu.**     Aod  can 
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a  business  which  destroys,  and  there  is  reason  to  fear  for  both 
worlds,  so  many  of  those  who  prosecute  it,  and  often  reduces 
their  families  to  wretchedness,  and  makes  drunkards  of  their  chil- 
dren, be  continued,  without  tremendous  guilt  ?  And  when  we 
look  at  the  multitudes  of  others  who  are  ruined  by  it,  and  witness 
its  tendency  for  ever  to  ruin  all  who  come  under  its  influence,  and 
to  perpetuate  its  destructive  effects,  to  all  future  generations,  the 
guilt  of  it  rises  to  an  overwhelming  magnitude. 

And  this  guilt  with  its  odium,  the  public  sentiment,  under  the 
guidance  of  truth,  is  fastening  more  and  more  where  it  belongs, 
on  the  men  who  continue  to  prosecute  the  business  which  pei'pei- 
iiates  the  evil.  This  is  evident  from  the  voice  of  the  press,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  tliat  voice  is  responded  to,  by  the  com- 
munity. 

Says  the  able  and  eloquent  author  of  Temperance  Tales, 
160,000  copies  of  whose  writings  Imve,  within  a  few  months,  been 
tailed  for  by  the  public,  and  who  by  his  efforts  on  this  subject  is 
becoming  a  benefector  of  his  race,  "  The  respectability  of  those, 
who  denoimce  the  traflic,  as  immoral,  entitles  tlieir  opinions, 
publicly  and  formaUy  delivered  before  the  world,  to  the  most  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  whole  human  family.  The  purity  of  their 
motives  is  beyond  suspicion.  The  universality  of  their  character 
is  obvious  :  they  come  from  all  quarters  of  the  world,  and  lay 
aside,  as  they  approach  this  great  common  field  of  philanthropy, 
the  discriminating  badges  of  their  various  professions,  and  political 
opinions,  and  religious  creeds.  However  unable  to  agree,  upon 
other  matters,  they  heartily  concur  in  the  opinion,  and  they  solenm- 
ly  pronounce  that  opinion,  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 

DRINK  AND  the  TRAFFIC  THEREIN  ARE  MORALLY  WRONG,  AND 
OUGHT  TO  BE  ABANDONED  THROUGH  THE  WORLD.  This  Opin- 
ion has  been  repeated  again  and  again  ;  by  the  Congressional  Con- 
vention ;— by  tne  great  Convention,  at  Philadelphia,  from  all  the 
States  ; — by  the  highly  respectable  Convention  at  Worcester  ; — 
by  the  New  York  State  Convention,  at  Utica  ; — and  more  recently, 
by  the  Convention  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and  since,  by  all 
ihe  other  Conventions,  aforementioned.  Many  of  the  most  eminent 
men,  of  this  and  other  countries,  have  been  forward  to  promulgate 
und  sustain  this  formal  declaration.  The  reasons,  on  which  it 
rests,  have  been  scattered  abroad  upon  the  earth,  like  the  leaves 
of  the  trees.  They  have  fallen  upon  every  dwellmg,  like  the 
drops  of  rain.  Journals,  magazines,  circulars,  reports,  tracts, 
talcs,  full  of  information  and  mteresting  narrative,  have  been  dis- 
tributed with  an  unsparing  hand. 

'^  What  then)  in  the  shape  of  an  argument,  do  the  venders  of 
spirituous  liquors  propose,  injustification  of  their  continued  traf- 
lic ? — Absolute^  nothing.— Ix)r  a  time,  it  was  undoubtedly  be- 
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lieved  by  many,  that  the  temperance  reform  would  pass  away,  like 
a  vapor.  Under  this  belief;  the  voice  of  worldly  wisdom  wins- 
pered  to  the  venders,  that  their  strength  lay  in  silence  and  j>erfect 
inaction.  The  continual  accession  of  strength,  to  the  side  of 
Temperance,  and  the  daOy  diminishbg  demand  for  the  drunkard's 
beverage,  began,  at  last,  to  impair  that  belief. — Indications  of 
restlessness  were  occasionally  exhibited.  ^  j9t  a  large  and  re- 
speetabk  meeHng  of  the  grocers  in  the  city  of  Boston^  it  was 
unanimously  resobed^  that  they  looked^  toith  deep  regret j  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  self-styled  friends  of  temperance.^  Nothing 
could  be  more  natural,  than  that  a  body  of  men,  who  sold  ardent 
spirit,  should  look  with  regret  upon  the  efforts  of  those,  who  were 
combining  to  persuade  the  world  not  to  drink  it  any  more.  But 
the  friends  of  temperance  were  not  likely  to  be  diverted  from  a 
course,  upon  which  the  Father  of  Mercy  might  be  supposed  to 
vouchsafe  a  smile  of  approbation,  because  the  venders  of  strong; 
drink  looked  upon  that  very  course,  through  the  dust  of  selN 
interest,  with  *  deep  regret.^  " 

Says  the  same  writer  in  another  place,  ^'  What  is  the  drunk- 
ard's death  ?  Is  it  a  natural,  or  an  accidental  death  }  It  is  obvi- 
ously not  a  natural  death.  The  drunkard  dies,  and  upon  a  careful 
examination  after  death,  the  skilful  physician,  the  highest  authority 
on  such  a  point  in  a  court  of  law,  declares  without  hesitation  that 
his  death  was  occasioned  bv  spirimous  liquor.  Can  such  a  death 
be  denominated  accidental  ?  The  acts  of  me  dram-seOer  who  sdls, 
and  of  the  drunkard  who  drinks  the  alcohol,  are  voluntary  acts  ;  and 
the  proof,  clear  and  mcontestable,  that  life  is  shortened  and  death 
produced  by  the  use  of  it,  are  as  universaUy  known  and  appreciat- 
ed, as  that  death  is  produced  by  arsenic.  Here,  then,  is  the  will 
and  the  knowledge  ;  the  will  to  do  the  act,  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  its  probable  effects.  Such  can  neither  be  an  accidental  deam, 
nor  a  natural  death.  Can  it  be  possible  that  when  a  drunkard  dies 
of  hard  drinking,  somebody  is  guilty  of  murder  i — If  a  man,  says 
Hawkins,  in  his  pleas  of  the  Crown,  does  an  act  of  which  the 
probable  consequence  may  be,  and  eventually  is,  death,  such 
killing  may  be  murder,  though  no  murder  be  primarily  intended. 
And  when  the  dram-seller  does  such  an  act,  of  which  the  proba- 
ble consequence  may  be,  and  eventually  is,  death',  such  killing  may 
be  murder,  though  no  murder  may  be  primarily  intended."  But 
though  we  do  not  call  such  killing  murder,  and  though  it  be  not 
prosecuted  as  such  m  human  courts,  when  we  consider  the  numer- 
ous murders  and  other  deaths  to  which  the  traffic  in  spirit  leads,  it 
is  perfectly  evident  that  the  gams  of  that  traffic  are  the  price  of 
blood;  and  as  such,  wiU  be  viewed  and  treated  at  the  judgment  day. 

Says  the  editor  of  the  Religious  Magazine, 

^'  All  the  useful  and  honest  employments  of  life  produce  value. 
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They  produce  it,  either  by  bringing  a  useful  article  from  the 
ground,  or  by  changing  the  form  of  the  raw  raaterial  to  a  more 
useful,  or,  in  other  words,  a  more  valuable  one,  in  a  manufactory, 
or  by  adding  to  its  value  by  change  of  place,  in  commerce.  In 
all  cases  the  individual  creates  value,  either  by  producing  the  arti- 
cle in  which  he  deals,  or  by  altering  its  form  or  its  place.  Now  a 
})ortion  only  of  this  value,  comes  to  him;  the  other  portion  goes 
10  others,  whom  he  supplies,  as  an  inducement  for  them  to  deal 
with  him.  So  that  for  all  the  value  be  produces  for  liimself,  he 
must,  on  the  average,  produce  an  equal  amount  for  others. 

For  example,  a  carpenter  builds  a  store  in  a  country  village, 
and  receives  for  it  a  tliousand  dollars;  and  of  this  we  will  suppose 
that  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is  liis  clear  gain.  Now  the 
transaction  is  not  a  profitable  one  to  him  alone.  The  trader,  who 
contracts  with  him,  finds  the  contract  of  pecuniary  advantage  to 
himself,  or  he  would  not  make  it.  By  putting  a  portion  of  his 
property — the  thousand  dollars — into  the  form  of  a  store,  he  has 
added  to  its  value  to  him,  or  he  would  not  have  incurred  the  risk 
and  responsibility  of  doing  it.  And  probably  it  was  as  much  for 
his  advantage  to  employ  the  carpenter,  as  it  was  for  the  carpenter 
to  be  employed. 

We  say  probably  as  much,  because  sometimes  in  transactions 
of  this  nature,  the  advantage  may  lie  mainly  on  one  side;  but  gene- 
rally in  bargains  among  men,  the  advantage  will  be  mutual  and 
equal,  and  the  man  who  makes  ten  dollars  for  himself  in  any  hon- 
est and  useful  calling,  enables  the  man  he  deals  with  to  make  ten 
dollars  too. 

There  is  another  view  we  may  take  of  making  money  in  fair  and 
honorable  ways.  Suppose  a  physician  goes  to  reside  in  a  town, 
and  in  the  course  of  thirty  years  he  lays  by,  in  the  honest  practice 
of  his  profession,  ten  thousand  dollars.  This  money  may,  strictly 
speaking,  be  considered  a  certificate  from  the  community  of  the 
amount  of  good  he  has  done  to  others  during  his  residence  there. 
In  fact,  we  mav  imagine  that  upon  one  coin  is  inscribed,  '  This 
certifies  that  the  bearer  saved  a  child  from  death  in  a  fever;'  on 
another,  '  This  piece  of  money  is  a  token  of  the  relief  and  com- 
fort which  medical  skill  procured  for  an  aged  man  in  his  last  days,' 
&c.  For  it  is  ver}'  evident  that  if  the  physician  understood 
his  profession,  and  was  faithful  m  the  practice  of  it,  for  every  fee 
he  must  have  rendered  an  equivalent  of  useful  service  to  a  family, 
either  in  saving  life,  or  assuaging  and  mitigating  sufiiering.  The 
greater  the  amount,  then,  of  property  he  has  accumulated  by  fair 
and  honorable  means,  the  greater  is  the  evidence  of  the  good  he 
has  done. 

There  is  a  very  common  but  most  groundless  impression,  that 
when  a  man  makes  his  fortune  among  a  people,  be  gets  the  money 
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out  oftheniy  as  the  phrase  is;  whereas,  it  is,  as  we  have  shown, 
in  all  fair  and  honest  business,  just  the  reverse;  he  does  just  as 
much  good  to  the  community  as  he  does  to  himself.  The  whole- 
sale dealer,  who  clears  ten  tnousand  dollars  a  year  by  importation, 
enables  a  hundred  retailers  to  clear,  in  all,  an  equal  sum,  bjr  retail- 
ing his  cai^oes;  and  the  retailers,  in  turn,  by  exchangmg  the 
foreign  commodiity  for  tlie  farmer's  products,  enable  the  thousand 
farmers  to  clear  a  like  sum,  though  it  may  come  to  them  not  in 
cash,  but  in  the  means  of  comfort  and  enjoyment. 

These  remarks,  however,  will  apply  only  to  the  production  and 
exchange  of  articles  which  really  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  or 
comforts  of  life,  and  to  services  which  are  really  useful  in  dimin- 
ishing the  sufierings  or  adding  to  the  happiness  of  mankind. 

There  are,  however,  kinds  of  business,  in  which  a  num  does 
make  his  money  out  of  the  community.  He  takes  away  from 
others  just  as  much  as  he'  makes  himself.  For  instance,  if  he  man- 
ufactures and  sells  a  worthless  article,  he  takes  the  money  of  bis 
purchasers,  and  they  receive  no  equivalent.  If  a  manufacturer  of 
counterfeit  money  gives  a  counterfeit  bill  in  exchange  for  a  cer- 
tain commodity,  it  is  plain  that  he  actually  steals  that  conomodity. 
He  really  makes  money  out  of  the  community. 

The  counterfeit  dealer  has,  however,  tliis  thing  in  his  &vor, 
which  some  people  have  not,  viz.  that  what  he  leaves  in  the  hand 
of  his  customers,  as  the  fictitious  representative  of  what  he  takes 
away  from  them,  does  no  hurt.  They  carry  the  counterfeit  bill  a 
few  days  in  their  pockets  until  they  find  its  worthlessness,  and 
then  they  simply  lay  it  aside.  It  does  not  bite  them,  nor  poison 
them.  It  does  not  destroy  tlieir  healtli,  and  shorten  their  (hys:  it 
does  not  begcar  their  children,  nor  break  their  wives'  hearts,  nor 
ruin  their  souls. 

In  regard,  however,  to  the  man  who  takes  his  neighbor's  prop- 
erty, and  in  exchange  for  it  gives  him  runiy  we  fear  we  cannot  go 
by  halves,  in  speaking  of  eltlier  aspect  of  the  transaction.  In  the 
first  place,  he  receives  his  neighbor's  money  wholly  without  an 
equivalent.  The  rum  has  no  value  to  him  whatever.  It  is  worth- 
less, and  whoUy  worthless,  so  that  the  seller  takes  the  money  of 
another  without  making  any  return.  This  is  dishonest — not  leg^- 
ly  so,  we  admit,  but  really  so  in  the  eye  of  God. 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  it.  The  article  which  is  put  into 
the  miserable  victim's  hand,  to  induce  him  to  give  up  his  money, 
is  not  merely  worthless — it  is  destructive.  Its  direct,  well  known, 
universal,  and  inevitable  tendency  is,  to  kill; — to  kill  soul  and 
body.  AH  he  wants  is  his  customer's  three  cents!  He  does  not 
wish  to  lull  him.  He  only  gives  him  what  kills  him,  because  that 
is  the  only  way  to  eet  his  three  cents.  He  does  not  wish  to  de- 
stroy the  man  for  the  very  sake  of  destroying  him.     He  docs  not 
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desire,  on  its  own  account,  to  ruin  his  character,  and  take  away 
his  property,  and  break  bis  wife's  heart,  and  beggar  and  starve  his 
children.  No;  his  object  is  only  to  get  the  man's  money,  and  he 
does  these  things,  because  that  seems  to  him  the  shortest  way  to 
secure  bis  three  cents.  All  the  money  be  makes,  is  worse  than 
taken  dishonestly.  It  is  the  price  of  blood!  Ever}'  dollar  he  re- 
ceives, instead  of  beinc  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  good  he  has 
done,  is  a  certificate  of  the  imsery  and  rum  he  has  sjpread  around 
him.  His  coin  should  be  mscribed,  ^This  certifies  that  the 
bearer  has  made  a  man  beat  his  wife. '  ^  This  half  dollar  is  a 
memorial  of  four  nights  of  wretchedness,  which  were  given  to  a 
whole  family  in  exchange  for  it.'  ^This  bag  of  money  certifies, 
that  the  possessor  has  sent  two  of  his  neighbors  to  the  jail,  md 
their  wives  and  children  to  the  poorhouseJ'  What  money  for  a 
man  to  hold  in  his  cofiTers!  It  is  the  price  of  blood!" 

This  sentiment  is  abundantly  supported  by  facts.  In  the  bill 
of  mortality  of  the  city  of  New  York,  it  is  stated,  that  seventy-si:. 
were  killed  by  intemperance  the  last  year.  And,  says  an  energetic 
writer,  in  a  document  presented  to  the  Common  Council  by  the 
City  Temperance  Society,  "  To  this  number  how  many  ought  to 
be  added  of  the  thirty  suicides,  how  many  of  the  hundred  dying 
of  apoplexy,  how  many  of  the  sixty-nine  of  casualty,  how  many 
of  the  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-one  of  consumption,  how  many  of 
the  five  hundred  and  ten  of  convulsions,  how  many  of  the  three 
hundred  and  five  of  dropsy  in  the  head,  how  many  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  drowned,  how  many  of  the  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  of  peripneumony,  might  be  properly  added  to  the 
list  of  intemperate,  can  only  be  known  at  the  great  day,  when  all 
secrets  will  be  revealed.  It  is  believed  that  one-fourth  at  least  of 
the  enumerated  lists  might  be  charged  to  intemperance  ;  but  sup- 
pose one-sixth  of  the  numbers  mentioned  in  the  specified  lists 
was  added  to  the  seventy-six  returned  intemperate,  the  matter 
would  stand  thus  :  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
in  the  enumerated  list,  one-sixth  of  which  is  four  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  add  the  seventy-six,  and  the  number  is  five  hundred 
and  forty-seven  expiring  of  a  licensed  poison.  Awful  thought ! 
they  are  all  adults,  and  most  of  them  men,  and  the  heads  of  rami- 
lies  !  Look  at  five  hundred  shipwrecked,  no,  rumwrecked,  fami- 
lies, the  heads  of  which  are  dead,  leaving,  on  an  average,  a  wife 
and  four  children,  makine  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  sur- 
vivors, heirs  of  shame  and  sorrow  !" 

And  when  we  recoUect  that  the  CoUege  of  Physicians  in  Phil- 
adelphia, after  a  careful  examination,  have  given  it  as  their  opin- 
ion Uiat  seven  hundred  deaths  were  occasioned  by  intemperance, 
in  that  ci^,  in  a  year  ;  and  the  pfaysicians  of  Annapolis  have  civen 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  half  die  naen  over  ei^teen  years  ot  age, 
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who  died  in  one  year  in  that  city  were  killed  in  the  same  way,  tliai 
more  than  half  the  men  who  for  years  have  died  in  other  places, 
were  known  to  be  drunkards,  who  can  doubt  but  that  five  hundred 
and  forty-seven  is  far  less  tlian  the  number  who  have  been  annu- 
ally killed  by  it,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  An  equal  number  in 
proportion  to  die  population,  with  those  who,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  physicians,  were  killed  by  intemperance  in  rhiladelpliia, 
would  bo  in  New  York  more  than  eight  hundred,  and  in  the 
United  States  more  than  fifty-six  thousand.  Surely  thentlie  gains 
of  the  traffic,  which  produces  such  destruction,  is  the  price  of  blood. 

Nor  are  these  men  screened  from  the  guilt  of  blood,  by  the 
plea,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  kill,  but  only  to  make  money. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  even  Judas,  in  betraying  liis  master, 
intended  to  kill  ;  but  only  to  make  money.  But  when  death  fol- 
lowed, and  he  in  remorse  cast  down  the  money,  those  who  took 
it  up  said,  *^'  It  is  the  price  of  blood."  And  with  the  knowledge 
which  those  have  who  traffic  in  this  poison,  or  which  they  mi^t 
have,  how  much  more  is  their  gain,  the  price  of  blood.  Were 
all  those  whose  lives  have  been  shortened  by  it,  within  the  last 
thirty  years,  to  arise  from  their  graves,  they  woufd  make  an  army 
of  more  than  a  million  of  men.  And  can  those  who  prosecute 
a  business  of  such  results,  when  inquisition  is  made  for  blood,  be 
screened  by  the  plea,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  kill,  they  only 
wished  for  money  ? 

When  the  owner  of  the  ox  which  was  wont  to  push,  did  not 
keep  him  in,  but  let  him  go  out,  though  he  did  not  intend  to  kill, 
but  only  wished  for  money,  yet  if  he  did  kill,  "  the  ox,"  said 
Jehovah,  "shall  be  stoned  and  the  owner  put  to  death."  (Ex. 
xxi.  29.)  Admit  the  correctness  of  this  decision,  of  the  Judge  of 
the  earth,  and  who  can  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  he  who  contmued 
the  business  of  sending  out  the  means  of  death,  or  when  owned 
by  liim,  permitting  it  to  go  out,  will,  by  Jehovah,  be  condemned. 
Every  conscience  enlightened,  condemns  him  now,  and,  without  a 
change,  that  condemnation  will  be  eternal. 

A  publication  has  been  issued  by  tlie  Revival  Tract  Societ}', 
from  the  pen  of  A.  W.  Ives,  M.  D.,  New  York,  entitled,  "  A  Dia- 
logue between  a  Dealer  m  Ardent  Spirits  and  his  Conscience;'* 
which  has  also,  during  the  past  year,  had  an  extensive  circulation. 
The  following  is  a  specimen  of  its  contents. 

"  Conscience, — How  is  it  possible  that  you  do  not  see  this 
traffic  to  be  sinful  ^  Violence,  brutal  licentiousness,  the  basest 
crimes,  poverty,  misery  and  death  in  their  most  fi-ightful  forms  flow 
directly  fi:om  the  use  of  ardent  spirit — ^nay  more  than  all  these, 
there  is  nothing  else  which  so  efiectuaUy  shields  the  heart  against 
the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  paralyses  the  gracious  affec- 
tions. 
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Dealer, — The  morality  of  this  traffic,  I  conceive  lo  depend 
entirely  upon  circumstances.  It  may  be  wrong  for  one  man  to 
continue  it— *to  another  it  is  right  because  it  would  be  ruin  for 
him  to  abandon  it.  Now  among  my  own  Christian  friends,  there 
19  one  whose  whole  property  is  merged  in  a  firm  engaged  in  tlie 
commission  business;  their  consignments  consist  chiefly  in  West 
India  produce,  a  portion  of  which  is  rum.  Those  from  whom 
they  receive  it,  care  nothing  about  the  temperance  reformation, 
and  would  inmiediately  transfer  their  whole  business  to  other  con- 
signees, if  these  should  refuse  to  receive  and  sell  their  tum. 
Moreover,  it  so  happens  that  my  friend  is  die  only  religious  man 
in  the  concern,  and  whatever  he  may  wish  to  do,  his  partners  will 
not  hazard  their  whole  business  by  refusing  to  sell  the  spirit  which 
their  neighbors  will  sell  if  they  do  not.  Thus  situated,  is  it  the 
duty  of  a  man  to  give  up  a  respectable  and  profitable  connection? 
I  know  another  house  that  advanced  large  sums  to  West  India 
planters  before  the  temperance  reformation  began,  and  stipulated 
to  receive  their  produce;  that  is,  rum,  sugar  and  molasses,  and 
reimburse  themselves  by  the  sale  of  it.  A  large  proportion  of 
their  debt  is  still  due,  and  their  obligation  still  binding.  Now 
would  it  be  right  for  that  concern  to  violate  their  contract,  and 
thereby  bring  ruin  upon  themselves,  and  perhaps  upon  many  of 
their  creditors,  by  refusing  to  receive  and  sell  the  rum? 

Corwcicncc— Cases  like  these  I  have  not  failed  to  consider. 
They  present  difficulties,  so  long  as  one  is  trying  to  serve  both 
€rod  and  mammon.  But,  let  a  dealer  in  ardent  spirit,  even  in  the 
peculiar  circumstances  you  have  related,  exercise  the  decision  of 
character  which  becomes  him  as  a  man  of  busmess,  and  all  em* 
barrassment  will  be  removed.  If  he  comes  to  the  determination 
to  be  influenced  by  mere  worldly  expediency^  and  to  set  aside  the 
higher  motive  of  religious  obligation,  he  will  continue  his  business. 
He  will  regard  it  as  the  best  policy,  because  it  promotes  his  tem- 
poral interest;  and  this  is,  in  his  estimation,  paramount  to  his 
obligation  to  God,  to  his  fellow  man,  and  to  his  own  soul.  If 
occasionally  he  is  disquieted,  it  will  be  but  for  a  moment,  for  he 
will  evade  the  truth,  so  as  to  make  himself  believe,  that  while 
pursuing  his  worldly  interest,  he  is  doing  his  duty.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  sincerely  desires  to  be  governed  by  a  rule  of  righteous- 
ness, if  the  path  of  duty  is  obscure,  he  will  look  for  light  to  the 
precepts  of  the  gospel;  and  then  instead  of  doubtuig  whether  his 
business  is  sinful,  because  the  Bible  does  ndt  literally  forbid  the 
sale  of  rum,  he  will  look  at  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion. 
And  whenever  a  man  does  this  honestly,  he  will  deduce  from 
almost  every  page  of  that  sacred  volume,  a  principle  as  clear  and 
as  imperative  as  a  'thus  saith  the  Lord,' — a  principle,  which 
binds  him  by  an  everhsting  oUigation,  not  to  injure  his  neighbor; 
3  4 
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not  to  be  an  offence  to  him;  not  to  partake  of  his  sins.  When  be 
finds  himself  engaged  in  a  sinful  traffic,  in  vain  may  avarice  plead 
that  he  was  involved  in  it  ignorantly,  and  that  to  forsake  it  will  be 
disastrous  to  his  fortune;  in  vain  may  ambition  plead  that  his  influ- 
ence will  be  impaired,  or  hypocrisy  press  the  claims  of  charity 
and  religion;  the  Christian  will  reply,  '  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
such  consequences.  When  God  reveals  to  me  his  will,  I  must 
obey  it.'  when  the  young  man  in  the  gospel  was  conmianded 
to  sell  all  his  goods  and  follow  Christ,  no  doubt  he  might  have 
pleaded,  with  plausible  casuistry,  the  innocent  and  useful  employ- 
ment of  his  money,  the  benefit  of  his  liberality,  and  the  salutaiy 
bfluence  of  his  example.  Can  the  dealers  in  ardent  spirit  whose 
cases  you  have  mentioned,  do  as  much?  And  why  have  they  less 
reason  to  fear  that  they  too  will  be  sent  away  fix>m  the  presence 
of  their  Master,  sorrowing?  He  laid  down  his  life  for  fAetn,  and 
what  is  the  sacrifice  they  are  called  to  make  for  /itm,  even  io 
these  most  trying  cases?  Is  it  greater  than  our  own  patriot  fathers 
made  for  the  fireedom  of  their  country?  They  did  not  hesitate  to 
pledge  '  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  honor. '  Nor  did 
they  shrink  from  their  obligation;  and  does  the  professing  Chris- 
tian pledge  less  when  he  enters  into  covenant  witli  God?  And 
what  if  one  of  those  revolutionary  heroes  should  hare  fiimished 
arms  and  ammunition  for  the  enemy,  because  his  partner  happened 
to  be  a  tory,  or  because  he  had  stock  on  hand,  and  could  not 
otherwise  dispose  of  it  profitably;  or  because  he  had  contracted 
for  a  large  quantity  of  these  articles  in  France  before  the  war 
began,  and  could  not  possibly  land  them  in  this  countr}',  or  oth- 
erwise dispose  of  them,  than  to  sell  them  to  British  ships  of  war 
that  were  blockadmg  our  coasts?  What  would  have  been  thought 
of  the  hero's  patriotism?     He  would  have  been  stigmatized  sad 

imnished  as  a  traitor.  And  is  a  rum-dealing  Christian  doing  less 
or  the  enemies  of  religion?  Is  he  less  faithless  to  the  King  of 
kings? 

Deal. — I  acknowledge  this  subject  is  embarrassed  with  difficul- 
ties, but  it  is  a  morbid  conscience  that  sees  and  feels  them  to  be 
all  upon  one  side.  ShaU  I  deprive  myself  of  the  influence  which 
I  now  have  in  society  and  in  the  church,  by  abandoning  my  busi- 
ness and  voluntarily  becoming  a  poor  man  ?  Shall  my  children 
be  cut  off  from  the  means  of  education,  of  a  comfortable  support, 
and  the  expectations  of  a  respectable  standmg  in  the  community  ? 
Will  it  be  no  injury  to  the  cause  of  religion,  that  I  shall  be  ohG^ 
to  withdraw  my  subscription  from  the  bible,  missionary,  and  tract, 
and  education  societies  ?  Others  will  continue  the  traffic  if  I  do 
not ;  and  if  abuses  result  firom  it,  I  am  not  answerable  for  them. 

Con, — ^Tfaese,  indeed,  are  plausible  reasons  for  persistiiig  in  a 
sinful  employmenty  and  the  man  of  the  world  who  is  kying  up  hb 
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treasures  here,  may  dwell  upon  them  with  complacency.  The 
thought  recurs,  and  presses  itself  upon  me, — I  am  a  professing 
Christian,  and  '  if  I  love  not  my  brother  I  abide  m  death.'  If  I 
seek  not  his  salvation,  I  can  have  no  hope  of  my  own.  How 
then  can  I  sustain  my  influence  in  society,  and  in  the  church,  at 
the  expense  of  the  temperance,  wealth,  comfort,  happiness  and 
respectability,  of  perhaps  thousands  of  my  fellow  beings  ;  nay,  at 
the  expense  of  the  salvation  of  their  immortal  souls  ?  Shall  my 
children  be  educated,  and  hundreds  and  thousands  of  others 
thereby  be  reduced  to  ienorance  and  poverty  and  ignominy  ?  Can 
the  cause  of  religion  be  supported  by  making  drunkards,  and 
thieves,  and  robbers,  and  widows,  and  orphans,  and  paupers  ? 
What,  though  there  be  those  who  grow  rich  by  gathering  the 
wages  of  iniquity,  and  who  fatten  upon  the  blood  of  their  fellow 
men  ;  whose  hearts  are  unmoved  by  the  bitter  cries  of  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless,  and  who  see  nothing  in  the  death-bed  of  des- 
pair to  move  their  commiseration  ;  I  am  a  Christian — and  can  I 
have  feelings  and  interests  in  common  with  such  men  ?  How  can 
the  Christian  talk  of  aiding  the  cause  of  religion  by  the  gains  of  a 
traffic,  which,  but  for  the  long-suffering  and  omnipotent  grace  of 
God,  would  ere  this  have  driven  religion,  sorrowing,  from  the  earth. 
What  poison,  like  intemperance,  ever  entered  the  very  heart  of 
the  church,  was  diffused  throu^  every  portion  of  her,  and  trans- 
mitted a  loathsome  plague,  from  one  generation  to  another  ?  Has 
not  the  church  sickened  and  groaned,  from  year  to  year,  and  from 
age  to  age,  in  conseauence  of  this  evil  ?  Have  not  her  children 
apostatised  and  fled  from  their  mother's  bosom  and  their  father's 
house,  and  become  vagabonds  and  wanderers  in  the  earth  ?  And 
for  what,  and  why  should  /  participate  in  perpetuating  an  evil  upon 
the  earth,  so  destructive  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness  of 
my  fellow  men,  and  so  offensive  to  the  God  of  Heaven  ?  Let 
those  who  millj  continue  in  this  traffic,  I  dare  not  be  a  partaker  in 
their  sins. 

Deal. — I  foresee  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  wind  up  our  busi- 
ness ;  that  whether  right  or  wrong  I  shall  never  be  permitted  to 
pursue  it  peaceably.  I  have  already  been  subjected  to  more 
trouble  than  I  would  have  borne,  had  it  not  been  K>r  an  imperative 
sense  of  duty  to  the  church  and  to  my  family.  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  for  one,  situated  as  I  am,  to  change  or  abandon  a  business 
that  yields  him  a  comfortable  support,  when  he  will  be  obliged  in 
consequence  of  it,  to  change  the  style  of  his  living,  and  perhaps 
absolutely  to  reduce  his  femily  to  poverty.  I  will  consent,  how 
ever,  not  to  increase  my  stock,  but  to  contract  my  business  and 
take  measures  to  dispose  of  the  concern  as  soon  as  I  can  do  it 
advantageously. 

Con.-^And  pray,  do  you  distrust  the  power,  wisdom,  or  the 
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faithfulness  of  God,  that  you  30  reluctantly  rely  upon  his  kind 
providence  in  taking  care  of  you,  while  you  are  yielding  obedience 
to  an  obvious  duty  ?  Are  you  not  making  gold  your  hope,  and 
saying  to  the  fine  gold.  Thou  art  my  confidence  ?  If  God  grants 
your  request,  in  this  worldly  expediency,  be  assured  he  will  send 
leanness  into  your  soul.  It  is  a  compromise  with  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness,  unworthy  of  the  character  and  inconsistent  with 
the  faith  of  a  Christian.  I  have  no  fear  of  seeing  what  the 
Psalmist  never  saw,  '  the  righteous  forsaken  nor  his  seed  begging 
bread  ;'  and  instead  of  insulting  the  Most  High,  by  vurtually  pro- 
claiming my  independence  of  him,  I  will  confidently  and  cheer- 
fully commit  my  all  into  his  hands,  with  the  resolution  of  Job, 
that  '  though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him. '  If  the  traffic 
you  are  engaged  in  be  sinful,  it  will  never  be  more  so  than  it  is 
to-day  ;  and  to  continue  it  in  the  clear,  light  of  this  truth,  is  not 
merely  delaying  repentance,  it  is  presumptuously  tempting  God ; 
and  I  am  afraid,  that  while  you  are  winding  up  your  business,  he 
will  take  away  your  soul." 

A  similar  publication  has  been  issued  by  the  American  Tract 
Society,  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey,  D.  D.,  Pres- 
ident of  Amherst  College,  entitled,  "  Debates  of  Conscience  with  a 
Distiller,  a  wholesale  Dealer,  and  a  Grocer. "  The  following  is  the 
close  of  the  debate  with  the  distiller  : 

^'Conscience — But  I  cannot  close  this  interview  till  I  have  related 
one  of  the  dreams  to  which  I  just  alluded.  It  was  only  last  night 
that  I  suffered  in  this  way,  more  than  tongue  can  tell.  The  whole 
terrific  vision  is  written  in  letters  of  fire  upon  the  tablet  of  my 
memory. ;  and  I  feel  it  all  the  while  burning  deeper  and  deeper. 

I  thought  I  stood  by  a  great  river  of  melted  lava,  and  while  I 
was  wondering  from  what  mountain  or  vast  abyss  it  came,  sud- 
denly the  field  of  my  Vision  was  extended  to  the  distance  of  sev- 
eral hundred  mile3,  and  I  perceived  that,  instead  of  springing  fix)m 
a  single  source,  this  rolling  torrent  of  fire  was  fed  by  numerous 
tributary  streams,  and  the^e  again  by  smaller  rivulets.  And  what 
.do  you  think  I  heard  and  beheld,  as  I  stood  petrified  with  aston- 
ishment and  horror !  There  were  hundreds  of  poor  wretches 
struggling  and  just  sinking  in  the  merciless  flood.  As  I  contem- 
plated the  scene  still  more  attentively,  the  confused  noise  of 
boisterous  and  profane  merriment,  mingled  with  loud  shrieks  of 
despair,  saluted  my  ears.  The  hair  of  my  head  stood  up — and 
looking  this  way  and  diat  way,  I  beheld  crowds  of  men,  women 
and  children,  thronging  down  to  the  very  margin  of  the  river — 
some  bowing  down  to  slake  their  thirst  with  the  consuming  liquid, 
and  others  convulsively  striving  to  hold  them  back.  Some  I  saw 
actually  pushing  their  neighbors  headlong  from  the  treacherous 
bank,  and  others  encouraging  them  to  plunge  in,  by  holding  up,  the 
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fiery  temptation  to  their  view.     To  ensure  a  sufficient  depth  of 
the  river,  so  that  destruction  might  be  made  doubly  sure,  I  saw  a 

Seat  number  of  men,  and  some  whom  I  knew  to  be  members  of 
e  church,  hboriously  turning  their  respective  contributions  of 
the  glowing  and  hissing  liquid,  into  the  main  channel.  This  was 
more  than  I  could  bear.  I  was  in  perfect  torture.  But  when  I 
expostulated  with  those  who  were  nearest  to  the  place  where  I 
stood,  they  coolly  answered,  This  is  the  way  in  which  we  get  awr 
Kving  ! 

But  what  shocked  me  more  than  all  the  rest,  and  curdled  every 
drop  of  blood  in  my  veins,  was  the  sight  which  I  had  of  this  very 
distillery  pouring  out  its  tributary  stream  of  fire !  And  0,  it 
distracts,  it  maddens  me  to  think  of  it.  There  you  yourself  stood 
feeding  the  torrent  which  had  already  swallowed  up  some  of  your 
own  family,  and  threatened  every  moment  to  sweep  you  away ! 
This  hut  circumstance  brought  me  from  the  bed,  by  one  convul- 
sive bound,  into  the  middle  of  the  room  ;  and  I  awoke  in  an  agony 
which  I  verily  believe  I  could  not  have  sustained  another 
moment. 

Dis, — I  will  feed  the  torrent  no  longer.  The  fires  of  my  dis- 
tillery shall  be  put  out.  From  this  day,  fi*om  this  hour,  I  renounce 
the  manufacture  of  ardent  spirits  for  ever." 

The  following  is  a  part  of  the  debates  between  Conscience 
and  the  wholesale  Dealer  : 

^'  Con. — 0,  when  I  think  of  what  you  are  doing  to  destroy  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  men,  I  cannot  rest.  It  terrifies  me  at  all  hours 
of  the  night.  Often  and  often  when  I  am  just  losing  myself  in 
sleep,  I  am  startled  by  the  most  firightfiil  aroans  and  unearthly 
imprecations,  coming  out  of  these  hogshead.  And  then,  thos^ 
long  processions  of  rough  made  coffins,  and  beggared  fiunilies, 
which  I  dream  of,  firom  night&ll  till  daybreak,  ttey  keep  me  all 
the  while  in  a  cold  sweat,  and  I  can  no  longer  endure  them. 

Deal. — ^Neither  can  I.  Something  must  be  done.  You  have 
been  out  of  your  head  more  than  half  the  time  for  this  six  months. 
I  have  tried  all  the  ordinary  remedies  upon  you  without  the  least 
efifect.  Indeed  every  new  remedy  seems  only  to  aggravate  the 
disease.  Oh,  what  would  not  I  give  for  the  oiscovery  of  some 
anodyne  which  would  lay  these  horrible  phantasms.  The  case 
would  be  infinitely  less  trying,  if  I  could  sometimes  persuade  you, 
for  a  nieht  or  two,  to  let  me  occupy  a  difi^erent  apartment  from 
yourself ;  and  whcai  your  spasms  come  on,  one  might  as  well  try 
to  sleep  with  embers  in  his  bosom,  as  where  you  are. 

C<m. — ^Would  it  mend  the  matter  at  all,  if,  mstead  of  sometimes 
dreaming,  I  were  to  be  always  wide  awake  ? 

Deal. — Ah,  there 's  the  grand  difficulty.     For  I  find  that  when 
you  do  wake  up,  you  are  more  troublesome  than  ever.     Thtn  you 
3* 
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are  always  harping  upon  my  being  a  professor  of  religioD,  and 
bringing  up  some  texts  of  Scripture,  which  might  as  well  be  lei 
alone,  and  which  you  would  not  ring  in  my  ears,  if  you  had  any 
regard  to  my  peace,  or  even  your  own.  More  than  fifty  times, 
ii\-ithin  a  month,  have  you  quoted,  '  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
tliem,'  In  fact,  so  uncharitable  have  you  grown  of  late,  ihat  from 
the  drift  of  some  of  your  admonitions,  a  stranger  would  think  me 
but  litde,  if  any,  better  than  a  murderer.  And  aU  because  some 
vagabond  or  other  may  possibly  happen  to  shorten  his  days  by 
drinking  of  a  little  of  the  identical  spirit  which  passes  through  my 
iiands. 

Con.— You  do  me  bare  justice  when  you  say,  that  I  have  often 
reproved  you,  and  more  earnestly  of  late  than  I  formerly  did. 
But  my  remonstrances  have  alwa}'s  been  between  you  and  me 
alone.  If  I  have  charged  you  with  the  guilt  of  hurryiog  men  to 
the  grave  and  to  hell,  by  this  vile  traffic,  it  has  not  been  tipon  the 
bouse-top.  I  cannot,  it  is  true,  help  knowing  how  it  grieves  your 
•brethren,  gratifies  the  enemies  of  religion,  and  excites  the  scora 
of  drimkards  themselves,  to  see  your  wharf  covered  with  the  fiery 
-element ;  but  I  speak  only  in  your  own  ear.  To  yourself  I  have 
wished  to  prove  a  faithful  monitor,  though  I  have  sad  mis- 
givings, at  times,  even  with  regard  to  that.  You  will  bear  me 
witness,  however,  that  I  have  sometimes  trembled  exceedingly, 
for  fcar  that  I  should  be  compelled,  at  last,  to  carry  the  matter  op 
bv  indictment  to  the  tribunal  of  Eternal  Justice. 

To  avoid  this  dreadful  necessity,  let  me  once  more  reason  the 
case  with  you  in  few  words.  You  know  perfectly  weU  that  ardent 
spirit  kills  its  tens  of  thousands  in  the  United  States  every  year, 
and  there  is  no  more  room  to  doubt  that  many  of  these  lives  are 
destroyed  by  the  very  liquor  which  you  sell,  than  if  you  saw  them 
staggering  under  it  into  the  drunkard's  grave.  How  then  can  yoa 
possibly  throw  off  blood-guiltiness,  with  the  light  which  you  noit 
enjoy  ?  In  faithfulness .  to  your  soul,  and  to  Him  whose  vicege- 
rent I  am,  I  cannot  say  less  than  this,  especially  if  you  persist  aoj 
longer  in  the  horrible  traffic. 

Deal, — Pardon  me,  my  dear  Conscience,  if  imder  the  excite- 
ment of  the  moment  I  complained  of  your  honest  aood  continued 
importunity.  Be  assured,  there  is  no  friend  in  the  world,  with 
whom  I  am  so  desirous  of  maintaining  a  good  understandbg  as 
with  yoiu^elf.  And  for  your  relief  and  satisfaction,  I  now  give 
you  my  solemn  pledge,  that  I  will  close  up  this  branch  of  my 
business  as  soon  as  possible.  Indeed,  I  have  commenced  the 
process  already.  My  last  consignments  are  less,  by  more  than 
one  half,  than  those  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and  I  intend  that, 
w  hen  another  year  comes  about,  my  books  shall  speak  still  more 
decidedly  in  my  favor 
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Can. — These  resoludoos  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  if 
.they  were  in  the  present  tense.  But  if  it  was  wrong  to  sell  five 
hundred  casks  last  year,  how  can  it  be  right  to  sell  two  hundred 
this  year,  and  one  hundred  next  ?  If  it  is  criminal  to  poison  forty 
men  at  one  time,  how  can  it  be  innocent  to  poison  twenty  at 
another  ?  If  you  may  not  throw  a  hundred  fire  brands  into  the 
city,  how  will  you  prove  that  you  may  throw  one  ? 

Deal. — 'Very  true,  very  true  —  but  let  us  wave  this  point  for 
the  present.     It  affects  me  very  strangely. 

Con. — How  long,  then,  will  it  take  to  dry  up  this  fountain  of 
death ! 

Dea/.— Do  n't  call  it  so,  I  beseech  you ;  but  I  intend  to  be 
entirely  out  of  the  business  in  two  or  three  years,  at  farthest. 

Con. — Two  or  three  years  !  Can  you,  then,  after  all  that  has 
passed  between  us,  persist  two  or  three  years  longer  in  a  contra- 
band traffic  ?  I  verily  thought,  that  when  we  had  that  long  con- 
ference two  or  three  months  ago,  you  resolved  to  close  the  con- 
cern at  once  :  and  that,  when  we  parted,  I  had  as  good  as  your 
promise,  that  you  would.  Surely  you  cannot  so  soon  have 
forgotten  it. 

Deal. — No  ;  I  remember  that  interview  but  too  well — for  I 
never  was  so  unhappy  in  my  life.  I  did  almost  resolve,  and  more 
than  half  promise,  as  you  say.  But  after  I  had  time  to  get  a  litde 
composed,  I  thought  you  had  pushed  matters  rather  too  far  ;  and 
that  I  could  convince  you  of  it,  at  a  proper  time.  I  see,  however, 
that  the  attempt  would  be  fruidess.  But,  as  I  am  anxious  for  a 
compromise,  let  me  ask  whether,  if  I  give  away  all  the  profits  of 
this  branch  of  my  business  to  the  Bible  Society,  and  other  reli- 
gious institutions,  till  I  can  close  k  up,  you  will  not  be  satisfied ! 

Con. — Let  me  see.  Five  hundred  dollars,  or  one  hundred 
doUars,  earned  to  promote  the  cause  of  religion  by  seUing  poison ! 
By  killing  husbanck,  and  fathers,  and  brothers,  and  torturing  poor 
women  and  children  !  It  smells  of  blood — and  can  God  possibly 
accept  of  such  an  ofiTering  ? 

Deal. — So  then,  it  seems,  I  must  stop  the  sale  at  once,  or 
entirely  forfeit  what  litde  charity  you  have  left. 

Con. — ^You  must.  Delay  is  death-— death  to  the  consumer  at 
least ;  and  how  can  you  flatter  yourself  that  it  will  not  prove  your 
own  eternal  death  ?  My  convictions  are  decisive,  and  be  assured, 
I  deal  thus  plainly  because  I  love  you,  and  cannot  bear  to  become 
your  everlasting  tormentor." 

The  following  is  the  close  of  the-  debate  between  Conscience 
and  the  Retailer. 

'^  Retailer — Ah,  I  see  what  you  are  aiming  at ;  and  really,  it  is 
too  much  for  any  honest  man,  and  still  more  for  any  Christian  to 
bear.     You  know  it  is  a  long  time  sUice  I  have  pretended  to  answer 
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half  your  captious  questions.  There 's  no  use  in  it.  It  only- 
leads  on  to  others  stul  more  impertinent  and  puzzling.  If  I  am 
the  hundredth  part  of  that  factor  of  Satan  whidi  you  wouU  make 
me,  I  ought  to  be  dealt  with  and  cast  out  of  the  churdi  at  once ; 
and  why  do  n't  my  good  brethren  see  to  it  ? 

Con, — That 's  a  hard  question,  which  they,  perhaps,  better 
know  how  to  answer  than  I  do. 

Ret. — But  have  you  foreotten,  my  good  Conscience,  that  m 
retailing  spirit,  I  am  under  me  immediate  eye  and  sanction  of  the 
laws  ?  Mine  is  no  contraband  traffic,  as  you  very  well  know.  I 
bold  a  license  from  the  rulers  and  fathers  of  the  state,  and  have 
paid  my  money  for  it  into  the  public  treasury.  Why  do  they 
contmue  to  grant  and  seU  licenses,  if  it  is  wrong  for  me  to  sell  mm  ? 

Con. — Another  hard  question,  which  I  leave  them  to  answer 
as  best  they  can.  It  is  said,  however,  that  public  bodies  have  no 
soul,  and  if  they  have  no  soul,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  can 
have  any  conscience  ;  and  if  not,  what  should  hinder  them  from 
selling  licenses  !  But  suppose  the  civil  authorities  should  ofier  to 
sell  you  a  license  to  keep  a  gambling  house,  or  a  brothel,  would 
you  purchase  such  a  license,  and  present  it  as  a  salvo  to  your 
conscience  ? 

Ret. — I  teU  you  once  more,  there  is  no  use  in  trying  to  answer 
your  questions  ;  for  say  what  I  will,  you  have  the  art  of  turning 
every  thing  against  me.  It  was  not  always  so,  as  vou  must  veiy 
distinctly  remember.  Formerly  I  could  retail  hogshead  afier 
hogshead  of  all  kinds  of  spirits,  and  you  slept  as  quietfy  as  a  chfld. 
But  since  you  began  to  read  these  Reports  and  Tracts  about 
drinking,  and  to  attend  Temperance  meetings,  I  have  scarcely  had 
an  hour's  peace  of  my  life.  I  feared  tluit  something  like  thb 
would  be  the  effisct  upon  your  nervous  temperament,  when  you 
began ;  and  you  may  recoUect  that  I  strongly  objected  to  your 
troubling  yourself  with  these  new  speculations.  It  now  grieves 
me  to  think  that  I  ever  yielded  to  your  importunity ;  and  beware 
that  you  do  not  push  me  to  extremities  in  this  matter,  for  I  have 
about  come  to  the  resolution  that  I  will  have  no  more  of  these 
mischievous  pamphlets,  either  about  my  store  or  tavern  ;  and  that 
your  temperance  agents  may  declaim  to  the  winds  and  waHs,  if 
they  please. 

Con. — I  am  amazed  at  your  blindness  and  obstinacy.  It  b 
now  from  three  to  five  years  since  I  began  to  speak  (thou^  in  a 
kind  of  indistinct  under-tone  at  first)  agamst  this  bloody  traffic.  I 
have  reasoned,  I  have  remonstrated,  and  latterlv  I  have  threatened 
and  implored  with  increasing  earnestness.  At  times  you  have 
listened,  and  been  convinced  that  the  course  you  are  pursuing,  in 
this  d^  of  light,  is  infamous,  and  utter^  mconsistent  wim  a 
Christian  professicm.     But  before  your  convictions  and  readutkns 
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have  time  to  ripen  into  action,  the  love  of  money  legains  the 
^cendency ;  and  thus  have  you  gone  on  raolving  and  relapsing ^ 
and  re-reiohing:  one  hour  at  the  preparatory  lecture,  and  the 
next  unloading  whiskey  at  your  door ;  one  moment  mourning  over 
the  prevalence  of  intemperance,  and  the  next  arranging  your 
decanters  to  entice  the  simple — one  day  partaking  of  the  cup  of 
the  Lord  at  his  table,  and  tne  next,  ofiering  the  cup  of  devils  to 
your  neighbors— one  day  singing, 

<  All  that  i  have  and  aU  I  am, 
I  comecrate  to  T^ee ;  * 

and  the  next,  for  the  take  of  a  little  gain,  sacrificing  your  char- 
acter, and  polluting  all  you  can  induce  to  drink  !  O,  how  can  I 
hold  my  peace  ?  How  can  I  let  you  alone  ?  If  you  will  persist, 
your  blood,  and  the  blood  of  those  whom  you  thus  entice  and 
destroy,  be  upon  your  own  head.  Whether  you  will  hear,  or 
whether  you  will  forbear,  I  shall  not  cease  to  remonstrate  ;  and 
when  I  can  do  no  more  to  reclaim '  you,  I  will  sit  down  at  your 
gate,  in  the  bitterness  of  despair,  and  cry  Murder!  Murder  ! ! 
MURDER ! ! ! 

•  ^. Ret.— {Pale  and  trenUfling.)  Go  thy  way  for  this  time ;  when 
I  have  a  convenient  season  I  will  call  for  thee." 

Such  are  the  sentiments  inculcated  by  the  press  on  this  moment- 
ous subject.  More  than  4,500,000  copies  of  various  publications, 
containing  similar  views,  have  been  issued  the  past  year,  by  the 
New  York  State  Temperance  Society,  and  vast  numbers  by  other 
Temperance  Societies  and  individuals  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  eagerness  with  which  they  are  sought,  while  they 
inculcate,  with  the  greatest  plainness  and  power,  the  gross  immoral- 
ity and  enormous  wickedness  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  shows 
that  this  truth  commends  itself  to  the  conscience,  and  is  producing 
permanent  setded  conviction  in  the  minds  of  sober  men  through- 
out the  nation.  And  it  moves  them  to  a  course  of  efibrts  which 
they  are  resohred,  if  the  Lord  will,  never  to  relinquish,  till  the 
traffic  ie  exterminated  throughout  the  globe.  This  may  appear 
to  some  to  be  visionary.  But  the  truth,  attended  by  the  power 
of  thef  Ood  of  truth,  is  mighty,  and  will  prevail.  Alreadv  its  in- 
fluence on  this  subject,  is  extending  throughout  the  world. 

Numbers  in  En^and,  Irehnd,  and  Scotland,  and  throughout  the 
Provinces  of  that  kingdom,  have  denounced  the  traffic  m  ardent 
spirit,  as  immoral;  and  more  than  150,000  have  joined  their  Tem- 
perance Societies.  And  though  they  meet  with  some  peculiar  dif- 
ficulties in  that  kingdom,  yet  facts  demonstrate  that  perseverance  in 
proper  efforts,  will,  with  the  Divine  blessing,  overcome  them,  and 
the  cause  there,  as  well  as  here,  universaUy  triumph. 

From  Sweden  a  few  years  wgp  we  received  an  application  for 
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the  Constitution  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  and  a  copj 
of  all  the  Temperance  publications  which  had  been  printed  m  the 
United  States.  They  were  furnished,  and  numerous  Temperance 
associations  have  been  formed  in  that  kingdom.  Th^  have  also 
established  a  periodical,  which  is  published  in  the  Capital,  once  in 
two  weeks,  called.  The  Stockholm  Temperance  Herald. 
Tlie  Crown  Prince  has  lately  presided  at  a  Temperance  meeting 
in  that  cit/,  and  openly  proclaimed  himself  the  Patron  of  Tempe- 
rance Societies.  He  has  also  issued  his  proclamation,  and  called 
tlie  attention  of  all  classes  to  the  subject. 

A  fev/  months  ago  we  received  from  that  country  an  interesting 
document,  entitled,  ^'Temperance  and  Political  Economy, 
DISCUSSED  with  REFERENCE  TO  Sweden;"  addressed  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  Swedish  nation,  at  thtir  next  Diet.  It  is  t 
closely  printed  octavo  of  216  pages;  and  shows  with  great  clear- 
ness not  only  the  importance,  but  die  necessity  of  the  Teinperaiice 
Reform  to  the  prosperity,  if  not  to  the  existence  of  the  Swedidi 
nation.  In  a  population  of  about  3  000,000,  the  author  states 
that  they  have  170,000  distilleries;  and  consume  annually 
60,104,570  canns  (45,078,427  gallons)  of  distilled  liquor;  at  id 
expense  to  the  consumers  of  62,177,636  Rix  dollars,  (about 
$65,000  000.) 

"This  quantity  and  this  value,"  says  the  writer,  ^^  passes  in- 
nuall/  down  Swedish  throats,  of  a  drink,  of  whieb  the  first  Physi- 
cians and  Physiologists  of  all  countries,  declare,  that  it  contaiDS 
not  a  single  particle  of  nutritious  substance." 

Well  be  may,  as  he  does,  urge  on  the  government  of  hb  coun- 
try, in  order  to  escape  national  ruin,  the  necessity  of  Temperance 
Societies,  and  upon  all  his  countrymen  the  duty  of  kMning  them. 
"  The  principle  of  Christian  charity,"  he  says,  ^^ makes  it  me  dotj 
of  every  man  who  loves  his  neighbor,  to  abstain  from  ardent  spirit 
Nothing  else  without  this,  will  save  multitudes  from  perditioD. 
What  shall  we  say  of  our  country,  that  country  whose  inbalutanis 
were  once  distinguished  for  their  industrv,  prudence,  temperance, 
morality,  and  noble  Christian  spirit.^  That  country  has  now  be- 
come a  by-word  among  the  nations,  and  a  subject  of  scoin,  as 
branded  with  the  appellation  of  the  country  of  drunkenness. "  He 
then,  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  patriot  and  philanthropist,  in^es  the 
subject  on  the  inunediate  attendon  of  the  Government,  and  all 
classes  of  the  people  as  of  vital  importance  to  all  the  great  interests 
of  the  nadon.  And  if  they  are  not  lost  to  all  sense  of  duty,  interest, 
and  safety,  his  exhibiuons  must,  we  think,  make  a  deep  and  abiding 
impressbn.  To  arouse  and  animate  them,  he  points,  as  do  patriots 
ana  philanthropists  of  other  countries,  to  the  example  and  effiuls 
of  America;  and  in  view  of  what  we  have  done,  endenrors  to 
persuade  them  to  engage  in  the  same  blessed  cause. 
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It  has  often  impressed  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  and  ought, 
we  think,  to  impress  the  minds  of  all  members  of  this  Society  and 
friends  of  this  cause,  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  work  which  is  of 
vital  importance  not  only  to  our  country,  but  to  all  nations;  and 
increasmg  numbers  in  all  countries,  as  they  become  acquainted  with 
this  subject,  begin  to  view  it  in  the  same  momentous  light. 

From  Dorpot,  the  seat  of  the  first  Universi^  in  Russia,  a  gen- 
tleman writes,  and  expresses  the  deep  interest  which  they  there 
begin  to  feel  on  the  subject  of  translating  into  the  Esthonian  lan- 
guage. Temperance  tracts.  *' Intemperance,"  he  says,  "is  the 
ereat  curse  of  all  the  people  of  the  Nortli.  The  provinces  are 
iull  of  distilleries  and  the  destruction  of  property,  and  soul,  is  very 
great. "  He  had  just  finished  the  translation  of  a  Temperance  tract 
of  the  Berlin  Society  in  Prussia;  and  was  about  to  translate  the 
Essay  of  our  countryman,  the  Rev.  Prof.  Hitchcock,  on  the  sin 
of  making  and  vending  ardent  spirit,  with  which  he  expressed  him- 
self greatly  pleased. 

He  then  proceeds  to  urge  strongly,  that,  to  which  some  in  this 
country,  in  view  of  the  Committee,  without  any  good  reason,  have 
been  opposed;  viz.  that  every  Temperance  tract  should  be  "  a 
preacher  of'righteousness;"  and  urge  men  to  be  temperate,  by 
motives  drawn,  not  merely  from  time,  but  also  from  eternity;  that  the 
guilt,  as  well  as  the  folly  of  intemperance  as  a  violation  of  die  Divine 
law  ;  and  that  in  view  of  a  judgment  to  come,  men  should  be  en- 
treated on  this  subject,  as  well  as  others,  "  to  be  reconciled  to  God. " 

This  view,  the  Committee  have  no  doubt,  is  fundamental. 
Every  reformation  firom  sin  and  death,  to  be  successful,  must  be 
prosecuted  in  the  spirit  of  the  gospel ;  by  motives  drawn  from 
the  cross  of  Christ,  and  with  reference  to  eternity.  Nothing  else 
takes  hold  of  the  moral  nature  of  man,  with  a  grasp  strong  enouzh 
to  control  it.  And  this  is  peculiarly  the  case  witn  regard  to  the 
Temperance  reformation.  No  general  and  strongly  marked  prog- 
ress was  made  on  this  subject,  till  it  was  taken  up  and  prosecuted 
in  this  manner.  And  none  will  continue  to  be  made,  after  this 
manner  of  prosecutmg  it,  shall  cease.  The  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  dory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  the  only 
light  powerful  enough  to  dispel  the  darkness;  and  the  love  of  Grod 
in  the  gift  of  his  own  Son  to  redeem  men  from  all  iniquity,  is  the 
only  motive  strong  enough  to  lead  them  to  forsake  it.  It  is  so  in 
this  country.  It  is  so  in  England.  It  is  so  in  Russia.  It  is  so 
every  where.  Hence  the  anxiety  which  the  philanthropist  feels,  that 
Christ  should  be  the  sout  of  every  Temperance  tract.  He  must 
be  the  soul  of  every  Temperance  efibrt,  that  will  be  generally  and 
permanently  successful.  And  the  more  men  become  enlightened, 
and  hb  love  reigns  in  their  hearts,  the  deeper  will  be  this  convic- 
tion in  the  minds  of  aD  who  labor  in  this  cause. 
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"  We  never  made  any  headway,'*  883^5  a  gentleman  in  Great 
Britain,  ^^  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  of  slavery,  till  it 
was  taken  up  by  religious  men,  prosecuted  as  a  concern  of  the 
soul,  with  reference  to  eternity,  and  by  motives  drawn  from  the 
cross  of  Christ."  Here  is  the  grand  mstrument  of  our  world's 
renovation. 

"  This  remedy  did  wisdom  find, 

To  heal  diseases  of  the  mind." 

*'  Our  lusts  its  wondrous  power  controls 

And  oalms  the  rage  of  angry  souls." 

From  Madras,  a  gentleman  writes,  requesting  that  all  the  Tern-* 
perance  publications  may  be  sent  to  him.  Another*  gentleman, 
from  Calcutta,  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  a  Temperance 
meeting  m  that  city.  In  Burmah,  Malacca,  and  in  Chma,  the 
cause  IS  exciting  increased  attention ;  numbers  are  feeling  more 
deeply  its  importance,  especially  in  its  connection  with  the  spread 
of  me  gospel,  and  are  making  new  efforts  to  extend  It. 

From  Ceylon,  Dr.  Scudder  writes,  **  One  of  the  most  inter- 
esting circumstances  that  has  transpired  has  been  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  our  Native  Temperance  Society.  The  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Church.  Cassenathun,  the  President  of  the  Society,  was 
seated  on  a  mat  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  T.  W.  Coe,  the  Secre- 
tary, was  seated  at  his  left.  The  most  respectable  part  of  the 
heathen  were  on  his  right  side  ;  the  speakers  at  the  meeting  and 
others,  on  the  left.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  Secretary's 
readmg  several  verses  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and  after  a  few  remarks 
he  read  the  Report.  From  thi^  it  appears,  that  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eidity  persons  have  enrolled  their  names  as  members  of  the 
Society.  Many  appalling  facts  were  mentioned  by  several  of  the 
speakers.  Good  effects  have  already  appeared  from  the  meeting. 
A  very  respectable  man,  an  officer  of  the  government,  who  was 
present,  after  returning  home,  ordered  that  no  more  toddy*  should 
be  drawn  from  a  tree  which  stood  in  his  garden.  Another  officer 
of  the  government  who  was  present,  went  the  next  morning  to 
the  market  in  Changane,  and  ordered  those  who  had  brought  tod- 
dy there  for  sale,  to  take  it  away  ;  and  never  again  make  their 
appearance  there  with  it." 

From  South  Africa,  Dr.  Phillips  writes,  "The  Grovemor  and 
his  lady,  and  a  few  others  at  the  head .  of  our  Society,  and  the 
Hottentots  agree  in  thinking  that  Infant  Schools  and  Temperance 
Societies,  are  most  excellent  things.  At  our  Missionary  Stations 
we  have  found  Temperance  Societies  to  be  what  a  person  at  one 
of  our  stations  called  them,  John  the  Baptist.     They  are  sent  to 

*  A  ipeoief  of  intoxicating  drink,  diawni^m  the  Cocoa  Nnt  Tree ;  and  also 
torn  the  Palmira  TVee. 


375]  SEVENTH  REPORT. — 1834.  37 

prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord.  Our  Missionaries  have  found  them 
to  be  the  most  valuable  auxiliaries  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Grod, 
we  ever  had  in  Africa.  We  have  Temperance  Societies  at  each 
of  our  stations  ;  and  I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of  our  peo- 
ple who  do  not  conform  to  their  rules.  At  the  new  settlement  of 
Kat  river  we  have  fourteen  hundred  members  belonging  to  the 
Temperance  Society  in  that  district.  I  shall,  if  possible,  get  yovi 
a  copy  of  the  speeches  of  the  Hottentots  at  our  last  anniversar}" 
meeting  of  the  Temperance  Socifity  in  that  place  ;  which  will 
give  you  a  better  idea  of  the  benefits  which  the  Temperance  So- 
ciety has  conferred  on  that  place,  than  any  thing  I  can  say." 

Temperance  Societies  have  also  been  formed,  and  have  accom- 
plished great  good  in  New  Holland.  And  it  is  interesting  to  wit- 
ness the  correct  views  on  this  subject,  which  are  thus  early 
embraced  and  propagated  in  that  part  of  the  world.  A  publica- 
tion from  that  country  states,  "  That  Societies  have  at  various 
times  been  formed  in  Scotland  and  other  places,  the  object  of 
which,  was,  to  prevent  excess  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  not  to 
exclude  them  ;  hnt  that  they  have  universally  come  to  nothing. 
They  proved  themselves  to  be  unsound  in  principle,  and  therefore 
could  not  stand.  They  did  not  set  out  with  the  incontrovertible 
truth,  that  ardent  spirit  is  a  poison^  to  both  body  and  soul.  That 
it  is  a  poison  to  the  body,  and  a  poison  not  of  a  very  inactive 
kind,  we  have  abundant  proof  in  this  colony  where  it  produces 
numerous  diseases,  and  oestroys  the  inhabitants  of  Hobartstown 
so  rapidly  that  they  do  not,  on  an  average,  live  to  more  than 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years  ;  while  the  prisoners  at  Macquarrie 
Harbor,  who  are  excluded  from  the  use  of  spirit,  live,  on  an  ave- 
rage, to  thirty-five  years,  notwithstanding  the  privations  they 
undergo  in  being  limited  to  salt  provisions.  xhat  spirit  is  a 
poison  to  the  soul,  any  person  that  uses  it  and  attends  to  the  state 
of  his  own  mmd  may  readily  ascertain.  He  will  find  that  after 
having  taken  but  a  single  glass,  his  moral  perceptions  of  right  and 
wrong  are  beclouded,  and  his  moral  powers  of  resisting  tempta- 
tions diminished.  Sin  no  longer  appears  so  sinful  as  it  did  ;  and, 
having  weakened  the  powers  of  resistance,  he  runs  the  more  rap- 
idly into  it." 

Happy  would  it  be,  if  these  truths,  proclaimed  so  forcibly  from 
New  Holland,  should  carry  convicdon  to  all  in  America.     The 

Srinciple  here  adverted  to,  that  ardent  spirit  is  a  poison^  to  the 
odv  and  the  soul,  and  of  course  that  it  is  wicked  to  drink  it, 
b  fundamental;  and  all  efforts  to  stay  its  desolations,  that  over- 
look this  principle,  or  set  it  aside,  or  proceed  as  if  it  were 
not  true,  must  ever  prove  abortive.  No  wonder  then,  that 
ITie  one  glass  a  dag  SocieHes,  that  were  fonned  in  Scotland 
«Dd  other  places,  Societies  based,  not  professedty,  but  really 
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on  the  principle  of  only  sinning  moderately,  came  to  nougbl. 
Such  societies  must  ever  come  to  nought.  They  overlook  the 
principle,  the  fundamental  principle,  of  letting  alone  iniqiut}', 
before  it  is  meddled  widi.  The  fact  that  ardent  spirit  is  a  poboo 
to  the  body,  shows  the  reason  why  it  has  killed,  over  wide  r^on3 
of  country,  more  than  one  in  five  of  the  men  who  have  drunk  it ; 
and  why  it  has  annually  proved  the  means  of  death  to  more  than 
thirty  thousand  of  our  citizens.  And  the  fact  that  it  is  a  poison  to 
the  soul,  shows  die  reason,  why,  of  ninety ;five  thousand  crimes 
committed  in  Great  Britain,  more  than  seventy  thousand  were 
committed  under  the  influence  of  liquor;  and  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand,  committed  in  the  United  States,  more  than 
ninety  thousand  were  committed  under  the  influence  of  the  same 
cause.  These,  and  multitudes  of  similar  facts,  show  the  reasoo 
wliy  the  traflic  in  it,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is,  and  of  necessity 
ever  must  be,  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God  ;  an  immorality^  of 
a  peculiarly  aggravated  description ;  and,  as  such,  ought,  forth- 
with, to  be  universally  abandoned.  And  it  calk  for  devout  grati- 
tude to  the  Author  oi  all  good,  that  this  truth  is  embraced  and 
proclaimed  by  rapidly  increasing  numbers,  not  only  in  this  coun- 
try, but  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  globe. 

Among  the  prmcipal  means  of  producing  this  conviction,  have 
been  the  Reports  of  our  Society.  Wherever  they  have  gone, 
and  been  read,  they  have  produced  extensively  this  convicti<m 
upon  the  minds  of  sober  and  intelligent  men.  Many  have  arisen 
from  the  perusal  of  them,  with  an  impression  never  before  made, 
and  never  to  be  effaced,  that  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit,  and 
especially  the  traffic  in  it,  are  a  sin^  peculiarly  ofTeosive  to  God, 
and  destructive  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  men. 
They  were  designed  for  this  purpose  ;  and  the  evidence  is  con- 
stantly accumulating,  that  could  their  circulation  and  perusal  be 
universal,  they  would,  through  the  Divine  kindness,  produce  their 
intended  effect. 

As  the  first  three  were  out  of  print,  and  were  often  sought  for, 
the  Committee  in  their  Fourth  Report  gave  a  history  of  the  for- 
mation of  this  Society,  and  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  from 
its  commencement.  They  also  gave  a  condensed  view  of  the 
prominent  facts  contained  in  all  the  other  Reports.  In  that  Re- 
port they  also  proved  and  illustrated  the  truths  that  ardent  spirit  is 
a  paisouj  the  drinking  of  which  is  not  needful  or  useful  to  roan; 
xhELt  its  use,  as  a  drink,  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health  and  of 
life  ;  that  it  induces  and  aggravates  disease,  impairs  and  often 
destroys  reason  ;  that  it  demoralizes  the  character,  shortens  many 
lives,  and  ruins  many  souls.  Of  course,  that  the  drinking  of  it  b 
an  immorality.  That  Report  was  constructed,  not  on  the  plan  of 
being   a   temporary  document,  detailing    only  tempomy  and 
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local  operations,  but  on  the  plan  of  being,  the  first  of  a  series 
of  permanent  documents;  embodying  the  great  principles  involv- 
ed in  the  Temperance  Reformation,  the  facts  by  which  they  are 
illustrated;  the  reasons  why  this  work  of  kindness  should  receive 
the  support  of  all  good  men;  and  the  benefits,  which,  should  this 
be  the  case,  would  result  to  our  country  and  the  world.  It  was 
stereotyped,  and  has  passed  through  numerous  editions  in  this, 
and  other  countries.  It  has  apparently  done  much,  and  could  it 
be  universally  circulated  would  do  much  more,  to  hasten  the  time 
when  dnuikenness  shall  cease,  and  the  blessings  of  Temperance 
universaUy  prevail. 

The  Fifth  Report  was  constructed  on  the  same  plan,  and  was 
designed  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  series,  and  was  paged  accor- 
dingly. In  this  Report  it  was  shown  that  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is  also,  an  inmiorality;  and  the  reasons 
were  pointed  out,  why  this,  as  well  as  the  drinking  of  it,  ought  to 
be  universally  abandoned.  This  was  also  stereotyped,  has  passed 
through  several  editions  in  this  country,  been  reprinted  in  Eng- 
land, and  copies  of  it  been  sent  to  most  parts  of  tne  world. 

Tn  the  Sixtli  Report,  which  was  designed  to  be  the  third  in  the 
pCiMianent  series,  and  was  stereotyped  and  paged  accordingly,  it 
was  shown,  that  the  making,  or  continuing  of  laws,  to  authorise 
the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it,  is  also 
an  immorality.  As  the  drinking  of  it  is  inmioral,  and  the  fumish- 
mg  of  it  immoral,  it  follows  of  course,  that  the  making  or  continu- 
ing of  laws  to  authorise  this  traffic,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it,  and 
thus  throwing  over  it  the  shield  of  legislative  sanction,  is  also  inmior- 
al and  ought  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  shown  in  that  Report,  that 
men  have  no  moral  right,  even  in  a  state  of  nature,  to  traffic  in  ar- 
dent spirit,  or  to  authorise  others  to  do  it;  and  that  they  cannot  do 
either,  without  violating  the  law  of  God  ;  that  they  do  not,  and  that 
they  cannot  acquire  such  a  right  by  entering  into  society,  and  form- 
ing civil  governments.  It  was  shown  that  such  traffic  is  inconsis- 
tent with  Temperance;  a  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  political 
economy;  tends  to  impair  the  health;  derange  the  intellect,  and 
corrupt  the  morals  of  tlie  community.  Of  course,  that  it  is  a  nn, 
tiie  sanction  of  which,  by  making  or  continuing  laws  to  license 
men  to  pursue  it,  is  necessarily  wrong.  And  not  only  were  these 
truths  proved,  but  the  principles  in  the  nature  of  man,  and  the 
government  of  God  were  illustrated,  and  the  reasons  exhibited 
why  the  abovementioned  evils  ever  have  resulted,  and  while  it  is 
continued  ever  must  result,  fi-om  that  ne&rious  traffic.  The  con- 
clusion was  that  those  who  understand  this  subject,  and  yet  are 
instrumental  in  making,  or  continuing  laws  which  sanction  this 
traffic,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it,  will  at  the  Divine  tribunal, 
and  ought,  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  to  be  held  responsible  for 
iheir  effects. 
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But  to  this  view  there  were  two  objections.  The  first  was, 
^^  Tiiat  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  should  be  licensed  in  order  to 
restrain  and  prevent  it."  To  this  it  was  answered,  ^' that  the 
licensing  of  it  for  lialf  a  century  had  not  restrained  and  prevented 
it;  but  that  under  such  license,  it  had  continued  to  increase,  until 
it  had  wellnigh  proved  our  ruin.  It  was  also  stated  that  the 
licensing  of  sin  is  never  the  way  to  prevent  or  restrain  it;  but  is 
the  way  always  to  sanction  and  perpetuate  it.  It  teaches  the  doc- 
trine, that  if  practised  according  to  law,  it  is  right,  a  doctrine 
which  is  false  and  fatal.  It  tends  to  prevent  the  efficacy  of 
trutli  and  of  facts  in  producing  the  conviction  that,  whether 
legal  or  illegal,  according  to  human  statute,  it  is  nevertheless 
wicked.  And,  of  course,  the  laws  which  license  it  are  wicked 
laws." 

The  other  objection  was,  ^'  That  if  legislators  do  not  license 
men  of  conscience  to  sell  ardent  spirit,  men  of  no  conscience,  io 
such  great  numbers,  will  sell  it,  that  the  evil  will  be  overwhelm^ 
ing."  To  this  it  was  answered,  ^^That  it  is  not  necessary  to 
license  counterfeiters,  to  prevent  tlie  community  from  being  del- 
uged with  base  coin.  It  is  not  necessary  to  license  gamblers,  cj* 
swindlers,  in  order  to  prevent  the  community  from  being  over- 
whelmed with  their  mischief.  No  more  is  it  needful  to  license  men 
to  sell  ardent  spirit.  If  wicked  men,  in  opposition  to  the  influence 
of  moral  means,  will  prosecute  a  wicked  business,  which  corrupts 
our  youth,  wastesi  our  property  and  endangers  our  live^;,  the  com- 
munity, in  this  free  country,  this  land  of  Uberty,  have  the  power 
and  the  right,  without  licensing  iniquity,  to  defend  themselves  from 
its  evik.  This  opens  the  door^  ana  the  only  doovy  which  truth  and 
duty  ever  open  for  Ugislation  toith  regari  to  sin;  VMt  to  Ueens^ 
and  sanction  ity  but  to  defend  the  community  from  its  mischiefs^ 
and  in  such  a  manner  as  is  best  adapted  to  deter  the  wicked  Jrm 
transgression^  and  promote  as  far  as  jMracticable  their  good  and 
lite  good  of  the  community.  And  this  is  the  change  in  legislation 
with  regard  to  the  sin  of  trafficking  in  ardent  spirit,  which  the  cause 
of  temperance,  of  patriotism,  of  virtue  andof  God,  now  imperiously 
demands.  Treat  thb  vice,  as  other  vices  are  treated,  and  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  branding  it  with  infamy. 

Let  legislators,  chosen  by  the  people  and  respectable  in  society, 
license  any  sin,  and  it  tends  to  shield  that  sin  irom  public  odium; 
and  to  perpetuate  it,  by  presenting  for  it  a  legal  justiacatioa.  ^  He 
that  justifieth  the  wicked,  and  he  that  condemnetb  the  justj  even 
they  both  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord.* 

Let  all  sanctioning  by  taw  of  this  abominable  traffic  be  for  ever 
abandoned;  and  if  the  rising  indignation  of  a  deeply  injured,  and 
long  suffering  community  does  not  sweep  it  away,  and  men  are 

stiU  (omA  \mG  euQu|^  tsx  coatimQ  to  ^c«tt^  th^  QstAtjQ^  of  ttei^ 
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neighbors,  to  fiU  our  almshouses  with  paupers  and  our  penitentiaries 
with  convicts,  to  make  wives  more  than  widows,  and  children  doubly 
orphans;  to  decoy  our  youth,  and  sink  them  to  a  premature  and 
an  ignominious  grave, — the  people,  if  they  choose,  by  the  arm  of 
legislation  can  undertake  the  holy,  righteous,  and  indispensable 
work  of  self  defence.  And  as  all  political  power  is  in  their  hands, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  a  work  which  is  practicable.  The  wisdom 
of  legislators  chosen  without  the  aid  of  ardent  spirit,  and  the  pat- 
riotism of  statesmen  who  do  not  use  it,  or  rely  upon  it  for  sup- 
port; but  who  rely  on  the  righteousness  of  their  cause,  the  good 
sense  and  virtue  of  their  constituents,  and  the  gracious  aid  of  their 
God,  will  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  If 
necessary  to  protect  our  property,  our  children,  and  our  lives,  and 
there  is  no  other,  or  no  better  way  to  do  it,  how  perfecdy  easy, 
and  how  perfectly  just,  whenever  the  people  generally  shall  desire 
it,  to  indict  at  common  law  the  keeping  of  a  grog-shop  as  a  public 
nuisance;  or  to  provide  by  statute  that  those  who  make  paupers 
shall  support  them;  and  those  who  excite  others  to  commit  crimes 
shall  themselves  be  treated  as  crimmals.  And  in  the  necessary, 
the  magnanimous,  the  glorious  work  of  legal  self  defence  from  an 
evil,  which,  in  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  of  reason,  religion, 
humanity,  and  of  God,  would  roll  over  earth  a  deluge  pf  fire,  and 
annihilate  the  hopes  of  the  world,  legislators  may  expect,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  subject  is  understood,  the  united  and  cordial  sup- 
port of  all  good  men. 

The  point  to  be  decided,  to  be  decided  by  legislators  of  these 
United  States,  to  be  decided  for  all  coming  posterity,  for  the 
world,  and  for  eternity,  is,  Shall  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drink  be  treated  in  legisUOianj  as  a  virtue^  or  a  vice?  Shall  it 
be  licensed,  sanctioned  by  law,  and  perpetuated  to  roll  its  all  per- 
vading curses  onward  interminably?  Or  shaU  it  be  treated,  as  it 
is  in  truth,  a  sin9  And  if  there  shall  in  future,  be  men  base 
enough  to  continue  to  commit  it,  shall  the  conununity,  in  self  de- 
fence, by  wise  and  wholesome  legislation,  as  far  as  practicable  and 
expedient,  shield  themselves  firom  its  evils;  and  if  these  evils 
must,  through  the  wickedness  of  men,  continue  to  exist,  let  them 
fall,  as  leniently  as  the  public  safety  will  permit,  alone  on  the  heads 
of  their  authors?  '' 

This  Report  has  also  been  stereotyped  and  paged  as  a  continu- 
ation of  the  permanent  series.  Twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  the 
whole,  or  parts  of  it,  have  been  printed,  and  nearly  all  put  in  cir- 
culation; making  of  the  three  last  Reports  and  parts  of  them 
which  have  been  printed  in  this  country,  about  325,000  copies. 
A  copy  of  the  last  Report  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  each 
member  of  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  Hat  part  of  it  on  the  inmu^- 
ity  of  the  License  Laws,  into  the  handa  i>f  each  member  of  tev- 
4*  6 
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eral  of  the  State  Liegishtures.     It  has  also  been  sent  to  numerous 
gentlemen  of  distinction  in  thb  and  other  countries. 

As  it  proceeded  one  step  farther  than  either  of  the  former  Re- 
ports, and  so  far  as  the  Committee  know,  farther  than  any  previoua 
publication  on  thb  subject ;  and  not  only  called  in  question  the 
morality,  but,  in  view  of  the  Committee,  proved  conclusively, 
the  decided  and  strongly  marked  immorality  of  a  part  of  legisla- 
tion,  which  has  long  received  extensive  sanction  and  support,  the 
Committee  were  anxious  to  have  it  receive  the  careful  examina^ 
tion  of  a  number  of  distinguished  physicians,  and  divines,  iurist^ 
and  statesmen;  and  to  obtain  from  them  an  expression  ot  their 
views  on  the  subject.  They  therefore  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  a  num^ 
ber  of  them  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  with  the  two  following 
inquiries,  viz. 

^^  !•  Are  the  principles  exhibited  in  this  Report  in  your  view 
correct,  and  the  arguments  sound? 

^^  II.  What  would  probably  be  the  effect  on  the  great  interests 
of  the  community,  should  the  people  generally,  and  legislators, 
choose  to  have  all  legislation  on  this  sdbject  conformed  to  those 
principles?" 

The  following  are  extracts  from  answers  which  have  been 
received : 

From  the  Hon.  Samuel  Fletcher,  of  New  HampsUre.-^^'  I 
have  read  that  portion  of  the  Report  to  which  you  referred,  and 
have  examined  it  with  the  more  care,  because  your  questions  seem 
to  imply  that  objiections,  from  sources  entitled  to  consideration, 
have  been  made  ^inst  ^tbe  principles  and  argunent^'^  therein 
advanced.  And  after  much  reflection  on  the  subject,  both  before 
and  since  I  read  the  Report,  I  have  come  to  the  conchisioii  that, 
in  my  judgment,  ^  the  principles  exhibited  are  correct,  and  the 
arguments  by  which  they  are  supported  are  sound '  and  ineon^ 
trovertible.  ^id  that  'shouM  the  people  generally,  aid  the 
legislators,  choose  to  have  all  legislation  conformed  to  these  prin^ 
ciples,  the  effect  upon  the  socid,  civit,  and  religious  interests  of 
the  community, '^  woold  be  at  once,  and  extensively  benign,  and 
productive  of  pubfic  peace  and  individual  happiness^  If  any 
objections  ar^  sustained  by  good  and  valid  reasons,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  those  reasons. 

^^  And  here  I  might,  perhaps  most  properly,  close  my  reply  ; 
but  had  I  more  leisure,  I  would,  in  justice  to  m^  views  ot  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject,  md  to  render  my  numble  support 
to  the  American  Temperance  Society  in  their  noble  and  arduous 
enterprise,  present  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  produced  in 
my  mind  the  conelusion  above  stated.  But  at  present  I  can  do 
little  more  than  to  express  my  foil  concurrence  in  the  reasonines 
and  conelusioDs  rf  the  Comnittee  in  their  Repart.    The  whcSle 
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question,  I  think,  is  there  stated  and  discussed  with  great  ability 
and  candor ;  and  although  the  unqualified  declaration,  that  '  all 
legislation  relating  to  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit  is  sinfiil,'  may  seem 
bold  and  startling  to  the  mind  which  has  contemplated  the  subject 
as  clothed  with  the  sanction  and  authority  of  law,  and  justified  by 
long  established  custom  ;  yet  I  doubt  not  that  the  same  mind, 
relieved  from  the  influence  of  prejudice,  will  accord  its  entire 
approbation  of  the  proposition." 

From  the  Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.  D.,  President  of  Brown 
University,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. — "  Your  letter  of  Nov. 
1 1 ,  requesting  my  views  respecting  the  principles  and  arguments 
of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  on  the  subject  of  Taws  for 
the  licensing  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  and  also  respecting  the  general 
adoption  of  those  principles  by  legislators,  is  before  me.  I 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  return  you  an  answer.  I 
believe  the  arguments  on  this  subject,  presented  in  the  last  Report 
of  the  Society,  to  be  sound,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  they 
lead  correct. " 

After  stating  a  course  of  thinking  somewhat  different  from  that 
mentioned  in  the  Report,  by  which  his  own  mind  had  been  led  to 
the  same  result,  he  adds, 

^^  Now  to  all  this,  I  know  of  but  two  objections  that  can  be  urged. 

I.  It  may  be  said  that  the  grocer's  property  b  his  own,  and  he 
has  a  right  to  use  it  in  any  manner  he  pleases.  1.  Now  this  is 
manifest^  false.  A  grocer  has  precisely  the  same  rieht  in  his 
property  as  any  other  man,  and  he  has  no  more.  He  has  no 
right  to  employ  his  propenv  in  the  slave  trade,  nor  in  the  pur- 
chEise  and  sale  of  counterfeit  money,  nor  in  the  manufacture  of 
false  keys.  All  this  every  one  sees.  It  is  not  then  true  of  him 
or  any  one  eke,  that  he  has  a  right  to  use  his  property  as  he 
pleases.  2.  His  right  in  his  property  is  the  same  as  mat  of  any 
other  man ;  it  is  the  right  of  using  it  for  the  promotion  of  his  own 
happiness  in  any  manner  he  chooses,  provided  he  do  not  so  use  it 
as  to  diminish  the  innocent  happiness  of  his  neighbor  and  of  the 
community.  Now  as  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  does  diminish 
that  happiness,  he  has  no  right  to  use  it  in  this  manner. 

II.  Again,  it  may  be  said,  that  this  traffic  is  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue.  This  ol^ection  carries  its  refutation  along 
with  it,  since  it  has  been  abundandy  and  repeatedly  proved  that 
the  public  expenditure  in  the  cost  of  pauperism  and  crime  arising 
from  drunkenness,  is  teu'fold  greater  than  the  income  which  under 
an^  possible  circumstances  can  accrue  finmi  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirits. 

I  therefore  think  the  prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits 
a  fit  subject  for  legislative  enactment,  and  I  bdBeve  ttm  the  most 
happy  results  would  flow  fnm  such  {nrohibitioD." 
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From  the  Hon.  Mark  Doolittle,  of  Massachusetts. — "With 
pleasure  do  I  comply  with  your  request  in  expressing  to  you  my 
views  relative  to  the  principles  and  the  arguments  contained  in  the 
sixth  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  bearing  on  the 
laws  autnorising  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink ;  and  the 
effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  community,  should  legislators 
and  the  people  generally  conform  to  these  principles.  This  sub- 
ject has  been  discussed  and  deliberately  acted  upon  during  the 
last  year,  by  the  National  Convention  at  rhiladelphia,  and  by  con- 
venUons  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  &c.,  and  the  principles 
expressed  in  the  Report  adopted  by  each  of  those  highly  respect- 
able bodies,  and  from  a  careful  review  of  this  subject,  the  reasoning 
which  brings  the  mind  to  these  conclusions,  appears  so  direct  and 
conclusive  that  no  room  is  left  for  doubt — there  are  no  abstract  or 
unsettled  principles  in  the  case,  on  which  the  mind  can  linger  in 
suspense. 

The  position  taken  in  the  Report,  is,  that  laws  authorising 
the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink  are  morally  wrong.  In  what- 
ever aspect,  this  subject  is  viewed — ^by  whatever  course  of  reason- 
ing we  are  guided  m  our  inquiries,  we  are  brought  to  the  same 
conclusion.  The  seal  of  everlasting  reprobation  and  abhorreDce 
upon  ttus  traffic  is,  that  it  has  no  redeeming  qualifications — it  never 
has  done  men  any  good,  and  fit>m  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  never 
can. 

Is  there  any  other  article  which  the  community  would  sustain 
for  a  single  day  as  the  object  of  conomerce  among  men,  that  should 
produce  precisely  the  same  effects  upon  the  commurnQr  that 
ardent  spirits  produce  ?  Can  the  imagmation  encircle  within  its 
scope  an  employment  for  men,  the  direct  efiect  of  which  is  to 
destroy  the  physical,  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  men ; 
spreading  disease,  poverty,  misery  and  death  throu^  the  commu- 
nity, that  is  not  morally  wrong  ?  If  this  traffic  ii  morally  tsrong, 
it  is  the  duty  of  individuals  to  dbcontinue  it,  and  of  government  to 
withhold  from  it  its  sanctions.  Government  is  instituted  for  the 
common  good.  Every  subject  of  that  government  has  a  r^t  to 
claim  from  it  protection  and  security,  against  the  violation  of  hb 
rights.  The  direct  and  inseparable  consequence  of  this  traffic,  b, 
to  violate  the  most  sacred  rights  ;  to  sunder  the  bonds  of  society, 
and  bury  in  everlasting,  fo^etfulness  the  duties  which  the  dearest 
relations  in  life  impose.  There  is  not  a  tie  which  bbds  man  to 
liis  fellow  man,  that  has  escaped  its  direful  touch.  The  question 
arises,  what  ought  legishtors  to  do  on  tins  subject  ?  I  answer, 
place  the  article  on  the  contraband  list,  and  make  the  traffic  in  it 
penal,  as  deadly  to  the  best  interests  of  men.  I  would  gravely 
ask,  are  not  the  evils  arising  from  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  as 
dangerous  and  destructive  to  the  community  as  those  tnat  arise 
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from  the  traffic  in  lattery  Hcketi  9  Nay,  are  they  not  much  more 
so  ?  There  was  a  time  when  the  traffic  in  lotteries  was  sanc- 
tioned by  Christian  legishtors— naone  appeared  to  question  such 
enactments  in  their  moral  tendency — but  their  effects  were  found 
to  be  pernicious,  and  penalties  have  been  substituted  for  licenses, 
for  those  who  carry  on  the  trade. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  the  laws  authorising  lotteries,  they 
were  found  to  induce  idleness,  dissipation  of  mind  and  morals,  and 
crime,  and  a  neglect  and  violation  of  the  relative  duties  of  life. 
These  laws  had  the  argument  of  revenue  for  their  support.  The 
fallacy  of  this,  as  well  as  all  others  for  their  support  are  now  seen, 
and  the  whole  system  by  common  consent  is  abandoned. 

The  system  of  revenue  which  impairs  the  health,  the  peace, 
the  domestic  and  social  comforts,  the  means  of  usefulness,  the 
pliysical  and  moral  energies  of  a  people,  is  a  revenue  of  death. 
To  that  people,  nothing  can  be  gamed  by  spreading  such  pesti- 
lence through  the  land.  Why  is  not  a  government  bound  to  pro- 
tect its  subjects  a^dnst  unwholesome  drinks  as  well  as  ag^st 
unwholesome  foodv  If  one  sells  unwholesome  foodj  he  suffers 
the  penalty  of  the  law.  If  he  sells  unwholesome  drink^  a  dollar 
to  the  government  atones  for  the  wide-spread  ruin  which  it  pro- 
duces. By  what  authority  does  a  government  make  such  a 
grant ;  and  barter  the  health  and  the  lives  of  their  subjects  for 
revenue  ?  Is  it  granted  by  the  statutes  of  Heaven  to  earthly  gov- 
enimenuj  ?  Or  have  ihe  men  of  this  world  clothed  their  fefews 
with  the  high  prerogative }  Does  the  money  paid  as  revenue 
vary  the  moral  character  of  the  law  }  or  sanctify  its  influences  on 
the  community }  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  discover,  how 
revenue^  when  it  was  (Jerived  to  the  government,  can  act  as  a 
purifier.  And  if  it  does  not,  the  law,  when  diyested  of  this 
jmposmg  attire,  stands  thus  :  Be  it  enacted,  that  whosoever  will, 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  to  whomsoever  he  pleases,  a  deadly 
poison,  and  by  his  trade  consign  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men, 
women,  and  children  aiyoually  in  the  United  States,  to  their  graves. 
With  a  full  view  of  all  the  dread  realities  of  his  traffic,  while  he  is 
so  promptly  executing  the  laws,  doubtmg,  during  the  whole  pro- 
cess, as  be  would  have  us  think,  whether  there  is  any  thing  morally 
if^rong  in  all  ttys.  Morally  WRONG-^there  is  a  cruelty  in  this 
traffic,  and  in  its  legal  sanotions^^it  is  a  refinement  on  cannibal 
cruelty—^  sacrifice  to  fires  more  deadly  to  body  and  soul,  than 
were  ever  kindled  at  the  iuneral  pile  of  Pa^ms." 

From  the  jftev.  Wilbur  Pisk,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  University,  Middletown,  Connecticut.^— ^^  I  have  read  and 
fully  approve  of  the  sentiments  advanced  in  the  Sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
legalizbg  tlie  traffic  in  ardent  spirits.     The  arguments  in  oppoei* 

\m  to  thQ  licence  system  we  uQaoswentble* 
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With  respect  to  the  ^probable  effects  upon  the  great  interests 
of  the  community,'  if  the  principles  there  advanced  should  be 
acted  upon,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  be 
good  ;  nay,  that  this,  and  this  only  will  remove  a  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  the  advancement  of  the  temperance  cause. 

I  think  the  course  proposed  in  the  Report  should  be  adopted, 
relying  upon  the  God  of  justice  to  sanction,  by  his  providence, 
what  his  righteousness  requires  at  our  hands." 

From  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.,  New  York. — "  I  have  attentive!}' 
read  the  whole  of  the  Sixth  Report  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society,  and  can  say  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  the  whole 
of  it  is  good.  You  ask,  ^  whether  the  principles  and  arguments 
are  sound,'  in  that  part  to  which  you  particularly  refer  me  ? 
They  are  sound — they  are  irresistible.  And  they  will  prevail, 
unless  some  new  causes  arise  to  lessen  the  intelligence  and  to 
blunt  the  moral  sense  of  the  American  people.  If  the  traffic  in 
ardent  spirit  is  immoral,  then  of  necessity  are  the  laws  which 
authorise  the  traffic,  immoral.  And  if  the  laws  are  immoral,  then 
must  we  be  immoral,  if  we  do  not  protest  against  them.  We  are 
the  subjects  of  a  republican  government.  It  is  fairly  inferred, 
that  under  such  a  government,  every  voter  has  a  share  in  makmg 
the  laws.  We  are  responsible  for  the  character  of  the  laws. 
The  license  laws  should  be  repealed,  because  they  are  an  awful 
^n^e  to  tb^  po^gci^Dces  of  xsxany.  Unwise  and  sbful  as  it  is  for 
them  to  do  so,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  many  persons  graduate 
their  morals  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  instead  ot  the  laws  of  God. 
How  careful  should  this  consideration  make  us  to  suffer  nothing 
to  have  a  place  in  our  statute  book,  the  natural  tendency  of  which, 
is,  to  induce  men  to  sin.  But  what  powerful  persuasives  to  sin 
are  the  license  laws  ?  How  idle  to  hope  that  all  engaged  in 
the  traffic  will  abandon  it,  while  these  laws  remain  unrepealed. 
Many  will  cherish  this  self  justification  under  the  shield  of  the 
laws  ;  and  whose  arm  will  be  strong  enough  to  send  the  shafts  of 
conviction  into  the  conscience  through  such  a  shield  ?  And  if  this 
shield  be  broad  and  thick  enough  to  shield  the  vender  of  ardent 
spirit,  it  must  be  to  shield  the  maker  and  the  drinker  of  it.  And 
thus  the  laws  aid  in  perpetuating  these  evils.  But  it  is  said,  that 
the  laws  themselves  intimate  the  immorality  of  the  traffic,  by  for- 
bidding any  to  engage  in  it,  unless  they  will  pay  a  sum  of  nKMiey. 
But  if  the  laws  are  to  be  credited  with  any  thing  on  account  of 
this  note  of  remonstrance,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  guilty  of 
teaching  the  dangerous  doctrine  that  absolution  from  sin  can  be 
purchased  with  money  ;  and  that  for  a  few  dollars  a  man  may, 
with  impunity,  murder  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men." 

From  Edward  C.  Delevan,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Conunittee  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society-. — "The 


385]  SEVENTH  REPORT. — 1834.  47 

Sixth  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  makes  a  most 
favorable  and  powerful  impression.  It  is  viewed  by  our  friends, 
as  the  most  interesting  and  weighty  document  which  your  Societ}' 
has  ever  published,  and  it  is  doing  immense  good." 

From  the  Hon.  George  Sullivan,  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire. — "  I  have  read  with  particular  attention  that 
part  of  the  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  to  which 
you  refened  in  your  letter.  The  principles  contained  in  it,  are, 
in  my  opinion,  correct ;  and  are  supported  by  arguments  the 
most  solid  and  convincing. 

The  right  of  the  legislature  of  any  State  to  allow  its  citizens 
to  trade  in  ardent  spirits,  may  well  be  questioned  ;  to  do  this  is, 
in  my  view,  morally  wrong.  Experience  has  clearly  proved,  that 
tlie  necessary  tendency  of  intemperance  is  to  produce  idleness, 
poverty,  and  crime  ;  and  it  is  apparent,  that  so  long  as  the  legis- 
lature shall  tolerate  such  a  traffic,  intemperance  will  exist.  Every 
member  of  the  legislature  of  a  State  should  consider  what  a  weight 
of  responsibility  rests  on  him.  If  he  vote  in  favor  of  a  law  per- 
mitting a  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  although  he  may  abstain  from  the 
use  of  them  himself,  and  may,  at  times,  declaim  against  intemper- 
ance, he  destroys  entirely  the  influence  of  his  example,  and  renders 
ineffectual  every  thing  ne  can  urge  against  that  vice.  The  man, 
who,  as  a  legislator,  places  himself  on  the  side  of  intemperance, 
can  never,  as  a  private  individual,  act  efficiently  against  it. 

If  the  legislature  of  a  State  permit,  by  law,  a  traffic,  which 
produces  poverty  with  all  its  sufferings  ;  which  corrupts  the  mor- 
als, and  destroys  the  health  and  lives  of  thousands  of  the  commu- 
nity, they  defeat  the  great  and  important  end  for  which  government 
was  established. 

If  tliey,  whose  right  it  is  to  make  laws,  should  act  in  confor- 
mity to  the  principles  referred  to,  the  effects  upon  the  social, 
civU,  and  religious  mterests  of  the  community  would,  in  my  view, 
be  salutar}"  and  happy." 

From  the  Hon.  Joseph  Henry  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia. — ''  I  have 
bestowed  much  thought  on  the  pamphlet  which  accompanied  your 
letter  of  the  28th  February.  My  deliberate  opinion  is,  that  the 
principles  contained  in  it  are  correct,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
they  are  supported,  sound.  I  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  the 
laws  which  authorise  the  ^  traffic  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink,  by 
hcensing  men  to  pursue  it,  are  morally  wrong. ' 

The  grounds  hitherto  occupied  in  defence  of  these  laws,  are> 
mostly,  abandoned.  Conscientious  and  respectable  men  still  insist, 
that  their  object  and  tendency  are,  to  restram  and  not  to  encourage 
the  sale  and  use  of  spirit.  Now,  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  legis- 
lation of  other  States  on  this  subject,  but  from  observation  I  am. 
well  satisfied,  that  the  paltry  aiun  of  five  dollars  paid  in  this  State 
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for  licenses  to  retail  spirituous  liquors,  has  never  deterred  one 
individual  from  engagbg  in  the  traffic. 

With  the  light  now  diffiised,  legislators  will  have  to  advance, 
or  else  retrace  their  steps  and  repeal  the  many  unwholesome  provis- 
ions alrleady  enacted  to  prevent  offences  against  the  public  police, 
health,  and  morality.  A  physician  or  surgeon  wilfully  endeavor- 
ing to  spread  the  small  pox  ;  a  butcher  selling  the  flesh  of  diseased 
animals,  or  a  baker  unwholesome  bread,  are  severally  liable  to 
be  indicted  and  punished.  Indeed,  all  nuisances  which  tend  to 
annoy  the  community,  or  injure  the  health  of  the  citizens  in 
general,  or  which  tend  to  corrupt  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
'  people,  subject  their  authors  to  severe  penalties.  I  repeat  it,  these 
salutary  enactments  must  be  blotted  from  the  statute-book,  or 
an  additional  clause  must  be  adopted  to  include  the  vender  of 
^distilled  damnation,' who  fills  his  neighborhood  with  ^lamenta- 
tion, mourning,  and  woe,'  by  suppljong  every  family  with  that 
which  but  seldom  enriches  hun,  and  makes  them  poor,  and  mber- 
able  and  wicked. 

But,  sir,  not  only  must  our  criminal  code  be  reformed,  if  we 
would  maintain  consistency.  Our  civil  jurisprudence  must  like- 
wise be  rectified. 

No  contract  is  valid  unless  founded  on  a  good  or  valvabk 
consideration.  Wanting  this  ingredient,  it  is  styled  a  nude-pact ; 
on  which  no  suit  or  action  can  be  brought.  Let  our  law-makers 
discard  forthwith  this  doctrine  as  a  legal  absurdity,  however  vene- 
rable for  its  wisdom  and  antiquity,  or  direct  our  judicial  tribunak, 
to  consider  and  determine,  that  all  contracts  for  the  sale  of  ardent 
spirits  come  within  its  purpose  and  meaning. 

Georgia  has  taken  one  step  to  correct  this  fiindamental  evil 
and  error.  She  has  expelled  the  poison  from  the  seat  of  her 
University,  and  tested  in  two  counties^  the  authority  to  grant  or 
refuse  licenses.  In  one  of  them  (Liberty),  with  a  population  of 
between  seven  and  eight  thousand  souls,  not  one  diop  can  be 
purchased." 

From  John  C.  Young,  President  of  Centre  College,  DanviUe, 
Kentucky. — "  Every  principle  in  the  Report  is  correct,  every 
argument  sound,  ana  the  conclusion  irresistibly  established,  that 
laws  authorising  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink,  are  morally 
wrong  and  injurious  to  society.  The  persevering  dissemination 
of  such  principles  and  arguments  will,  in  time,  bring  tbe  public 
mind  to  regard  the  licensing  of  this  traffic  as  a  thing  no  more  to  be 
tolerated  than  the  licensing  of  gambling  houses. 

Question  2d.  Answer.  It  would  require  many  pages  to  give 
a  tiJl  answer  to  this  question,  as  its  effect  would  I>e  to  abdidi  tbe 
use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  driidc,  and  thus  free  the  commamtr  fitxn 
the  l^on-Kke  plagues  to  which  tfab  use  has  given  birdtr    liioij^ 
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the  prohibition  of  gambiiog-tablcs  does  yot  entirely  root  out  gamb* 
ling,  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  would  entu^Iy 
prevent  tneir  use ;  for  the  temptation  of  the  unlawful  gains  would  be 
small  in  the  latter  case,  compared  with  what  it  now  is  in  the 
former ;  and  detection  would  be  inevitable  in  the  latter  case, 
while  it  is  difficult  in  the  former,  as  the  very  breath  of  the  dram- 
drinker  would  lodge  information  against  his  haunt,  while  the 
gambler  bears  about  with  him  no  traces  of  the  den  which  he 
frequents." 

From  the  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Massachusetts. — "  I  have  read  your 
Sixth  Report,  from  p.  44,  to  p.  69,  attentively,  and  with  great 
^satisfaction.  The  principles  there  laid  down,  rest,  as  I  Mty 
believe,  upon  the  basis  of  eternal  truth — of  love  to  God  and 
universal  good  will  to  men ;  and  die  arguments  by  which  these 
principles  are  enforced,  cannot  be  answered  nor  shaken.  It  is  as 
plain  to  me  as  the  sun  in  a  clear  summer  sky,  that  the  license 
laws  of  our  country  constitute  one  of  the  main  pillars,  on  which 
the  stupendous  fabric  of  intemperance  now  rests.  Take  away 
this  support,  and  I  do  not  see  how  its  tottering  walls  could  stand 
before  the  heavy  artillery  by  which  they  are  assailed,  for  a  single 
year.  But  how  can  they  ever  be  overthrown,  so  long  as  they  are 
sustained  at  every  angle,  by  the  strong  buttresses  of — shall  I  say 
Christian  legislation  !  As  matters  now  stand,  thousands  will 
commit  their  consciences  for  safe  keeping  to  the  statute  books. 
They  will  insist  upon  it,  that  a  traffic,  which  the  laws  of  twenty- 
four  enlightened  states  countenance  and  protect,  cannot  be  wrong. 
And  so  long  as  the  monster  intemperance  has  a  body-guard,  of 
three  or  four  thousand  grave  and  disciplined  legislators  to  defend 
him,  how  can  the  friends  of  humanity,  of  morality  and  religion, 
follow  up  the  work  which  they  have  so  auspiciously  begun,  and 
rid  the  land  of  his  carcass  ?  Ah,  how  complacently  he  sits  within 
the  lines ^  upon  his  throne  of  human  skeletons,  quaffing  blood  and 
tears,  and  delighting  his  ear  with  the  agonies  that  burst  from  ten 
thousand  breaking  hearts,  every  moment  of  every  day  and  every 
night  in  the  year  ! 

The  time  is  but  just  gone  by,  when  it  was  necessary  to  go  into 
a  lon^:  and  labored  argument  to  prove,  that  the  making  and  vend- 
ing of  ardent  spirit  is  an  inrmiorality  ;  and  that  all  the  license  laws, 
are  in  their  spirit  and  effects,  at  war  with  High  Heaven — Thou 
shall  not  kill.  But  I  do  hope^  that  in  almost  every  section 
of  our  country,  '  the  darkness  is  now  past.'  Who  will  say,  thar 
it  would  be  right  to  plant  and  cultivate  the  deadly  upas  in  every 
town,  and  village,  and  hamlet  in  the  land,  and  to  encourage  the 
work  of  death  by  legal  enactments  ?  Who  wouM  not  be  btmor^ 
struck,  if  seventy-five,  or  a  hundred  thousand  men  in  these  United 
.5  7 
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States  were  to  go  into  the  business  of  importing,  and  raising,  and 
selling  fiery  flying  serpents  :  and  what  epithet  would  be  applied  to 
such  legislation,  were  every  State  government  to  license  fliis  great 
army  ot  destroyers  for  the  public  good  !  And  yet  were  all  the 
serpents  and  beasts  of  prey  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  to  be  let 
loose  upon  our  people,  they  would  not  be  half  so  destructive  of 
life  and  happiness,  as  are  the  fires  of  the  distillery,  and  the  trade 
in  its  concocted  poisons." 

From  the  Hon.  Theodore  Frelmghuysen,  United  States' 
Senator  from  New  Jersey. — "  I  have  read  with  great  satisfaction 
the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  your  Society  :  and  especially  that  por- 
tion of  it  between  pages  44,  and  69,  on  the  immorality  of  author- 
ising by  law,  the  tra^c  in  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink.  It  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  say,  how  fully  and  heartily  I  concur,  in  the  views 
and  principles,  that  are  therein  so  ably  sustained.  If  the  use  of 
vdent  spirits  be  wrong,  it  seems  to  be  a  result,  of  inevitable 
deduction,  that  the  traffic  in  it  is,  at  least  equally  so.  And  hence, 
while  many  have  ridiculed,  I  have  always  honored,  the  conduct 
of  those  persons,  who,  under  honest  convictions  of  the  evils  of 
intemperance,  have  renounced  all  connection  and  terms  with 
ardent  spirits,  broken  in  the  head  of  the  cask^  and  poured  out  the 
destructive  poison  on  the  ground.  This  was  a  noble  tribute  to 
principle,  that  would  not  hesitate  between  the  cold  calculations  of 
avarice,  and  the  high  claims  of  duty,  and  the  peace  of  a  pure 
conscience.  How  can  a  just  mind  engage  in  a  commerce,  all 
the  details  of  which  are  fruitful  of  evil  ? 

The  use  of  ardent  spirit  is  attended  by  peculiar  circum- 
stances. It  is  not  an  ordinary  and  harmless  beverage,  as  to  which, 
every  man  may  be  safely  trusted,  with  liis  own  keeping.  But  it 
is  an  insidious  and  dangerous  practice,  that  gradually  fonns  an 
artificid  and  depraved  appetite.  It  deranges  and  inflames  the 
whole  organic  system  of  the  body,  aggravates  instead  of  allaying 
thirst,  and  creates  an  inward  craving,  that  has,  in  some  cases, 
seemed  to  me  like  the  gnawings  of  despair. 

And  worse  still.  This  habit  relaxes  the  hold  of  good  prin- 
ciples, by  impairing  the  moral  sense.  A  man's  self-respect,  falb 
among  its  first  victims.  These  sad  results  are  confined  to  no 
class  or  condition.  The  strong  men  and  the  feeble,  are  equally 
exposed  to  its  ravages.  The  truth  is,  (and  every  grave-yard 
proves  it)  the  man  who  habitually  drinks  ardent  spirit,  no  matter 
how  temperately^  has  cause  to  tremble ;  for  his  danger  is  not  only 
real,  but  imminent. 

To  a  subject,  therefore,  of  such  peculiar  and  dreadful  energy, 
reaching  so  far,  and  assailing  so  many  interests,  we  must  apply 
peculiar  remedies.  It  is  mere  tampering  with  temptation,  to 
come  short  of  positive,  decided,  and  uncompromising  opposhioo. 
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We  must  not  onlv  resisL  we  must  drive  it.     To  stand  on  the 
defensive  merely,  is  to  aid  in  its  triumph. 

The  second  inquiry  which  you  have  proposed,  presents  one 
of  the  most  interesting  questions  of  public  duty.  The  ground 
taken  in  your  Report,  is,  beyond  all  serious  controversy,  among  the 
clearest  and  soundest  conclusions  of  right  reason  :  '  That  the  laws 
which  authorise  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  by  licensing 
men  to  pursue  it,  are  morally  wrong.' 

Lawmakers  are,  of  all  men,. bound  to  seek  the  public  good. 
So  broad  is  this  duty,  that  they  are  under  peculiar  obligations  to 
consecrate  the  influence  of  a  pure  and  personal  example,  to  the 
promotion  of  the  general  welfare.  But  first  of  all,  should  their 
legislation  be  pure;  not  only  preventive  of  evil,  but  persuasive  to 
good.  No  man,  fit  to  represent  a  free  people,  will  deny  these 
propositions.  Then  what  can  we  urge  in  excuse  for  the  counte- 
nance, given  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  on  almost  every  statute 
book  ?  On  one  page,  you  will  read  of  heavy  penalties  denounced 
against  drunkenness,  riots,  and  public  disorders  ;  and  the  next 
chapter,  authorises  the  i*etail  of  the  very  poison,  which  all  admit, 
brin::^  on  these  outbreaking  transgressions.  Who  can  recon- 
cile these  glaring  contradictions  r  It  is  time,  every  reflecting  mind 
exclaims  ;  it  is  high  time  to  emancipate  ourselves  from  these 
humiliating  practices.  The  use  of  ardent  spirit  has  introduced  a 
course  of  reasoning  and  conduct,  that  libels  human  nature.  Who 
can  dwell  upon  it  without  feelings  of  shame,  that  we  should  have 
gravely  provided  by  public  law,  that  if  men  will  pay  for  the  mis- 
chievous faculty,  they  may  set  up  a  tavern,  and  sell  as  much  rum 
as  they  please,  short  of  drunkenness  ;  may  scatter  firebrands  and 
death  all  around  them  ;  beguile  unwary  youth,  and  poison  the  very 
fountains  of  moral  purity  ;  and  inflict  an  amount  ot  injury  on  the 
vital  interests  of  the  community,  that  neither  time  nor  law  can 
repair. 

I  rejoice,  my  dear  sff,  that  you  are  endeavoring  to  bring  this 
subject  before  the  scrutiny  of  public  men.  You  cannot  fail,  in  a 
purpose  so  fraught  with  benefits.  We  owe  it  to  our  history — to 
our  free  institutions,  and  above  all,  we  owe  it  to  Him,  whose 
benignant  providence  has  so  richly  blessed  us,  that  we  purify  our 
laws.  And  if  men  will  engage  in  this  destructive  traffic,  if  they 
will  stoop  to  degrade  their  reason  and  reap  the  wages  of  iniquity, 
let  them  no  longer  have  the  law-book  as  a  pillow ;  nor  quiet  con- 
science by  the  opiate  of  a  court  license. 

I  am  persuaded,  that  the  course  of  past  legislation  has  greatly 
increased  the  evil  of  which  we  complain.  How  could  it  be  other- 
wise ?  Men  can  hardly  avoid  loolung  up  to  the  halls  of  legislation 
for  standards  of  duty  ;  they  expect  to  find  models  there,  that  may 
be  safely  followed ;  and  when  these  high  places  faaye  delib^ratd^ 
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sanctioned  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  when  under  legal  regulations^ 
the  conclusion  has  been  natural  and  prompt,  that  when  it  was 
clothed  in  these  legal  forms,  it  was  not  only  excusable,  but  lautful. 
Men  would  not  take  time  to  question  the  moral  power  of  a  legis- 
lature to  make  that  right,  which  God  declares  to  be  wrong.  The 
lamented  fact  has  been,  they  did  not  wish  to  believe  in  any  defect 
of  power,  they  loved  to  have  it  so,  and  accordingly  reposed  on  the 
plausible  authority  of  a  positive  statute. 

I  trust  and  pray,  that  light  will  very  soon  become  strong 
enough  to  expose  all  these  delusions,  and  that  by  your  laudable 
efforts  and  the  blessing  of  God,  our  public  men,  our  state  and 
national  legislatures,  widi  the  whole  body  of  our  people,  will 
address  to  this  subject,  the  just  and  deep  reflection  that  it  deserves ; 
and  will,  witli  heart  and  hand,  by  one  combined  and  blessed 
effort,  shake  off,  for  ever,  the  bondage  under  which  our  land  has 
groaned." 

From  the  Hon.  David  Daggett,  Cliief  Justice  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut. — "  You  requested  me  to  read  the  Report  of  the 
Conunittee  from  page  44  to  69,  and  to  give  an  opimon  whether 
^  the  principles  there  exliibited  are  correct,  and  the  arguments  by 
which  they  are  supported,  sound. ' — On  this  question  I  cannot  enter- 
tain a  doubt.  The  argument  appears  to  me  irresistible.  To  noake  or 
sell  ardent  spirit,  for  common  use,  is  as  wicked  as  to  make  or  sell 
poisons  for  tlie  same  purpose.  It  being  admitted  that  the  use  of 
this  article  is  destructive  to  health,  reputation  and  property,  (and 
the  proof  of  this  fact  is  overwhelming,)  it  follows,  conclusively,  that 
those  who  make  it  and  sell  it,  sin,  with  a  high  hand,  agttinst  God, 
and  the  highest  interests  of  their  fellow  men.  The  blood  of  mur- 
dered sods  and  bodies  will  be  required  at  their  hands. 

Your  second  inquiry  is,  '  What,  in  my  view,  would  be  the  ef- 
fects upon  the  social,  civil  and  religious  interests  of  tlie  communis', 
should  the  people  generally,  and  legislators^  choose  to  have  all 
legislation  conformed  to  those  principles.'  Beyond  a  doubt^  the 
effect  would  be  most  salutary  upon  all  those  ^  interests. '  Pre- 
eminently would  this  be  the  effect  in  this  our  American  Republic; 
for  it  is  now  true,  as  it  always  lias  been,  and  always  will  be,  that 
virtue  is  essential  to  a  republican  government.  Those  who  care 
nothing  for  any  thing  but  office  and  its  emoluments  and  honors, 
may  ridicule  this  idea,  render  it  unpopular  and  destroy  its  efficacy, 
but  they  should  recollect  that  it  will  remain  a  truths  and  that  those 
nations  who  discard  it,  or  who  do  not  recognise  it  as  a  cardinal 
principle,  will  feel  and  realize  its  loss  in  the  destruction  of  all  the 
vital  interests  of  society.  I  will  only  add,  that,  in  my  view,  the 
great  source  of  intemperance  is  to  be  found  in  grog-shous  and  tip- 
ling-houses,  those  '  outer  chambers  of  heU. '  When  puUic  opinion 
shall  place  those  who  furnish  the  means  of  this  destructivo  vice, 
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on  a  level  with  thieves  and  counterfeiters,  then,  and  not  till  then^ 
may  we  expect  to  see  our  land  purged  from  this  abomination. 

Accept,  sir,  for  jrourself,  and  your  associates,  my  ardent  wishes 
and  fervent  prayers  for  your  success  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
morality  and  religion,  in  which  you  are  engaged. *' 

From  the  Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  former  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut. — "  To  your  first  question  I  Feadily  answer, 
that,  in  my  view,  the  principles  assumed  by  the  Conmiittee,  are 
sustained  by  arguments  which  must  carry  conviction  to  every  un- 
prejudiced mind  —  by  a  course  of  reasoning,  in  short,  which  is 
alike  eloquent  and  unanswerable. 

The  second  question  is  not  so  easily  answered,  and  yet  is 
attended  with  no  intrinsic  difficulty.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  all  laws  for  licensing  and  regulating  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit 
ought  to  be  instantly  repealed.  First,  because  if  intended  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  they  are  manifestly  immoral.  Secondly,  if 
considered  as  sumptuary  laws  which  by  their  operation  are  designed 
to  restram  the  sale  and  consumption  of  that  article,  they  are  wholly 
inefficient;  indeed,  I  fully  concur  with  the  Committee  in  the  belief 
that  these  acts,  by  legalizing,  do  actually  increase  the  traffic  and 
the  consumption. 

Although  public  opinion,  in  relation  to  this  great  object,  may 
not  be  perfectly  matured,  I  apprehend  it  is  sufficiently  so  to  give 
effect  to  the  remedial  provisions  of  the  common  law,  whenever 
the  licensing  system  shall  be  abolished.  That  there  are  prin- 
ciples in  the  common  law  of  the  land,  precisely  adapted  to  the 
case,  both  of  the  distiller  and  the  vender,  and  remedies  commen- 
surate with  the  evils  they  occasion,  is  well  known  to  every 
Jurist.  Show,  what  is  now  rendered  indisputable,  the  injurious 
effects  of  these  trades  upon  life  and  healthy  and  the  common  law 
stands  prepared  to  administer  at  once  the  desired  relief.  And  hap- 
pily for  us  its  principles  and  its  remedies  are  uniform  throughout 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  unless  restrained  or  modified  by  posi- 
tive legislation.  Let  informing  officers,  then,  and  courts  and 
juries  do  their  duty,  and  the  day  of  redemption  from  the  sorest 
curse  of  the  civilized  world  cannot  be  distant.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, if  the  officers  of  justice  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  common  law,  neither  would  they  be  persuaded 
to  execute  any  legislative  enactments  of  a  prohibitory  nature  which 
the  wit  or  the  wisdom  of  man  could  devise — nay,  it  would  evince 
such  a  state  of  public  sentiment  as  that  we  might  expect  nothing  * 
less  than  a  renewal  of  the  licensing  system  with  protective  provis- 
ions annexed.  But  I  look  confidently  for  a  better  state  of  things; 
accordingly  I  should  rejoice  to  see,  1 .  The  licensing  acts  repeal- 
ed. 2.  A  &ir  experiment,  made  of  the  strength  oi  the  cosmaotL^^ 
law,  as  applicable  to  thb  case." 
5* 
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Concerning  this  Report,  tiie  editor  of  the  London  Soldier's  and 
Watermen's  Magazine  remarks — ''  We  took  up  the  Sixth  Report 
of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  (just  reprinted  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society,)  with  a  lively  remem- 
brance of  the  pleasure  which  we  derived  from  the  perusal  of  the 
former,  and  our  expectations  have  been,  if  possible,  more  than 
realized  by  the  contents  of  tliis  most  admirably  written  produc- 
tion. We  had  proposed  to  ourselves  one  or  two  brief  extracts, 
but  as  we  read,  paragraph  after  paragraph  appeared,  each  more  strik- 
ing than  the  rest,  until  we  gave  up  all  hopes  of  rendering  any  jus- 
tice to  its  great  merits.  Our  readers  must  purchase  it  and  judge  for 
themselves  (tlie  price  is  only  one  shilling.)  It  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  eveiy  man  in  the  countr)\  Our  legislators  should  read, 
mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest;  it  is  worth  all  the  parliamentary 
returns  in  the  world.  Our  magistrates  and  rulers  should  study 
every  page.  Our  ministers,  deacons,  and  teachers, — oh!  when 
will  tliey  do  justice  to  this  important  subject?  This  document 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  minister  in  the  country,  then 
there  would  be  no  lack  of  active  and  efficient  helpers  to  the  cause 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Our  distillers  and  spirit-venders — 
where  is  the  man  who  can  read  these  tlirilling,  these  heart-search- 
ing appeab,  and  continue  an  agent  in  the  foul  and  fatal  traffic? 
We  would  urge  upon  all  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  to  aid  in  the 
circulation  of  this  Report  to  the  utmost  of  their  power;  and  assured 
we  are  that  it  will  prove  one  of  the  most  powerful  aids  to  the  cause 
of  Temperance  Societies  which  has  ever  appeared  in  this  countr)^ 
England  is  not  yet  awake  to  the  subject;  so  completely  have  igno- 
rance and  prejudice,  on  this  matter,  fettered  all  classes  of  the 
community,  that  they  hug  witli  the  most  tenacious  embrace  the 
viper  which  has  filled  with  its  deadly  poison  every  comer  of  the 
land.  They  want  rousing  by  a  mighty  and  united  effort;  and  the 
blessing  of  the  Almighty,  so  eminently  bestowed  on  the  endeavors 
of  our  American  brethren,  will  cheer  us  in  the  arduous  but  inter- 
esting work.  Certainly  we  have  never  received  a  more  convinc- 
ing and  persuasive  advocate  and  auxiliary  than  this  excellent '  Sixth 
Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society.'  " 

Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  views  of  the  most  sober  and  intelli- 
gent men  of  various  professions  and  employments  throughout  this 
and  other  countries.  And  such,  it  is  manifest,  as  licbt  increases, 
and  truth  ojperates,  is  fast  becoming  the  sentiment  oi  all.  In  the 
language  of  the  writer  already  referred  to,  ''  All  things  are  mani- 
festly tendmg  to  one  result — the  classuig  of  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  traffic  in  them,  as  a  violation  of  the  moral  law,  a 
crime,  equally  injurious  to  man,  and  displeasing  to  God."  As 
the  use  of  it  is  immoral,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  the  traffic  in  it  is  also  immoral,  and  as  much  more  wicked 
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than  the  use,  as  it  may  be  attended  with  more  lieht,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  ereater  mischief.  And  as  the  traffic  m  it  is  immoral, 
it  b  impossible  on  anjr  just  principles  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that 
the  laws  which  authorise  and  sanction  the  traffic,  by  licensing  men 
to  pursue  it,  and  thus  teach  to  the  community,  that  it  is  right, 
are  also  immoral.  These  are  all  parts  of  one  whole,  and  must 
stand  or  fall  together.  They  are,  one  and  all,  manifestly  and  highly 
immoral.  And  it  must  be  the  prayer  of  every  benevolent  person 
acquainted  with  this  subject,  that  they  may  be  viewed  and  treated 
as  such  throughout  the  world.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the 
cause  of  Temperance  be  triumphant.  And  the  Committee  would 
spare  no  pains,  by  the  use  of  suitable  means,  in  dependence  on 
God,  to  iusten,  as  much  as  possible,  this  glorious  consummation. 

And  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work  they  are  not  insensible,  nor 
would  they  overlook  the  fact,  that  some  persons  still  contend,  that 
the  Bible  docs  not  forbid  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit ;  nor  ibe 
traffic  in  it  to  be  used  as  a  drink;  nor  the  making  aiod  continuing 
of  laws  to  authorise  this  traffic,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it. 
And  as  this  traffic  is  authorised  by  law,  and  many,  olherwiBe  re- 
spectable men,  have  been  engaged  m  it,  they  contend  that  it  ou^t 
not  to  be  declared  to  W  immoral. 

Toward  such  persons,  the  Committee  would  feel  and  manifest 
nothing  but  kindness,  while  they  feel  bound  to  express  their  deep 
and  solemn  conviction,  thai  they  are  under  a  woful  mistake.  And 
they  would  labor  to  convince  diem  of  it,  and  to  induce  them  to 
renounce  it ;  for  they  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  mighty  barrier  to 
the  progress  of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  and  is  annually  de- 
stroying multitudes  of  their  fellow  men.  They  would,  therefore, 
eamesdy  request  the  attrition  of  a&  such  persons  to  the  foUowing 
considerations 
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THE  TRAFFIC  IN  ARDENT  SPIRIT, 

TO  BE  USED  AS  A  DRINK,  IS  A  VIOLATION  OF  THE  LAW  OF  GOD ; 

AND  IS  AN  IMMORALITY. 


But  it  is  said,  the  civil  law  allows  it;  therefore  it  is  not  an  immo- 
rality. That  this  traffic  is  licensed  by  the  civil  law,  is  admitted.  But 
this  neither  makes  it  moral,  or  proves  that  it  is  so.  The  law  itself 
may  be  immoral.  It  has  often  been  the  case  with  laws.  Of  this, 
Jehovah  complained,  Isa.  x.  i.  2.  '^  Wo  unto  them  that  decree 
unrighteous  decrees  —  that  take  away  the  right  from  the  poor  of 
my  people,  that  widows  may  be  their  prey,  and  that  they  may  rob 
the  fatherless."  No  decrees,  probably,  or  laws,  have  ever  made 
so  many  wives  widows,  and  children  fatherless  snd  wretched, 
as  those  which  decreed  that  men  might  sell  ardent  spirit;  and  none 
ever  made  such  mighty  havoc  with  the  character  and  souls  of  men. 
Immoral  acts,  are  not  less  really  immoral  because  the  laws  aUow 
them;  nor  the  laws  less  immoral,  because  tltey  exist  in  ChristiaD 
lands.  The  laws,  in  some  cases,  license  gambling  houses,  and  in 
other  cases,  brothels.  They  license  even  the  slave  trade,  and 
the  selling  of  indulgences  for  the  couimission  of  sin.  But  are 
not  those  practices  immoral?  And  are  not  the  laws  which  license 
them,  immoral?  And  are  not  those  immoralities  more  aggravated, 
from  the  fact  that  they  exist,  or  hive  existed,  in  Christian  lands? 
Morality  is  accordance  with  law;  immorality  is  contrariety  to  law; 
not  always  to  human  law,  but  the  divine  law.  The  standard  of 
morality,  or  immorality,  is  not  human  law.  That,  like  man,  may 
be  wrong.  But  it  is  the  divine  law.  What  accords  with  that,  b 
moral;  and  what  is  against  it,  or  opposed  to  it,  is  immoral.  And 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man,  by  legislation,  or  in  any  other  way, 
to  make  it  otherwise  than  immoral. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  correct,  to  say  that  a  practice  which  b  con- 
trary to  the  divine  law,  is  not  an  immorality,  because  human  laws 
allow  it;  or  that  it  is  an  immorality  when  prosecuted  by  one 
person  who  has  light  on  the  subject,  and  knows  it  to  be  contrary 
to  the  divine  law,  and  not  an  immorality  when  practised  by  a  man 
that  does  not  know  this.  The  morality  or  immoralUy  of  an  ac- 
tion does  not  depend  on  the  lights  or  knowledge  which  a  person 
may  Aave,  but  on  its  accordance  with,  or  contrariety  to,  the  divine 
law.  The  guilt  of  the  person,  or  his  liableness  to  punishment,  in 
practising  an  immorality  is  varied  by  the  lieht  which  he  has,  or 
which,  if  he  used  proper  means,  he  might  nave  on  the  subject; 
but  not  the  immoraliQr  oi  the  practice  itself.  That  depends  solely 
upon  diis,  whether  it  b,  or  b  not  in  accordance  with  the 
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law.  The  standard  of  morality,  or  immoralitv,  does  not  vary 
with  the  conviction  and  opinions  of  men,  but  is  nxed  and  unchang- 
able  as  the  law  of  Grod.  Morality  is  ^cordance  with  that  law, 
and  immorality  contrariety  to  that  law.  The  killing  of  infants  by 
mothers,  in  heathen  lands,  is  an  immorali^,  and  ought  to  be 
universally  abandoned;  though  some  mothers  do  not  know  this 
truth.  Their  guilt  may  vary  according  to  the  knowledge  which 
they  have,  or  might  have;  but  the  immorality  of  the  practice, 
which  is  measured  by  another  standard,  remains  unchanged. 

So  when  it  is  decWed  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used 
as  a  drink,  is  an  immorality,  the  meaning  is,  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  divine  law;  a  practice  which  that  law  forbids  and  condemns. 
Of  course  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  ^U  of  the  men  who 
prosecute  this  traffic;  their  liability  to  pumshment  may  depend 
somewhat  upon  the  light  which  they  have,  or  might  have  on  the 
subject;  but  not  the  immorality,  as  compared  with  the  divine  law, 
of  the  traffic  itself. 

And  the  object  of  proclaiming  that  the  traffic  b  immoral,  and  of 
showmg  that  it  is  immoral,  is  to  lead  those  who  doubt,  or  diBbe- 
lieve,  to  examine  the  evidence  of  this  truth;  and  to  lead  them,  if 
practicable,  to  abandon  the  inunorali^,  and  thus  escape  its  awful 
retribution,  and  prevent  its  destructive  effects  upon  their  fellow 
men.  Their  disbelief  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the  practice, 
nor  does  it  lessen  the  ruin  which  it  produces  to  others. 

But  it  is  said,  '^  you  did  not,  a  few  years  ago,  think  the  traffic  to 
be  contrary  to  the  divine  law.  And  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that  it 
is  contrary  to  the  divine  law,  now?  Has  the  divine  law,  that 
unerring  standard  of  morality,  changed;  so  that  things  which  once 
were  not  inmioral,  now  are  immoral?  Is  the  divine  law  improv- 
ed?" We  answer,  no.  But  our  understanding  of  it  may  be  im- 
proved; so  that  what  was  immoral,  though  we  did  not  see  it,  may 
now  be  seen  in  its  true  light.  That  poligamy  was  once  not  seen 
to  be  contrary  to  the  divme  law,  does  not  prove  that  it  was  not  so; 
any  more  than  the  (act,  that  the  licensing  of  gambling  bouses,  is, 
by  some,  not  believed  to  be  contrary  to  the  divine  law,  now 
proves  that  it  is  not  so. 

For  a  practice  to  be  contrary  to  the  divine  law,  and  of  course, 
immoral,  is  one  thing;  and  for  it  to  be  believed,  or  known  to  be 
contrary  to  the  divine  law,  is  quite  another  thing.  The  belief  or 
disbelief  of  a  man  concerning  any  moral  practice,  does  not 
change  its  nature.  One  does  not  depend  on  the  other.  The  fact 
that  the  slave  trade  was  once  not  thought  to  be  inomoral,  does  not 
prove  that  it  was  not  so;  or  that  the  practice  of  nations,  founded 
upon  clearer  and  better  views,  in  denouncing  it  as  piracy  is  not  right. 

When  men  thought  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  was  in  accordimce 
with  die  divine  hw,  tbey  ttiought.  that  the  drmkiog  of  it  W9S  usefi^ 
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and  of  course  proper.  This  is  now  known  to  be  false.  AH,  even 
apparent,  foundation  for  the  former  opinion,  therefore,  is  by  facts 
swept  away.  Of  course  all  foundation  even  for  the  supposed 
propriety  of  licensing  the  traffic,  is  swept  away  with  it.  The 
fact  that  men,  in  times  past,  did  not  con«?ider  the  traffic  as  contra- 
ry to  the  divine  law,  instead  of  proving  that  it  was  not  contrary  to 
it,  only  proves  that  they  were  under  a  gross  delusion;  which  de- 
lusion has  been  sweeping  its  millions  down  to  death. 

"  But  the  Bible,"  it  is  said,  "does  not  forbid  this  traffic." 

That  the  Bible  does  not  mention  it  by  name,  and  say  in  so  many 
words,  it  is  wicked,  is  admitted.  And  as  ardent  spirit  was  not 
known  till  hundreds  of  years  after  the  Bible  was  written,  there  is 
a  good  reason  why  it  should  not  mention  it.  But  it  does  not  fol- 
low from  this,  that  the  Bible  does  not  forbid  the  drinking  of  it, 
and  the  traffic  in  it,  and  the  making  of  laws  to  license  this  traffic. 
Nor  does  it  foUow  that  they  are  not  all  immoralities.  What  does 
the  Bible  say,  by  name,  about  gambling?  about  killing  a  man  with 
a  pistol?  The  words  are  not  once  named  in  the  whole  book.  But 
it  does  not  follow,  even  if  some  men  do  not  know  it,  that  they 
are  not  both  gross  immoralities,  and  both  forbidden. 

The  killing  of  children  with  poison,  by  heathen  mothers,  or 
drunken  fathers,  is  forbidden  in  the  Bible;  though  it  does  not  say 
in  those  words  exactly,  that  such  a  father  or  mother  shall  not 
poison  a  child.  Still  it  is  an  immorality,  and  it  is  forbidden.  And 
should  human  laws  allow  it,  and  license  men  to  do  it;  and  even  if 
it  never  had  been  known  by  some,  to  be  wrong,  till  now,  still  it 
would  remain  a  truth,  that  it  always  was  wrong,  contrary  to  the 
Bible, — was  always  forbidden,  and  was  always  an  immorality. 

The  Bible  is  not  constructed  on  the  plan  of  mentioning  every 
practice  by  name,  and  saying  in  so  many  words,  it  is  right,  or 
wrong;  but  on  the  plan  of  revealing  certain  great  principles  of 
right  and  wrong,  by  which  every  practice  in  which  men  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  engage,  may  be  tried;  and  be  seen  to  be  right  or 
wrong.  The  proper  question  is  not,  does  the  Bible  mention  this, 
or  that  thing  by  name;  but  do  the  principles  of  the  Bible  approve, 
or  condemn  it?  When  the  nature  of  the  thing  is  seen  in  the  light 
of  its  effects,  is  it  found  to  accord  with  those  principles,  or  to 
violate  them?  If  it  is  found  to  violate  them,  it  is  forbidden.  It 
is  an  immorality,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned.  And  as  certainly 
as  the  Bible  shall  govern  men,  it  will  be  abandoned  throughout  the 
earth. 

What  then  are  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit, 
to  be  used  as  a  drink?  What  is  the  nature  of  this  traffic,  as  man- 
ifested by  its  effects?  Does  it  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
Bible,  or  does  it  violate  them?  This  is  the  question  to  determine 
its  morality,  or  immorality.     And  it  is  the  only  questicn.     What 
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then  are  the  principles  of  the  Bible,  by  which  this  traffic  is  to  be 
tried? 

One  of  them  is  in  Matthew  vi.  13.  "  Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil.'*  This  is  a  principle  so  important, 
that  the  Saviour  of  men,  who  was  willing,  for  their  good,  even  to 
die,  would  have  them  in  their  supplications  and  conduct,  daily 
regard  it.  Does  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink, 
tend  to  lead  men  into  temptation;  and  give  to  temptation  peculiar 
power  to  overcome  them,  so  tliat  they  fall  by  it  into  sin,  when 
they  otlierwise  would  not  fall?  And  is  this  its  natural  tendency? 
If  it  is,  the  Bible  forbids  it;  and  to  pursue  it,  is  manifestly  an 
immorality.     What  tiien  are  tlie  facts? 

I.  With  regard  to  the  sin  of  idleness,  that  prolific  parent  of 
sins;  does  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  tend  to  make  men  idle? 

From  a  careful  investigation  of  Almshouses  in  various  states 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  found  that  of  all  the  persons 
who,  by  idleness  and  improvidence,  have  been  reduced  to  pover- 
ty, from  two-thirds  to  seven-eighths  were  intemperate  ;  and  that 
more  than  nineteen-twentieths  drank  ardent  spirit.  More  tlian  ten 
times  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number  are  reduced  by  idle- 
ness and  dissipation  to  poverty,  from  those  who  drink  ardent 
spirit,  as  from  those  who  do  not  drink  it.  Hence  it  is  certain 
that  it  leads  them  into  temptation,  and  instead  of  delivering  them 
-  from  evil,  or  having  any  tendency  to  do  it,  it  exposes  them  the  more 
to  evil,  and  gives  to  that  evil  peculiar  power  to  overcome  and 
destroy  them.  The  traffic  in  it  is  thus  palpably  at  variance  witli 
the  law  of  God,  and  opposed  to  his  will  as  revealed  in  the  Bible. 
It  is  an  immorality. 

Of  253  paupers  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  New  York,  24G  were 
made  such  by  ardent  spirit.  Of  1 134  in  the  county  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  1059  were  made  paupers  in  the  same  way.  Of  3000 
admitted  to  the  Almshouse  in  Salem,  Mass.,  the  superintend- 
ent, who  is  as  well  able  to  judge  as  any  other  man,  states  that,  in 
his  opinion,  2900  were  brought  there  by  mtemperance.  Of  572 
men  in  the  Almshouse  in  New  York,  the  superintendent  states, 
tliat  there  are  not  20  that  can  be  called  sober  men;  and  that  of 
601  women,  he  doubts  whether  50  of  them  can  be  called  sober. 
95  drunkards  were  committed  to  tlie  Penitentiary  in  Boston  in  a 
single  month. 

Of  1969  paupers  in  different  Almshouses,  1790,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  were  brought  there 
by  spirituous  liquor;  and  of  4969,  in  different  Almshouses,  4690 
were  brought  there  in  the  same  way.  And  very  few  individuals 
are  found  in  any  Almshouse,  but  what  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using  strong  drink.  It  has  been  tlie  grand  cause  of  pauperism 
throughout  the  United  States. 
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Let  the  traffic  in  it  cease,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  pauper- 
ism of  the  United  States  will  cease  with  it.  Husbands  and  fathers, 
now  more  than  dead,  would,  in  great  numbers  be  restored  to  their 
more  than  widowed  wives,  and  their  doubly  orphan  children.  It 
is  then  an  immorality, 

II.  Look  at  it  m  another  light,  as  increasing  the  power  of 
temptation  to  the  commission  of  crime.  What  are  the  &cts?  Four 
rimes  as  many  crimes  are  conunitted  in  places  in  which  it  is  sold, 
as  in  places  in  which  it  is  not  sold.  And  in  a  number  of  cases 
.  after  the  sale  of  it  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  use  of  it  has  ceas- 
ed, the  criminal  docket  has  been  cleared,  and  the  jails  become 
comparatively  empty.  It  increases  tlien  the  power  of  temptation 
to  crime,  and  is  mus  a  palpable  violation  of  the  revealed  will  of 
God. 

In  the  county  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  145  persons  were 
committed  to  prison  in  one  year.  The  sheriff  classes  them  as 
follows  :  temperate  16;  doubtful  22;  intemperate  117.  But  all 
of  them,  it  appears,  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking  spirit.  And  an 
old  respectable  inhabitant  of  the  county,  who  was  present  at  the 
examination,  states,  that  while  he  approves  of  the  caution  of  the 
sheriff  in  making  the  classification,  he  does  not  believe  that  a  single 
person  was  committed  during  the  year,  who  was  strictly  temperate. 

In  the  same  county,  there  were  assisted  as  paupers,  117; 
classed  by  the  overseer,  as  follows  :  not  from  intemperance  3 ; 
doubtful  20  ;  obviously  from  intemperance  94. 

Prom  the  25th  Nov.  to  the  25tli  Dec.  1833,  114  persons 
were,  for  various  crimes,  committed  to  the  Albany  jail, — 82  of 
whom  are  stated,  by  the  intelligent  deputy-sheriff,  to  be  intem- 
perate,— 14  of  the  remaining  32  were  knouii  to  be  free  drinkers 
of  ardent  spirit.  The  remaining  18  were  doubtful  cases,  having 
come  from  a  distance,  and  having  had  time  to  become  sober 
before  reaching  the  jail.  But  from  the  nature  of  tlieir  crimes, 
assaults  and  battery,  whipping  their  wives,  and  abusing  their  child- 
ren, litde  doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  the  exciting  cause.  The 
whole  number  of  committals  during  the  year  ending  19th  Dec, 
was  1216.  During  the  year  there  has  been  more  than  one 
hundred  cases  of  delirium  tremens,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
them  females.  The  indefatigable  police  justice  states  that  there 
is  hardly  a  case  of  committal  wiUiout  rum  being  the  exciting 
cause.  Here,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  Almshouse.  In 
one  year  the  superintendent  states,  that  633  persons  have  been 
received  there.  He  classes  them  as  follows  :  SIX  HUNDRED 
AND  SIXTEEN  brought  there  directly  or  indirectly  by  mm ; 
one  an  insane  person  ;  seventeen  others  being  sent  from  remote 
towns  in  the  county  could  not  be  ascertained  to  a  certainty,  but  the 
cause  of  this  poverty  can  hardly  be  doubted.    Two  hundred  and 
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ninety-seven  persons  were  in  the  Almsiiouse  when  the  present 
incumbent  took  charge,  so  that  NINE  HUNDRED  AND 
THIRTY  have  been  relieved  at  the  public  expense  during  tlie 
year, — these  added  to  the  commitments  to  the  jail,  make  TWO 
THOUSAND  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SIX  in 
Jail  and  Poor-house  during  the  year, — about  one  to  ever}'  fourteen 
of  the  whole  population  ! !  ! 

Of  643  who  were  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction  in 
Boston,  in  one  year,  453  were  drunkards.  And  the  keeper  states, 
that  intemperance  is  almost  the  sole  cause  of  commitments,  and 
ihat  he  does  not  believe,  there  were  ten  among  the  irAo/e,  who 
toere  not  intemperate. 

An  examination  has  lately  been  made,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society,  of  the  Institutions  in  the  city  for  the 
support  of  paupers  and  the  punishment  of  criminals.  The  result 
shows  that  the  prosecution  and  support  of  tlie  intemperate  lias 
cost  the  city,  within  the  last  ten  years,  about  $500,000.  One 
person  has  been  committed  to  the  House  of  Industry  twenty-two 
times.  Others  have  been  committed  ten,  twelve,  and  fifteen 
times  each.  Fifty  persons  have  been  committed  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one  times;  upon  an  average,  more  than  six  times  each. 
Of  these  forty-five  were  drunkards. 

The  following  facts  have  been  published  by  the  Council  of  the 
State  Temperance  Society : 

"  Plain  Facts,  showing  over  five  hundred  thovsand  dollars^ 

J  aid  in  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Pauperism,  Vice,  and  Crime,  in 
loston,  for  ten  years,  from  April,  1824,  to  April,  1834,  obtained 
from  official  sources. 

Criminal  Jaih — 9936  commitments  in  ten  years,  at  an  expense 
of  $5K),797  49,  as  taken  from  the  records. 

Debtors'  Jail, — 9306  commitments  for  debt  in  ten  years,  at  an 
expense  of  $137,921  44,  estimating  the  cost  to  creditor  and 
-debtor,  including  the  costs  of  suit,  elation  of  creditor,  expense  of 
bail,  fee  of  turnkey,  price  of  board?  loss  of  time  (at  fifty  cents  per 
day),  and  fee  for  oath,  for  ten  ^ears. 

House  of  Correction. — 5611  cases  of  conviction,  and  sentence 
to  the  House  of  Correct^n  in  ten  years,  at  an  expense  of 
$78,251  25. 

House  of  Industry. — 7588  admitted  to  the  House  of  Industr}' 
in  ten  years,  at  an  expense  above  their  earnings,  $194,087  67. 

Grand  total  of  expenses  for  these  four  institutions,  $431,057  85 
for  ten  years.     Add  to  the  foregoing  the  expense  of  out-door 

£oor,  furnished  by  the  City  Audit(»:,  viz.  $131,370  92,  and  we 
ave  the  enormous  sum  of  $562,428  77  !  and  of  cases,  32,441, 
which  averages  over  $50,000  expenditure  per  allium  for  Pau- 
pensm,  Vice  and  Crime,  every  year  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  tba 
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city  of  Boston.  We  leave  out  of  the  estimate  other  institution, 
rendered  necessary  from  the  same  cause,  and  the  interest  on  the 
capital  invested  in  Jail,  House  of  Correction,  and  other  insti- 
tutions. 

Fellow-Citizens, — Why  this  expenditure  of  over  one  hall*  a 
million  of  dollars?  Let  the  Judges  of  our  Courts,  the  Sheriff  and 
other  offices  of  our  Prison^  the  Superintendents  of  our  House  of 
Industry^  and  House  of  Correction^  with  their  Directors  and 
Overseers,  and  their  Physician^  be  heard  in  their  answer  to  the 
following  questions,  recently  proposed  to  each  separate  depart- 
ment of  the  Institutions  referred  to,  as  they  gave  it,  indepeiideni 
of  others  : 

What  is  the  cause  of  these  commitments  ? 

'  In  regard  to  the  Criminal  Jail,  I  am  induced  to  believe  thai 
i.vKi2  than  half  of  the  prisoners  have  been  in  the  habit  of  indul^s: 
in  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  probably  more  than  hall* 
the  commitments  were  caused  by  intemperance. 

Boston^  April  10,  1834.  Stephen  Badlam* 

Mr.  Badlam  held  the  office  of  jailer  in  Boston  more  than  iliir- 
teen  years. 

'  Of  those  committed  to  the  criminal  department  of  our  jail,  I 
have  ho  doubt  that  more  than  tliree-quarters  are  hard  drinkers,  and 
considerably  more  than  half  confirmed  drunkards. 

Boston^  Jipril  9,  1834.  Joshua  Flint,  Physician.' 

'  I  believe  that  about  tliree -fourths  of  the  criminals,  and  that 
about  half  of  ihe  debtors,  in  all  our  jails,  are  addicted  to  intem- 
perance. C.  P.  Sumner. 

JlpHl  24,  1834/ 

Mr.  Sumner  has  been  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  county  about  seven 
years. 

'  House  of  Corrzction,  South  Boston,  April  7,  1834. 

Since  my  first  appointmont  as  Assistant  Master  of  the  House 
of  Correction  on  the  6th  of  June,  1823,  all  the  prisoners  have 
been  under  my  immediate  obseivation. 

Of  those  committed  by  the  Police  Court,  which  are  as  30S3, 
to  228,  nineteen  out  of  twenty  have  delirium  tremens.  Of  tliose 
committed  by  the  Municipal  Court,  vrhich  are  as  228  to  3083, 1 
cannot  judge  from  their  appearance,  as  ihey  are  sometimes  con- 
fined in  jail  before  trial.  But,  from  careful  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion, and  many  of  them  having  been  committed  previously  for 
intemperance,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  (with  very  slight 
exception),  that  all  who  have  been  sentenced  here  for  the  various 
crimes  and  offences  against  the  peace,  originated  from  iDtem- 
perance  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

Charles  Robbins,  Master  of  Ibuee  of  Cut.' 


Overseers  of  the 
House  of 
Correction. 


401 J  SEVENTH  REPORT. — 1834.  63 

Mr.  Robbins  has  held  the  office  of  Master  since  June,  1833. 
Before  that  time,  for  ten  years,  he  was  Assistant  Master. 

'  The  Overseers  of  the  House  of  Correction  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  having  been  requested  to  make  a  statement  of  their  opin- 
ion,— how  far  the  habit  of  intemperate  drinking  has  been  instru- 
mental in  producing  the  crimes  for  which  the  inmates  of  that 
house  have  been  sentenced  to  confinement,  have  used  their  best 
judgment  in  the  consideration  of  this  interesting  question,  and 
have  come  to  the  result  by  an  average  of  their  individual  opinions, 
that  seven-eighths  of  all  the  sentences  of  imprisonments  were 
occasioned  more  or  less  direcdy  by  the  vice  of  mtemperance. 

LuTHUR  Faulkner, 

Daniel  Hastings, 

William  T.  Andrews, 

George  Darracott, 

Billings  Briggs, 
Boston,  April  28,  1834.' 

'  I  certify  diat  of  the  many  persons  who  have  been  subjects  of 
criminal  punishment  within  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  since  I  have  been  judge  of  the  same,  three-fourths,  at 
leaat,  have  reason  to  impute  their  disgrace  and  ruin  to  the  intem- 
perate use  of  ardent  spirits.  P.  0.  Thatcher. 

Boston,  ApHl  15,  1834.' 

Hon.  P.  0.  Thatcher  has  been  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court 
since  May,  1823. 

*  I  have  been  a  Justice  of  the  Police  Court  for  the  city  of 
Boston  from  its  establishment  to  the  present  time,  twelve  years, 
and  am  of  opinion  that  three-quarters  of  the  criminal  conduct 
complained  of  in  that  Court,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquor.  William  Simmons 

Boston,  April  17,  1834.' 

^  I  concur  in  the  foregoing  opinion. 

John  Gray  Rogers,  One  of  the  Just,  of  P.  C 

Boston,  April  17,  1834. 

'  During  the  short  time  which  I  have  acted  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Police  Court,  I  have  seen  and  heard  enough  to  satisfy  me  that 
the  above  statement  is  substantially  correct. 

Boston,  April  17,  1834.  James  C.  Merrill. 

JVhat  is  the  principal  catise  of  all  this  crime  ?' 
'  Having  been  an  officer  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison  since 
June,  1828,  I  should  not  doubt  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  con- 
victs committed  to  this  institution,  from  the  city  of  Boston,  were 
persons  who  had  been  in  the  habitual  practice  of  itsing  ardent 
<ipints  to  excess ;  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  men,  on  their 
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reception,  it  is  probable  that  seven-eighths  of  those  received  were 
of  xhe  same  character,  Charles  Lincoln, 

Warden  of  the  Mass.  State  Prison.' 

IV hat  is  the  great  cause  of  this  amount  of  Pauperismy  atid 
expense  for  its  support  ? 

'  The  whole  number  of  inmates  of  the  House  of  lDdustn% 
or  Almshouse  at  South  Boston  during  the  year  1833,  was  1273^ 
of  whom  930  were  adults,  and  343  children. 

Of  tlve  adults,  there  have  been  intemperate,  670  ;  supposed  lo 
be  temperate,  principally  insane,  idiotic  and  disabled,  101  ; 
unknown,  probably  a  majority  of  them  intemperate,  159. 

Of  the  343  children,  there  ai'e  known  to  have  had  intemperate 
parents,  257  ;  and  of  the  remaining  86,  not  twenty  are  known  to 
have  been  the  offspring  of  temperate  fatliers  and  mothers. 

This  statement,  concerning  the  proportion  of  intemperate  in  ilie 
House,  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  1833.  Since 
tliat  period,  I  have  ascertained  that  three  of  tlie  101  supposed  to 
be  temperate,  were  drunkards.  And  I  Irave  no  doubt  tliat  at  least 
three  fourths  of  the  159,  whose  former  liabits  are  returned  as 
unknown,  have  been  drunkards. 

Artemas  Simonds,  Superintendant. 

House  of  Industry  J  April  8,  1834.' 

Of  119  commitments,  the  last  year,  to  the  State  Prison  in 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  it  appears  that  100,  at  least,  were 
occasioned  by  intemperance.  And  die  15  recommitments,  were 
all  occasioned  in  the  same  way.  Of  120  in  the  State  Prison  at 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  more  dian  90  were  intemperate.  Of 
647  in  die  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  467  were  deci- 
dedly intemperate  ;  and  of  134  in  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus> 
Ohio,  only  36  even  pretended  to  be  temperate  men.  And  nearly 
all,  in  all  the  above  cases,  when  at  liberty,  drank  ardent  spirit 
freely;  and  in  a  great  portion  of  the  cases,  persons  not  classed 
among  the  intemperate,  committed  the  crimes  for  which  they  were 
imprisoned,  when  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  drink.  From 
two-thirds,  to  four-fifths  of  all  the  crimes  committed,  appear  to  be 
occasioned  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor.  It  leads  men  into 
temptation.  It  gives  to  temptation  a  peculiarly  destructive  power; 
and  multitudes  are  ruined,  when  they  otherwise  would  not  be.  The 
furnishing  of  it,  is  of  course  a  sin,  and  forbidden  by  the  Word  of 
God.  Of  44  persons  found  dead,  the  Coroner's  inquest  is,  that 
38  of  them  came  to  their  death  by  intoxicating  drink.  And  of  44 
cases  of  murder,  investigated  by  three  attorneys,  43  of  them  were 
committed  either  by  intemperate  persons,  or  by  persons,  or  upon 
persons,  under  the  influence  of  liquor.* 

*  Appendix  D. 


403]  SEVENTH  REPORT. — 1834.  65 

Look  at  it  In  another  light,  as  increasing  the  temptation  to 
drunkenness,  and  giving  to  that  temptation  peculiar  power.  What 
are  the  facts  with  regard  to  this  ?  More  than  ten  times  as  many 
of  those  in  the  United  States,  who  drink  ardent  spirit,  become 
drunkards,  as  of  those  who  do  not  drink  it.  It  is  indeed  the  grand 
cause  of  prevailing  drunkenness,  throughout  the  country.  And  is 
drunkenness  forbidden  ;  and  yet  the  furnishing  of  the  natural,  the 
known  and  the  principal  cause  of  drunkenness,  not  forbidden  ?  Is 
drunkenness  an  immorality;  and  yet  the  prosecution  of  a  business 
which  increases  more  than  four-fold  the  number  of  dninkards,  not 
an  immorality?  Will  drunkards  be  shut  out  of  heaven  and  drunk- 
ard-makers not  be  condemned  ?  As  drunkenness  is  an  immo- 
rality; continuing  to  furnish  the  natural,  the  known  cause  of  it,  is 
also  an  immorality.  It  increases  the  power  of  temptation,  and 
makes  men  more  wicked,  and  more  wretched,  than  they  other- 
wise would  be.  It  is  of  course  a  violation  of  a  great  principle  of 
the  Bible,  an  immorality,  which  is  forbidden  by  the  word  of  God. 

III.  Another  principle  of  the  Bible,  is,  ''  Thou  shah  not  kDl." 
(Ex.  XX.  13.) 

It  does  not  say,  thou  shalt  not  kill  with  a  knife,  a  pistol,  or  a 
halter  ;  nor  does  it  say  thou  shalt  not  kill  with  opium  or  arsenic  ; 
nor  does  it  say  thou  shalt  not  kill  in  an  instant,  or  a  day,  or  with 
malice  prepense,  or  a  real  intention,  at  the  time,  to  kill;  or  for 
the  sake  of  making  money.  But  it  lays  down  the  broad  principle, 
and  throws  around  that  inestimable  treasure,  human  life,  the  mighty 
rampart  of  divine  command,  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill."  This  com- 
mand utterly  forbids  the  taking  away  of  human  life,  by  any  means, 
in  any  case,  except  for  good  reasons;  reasons,  in  view  of  which, 
the  Bible  justifies  and  requires  the  act. 

If  a  man  throw  a  stumbling-block  into  the  highway  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sport,  or  to  save  himself  the  trouble  of  removing  it,  when 
he  has  reason  to  believe,  that  it  will  endanger  human  life,  and  a 
man  is  killed  by  it,  he  violates  this  command.  If  a  man  let  loose 
a  beast  which  he  knows  is  wont  to  kill,  and  it  does  kill,  he  violates 
this  command;  and  in  such  a  mamier,  that  Jehovah,  in  righteous- 
ness, when  judging  among  men,  commanded  that  such  a  man  should 
be  put  to  death.  We  aie  not  required  to  execute  that  law  now. 
But  the  reason  of  the  law  remains.  It  is  founded  in  justice,  and 
its  principle  will  be  carried  into  execution  at  the  Great  Day. 

If  a  man  pursue  a  business,  or  do  an  act,  the  natural  or 
probable  consequences  of  which  are  death,  and  it  produces  death, 
he  violates  this  command.  It  is  an  immoral  business,  or  ace,  and 
is  forbidden  by  the  word  of  God. 

What  then  are  the  natural  and  probable  consequences,  of  sell- 
ing ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink  ?     Does  it  tend  to  kill  ? 
And  does  it  really  kill.^    What  are  the  facts  .^    In  the  judgment  of 
6*  9 
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the  inosl  eminent  and  sober  physicians,  the  highest  evidence  in 
such  cases,  and  that  which  is  relied  on,  in  courts  of  justice,  the 
fact:?  are,  that  ardent  spirit  is  not  suited  for  a  drink,  and  cannot  be 
used  as  such  without  injury;  that  it  is  a  poison^  which  naturally 
tends  to  kill;  and  actually  does  kill  a  great  portion  of  all  who  drink 
it.     (See  V.  Report  Am.  Temp.  Soc.  pp.  79,  93,  94,  95,  &c.) 

As  a  specimen  of  the  opinion  of  medical  men,  take  the  follow- 
ing examples,  viz. 

The  testimony  of  75  Physicians  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. — 
''■  Men  in  health  are  never  benefitted  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirit: 
on  the  contrar}^,  the  us^of  it  is  a  frequent  cause  of  disease  and 
death;  and  often  renders  such  diseases  as  arise  from  other  causes, 
more  difficult  of  cure  and  more  fatal  in  their  termination." 

The  testimony  of  forty-five  physicians  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. — 
''  Ardent  spirit  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  absolutely  injurious 
in  a  healthful  state  of  the  system;  it  produces  many^  and  ^;gra- 
vates  most  of  the  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable — h 
is  equally  poisonous  with  arsenic,  operating  sometimes  more  slow- 
ly, but  with  equal  certainty."  Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  great 
l)ody  of  Physicians  in  the  United  States. 

The  testimony  of  Physicians  in  England,  which  was  presented 
to  the  British  Parliament. 

Physicians  of  Bradford. — ''  Tn  oiu*  opinion  nothing  woidd  temi  so 
much  to  the  health  of  the  communitv  as  tlio  entire  disuse  of  ardent 
spirit  ;  which  we  consider  as  one  of  the  most  productive  causes 
of  disease  and  immoralitv." 

Physicians  of  Cheltenham,   England. — '•  Ardent  spirit,  as  an 

article  of  diet,  has  not  the  property  of  preventing  the  accession 

'    of  any  romplaint,  but  may  be  considered  as  the  principal  source 

of  numerous  and  formidable  diseases,  and  the  principal  cause  of 

the  \)overty,  disease  and  crime  which  abound  in  the  countr} /' 

Piiysicians  of  Dublin,  Ireland. — ''  In  our  opinion  nothing  would 
tend  so  much  to  improve  the  health  of  the  community  as  the  en- 
tire disuse  of  ardent  spirit.'' 

Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. — ^' The  entire  disuse  of 
ardent  spirit,  would  powerfully  contribute  to  improve  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  community." 

Physicians  of  Leith,  Scotland. — ''  Ardent  spirits,  in  any  form 
are  highly  prejudicial  to  health — they  contain  no  nutritive  qual- 
ity, on  the  contrary,  the  daily  use  of  them  often  gives  rise  to 
disease,  and  leads  to  poverty,  misery  and  death." 

Similar  testimony  has  been  given,  the  past  year,  by  several  tlioii- 
sands  of  physicians,  both  in  this  countr)',  and  in  Europe.  Similar 
testimony  had  been  given  by  numerous  physicians  before,  and  the 
tnitli  of  it  had  been  exemplified  by  the  bills  of  mortality  throughout 
the  world. 
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Can  any  one  doubt  then,  but  that  ardent  spirit  tends  to  kill,  and 
that  it  actually  does  kill?  Can  it  be,  as  testi6ed  by  the  most  emi- 
nent physicians,  a  poison,  the  drinkine  of  which  is  not  only  need- 
less, but  hurtful ;  a  principal  cause  of  disease  and  death,  and  not 
kill?  And  can  men  carr^'  on  the  business  of  furnishing  it,  and 
not  break  the  command,  ''  Thou  shalt  not  kill?"  It  is  impossible. 

A  physician  from  tlie  State  of  New  York,  writes,  that  he  has 
lived  more  than  forty  years  in  a  town,  which,  at  the  last  census, 
contained  less  than  5,400  inhabitants;  that  the  whole  number  of 
deaths,  of  adult  males,  from  December,  1829  to  January,  1834, 
was  25;  that  16  of  them  were  drunkards;  and  two  of  the  other  nine 
were  young  men,  who  were  suddenly  killed.  The  average  age 
of  the  drunkards  was  44|  and  they  lived  after  they  became 
drunkards  11|-  years.  The  average  age  of  the  seven  who  died  a 
natural  death  was  74 i^  years.*  Here  is  a  difference  between  the 
life  of  the  sober  and  the  drunken,  of  about  30  years.  Dr.  Cheyne 
of  Dublin,  after  more  than  20  years  extensive  practice,  has  given 
it  as  his  opinion,  that,  let  10  young  men  begin  at  21  years  of  age, 
to  use  but  one  glass  of  ardent  spirit,  of  two  oz.  a  day,  and  never 
increase  the  quantity,  such  are  its  poisonous  qualities,  9  out  of  10 
will  upon  an  average,  shorten  life  more  than  ten  years.  But  let 
us  take  only  half  of  this,  and  two-thirds  of  the  other  number. 
Suppose  that  moderate  drinking  shortens  life  upon  an  average,  five 
years,  and  dnmkenness  20;  that  we  have  only  five  moderate 
drinkers  to  one  drunkard,  and  that  there  are  300,000  drunkards 
in  tlie  United  States,  it  would  cut  off  in  the  course  of  30  years 
40,000,000  years  of  human  life.  This  would  be  equal  to  the 
loss  of  20  years  of  human  life  for  2,000,000  men.  Who  can  avoid 
the  conclusion,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a 
drink,  tends  to  kill,  and  that  it  docs  kill,  and  is,  of  course,  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  law  of  God? 

But  it  is  said,  it  is  not  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  which  kills,  or 
that  makes  men  idle,  and  vicious;  but  it  is  the  drinking  of  it. 
The  immorality  attaches  only  to  that,  not  to  the  selling  of  it.  But 
does  not  the  selling  minister  to  the  drinking?  and  does  it  not  teach 
that  the  drinking  is  right?  and  thus  tend  to  perpetuate  and  increase 
it?  And  is  not  the  promotion  of  immorality,  immoral?  The 
perpetuating,  and  increasing  of  vice,  vicious? 

As  well  may  the  traitor,  who  furnishes  arms  and  ammunition  to 
the  enemy  in  time  of  war,  say,  that  it  is  not  tlie  furnishing  of  arms 
to  the  enemy  that  does  die  mischief;  it  is  only  the  using  of  them. 
Of  course  the  crime  of  treason  attaches  only  to  that.  But  would 
this  save  him  from  the  gallows? 

Others  might  say,  that  it  is  not  the  making  of  firearms  for 

*  The  Committee  of  the  New  Tork  State  Temperance  Society  lay  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  thia  man,  and  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  his  statement. 
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the  enemy,  or  the  selling  of  them  by  wholesale,  but  that  it  is 
dealing  them  out  by  retail,  that  does  the  mischief;  of  course,  if 
the  crime  of  treason  is  to  be  extended  to  any  thing  beside  the  use, 
it  should  be  confined  to  the  retailing  of  firearms  to  the  enemy. 
But  would  this  save  them?  Is  not  the  making  of  firearms  for  the 
enemy,  the  transporting  of  them  to  him,  the  leasing  of  store- 
houses in  which  to  keep  them,  and  the  selling  of  them,  by  whole- 
sakj  as  well  as  retail,  all  treason  ?  The  common  sense  of  man- 
kind has  decided  this  question.  If  the  use  of  them  is  wrong,  the 
making  and  furnishing  of  them,  to  be  used,  is  also  wrong. 

Is  not  the  maker  of  counterfeit  money,  the  wholesale  dealer, 
and  the  retailer,  as  reaUy  guilty,  as  the  man,  who,  to  appease  his 
hunger,  or  quench  his  thirst,  or  to  provide  for  his  family,  passes 
a  little  of  it.^  Shall  the  last  be  sent  to  the  State  Prison,  and  the 
others,  because  they  were  a  little  farther  back  from  the  result  of 
the  mischief,  escape.^  Counterfeiters,  perhaps,  might  so  decide; 
and  traitors  conclude  that  none  but  such  as  actually  engage  in  bat- 
tle, should  be  hung;  but  would  this  decision  be  sustained  by  rea- 
son, common  sense,  or  the  Bible?  No.  The  decision  of  justice, 
is,  *'  the  perpetrator  of  crime  and  the  accessory  to  it,"  are  both 
guilt)'.  As  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  tends  to  kill,  and  does 
kill  ;  the  making  of  it  to  be  drunk,  the  furnishing  of  it  by 
wholesale  or  retail;  and  the  leasing  of  stores,  in  which  to  deal 
it  out,  are  all  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God;  and  as  such,  will  at 
his  tribunal,  and  ought  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  to  be  con- 
demned. So,  also,  ought  the  laws  which  sanction  this  traffic,  by 
licensing  men  to  pursue  it.  They  legalize  a  business,  which,  from 
beginning  to  end,  tends,  even  when  pursued  according  to  law,  to 
shorten  human  life,  and  is  thus  in  its  nature,  a  manifest  violaticm 
of  the  cl)mmand,  ''  Thou  shah  not  kill."  Nor  will  the  fact  that 
a  man  has  a  license  from  the  magistrate,  screen  him  in  the  final 
day.  The  very  law  which  gave  the  license,  was  itself  unlawful; 
and  such  a  law  as  no  man,  rightly  understanding  this  subject,  could 
be  instrimiental  in  making,  or  continuing,  without  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  God.  Nor  can  any  man  take  advantage  of  that 
unlawful  law,  and  be  instrumental  to  the  premature  death  of  hi:; 
fellow  men,  without  great  guilt. 

IV.  Another  great  prmciple  of  tlie  Bible,  is,  "  Whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 
(Mat.  vii.  12.)  Treat  them,  as  under  a  change  of  circumstan- 
ces, you  ought  to  wish,  that  they  should  treat  you. 

1 .  If  the  furnishing  of  aident  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  tends 
to  brine  upon  the  men  that  drink  it,  or  upon  their  families,  evik 
which  the  seller  would  not  like  to  have  come  on  liimself,  or  his 
familj-,  then  the  Bible  forbids  it.  And  the  great  question  to  de- 
termme  hs  morality,  or  immorality,  is,  does  it  tend  to  bring  upon 
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the  drinker,  or  his  family,  evils  that  the  seller  ought  not  to  wish  to 
have  come  on  his  family?  To  determine  this,  let  him  suppose 
that  ever}'  intemperate  appetite,  which  the  spirit  that  he  sells 
forms,  and  every  instance  in  which  it  leads  to  drunkenness  and 
ruin,  should  be  in  himself,  his  own  family  and  his  nearest  and 
dearest  friends.  And  that  all  the  misery  and  wretchedness,  the 
blighting  of  hope  and  prospect,  the  sickness,  the  poverty,  the 
crime,  the  shortening  of  human  life,  the  despair,  and  the  destruc- 
tion, should  be  among  them.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it  would 
be,  what  he  ought  not  to  wish  to  have  come  upon  them?  If  it 
would,  the  Bible  forbids  him  for  the  sake  of  money,  or  any  other 
reason,  to  prosecute  a  business  which  tends  to  bring  it  upon  others. 
And  if  he,  with  the  facts  before  him,  docs  this,  it  is  at  the  peril 
of  his  soul. 

And  to  set  the  matter  for  ever  at  rest,  let  him  suppose  that  some 
man  to  whom  he  sells,  should,  under  the  influence  of  the  liquor, 
come  into  his  family,  and  for  a  day  or  two,  each  week,  take  the 
direction,  and  do  as  he  now  does  in  his  own  family;  turn  them 
out,  naked,  and  barefoot,  occasionally,  amidst  the  damps  and 
^torms  of  night,  and  of  winter,  would  it  be  such  treatment  as  he 
ought  to  wish  to  have  come  upon  his  family?  If  not,  the  Bible 
forbids  him  to  be  accessory  to  the  bringing  of  it  upon  other  families. 
Does  he  say,  that  he  does  not  sell  to  drunkards  ;  that  that  would 
be  enormously  wicked,  and  that  he  sells  only  to  sober  men  ?  Let 
him  then  suppose  that  one  of  those  sober  young  metH  to  whom  he 
sells,  and  who  will  form  an  intemperate  appetite  aRd  die  a  drunk- 
ard, is  his  only  son.  Ought  he  to  wish  tnat  his  son  should  come 
to  such  an  end  ?  Even  supposing  that  the  man  who  makes  him  a 
drunkard  does  it  according  to  law,  and  does  nol,  after  he  becomes 
a  drunkard,  continue  to  sell  to  him,  but  turns  him  over  to  some 
other  man,  who  is  wicked  enough  to  sell  to  dninkards  till  they 
die ;  does  that  help  the  matter  ?  Will  he  not  look  upon  the  man 
who  made  him  a  drunkard,  as  guilty  as  the  man  that  killed  him  ? 

Which  does  the  greatest  mischief  to  the  community,  the  man 
who  kills  drunkards,  or  the  man  who  turns  sober  men  mto  drunk- 
ards ;  and  thus  prepares  them,  as  fast  as  drunkards  are  removed, 
to  step  forward  and  fill  their  places,  and  roll  the  horrors  of  drunk- 
f^nness  onward  from  generation  to  generation  ? 

Here  is  a  country  that  has  in  it  300,000  drunkards.  One  class 
of  merchants  sell  to  them,  and  thus  upon  an  average,  kill  about 
that  number  in  ten  years.  Had  these  drunkards  no  successors, 
drunkenness  would  soon  cease.  The  man  who  sells  to  them^ 
would  remove  the  whole,  and  if  no  new  drunkards  were  made,  the 
land  would  be  free.  But  there  is  another  class  of  merchants  who 
sell  to  sober  men  ;  and  as  fast  as  one  generation  of  drunkards  is 
removed,  they  raise  up  another.     Thus  while  seDing  poisoD  to 
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drunkards  kills  them,  and  would  in  a  short  time  remove  drunken- 
ness from  the  land ;  selling  it  to  sober  men  perpetuates  drunken- 
ness ;  and  while  it  is  contmued,  cuts  off  the  possibility,  that  it  can 
ever  be  removed.  It  causes  the  fire  of  human  passion,  vice,  and 
wickedness,  to  burn  with  an  intensity,  and  to  blaze  with  a  fierce- 
ness tliat  never  can  be  quenched.  Which,  then,  does  the  greatest 
mischief  to  the  community  ? 

The  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  as  before  mentioned,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  investigate  the  effect  of  intemperance  on 
human  life  in  that  city.  After  careful  inquiry,  they  reported  that 
in  their  opinion,  out  of  4292  deaths,  700,  at  least,  or  more  than 
one  in  seven  of  the  whole  number,  were  occasioned  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  strong  drink.  Suppose  that  these  deaths  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  use  of  poisoned  flour,  which  some  of  the  mer- 
chants had  sold ;  and  after  careful  investigation  by  the  medical 
society,  the  fact  is  published  to  the  world.  Would  it  not  be  an 
immorality  to  continue  to  seU  that  flour  ?  Even  if  they  should 
not  sell  it  to  any  that  were  already  poisoned  ^  Would  it  not  be  a 
violation  of  the  command,  "Thou  shalt  not  kill  ?*'  Or  would  it 
be  enough  to  say,  that  it  is  not  the  selling  of  the  flour  that  does 
the  mischief,  especially  if  sold  by  wholesale,  but  only  the  eating 
of  it ;  or  at  most,  the  retailing  ? 

Would  not  the  selling  of  that  flour  in  any  way,  to  be  eaten, 
tend  to  kill  ?  and  to  bring  upon  the  wives  and  the  cliildren  of  the 
men  who  shoijlfi  eat  it,  evils,  that  the  sellers  ought  not  to  wish  to 
have  come  on  their  wives,  and  their  children  ?  Suppose  some  of 
them  should  say,  "  We  never  sell  to  men  who  are  poisoned 
to  death  already,  or  who  are  so  poisoned  that  they  cannot  attend 
to  business  ;  especially  enough  to  pay  us  for  what  they  buy.  We 
sell  only  to  the  healthy.  And  when  we  perceive  that  a  man  begins 
to  stagger,  or  lose  his  reason,  we  instantly  stop  ;  and  let  others 
who  are  willing  to  take  tlie  amazing  responsibility  of  killing  men, 
do  the  rest.  Therefore,  our  business  is  not  immoral."  Is  it 
therefore  not  immoral  ?  If  a  man  is  to  be  killed  by  twenty  blows, 
is  he  only  guilty  who  strikes  the  last ;  or  he  only,  who  hastens 
death  a  few  hotu's  sooner,  than  his  fellow  would  have  done  it  ? 

Suppose  those  merchants  should  change  and  seU  this  poisoned 
flour  to  those  only,  who  are  poisoned  already,  even  to  death ; 
how  long  would  it  be  before  all  the  sick  would  be  removed,  and 
none  remain  but  the  healthy  ?  But  ah,  some  sell  to  the  healthy, 
and  thus,  the  diseased  and  the  dying  never  cease. 

Let  sellers  of  the  drunkard's  poison,  sell  to  none  but  drunkards, 
and  the  last  of  them  will  soon  be  removed,  and  the  spectacle  of 
an  immortal  being, — ^who  might  bear  the  image,  and  shine  for  ever 
in  the  presence  of  his  Maker, — polluted,  debased,  and  ruined  by 
drunkenness,  will  never  again  be  seen. 
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But  the  crime,  of  most  peculiar  aggravation,  when  measured  by 
the  mischief  which  is  done  to  the  community,  is,  some  men  will 
sell  to  the  sober.  And  these  often  are  sober  men ;  of  course 
their  example  has  greater  weight.  The  pure  unvitiated  appetite, 
which  God  has  given  for  useful  nourishment,  they  by  the  drunk- 
ard's poison,  pervert ;  which  perversion  is,  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
like  the  letting  out  of  great  waters.  The  only  way  to  prevent  its 
mischief,  is,  that  which  is  required  by  the  first  principles  of 
morality  and  religion,  ^^  the  letting  it  alone  before  it  is  meddled 
with."  Eveiy  step  from  this  point,  is  a  step  in  the  way  of  trans- 
gression ;  the  tendency  of  which,  growing  greater  and  greater, 
the  farther  you  proceed,  is,  like  that  of  every  sin,  toward  eternal 
death. 

2.  There  is  another  light  in  which  this  traffic  may  be  viewed,  as 
dishonest ;  and  lliat  not  merely  on  account  of  the  enormous  frauds 
that  are  often  practised  in  it,  but  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the 
business  itself.  Honesty  requires  that  a  valuable  equivalent  should 
be  furnished  for  money  which  is  received.  But  the  trafficker  in 
ardent  spirit,  renders  no  such  equivalent.  He  gives  to  the  buyers 
that  which  is  not  only  absolutely  worthless,  but  positively  hurtful ; 
and  is  thus,  m  principle,  guilty  of  gross  dishonesty.  It  is  doing, 
in  this  respect,  directly  contrary  to  what  he  ought  to  wish,  diat 
others  should  do  to  him. 

3.  It  is  unjust  towards  the  community. 

Not  only  does  it  increase  the  sickness  and  the  deaths,  but  by 
increasing  the  pauperism  and  crimes,  and  public  expenditures,  it 
adds  greatly  to  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  every  people  among 
whom  it  is  continued.  It  increases  the  taxes  for  the  support  of 
pauperism,  and  the  prosecution  of  crimes,  above  what  they  other- 
wise would  be,  as  we  ha\^e  seen,  more  than  foui'-fold.  This  is 
palpably  unjust.  No  man  has  a  right  to  carry  on  a  business, 
which,  for  the  profit  of  a  few,  burdens  the  many.  Justice  forbids 
it.  Here  is  a  county  which  has  in  it  1000  paupers  ;  760  of  them 
were  made  such  by  drinking.  The  profit  of  making  these  pau- 
pers is  enjoyed  by  a  few  ;  the  burden  of  supporting  them  comes 
on  the  whole  community.  This  is  unjust.  It  is  a  violatwn  not 
only  of  the  principles  of  morality,  but  oi  equal  rights  and  common 
honesty.  No  man  can  pursue  it,  and  not  injure  his  fellow  men. 
Instead  therefore  of  infringing  the  rights  of  the  sellers,  when 
the  conmiunity  complain  of  their  busbess,  and  wish  the  civil  law 
to  refrain  from  obliging  the  public  to  bear  its  burdens,  as  the  sellers 
pretend,  the  sellers  are  constantly  trampling  on  the  rights  of  the 
community,  and  unjustly  burdening  the  public  with  taxes  to  sup- 
port the  paupers  and  prosecute  the  criminals  that  the  sellers  make. 
Of  this,  every  community  has  just  cause  to  complain.  It  is 
injustice  and  oppression,  under  toe  cover  of  law.    And  of  sucb 
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laws,  as  well  as  of  such  traffic,  they  have  just  cause  to  cootinue 
for  ever  to  complain.  And  for  tlieir  removal  and  abandonmeDt, 
they  have  just  cause  by  all  suitable  means  to  continue  to  labor,  till 
their  efforts  are  successful,  and  the  nuisance  is  done  away. 

V.  Another  great  principle  of  the  Bible,  is,  ''  Abstain  from 
fleshly  lusts  which  war  against  the  soul." — (1  Pet.  ii.  11.)  In 
the  fleshly  lusts,  from  which  men  are  here  commanded  to  abstain, 
are  included  those  bodily  gratifications  which  tend  to  injure  the 
soul.  With  regard  to  such  gratifications,  the  command  is  not, 
indulge  in  them  moderately,  prudendy,  but  abstain  from  tbero. 
Abstinence,  entire^  in  such  cases,  is  the  only  moral  course. 

If  the  gratification  which  ardent  spirit  occasions,  and  to  obtain 
which,  men  so  often  drink  it,  tends  to  injure  the  soul,  then  the 
Bible  forbids  it.  And  the  only  question  is,  does  it  tend  to  injure 
the  soul  ?  What  are  the  facts  ?  Can  it  tend,  as  we  have  seen  that 
it  does,  to  lead  men  into  temptation,  and  give  to  that  temptation 
peculiar  and  fatal  efficacy  to  overcome  and  destroy  them,  and  noi 
injure  the  soul  ?  Can  it  increase  fourfold  the  prospect  of  their 
becoming  idle,  vicious,  or  drunken,  and  not  injure  the  soul' 
Can  it  tend,  as  we  have  seen  that  it  does,  with  such  a  mighty 
power  to  increase  their  diseases,  and  to  shorten  their  lives,  and 
not  tend  to  injure  the  soul  ?  Can  it  bring  such  mighty  evils  on 
others,  and  be  so  obviously  dishonest  and  unjust  toward  their  fellow- 
men,  and  not  tend  to  injure  their  own  souls  }  No ;  the  thing  is 
impossible.  It  is  one  of  those  fleshly  lusts,  from  which  God  com- 
mands men,  all  men,  every  where,  at  all  times,  to  abstain. — {See 
Sixdi  Report  of  American  Temperance  Society,  p.  57  and  58.) 
And  not  only  does  it  injure  the  sotd  by  increasing  its  wickedness,  but 
by  counteracting  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  all  the  means  of 
grace,  and  thus  rendering  it  less  likely  Uiat  that  wickedness  will  e\'er 
be  removed.  It  tends  powerfully  to  liinder  the  illumination  and  pu- 
rification of  the  soul ;  and  thus  to  prevent  its  salvation.  Facts  have 
set  this  matter  at  rest.  Where  a  part  of  the  people  have  abstained 
from  ardent  spirit,  and  a  part  continued  to  drink  it,  ten  tiroes  as 
many,  in  proportion  to  the  number,  have  appeared  to  embrace 
the  gospel,  and  have  professed  publicly  their  faith  in  the  Saviour, 
from  one  class  as  from  the  other. — (SeeFourtli  Report  of  Ameri- 
can Temperance  Society  p.  51  and  81. — Fifth  Report  do.  p.  3S, 
83,  and  98. — ^also,  Sixdi  Keport  do.  p.  16,  57,  &c.^ 

It  tends  then  to  injure  the  soul ;  and  as  such,  it  is  lorbidden,  by 
the  God  of  heaven.  As  the  salvation  of  the  soul  is  the  greatest 
of  all  blessings,  that  which  tends  most  to  hinder  this,  is  among  the 
greatest  of  evils.  Of  all  the  practices  of  men,  few  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  do  this,  than  that  of  using  ardent  spirit.  This  results 
not  merely  from  the  great  and  mcreasing  quantity  that  may  be 
taken,  but  from  the  kind  of  the  liquor  itself.     A  quantity  tbit  4oes 
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not  deprive  a  man  of  reason,  or  speech,  or  power  of  motion, 
and  attention  to  business,  may  nevertheless  prevent  the  efFect  of 
divine  truth,  and  keep  him  in  a  state  of  hiurdness  of  heart,  and 
blindness  of  mind  through  life ;  when  he  might,  >vere  it  not  for 
tliis,  be  illuminated,  purified,  and  saved.  The  effect  of  ardent 
spirit  on  the  mind,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  effect  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  One  tends  with  a  powerful  and 
fatal  efficacy  to  liinder  the  other.  Hence  the  fact,  tliat  when  men 
wish  to  promote  error  in  principle,  or  immorality  in  practice ;  to 
lead  others  to  abandon  the  truth,  or  to  make  money  upon  their 
vices,  nothing  is  more  conmion,  or  more  successful,  than  to  fur- 
nish them  with  ardent  spirit,  and  induce  them,  if  practicable,  to 
drink  it.  Error  and  delusion,  immorality  and  wickedness,  of 
almost  every  description,  other  things  being  equd,  prevail  most  in 
those  places  in  which  men  are  most  accustomed  to  the  drinking 
of  ardent  spirit.  And  if  they  can  generally  perpetuate  this  practice, 
vice  will  be  triumphant  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  check,  or  con- 
trol it.  In  illustration  of  the  above,  we  invite  the  attention  of  all, 
to  the  following  fects. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  Christians  in  various  countries,  began 
with  greater  zeal  and  fidelity  than  before,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  Christ,  to  extend  his  gospel  to  all  people.  He 
crowned  their  efforts  with  success.  Multitudes  renounced  idola- 
try, and  professed  their  faith  in  the  Redeemer.  The  illuminating 
and  purifying  influence  of  the  eospel  in  the  promotion  of  literature, 
science,  and  civilization,  with  aJl  their  attendant  blessings,  was 
felt  throughout  whole  nations.  The  wilderness  began  to  bud  and 
blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  desert  places  to  become  vocal  with 
the  praises  of  God. 

Among  those,  thus  highly  favored,  and  who  had  literally  been 
brought  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light,  were  the  inhabit- 
ants of  some  of  the  South  Sea  Islands.  Christians  of  Great 
Britain  were  the  first  to  carry  them  the  gospel,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  they  rejoiced  in  the  signal  manifestations  of  divine  favor. 
Churches  were  gathered  ;  schools  opened ;  printing  presses  estab- 
lished, and  information  was  eagerly  sought,  and  extensively  circu- 
lated ;  vice,  frowned  upon  by  public  opinion,  was  abashed;  and 
the  prospect  continued  to  brighten,  that  Christianitv  and  civiliza- 
tion, and  learning,  with  all  theu*  inestimable  benefits  for  the  present 
and  future  life,  would  shortly  be  extended  over  all  that  part  of  the 
world. 

But  some  men  from  this  country,  and  from  Great  Britain,  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  draw- 
ing men  back  again  to  their  vices,  or  for  purposes  of^  gain,  or  both, 
introduced  among  them  quantities  of  ardent  spirit.     They  opened 
7  10 
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numerous  grog-shops,  and  induced  the  natives  to  engage,  doc  only 
in  drinking,  but  in  the  traffic.  The  result  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  letter  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  British  and  ForeigD 
Temperance  Society,  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society. 

^^  British  and  Fareim  Temperance  Society^ 
AUine  Chambers^  Jan.  2lstj  1834. 
Ret.  and  dear  sir, — The  subject  upon  which  we  Tenture 
now  to  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  will  perhaps  be  best 
introduced  by  at  once  transcribing  a  letter  we  have  recently 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  ^  the  London  Missionary  Society;' 
and  we  trust  its  contents  will  plead  our  apology  for  calliDg  yoiat 
attention  to  the  distressing  facts  which  it  discloses. 

^Misrion  House,  Austin  Friars,  I6th  Dec.  1833. 

Sir, — You  will  doubtless  have  seen  from  some  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  the  demoralization  pro- 
duced at  some  of  the  Islands  of  the  South  Seas,  by  the  increased 
use  of  ardent  spirits ;  large  quantities  of  which  has  been  imported 
by  our  countrymen,  and  Americans,  &c.,  and  hawked  about  the 
settlements,  as  well  as  sold  in  barrels.  Recent  accounts  from  the 
Islands  are,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  most  discouraging.  Our 
brethren  state,  that  the  besetting  sin  of  Tahiti  at  present  is  drunk- 
enness— that  it  had  produced  the  greatest  mischief  in  the  churches, 
and  had  in  some  ports  prevailed  to  such  an  extent,  that  in  one  of 
the  churches,  the  administration  of  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  had  been  discontinued  ;  and  when  speakine  of  the  effects 
of  mcreased  intemperance,  and  of  the  war  on  Tahiti,  one  6[  the 
missionaries  observes,  ^^  I  have  seen  more  wickedness  within  the 
last  two  weeks  than  in  eighteen  years  before." 

The  arrival  of  these  tidings  lias,  as  you  will  naturally  siippose. 
plunged  the  Directors  in  the  deepest  distress.  The  use  of  those 
deleterious  articles,  appears  to  have  been  greatly  augmented,  hj 
foreigners  of  different  nations  having  establi^ed  a  nunuier  of  grog- 
shops among  them  for  retaiUng  spirits,  and  by  the  Chiefs  having 
been  induced  to  become  traffickers  in  rum. 

The  extent  and  disastrous  operation  of  this  immoral  habit,  has 
led  the  Directors  to  devise  and  apply  the  most  suitable  remedies, 
and  among  many  others,  they  have  instructed  me  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  your  committee,  with  a  request  that 
they  would  correspond  with  the  American  Temperance  Societj 
(or  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  most  effectual  measures  for  dnnin- 
ishing  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  among  American  seamen,  and  pre- 
venting its  importation  to  the  South  Sea  Islands :  and  abo  that 
they  would  direct  their  best  efforts  to  the  promotion  of  tempertnce 
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among  British  sailors,  especiaOj  among  those  employed  in  the 
Pacific. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  finend  and  servant, 

J.  Arundel,  Home  Secretary. 

N.  E.  Sloper,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  BriHsh  ) 
and  Foreign  Temperance  Society.**  ) 

Such,  dear  sir,  are  the  circumstances  of  the  case  which  it  b 
our  painful  duty  to  bring  under  your  notice.  It  would  have  been 
far  more  grateful  to  our  feelings  had  it  been  in  our  power  to  have 
congratulated  you,  that  the  gigantic  efforts  you  have  been  putting 
forth  on  behalf  of  the  temperance  cause  had  done  as  much  for  the 
seamen,  who  visit  the  countries  in  question,  as  it  has  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  for  tens  of  thousands  on  your  favored  contment. 

We  had  fondly  hoped  this  was  in  some  happy  measure  the 
case,  and  when  the  melancholy  statements  referred  to  in  the  accom- 
panying communications  reached  us,  we  scarcely  knew  whether 
the  feeling  of  surprise  or  alarm  most  prevailed. 

In  our  reply  to  the  Directors  we  have  indeed  hinted  that  there 
is  perhaps  yet  a  source  of  consolation  arising  firom  the  reflection 
that  these  very  facts  which  we  all  so  much  deplore,  may  be  the 
proof  of  the  prosperity  of  the  cause  in  your  country,  the  effect  of 
which  may  have  been  that  the  dealers  in  these  poisonous  drugs, 
beaten  out  of  their  own  market,  have  been  driven  into  other  parts 
to  find  purchasers  for  them. 

But  after  all  it  is  a  humiliating  consideration  that  our  cause  has 
made  so  little  progress  and  that  the  work  of  God  should  have 
been  thus  marred.  Well  may  those  of  us  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic  who  have  been  privileged  to  do  any  thing  towards  pro- 
moting the  Temperance  Reformation  exclaim,  ^  that  our  hands  are 
this  day  weakened.' 

Were  we  writing  to  Christian  brethren  less  zealous  than  those 
we  have  the  pleasure  to  address,  we  might  fear  that  our  co-opera- 
tion in  the  good  work,  would  not  be  cordiaDy  welcomed ;  but 
assured  as  we  are  that  its  prosperity  lies  near  your  hearts,  we  are 
emboldened  thus  to  write.  You  will — ^we  know  you  will — allow 
us  the  honor  of  being  workers  together  with  you.  We  are 
indeed  painfully  aware  how  feeble  are  all  the  efforts  i«e  can  bring 
to  bear  upon  a  system,  which  might  well  laugh  to  scorn  our 
attempts  to  check  its  progress,  did  the  success  of  those  exertions 
depend  on  our  own  strength  and  wisdom ;  but  our  encouragement 
is  this,  that  He  whose  cause  we  trust  and  believe  it  is,  is  greater 
than  all  those  who  are  against  us,  and  that  his  name  is  often  mag* 
nified  by  the  meanness  of  the  instruments  by  which  his  migb^ 
purposes  are  brought  to  pass. 
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If  He  be  pleased  to  command  success,  ^  the  weak  shall  be  as 
David,  and  David  as  the  Aiigel  of  God.' 

We  are,  Rev.  and  dear  sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 

N.  E.  Sloper,  \ 

John  W.  R.VMSBOTHAM,     i  Secretaries." 
Thomas  Hartley,  { 

John  Capper,  j 

The  same  subject  is  referred  to  in  the  following  cooamunicatioo 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  to  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions,  and  by  him  transniitted  to  the  Correspondio^ 
Secretary  of  the  American  Temperance  Society. 

"  London,  Dec.  IGiA,  1833. 
My  DEAR  SIR, — My  last  to  you,  dated  October  12th,  inform- 
ing you  of  tlie  appointment  of  two  of  our  brethren  to  the  southeast 
cluster  of  the  Marquesas,  and  assuring  you  of  the  satisfaction  i: 
would  afford  the  Directors  to  hear  that  you  had  commenced  Mis- 
sionaiy  operations  in  the  nordiwest  cluster  of  the  same  group, 
was,  I  liope,  duly  received.     In  my  previous  letter  dated  Sept. 
3d,  in   that   part  which  referred  to  the   South   Sea  Islands,  I 
informed  you  tliat  our  brethren  gave  us  very  afiecting  account 
of  the  demoralization  produced   by  the  increased  use  of  ardent 
spirits  ;  large  quantities  of  which  had  been  imported  by  our  coun- 
trymen and  yours,  and  hawked  about  the  settlements,  as  well  as 
sold  in  barrels,  and  that,  as  it  had  proved  a  source  of  profit- 
able barter  to  the  principal  chiefs,  it  was  not  so  much  discounte- 
nanced as  formerly.     Recent  accounts  from  the  Islands,  are  in 
reference  to  tliis  subject,  even  more  discouraging  than  tliose  pre- 
viously received.     Our  bretlircn  state  that  the  besetting  sin  in 
Tahiti  at  present  is  drunkenness  ;  that  it  had  produced  the  greatest 
mischief,  in  the  churches,  and  had  in  some  parts  prevailed  to  such 
an  extent  that  in  one  of  the  cliurches  the  administration  of  die 
ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  had  been  discontinued  ;  and  when 
speaking  of  the  effects  of  mcreased  intemperance  and  the  war  in 
Taliiti,  one  of  the  missionaries  observes, '  I  have  seen  more  wick- 
edness within  the  last  two  weeks,  tlian  in  eighteen  years  before.' 
The  arrival  of  these  tidings  has,-  as  you  will  naturally  suppose, 
occasioned  the  Directors  the  deepest  distress.     They  have  com- 
municated the  same  to  the  supporters  of  the  Society  in  the  Mis- 
sionary Chronicle  for  the  montli  of  November,  and  believe  diey 
have  shared  in  the  sympadiy  and  prayers'  of  the  Christian  public 
at  large.     The  use  of  the  deleterious  drugs  already  referred  to, 
appears  to  have  been  greatly  increased  by  foreigners  of  different 
nations  having  established  a  number  of  grog-shops  on  shore  for 
retailing  spirits,  and  by  the  chiefs  Iiaving  been  induce<l  to  becomi* 
traffickers  in  rum.     The  extent  and  disastrous  operation  of  tliii 
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immoral  habit  has  led  the  Directors  to  endeavor  by  mature  delib- 
eration, witti  special  prayer  for  divine  guidance,  to  devise  and 
apply,  without  delay,  the  most  effectual  remedies.  With  thb 
view  they  have  written  most  fully  and  urgendy  to  the  nussionaries, 
recommending  the  formation  and  extension  of  Temperance  Soci- 
eties, and  have  sent  selections  of  the  most  approved  works  on  the 
subject,  which  the  friends  of  the  temperance  cause  in  Endand  have 
published,  for  translation  into  the  native  language.  They  have 
also  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Britbh  and  Foreign  Tem- 
perance Society^,  for  the  jpurpose  of  promoting  Tempenlnce  among 
seamen,  and  with  the  Bntish  and  Foreign  Seamens'  Society,  with 
a  view  to  direct  the  attention  of  that  Society,  especially  to  the 
moral  improvement  o[  seamen  visiting  the  Pacific.  They  further 
purpose  writing  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Islands,  to  bring  the  subject 
m  a  suitable  manner  under  their  consideration. 

We  are  encouraged,  by  the  conviction  that  as  the  evils  of  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  are  more  fully  manifested,  good  men  of  every 
country  will  unite  in  promoting  their  exclusion  from  all  civilized 
and  Christian  society,  and  individuals,  who  from  motives  of  sordid 
interest  shall  persevere  in  cherishing  and  promoting  among  par- 
tially enlightened  and  civilized  tribes,  a  habit  so  destructive  of 
whatever  is  commendable,  so  detrimental  to  all  intellectual  and 
socia  limprovemfent,  so  prolific  of  crime, — and,  exceptmg  in  cases 
of  extraordinary  prevention,  so  inevitably  ruinous,  shall  be  found 
only  among  the  most  debased  and  worthless  portions  of  socienr. 

We  feel  persuaded  you  will  cordially  sympathize  in  our  feelu^ 
of  deep  distress  on  account  of  the  evik  that  prevail  in  our  mis- 
sionary stations,  and  cheerfully  aid  us  by  every  means  in  your 
Eower  in  effecting  their  diminution  and  removal.  And  as  our 
rethren  inform  us  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  spirits  used  at 
TiUbiti,  &c.  is  conveyed  in  American  ships,  some  from  Bo6t<m; 
that  it  is  chiefly  what  is  termed  New  Engund  rum,  that  is  import- 
ed to  the  islands,  and  that  in  some  vessels  it  comprises  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  cargo  taken  for  barter  with  the  people,  I  am 
instructed  bv  the  Directors  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  to 
request,  which  I  do  with  the  most  entire  confidence,  that  you  will 
favor  them  with  your  Christian  co-*operation;  and  use  your  best 
endeavors  to  prevent  to  the  utmost  practicable  extent,  the  contin- 
ance  of  the  evil. 

The  most  effectual  means  of  securing  an  object  so  desirable 
will  more  readily  occur  to  yourselves,  than  to  them.  Whether  by 
a  correspondence  with  the  American  Temperance  Society,  or  by 
using  your  influence  with  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  visitii^ 
the  ishnds  to  induce  a  greater  number  of  them  to  for^o  the  pia 
that  might  be  secured  by  the  traffic  in  an  article  of  absohite  mu- 
tili^,  and  scarcely  less  pernicious,  noorally,  than  arsenic  would  be 
7» 
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physically,  or  by  any  other  means  it  shall  appear  to  you  that  it  can 
be  best  accomplished;  we  rest  assured  from  the  vigorous  efforts 
the  religious  portion  of  the  community  in  America,  has  already 
made,  and  the  impulse  in  favor  of  temperance  which  you  have 
pyen  to  your  own  country  and  ours,  that  we  may  rely  on  your 
(*ordial  and  sincere  assistance. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  on  behalf  of  the  Directors,  faithfully  and 
affectionately  yours, 

(Signed)  W.  Ehhis^  Foreign  Secretary,'' 

Such  are  the  effects  of  ardent  spirit  in  counteracting  the  efficacy 
of  the  gospel,  and  in  destroying  tlie  souls  of  men.  Can  there  be 
a  doubt  tlien,  but  that  the  principles  of  Christianity,  and  even  of 
humanity,  utterly  forbid  the  traffic  in  it? 

At  their  first  meeting  after  the  reception  of  the  above,  the  Com- 
niitiee  of  the  American  Temperance  Society  passed  the  following 
Resolutions,  viz. 

1 .  Resolved^  That  the  communications  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society,  and  from  the  Secretaries  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society,  be  published  for  the 
information  and  consideration  of  the  American  community. 

2.  Resolved^  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  bretlireu  iii 
the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  in  Great  Britain,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
tresses, wliich,  tlirough  tlie  agency  of  some  of  olir  coimtr\-Tneii, 
have  been  brought  upon  them;  and  deplore  the  calamities  wJiicb 
that  agency  has  inflicted,  by  obstructing  in  those  islands  the  pro- 
gress of  the  gospel,  demoralizing  the  ciiaracter  of  their  iniiabit- 
auts,  and  desU'oying,  in  vast  numbers,  the  lives  and  souls  of  men. 

.3.  Resolved^  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  respectfully  suggested 
to  those  persons  who  are  engaged  in  transporting  ardent  spirit  to 
the  South  Sea  Islands,  or  in  any  way  connected  with  the  traffic  in 
it,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  by  the  unevangelized,  or  partially  civil- 
ized nations  and  tribes  of  men,  whether  the  injury  which  they  arc 
doing  to  their  fellow  men,  in  ministering  to  their  vices,  multiply- 
ing their  diseases,  shortening  their  lives,  and  endangering  tlieir 
souls,  is  not  greater  than  the  benefits,  which  from  the  prosecution 
of  this  traffic  can  residt  to  themselves ;  and  whether  the  principles 
of  morality,  the  motives  of  humanity,  and  even  of  self-respect, 
ought  not  to  induce  them,  in  view  of  its  evils,  entirely  to  abstain 
from  it. 

4.  Resolved^  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  suggested 
to  all  ministers  of  the  gospel,  all  officers  and  members  of  Ameri- 
can Churches,  whether  in  view  of  the  poisonous  nature  and  de- 
stnictive  effects  of  ardent  spirit,  it  is  not  their,  duty,  not  only  to 
abstain  from  the  drinking  <m  it,  and  the  traffic  m  it  themselves,  but 
to  increase  their  exertions  till  the  like  abstinence  shall  become 
universal. 
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5.  Resolvedy  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  rcspectruUy  suggested 
to  ihe  consideration  of  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whether  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  and  the  precepts  oi 
the  Saviour,  do  not  forbid  tlie  continuance  of  a  practice  or  the 
[promotion  of  a  business  so  manifesdy  immoral,  and  so  awfully  de« 
structive,  as  that  of  furuisliing  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  for  their 
fellow  men  ;  and  whether  in  their  associated  as  well  as  in  their 
individual  capacity,  they  are  not  bound  to  make  strenuous  and 
])ersevering  efforts  to  promote  its  speedy  and  universal  abandon- 
ment. 

t).  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  suggested 
to  all  Christian  legislators,  whether  an  immorality  so  strongly  mark- 
ed and  so  higl)ly  injurious  to  the  social,  civil  and  religious  interests 
of  men  in  all  ages,  and  all  countries,  as  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit, 
ought  ever  to  be  licensed;  or  its  continuance  in  any  way  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  Christian  legislation. 

7.  Resolved^  That  editors  of  papers  and  periodicals,  friend- 
ly to  the  cause  of  Temperance,  thix)ughout  die  United  States,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  respectfully  requested  to  insert  the  above  resolves 
and  the  letters  referred  to,  in  their  publications. 

John  Tappan, 

George  Odiorne,  ^t       r^ 

IT  T  -fi^c.  Com. 

Heman  Lincoln,     <  /»      f«         o 

T„      „  17        ..  ^^^^'  Temp.  Soc. 
Justin  Edwards,  ^ 

Enoch  Hale,  Jr. 

The  Pastoral  Association  of  Massachusetts,  at  their  meeting  in 
Boston,  May  28,  1834,  passed  the  following  Resolutions,  viz. 

1 .  Resolved,  That  we  hear  witli  deep  regret  that  some  of  oui* 
countrymen  arc  engaged  in  exporting  ardent  spirit  to  the  South 
Sea  Islands,  and  in  selling  it  to  be  used  as  drink;  thereby  increas- 
ing the  diseases,  demoralizing  the  character,  shortening  the  lives, 
and  endangering  die  souls,  of  die  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
world. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  brethren  in 
those  islands,  and  in  Great  Britain,  in  view  of  die  distresses  which 
these  events  have  brought  upon  them,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 
hindrance  which  they  have  occasioned  to  the  progress  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  to  the  promotion  of  civilization  and  Cliristianity. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  as  ardent  spirit  is  a  poison,  the  drinking  of 
which  is  highly  injurious  to  the  bodies  and  minds  of  men;  as  it 
tends  to  prevent  their  intellectual  elevation,  their  social  improve- 
ment, and  their  eternal  salvation,  the  trafBc  in  it,  to  be  used  as  a 
drink,  and  especially  the  exporting  or  furnishing  of  it  to  the  un- 
civilized and  partially  civilized  nations  and  tribes  of  men,  is^  in  our 
view,  a  gross  violation  of  the  revealed  will  of  God, — an  imnuh 
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ratihf,  which  oi^  to  be  reprobated,  and  abaDdoned  tfaroifbout 
the  worid. 

4.  Resolved  J  That  we  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  the  friends 
of  humanity,  by  the  difiiision  of  information,  the  exertion  of  kind 
moral  influence,  and  in  all  suitable  ways,  to  cause  a  practice  so 
manifestly  immoral,  so  disgraceful  to  our  country,  and  destructiYe 
to  our  feUow  men,  universally  to  cease. 

5.  Resolved^  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  respectfully  and 
earnestly  suggested  to  the  consideration  of  all  pastors  and  church- 
es, whether  the  continuance  of  this  traffic,  by  members  c{  the 
church,  is  not  manifestly  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  Christ;  wheth- 
er it  does  not  tend  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  gospel,  and 
especially  among  the  heathen;  and  whether  suitable  and  effeehiai 
measures  ought  not  to  be  taken  to  remove  an  evil  so  offensiYe  to 
6od,  and  so  hurtful  to  men,  from  the  Christian  church. 

6.  Rcsolvedy  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  respectfully  and  earn- 
estly suggested  to  the  consideration  of  all  l^ismtors,  whether  the 
perpetuaUng  of  this  traffic,  by  licensing  men  to  pursue  it,  is  not  t 
violation  of  the  great  principles  of  morali^,  as  well  as  of  political 
economy;  and  whether,  if  the  continuance  of  legislation  on  tfab 
subject  is  required  by  the  public  good,  it  ought  not  to  be,  on  the 
ground  of  defending  the  community  from  the  evils  of  the  traffic, 
and  not  on  the  ground  of  licensing  it. 

Warren  Fat,  Moderator. 
George  W.  Blagden,  Secretary. 

Similar  Resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the  Greneral  Associa- 
tions of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  by  the  Greneral 
Conference  of  Maine  ;  bodies  embracing  more  than  500  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  and  more  than  600  churches. 

With  reference  to  the  same  subject,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presb}rterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  their  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  June  2,  1834,  passed  the  following  Resolutions,  viz. 

1 .  Resohed^  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  brethren  b 
the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  in  Great  Britain,  in  view  of  the  dis* 
tress  which  through  the  agency  of  some  of  our  countrymen,  hare 
been  brought  upon  them,  and  deplore  the  calamities  which  that 
agency  has  occasioned,  by  obstructmg  in  those  islands,  the  progress 
of  the  gospel,  demoralizmg  the  character,  and  destroying  theses 
and  souls  of  men. 

2.  Resohedj  That  the  practice  of  sending  out  ardent  spirit,  to 
be  used  as  ^  drink  by  the  unevangelized,  and  partially  civiluKd 
nations  and  tribes  of  men,  is  in  our  view  a  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  precepts  of  the  Christian  reli^on,  and  oo^  to  be 
abandoned  tnroughout  the  world. 

3.  Reeohed.    That  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a 
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drink  by  any  people,   is  in  our  judgment  morally  wrong,  and 

OUGHT  TO  BE  VIEWED  AS  SUCH,  BY  THE  CHURCHES  OF  JeSUS 

Christ  universally. 

In  view  of  the  information  referred  to  in  the  above  Resolutions, 
the  editor  of  the  Boston  Recorder  remarks, — ''  It  needs  no  com- 
ments, but  \nll  call  forth  the  deep  sympathy  of  aU  the  friends  of 
Temperance  and  of  Religion  in  our  land,  towards  the  unfortunate 
tribes  to  whom  it  relates.  Will  not  merchants  in  our  highly  favored 
land,  who  c^l  tliemselves  Christians,  forbear  at  length  to  send 
liquid  poison  to  the  otlier  side  of  the  globe,  when  they  are  ac- 
ijuainted  with  the  mischief  it  is  doing .^  Surely  if  they  will  not, 
'  They  know  not  what  they  do;'  and  the  silver  thus  accumulated, 
'  will  eat  like  canker, '  and  cause  them  and  their  posterity  bitter 
lamentation  when  entering  upon  that  state  to  which  we  are  all  has- 
tening, and  '  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling. '  That  it  is 
connected  with  such  doings,  is  a  disgrace  to  American  enterprise, 
which  all,  who  are  in  any  way  engaged  in  business  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  ought  to  be  the  most  anxious  to  wipe  off.  If  it  is  an 
honor  that  our  shipping  visits  every  sea  and  every  shore,  it  is 
INFAMY  thus  to  scatter,  wherever  it  touches,  the  seeds  of  crime 
and  disease  and  wretchedness  and  death.  Who  are  the  guilty  men  ? 
Who  is  willing  to  be  known  as  a  participator  in  this  business?  " 

In  view  of  the  same,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Observer 
remarks, — "  For  many  years  the  Society  Islands  have  been  quot* 
ed  in  Europe  and  America  as  a  fine  specimen  of  the  happy  effects 
of  Christian  missions  in  elevating  the  character  and  improving  the 
condition  of  a  heathen  nation.  With  the  blessing  of  God  on  the 
labors  of  the  missionaries,  the  people  had  abandoned  their  bloody 
superstitions,  and  were  advancing  rapidly  in  religion  and  civiliza- 
tion. But  alas!  the  demons  who  deal  in  rum  have  alighted  on 
their  shores,  and  all  is  again  one  extended  scene  of  moral  desola- 
tion. No  man,  we  think,  can  read  the  above  without  feeling  that 
the  men  who  send  rum  from  this  country,  to  be  sold  in  the  Society 
Islands,  deserve  to  be  ranked  with  the  most  depraved  of  their 
species."  And  as  the  nature  and  tendency  of  rum  is  the  same, 
every  where;  may  not  this  be  said  of  those  who  understand  this 
subject,  and  yet  continue  to  traiHc  in  ardent  spirit  to  be  used  as  a 
drink,  in  other  countries?  Are  they  not  taking  a  course  which  is 
adapted  to  destroy  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men? 

The  editor  of  the  Christian  Watchman  remarks, — *'  Our  Chris- 
tian friends  will  be  grieved  on  reading  the  above;  and  this  grief 
will  be  the  more  painful,  when  they  reflect  that  merchants  and 
traders,  bearing  the  name  of  Christian,  arc  the  gu3^  agents  in 
spreading  this  wickedness.  The  intelligence  that  ardent  spirits  are 
introduced  mto  these  Islands  by  Americans,  and  by  British  subjects, 
is  humiliating.     We  most  sincerely  hope,  that  traders  in  the  pqis- 

11 
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on  of  ardent  spirits,  will  desist  from  this  traffic  imm^diateljr,  wit- 
nessing as  thej  do,  that  it  spreads  sin  and  death  wherever  its 
influence  extends." 

And  the  editor  of  Zion^s  Herald  remarks, — ^'  It  is  parofiil  thus 
to  see  the  labors  of  devoted  missionaries,  for  a  series  of  rears, 
blasted  by  the  introduction  and  sale  of  that  fiery  liquid,  which  now 
d^eras  to  be  rolling  round  the  globe,  laying  waste  all  that  is  fair 
and  lovely. 

Will  merchants  in  our  highly  favored  land,  who  call  diem- 
selves  Christians,  not  forbear  to  send  liquid  poison  to  the  other 
side  of  the  globe,  when  they  hear  of  the  havoc  it  is  roakbg? 
Surely,  if  they  will  continue  this  traffic,  they  know  not  what  tbej 
do,  and  the  silver  thus  acquired  ^  wiU  eat  like  a  canker,'  and  cause 
them  and  their  posterity  bitter  lamentations,  when  entering  upon 
that  state  to  which  we  are  all  hastening — '  where  the  wick^  cease 
from  troubling.'  It  is  a  foul  blot  upon  the  American  name,  that 
such  things  are  done.  Let  us  know  who  are  the  guDty  authors 
of  it,  that  the  innocent  may  not  suffer  with  those  who  deserve  and 
will  receive  our  execration." 

Similar  sentiments  of  abhorrence  of  these  destroyers  of  all  that 
is  excellent,  and  lovely,  and  glorious;  and  of  deep  regret  at  the 
vice,  degradation  and  ruin,  which  they  have  occasioned,  have 
been  expressed  by  numerous  other  editors,  individuals,  and  bodies 
of  men.  The  evils  are  such  as  might  well  make  angels  weep. 
Not  only  are  the  hopes  and  efforts  of  benevolence  for  the  pro- 
motion of  happiness  in  this  world  blasted,  but  destruction  firom  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  there  is  reason 
to  fear,  will  in  many  cases  be  the  woful  result.  And  such  are  the 
known  and  legitimate  fruits  of  this  poison  in  every  country,  in 
which  it  is  used;  and  especially  among  the  unevanselized  and  par- 
tially civilized  nations  and  tribes  of  men.  This  it  is  which  has 
caused  the  American  Indian  to  melt  away  before  the  white  man 
like  the  dew  before  the  rising  sun.  And  this  it  is,  which  has  hin- 
dered the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  and  caused  vice  and  wickedness, 
desolation  and  death,  wherever  it  has  been  used,  in  every  coantiy, 
and  among  all  people,  throughout  the  world.  Its  constant,  invari- 
able tendency,  b,  to  increase  human  wickedness,  and  to  counteract 
all  the  merciful  designs  of  Jehovah,  and  the  benevdent  efibrts  of 
his  people,  for  the  salvation  of  men.  The  gratification  which  it 
occasions  wars  with  a  mighty  force  against  the  soul,  and  from  it 
God  commands  men  to  abstain. 

VI.  Another  principle  of  the  Bible,  is,  "  As  we  have,  therefore, 
opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men. "  (Oal.  vi.  10.)  A  man  has 
no  moral  right,  natural  or  acquired,  to  prosecute  any  business  that 
does  not  tend  to  do  good  to  his  fellow  men.  If  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  does  not  tend  to  do  good  to  man- 
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kind,  and  especially  if  it  tends  to  do  evil,  a  man  lias  no  moral  right 
to  pursue  it.  The  question,  then,  is.  Does  it  tend  to  do  good? 
What  are  the  (acts  ?  They  are  sucli  as  have  been  mentioned  ; 
and  may  be  summed  up  under  the  following  heads,  riz. 

1.  Ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  is  not  needful  or  useful. 

2.  It  is  higluy  injurious  to  the  body  and  the  mind. 

3.  It  tends  to  form  intemperate  appetites  and  to  lead  to  drunk- 
enness and  ruin. 

4.  It  multiplies  the  incentives  to  evil,  and  gives  to  them  pecu- 
liar power  over  the  mind. 

5.  It  gready  increases  the  amount  of  pauperism  and  crime;  and 
thus  augments  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  community. 

6.  In  the  above,  and  in  various  other  ways,  it  causes  an  immense 
loss  of  property. 

7.  It  increases  the  number  and  severity  of  diseases,  and  tends 
powerfully  to  obstru'ct  their  removal. 

8.  It  shortens  many  lives. 

9.  It  ruins  many  souls. 

10.  If  continued,  it  will  tend  to  perpetuate  these  evils,  and  to 
increase  them,  to  all  future  ages. 

Instead  of  doing  good,  therefore,  it  does  evil,  and  nothing  but 
evil.  To  all  these  tremendous  and  overwhelming  calamities,  there 
Is  no  countervailing  benefit.  And  while  the  cause  of  them  is  con- 
tinued, they  never  can  be  prevented.     The  Bible  \hen  forbids  it. 

'^  Whether,  therefore,  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do 
all  to  tlie  glory  of  God,"  is  another  principle  of  the  Bible,  which 
the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit  manifestly  violates.  Numerous  others 
might  be  mentioned.  It  tfiolates  all  those  principles  which  require 
men  to  honor  God  or  do  good  to  mankind;  it  is  manifestly  hostile 
to  both;  and  no  principle  of  religion,  morality,  or  humanity,  will 
Justify  its  continuance. 

Even  were  it  true,  as  some  have  erroneously  supposed,  that  the 
evils  result,  not  from  drinking  a  moderate  quantity,  but  from  great 
excess  in  quantity;  still,  it  would  be  wicked  to  drink  it,  or  to  traf- 
fic in  it,  because  it  is  now  proved  by  millions  of  facts,  that  men 
^e  better  without  it.  And  as  the  drinking  of  a  small  quantity, 
tends  to  the  drinking  of  a  larger  quantity;  to  the  formation  of  in- 
temperate appetites  and  habits,  and  to  all  their  evils,  it  is  manifest- 
ly wicked  to  drink  it,  even  in  moderate  quantities,  or  to  furnish  it. 
But  the  supposition  is  not  true.  And  as  such  is  the  nature  of 
this  liquor  that  its  effects  are  injurious  b  all  quantities,  there  is  no 
light  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  in  which  the  use  of  it,  or  the 
traffic  in  it,  to  be  used  as  a  driidL,  is  not  manifestly  an  immorality, 
and  an  inunorality  as  aggravated  as  the  mischiefs  which  it  tend?  to 
produce. 

But  says  one,  ^^  A  tfalog  is  not  immoral  winch  is  viewed  as  re« 
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spectable,  or  in  which  men,  deemed  respectable  in  the  community, 
are  engaged." 

Then  you  have  only  to  make  immorality  respectable,  and  i! 
ceases  to  be  immorality.  The  selling  of  mdulgences  fcH-  the 
commission  of  sin,  was  once  viewed  by  some  people  as  respecti* 
ble;  and  it  is  still  practised  in  some  places,  ana  sanctioned  by  the 
government  as  a  respectable  emplojinent.  (See  Sixth  Report 
Am.  Temp.  Soc,  pp.  79  and  80.)  But  is  it  not  sinful.^  Or  does  it 
lose  its  sinful  character,  because  men  deemed  respectable,  are  en- 
gaged in  it?  Men  deemed  respectable  were  engaged  in  the  cm- 
cifixion  of  the  Saviour,  and  it  has  sometimes  been  thought  to  be 
respectable  to  put  his  friends  to  death?  But  was  it  not  am  immo- 
rality? The  character  of  actions  does  not  change  with  the  opinions 
of  men.  If  actions  are  immoral  when  execrated,  they  are  immor- 
al when  praised.  And  there  may  be  in  this  case,  greater  reason 
than  in  the  other,  to  declaie  them  to  be  immoral.  The  very  fact 
of  their  being  deemed  respectable,  and  practised  by  respectable 
men,  instead  of  being  a  reason  why  tliey  should  not  be  denounc- 
ed as  immoral,  may  be  a  powerful  reason  why  they  should  be.  It 
may  be  impossible  to  change  public  sentiment,  or  for  good  men  to 
do  their  duty,  if  they  do  not  denounce  such  practices  as  immorali- 
ties ;  and  immoralities,  which,  if  understood  and  persevered  in, 
will  bring  upon  their  perpetrators,  the  wrath  of  the  Most  High. 

"But  it  is  not  right,*'  says  another,  "to  denounce  men.** 
The  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  is  not  a  man;  the  traffic  b  it  is  not 
a  man.  There  is  nothing  of  the  attributes,  or  that  deserves  the 
appellation  of  a  man,  about  either.  They  are  practices,  wMch 
God,  in  his  word  and  providence,  for  wise  and  good  reasons,  we 
have  no  doubt,  by  evidence  greater  than  in  a  case  of  life  or 
death,  would  satisfy  any  impartial  court  in  Christendom,  Ins 
shown  to  be  wicked.  Fidelity  to  him  requires  his  people,  in 
words  and  in  deeds,  to  treat  them  as  such.  If  sins  may  not  be 
declared  to  be  sins,  because  men  practice  them,  they  can  never 
be  called  by  their  right  name;  and  will  never  be  treated  according 
to  their  real  character.  They  must  be  spoken  of  as  «iw,  if  you 
would  lead  the  community  to  view  and  treat  them  as  such.  And 
if  any  man  who  practices  those  sins,  thinks  that  so  saying,  ve 
condemn  him,  he  must  renounce  them.  That  is  the  proper  way 
to  escape  condemnation.  It  is  the  only  way.  While  to  forbear 
to  declare  sins,  to  be  sins,  is  the  way  to  perpetuate  them. 

Nor  is  there  any  thing,  as  the  objection  would  insinutte, 
inmiodest,  or  unkind  in  declaring  an  immorality  so  strongly  marked, 
as  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  in  the  plainest  and  strongest  numDer, 
to  be  an  immorality.  It  is  only  speakmg  the  truth  in  love,  con- 
cerning^ a  practice  in  which  some  are  engaged,  which  is  endanger* 
ing  their  souls,  and  the  souls  <^  their  fmow  m&k. 
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Is  it  not  proper,  kindly  and  plainly,  to  say  that  gambfing  issan 
immorality  ?  cut  what  mischief  does  that  do,  compared  with  the 
traffic  in  ardent  spirit  ?  Is  it  not  proper  to  say  that  counterfeiting 
the  public  coin,  and  theft,  are  immoralities  ?  But  what  mischief 
does  either,  or  do  both  of  them  do  to  the  community,  compared 
with  the  mischiefs  produced  by  the  sale  and  drinking  of  ardent 
spirit  ?  Says  an  eloquent  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause,* — "  If 
the  truth  press  hard  upon  the  heart  of  a  fellow  man ;  if  a  fact  fall 
Gke  a  thunderbolt  upon  his  head,  he  is  not  to  be  offended  vnth  me.  * 
Did  /  make  the  truth,  or  the  fact  ?  Have  /  led  him  to  do  the 
act,  which  gives  to  truth  all  its  cutting  power  ?  or,  have  I  made 
him  the  author  of  the  fact ;  the  mere  staten^ent  of  which  is  as  the 
bursting  of  thunder  upon  his  ear  ?  Has  not  he  performed  the 
action,  which  gives  to  truth  its  sword  of  double  edge  ?  and  has 
not  himself  been  guilty  of  the  fact,  the  very  hearing  of  which  is 
as  the  pouncing  of  a  vuUure  upon  his  tritals  9  Should  he  not  be 
4Uigry  mth  himself  and  at  once  enter  upon  the  way  of  reibrma- 
don  f  And,  if  the  little  I  can  say,  produces  such  a  commotion  in 
his  soul,  how  will  he  stand  the  exhibition  of  the  great  day,  the 
Eght  of  the  judgment  ?  If,  the  truth  I  tell,  raises  such  a  storm  in 
his  bosom ;  if  he  quail  before  the  glow-worm  light  shed  around 
him  by  a  fellow  man,  if  his  conscience  is  roused  to  frenzy,  and 
all  the  plausible  and  false  reasonings  must  be  seized  upon  to  give 
him  temporary  quiet,  how  will  such  a  man  stand  before  the  bar  of 
inefiable  light,  and  truth,  and  rectitude  ?  Let  him  tremble  noir, 
while  he  reflects  what  Crod  is,  and  before  what  judgment  seat 
he  will  soon  be  summoned,  when  the  summons  must  and  will  be 
heard  and  obeyed.** 

*'  Well,"  it  b  said,  "  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being  spoken 
of  as  an  immorality  by  individuals,  but  why  should  it  be  done  by 
public  bodies  ?"  Because  public  bodies  have  influence,  and 
the  greater  the  number  of  those  who  unite  in  condemning  a  prac- 
tice that  is  wicked,  the  greater  the  efiect.  It  is  so  on  all  other  sub- 
jects, and  the  friends  of  this  cause  have  judged  that  it  would  be 
so  on  this.  Hence  the  reason,  why  the  American  Congressional 
Temperance  meeting,  the  United  States'  Temperance  Convention, 
ten  State  Temperance  Conventions,  numerous  State  and  County 
Temperance  Societies,  and  various  other  bodies  of  men  of  all 
professions  and  employments,  and  from  all  parts  of  our  country, 
and  multitudes  in  other  countries,  have  united  in  declaring  to  the 
world  their  deep  and  solemn  conviction,  that  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is  an  immoroHtyj  and  ought  to  be 
alMuidoned  throughout  the  worid.  Nor  have  they  stopped  with 
an  expression  of  their  opinion.     They  have  in  various  ways  given 

^Pwfewor  Dewey. 
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to  the  world  the  reasons  of  that  opinion  ;  and  facts  demonstrate 
that  these  reasons  commend  themselves  powerfully  to  the  con- 
science, and  move  strongly  upon  the  heart.  They  are  adapted  to 
do  this.  And  should  they,  by  all  the  friends  of  temperance,  be 
universally  communicated,  and  enforced  by  a  consistent  example, 
they  would  go  on  from  conquering  to  conquer.  Founded  as  thqr 
are  in  truth,  they  take  hold  on  the  moral  nature  of  man ;  pomt 
hun,  as  an  immortal  being,  to  a  world  of  unerring  retribution,  and 
to  a  time  when  the  universe  shall  witness  concerning  each  indi- 
vidual, that  as  he  hath  sown,  so  shall  he  also  reap.  And  thoi^ 
uttered  by  the  breath  of  feeble  dying  men,  yet  coming  as  they  do 
from  the  hearts  of  thousands,  and  as  the  echo  of  that  voice  dm 
spake  and  it  was  done  ;  stamped  on  the  flying  page,  and  scattered 
as  by  the  wines  of  the  wind,  they  have  caught  the  eye  and  reached 
the  heart  of  thousands,  whose  lips  uttered  ^'  Glory  to  €rod  in  the 
highest,  good  will  to  men;"  but  whose  hands  scattered  fire-brands, 
arrows,  and  death.  Many  fountains  that  poured  forth  their 
scorching  poison  have  since  ceased  to  flow ;  and  deserts  kne 
scathed  with  their  burning  contents,  have  become  like  gardens  of 
the  Lord.  Joy  and  gladness  have  been  found  in  them ;  thanks- 
giving, and  the  voice  of  melody.  Men  in  great  numbers  bare 
ceased  to  prey  upon  their  fellow  men  ;  or  to  live  supremely  for 
themselves  ;  and  in  glorifying  God,  and  doing  good,  nave  shown 
tlie  character,  begun  the  business,  and  enjoyed  foretastes  of  the 
bliss  of  heaven. 

Should  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  be 
universally  viewed  and  treated,  as  it  has  been  shown,  by  the  word 
and  providence  of  God,  to  be  in  truth,  an  immaraliiyj  and  as  such 
be  abandoned,  it  would  do  much  to  hasten  the  time,  when  diis 
should  be  the  case  with  all  men  throughout  the  earth. 

The  means  under  Providence  of  universaUy  accomplishinE  this 
residt,  is,  the  universal  dissemmation  of  the  reasons  why  this  should 
be  done,  with  earnest  desire  and  fervent  prayer  for  die  blessingjs 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  render  them  successful.  That  this  may  be 
done,  these  reasons,  the  Conunittee  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society  have  embodied  in  this,  and  their  three  last  Reports. 
These  Reports,  as  before  stated,  are  stereotyped  and  paged 
continuously,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  volume,  exhibiting  the 
great  principles  and  facts  on  this  subject,  and  adapted  to  universal 
circulation.  And  before  closing  this  Report,  wnich  b  to  com- 
plete the  volume,  on  the  wickedness  of  using  or  traffidtii^  in 
ardent  spirit  as  a  drink,  they  would  briefly  address  four  classes 
of  men,  viz :    Moderate   drinkers  ;    men   who    purnish 

THEM  WITH  ARDENT  SPIRIT  ;   MINISTERS  OP  THE  GOSPEL,  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  CHRISTIAN  CHURCHES. 
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ADDRESS. 

I.  To  MODERATE  DRINKERS.  By  these  we  mean  men  who 
drink  ardent  spirit,  but  who  do  not  get  intoxicated. 

Fellow  C/Itizens — You  are  a  class  of  persons  like  those 
with  whom  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  commenced ;  and  to 
whom  it  was  designed,  by  sober  men,  to  be  confined.  Their 
object  in  its  introduction,  as  a  drink,  was  not  to  make  drunkards, 
but  to  benefit  sober  men.  But  such  is  the  nature  of  this  liquor, 
and  such  the  character  of  men,  that  if  they  drink  it,  it  will  injure 
them,  and  in  many  cases,  lead  to  drunkenness  and  ruin.  Obser- 
vation, and  the  experience  of  250  years,  have  proved  this. 

Of  course  it  must  be  wicked  to  drink  it,  unless  it  is  needful  or 
useful.  But  the  great  body  of  all  intelligent  physicians  who  have 
exammed  this  subject,  testify  that  it  is  neither.  And  the  experi- 
ence of  millions  of  men,  show  that  their  testimony  is  true.  And 
it  is  also  proved  by  the  experience  of  all  who  have  given  it  a  fair 
triah  that  men  of  all  ages,  and  in  all  kinds  of  lawful  business,  are 
better  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  than  with  it.  More  than  a 
million  of  men  have  made  the  experiment.  Of  course,  the  point 
is  settled.  Men  are  better  without  it.  It  is,  then,  wicked  for  you 
to  drink  it.  Because  by  drinking  it,  you  teach  the  doctrine  that  it 
is  needful,  or  useful,  or  innocent ;  no  one  of  which  is  true.  You 
perpetuate  a  practice,  which,  if  perpetuated,  will  form,  and  perpet- 
uate, and  increase  intemperate  appetites,  and  lead  multitudes  down 
to  death.  And  you  do  this,  without  any  good  reason,  and  against 
all  good  reasons.  And  if  this  does  not  appear  so  to  you,  it  is 
because  you  drink  spirit,  and  while  you  continue  to  drink  it,  you 
will  be  under  its  deluding  power.  Being  in  its  nature  a  mocker, 
it  will  deceive  you.  The  fact  that  you  think  it  does  you  good, 
shows  that  you  are  deceived.  It  is  one  of  those  things  which 
make  men  call  evil,  good,  and  good,  evil ;  and  to  do  it  often  with 
great  confidence.  But  it  is  wicked  to  be  thus  deceived;  and 
especially  amidst  all  the  light  which  God,  in  his  Word,  and  by  his 
providence,  has  furnished,  is  it  wicked  to  perpetuate  that  decep- 
tion ;  and  be  the  means  of  extending  and  perpetuating  its  influence 
over  others.  We  entreat  you,  therefore,  for  your  own  sake,  and 
for  the  sake  of  others,  that  you  would  renounce  the  drinking  of 
ardent  spirit  for  ever. 

There  is  another  reason  why  we  most  earnestly  entreat  you  to 
do  this.  You  are  instrumental  in  perpetuating  the  traffic  in  ardent 
spirit.  It  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  all  the  drunkards  in  the 
world  to  perpetuate  this  traffic,  if  it  were  not  for  the  moderate 
drinkers.  There  would  be  hardly  a  man  in  the  community  foolish 
enough  to  continue  it  for  drunkards  only,  afler  all  sober  men  have 
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renounced  the  drinking  of  it.  And  if  a  man  should  do  it,  drunk- 
ards  only  would  not  long  make  profitable  customers ;  and  the  mas 
who  should  furnish  spirits  to  them,  and  thus  perpetuate  their 
abominations,  would  be  esteemed  by  the  community,  as  among  the 
most  guilty  of  the  whole.  Sellers  of  this  poison  often  declare 
that  they  would  not  keep  it  a  day,  for  drunkards  merely.  But  tbej 
have  some  sober,  respectable  customers  that  want  it ;  and  they  keep 
it  for  them.  This  is  the  case  with  the  great  body  of  sober  rum- 
sellers.  For  this  reason  we  noost  earnestly  entreat  yoa  to 
renounce  for  ever  the  drinking  of  it.  If  you  do  not,  you  are  loaded 
with  the  amazing,  the  overwhelming  responsibility  of  perpetuating 
that  awfully  innnoral  traffic,  and  its  abominations.  It  is  a  respon- 
sibility, which,  if  you  continue,  you  will,  to  all  eternity,  wish  that 
you  had  thrown  off,  or  never  assumed.  As  friends  to  you,  to 
your  children,  and  to  the  community,  we  entreat  you  ;  as  fnoids 
to  the  Saviour  and  the  eternal  interests  of  men,  we  entreat  you  for 
their  sakes,  for  your  own  sake,  and  for  His  sake  to  renounce 
the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit.  And  unless  your  experience  sbaD 
be  altogether  different  from  that  of  1,500,000  others  who  bse 
renounced  it,  you  will  have  reason  to  bless  God,  and  thaiik 
those  who  induced  you  to  talce  this  course,  for  ever  and  ever. 

II.    To  THOSE  WHO  FURNISH  ARDENT  SPIRIT  TO  MODERATE 
DRINKERS. 

The  ardent  spirit  which  you  sell  b  composed  of  alcohol  and 
water.  Alcohol  is  composed  of  hydrogen,  carbon,  and  oxygen,  in 
the  proportion  of  about  14,  52,  and  34  parts  to  the  hundred ;  and 
is,  as  all  chemists  and  physicians  know,  a  poison.  When  taken 
in  small  quantities,  it  disturbes  healthy  action,  produces  an  unnat- 
ural excitement,  and  causes  more  or  less  disease  ;  and  when  Uien 
in  large  quantities,  or  in  smaller  quantities  habitually,  destrc^ 
human  life.  According  to  the  testmiony  of  the  most  eminent 
physicians,  and  those  best  acquainted  with  this  subject,  more  than 
30,000  persons  have  been  killed  by  it,  in  the  United  States,  b  i 
year.  And  those  who  have  drunk  it,  have  generally  had  their 
lives  much  shortened.  It  has  also  been  the  cause  of  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  diseases  with  which  our  countrymen  have  been  afflicted; 
and  has  often  rendered  tliose  diseases  which  have  arisen  from 
other  causes  more  fatal  than  they  otherwise  would  have  been.  It 
has  also  occasioned,  as  you  know,  a  great  portion  of  all  the  pau- 
perism, crimes,  and  wretchedness  which  have  prevailed.  It  has 
hindered  men  from  becoming  righteous,  and  rendered  them  much 
more  wicked.  It  has  greatly  obstructed  the  progress  of  the  gospel, 
and  all  means  for  human  salvation ;  and  been  instrumental,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  in  the  ruin  of  many  souls.  While  the  tr^iffic  in  it 
is  continued,  these  evils  will  be  perpetuated  ;  and  you  will  be  held 
accountable  to  God  for  being  instrumental  in  producing  tliem. 
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It  is  now  known  that  the  drinkinz  of  ardent  spirit  is  not  need* 
All,  or  useful ;  and  that  men  in  health,  under  all  circumstances,  are 
better  without  it.  Facts  prove  this.  Of  course,  it  is  manifestly 
wicked  to  drink  it.  Yet  by  selling  it  you  teach  the  doctrine,  that 
the  drinking  of  it  b  right.  This  doctrine  is  false,  and  to  multi- 
tudes, it  is  fatal.  You  cannot,  in  view  of  the  fiicts,  without  great 
guilt  and  danger,  continue  to  teach  this  doctrine.  It  b  teaching 
a  falsehood. 

By  furnishing  ardent  spirit  to  moderate  drinkers,  you  help  to 
form  intemperate  appetites,  and  to  perpetuate  intemperance.  If 
none  were  sold  except  to  drunkards,  they  would  all  soon  be  dead; 
and  if  no  other  drunkards  were  made,  drunkenness  would  cease. 
But  by  selling  it  to  moderate  drinkers,  as  fast  as  one  generation 
of  drunkards  are  killed,  another  b  prepared  to  fill  their  places ; 
and  then  another,  and  another  ;  and  so  drunkenness  b  perpetuated. 
The  men  who  sell  to  moderate  drinkers,  are  therefore  accessory 
to  all  these  evib  ;  and  are  in  fact  instrumental  in  producing  and 
perpetuating  them.  This  is  teiched.  We  entreat  you,  therefore, 
not  to  do  it.  It  will,  in  the  end,  injure  you.  It  will  endanger 
your  salvation,  and  will  destroy  many  of  your  fellow  men. 

You  also,  by  increasing  the  pauperism  and  crimes,  greatly 
increase  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  community.  The  taxes  of 
the  people  for  the  support  of  paupers  and  the  prosecution  of 
criminals,  are  through  your  instrumentality  greatly  augmented. 
This  is  positively  unjust.  You  have  no  moral  right  for  your  own 
individual  profit,  even  if  it  were  profitable,  to  carry  on  a  business 
which  thus  tends  to  injure  the  public.  It  is  a  violation  of  one  of 
the  first  principles  of  common  law,  and  b  forbidden  by  the  Bible; 
and  if  you  were  not  shielded  by  an  unjust  statute,  you  would  be 
liable  to  indictment  at  common  law,  for  perpetuatmg  a  nuisance. 
Many  a  man  lias  been  indicted,  and  convicted,  and  condenmed, 
for  causing  a  nubance  that  did  not  do  to  the  community  half  the 
the  mischief  which  is  done  by  your  business. 

But  do  you  say,  that  as  you  have  a  license,  and  are  thus  shielded 
by  human  statute  fi-om  legal  prosecution,  you  are  therefore  shielded 
fix)m  guilt  ?  This  b  by  no  means  the  case.  The  law  which 
licenses  you  to  carry  on  this  immoral  business,  is  itself,  an  immoral 
law.  It  was  passed  while  men  were  under  the  delusion  of  sup- 
posing  that  ardent  spirit,  if  taken  moderately,  is  beneficial.  This 
IS  now  known  to  be  fabe.  Of  course  all  the  supposed  foundation 
for  licensing  the  traffic  in  it,  has  vanished.  Had  the  facts  always 
been  known  on  thb  subject,  which  are  known  now,  and  men  been 
dbposed  to  do  right,  it  never  would  have  been  licensed.  And  the 
licensing  of  it  ought  not  now  to  be  continued.  And  while  it  b 
continued,  it  does  not  justify,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  any  one  in 
taking  out  a  license,^-or  b  selling  spirit,  if  he  has  one.  As  the 
8*  12 
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thing  is  in  itself  wrong,  no  human  statute,  and  no  license  of  met 
can  make'  it  right ;  or  secure  any  one,  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
if  he  continues  in  it,  from  the  withering  indignation  of  the  Almighty. 

It  is  not  honest.  You  do  not  furnish  to  the  moderate  droiker 
any  thing  of  real  value  for  his  money.  He  had  better  be  without 
it.  And  should  he,  after  paying  for  the  spirit,  turn  it  on  the 
ground,  it  would  be  better  for  him  than  it  is  to  drink  it.  It  does 
him  real  injury.  Do  you  say  that  you  are  not  answerable  fiar 
that  injury,  if  he  chooses  to  diink  it  ?  But  if  you  know,  or  by 
doing  your  duty  might  know,  that  it  is  to  him  an  injury,  you  an 
answerable.  You  have  no  moral  right  to  take  his  money  for  that 
which  you  know,  or  might  know,  will  only  injure  him ;  much  less 
have  you  a  right  to  teach  by  business,  as  you  do,  the  falsehood, 
that  it  will  benefit  him.  And  if  you  continue  to  do  this,  you  wiD, 
by  the  Divine  Being,  by  your  own  conscience,  and  by  an  enlight- 
ened community,  be  condemned. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  you  are  doing  an  immense 
injury  to  mankind.  You  are  aiding  in  perpetuatii^  a  practice 
which  will  gready  expose  the  children  and  youth  to  pursue  a 
course,  that  will  blast  their  characters,  destroy  their  usefulness, 
and  ruin  their  souls. 

Who  gave  you,  and  who  can  give  you  a  moral  right  to  pursue  a 
business  which  increases  four-fold  the  exposure  of  our  chUdren  and 
youth  to  become  drunkards,  and  be  ruined  ?  a  business  tliat  tends 
to  demoralize  their  character,  to  increase  their  diseases,  to  shorten 
their  lives,  and  destroy  their  souls  r  Wlio  gave  you,  or  who  can  give 
you,  a  moral  right  to  increase  tlie  pauperism  and  crimes,  the  pecu- 
niary burdens  and  the  wretchedness  of  the  community  ?  to  aid  in 
perpetuating  a  custom,  that,  if  continued,  will  perpetuate  intemper- 
ance, and  roll  its  desolating  curses  over  future  generations  ?  Who 
gave  you,  or  who  can  give  you  a  moral  right  to  obstruct  the 

Progress  of  the  gospel,  and  iihuler  the  gracious  reign  of  the 
Ledeemer  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men  ;  and  thus  to 
counteract  his  merciful  designs  for  their  spiritual  illumination  and 
eternal  salvation  from  sin  and  death,  and  their  restoration  to  the 

Eurity  and  blessedness,  the  light  and  glory  of  heaven  ?  No  one 
as  given  you  this  right  —  and  no  one  can  do  it.  There  is  no 
such  moral  right  for  any  creature  in  the  universe.  You  are  acting 
in  this  business  against  all  moral  right.  And  when  the  communiQ', 
long  and  grossly  injured,  complain, — instead  of  infringing  your 
rights,  you,  while  you  continue,  are  constantly  trampling  on  theirs. 
You  are  doing  injuiies,  not  only  which  you  have  no  moral  right 
to  do,  but  which  no  legislator  has  any  moral  right  to  license  you 
to  do.     It  is  a  business  which  moral  right  forbids. 

And  if  you  continue  to  pursue  it,  you  do  it  in  violation  of  that 
moral  obligation  wliich  binds  you,  as  an  intelligent,  accountable 
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agent,  to  glorify  Grod,  and  to  do  good,  and  good  only ,  as  you  have 
opportunity,  to  all  men;  and  which  will  hold  you  responsible,  to 
an  endless  retribution,  according  to  your  works. 

And  now  when  tlie  public  mind  is  settling  down  upon  the  con- 
clusion that  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is 
immoral;*  and  the  question  is  to  be  decided  whether  it  is,  or  is  not 
to  be  continued;  and  you  are  to  be  one  by  whom  tiie  decision  is 
to  be  made,  and  made  too  not  merely  for  time  but  for  eternity, 
wc  beseech  you,  most  kindly,  and  most  earnestly  beseech  you, 
each  one  who  has  been  engaged  in  tiie  business  of  furnishing 
ardent  spirit  to  moderate  drinkers^  without  delay  to /enounce  it. 
Cease  any  longer  to  do  evil.  Do  good,  and  good  only,  to  all,  as 
you  have  opportunity,  and  thereby,  good  shall  come  unto  you. 
That  great  deep  into  which  so  many  have  plunged  never  to  rise, 
will  be  dried  up,  and  a  way  be  opened  for  blessings,  in  rich 
variety  and  abundance  to  flow  down  upon  men,  to  all  future  ages. 

HI.  To  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  of  every  name,  and 
i.x  every  country. 

With  great '  respect,  and  with  an  ajffectionate  regard  to  your 
higl)  and  sacred  office,  we  address  you.  We  view  you  as  ap- 
pointed by  the  God  of  Heaven  to  proclaim  his  will  to  men.  That 
will  is  made  known  in  his  Word,  and  liis  works.  These,  as  we 
fully  believe,  and  deeply  feel,  both  show  with  great  clearness, 
that  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  the  traffic  in  it,  to  be  used  as  a 
drink,  are  morally  wrong;  a  violation  of  the  divine  law.  Millions 
are  now  groaning,  and  have  long  groaned  under  the  effects  of  this 
violation;  a  sad  memento  to  all  ages,  that,  ^'  the  way  of  transgres- 
sors is  hard." 

We  are,  therefore,  exceedingly  desirous,  as  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  eternal  destiny  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow  men  will  be 
deeply  affected  by  it,  that  not  only  a  part,  as  is  now  the  case,  a 
large  part,  but  diat  the  whole  of  your  number  should  abstain  from 
the  drinking  of  this  poison,  and  from  the  traffic  in  it;  and  should 
also  not  only  be  convinced,  but  should  show  by  your  preaching  and 
practice,  that  you  are  convinced,  tliat  bodi  are  a  violation  of  the 
will  of  God;  and  that  regard  to  Him,  to  themselves,  and  the  com- 
munity, require  that  all  men  should  abstain  from  them.  For  this 
purpose  wc  most  respectfully  request  you  to  examine  thorouglily 
the  Reports  of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  and  such 
other  documents  as  have  been  published  on  iliis  subject,  with  fer- 
vent prayer  daily,  for  the  guidance  and  blessings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And  especially  do  we  entreat  you,  each  one,  to  cease 
entirely  from  the  drinking  of  the  poison,  yourself;  for  if  you  do 
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not,  it  will  tend  powerfully  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
Heavenly  Messenger,  and  of  the  most  conclusive  reasons.  Men 
must,  on  this  subject,  cease  to  do  evil,  or  they  will  not  likely 
feel  a  practical  conviction  of  their  9bligation  to  do  well.  Tl^ 
mocker  has  power,  often,  when  men  are  only  under  its  moderate 
influence,  to  prevent  the  effect,  even  of  demonstration  itself.  And  if 
men  continue  to  tamper  with  it,  only  moderately,  especially  Chris- 
tian men,  and  most  of  all,  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  we  cannot 
expect  that  they  will  ever  view  it  and  treat  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

Dui  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  it,  and  all  connection  with 
the  traffic  in  it;  examination  and  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
obtained  by  hearty  desire,  fervent  prayer,  and  consistent  conduct, 
have  convinced  thousands,  that  to  drink  it  or  traffic  in  it  is  sinful. 
A  simihr  course  would,  as  we  believe,  convince  all.  And  the 
benefits,  which  such  a  conviction,  with  correspondent  preaching 
and  practice,  would  produce,  no  tongue  can  teU.  It  might  be  m- 
strumental  in  saving  vast  multitudes  from  perdition. 

A  most  excellent  and  respectable  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  led 
to  look  at  this  subject  in  the  light  of  the  principles  and  facts  ex- 
hibited in  our  Reports.  ''It  is,"  said  he,  ''  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  momentous  subjects  in  the  world.  I  never  viewed  it  in 
that  light  before;  I  will  not  drink  any  more  brandy."  Here  we 
have  a  reason  why  he  had  never  viewed  it  in  that  light  before.  He 
had  drunk  a  little  brandy — a  very  moderate  quantity  after  preach- 
ing; and  had  been,  of  course,  to  a  ereat  degree,  blind  to  its  na- 
ture and  effects,  long  after  many  of  his  brethren,  who  drank  nom^ 
had  clearly  seen  them.  He  now  resolved  ta  break  oflT,  and 
renounce  the  poison.  He  uttered  this  resolution.  It  was  heard 
by  a  magistrate,  who  said,  ''I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  Doctor.  It 
is  a  resolution  more  important,  perhaps,  than  you  are  aware  of. 

I  was  conversing,  last  week,  with  Major ,  who  you  know  b 

killing  himself  by  drinking  brandy.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
break  ofi*,  entirely,  he  would  soon  be  a  dead  man.  I  pointed  him 
to  his  family,  and  entreated  him  to  give  up  drinking.  He  heard 
me  very  patiently."     "But,"  said  he,  "  there  is  good  Doctor 

," mentioning  the  name  of  this  very  minister,  "he  drinks 

brandy  ;  and  if  he  drinks  it,  why  may  not  I  ?  "  Here  was  a 
drunkard  going  down  to  death,  who  must  give  up  his  brandy  or 
perish;  and  yet  shielded,  in  his  own  estimation,  fromguDt  in  con- 
tinuing to  drink  it,  because  that  good  Doctor  of  Divini^  drank 
it.  How  many  other  drunkards  have  been  in  the  same  condition, 
the  light  of  eternity  will  disclose.  And  that  light  too  will  show 
how  great  a  share  of  the  guilt  of  their  ruin,  must  eternally  attach 
to  ministers  of  the  Grospel.  Nor  is  this  all.  It  is  indeed  but  a 
very  small  part  of  the  mischief.  Many  a  moderate  drinker, 
shielded  firom  the  convictions  of  truth  and  the  reproofs  of  con- 
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science,  by  the  example  of  ministers,  will  continue  to  drink,  and 
tlieir  hopes  be  blastea  for  ever.  And  many  'a  youth,  too,  will 
adopt  the  habit  of  drinking,  become  a  drunkard,  and  go  down  to 
death. 

A  father,  conversing  with  his  own  son,  who  had  become  a 
drunkard,  told  him  that  he  must  break  off  the  use  of  spirit,  en- 
tirely^ or  he  would  certainly  die.  The  son  did  not  deny  this 
truth.  ^^  But,"  said  he,  ''you  drink  spirit.  And  if  you  drink 
it,  why  may  not  I? "  The  father,  or  the  minister  who  means  to 
continue  to  drink,  might  answer;  ''  Because  you  drink  too  much. 
I  do  not  take,  or  do  not  mean  to  take,  any  more  than  does  me  good. ' ' 
And  the  drunkard  might  answer,  ^^tio  don't  I.  I  am  as  much 
opposed  to  drinking  too  mucky  as  you  are.  But  a  little,  you 
think,  does  good,  and  so  do  I.  That  is  all  I  mean  to  take."  And 
so  he  goes  down  to  death.  Who  must  judge  how  much  makes 
him  feel  better,  if  not  the  man  himself  ? 

Deacon ,  after  hearing  from  liis  minister,  a  powerful  ser- 
mon against  drunkards,  said,  ''  It  is  abommable  to  drink  as  many 
men  do.  To  take  a  little,"  said  he,  as  he  was  stirring  up  liis 
glass,  during  the  intermission,  ''  I  think  does  a  man  good;  but  to 
drink  so  much  as  some  men  do,  is  abominable.  They  ought  to  be 
preached  against."  What  would  such  a  man  do,  whether  deacon 
or  minister,  in  reclaiming  drunkards?  Nothing.  Who  does  not 
know,  that  drunkards  must  break  off  entirely ^  or  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  they  will  ever  be  reclaimed?  And  what  can  the  doc- 
trine, taught  by  precept  or  example,  that  a  little  does  good,  do 
towards  reclaiming  tliem?  Nothing.  It  makes  drunkards,  and 
perpetuates  drunkenness.  If  deacons  and  ministers  drink,  the 
church  members  and  parishioners  will  drink.  Each  one  will 
judge,  in  his  own  case,  how  much  does  him  good ;  drunken- 
ness will  continue,  and  it  will  continue  to  plunge  its  victims  into 
hopeless  death. 

We  again  beseech  you,  therefore,  to  read,  with  deep  attention, 
our  Reports;  and  especially  those  parts  of  them  which  show,  the 
fatal  effects^  of  even  a  little  ardent  spirit^  in  counteracting  the 
efficacy  of  the  Gospel^  grieving  away  the  Holy  Ghost^  and  ruin- 
ing the  souk  of  men.  And  as  it  is  proved  that  even  a  little,  b, 
and  from  its  nature  ever  must  be,  injurious;  and  that  multitudes,  if 
they  take  a  little,  will  be  led  to  take  much,  we  put  it  to  your  con- 
sciences, in  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  whetlier  it  is  not  your  duty, 
your  indispensable  duty,  to  abstain  from  it  entirely.  You  cannot, 
in  your  high  and  responsible  station,  teach  the  fatel  here^,^  that  it 
is  right  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  and  not  do  infinite  mischief 

''  If  even  meat  make  my  brother  to  offend,"  said  a  great  ex- 
emplar of  Christian  ministers,  ''  I  will  eat  none  while  the  woild 
standeth."    How  much  less,  then,  would  be  take  primmlf  After 
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it  had  been  shown,  by  the  most  conclusive  evidence,  to  be  poison; 
and  proved  by  the  experience  of  millions,  that  men  are  in  aU  respects 
better  without  it?  and  that  it  cannot  be  taken  without  leading  nnil- 
titiides  to  ruin?  How  certain  is  it,  that  he  would  not,  under  suck 
circumstances,  take  any  while  the  world  standeth.  Apostolic  in 
principle,  and  millennial  in  effects,  will  be  the  efforts  of  Christen- 
dom, when  all  her  ministers  and  deacons  and  church  members, 
shaD  be  governed  m  all  things,  by  the  same  high  and  holy  motives. 

Yours,  Reverend  and  respected  Sirs,  is  the  privilege,  the  honor, 
and,  as  we  most  solemnly  believe,  the  duty  of  setting  this  high  and 
holy  example.  As  captains  of  the  Lord's  hosts,  and  pioneers 
in  the  emancipation  of  the  world,  you  are  bound  to  lead  m  those 
measures  which  are  to  fill  it  with  light,  purity  and  love.  But, 
ah,  should  the  light  which  is  in  you,  be  darkness,  that  darkness 
will  be  very  great;  and  the  consequences,  to  multitudes,  wiU  be 
overwhelmingly  dreadful. 

But  we  hope  and  expect  better  things,  though  we  thus  speak. 
We  cannot  but  hope  and  expect,  that  you  will  take  such  a  course 
as  not  only  to  be  convinced  that  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit,  and 
the  traffic  in  it,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  are  morally  wrong,  but  tint 
you  will  feel  it  to  be  your  duty,  by  preaching  and  practice,  to 
show  this  to  your  people.     And  if  the  truth  on  this  sul:yect  is 

Eroclaimed  from  the  pulpit,  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  it  wiD 
e  embraced  by  the  chiux^hes.  And  by  walking  in  the  truth,  thejr 
will  be  sanctified  by  it,  and  they  will  become  free  firom  the  guih, 
under  which  the^  have  long  groaned,  of  being  accessory  to  the 
perpetuating  of  mtemperance.  They  will  find  the  way  of  truth 
to  be  a  way  of  pleasantness,  and  a  patli  of  peace.  And  tint 
miehty  obstruction  to  the  efficacy  of  the  gospel,  being  removed, 
and  the  Gospel  proclaimed  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from 
Heaven,  Zion  will  arise  and  shine,  her  light  being  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  will  rest  upon  her. 

IV.  To  THE  Members  of  the  Churches  of  Christ,  of 

EVERT  DENOMINATION  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD,  WC  WOuM 

also  address  a  few  words. 

The  chiu-ch  in  its  character  and  object,  is  but  one.  It  was 
established  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  to  be  on  earth,  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  his  truth.  Its  members  were  designed,  by  their  prin- 
ciples, profession  and  practice,  to  be  the  means  of  extending  the 
knowledge  of  his  truth  to  all  people,  and  perpetuating  it  to  ail 
a^es.  If  what  is  shown  in  his  word  and  his  works,  to  be  truth,  is 
viewed  and  treated  as  such  by  them,  it  will  be  by  others.  Thus  its 
influence  will  be  extended  and  perpetuated.  They  are  the  divine- 
ly appointed  instruments  for  producine  such  effects.  And  although 
vresk  and  insufficient  in  themselves,  through  him  they  are  nii(^, 
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even  to  the  puUiug  down  of  the  strongest  holds  of  sin  and  Satan, 
and  to  the  rearing  upon  their  ruins  the  kingdom  and  throne  of  the 
Redeemer. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  view  and  treat  as  moral,  what  Grod 
has  shown  to  be  immoral,  it  will,  under  tlie  full  blaze  of  revela- 
tion, and  amidst  all  the  splendors  of  Providence,  be  viewed  and 
treated  as  moral  by  others.  The  world  will  grope  in  darkness  ; 
and  men  go  down  in  sin,  to  hopeless  death.  Without  the  exam- 
ples of  members  of  the  church,  we  have  not  the  divinely  appoint- 
ed instrumentality,  for  reclaiming  the  world;  and  vain  will  be  our 
efforts  to  do  it.  Hence,  the  importance,  and  even  the  necessity, 
if  they  would  comply  with  the  will  of  their  Lord,  of  actings  each 
one,  in  accordance  with  his  truth.  It  is  not  enough  for  tibem  to 
have  in  theory,  or  profession  merely,  a  scriptural  creed;  nor  is  it 
enough  that  they  should  have  a  minister  who  in  speculation,  or 
the  inculcation  of  doctrine,  should  preach  according  to  it.  He 
must  show  them  also,  from  the  word  and  providence  of  God, 
what  practices  are  allowed,  and  what  are  condemned ;  and  thev 
must  treat  them  accordingly.  Nor  is  it  enough  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Bible  should  govern  them  in  their  devotions,  and  re- 
ligious duties  merely;  they  must  govern  them  in  their  eating  and 
drinking,  in  their  buying  and  selling,  in  all  the  business,  and  in  all 
the  concerns  of  life. 

And  as  the  buying  and  selling  of  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as 
a  drink,  are  manifestly  immoral,  and  have  been  shown  to  be  im- 
moral ;  we  earnestly  beseech  all  members  of  churches,  of  all 
denominations,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  treat  them  as  im- 
moral. If  they  do  not,  tney  are  not,  on  this  subject,  the  pillar 
or  ground  of  the  truth;  but  of  error;  and  are  instrumental  in  up- 
holding, extending,  and  perpetuating  that  error,  with  all  its  destruc* 
tive  consequences  to  the  character,  happiness  and  prospects  of 
men. 

And  the  fact  tliat  some  church  members  are  now  speaking  and 
acting  as  if  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  is 
moral;  or  not,  as  it  is  in  truth,  manifestly  inmioral,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  hindrances  to  the  triumphs  of  temperance  ;  and  one  of  the 
most  operative  and  powerful  causes  of  perpetuating  intemperance. 
While  members  of  churches  continue  this  course,  they  act  against 
the  a*eat  object  for  which  the  church  was  established  ;  for  which 
the  Saviour  died ;  for  which  the  Gospel  is  preached,  and  all  the 
means  of  grace  were  appointed.  They  oppose  the  reign  of  the 
Redeemer  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men ;  and  exert  a  mighty 
influence  to  render  sinning  and  suffering  eternal. 

We  renewedly  beseech  each,  and  every  one  of  them,  therefore, 
to  abstain  entirely  fircHn  the  drinking  of  this  poisoD,  and  from  the 
fiimisbing  of  it,  m  any  wqr,  to  be  drunk;  ana  do  aU  in  his  poww, 
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by  the  dissemination  of  informauon,  and  by  the  exertion  of  a  kind 
persevering  moral  influence,  to  extend  and  perpetuate  this  course 
throughout  the  world. 

To  you,  Beloved  Brethren,  in  so  doing,  we  look,  as  the  means, 
and  to  Grod  as  the  cause,  with  sure  hope  and  unw^avering  expecta- 
tion of  this  mighty  destroyer,  this  aggravated  immorality,  this  foul 
abomination,  and  deep  disgrace,  being  for  ever  done  away. 

The  temperance  reformation,  which  has  scattered  the  darkness 
and  broken  the  slumber  of  ages,  and  is  now  travelling  in  the  great- 
ness of  mercy  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  world,  was  begun 
by  the  influence  of  the  Bible.  It  was  undertaken  in  prayer,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  souls  from  sin  and  death.  It  was  to 
remove  that  mighty  obstruction  to  the  eflSicacy  of  the  Redeemer's 
kindness,  which,  while  continued,  will  keep  milUons  in  spiritual 
bondage;  and  to  open  the  way  for  the  speedy  and  universal 
triumphs  of  his  grace.  This  it  is,  we  believe,  which  has  led  Him 
to  favor  it,  and  by  his  mighty  power  to  crown  it  so  extensively 
with  his  blessing.  And  this  it  is,  which  inspires  us  with  the  con- 
tinually growing  expectation,  that  if  his  friends  do  their  duty,  it 
will  never  stop,  till  drunkeimess  has  ceased  from  under  heaven. 

To  friends  of  Christ  and  of  man,  therefore,  of  every  name  and 
in  every  place,  we  would  say,  brethren,  go  forward.  Be  strong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Take  unto  your- 
selves the  whole  armor  of  God.  Pray  with  all  prayer  and  suppli- 
cation in  the  spirit,  and  watch  thereunto  with  aU  perseverance. 
Be  not  weary  m  well  doing.  In  due  time  ye  shall  reap  abund- 
andy  if  ye  fiunt  not.  And  to  Him  who  is  the  author  ana  finisher 
of  all  good  works*  and  who  is  able  and  willing  to  do  exceediiig 
abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask,  or  think,  according  to  the  riches 
of  his  grace ;  and  to  his  continued  benediction,  we  would  devoudy 
commend  this  great  concern ;  saying  in  humility,  faith,  and  action, 
^^Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  servants,  and  thy  gloiy  unto 
their  children.  And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon 
us  ;  and  establish  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us  ;  yea,  the 
work  of  our  hands,  establish  thou  it." 
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.  ilbany.  Rev.  Mr.  Dorsey,  ,9niutpolia.  CkarUaUm, 

lion.  Reuben   H.  Walworth,  R.  French,  m.  o.,  V.  S.  Army.  Rev.  Benja.  GilderslMve,  i^. 

do.  Rev.  J.  P.  K.  Henshan*,  BdlH-  Hon.  Thomas  8.  Grimke,d«. 

Samuel  Ward,  JWio  York.  more.  Rev.  Thomas    GouldtnCt  O- 

*John  Watts,  Jr.  m.  d.  do.         Hon.   J.    C.    Herbert,    Prinu     lumbiu. 
S.  V.  S.  Wilder.  do.  George^*  Co.  Rev.  George  Howe,  da. 

Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  do.         Christian  Keener,  Baltimore.     Thomas  Lenre,  Jahn''s ialaad. 
*  Alexander  MrCuUock,  do.         Rev.  BenJ.  M.  ^mer,  Gtete- 

NEW  JERSEY.  D.  Murray,  FJk  Ridge  landimg.      tan. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Alexander,  Prince-  P.  Neflf,  Baltimore.  Rev.  Edward  Palmer,  faeatt 

ton.  Rev.  William  Nevins,  do.  liga. 

Samuel  Bayard,  do.  Alexander  Randall,  .^nxspslM.  Rev.  Elipha  White,  JdheV  iV- 

Hon.  Lewis  Condict,  Jilorria-  John  Ridont,  m.  d.,  tfo.  •     and, 

tOKn.  Rev.  W.  W.  Watson,  do.  k 

Rev.  Baxter  Dickinson,  JWip-  GEORGIA. 

'    ark.  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.  Daniel  Chandler. 

Bon.    Theod.  Frelingbuysen,  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  tVaahingtan.  Joseph  Cmnmlnni. 

da.  Rev.  S.  Chapin,  do.  Walter  T.  Colqtiilt. 

Rev.  W.  T.  Hamilton,  do.         John  Covle,  Jr.,  do.  Isaac  N.  Davis. 

Rev.  Philip  C.  Hay,       do.         Hon.  William  Cranch,  da.        Tomlinson  Fort,  w.  o. 
Rev.  C.  Hodte,  Princeton.  Rev.  Ellas  Harrison,  Jitaxan-  Augustus  B.  Longstreet. 

Rev.  D.  MtLfAe.EUtabethtoum.       dria.  Joseph  H.  LnmiMdn,  JJxmi- 

Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  Princeton.  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  de.  ten. 

His  Ex.  Peter  D.  Vroom.  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  tTaahing-  Yelverton  P.  Ring. 

ton.  Adrie!  Sherwood. 

^  PENNSYLVANIA.  Rev.  Reuben  Post,  do.  Rev.  Joseph.  C  Stiles,  Darin. 

Samuel  Agnew,  m.  d.,  Dau-  Thomas  Sewall,  m.  d.,  do.         Christopher  B.  Strong. 

pkin  Co.  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  Oeorgetavn.  Rev.  J.  K.  Talmage,  jfivs^ 

Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  PkUadel-  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Stockton,  de.  George  H.  Young. 

phia. 
Henry  Bird.rfo  VIRGINIA.  OHIO. 

Rev.  John  Breckenridge,  do.     Rev.  Wm.  J.  Armstrong,  Rich-  Hon.  Charles  Anthony,  Gari 
A.  Carothers,  Cartiale.  mend.  Co. 

Isaac  Collins,  i»Aii«Wp*ia.         Rev.  George  A.  Baxter,  Prince  Rev.  A.  P.  Aydelott,  Cmeia 
L.  B.  (iebhard,  m.  d.,  do.  Ed.  Co.  nati. 

John  H.  Gordon,  m.  d.   Buck*  David  J.  Burr,  Richmend.  Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,    da. 

_  ^\     ^     „  Gen.  J.  H.  Cocke,  #TM«afiiM  Co.  Hon.  John  Bigger,  IFerrss  Ca. 

Rev.  Luther  Halsey,  Allegheny-  A.  Converse,  Richmond.  Rev.  R.  Bigelow,  CsteaOw. 

,  ^/^":     .  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Foot,  Ramnay.     Rev.  Thoaua  Brainaid,  Or- 

John  Harris,  m.  d..  Centre  Ca.   Wm.  S.  Glassell,  Culpepper  Co.     eimtati. 
Isaac  Heistcr,  m.  d.,  Reading.   Rev.  Wm.  HW.PrineeEd.  Co.  Rev.  R.  H.  Bishop.  (Mard. 
Alexander  Henry,  PhUadelp&a.  Redick  McKee,  WheaHng.         S.  P.  Chase,  Esq."    de. 
Rev.    Francis    Herron,    Pitta-  Rev.  W.  S.  Plumer,   Petara-  G.  W.  Doane.  Pkkmmmy  Ca. 

]^f^B.Jjiyd,Phaaddpkia.       *Rev.  John    H.  Rice,  Frime     Ca.  '      ^ 

Sev.  John  Manh.    do.  Ed.  Co,  Rev.  James  Hoge,  rffamlaf 

James  McFariand,  Waakingtan  *ReT.  Robtrt  Beapl*,   Rich-  Hon.  Jtraalall  H.   HaUsck, 
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Rev.  8.  W.  Lynd,  dmeuumti,  ReT.  J.  M .  Peck,  R§€k  8^ri»g.  Robert  U.  McEwin.  JVmJMBc. 
Hl0  Ex.  R.  Lucas,  PHulamn.      Wm.  Proctor.  IjemuUn.  Rev.  Thommi  Mcdden,  Cotmm- 

Rt.  Rev.  Charlee  P.  McDvmine,  Rev.  Hubbard  Loomla,  JtUsm.       Ma. 

OmMer.  Rev.    Bei^amin  F.  SpUmaii,  George  M.  Martin,       ^. 

Rev.  David  Merrill,  Urbwuu         CMemuUu  Rt.  Rev.  J.  H.  Otey,  FrmtUm. 

Thomas  Mitchell  m. d.,  Clbiem-  Rev.  Samoel  A.  Thompeoo.     Samuel  Powell^JZsjfsrwiUs. 

NAft.  John  TUlson,  HUUbaro.  Rev.  A.  Ross,  EingsppH. 

Hon.  Calvary  Monis,  .^Osiu  Cyrus  Walker,  JfcOamMf*  Co.  Campbell  Wallace,  JIfsrwvitts. 

Co.  James  WUlis,  H$MmM$in.  George  White,  Rogerndu. 

George  Neff,  CmemmatL  Capt.  D.  Wilcox,  GUesfo.         Wm.  L.  WiUefiml,  ajfiimgkitt. 

Hon.  Ralph  Osbum,  Columbm*. 

Rev.  George  Pierce,  Hudtm,  MISSOURI.  ALABAMA. 

Rev.  Wm.  Preston,  Cokmkut.  Rev. Hiram Chamberiain, Asm-  R«t.  John  Allen,  HmHUoitU. 
Rev.  John  Seward,  Portmf  Co.     trilU.  Rev.  Hugh  Barr,  Comrtland. 

G.  W.  St.  John,  JlskuMk  Co.  Rev.  E.  F.  Hatfield,  St.  Um$,  James  J.  Hawkins,  CTsitoms 
Hon.  Jonathan  Sloaoe,  Rwku-  Rev.  David  Nelson,  Mmritm  Co.      Go. 

iM.  R«v.  W.  S.  Potts.  8L  Lnit.      Hon.  Jolin  White,  Cturtimd. 

Hon.  Woodbury  Storer,  Chum-  Rev.  George  C.  Wood,  Saltm. 

nati.  mSSISSIPPI. 

Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,    do.  KENTUCKT.  Wm.  Bisland,  Jfhtdut, 

Rev.  Wm.  L.  Breekenridge,  Rev.  Beqjamln  Chase,  do. 
INDIANA.  DamriiU.  Wm.  Dunbar,  m.  d.,   do. 

Rev.   James   Armstrong,    La  C.  J.  Blackbam,  u.  o.  JCVcidfc-  Daniel  Huzy,  Frnttu. 

PorU.  fort,  Hon.  Thomas  f^land,  Ook- 

Burr  Bradley,  m.  o.,  8oUm,       James  C.  Cross,  m.  d.,  Luxng-     land  ColUgo, 
Hon.  Jesse  L.  Holman,  Domr-     torn.  Tliomas  Henderson,  JfkuMn. 

>oni«  Co,  Hon.  James  Davidson,  Frm$Ub-  Rev.  J.  R.  Hutchinson,  Xaot 

Hon.  Williamson  Dunn,  Somtk    forL  Bmton  Romgo, 

Honover.  Hon.  John  Greene,  DamoOU,     Hon.  Coles  Mead,  dniton. 

Hon.    Tillman    A.    Howard,  Rev.H.  Kavenaugh,  Lexington.  Rev.   John   L.    MootgomerT, 

RoekoOU.  William  A.  Leavy,      do.  8L  FrmneUviUo, 

Samuel  Merrill,  BtdiamapoHt.  Rev.  T.  A.  Mills,  Frmdtfort,  Rev.  George  PMts,  JVktdkos. 
D.  A.  Maxwell,  MloomiMgtam,  Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton,  Dsavtae.  A.  W.  Putnam,  Port  Oibotm. 
Judge  Patuck,  Madison.  Wm.  Richardson,  LoErra^ton.     Rev.  J.  Chamberlain.  Hodwoy. 

Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Madioon.     Rev.  Eli  N.  Sawtell,  LomuvUU.  Rev.  Wm.Winans,  OmtrsviBo. 
James  M.  Ray,  fadkuutpoho.      Rt.  Rev.  Bei^.  B.  Smith,  Ltx- 
John  F.  Ross,  do.  Mftoa.  LOUISIANA. 

Rev.  James  Thompson,  Chno-  Hon.  James  Stonestreet,  CZsrk  Wm.  W.Caldwell, JV.  (Mseno. 

fordnUU.  Co.  Lucius  C.  Duncan,       do. 

Hon.  John  Tipton,  Logoauoori.  Hon.  Cvms  Wfngate,0»oii  Co.  Alfted  Hennan,  do. 

Rev.  Andrew  Wyley,  Bloom-  Henry  Wingate,  FtaakforU       J.  H.  Maybin.  do. 

ington.  Rev.  John  C.  Young,  DaanlU.  Rev.  Joel  Parker,  do. 

ILI.INOIS.  TENNESSEE.  inCHIOAN  TERRITORV. 

Rev.  J.  Barber,  Maditon  Co.  Rev.  Isaac  Anderson,  Marf-  Rev.  A.  Bingham,  AkftJUsrio. 
Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  Jadk-     vOU.  Rev.  John  P.  Cleaveland,  Do- 

MMintio.  Hon.  John  Blair,  JoaooAoro*.         troiL 

Wm.  H.  Brown,  VandaUa.  Richard  M.  Boyen,  OaUatim.  Hon.  SamH  W.  Dexter,  Destsr. 
Rev.  J.  G.  Bergen,  Spring/iold.  Hon.  Judge  Bramlet,  Pulaski.  Rev.  Wm.  M.Ferry,  JIfedUiMc. 
Wm.  Collins,  CoUttuvOfe.  Rev.  D.  Brown,  Co/asiMa.         Enrotns  P.  Hastings.  i>ilinoiC 

Hon.  Cyrus  Edward*,  Madioon  Rev.  John  McCampbell,  Dam-  MsJ.  BenJ.  F.  Larned,    do. 

Co.  dridgt.  Henry  R.  Schoolciaft,  JMidfc- 

Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Edwards,  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  Ml.  Float-     umc 

M.  D.,  EdiBttrdsviUo,  amt.  Lieat.  J.  R.  Smith,  8a.  8L  Ma- 

Rev.  R.  W.  Gridley,  Chieago.    Wm.  Chamberlain,  ffiOttown.      rio. 
Wm.  H.  Hamilton,        do.         Rev.  John  T.  Edgar,  JViukvilU.  Robert  Stuart,  Maekinae. 
Key.  J.  V.  Henderborg,  Jdek-  Rev.  Wm.  Eagleton,  Mmrfiroeo-  Chas.  C.  Trowbridge,  Dotroit. 

oonviUe.  boro.  

Joseph  T.  Holmes,  Qamev.       John  P.  Ewing,  M'aokvitto.  ARKANSAS  TERRITORY. 

Henry  Jones,  m.  d.,  Jaduon-  Hon.  Nathan  Greene,  Winekoo-  Rev.  M.  Moore,  LittU  Rodt. 

vUU.  tor.  Rev.  C.  Washbom,  DmigkL 

Rev.  Aratus  Kent,  OaUna.        Rev.  R.  Hardin,  SfrrngkHl.       George  Vasbon,  Fort  ftait*. 
Wm.  P.  McGee,  iUwcrdovtOo.  Rev.  BenJ.  Labaree,  do.  Lieut.  Col.  Voae,  Fort  Jatoap. 

In  addition  to  the  above.  Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Commtttees, 
or  Boards  of  Direction,  of  all  State  Temperance  Societies  in  the  United  Stetet,  adopdng  tka 
plan  of  abstinence  from  tlie  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a  driaJc,  and  flrom  the  tnfflc  In  it,  are,  to- 
ojkio,  members  of  the  American  Temperance  SodeCy. 

And  the  Presidents,  Secretaries  and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Cemnlttees,  or  Boards  of 
Direction  of  all  National  and  State  Temperance  Societief  in  Foreign  eooBtries,  are,  •»• 
rJEcto,  Honorary  Members  of  this  Sode^. 


APPENDIX. 
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A.     (P.  9.) 

At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Confirressional  Temperaace 
iSociety  at  Uic  Capitol  in  Washington,  February  25th,  1834,  the  sentlemeD 
whose  names  are  mentioned,  offered  the  foHowmg  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted. 

lion.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 

Hrsolved,  T\\Ai  Temperance  Associations,  formed  on  the  plan  of  entire  absti- 
nence from  the  drinking  and  furnishing  of  ardent  spirit,  in  view  of  the  evils  the? 
arc  designed  to  suppress  and  to  prevent ;  the  means  by  which  thev  propose  to 
etfect  this  end;  the  sood  already  accomplished;  and  the  beneficent  results 
which  may  be  expected  from  their  future  triumphs,  deserve  to  be  ranked  ainonf 
tlie  most  useful  and  glorious  institutions  of  the  age,  and  are  eminently  entitled 
to  the  active  support  of  every  patriot  and  philantmropist. 

Hon.  William  Hendricks,  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  lively  interest  the  formation  of  Legislative 
Temperance  Societies,  and  hope  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  such  a 
Society  will  be  formed,  and  will  number  among  its  members  all  Legislators,  in 
each  State  throughout  the  Union. 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  Member  of  Congress  from  South  CaroUna. 

Resolved,  That  the  abolition  of  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  in  the  Army,  is  highir 
auspicious  to  the  ffreat  interests  of  our  country  ;  and  tliat  its  abolition  throogh- 
«)ut  the  Navv,  while  it  would  increase  the  health,  the  respectability  and  the 
happiness  of  the  seamen,  would  also  tend  greatly  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
national  defence. 

Hon.  George  Grennell.  Jr.,  Member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 

Rcsolredf  That  literary  men,  and  men  in  puolic  life  are  under  peculiar  obh- 
nations  to  promote  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  that  it  be  recommended  that 
Temperance  Societies  be  formed  in  all  literary  and  scientific  institutions 
tliroughout  the  country. 

Hon.  Arnold  Naudam.  Senator  from  Delaware. 

Resolved^  That  the  abandonment  of  the  sale  and  use. of  anient  spirit  in 
steamboats,  public  houses  and  groceries,  is  liighly  conducive  to  the  public  good ; 
and  that  the  friends  of  human  liappiness,  by  encouraging,  in  all  suitable i ways, 
such  establishments  as  have  adopted  this  course,  will  perform  an  important 
service  to  the  community. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wardwell,  Member  of  Congress  from  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  universal  difiusion  of  knowledge  and  virtue  is  essential 
to  the  purity  and  permanence  of  free  institutions,  we  recommend  to  all  friends 
of  their  country,  to  supply  themselves  with  some  Temperance  publication ;  and 
in  all  suitable  ways  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  on  this  important 
subject,  as  extensively  as  possible. 

Hon.  Samuel  Bell,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Resolved,  That  essential  aid  has  been  given  to  the  cause  of  Temperance,  by 
the  united  example  and  energetic  action  of  youfig  men  ;  and  shoold  it  enlist  in 
its  favor  the  whole  of  that  interesting  class  of  our  fellow  citixens,  its  blessings 
would  be  extended  not  only  throughout  our  land,  but  we  miirfat  hope,  throusn- 
out  the  earth.  b         »-»  e 

Hon.  Harmer  Denny,  Member  of  Congress  firom  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  adoption  of  the  prmciple  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
ardent  spirit,  by  the  superintendents  of  manufactories  and  public  works ;  the 
proprietors  of  railroads,  steamboats,  stages,  &c,  with  regard  to  all  in  their 
employment,  while  it  would  increase  the  value  of  their  services,  would  add 
greatly  to  their  comfort,  m  well  as  to  the  canvenknee  and  nft^  of  the  poblic. 
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Dr.  Edwards,  Cofrespondinff  Secietuy  of  the  American  Temperance  Societj. 

Resolvedj  That  the  eftct  oT  American  example  and  effort,  m  the  promotion 
of  Temperance  in  foreigH  etmntrieSf  ought  to  inspire  ua  with  a  high  lenae  of  our 
obligations  to  the  Author  of  all  ^ood ;  and  encourage  ua  to  make  new,  and  ever 
growing  exertions  to  become  still  more  eminently  benefactors,  not  only  of  our 
own  coufUrVy  hut  of  the  world. 

Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

Resolvedf  That  the  practice  of  not  usinff  ardent  spirits,  at  the  celebration  of 
the  4th  of  July ,  the  great  day  of  American  liberty ,  is  truly  republican ;  and  tends 
to  prevent  that  corruption  of  public  morals,  which  is  the  deadliest  foe  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  country. 

Hon.  George  N.  Briggs,  Member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 

Resolvedj  Thattheinfluenceof  Temperance  on  the  intellectual  improvement, 
the  moral  purity,  the  social  enjoyment,  the  civil  prospects,  and  the  eternal 
destinies  or  man,  is  such  as  ought  to  secure  for  it,  tne  united  example  and  the 
active,  persevering  exertion  of  all  the  Christian  and  patriotic,  the  philanthropic 
and  humane  throughout  the  world. 

Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Resolvedf  That  tlie  influence  of  woman^  is  essential  to  the  triumph  of  every 
great  and  good  cause ;  and  should  that  influence  which  God  has  graciously 
given  her,  m  universally,  and  perse  veringly  exerted  in  favor  of  the  Temperance 
reformation,  its  triumphs  would  be  certain  and  complete;  and  its  blessiiurt, 
while  richly  enjoyed  by  herself,  and  those  whom  she  loves,  would  be  extcn<&d 
to  all  peopte,  and  perpetuated  to  all  ages. 


B.     (P.  9.) 

ExlracUfrom  tfie  Address  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

The  great  objects  of  the  Temperance  reform  are  so  patriotic,  benevolent  and 
useful,  and  the  leading  means  by  which  they  are  proposed  to  be  edited,  so 
just  in  themselves,  that  I  feel  no  apprehension  as  to  the  ultimate  result.  But  to 
ensure  a  speedy  growth,  and  an  abundant  harvest,  even  to  the  seeds  of  truth, 
they  must  ever  be  scattered  by  the  hand  of  love.  To  every  laborer  in  this  field 
of  duty,  I  would  therefore,  say,  in  the  language  of  inspired  wisdom — ^*  Let  not 
MERcr  and  truth  forsake  thee  :  bind  them  about  thy  neck  :  write  them  upon 
the  table  of  thine  heart ;  so  shalt  thou  find  favor  and  good  success  in  the  sight 
of  God  and  man!" 

And  now,  sir.  in  view  of  all  that  has  been  said,  I  submit  it  to  the  enlightened 
judgments  of  those  who  hear  me,  whether  the  Temperance  Associations,  in 
the  language  of  thu  resolution,  do  not  "  deserve  to  be  ranked  among  the  most 
useful  ana  glorious  institutions  of  the  age.'"  Whether  they  do  not  rMlly 
deserve  the  approbation^— the  active  support— of  every  lover  of  his  country  and 
his  kind  ?  Ir  there  be  any  present,  who  have  not  yet  given  to  this  effect  their 
approbation  and  support,  let  me  respectfully  conjure  them,  by  all  the  ties  that 
bmd  them  to  this  blessed  land— -by  all  the  endearments  that  encircle  the 
domestic  hearth— by  aJI  they  possess,  or  love,  or  hope  for — ^no  longer  to  give  to 
folly,  vice,  and  crime,  the  support  of  their  example.  If  they  do  not  see  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  enrol  Uiemselves  jnMidy,  under  our  banners,  let  them  at  letst 
abandon  the  use  of  spirituous  hquors,  and  cease  hereafter  to  furnish  them  to 
others,  or  to  encourage  those  who  are  engaged  in  doing  so.  Methinks,  to  every 
reflecting  and  benev^nt  mind,  this  little  self-denial — I  will  not  digni^  it  with 
the  name  oisaer^M — ^this  little  self-denial  would  be  but  the  merest  trifle,  when 
put  in  competition  with  tlie  good  which  even  a  si2en<  example  of  abstinence,  may 
effect.  Think,  sir,  of  the  blessings  you  confer,  when  you  save  but  omt  man  from 
the  drunkard's  life,  the  drunkarcTs  death,  and  the  drunkard's  retribution  !  You 
raise  from  th«  degradation  to  which  it  would  otherwise  have  sunk,  and  you 
restore  to  its  appropriate  imnk  in  the  scale  of  beingiaa  immorttl  mind— «ii  emana- 
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tion  of  the  Deity  '  ItmaybeheiBason— AndthenyoaffiTeiiewlifetoUieiMfenti 
whoee  my  Yuan  would  elue  ''have  been  brought  down  with  borow  to  the 
mve  !  Or  he  it  a  husband — and  then  you  imMit  hope  and  happineii  to  the 
deserted  female,  who,  in  the  confidence  of  youthiul  love  united  her  destin?  with 
his !  Or  he  is  a  father — and  then  the  little  band  whom  you  have  leeeued  fiom 
anticipated  orphanage,  will  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed !  Or  he  may  unite  in 
himself  all  these  relations,  and  then  you  open  in  nameroaa  heuts,  new  and 
milooked  for  sources  of  delight !  Or  to  some  one  or  all  of  them,  he  may  add 
the  gifts  of  genius  and  the  accomplishments  of  learning — he  may  have  been 
endowed  with  powers  of  the  highest  order,  and  ere  he  gave  way  to  bmtal 
appetite,  he  may  have  adorned  the  sacred  desk,  the  senate  or  the  bar ;  and  then 
you  replace  a  fallen  luminary  in  its  native  sohere,  and  yon  diffose,  throngfa  tn 
extended  system,  light,  and  life,  and  joy !  But  our  aim  is  not  to  save  one,  nor 
fifty,  but  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  from  the  drunkard's  fkte !  To  sife 
our  friends,  our  brethren,  and  ourselves,  our  children,  and  cor  children's 
children,  our  country  and  the  world !  Shall  we  not,  one  and  all — henceforth  tnd 
for  ever— deem  it,  not  merely  a  duty,  but  happiness  and  honor,  to  be  felknr 
laborers  in  a  work,  so  benevolent  and  sublime  ? 

Extract  from  the  Address  of  the  Hon.  Henry  L.  JPineicnm/. 
Sir,  what  has  been  the  cause  of  the  vice  and  crime — the  mutiny  and  insub- 
ordination— the  tumults  and  desertions — the  disgraces  and  punishments— thit 
have  occurred  in  the  American  army  or  the  navy  ?    They  may  be  tzaoed. 
.  ::..'i:'si.ionably ,  to  the  great  error  of  the  government,  m  having  €mantraged,i£iMoi 
in  having  actually  produced^  habits  of  intoxication  among  those,  in  whom,  it 
was  not  only  its  true  policy,  but  its  positive  duty,  to  inculcate  principles  of  tem- 
perance, subordination,  and  decorum.     I  have  understood,  however,  and  I  hive 
Jearnt  it  with  very  great  pleasure,  that  the  practice  of  paying  our  aoldieis  with 
ardent  spirits  has  been,  within  the  last  year,  very  extensively,  if  not  thoroughlj, 
reformed.     For  this  valuable  improvement,  in  that  branch  of  the  public  serrice. 
we  are  indebted  to  the  distinguished  officer,  Mr.  Cass,  who  m  now  at  the  head 
of  the  war  department.    Sir,  ne  deserves,  and  should  receive,  the  thanks  of  the 
army  and  of  the  country  for  having  conceived  and  executed  this  important 
reformation :  and  it  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me,  that  whilst  is  kim 
we  have  an  able  and  efficient  advocate  of  Temperance,  so  in  the  ""f^M*  and 
estimable  gentleman,  Mr.  Butler,  who  now  holds  the  office  of  Attorney  General. 
we  have  an  ardent  and  enlightened  supporter  of  all  those  gveat  enterprispji 
which  have  for  their  object  tne  moral  and  religious  renovation  ci  aoekty.    1 
have  understood,  also,  that  the  aboUtion  of  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  annj 
has  met  with  the  cordial  approbation  and  concurrence  of  both  ofiioen  and  men' 
that,  as  regards  the  latter,  it  has  effected  a  decided  improvement  in  their  chaiac- 
ters  and  conduct :  that  misbehavior  and  indecorum  now  occur  but  sehiom,  com- 
paratively speaking,  and  that  the  crime  of  desertion  is  almost  totally  unknown 
And  if  such  have  been  the  happy  effects  of  this  valuable  improTemeBt  as 
reppirds  the  vniy ,  why  has  it  not  been  extended  to  the  Navy  ?     Whj  is  the  oie 
ofintoxicating  uquors  still  required,  by  law,  in  those  who  bear  our  flag  upon  the 
mountain  wave  ?    Why  does  such  a  law  still  disgrace  our  statute  hook  ?    Wb; 
should  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorised  by  Congress  to  imitate,  in 
his  department,  and  to  tne  same  extent,  the  reform  that  has  been  efieeted  in  the 
military  branch  ^    Is  there  any  thing  in  the  naval,  more  than  in  the  militaiy 
service,  that  renders  the  use  or  ardent  spirits  necessary  or  expedient  ?  Certainlr 


now  navigate  the  ocean  on  the  principle  of  Temperance,  and  ezpetienee  has 
proved  that  it  contributes  unspeakably,  not  only  to  the  harmoBy  ana  good  order, 
but  to  the  positive  healthiness  and  comfort  and  efficienoj  of  tiae  crews.  Wkj 
then  shoula  it  not  be  established  in  the  navy  ? 

Let  the  experiment  only  be  made  in  the  navy,  and  we  shall  spon  be  amply 
rewarded  for  having  made  it,  not  only  in  the  sooeesl  of  the  efibtt  itself,  bnt  in 
the  gratitude  and  approbation  of  the  seamen.  Let  us  then  eadevrer,  by  the 
•dof^imi  of  the  resohilion  before  ycl^  l»  sttnet  the  tttMtloa  sfC^ 
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subject.  Let  us  hope  that  the  department  maybe  authorised  b^  law  to  abolish 
the  distribution  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  Navy.  What  possible  objection  can  Con- 
greaa  have  to  gratiiyinff ,  in  this  particular,  the  reasonable  wishes  of  a  very  larce 
portion  of  our  citizens?  Why,  when  Temperance  is  goin^  on  so  triumphantly 
on  land — spreading  its  benign  and  meliorating  influence  through  all  our  towns 
and  villages — and  particularly  when  it  has  been  introduced,  and  has  so  happilv 
succeeded  in  our  army — why  should  the  practice  of  paying  men  with  that  which 
destroys  their  characters,  their  bodies  and  their  souls,  be  still  continued  in  the 
Navy }  Why  should  our  seamen  still  be  made  intemperate  hy  law  f  Why. 
when  every  other  class  is  reforming  and  improving,  should  they  still  be  tempted 
and  encouraged  to  ebriety  and  vice  P  Is  it  the  policy  of  tHe  government  to 
make  them  drunkards  ?  Or  have  they  done  any  thin^  to  deserve  that  they 
should  still  be  paid  with  poison,  whilst  all  other  pubhc  servants  are  paid  in 
money,  or  in  wholesome  and  nutritious  food  P  HaVe  they  no  characters  to  lose : 
No  principles  worth  improving  P  Or  no  feelings  or  motives  which  an  enlight- 
ened government  should  cultivate  P  Above  all,  have  they  no  families  to  provide 
for, — or  no  souls  to  save  P  Sir,  it  is  high  time  this  foul  stain  were  erased  from 
the  escutcheon  of  our  Navy. 


C.     (P.  17.) 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  Gkrrit  Smith,  Esq.,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Ifew  York  State  Temperance  Society, 

The  following  narrative  exhibits  important  changes,  that  have  taken  place  in 
most  of  the  drunkards,  who  resided  in  our  vilk^,  and  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  it.  There  are  within  the  same  limits  a  dozen  or  fifteen  other  persons 
who  still  remain  intemperate  :  and,  unless  their  sober  neighbors  who  have  not 
yet  subscribed  the  pledge  to  total  abstinence,  hasten  to  do  so,  and  to  put  away 
the  snare  of  their  example,  there  is  great  reason  to  fisar,  that  a  part,  if  not  all, 
of  these  persons,  will  go  to  their  graves  and  to  the  judgment  seat,  in  their 
present  character. 

No.  1.  Upwards  of  40  years  of  ace.  Was  frequentlj^  intoxicated,  until  the 
lost  two  or  tnree  years.  When  so,  ne  was  apt  to  be  wild  and  quixotic  in  his 
conduct,  and  to  involve  himself  in  difficulties,  &om  which  he  was  not  alwajs 
extricated'  without  a  considerable  loss  of  money  and  time.  He  became  qmte 
poor.  His  large  family  were  fre^quentlv  in  need  of  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
is  now  one  of  our  most  industrious,  tnriving  and  respectable  farmers.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Temperance  Society,  and  a  highly  esteemed  member  of  the 
church. 

No.  2.  Upwards  of  30  years  of  age.  Was  for  several  years  very  intempe- 
rate. When  under  the  influence  of.  liquor,  he  occasionally  exhibited  a  pro- 
pensity to  crime,  which  wellnigh  involved  him  in  utter  rain.  He  became 
very  poor,  and  neglected  to  provide  for  his  wifb  and  children.  Oflen,  when  in 
his  drinking  mo<Ms,  absented  himself  from  his  home  for  days  together,  wan- 
dering about  like  a  maniac.  He  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Tempe- 
rance Society,  about  two  jears.  Happily,  he  dreads  cider,  as  he  dreads  ram ; 
and  when,  a  few  weeks  smce,  it  was  proposed  by  some  of  his  fellow  laborers 
to  have  cider  brought  into  the  harvest  field,  he  exclaimed  quickly :  **  Not  one 
drop,  not  one  drop.  *  He  feels  himself  to  be  "  a  brand  plucked  from  the  burn- 
ing," and  which  a  single  spark  nuiy  be  sufficient-  to  ignite.  He  is  now  an 
industrious,  respectable,  money-making  farmer. 

No.  3.  About  50  years  of  age.  Tne  gradations  of  moderate  drinking,  of 
tippling,  and  of  hard  drinking  have  bmn  observable  in  his  case,  as  in  the 
cases  of  most  drunkards.  He  Mcame  exceedingly  poor.  His  very  nun^erous 
family  suffered  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  Such  of^  his  children,  as  are  grown 
up,  are  very  ignorant ;  and,  I  believe,  some  of  them  can  neither  reul  nor 
write.    Seven  or  eight  months  ago,  he  subscribed  the  pledge  of  total  absti- 
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nenc«  ;  and,  at  his  own  solicitation,  and  witii  the  full  consent  of  thoae  of  them, 
who  were  of  sufficient  age  to  ^ve  it,  the  names  of  all  the  membexs  of  his  fkmi- 
ly,  not  excepting  the  infant  cluld,  were  added  to  the  same  talismanic  inslniment. 
He  is  now  cheerful  and  light-hearted  :  loves  his  family,  and  provides  weU  for 
them  :  and  he  cannot  fail  to  see,  that  he  is  greatly  respected  oj  his  neighbocs. 
An  incident  must  be  related  here.  The  nearest  neighbor  of  No.  3,  at  that  time, 
was  a  deacon — and  a  respectable  good  man  he  is.  But,  being  rather  credukiis. 
the  stories  about  church  and  state  and  other  bugbears,  of  wmch  the  inventioo 
of  artful  demagoffues  is  so  prolific,  had  deterred  him  from  joiniii|r  the  Temp^ 
ranee  Society.  No.  3  feelmg,  as  is  very  natural,  a  great  desire  to  strengthen 
the  party  to  which  he  and  his  family  haa  recently  acceded,  and  feeling,  CKxibt- 
less,  that  he  should  be  strong  in  his  new  faith  and  steadfast  in  his  sobriety, 
somewhat  in  proportion  as  the  Temperance  party  should  be  numerous  tod 
respectable,  hurried  with  the  pledge,  as  soon  as  the  names  of  his  family  were 

Sut  to  it,  to  the  good  deacon  for  his  name.  The  appUcation  was  unquesUooa- 
ly  very  trying  to  the  deacon.  The  conflict  of  his  emotions  may  well  be  im- 
affined.  Here  stood  before  him  a  man,  who  but  yesterday  was  a  dmnkard,  tad 
wno  was  now  imploring  the  aid  of  the  deacon's  name  towards  coofinning  the 
good  resolutions  which  he  had  just  been  making.  Humanity — his  religion— 
not  to  speak  of  his  ecclesiastical  office — urged  the  deacon  to  give  his  nuK 
promptly.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  nave  had  some  lingering  notioiu. 
that  this  scheme  of  making  all  men  sober  would,  in  the  event  of  its  complete 
success,  unite  church  and  state.  There  was  too  the  pride  of  opinion  and  c<mi- 
sistency  rising  up  strongljr  in  his  breast;  for  even  Cliristians  are  subject  to  this 
miserable  and  wicked  pride.  He  had  joined  in  the  conunon  talk  against  tbf 
society ;  had  often  refused  to  belong  to  it ;  and,  now  to  give  his  name,  at  the 
solicitation  of  a  drunkard  ! — a  deacon  to  take  lessons  in  ethics  from  the  lips  of  a 
drunkard  ! — this  was  too  humiliating!  He  refused  to  siffn  ;  but  said  that  tbej 
were  about  to  get  up  a  Temperance  Society  in  the  church  he  belonged  to,  and 
he  would  sign  there.  The  church  Temperance  Society,  however,  has  oerer 
been  formed ;  and  the  deacon's  influence,  in  respect  to  Temperance,  reniai&> 
where  Jesus  Christ  tells  him  it  should  not  oe. 

No.  4.  Is  about  55  years  of  age :  was  for  many  years  a  loathsome  drunk- 
ard ;  spent  his  earnings  in  filling  nis  whiskey  bottle ;  and  left  his  family  to  suf- 
fer for  clothing,  food  and  medicine.  Some  three  years  mgo  the  Angel  ot' 
Mercy  was  sent  to  his  rescue,  and  he  was  reclaimed  to  soberness  and  to  God. 
apparently  without  the  aid  of  human  instrumentaliW.  He  and  other  menibeT> 
of  his  family  soon  after  made  a  public  profession  ot  religion,  which  they  have 
honored  to  this  day  with  sober  and  godly  lives.  Of  course  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  5.  Upwards  of  30  years  of  age :  was  intemperate  for  several  yean 
Nearly  a  year  ago,  he  joined  the  Temperance  Society,  and  has  been  sober  and 
industrious  ever  since.  Drunkenness  kept  him  very  poor :  bat  his  family  air 
now  comfortabljr  supplied.  During  his  abstinence  from  ardent  spirit,  be  hv 
frequently  been  in  tne  sanctuary.  1  very  rarely,  if  ever,  saw  him  there  befixv. 
It  is  said,  that  he  sometimes  drinks  cider ;  and  those  of  us,  whose  abondaat 
observation  on  this  point  assures  us,  that  the  reclaimed  drunkard,  who  takes  to 
cider  and  strong  beer,  will  by  the  use  of  these  drinks,  revive  and  >wfw^t^m  |ui 
appetite  for  ardent  spirit,  and  be  liable  also  to  intoxication  upon  these  drinb 
themselves,  are  very  apprehensive  that  he  will  fall. 

No.  6.  About  30  years  of  age,  and  has  a  family.  Some  six  m<mths  ago, 
he  discontinued  the  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  joined  the  Temperance  Society 
Has  recently  drank  to  intoxication.  Never  forsook  his  evil  companions.  His 
poor  deluded  father,  who  is  a  professor  of  religion  and  opposes  the  Tempeianoe 
reformation,  is  greatly,  perhaps  fatally,  in  the  way  of  the  recoverv  of  hhi  son. 
I  this  day  had  a  conversation  with  the  brother  of  No.  6.  He  thinks  No.  6  will 
drink  no  more  ardent  spirit. 

No.  7.  About  40  years  of  age,  and  has  a  family.  Has  more  than  a  eommoo 
education.  For  many  years  a  loathsome  drunkard.  I  have  seen  him  lying  in 
the  street  so  drunk,  as  to  be  entirely  insensible  to  his  concBtion.  Beeame  mis- 
erably poor.  Aboat  two  years  since,  relinqoished  the  use  of  ardent  qiirit,  and 
joined  the  Temperance  Society  and  choreh.    With  the  eioeption  dt  one  week 
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in  theae  two  yean,  he  has  appeared  well  the  whole  time.  During  that  week 
he  was  so  imprudent  and,  I  may  add,  to  sinful,  as  to  eo  unnecessanly  into  that 
only  house  in  our  rillaf^,  where  the  poison  is  vended.  He  drank  strong  beer 
there,  until  he  became  intoxicated.  It  was  suspected,  that  his  fellow  dnnkers 
mingled  spirituous  liquor  with  the  beer,  that  they  might,  in  the  ^1  of  the  poor 
man,  have  an  occasion  for  exulting  over  the  Temperance  cause.  His  fit  of 
drunkenness  lasted  several  days ;  but  when  he  recovered  from  it,  he  manifested 
the  penitence  of  a  child  of  Gt>d,  and  abjured  even  cider  and  beer  for  ever. 

No.  8.  Is  Elder  Truman  Beeman.  I  mention  his  name,  because  he  has 
criven  me  liberty  to  do  so :  and  because  tlie  mention  of  it  will,  in  the  many 
parts  of  New  Efngland  and  this  state,  where  he  is  known,  increase  the  inter- 
est in  the  account  I  give  of  him.  He  is  about  73  years  of  age ;  and,  though 
his  body  is  feeble,  his  superior  mind  remains  perfectly  sound.  From  twenty 
to  thirty  years  he  was  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  A  portion  of  that  time,  he 
resided  in  Rensseloerville  and  Katskill  in  this  state.  He  removed  to  this 
village  upwards  of  twenty  years  ago.  He  was  fond  of  liquor  then,  and 
had  left  the  ministry  shortly  b€*fbre.  Soon  he  became  a  drunkard  and  a 
gambler;  and  the  lips  which  had  taught  others  the  way  of  truth  and  life, 
were  now  eminently  profane  and  obscene.  No  otlier  man  amongst  us  has 
over  done  half  so  much  to  corrupt  our  youth,  as  Elder  Beeman  has  done. 
His  wit  and  remarkably  ready  talent  at  rhyming  were  his  most  powerful  aux- 
iliaries in  this  work.  He  became  very  poor,  afler  having  possessed  a  handsome 
pro})erty,  and,  but  for  the  industry  and  eood  management  of  his  wife,  they 
would  both  have  suffered  the  want  of  fooa  and  clothing.  It  was  observed  sev- 
(tral  years  ago,  that  the  Elder's  habits  were  improving  under  the  general  reform- 
ation, that  was  going  on  amongst  us.  But  never,  until  a  year  ago,  did  he  come 
Ui  the  resolution  to  abstain  entirely  and  for  ever  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirit. 
Karly  in  the  winter,  he  attended  a  Temperance  meeting,  which  was  addressed 
by  Mr.  Turner,  the  agent  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society,  and 
there  joined  the  Society.  From  that  day  to  this,  he  has  not  tasted  the  poison, 
rmd,  1  believe,  that  the  offer  of  a  world  would  be  insufficient  to  bribe  him  to 
taste  it.  Last  winter  he  received  fVom  the  War  Department  the  welcome  news, 
that  his  nam*;  was  placed  upon  the  pension  list,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  back  pay.  His  old  companions  now  flocked  around 
him  for  a  trea4.  They  trusted,  that  the  Elder's  temperance  was  not  yet  firm 
enough  to  withstand  so  great  and  sudden  prosperity.  They  had,  perhaps,  flat- 
U*red  themselves,  that  his  temperance  was  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  his  inability 
to  purchase  liquor.  But  they  were  disappointed.  They  found  him  to  be  an 
incorrispble  cold  water  man.  Tlie  Elder  went  to  work  in  paying  his  debts  and 
supplying  his  family  with  comforts ;  and  lefl  his  old  companions  to  purchase  the 
whiskey  they  would  have  begged  from  him.  I  have  often  visited  the  old  gen- 
tleman, within  the  last  year.  Not  only  is  he  sober ;  but,  it  can  be  said  of  him, 
as  it  was  of  Paul :  "  ^hold  he  prayeth."  This  old  and  exceeding  sinner — 
this  wonderful  monument  of  the  patience  of  God — now  sits  **  at  3ie  feet  of 
Jesus,  clothed  and  in  his  right  mind."  Harmony  has  taken  the  place  of  discord 
in  his  familv  ;  and  that  aged  breast,  which,  for  twenty  years,  was  agitated  with 
the  untold  fiorrors  of  the  drunkard,  is  now  the  abode  of  **  quietness  and  assu- 
rance for  ever."  The  Elder's  religion  is  of  such  a  character,  that  he  prefers  the 
Bible  to  all  other  books,  and  spends  a  large  share  of  his  time  in  reading  it. 
His  change  is  well  worth  all  the  Temperance  efforts  that  have  been  made  in 
Peterbora. 

No.  9.  Upwards  of  50  years  of  age.  Has  long  been  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town.  Has  an  excellent  family.  Was  for  a  long  time  a  moderate  daily  drink- 
er— next  a  tippler — and  thence,  by  quick  march,  a  full  grown  drunkard.  Liost 
his  health  and  respectability,  and  ceased  to  increase  his  propertv.  About  two 
years  since  he  quit  his  cups;  his  health  and  character  are  already  restored,  and 

Giace  and  cheerfulness,  long  banished  fh>m  it.  are  now  returned  to  his  dwelling, 
e  has  not  yet  joined  the  l^mperance  Society,  though  he  attends  its  meetings. 
I  saw  him  angry,  the  other  day.  The  alarming  thought  came  into  my  mind, 
that  he  had  b^n  drinking  cider.  I  remembered  the  saying  among  the  Jersey 
women,  that  cider  dnmkards  are  crosier  hnsbands  than  other  dnuikards.  I  hope, 
however,  that  he  does  not  drink  cider. 
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No.  10.  About  50  years  old.  Has  IWed  in  town  bat  a  douple  of  vean.  Wsf 
▼erj  intemperate  when  he  came  here,  and  poor.  Has  a  good  familj.  H'w  re- 
moval into  this  Temperance  atmosphere  was  most  happy  for  him ;  for  be  had 
not  been  here  lon^,  before  he  joined  the  Temperance  SoMciety.  He  has  contin- 
ued ever  since  his  connection  with  the  Society  to  be  a  sober  and  respectsUe 
man.    He  has  recently  manifested  a  hope  in  Christ. 

No.  11.  An  old  man.  Had  been  intemperate  for  many  years.  Very  poor. 
Connected  himself  with  the  church,  two  or  three  years  since ;  and  has  been 
sober  from  that  time.  Demagogrues  have  made  him  believe,  that  the  Temperance 
reformation  is  but  a  scheme  to  abridge  men  of  their  political  rights,  and  tbeie- 
fore,  (though  possibly  a  lingering  and  secretly  indulged  love  of  nun  has  seme- 
thing  to  do  with  it,)  he  cannot  join  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  12.  A  colored  man,  about  30  years  of  age,  with  a  nmily.  Was  a  xerr 
great  drunkard,  and  very  poor.  For  the  lost  tliree  or  four  yoars,  he  has  whol^ 
abstained  from  ardent  spirit.  About  a  year  since  he  drank  freely  of  cider  oo  a 
festival  occasion,  and  probably  became  somewhat  intoxicated.  He  then  rpsolr- 
ed,  that  he  would  never  again  taste  of  any  intoxicating  liquor  whatever.  He  is 
a  lovely  Christian  of  remarkable  tenderness  of  conscience,  and  of  coarse  beloogi 
to  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  13.  An  old  person.  Intemperate  for  mxmy  years.  Has  been  sober  ^ 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  Now  a  member  of  the  church,  and  probably  vooM 
be  of  the  Temperance  Society,  if  a  certain  near  relative  would  be,  on  wboin 
No.  13  is  dependent. 

No.  14.  About  30  years  of  age«  with  a  family.  Had  been  intemperate  lor 
several  years ;  and,  therefore,  could  not  preserve  his  eaminffs.  Some  three 
years  ago,  he  joined  the  Temperance  Society,  and  has  ever  since  lived  op  to 
its  requirements.  He  is  now  an  industrious  and  respectable  nuufi.  Mnch  of 
the  time  during  his  abstinence  from  ardent  spirit,  he  has  been  religionslj 
minded. 

No.  15.  About  40  years  of  age,  with  a  family.  Was  a  miserable  sot,  sad 
very  poor.  For  the  last  three  or  lour  years,  he  has  abstained  from  ardent  spirit, 
and  has,  during  that  time,  been  a  consistent  and  beloved  member  of  the  choreli 
of  Christ.  I  scarcely  need  add,  that  such  a  member  of  the  chkfrch  is  also  i 
member  of  tlie  Temperance  Society. 

No.  16.  About  GO  years  of  age. '  Had  been  for  twenty  or  thirty  years  one  of 
the  greatest  drunkards  in  town.  Was  very  poor,  and  a  brute  in  his  lami]? 
when  drunk.  Has  traim^d  up  several  sons  to  drunkenness.  Nearly  a'year  ogxi 
he  joined  the  Temperance  Society,  and  has  remained  sober  ever  since,  one  oc- 
casion perhaps  excepted.  I  fear  ne  drinks  cider,  and  if  he  does  he  will  probablT 
soon  relapse  into  drunkenness. 

No.  17.  About  50  years  of  age,  with  a  large  and  intelligent  family.  Hid 
l)een  intemperate  for  many  years  and  became  very  poor.  Three  or  four  yesw 
ago  he  joined  the  church  and  the  Temperance  Society,  and  has  ever  since  been 
a  sober  man  and  a  decided  Christian. 

No.  18.  Was  a  great  drunkard,  and  was  very  poor.  Joined  the  Temperance 
Society  a  year  or  two  since.  Had  a  long  drunken  frolic  last  winter.  I  know 
little  fl^ut  him. 

No.  19.  Was  a  great  drunkard.  Now  a  member  of  the  Temperance  8o> 
ciety,  and  a  respectable  professor  of  religion.  Has  as  much  fear  of  cider  and 
strong  beer,  as  of  rum. 

No.  20.  About  60  years  of  age,  with  a  family,  and  poor.  I  beheve  he  bit 
not  used  ardent  spirit  for  months.  Was  formerly  intemperate.  I  know  bot 
little  of  him. 

No.  21.  About  50  years  of  age,  with  a  large  family.  Had  been  intemperate 
long  enough  to  waste  the  considerable  property  he  bad  accnmulated  m  the 
early  part  of  his  life.  Last  winter  he  bound  himself  in  writing  to  abstain  fron 
ardent  spirit.  The  person  who  wrote  the  instrument,  begged  him  very  hog 
and  earnestly  to  suffer  the  prohibition  to  extend  to  cider  also.  But  the  nnfaappiT 
man  could  not  consent  to  it.  He  laughed  at  the  charge  of  danger  in  a  drink  of 
eider.  It  turned  out,  as  the  writer  teared.  He  made  cider  hb  substitate  ibr 
ardent  spirit ;  and  he  now  drinks  ardent  spirit  perhaps  asiieely  as  ever.  Many 
a  heart  oleeds  for  his  meek  and  pions  wife. 
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No.  22.  About  60  yean  of  age,  with  a  large  family,  flad  lon^r  been  very 
ilrunken  and  very  poor.  About  two  years  since  be  relinquished  the  use  oV 
ardent  spirit.  He  was  persuaded  to  attend  the  election  last  fall,  and  some  dem- 
agogues, to  control  his  vote,  got  him  to  drink.  One  of  his  respectable  children 
told  me  that  his  father  had  not  drank  any  ardent  spirit  before  for  a  year.  Had 
tiie  poor  fatiicr  been  a  rnember  of  the  Temperance  Society,  the  tempting  f  lass 
and  the  importunities  of  the  desig^oing  might  not  have  overcome  him.  1  hope 
he  does  not  use  ardent  spirit  now. 

No.  23.  Seventy  years  of  a^,  with  a  family-  Had  lone  been  a  very  great 
drunkard.  Now  abstains  firom  ardent  spirit.  But  it  is  said  drinks  to  intoxica- 
tion of  cider,  which  a  professor  of  religion  is  ignorant  or  unprincipled  enough 
to  sell  him.  Has  not  joined  the  Temperance  £)ciety.  One  of  his  neighbors, 
who  has  great  influence  over  him,  talks  much  of  church  and  state. 

No.  24.  Lives  a  little  out  of  the  territory,  to  which  1  have  confined  my  ex- 
aminations. Was  a  great  drunkard — but  has  been,  for  some  time,  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  25.  Lives  near  No.  24.  Was  quite  intemperate.  Has  recently  joined 
the  Temperance  Society,  and  appears  very  well. 

No.  2t5.  Was  a  drunkard,  until  the  last  three  or  four  years.  From  that  time, 
until  his  death,  nearly  a  year  ago,  was  a  sober  man  and  interesting  Christian. 
He  was  about  GO^'ears  old,  at  his  death.  The  cry  that  is  often  raised  to  justify 
our  neglect  of  the  drunkard,  and  to  discourt^  our  efforts  for  his  recovery  is, 
that  the  reformed  drunkard  will  go  back.  That  cry  is  signally  rebuked  and 
falsified  in  the  case  of  No.  26 ;  for  instead  of  going  back^  he  has  gone  to 
Heaven. 

No.  27.  About  45  yean  of  age,  with  a  family.  Was  very  poor  and  drunken. 
1  am  informed,  that  he  ha.^*  abstained  entirely  from  ardent  spirit,  for  the  last 
seven  or  eight  months,  and  is  pious. 

No.  28.  About  forty  yean  of  age,  with  a  family.  Was  very  poor  and  drunk- 
en. For  the  last  two  years,  has  been  a  resnectable  and  faithful  member  of 
tlie  Temperance  Society.  Is  now  so  afraid  or  ardent  spirit,  that  some  months 
ago,  when  in  great  bodily  pain,  he  refused  camphor,  because  it  was  dissolved 
in  it 

No.  29.  About  40  years  old,  with  a  family  and  poor.  Had  been  intemperate 
for  yean.  Has  recently  promised  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicating  liquon,  and 
I  hope  soon  to  see  him  in  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  30.  Upwards  of  30  years  of  age,  with  a  family,  and  was  poor.  Had 
been  intemperate  for  several  yean :  but,  for  the  last  year  or  two,  he  has  been  a 
abealous  and  faithful  member  of  the  Temperance  Society.  He  is  now  a  sober, 
pious,  industrious  and  money-making  man. 

No.  31.  About  60  yean  of  age.  Had  long  been  intemperate  and  poor. 
Lives  at  a  distance  from  this  place.  Visited  his  Triends  here  last  winter,  and  got 
caught  in  the  Temperance  trap.  Returned  home  a  sober  man,  and,  to  the  great 
joy  of  his  numerous  and  very  worthy  family,  has  remained  so  ever  since.  It  is 
said,  that  his  old  drinking  companions  tried  very  hard  to  get  him  back  into  the 
rum  ranks.  He  is  industrious  in  proselyting  nis  drunken  neighbors  to  Tem- 
perance.    Of  course  he  belongs  to  the  Temperance  Society. 

No.  32.  About  40  yean  of  age.  This  is  a  very  remarkable  instance.  He 
Fives  a  number  of  miles  from  this  place,  but  is  to  remove  to  this  neighborhood 
in  two  or  three  weeks.  Seven  or  eight  months  since,  he  came  to  me,  Tate  in  the 
evening,  for  the  single  purpose,  as  he  avowed,  of  subscribing  his  name  to  the 
Temperance  Pledge.  He  was  very  drunk.  I  sought  hard  to  put  him  off.  But 
he  would  subscril^  the  pledge.  He  seemed  to  feel  that  this,  and  nothing  short 
of  this,  would  save  him.  Rather  to  rid  myself  of  his  importunity,  than  in  the 
hope  of  benefitting  him,  I  wrote  the  pledge  for  him  to  sifn.  He  took  the  pen, 
fell  upon  his  knees,  and  signed  it ;  and  immediately  after  onered  an  audible  pnyer 
of  ten  minute*B  length.  Strange  to  say,  he  has  never  tasted  spirituous  liquor 
since.  He  is  now  very  industrious^  and  very  ambitious  to  be  a  man  of  respecta- 
bility and  property.  His  remaimng  affection  for  his  amiable  and  pious  wife 
feemed  to  be  his  strongest  motive  for  signing  the  pledge  and  entering  upon  the 
redemption  of  his  character.  Let  the  unhappy  wife  of  the  drunkard  so  demean 
heiBeu  towards  her  wretched  partner,  m  to  keep  alive  his  love  of  her.    In  some 
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heaven-favored  moment,  that  love  may  impel  him  to  saccessful  efforts  to  escapt- 
from  his  bondage. 

No.  33.  About  forty  years  of  age.  Had  long  been  a  drunkard.  His  fimily 
frequently  needed  the  coraforls  of  fife.  Nearly  a  year  ago,  be  resolved  on  total 
abstinence  from  ardent  spirit,  and  has  been  a  sober  industrioos  nian,evei9siDce. 
He  has  not  yet  joined  the  Temperance  Society,  but  probably  will  soon  jwn  it. 
I  believe  he  wishes  to  make  a  tiiorough  trial  of  his  constancy  to  his  new  jmnci- 
ples,  before  ht^  joins  the  Society.  In  this,  he  is  in  a  common  error.  He  need*, 
and  so  does  everv  drunkard,  who  is  striving  to  reform  himself,  the  help  of  a 
connection  with  the  Temperance  Society  to  keep  him  from  falling. 

No.  34.  About  55  years  of  age,  with  a  family.  Had  been  intemperate  for 
many  years.  About  four  years  ago  he  joined  the  Temperance  Society,  and  hu 
been  a  perfectly  sober  man  ever  since.  Never,  however,  until  the  last  winte.% 
did  he  resolve  to  give  up  cider.  It  was  much  feared  by  some  of  his  friendi, 
that  his  use  of  cider  would  bring  him  back  to  rum. 

No.  35.  About  30  years  of  age.  Well  educated.  Was  a  very  great  drunk- 
ard, and  was  very  poor.  Two  or  three  years  ago  he  joined  the  church,  andpver 
since  he  has  been  a  sober,  oious  and  useful  man.  He  removed  into  a  neighbor- 
ins^  town  soon  afler  he  maae  a  profession  of  religion. 

No.  3*').  Very  drunken  and  poor.  Has  recently  joined  the  Temperance 
SSocicty.  Does  well  thus  far.  But  I  cannot  yet  form  an  opinion  how  he  will 
hold  out. 

No.  37.     Similar  to  No.  3G  in  all  respects. 

No.  38.  Upwards  of  50  years  of  age  :  had  long  been  a  drunkard  :  became 
pious  two  or  three  years  since,  and  joined  tlie  church.  Last  \i'inter  some  of  his 
rum  drinking  neighbors  got  him  to  drink,  until  he  was  intoxicated.  When  he 
became  sober,  he  was  very  penitent,  and  hastened  to  join  the  Temperance  So- 
ciety. Previously,  he  felt  too  strong  to  need  the  help  of  a  connexion  with  it. 
1  can  now  confidently  say  of  him,  tnat  he  is  a  sober  man  and  a  Christian. 

This  hst  would  be  far  longer  than  it  now  is,  should  I  add  to  it  the  names  of 
all  tliose  persons,  within  the  same  territory,  who,  but  for  the  Temperance  »• 
formation,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  become  drunkards,  ere  this  tune.  Xuui- 
bers  of  my  most  respectable  neighbors  liad  already  drunk  ardent  spirit  so  lon^ 
as  to  contract  a  deciaed  appetite  for  it. 

The  most  important  fact  established  by  the  foregoing  narrative  is  the  con- 
nection between  the  Temperance  Reformation  and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
Or,  1  might  venture  the  remark,  that  innumerable  instances  in  our  coontir, 
similar  to  some  in  Uiis  narrative,  establish  the  fkctf  that  the  Temperance  Refrrmk- 
tion  is  itself  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Well  has  the  Reformation  been  called 
the  John  Baptist  of  tlie  Gospel.  For,  in  thousands  of  instances,  it  has  prepar- 
ed the  way  for  the  Saviour  to  take  possession  of  the  sinner's  heart.  Such  con- 
versions to  God,  as  are  recorded  in  this  narrative,  whilst  tliey  illustrate  His 
forbearance,  greatly  encourage  the  individual,  who  enters  into  tlie  work  o( 
reforming  itie  drunkard,  witn  the  hope,  that  he  may  be  instrumental  in 
saving  ^*a  soul  from  death,"  as  well  as  drying  up  the  fullest  and  bitterest 
fountains  of  temporal  misery. 

Were  there  space  for  it  in  this  communication,  I  might  adrert  to  several 
other  facts  established  by  the  foregoing  narrative ;  and  especially  to  the  one, 
that  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  induces  poverty.  But  I  pass  from  this  to  saj 
something  about  our  process  tor  reforming  tlie  drunkard. 

Benevolence  is  the  soul  of  this  process,  as  it  is  emphatically  of  the  whole 
Temperance  enterprise  :  and  if  any  are  labormg  to  promote  that  enterprise  from 
motives  at  all  inferior  to  the  love  of  their  fellow  men,  they  are  at  best  out  feeble 
helpers  of  our  noble  cause.  Those  of  my  neighbors,  w^ho  have  undertaken,  in 
reliance  on  €U>d,  the  work  of  reforminjg  drunkards,  do  not  feel  and  act  towards 
these  wretched  beings,  as  they  once  did.  They  have  learnt  highly  nnted  les* 
sons  on  this  subject  in  the  gre&t  school  of  Temperance  Reform.  Formerly, 
they  despised  the  drunkard.  Now  they  pity  him.  r^ow  they  feel,  thmt  no  cUm 
of  men  are  entitled  to  draw  so  largely  on  their  compassion,  as  drunkards  are ; 
and  especially  do  they  feel  this,  when  they  consider  now  much  they  have  theoj^ 
selves  done  to  make  drunkards.  For  who  of  us  can  in  truth  say,  that  he  hu 
done  nothing  towards  continomg  that  nim-drinking  castoiD  in  oar  coontrfr 
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whence  have  come  all  our  dnmkardB  ?  Formerly,  they  repolaed  the  drunkard 
from  their  doors ;  neglected  his  Bufferings ;  and  wherever  uey  met  him,  mani- 
fested their  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  him.  Now,  they  are  kind  to  him ; 
furnish  him  with  employment :  are  tender  of  his  feelings,  and  attentive  to  his 
wants.  The  drunkard's  self-despair  arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  con- 
viction, that  he  is  an  outcast  from  the  public  respect  and  sympathy.  Of  thbi 
we  have  been  aware  in  our  efforts  to  reform  him ;  and  we  have  sought  to  show 
him,  that,  as  to  ourselves  at  least,  this  conviction  shall  henceforth  be  groundless. 
We  have  taken  great  pains  to  persuade  him  that  we  are  his  friends,  and  that 
every  improvement  in  his  habits,  however  slight,  would  proportionably  and 
promptly  elevate  him  in  our  esteem.  We  have  also  cheerfully  consented  to  prac- 
tise every  self-denial,  by  which  we  could  gain  his  confidence :  for  in  no  way 
can  you  so  surely  win  men's  hearts  to  you,  as  by  submitting  to  obvious  self- 
denial,  for  their  sake.  It  was  not  because  of  his  self-denial,  but  it  was  not- 
mthstanding  this  endearing  virtue,  that  the  great  Pattern  of  self-denial 
was  crucified.  Whilst  inculcating  the  doctrine,  tliat  the  drunkard,  to  be 
thoroughly  reformed,  must  relinquish  wine,  cider,  and  malt  liquors,  as  well 
as  ardent  spirit,  we  have  seen  and  submitted  to  the  necessity  of  giving  up  these 
drinks  ourselves.  The  drunkard  is  affected  by  this  self-demal  for  his  sake  ;  and 
he  straightway  opens  his  heart  to  those  who  practise  it.  But  should  we,  whilst 
insisting  on  his  disuse  of  these  drinks,  indulge  in  them  ourselves,  he  would 
despise  our  inconsistency  and  selfishness :  and  we  should  only  make  the  mat- 
ter worse,  by  attempting  to  justify  ourselves  in  saying  to  him  :  "  these  drinks 
are  safe  for  us  who  are  sober  ;  but  you,  who  have  lost  ybur  self-control,  are  not 
to  be  trtisted  with  them."  Much  as  the  drunkard's  self-respect  is  impaired,  he 
cannot  brook  a  distinction  so  offensive  as  this. 

The  self-denial,  that  prompted  the  god-like  Howard  to  visit  and  explore  the 
vHest  and  most  repulsive  scenes  on  earth,  '*  to  take  tlie  guage  and  dimensions 
oi'  human  misery,*'  in  its  most  loathsome  and  aggravated  forms,  must  actuate 
him,  who  would  befriend  and  save  the  drunkard.  His  regard  for  the  drunk- 
ard's welfare  must  be  stronger  than  his  disgust  towards  his  loathsome  vice  ; 
and  he  must  toil  for  his  rescue  unweariedly.  Even  as  the  man  of  God  fixes 
his  weeping  eyes  on  an  impenitent  neighbor,  and  resolves  in  the  holy  benevo- 
lence ol^  iiis  heart,  that  he  will  devote  himself  to  the  salvation  of  that  neigh- 
bor ;  so  must  the  friend  of  Temperance  single  out  the  drunkard ;  employ  upon 
his  recovery  the  fruitful  ingenuity,  that  a  good  man  ever  has  in  a  good  cause  ; 
visit  him  firequently ;  exhort  him  *'  in  season  and  out  of  season ;"  wrestle  with 
God  for  him  ;  entreat  others  to  be  kind  to  him,  as  well  in  their  example,  as  in 
their  words ;  and  he  must  finally  resolve  never  to  give  over  the  labor,  whilst 
his  unhappy  follow  being  remains  the  slave  of  the  oovrl. 

I  recollect  having  said  to  you,  a  couple  of  years  since,  that  the  Temperance 
Reformation  was  worth  all  it  had  cost,  if  it  were  only  for  its  having  developed 
and  exercised,  in  composition  and  public  speiUring^  so  much  of  the  talent  of 
the  youn^  men  in  humble  Hfe  in  this  country.  I  would  now  add,  that  the 
Reformation  is  worth  all  it  cost,  had  it  accompUshed  no  other  good  than  that  of 
teaching  thousands  of  professors  of  religion,  that  they  have  little  self-denial, 
and  of  course  little  of  Christ  in  them.  The  Temperance  Reformation  has 
shown,  that  many  a  professor  of  this  self-denying  religion,  would  rather  cling 
to  his  glass,  than  tlirow  it  away  to  save  a  souf. 


D.     (P.  64.) 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  S.  Chipman,  Es(i.,  who  visited  all  the  AlmskouseSf 

and  Jails f  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

To  Aristarcus  Champion,  Esq. — Dear  fdr :  I  am  now  prepared  to  make  an 
exhibit  of  the  result  of  an  examination,  which  your  liberality,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  has  enabled  me  to  undertake  and  accomplish,  to  which  I  have  devoted 
nine  month's  time,  and  in  which  I  have  travelled  more  than  four  thousand  five 
hundred  miles. 
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Notwithstanding  1  have  shown  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction  that  sisrr 
than  three-fourths  of  the  ordinary  tax  is  absorbed  by  the  support  of  the  poor,  and 
the  administration  of  criminal  justice — that  more  than  tkree-tourthg  of  the  paaper- 
ism  is  occasioned  by  intemperance,  and  more  than  five-sixths  of  thoae  committed 
on  criminal  charges  are  intemperate,  yet  the  greatest  obstacle  in  our  way  is  the 
pecuniary  interest  of  a  few  individuals — that  of  raanofacturera,  and  venders.  1/ 
the  tax-payers  will  submit  to  this,  we  might,  looking  upon  it  as  a  mere  matter 
of  pecuniary  profit  or  loss,  stand  by  and  laugh  at  uieir  folly :  bat  when  we 
rcnect  tliat  the  business  of  the  manufacturer  and  vender  involves  the  temporsi 
happiness  of  thousands,  as  well  as  their  eternal  interests,  this  subject  assumes  air 
infinitely  more  serious  aspect.  In  no  poor-house  that  I  have  visited  have  I  faileti 
o1^  finding  the  wife  or  the  widow,  and  the  children  of  the  drunkard.  In  one  poor- 
house,  as  my  certificate  will  show,  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  persons  relievect 
there  the  past  year,  were  nineteks  wives  o£  drunken  husbmnds'^  said  stvtstI' 
ONE  children  of  drunken  fathers.  In  almost  eren^  jail  were  husbands  confined 
for  whipping  their  wivr«y  or  for  otlierwise  abusing  tiieir  families.  In  one  niitf. 
in  another  fourteen,  in  another  sixteen,  iiad  been  in  prison  for  this  o^nce  the 
last  year  :  in  another  three  out  of  Uie  four  who  were  tfun  in  prison  were  confined 
for  xcldpping  their  wives.  But  when  we  reflect  that  but  a  very  snuill  proportioo 
of  these  brutes  in  human  shape  are  thus  punished,  tlie  amount  of  misery  and 
domestic  sufiering,  arising  from  this  source,  exceeds  the  powers  of  the  human 
mind  to  compute ;  and  yet  the  sale  of  that  wiiich  causes  all  this  is  not  only 
tolerated  but  is  AUTHORISED  by  LAW. 

You,  sir,  with  every  friend  of  his  country,  and  especially,  every  friend  to  the 
religion  of  our  Saviour,  cannot  but  be  pained  at  the  bare  recital  of  these  facts, 
yet  you,  and  all  that  are  engaged  in  tlie  temperance  reformation,  may  have  thc 
pleasing  reflection  that  you  are  laboring  to  eradicate  these  evils,  and  thu'  -j 
your  labors  and  sacrifices  in  tliis  cause  Iiave  thus  far  been  crowned  witii  j. 
measure  of  success  so  far  beyond  your  most  sanguine  anticipations,  as  to  de- 
monstrate that  the  cause  of  Temperance  is  under  the  special  protection  of  Him. 
who  can,  and  will  cause  it  ultimately  to  gain  a  complete  and  glorious  triomph 

ThefcUowing  xoill  show  the  present  condition  of  Temperance  operations  thnrngk- 

out  that  State. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society 
respectfully  submit  to  tlie  Parent  Institution  the  following  summary  ofreswUi, 
by  the  blessing  of  Providence  consequent  upon  the  efforts  of  the  Society  m 
that  state,  during  the  sixth  year  of  its  operations. 

698  Towns  and  Cities  have  reported  I(>58  organized  societies.  Ill  towns  have 
not  sent  in  their  reports,  all  of  which  have  one  or  more  societies ;  but  Che  com- 
mittee estimate  them  each  to  contain  one  organization,  which  added,  makes  the 
town  and  city  associations  amount  to  1763.  The  organization  of  the  10,000 
school  districts  in  the  state  is  rapidly  progressing :  from  the  tenor  of  the  reports, 
the  conunHtee  calculate  that  at  least  1000  or  these  minute  associations  are 
already  formed.  So  that  the  committee  feel  safe  in  calculating  ^>00  as  the 
number  of  associations,  laige  and  small,  in  the  state  of  New  YorlT,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  temperance.  Tlie  actual  number  of  pledged  members  in  the  0A> 
towns  reported,  amounts  to  3^,427 — averaging  about  460  to  each.  Estimating 
the  towns  that  have  failed  to  report,  at  only  one-half  of  those  that  have,  would 
give  the  present  Temperance  strength,  in  pledged  members,  340,107. 

The  actual  increase  during  the  past  year,  in  tlie  towns  reported,  amounts  t> 
91,642:  add  the  increase  in  towns  not  reported,  and  the  committee  estimate  tht* 
whole  increase  of  members  for  the  past  year,  to  be  at  least  100,000. 

Fourteen  hundred  and  seventjr-two  persons  have  been  reported  as  having 
abandoned  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  during  the  year,  in  their  taverns  or  stores^: 
many  towns,  in  their  reports,  state  that  all  have  abandoned  the  traffic ;  and 
numbers  not  being  given,  they  cannot  be  estimated.  In  the  towns  reported, 
2374  persons  still  continue  to  bring  on  their  neighborhood  taxes,  beggary  and 
death,  by  dealing  out  ardent  spirit  for  gain. 

The  subscription  to  the  Temperance  Recorder  in  the  various  counties  in  the 
state,  amounte  to  97,924— in  the  whole  Union,  over  2^,000. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  results,  the  committee  thank  God,  and  take  couns^. 
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They  have  some  tbin?B  to  discouraee,  but  more  to  encourage ;  and  it  is  their 
intention,  should  their  liyes  be  spared^  to  address  themselves  to  their  labors  with 
renewed  diligence  and  zeal,  with  a  solemn  conviction  of  dutj^  to  God  and  man, 
and  with  the  hope  that  they  may  receive  the  assistance,  the  influence,  and  tho 
prayers  of  all  good  men,  and  the  continued  countenance  of  God  Almighty, 
without  which  weir  efforts  would  be  powerless. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

EDWARD  C.  DELAVAN,  Chairman. 

Albany,  July  28th,  1834. 


1 


Vice  Presidents* 


E.     (P.  91.) 

Pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  American  Temperance  Society,  as  recommended 
by  the  National  Temperance  Convention,  held  at  Philadeljphia,  May  24, 1833, 
a  meetinfr  of  officers  and  delegates  from  the  State  Societies,  throughout  the 
United  states,  assembled  for  tnc  purpose  of  forming  a  general  Temperance 
Union. 

Dr.  S.  Agnew,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  John  Marsh  and 
I.  S.  Loyd  were  appointed  secretaries. 

On  motion — Justin  Edwards,  Edward  C.  Delavan,  N.  S.  N.  Beman.  Thomas 
Brainard  and  G.  B.  Perry,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  officers  and 
prepare  business  for  the  meeting.  The  committee,  aAer  having  retired, 
reported  the  following  members  as  officers  for  the  present  meeting  of  the 
Union : 

STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER,  of  N.  Y.,  President. 

Samuel  Ag5ew,  of  Penn. 

William  Jay,  of  New  York, 

G.  B.  Perry,  of  Massachusetts, 

Richard  Boylston,  of  N.  H. 

Cyrus  Yale,  of  Connecticut, 

JoHM  Marsh,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Isaac  S.  Lord,  of        do.  I  c      #     - 

Harrison  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  r^^^^^ries. 

Thomas  Brai.nard,  of  Oliio,  j 

The  committee  farther  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  were  adopted, 
as  follows : 

1.  Rcsohed.  That  the  officers  of  the  Ani".  lean  Temperance  Society,  and  of 
each  of  the  State  Temperance  Socie*:ia,  in  their  associated  capacity,  be  denom- 
inated, The  United  {States'  Temperance  Union. 

2.  Rcsolvedy  That  the  object  of  this  Union  shall  be,  by  the  diffusion  of  infor- 
mation, and  the  exertion  or  kind  moral  influence,  to  promote  the  cause  of  Tem- 
perance throughout  the  United  States. 

8.  Resolved,  That  Isaac  S.  Loyd,  Matthew  Newkirk,  and  Isaac  Collins  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Tappan,  of  Massachusetts,  Edward  C.  Delavan,  and 
Samuel  Ward,  of  New  York,  and  Christian  Keener,  of  Marvland,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  into  effect,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  objects  of  this  Union ;  and 
that  they  continue  in  office  till  others  are  appointed. 

4.  Resoleedf  That  the  above  mentioned  commmittee  call  another  meeting  of 
this  Union  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  judge  proper. 

5.  Resolvedy  That  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  all  State  Societies  be,  ex- 
officio,  members  of  this  committee. 

0.  As  it  is  proved  by  tlie  united  testimony  of  thousands  of  medical  men,  and 
by  a  great  number  of  facts,  that  ardent  spirit  is  a  voisoriy  the  drinking  of  which 
is  not  only  needless,  but  hurtful,  as  it  necessarily  tends  to  form  intemperate 
appetites  and  habits,  and  while  the  use  of  it  as  a  drink  is  continued,  intemper- 
ance can  never  bo  done  av/ay ;  as  it  causes  a  great  portion  of  the  crimes,  wretch- 
edness and  pauperism  in  tlie  community ',  increases  greatly  the  number,  severity 
and  fatal  termination  of  diseases ;  tends  to  weaken  and  derange  the  intellect ; 
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pollute  the  afTections ;  harden  the  heart  and  corrupt  the  morals ;  as  it  depriTM 
many  of  reason,  and  still  more  of  its  healthful  and  salutary  exercise,  and  hrinp 
down  multitudes  annually  to  an  untimely  ^ve  ;  as  it  tends  to  produce  in  & 
children  of  many  who  drink,  a  predisposition  to  intemperance,  insanity  and 
various  bodily  and  mental  diseases ;  to  cause  a  diminution  of  strength,  a  weble- 
noss  of  vision,  a  fickleness  of  purpose  and  a  premature  old  a^re,  and  to  prodoce 
to  all  future  generations  a  general  deterioration  of  physical  and  moral  character; 
ns  it  tends  to  promote  vice  and  wickedness,  to  counteract  the  efficacy  of  the 
£rospel,  and  oi  all  means  for  the  intcllectal  elevation,  the  moral  purity,  the  social 
i;appines6,  and  the  eternal  good  of  mankind,  and  is,  without  any  counteractiof 
Unefits,  in  all  its  influence  and  effects  evil,  only  evil, and  that  continually;  as 
its  use  is  a  manifest  violation  of  tlie  laws  of  health,  of  life  and  of  God,  and  if 
ro!)tinued,  will  perpetuate  int<.Mn]K'rance  and  its  innumerable  evils,  to  all  fhtoif 
generations,  and  extend  its  destructive  effects  over  multitudes,  we  fear,  to 
vt»'rnity  :  therefore, 

lifsolredf  That  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  especially  the  young.it 
be  published  and  circulated  as  extensively  as  practicable,  tliat,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  body,  afler  deliberate  and  careful  attention  to  this  subject,  tke  use  tf 
ardent  spiritf  as  a  drinky  is  morally  irronSy  and  ought  to  be  universally  aban- 
doned ;  and  that  we  unite  witli  the  thousands  of  physicians  and  the  hnndredi 
of  thousands  of  philanthropic  men.  in  this  and  other  countries,  in  expre8sin|r 
the  sentiment  tliat  the  entire  disuse  of  it  us  a  drink,  would  tend  power^y  to 
promote  tlie  health,  the  virtue  and  tlie  happiness  of  the  community. 

7.  As  the  traffic  in  ardent  spirit ^  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  ministers  to  the  use  of 
it,  and  teaches  the  erroneous  and  destructive  sentiment,  that  such  use  is  ri|^ 
and  thus  tends  to  produce  and  to  perpetuate  the  above  mentioned  evils ;  as  it 
also  tends  by  increasing  pauperism  and  crime,  to  augment  the  taxes  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  to  diminish  their  health,  corrupt  their  morals  and  shorten 
iheir  lives,  and  is  thus  manifestly  unjust  as  well  as  injurious  towards  the  com- 
munity, being  contrary  to  all  just  views  of  liberty,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the 
fundamental  maxim  of  common  law, '^so  use  your  own  as  not  to  injure  th^ 
pubhc;"  that  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  (spirit  dealers),  the  many  should  be  bar- 
dened,  therefore. 

Resolved y  That  t/u  traffic  in  ardent  soirit  as  a  drink,  is,  in  our  view,  wartUif 
icTongy  and  ought  to  he  unirersalltf  ahanaoned. 

8.  As  the  traffic  is  now  upheld  by  th(>  sanction  of  legislation,  and  that  legif- 
lation  by  teaching  to  comnmnity  tiie  error,  tliat  the  use  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drink,  and  the  traffic  in  it  as  such,  are  right,  tends  to  perpetuate  the  abov? 
mentioned  evils,  and  to  hinder  the  truth  from  producing  tlie  universal  ccwrir- 
tion  that  the  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  and  the  traffic  in  it  are  morally  wroog. 
therefore, 

Resolred,  That  it  be  respectfully  suggested  to  all  friends  of  humanity,  whether 
the  laws  which  authorise  the  traffic  m  distilled  liquors  as  a  drink,  by  liceiisio| 
men  to  pursue  it,  are  not  morally  wronof,  and  whether  they  ought  not  to  bc» 
modified,  that  the  evil  should  be  no  longer  licensed,  or  its  continuance  receir« 
the  sanction  of  legislative  support. 

1).  As  what  is  morally  wrong  is  never  politically  right,  or  expedient,  or 
r.seful,  but  is  always  on  the  whohf,  detrimental  to  the  community,  therefore  it 
is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  ought  ever  to  be  licensed,  and  whether 
all  legislation  in  regard  to  it,  if  legislation  is  required  by  the  public  good  and  the 
voice  of  the  people,  ought  not  to  be,  not  on  tlie  ground  of  licensing  the  ain,  bat 
only  in  the  wisest  and  best  way,  of  defending  tlie  community  from  its  enli. 

10.  As  the  practice  of  drinking  spirit  is  perpetuated,  not  principaUj  froni 
regard  to  the  gratification  and  to  obtain  the  money  of  drunkaros,  but  of  mod- 
erate drinkers,  and  from  their  ranks  alone  the  recruits  are  to  be  taken,  fot  tJH 
the  drunken  armies  that  are  to  be  raised,  to  all  future  generations,  and  as  no 
other  men  can  keep  up  a  custom  which  shall  perpetuate  intemperance  and  iti 
abominations  except  tliemselves  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  innumerable  evils  which  they  may  remove, 
and  the  infinite  benefits  which  they  may  confer  on  the  community,  they  heiefaj 
are  respectfully,  and  kindly,  and  earnestly  requested  to  permit  the  inteDperanoe 
of  our  country  to  cease. 
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11.  The  morality  or  immorality  of  using  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink^  is,  in  our 
view,  the  ^rand  point  on  which  the  defeat  or  triumph  of  the  temperance  cause 
depends,  u  it  is  thought  to  be  morally  right  to  drink  ardent  spirit,  and  to  traffic 
in  It,  both  will  probably  be  continued,  intemperate  appetites  will  bo  formed,  and 
drunkenness  with  its  evils  will  be  perpetuated  ^  but  if  it  i§  morally  wrong,  and 
the  evidence  of  this  truth  is  universally,  kindly,  and  perse veringly  exhibited 
in  words  and  in  deeds,  by  all  the  friends  of  truth ;  and  attended  as  in  that  case 
we  may  expect  it  will  be,  by  the  influences  of  the  spirit  of  truth,  it  will  univer- 
sally prevail ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  do  not  drink  or  furnish  ardent  spirit,  and  yet 
do  not  believe  either  to  be  immoral,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  requested  to  exam- 
ine the  subject  in  the  light  of  all  the  facts  which  are  developeci,  and  of  all  the 
consequences  of  drinking  ardent  spirit,  and  see  if  they  Ijave  not  heretofore  been 
mistaken  ;  and  if  they  should  be  convinced  that  the  practice  is  immoral,  thit 
they  be  requested  to  use  all  suitable  means  to  spread  universally  the  evidence 
of  this  truth  throughout  our  land. 

12.  As  it  is  a  maxim  of  common  law  as  well  as  of  common  sense  and  of  the 
Bible,  that  the  accessory  and  the  principal  in  crime  are  both  guilty,  and  as  the 
men  who  furnish  grain  and  other  materials  for  the  distillation  of  ardent  spirit 
to  be  used  as  a  drink,  and  the  men  who  rent  tenements  for  grog-shops  to  be 
occupied  in  the  sale  of  it,  are  manifestly  accessory  to  the  perpetuating  of  the 
drinking  of  it  and  its  evils ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are  respectfully  requested  to  consider 
whether  their  practice  in  the  above  mentioned  particular  is  not  inconsistent 
with  moral  duty,  and  injurious  in  its  consequences  to  mankind;  and  whether 
an  enlightened  regard  to  the  public  good,  as  w^ell  as  to  tiie  great  principles  of 
morality  and  the  Christian  religion,  do  not  require  that  those  practices  should  be 
universally  abandoned. 

13.  As  the  expression  of  the  views  of  enlightened,  judicious  and  philanthropic 
men,  es{)ecially  of  those  who,  from  their  profession  and  employment,  have 
peculiar  opportunities  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  subject,  has  deservedly 
great  weight  with  the  comnmnity,  and  as  more  than  3,000  physicians  have 
given  it  as  their  settled  conviction,  that  ardent  spirit  as  a  drink  is  not  needful 
or  useful ;  that,  on  the  other  hand  it  is  exceedingly  hurtful,  being  a  frequent 
cause  of  disease  and  death,  and  oflen  rendering  diseases  that  arise  from  other 
causes  more  difficult  of  cure  and  more  fatal  in  their  termination,  and  that  the 
entire  disuse  of  it  would  greatly  promote  the  health,  the  virtue  and  comfort  of 
the  communitv  ;  therefore,    . 

Resolved,  Inat  all  physicians  in  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  respectfully  requested  to  examine  this  subject,  and  give  the  result  of  theu: 
inquiries  with  re^rd  to  the  nature  of  ardent  spirit,  in  its  e^cts  on  the  human 
system  to  the  public ;  and  to  state  explicitly,  whether  in  their  view  the  entire 
disuse  of  it  as  a  beverage,  would  not  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

14.  As  knowledge  and  virtue  are  essential  to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  the 
dissemination  of  truth  is  one  of  the  principal  means  of  doing  good,  and  espe- 
cially in  this  cause,  whose  grand  instrumentality  is  the  universal  diffusion  of 
information,  and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral  influence ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  great  pleasure,  the  rapid  increase  of  temperance 
publications,  and  would  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  friends  of  temperance  in 
«ach  state,  to  take  e^ctual  measures  to  put  a  copy  of  some  such  publication 
statedly,  into  every  family  that  will  receive  it  throughout  the  country. 

15.  As  the  living  voice  is  one  of  the  principal  means  of  operating  on  the 
public  mind,  and  many  penons  can  be  influeaced  only  by  this  meani,  and  as 
great  good  has  already  been  accomplished  by  means  of  living  agents,  visiting 
all  parts  of  a  county,  or  a  state ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  friends  of  temperance  to  employ  one  or  more  such  agents  permanently  in 
each  state. 

16.  As  young  men  are  the  hope  of  our  country ,  and  as  the  coarse  which  the^r 
may  take  with  regard  to  temperance,  will  have  a  momentous  bearing  not  only 
on  their  own  chuacter  and  nappiness,  but  on  their  influence  upon  the  world ; 
and  as  the  caose  of  temperanoe  lias  already  been  essentiaUy  promoted  by  thi« 
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interesting  and  cfKcient  clam  of  our  citizens ;  and  should  all  joung  men  give 
to  this  cause  their  united  and  persevering  support,  it  would  soon  be  univernlij 
triumphant;  therefore, 

Resolredj  That  every  ^'oung  man  in  the  United  States,  in  view  of  the  benefitj 
which  his  example  and  influence  may  confer,  be  requested  to  give  to  this  cause 
his  prompt,  energetic  and  unremitted  support. 

17.  As  the  elevation  and  worth  of  woman,  and  tlie  extent  and  power  of  h<^r 
influence,  are  sure  indications  of  the  state  of  society ;  and  as  according  to  thi^ 
standard  our  countrymen  are  under  special  obligations  to  the  Author  of  all 
good,  and  arc  bound  to  be  peculiarly  grateful  fortlie  bright  manifestations  of  his 
favor ;  and  as  the  cause  or  temperance  in  common  will  all  other  good  cause;*, 
has  greatly  multiplied  and  extended  it  blessings,  througrh  the  instrumentalitj 
of  woman's  example  and  eflbrts ;  and  should  that  example  and  etfort  be  general, 
united  and  persevering  in  tlie  promotion  of  this  cause,  so  intimately  connected 
with  her  own  comfort  and  prospects,  and  tliat  of  those  whom  bhe  most  tenderlj 
loves,  and  for  whom  she  most  cheerfully  sacrifices  and  labors,  it  would  surely  pre- 
vail, become  universal,  and  its  blessineps  be  extended  to  all  future  time ;  therefoFe. 

RestHredf  That  the  females  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  tlie  powerful  and 
salutary  influence  which  they  may  exert  over  all  classes  in  the  community,  and 
especially  over  the  young ;  and  the  immeasurable  blessings  which  they  mar  be 
instrumental  in  conferring  upon  all  future  generations  and  for  both  worlds'  be. 
and  they  hereby  are,  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested,  universally  in 
all  suitable  ways  to  give  to  this  cause  their  united  and  persevering  efforts. 

Af\er  the  organization  of  the  Union,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  adoptf>d 
with  great  unanimity,  as  expressing  the  deliberate  and  solemn  convictions  of  i!i 
memMrs.  We  subjoin  the  following  remarks  as  explanatory  of  the  temperance 
organization  in  America.  This  organization  consists  of  the  American  lemper- 
ance  Society,  twenty-two  State  Temperance  Societies,  and  more  than  serm 
thousand  associations  in  counties  and  smaller  districts  of  country. 

The  American  Temperance  Society,  is  composed  of  a  number  of  known  and 
influential  friends  of  temperance  in  various  parts  of  tlie  I'nited  States.  It< 
object  is,  by  tlie  diffusion  of  information,  and  the  exertion  of  kind  moral  inda-. 
ence,  to  extend  the  principles  and  blessings  of  temperance  throughout  ihc 
world.  In  tlie  prosecution  of  this  object,  it  does  not  intend  to  unite  all  friends 
of  temperance  in  the  United  States  in  that  society,  but  to  procure  the  formatifin 
of  a  state  society  in  each  state,  a  county  society  in  each  county,  and  local  asso- 
ciations in  cities,  towns,  villages  and  districts  in  all  parts  of  tlie  country.  Each 
of  the  state  societies  takes  the  general  supervision  of  temperance  operations 
throughout  the  state.  The  county  societies,  as  far  as  they  please,  are  auxiiiarr 
to  these,  and  superintend  operations  in  tlie  county.  Local  associations  in  cities, 
towns,  &c.,  when  they  choose  to  be,  render  themselves  auxiliary  to  the  county 
societies,  but  regulate  their  own  movements  and  eflbrts  according  to  their  on 
views  of  necessity  and  expediency,  and  with  direct  reference  to  their  own  wants 
and  ability.  Each  society  is  independent  of  all  others,  except  so  far  as  each 
may  choose  for  mutual  benefit,  and  for  the  public  good  to  become  united :  no 
one  society  having  power  to  dictate  to  another,  or  to  control  its  operatioat. 
Each  seeks  the  same  object,  but  no  one  is  obliged  to  pursue  any  but  its  own 
course  to  attain  that  object. 

The  United  States'  Tehiperance  Union  consists  of  the  officers  of  the  American 
Temperance  Society,  and  of  each  of  the  State  Temperance  Societies,  or  of  a 
delegation  equal  to  their  number,  appointed  by  them. 

Enough  has  been  done  to  show  that  the  principles  adopted  are  correct,  lod 
the  means  used  efficacious.  Let  them  be  universally  and  perseveringly  applied, 
and  with  the  divine  blessing,  the  object  will  be  accomplished.  Abstinence  from 
the  use  of  that  which  intoxicates,  while  it  will  tend  to  promote  the  bodily  and 
spiritual,  the  temporal  and  eternal  good  of  mankind,  will  also  cause  dniokeo- 
ness  to  cease  from  the  earth.  Sobriety,  with  its  attendant  blessings,  will 
become  universal,  and  the  time  be  hastened,  when  the  will  of  GodSiaU  be 
done  on  eulh  as  it  is  done  in  heaTen. 
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ANlVVAIi   niEETING. 


The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting,  of  the  American  Temperance  Society, 
held  at  Park  Street  Church,  Boston,  May  26,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  The  Preii- 
dent  Hon.  Samuel  llubbard  hieing  absent,  the  Chair  was  taken  by  John  Tappan 
Esq.  Cliairman  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  meeting  wa«  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Urown  Emerson  of  Salem,  Mass. 

Extracts  from  tlie  Report  were  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Society. 

On  motion  of  Edward  C.  Dele  van,  Chairman  of  the  Execntive  of  the  New  York 
State  Temperance  Society,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Ralph  Emerson  D.  D.  Froitrnx 
of  Ecclesiastical  History  m  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. 

Resolved f  that  the  Report,  extracts  from  which  have  been  read,  be  accepted 
and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Adams  of  Boston,  seconded  by  the  Rer.  Rodnef 
G.  Dennis  of  Somers,  Conn. 

Resolved,  that  in  our  view,  the  Temperance  pledge,  the  most  rapid  progmi 
of  the  Temperance  Reformation,  and  the  good  of  society,  all  require,  that  the 
use  of  ardent  spirit,  as  a  drink,  and  the  traffic  in  it  as  such,  in  every ybrm,  should 
be  universally  abandoned. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  M.  Sargent  Esq.  of  Boston  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Edward 
N.  Kirk  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  thai 
adopted :  viz. 

As  it  has  been  proved,  by  the  experience  of  thousands  in  this  and  other  cooii- 
tries,  of  all  arrrs,  and  conJitions,  and  in  all  kinds  of  lawful  business,  thatabrti* 
nence  from  intoxicating  drink  is  not  only  safe  but  salutary  ;  and  as  this  is  the 
only  course  in  which  it  can  be  rationally  expected  that  intemperate  persons  will 
ever  be  permanently  reformed ;  and  as  the  example  and  kind  moral  infloesot 
of  the  temperate  is  the  grand  means  of  leading  the  intemperate  to  adc^t  aad 
pursue  a  course  so  essential  to  their  present  and  future  ffood,  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  more  extensively  and  universally  mis  course  is  adopted  bj 
all  friends  of  temperance,  the  more  rapid,  in  our  view  will  be  the  progress,  and  the 
more  complete  the  triumphs  of  the  Temperance  Reformation;  and  the  gresler 
will  be  the  prospect  that  drunkenness  and  its  evils  will  cease. 

The  Society  was  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  Lower  Vestry  of  Park  Sticel 
Church,  at  half  past  three  oclock  P.  M. 

The  society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Chairman  being  absent,  the 
Hon.  Ceorge  Odiorne  was  appointed  Chairman,  pro.  tem. 

The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  were  then  read  and  acoepled ;  tad 
the  following  officers  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year  :  vii, 

Hon.  SAMtTEL  HUBB.ARD,  FresidenL 

S.  V.  8.  WILDER,  E8q.  Fue  PrendeiO. 

Rev.  JCSTIN  EI)\VAKD8,  Corrtspondinr  Saer««ry. 

ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  Recording  Secretary. 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  TVeomrw-. 

HENRY  HILL,  Esq.  AudiUn-, 

JOHN  TAPPAN,  Esq.      "^ 

Hon.  GEORGE  ODIORNE,  f 

Hon.  HEMAN  LINCOLN,      >  Ezecutio%  CoiwiCtot. 

Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS,    \ 

ENOCH  HALE,  M.  D.  J 

It  was  then  voted,  that  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  added 
several  years  after  the  formation  of  the  Society,  and  also  the  letter  s,  in  the  word 
liquors,  throughout  the  Constitution,  be  omitted. 

It  was  also  voted,  that  in  Article  second,  between  the  words  "additional 
members,"  and,  •*  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,"  the  following  words  be  added, 
"  of  such  persons  as  abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor  ;**  and  that  in 
Article  fourth,  between  the  words  "  Any  person,"  and  *•  who  has,"  the  fbUow- 
ing  words  be  added,  "  who  abstains  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  hquor."  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 
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Ever  smce  man  turned  away  from  God,  as  the  source  of 
enjoyment,  and  from  his  service  as  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  be 
has  been  prone  to  seek  it  in  some  improper  bodily  or  mental 
gratification.  And  no  kind  has  perhaps  been  more  deadly  in  its 
influence  upon  him,  especially  as  a  rational,  accountable,  and 
immortal  being,  than  that  which  results  from  the  drinking  of  in- 
toxicating liquor. 

That  intoxicating  principle,  which  has,  in  this  country,  been 
the  chief  cause  of  drunkenness,  is  not  the  product  of  creation ; 
nor  is  it  the  result  of  any  living  process  in  nature.  The  animal 
kingdom,  in  all  its  vast  variety  of  eiustence,  and  modes  of  opera- 
tion, saith,  ^'  It  is  not  in  me;"  and  the  vegetable  kingdom  responds, 
^Mt  is  not  in  me."  It  cannot  be  found,  and  it  does  not  exist, 
among  all  the  living  works  of  God.  Those  substances,  however, 
which  contain,  or  which  will  produce  sugar,  after  they  are  dead, 
and  liave  become  subject  to  those  laws  which,  then^  operate  on 
inanimate  matter,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  decomposition,  under- 
{^o  a  process,  which  chemists  call,  vinous  fermentation.  By  this 
process  a  new  substance  is  formed,  called  Alcohol.  This  is  the 
means  of  intoxication.  It  is  composed  of  hydrogen,  carbon,  and 
oxygen  in  the  proportion  of  13,04  ;  52,17 ;  and  34,79  parts  to 
a  hundred  ;  and  is  in  its  nature,  as  manifested  by  its  effects,  an 
exceedingly  subde  and  diffusive  poison.  The  elements,  by  the 
combination  of  which  this  is  formed,  existed  before  ;  but  the 
substance,  which  this  combination  forms,  did  not  before  exist.  It 
is  an  entirely  new  substance,  and  is  altogether  different  in  its 
nature  and  effects,  from  what  existed  before.  It  was  formed,  not 
by  the  process  which  operates  in  the  formation  of  living  matter,  but 
by  that  which  operates  on  a  certain  kind  of  matter,  only  after  it  is 
dead.  And  the  substance  which  is  thus  formed  is  as  really  dif- 
ferent, in  its  nature  and  effects,  from  every  tiling  which  existed 
before,  as  the  poisonous  miasma  is  different  from  the  fruits,  or  the 
vegetables,  from  the  decomposition  and  decay  of  which  it  springs. 
It  is  as  really  different,  as  sickness  is  different  from  health ;  or 
drunkenness  is  different  from  sobriety.     Hence  it  no  more  fol- 
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lows,  because  fruits  and  grains  are  proper  for  man,  that  therefore 
Alcohol,  which  the  fermentation  of  these  substances  produces,  is 
proper,  than  it  follows,  because  those  substances  are  proper,  that 
therefore  poisonous  miasma  is  proper.    One  is  formed  by  a  living 
process  ;  the  other  by  a  process  which  operates,  only  after  death. 
And  tliey  are  as  really  different,  as  life  is  different  from  death. 
Because  one  is  good,  it  does  not  follow  that  tlie  other  is  good ; 
and  to  conclude  that  it  is,  is  as  really  unphilosophical,  as  it  would 
be  to  conclude,  that  because  potatoes  are  good  as  an  article  of 
diet,  that  therefore  the  manure  out  of  which  they  grew,  is  good 
for  the  same  purpose.     But  one  does  not  follow  from  the  other. 
There  is  ho  such  connection  between  them  as  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation for  any  such  conclusion. 

We  are  the  more  particular  on  this  point,  because  there  is  nmch 
error  in  the  public  mind,  with  regard  to  it.  Many  suppose  tiai 
there  is  some  portion  of  Alcohol  in  all  vegetable  substances ;  at 
least  in  all,  whose  fermentation,  after  death,  will  produce  it.  But 
this  is  an  entire  mistake.  Not  a  living  vegetable  under  heaven,  so 
far  as  has  yet  been  discovered,  contains  a  particle  of  it.  It  does 
not  exist  m  any  living  substance.  It  is  formed  only  by  vinous 
fermentation.  After  it  is  formed,  it  can  be  extracted  from  fer- 
mented liquors,  in  three  ways.  One  is,  to  place  the  liquor  under 
a  receiver,  and  exhaust  the  air  ;  when  the  Alcohol,  being  li2:bter 
and  more  volatile  than  the  other  parts,  at  a  temperature  of  about 
70  degrees,  will  rise  ;  and  may  thus  be  obtained. 

Another  way,  is,  to  precipitate  the  mucilaginous  parts,  the  acid 
and  the  coloring  matter,  by  means  of  the  subacetate,  or  suj^ar  cf 
lead  ;  and  then  to  take  off  the  water  that  remains,  by  means  of 
the  sub-cai*bonate  of  potassa,  or  pearlashes  ;  when  the  Alcohol  will 
remain. 

Another  way  is  by  the  application  of  heat,  as  in  common  distil- 
lation. The  art  of^  distillation  has  been  said,  by  some,  to  have 
been  known  in  China,  at  a  period  much  earlier  than  we  have  any 
authentic  evidence  of  its  having  been  known  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.*  But  there  is  no  proof  that  Alcohol  was  ever  extracted 
from  fermented  liquor,  till  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  years  ago. 
When  this  was  first  done  in  Arabia,  no  person  knew  what  this 
product  of  distillation  was  ;  nor  was  there  any  language  that  bad 
for  it  even  a  name.  They  however  made  a  name.  They  called 
it  Alcohol ;  and  that  is  the  chemical  name,  in  every  country,  to 
this  day.  Alcohol  in  the  language  of  that  country,  was  a  fine  im- 
palpable powder,  with  which  the  women  used  to  paint  their  faces, 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their  beauty  ;  and  in  order  to  appear 
to  be,  what  they  really  were  not.    And  if  any,  under  the  influence 

*  See  Morebead  od  inebriating  liquors,  p.  107,  &c. 
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of  this  intoxicatiog  poison,  really  thought,  that  they  were  more 
beautiful  than  they  were  when  sober,  and  under  the  influence  of 
that  only,  which  God  made  as  a  beverage  for  man,  they  were 
deceived.  But  they  were  not  more  really  deceived,  dian  have 
been  the  thousands  and  millions,  who,  under  the  idea  of  being 
benefited  by  the  drinking  of  Alcohol,  have  since  lived  and  died 
under  its  power.  It  is  in  its  nature,  in  a  high  degree,  ^^  a  mocker ;" 
and,  it  is  also  "  raging.*'  Whosoever  is  "  deceived  thereby,"  as 
every  man  is,  who  thinks  that  as  a  beverage,  it  does  him  good,  ^^  is 
not  wise." 

It  was  however  soon  ascertained  to  be  a  poison  ;  and  it  does 
not  appear,  that  any  one,  who  understood  its  nature,  even  thought 
that  the  time  would  ever  come,  when  any  people  would  think  of 
usin|  it,  as  a  drink.  Amoldus  de  Villa,  a  physician  in  the  south 
of  Europe,  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century,  is,  so  far  as  is 
known,  the  first  writer  whose  opinion  is  on  record,  who  recom- 
mends in  any  case  the  use  of  it  even  a3  a  medicine.  Under  his 
influence,  however,  and  that  of  his  disciple,  Raymond  LuUy,  who 
was  born  at  Majorca,  in  1234,  its  medicinal  use  extended  north- 
ward, and  spread  over  various  parts  of  Europe*  Judging  from 
its  immediate  effects,  it  was  thought  to  increase  life ;  and  was 
denominated,  aqua  vitae,  water  of  me.  This  was  what  its  friends 
pretended  it  to  be  ;  and  what,  while  under  its  mfluence,  and 
deluded  by  its  efliects,  multitudes,  down  to  this  day,  have  thought 
it  to  be.  Whereas  if  named  according  to  its  nature  and  conse- 
quences, it  should  have  been,  aqua  mortis,  et  danmationis;  water 
of  death,  and  damnation.  Yet,  so  powerful  was  its  influence  to 
deceive  men,  and  to  make  them  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil, 
that  Theoricus,  as  stated  in  Holinsheds  Chronicles,  published  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  wrote  a  treatise  upon  its  wonderfidly  sana* 
tive  power  ;  in  which  he  says,  ^'  It  sloweth  age,  it  strengtheneth 
youth,  it  helpeth  digestion,  it  cutteth  flegme,  it  abandoneth  mel- 
ancholic, it  relisheth  the  heart,  it  lighteneth  the  mind,  it  quick- 
eneth  the  spirits,  it  cureth  the  hydropsia,  it  healeth  the  strangurie, 
it  pounceth  the  stone,  it  expelleth  gravell,  it  puflieth  away  ven- 
tositie,  it  keepeth  and  preserveth  the  head  from  whirling,  the 
eyes  from  dazzling,  the  tong  from  lisping,  the  mouth  from  snaf- 
fling, the  teeth  from  chattering,  and  the  throat  from  rattling ;  it 
keepeth  the  weasan  from  stiffling,  the  stomach  from  wambling, 
and  the  heart  from  swelling ; — it  keepeth  the  hands  from  sliiv- 
ering,  the  sinews  from  shrinking,  the  veuis  from  crumbling,  the 
bones  from  aching,  and  the  marrow  from  soaking."  Such  were 
supposed  to  be  its  wonderful  virtues  ;  and  many  began  to  think 
that  they  could  not  live  without  it. 

Ulstadius,  another  writer,  ascribes  to  it  this  most  singular  praise ; 
he  says,  ^^  It  will  burfij  being  kindled."  And  this  he  considers, 
as  demonstrauon  of  its  peculiar  excellence. 
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It  was  not  therefore  strange,  with  such  views  of  its  power  as  a 
medicine,  that  men  should  hegin  to  conclude  that  it  must  ako  do 
good  in  health,  especiaHy  when  they  were  peculiarly  exposed,  and 
under  severe  labor  ;  nor  that  they  should  introduce  the  use  of  it 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  as  weU  as  curii^  diseases.  This 
was  the  case,  particularly  in  the  mines  in  Hungary ;  and  afterwards, 
in  1581,  it  was  introduced,  by  the  Ei^lish,  as  a  kind  of  cordial 
for  their  soldiers,  while  engaged  in  war  in  the  Netherlands. 

It  was  also  introduced  as  a  drink  into  Ireland  and  various  other 
places.  What  was  the  consequence  of  this  ?  The  sanne  which 
ever  has  been,  and  while  the  world  stands,  ever  must  be,  the  conse- 
quence in  every  country,  of  thus  using  it,  de/iuion,  DELUSION, 
as  to  its  nature  and  effects.  Men  cannot  come  under  the  power 
of  this  mocker,  and  not  be  mocked.  Another  effect  was,  and, 
while  it  is  used,  ever  must  be,  it  created  a  tendency  to  perpetuate 
that  use  of  it ;  and  also  to  increase  the  quantity  used.  Heoee 
says  a  British  writer,  speaking  of  their  introducing  it  into  the  annj 
in  1581,  *^From  this  little  cloud,  no  bigger  thtm  a  man's  hand, 
has  been  evolved  that  mighty  mass  which  is  now  suspended  o?er 
our  country ;  and  which  b  pouring  its  fiery  streams  through  all 
the  currents  of  public  and  domestic  hitercotn^e. "  The  people 
of  that  country,  nave  since  drunk  40,000,000  gaifons  of  dbtilled 
spirit,  besides  vast  quantities  of  fermented  spirit,  in  a  year.  And 
says  one  of  their  Medical  writers,  ^^  The  disease  occasioned  bj  it 
ms  been  by  far  more  destructive  than  any  plague  that  ever  n^ed 
in  Christendom ;  more  malignant  than  any  other  epidemic  pesti- 
lence, that  ever  desolated  our  suffering  race ;  whether  in  the  shape 
of  the  burning  and  contagious  typhus,  the  loathsome  and  mortal 
smell  pox,  the  cholera  of  the  east,  or  the  yellow  fever  of  the  west; 
a*  disease  by  far  more  loathsome,  infectious  and  destructive,  than 
an  of  them  put  together,  with  all  their  dread  array  of  suffering  and 
death,  united  in  one  ghastly  assemblage  of  horrific  and  appalling 
mbery."  And  although  it  did  not  become  a  comnK)n  drink,  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  till  within  less  than  one  hundred 
years,  tney  have  since  drunk  in  a  year,  more  than  60,000,000 
gallons  ;  and  the  people  of  some  other  countries  have  drunk,  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  more  than  twice  that  quantity. 

No  nation  has  ever  adopted  the  use  of  it  without  its  producing 
similar  effects  ;  nor  without  its  proving  to  be,  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  causes  of  all  their  woes.  Yet  while  evil  after  evil  has 
rolled  in  upon  them  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  they,  under  the 
vain,  delusive  idea,  that  they  were  promoting  their  own  benefit, 
have  continued,  till  within  a  few  years,  constantly  to  increase  the 
cause.  Here  is  a  delusion,  one  of  the  most  entire,  ext^fided,  and 
fatal,  with  which  sin,  or  Satan,  has,  in  any  form,  ever  cursed  the 
world.  And  when  this  delusion  is  exhibited,  under  the  life-giving 
power  of  Him  who  causes  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  moo 
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awake  from  it,  as  from  a  dream;  and  as  the  truth  is  exemplified 
in  practice,  they  say  with  amazement,  "Why  have  we  never 
seen  this  before?"  The  answer  to  tliis  question,  is,  "  If  God 
had  not  showed  it  to  us,  we  should  not  have  seen  it  now." 

Yet  there  are  reasons  for  that  delusion  ;  reasons  why  men 
think  that  this  poison,  taken  in  some  form  or  degree,  does  them 
good  ;  and  of  course,  why  after  they  have  begun,  they  continue 
to  take  it ;  and  also  reasons  why  they  continue  to  increase  tlie 
quantity.     Some  of  these  reasons  are  the  following,  viz. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  Alcohol,  that  its  first  efiect  on  the  human 
system  is  a  quickening  of  action  ;  animation,  excitement.  This, 
by  a  fundamental  law  of  our  nature,  is  a  source  of  pleasure.  Tliis 
present  pleasure,  men  mistake  for  real  good.  It  also  arouses  for  a 
moment  the  reserved  and  dormant  energies  of  the  system,  which 
are  not  needed,  and  were  not  designed  for  ordinary  healthful  ac- 
tion, but  were  intended  to  be  kept  for  special  emergencies  ;  and 
which  cannot  be  drawn  out  and  used,  on  ordinary  occasions, 
without  necessarily  shortening  human  life.  This  awakening  of 
dormant  energy,  men  mistake  for  an  increase  of  real,  permanent 
strength.  But  on  both  these  points  they  are  entirely  mistaken. 
As  well  might  they  conclude  that  because  sjn,  sometimes  gives 

E resent  pleasure,  that  therefore  it  is  a  source  of  real  good  ;  or 
ecause  the  delirium  of  a  fever,  sometimes  arouses  into  action 
dormant  energies, — and  the  man  who  before  had  hardly  life 
enough  to  raise  a  hand,  for  a  moment,  puts  on  the  energy  almost 
of  a  giant,  that  therefore  disease  and  delirium  are  a  source  of 
permanent  strength,  as  to  draw  any  such  conclusion  concerning 
Alcohol.     The  fruit  which  God,  on  pain  of  death,  had  forbidden 

Eromised,  and  the  eating  of  it  may  have  given,  present  pleasure, 
lut  the  man  who  thinks  that  it  was,  or  that  sin  is,  in  any  case, 
the  means  of  real  good,  is  entirely  mistaken.  He  calls  evil 
eood,  under  the  delusion,  which  the  practice  of  evil  occasions. 
The  falling  into  a  river,  and  the  immediate  danger  of  drowning  of 
an  infant  child,  or  its  exposure  to  be  consumed  in  a  house  on  fire, 
may  awaken  the  dormant  energies  of  a  delicate  and  affectionate 
mother,  and  arouse  for  a  moment  the  strength  almost  of  Hercules 
for  its  rescue.  But  the  man,  or  the  woman,  who  thinks,  judging 
from  the  immediate  effects,  that  such  scenes  increase  real,  per- 
manent strength,  is  mistaken.  Whatever  the  present  appearance 
or  reality  may  be,  the  consequence  is,  weakness,  not  strength ; 
sickness,  not  health  ;  death,  and  not  life.  So  with  sin,  in  all 
cases ;  its  end  is  bitterness  and  death.  So  with  Alcohol.  What- 
ever  the  present  appearance  or  reality,  "  at  the  last,  it  biteth  like 
a  serpent,  and  stingeth  like  an  adder." 

Yet  as  it  gives  present  pleasure,  and  appears  sometimes  to 
increase  strength,  a  motive  is  hereby  created  to  drink  it« 

1* 
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It  sometimes  also  appears  to  remove  trouble,  and  this  is  anoth* 
er  motive  to  take  it.  A  man's  wife,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
was  seized  with  the  cholera,  and  he  was  in  trouble.  She  died  ; 
and  he  drank  Alcohol.  Under  its  influence,  he  took  her  by  the 
hair  of  her  head,  and  in  high  glee,  dragged  her  body  across  the 
floor,  and  tumbled  it  into  tlie  coffin.  It  seemed  to  remove  trou- 
ble, and  even  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  to  occasion 
mirth.  But  the  mirth  of  the  wicked  is  short ;  and  die  end  of 
that  mirth  is  heaviness.  Yet,  as  the  mirth  is  realy  and  is  occa- 
sioned by  Alcohol,  it  presents  a  motive  to  drink  it.  And  thou- 
sands do  drink  it  on  this  account. 

It  sometimes  also  seems  to  remove  even  poverty  ;  and  to  in- 
crease riches,  and  other  desirable  things.  A  poor  man  in  Massa- 
chusetts who  was  not  a  drunkard,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  daily 
using  spirit,  greatly  to  his  own  injury,  and  that  of  his  family,  was 
entreated  by  a  rich  neighbor,  to  renounce  the  practice.  He  had 
done  it  himself,  and  found  great  beneflt,  and  he  wished  his  neigh- 
bor to  do  it.  But  the  poor  man  gave  this  as  a  reason  why  tbey 
did  not  think  alike  on  this  subject.  ^^You,"  said  he,  ^^area 
rich  man,  and  of  course  have  no  need  of  taking  it.  You  are 
rich  enough,  and  you  feel  rich  enough,  without  it.  But  I  am  a 
poor  man ;  and  nobody  likes  always  to  feel  poor  ;  and  when  a 
man  has  taken  a  little,  he  feels  five  hundred  dollars  richer^  than 
he  did  before."  But  is  he  any  richer?  Is  his  family  any  ricb^r 
Or  is  it  all  delusion?  Delusion  ;  but  no  more  real  than  the  meQ 
experience  in  other  cases,  who,  because  it  gives  them  present 
pleasure,  tliink  it  does  tliem  real  good.  It  gave  to  this  man  for  a 
moment  the  pleasure  of  feeling  that  he  was  rich,  when  he  was  not 
rich  ;  the  pleasure  of  being  deceived  ;  and  this  is  its  nature,  li 
gives  to  men  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  deception.  For  tliis 
reason,  it  has  often  been  furnisl.ed  at  public  sales  of  properly  for 
the  purpose  of  leading  those  who  might  attend,  and  would  partake 
of  it,  to  feel  more  rich  than  they  really  were  ;  and  to  give  more 
for  property,  than  it  was  worth. 

A  respectable  lawyer  in  the  neigliborhood  of  Boston  was  about 
to  sell  the  wood  which  was  standing  upon  a  certain  piece  of  g^round. 
He  knew  that  ardent  spirit  is  poison,  and  of  course  that  it  is 
wicked  for  men  to  drink  it,  or  to  furnish  it  to  be  drunk  by  oth- 
ers ;  and  although  it  had  been  the  custom,  on  such  occasions,  to 
furnish  it,  he  told  the  vendue-master,  not  to  furnish  any ;  but  in 
its  stead,  to  furnish  nourishing  food.  The  vendue-master  con- 
sented to  follow  his  directions,  but,  said  he,  "  I  am  very  sorry, 
you  will  lose  a  great  deal  of  money.  I  know  how  it  works ;  and 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  after  men  have  been  drinking,  the 
trees  look  a  great  deal  larger  than  they  did  before."  But  are  tliey 
«ny  larger?    Men  may  also,  sometimes,  seem  to  see  tvra  or  more 
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trees,  where  before  they  drank  the  poison,  they  could  see  but 
one.  But  are  there  any  more  trees  than  there  were  before? 
Tet  as  diere  seem  to  be  more,  or  they  seem  to  be  larger,  and  men 
who  furnish  the  poison,  get  at  the  time  more  money,  it  presents 
to  them  a  powerful  temptation  to  commit  the  sin  of  fumisliing  it. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  State  of  New  York,  assembled 
to  consult  upon  the  worth  of  certain  parcels  of  land,  which  were 
to  be  ojSered  at  public  sale.  After  due  consideration,  they  con- 
cluded unanimously,  that  the  lands  were  not  woriii  over  a  certain 
sum,  and  that  they  would  not  sell  for  more.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed, they  attended  the  sale.  No  one  oftered  more  than  what 
was  considered,  by  men,  when  they  were  not  poisoned,  to  be  the 
worth  of  the  properly.  The  owner  would  not  sell  it  at  that 
price.  He  invited  the  men  to  his  house,  and  gave  them  Alcohol 
and  water,  sw^eetened  and  prepared  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
palatable.  After  partaking  of  it  they  repaired  again  to  the  sale, 
and  one  of  diose  very  men,  who  is  now  a  highly  respectable  man, 
felt  so  much  richer  than  he  did  before,  the  property  appeared  to 
be  so  much  more  valuable,  and  it  appeared  to  him  so  much  more 
important  that  he  should  have  it,  that  he  bid,  and  actually  gave 
more  than  four  times  as  much  as  he,  or  any  other  man,  token  not 
poisoned^  thought  the  land  to  be  worth,  or  was  willing  to  give  for  it. 
The  above  account  the  writer  of  this,  had  from  the  man  himself. 
A  vendue-master  in  Connecticut,  in  giving  an  account  of  such 
cases,  said,  "  I  have  often,  in  this  way,  gotten  more  than  ten  times 
the  worth  of  the  spirits  which  I  furnished."  Horse- jockeys,  gam- 
blers, thieves,  highway-robbers,  and  murderers  often  furnish  Alco- 
hol for  this  purpose.  Men  are  now  carrying  it  in  great  quantities, 
to  different  parts  of  our  country,  to  the  Indians  on  our  borders,  and 
to  various  portions  of  the  heathen  world,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  deceiving  those  who  drink  it,  and  tlius  by  deception  and  fraud, 
obtaining  their  money.  Such  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  men 
drink  it,  and  why  they  furnish  it,  to  be  drunk  by  others.  The 
one  class  experience  a  temporary  pleasure,  or  a  seeming  increase 
of  some  desirable  thing,  and  the  other  class  obtain,  or  hope  to 
obtain,  more  money.  But  both  the  money  and  the  pleasure,  or 
other  supposed  benefits,  are,  in  these  cases,  obtained  by  "k  viola- 
tion of  the  laics  and  toill  of  God;  and  although  real,  and  thus 
operate  as  motives,  are  nevertheless  forbidden^  and  of  course 
must  be  hurtful,  and  short. 

Let  us  now  look  a  moment  at  some  of  the  reasons  why  men 
who  begin  to  drink  Alcohol,  not  only  continue  to  drink  it,  but 
continue  also  to  increase  the  quantity. 

The  system,  by  this  poison,  having  been  over-excited,  becomes 
deranged;  and  having  been  over-worked,  without  any  new  strength 
communicated,  it  is  of  course  weakened,  and  therefore  soon  flags; 


i 


6  AMERICAN   TEMPERANCE    SOCIETT.  [462 

becomes  tired,  and  is  exhausted.     Now,  according   to  another 
fundamental  law,  there  is  pain,  languor,  and  ioexpressible  uneasi* 
ness  spread  through  the  system,  as  sutfering  nature,  under  the  awfiil 
abuse  which  has  been  practised  upon  her,  cries  out  for  help.    A 
man  cannot  thus  chafe,  irritate  and  exliaust  his  system,  and  not 
afterwards  feel  uneasiness,  any  more  than  he  can  put  his  hand  into 
tile  fire,  and  not  feel  pain.     He  violates  a  law  established  by  God; 
and  must  6nd  the  way  of  transgressors  to  be  hard.     Hence  arise 
two  motives  to  drink  again.     One  is,  to  obtain  the  past  pleasure, 
and  the  other  is,  to  remove  the  present  pain.     But  as  the  system 
is  unstrung  and  partly  worn  out,  and  is  also  lower  down  thao  it 
was  before,  the  same  quantity  will  not,  the  next  time,  raise  it  up 
80  high;  nor  cause  the  wearied  organs  to  move  so  briskly.     Of 
course  it  will  not  fully  answer  the  purpose;  will  not  give  so  much 
present  pleasure,  or  produce  so  much  effect,  as  before.     Hence 
the  motive  to  increase  the  quandty;  and  for  the  same  reason,  in 
future,  to  increase  it  more,  and  still  more.     As  every  repetition 
increases  the  difficulty,  and  also  throws  new  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  its  removal,  the  teniptaUon  to  increase  the  quantity,  grows 
stronger  and  stronger.     The  natural  life  of  the  system  constandj 
diminishes,  and  of  course  in  order  to  seem  to  live,  what  there  b, 
must  be  more  and  more  highly  roused,  till,  in  one  half,  one  quar- 
ter, or  one  eighth  of  the  proper  time,  the  whole  is  exhausted,  and 
the  man  sinks  prematurely  to  the  grave. 

There  is  another  principle  which  tends  also  strongly  to  the 
same  result.  The  more  any  man  partakes  of  this  unnatural,  for- 
bidden, and  guilty  pleasure,  which  Alcohol  occasions,  the  le^ 
susceptible  he  becomes  of  the  natural  and  innocent  pleasiu^s,  oc- 
casioned hy  the  use  of  nourishing  food  and  drink;  by  the  view 
and  contemplation  of  the  works  of  creation  and  Providence;  by 
the  exercise  of  the  social  affections,  and  the  discharge  of  the  va- 
rious duties  of  life.  It  disinclines  the  mind  to  look  at  God,  and 
incapacitates  it,  not  only  for  tlie  spiritual,  but  also  for  the  nat- 
ural pleasures,  which  his  works  and  ways  are  adapted  to  afford. 
Hence  a  person  under  its  power  becomes  more  and  more  desti- 
tute of  all  enjoyment,  except  that  of  this  mocker.  Like  Phara- 
oh's lean  kind,  it  devours  all  other  kinds;  and  as  to  enjoyment, 
becomes  to  the  man,  more  and  more,  all  in  all.  And  however 
much  he  may  have,  he  remains  still  unsatisfied ;  nor  is  his  leanness 
or  craving  abated.  And  while  its  immediate  influence  become  to 
him  more  and  more  his  only  enjoyment,  the  absence  of  that,  and 
the  experience  of  its  ultimate  effects,  becomes  increasingly  the 
siun  and  substance  of  his  woes.  And  thus,  by  the  allurement  of 
his  sole  pleasure  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  the  terrors  of  awfiil  wretch- 
edness on  the  other,  he  is  urged  on  to  death.  Of  all  the  expe- 
dients which  Satan  has  ever  devised  to  increase  the  descent  and 
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velocity  of  a  man,  on  his  course  toward  perdition,  and  augment 
the  difficulty  of  bis  return,  the  drinking  of  Alcohol  is  among  the 
chief.  And  though  the  taking  it,  may  seem  right  unto  a  man, 
who  is  under  its  power,  "the  end  thereof  is  the  way  of  death.** 

From  the  above,  it  is  evident,  that  the  deranged  and  exhausted 
state  of  the  system,  from  which  the  uneasiness,  when  not  under 
the  excitement  of  Alcohol,  springs ,  and  which  causes  the  hanker- 
ing or  thirst  after  the  poison,  is  not  a  natural  state;  nor  is  that 
appetite  a  natural  appetite.  God  never  gave  it,  nor  is  it  the  fruit 
of  obedience  to  him;  but  it  is  always  formed,  by  a  violation  of  his 
laws.  Hence  another  reason,  why  this  course,  like  every  other 
course  of  sinning,  is  downward;  and  the  farther  a  man  proceeds 
in  it  the  steeper  it  becomes,  the  swifter  his  progress,  and  the  more 
difficult  his  return.  It  is  the  way  of  disobedience  to  God;  of 
course  the  way  of  death.  Such  are  some  of  the  reasons  why 
men  who  begin  to  drink  Alcohol,  and  receive  from  it  nothing  but 
injury,  nevertheless,  not  only  continue  to  drink  it,  but  to  drink  it 
in  greater  and  greater  quantity. 

Let  us  now  consider  how  it  causes  death.  Alcohol  is  a  sub- 
stance which  is  in  its  nature  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  nutrition. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  animal  economy  to  decompose  it, 
and  change  it  into  blood,  or  flesh,  or  bones,  or  any  thing  by  which 
the  human  body  is,  or  can  be  nourished,  strengthened,  and  sup- 
ported. When  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  is  sucked  up  by  absorb- 
ent vessels,  and  carried  into  the  blood;  and  with  that  is  circulated 
through  the  whole  system,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  is  then  thrown 
off  again.  But  it  is  Alcohol  when  taken,  it  is  Alcohol  in  the 
stomach,  it  is  Alcohol  in  the  arteries,  and  veins,  and  heart,  and 
lungs,  and  brain,  and  among  all  the  nerves,  and  tissues,  and  fibres 
of  the  whole  body,  and  it  is  Alcohol,  when,  after  having  pervaded 
and  passed  through  the  whole  system,  it  is  thrown  off  again.  Give 
it  even  to  a  dog,  and  take  the  blood  from  his  foot,  and  distil  it,  and 
you  have  Alcohol,  the  same  which  the  dog  drank.  No,  not  that 
which  he  drank;  for  a  dog  knows  too  much  to  drink  it;  the  same 
which,  in  opposition  to  his  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  or  the 
instinctive  sense  which  God  gave  him,  and  drunkenness  had  not 
perverted,  you  forced  upon  him.  Not  even  the  sense  of  a  dog 
will  permit  him  to  take  it,  nor  can  the  powerful  stomach  of  a  dog 
digest  it.  Much  less  can  that  of  a  man.  Take  the  blood  from 
the  arm,  the  foot,  or  the  head,  of  the  man  who  drinks  it,  and  distil 
that  blood,  and  you  have  Alcohol.  You  may  take  it  from  the  brain, 
strong  enough,  on  the  application  of  fire,  in  an  instant  to  blaze. 
(See  Permanent  Temperance  Documents,  p.  202.)  Not  a  blood 
vessel  however  minute,  not  a  thread  of  the  smallest  nerve  in  the 
whole  animal  machinery,  escapes  its  influence.  It  enters  the 
organs  of  the  nursins;  mother,  which  prepare  the  delicate  food  for 
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the  sustenence  and  growth  of  her  child.     It  is  taken  into  the  cir* 
culations  aiid  passes  through  the  wliole  system  of  the  child ;  haviog 
through  its  whole  course  produced  not  only  on  the  mother,  hut 
also  on  the  child,  the  appropriate  effects  of  the  drunkard's  poison. 
This  is  a  reason,  why,  after  the  mother  has   taken  it,  the  babe 
although  before  restless,  sleeps  all  niglit  like  a  drunkard;  and  a 
reason  also,  why  such  children,  if  they  live,  often  have  an  appetite 
for  spirit,  and  are  so  much  more  likely,  than  other  children,  to 
become  drunkai'ds.    This  is  a  reason,  also,  why,  when  the  parents 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  freely  taking  it,  their  children  are  so 
much  smaller,  and  less  healthy  than  other  children;  have  less  keen- 
ness and  strength  of  eye-sight;  firmness  of  nerve,  or  ability  of 
body  and  mind  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  disease,  and  the  vicis- 
siiudcs  of  climates,  and  seasons;  and  also  a  reason  why  they  ha?e 
less  inclination  and  less  talent  for  great  bodily,  and  mental  achieve 
ments.  By  the  operation  of  laws,  which  no  man  can  repeal,  or 
withstand,  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  are  thus   naturally  visited 
upon  the  children,  from  generation  to  generation. 

Nor  is  the  increased  liability  to  drunkenness,  or  diminution  of 
size,  and  strenirth  of  body  and  mind,  the  only  evils.  There  is  also 
a  greatly  increased  liability  to  insanity,  and  various  other  disease. 
The  records  of  insanity  throughout  the  world  show  that  Alcohol 
has  been,  in  all  countries  where  it  has  been  used,  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  this  disease.  It  penetrates,  pervades,  and  hardens  the 
br..*n.  (See  Permanent  Temperance  Documents,  p.  64,  69, 
20i,  &c.)  Tiie  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  a  great  number 
and  variety  of  other  formidable  and  fatal  diseases.  (See  Do. 
p.  203,  405.)  From  the  fact  that  it  is  not  suitable,  as  an  article 
of  diet,  it  follows  of  course  that  it  must  be  hurtful,  and  that  it  is 
wicked  to  drink  it,  or  to  furnish  it  to  be  drunk  by  others.  All  the 
organs  of  rile  body,  have  as  much  labor  to  perform,  as  is  consistent 
with  permanently  healthful  action,  when  they  have  nothing  to  dis- 
pose of,  but  suitable  food  and  drink.  God  designed  that  they 
should  all  in  that  case  be  diligent  in  business;  and  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  luiman  body,  he  has  given  them  as  much  work  as  they 
can  perform  in  the  proper  disposal  of  suitable  diet,  and  yet  remain 
pernianenily  healthy,  and  preserve  life  to  the  longest  time.  And 
if  you  withhold  from  them  a  suitable  portion  of  that  which  b 
noiu-ishing,  and  thus  lessen  their  strength,  or  load  them  with  that 
which  is  not  nourishing,  and  thus  increase  their  labor,  you  neces- 
sarily produce  premature  decay  and  death. 

In  the  taking  of  Alcohol,  you  do  both  of  these.  You  ultimate- 
ly lessen  the  nourishment,  and  you  increase  the  labor  of  the 
system.  Nor  is  this  all;  but,  by  this  poison,  you  deteriorate  the 
quality  of  the  nourishment  which  die  system  does  recewe.  Amidst 
the  bustle,  excitement,  and  irritation,  which  Alcohol  occasicuis, 
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the  organs  cannot  furnish  nourishment,  pure  and  healtUiil  as  thej 
otherwise  would.  And  thus  by  a  threefold  process,  you  work  out 
destruction. 

Were  the  human  body  transparent  and  the  operations  of  its 
organs  in  sustaining  life,  visible,  every  man  might  see  that  nature 
itself,  or  rather,  God  by  the  operations  of  his  providence  in  sus- 
taining life,  teaches  that  the  drinking  of  Alcohol  is  wicked,  and 
cannot  be  continued  by  a  man  without  hastening  his  death. 

The  receptacle  for  food  is  the  stomach  and  intestines.  From 
these  after  being  changed,  first  into  chyme,  and  then  into  chyle,  it 
is  taken  up  by  absorbent  vessels  and  carried  into  the  blood,  and 
conveyed  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  From  that  it  is  sent  to 
the  lungs;  and  by  coming  into  contact  with  the  air,  and  taking  out 
of  it,  what  it  needs,  in  order,  with  what  it  has,  to  noiu'ish  the 
body,  it  is  sent  back  again  to  ;he  left  side  of  the  heart.  From 
that,  it  is  sent  in  arteries,  or  tubes,  which  God  has  prepared,  for 
that  purpose  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  for  the  purpose  pf  carrying 
the  nourishment  which  it  contains,  and  which  each  part  needs  to 
its  proper  place.  Along  on  the  lines  of  these  tubes,  or  canals, 
through  which  the  blood,  with  its  treasure  flows,  God  has  provid- 
ed a  vast  multitude  of  little  organs,  or  waiters,  whose  office  is, 
each  one  to  take  out  of  the  blood,  as  it  comes  along,  that  kind 
and  quantity  of  nourishment  which  it  needs  for  its  own  support, 
and  also  for  the  support  of  that  part  of  the  body  which  is  com- 
mitted to  its  care.  And  although  exceedingly  minute  and  delicate, 
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator,  with  the  wonderful  power  of 
doing  this,  and  also  of  abstaining  from,  or  expelling  and  throwing 
back  into  the  common  mass,  what  is  unsuitable,  or  what  they  do 
not  want,  to  be  carried  to  some  other  place,  where  it  may  be  need- 
ed; or  if  it  is  not  needed  any  where,  and  is  good  for  nothing,  to 
be  thrown  out  of  the  body  as  a  nuisance.  And  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  they  are  endowed  with  a  power  of  doing  this,  with  a  pre- 
cision, and  an  accuracy,  and  a  perpetuity  also,  which  led  God 
himself  to  say  of  them,  "very  good.*'  And  had  they  not  been 
deranged  by  sin,  they  might,  as  a  demonstration  of  the  truth  of 
his  declaration,  have  operated,  like  their  Author,  in  perfection, 
untired,  for  ever. 

For  instance,  the  organs  placed  at  the  end  of  the  fingers,  when 
the  blood  comes  there,  take  out  of  it  what  they  need  for  their  sup- 
port, and  also  what  is  needed  to  make  finger  nails;  while  they  will 
cautiously  abstain  from,  or  repel  that  which  will  only  make  hair, 
and  let  it  go  on  to  the  head.  And  the  organs  on  the  head,  care- 
fully take  out  that  which  they  need  for  their  support,  and  also 
that  which  will  make  hair,  or,  in  common  language,  cause  it  to 
grow.  While  they  will  cautiously  abstain  from  taking  that  which 
b  good  for  nothing,  except  to  make  eye-balb;  and  let  it  go  to  the 
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eyes,  and  wiU  even  help  it  on.  And  the  oi^pnR,  about  the  eye 
will  take  that  and  work  it  up  into  eyes,  or  cause  them  to  grow. 
And  so  throughout  the  whole.  And  there  is,  among  all  the 
millions  and  niillions  of  these  workers,  day  and  night,  all  dili- 
gent in  business,  or  rather  had  they  not  been  invaded  and  assault* 
ed  by  sin,  or  something  like  it,  there  would  have  been,  the  most 
entire  and  everlasting  harmony.  And  there  is  also  the  most  deli- 
cate and  wonderful  sympathy.  If  one  member  suffer,  all  the 
members  instinctively  sufler  with  it;  and  if  one  member  rejoices, 
all  the  members  rejoice  with  it. 

And  when  the  blood  has  gotten  out  to  the  extremities  and  been 
to  all  parts  of  the  system  and  left  its  treasures  along  on  the  way,  as 
they  were  needed,  for,  freely  it  lias  received  and  freely  it  ^^, 
then  there  is  another  set  of  tubes,  or  channels  which  God  has 
opened  and  prepared  to  take  the  blood,  and  with  it,  what  was  not 
needed,  or  was  good  for  nothing,  or  had  been  used  till  it  was  worn 
out,  back  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  From  this  it  is  sect 
af!:ain  with  its  load  to  the  lungs  for  the  purpose,  by  expiration,  of 
throwing  ofi*what  is  not  needed,  and  what,  if  retained,  would  only 
be  a  burden  and  do  mischief ;  and  also,  by  inspiration,  of  takii^ 
in  a  new  store,  and  setting  out  again  on  its  journey  round  the  sys- 
tem. And  to  give  it  good  speed,  the  heart,  like  a  steam-engioe, 
worked,  not  by  fires  which  men  can  kindle,  but  by  the  breath  of 
the  Almighty,  keeps  constantly  moving,  day  and  night,  summer 
and  winter,  through  storms  and  sunshines,  sickness  and  health,  till 
it  has  landed  the  immortal  passenger,  according  to  his  conduct 
on  the  voyage,  in  an  eternal  heaven,  or  hell. 

Then  there  is  another  set  of  organs,  too  minute,  and  too  nu- 
merous for  any  man  to  number,  whose  office  is,  to  take  up  re- 
fuse matter,  and  which  if  retained  would  be  hurtful,  and  throw  it 
without  the  body.  What  other  organs  reject,  and  thus  show  to 
be  a  nuisance,  these  organs  seize  upon  ;  and  in  the  least  possible 
time,  expel  from  the  system.  By  doing  this,  they  prevent  sick- 
ness and  death. 

From  the  manner  in  which  these  various  organs,  guided,  in 
a  healthy  state,  by  the  instinctive  power  of  their  Autlior,  treat 
any  substances  which  are  taken  into  the  system,  and  also  from  the 
manner  in  which,  as  they  do  their  office,  these  substances  treat 
them,  and  through  them  the  rest  of  die  body,  we  may  learn  the 
nature  of  those  substances,  and  also  the  will  of  God  with  regard 
to  the  use  of  them.  This  is  the  way  in  which  nature,  or  to 
speak  more  properly,  God,  by  his  providence,  gives  instructioD, 
and  makes  known  his  will. 

What  then  is  the  manner  in  which  these  various  organs,  guided 
by  God,  treat  Alcohol.^  First  with  regard  to  those  organs  whose 
business  is,  to  select  and  deposit  in  proper  places,  a  suitable 
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kind  and  quantity  of  nourishment,  for  the  growth  and  support  of 
the  system;  how  do  they  treat  Alcohol?  Do  they  take  it  up,  and 
use  it,  for  the  purpose  of  making  flesh,  or  bones,  or  any  thing 
by  which  the  body  is  nourished,  beauti6ed,  and  supported?  No; 
they  all  with  one  consent  instinctively,  and  instantly  reject  it.  It 
goes  to  one  class,  and  they  reject  it;  to  another,  and  they  reject 
it;  and  then  to  another,  and  another,  and  so  on,  but  they  all  reject 
it;  and  will  not,  if  they  can  prevent  it,  suffer  it  even  to  stop.  No 
one  will  embrace  it,  or  look  at  it  as  a  friend ;  but  all  view  it  as  an 
enemy,  and  treat  its  coming  as  a  hostile  invasion.  Nor  do  they 
merely  let  it  alone,  but  they  fight  against  it.  This  increases  their 
labor,  and  they  soon  languish.  Nor  does  this  enemy  let  them  alone, 
or  merely  fail  to  benefit  them.  It  fights  against  them,  and  thus 
draws  them  off  from  their  proper  work,  or  goads  them  on  unmer- 
cifully, till  they  become  frantic.  Having  to  labor  amidst  the  fire 
and  the  fumes  of  an  irritating  and  poisonous  enemy,  the  organs  be- 
come themselves  irritated  and  chaled;  their  sensibilites  are  blunted, 
and  lliey  do  their  work  badly.  Then  the  parts  of  the  system  which 
are  dependent  on  those  organs,  and  suffer,  through  their  derange- 
ment, begin  to  complain  of  those  organs,  and  they,  provoked, 
retort  back  again.  The  harmony  is  destroyed;  the  kindness  of 
the  system  annihilated,  confusion  ensues,  and  every  evil  work.  In 
their  frenzy  they  bite  and  devour  one  another,  and  are  thus  con- 
sumed one  of  another.  While  the  common  enemy,  is  chased  on 
from  organ  to  organ,  marking  his  course  with  irregularity  of  action', 
and  disturbance  of  function,  and  if  he  cannot  be  expelled,  will 
produce  certain  death.  And  how  is  it  with  the  other  kind  of 
organs,  that  mighty  host,  whose  business  is,  to  watch  for  enemies, 
and  drive  them  out — to  clear  off  nuisances,  and  expel  poison. 
How  do  they  treat  Alcohol?  Do  they  let  it  alone,  and  suffer  it 
to  remain?  No,  they  would  be  traitors,  should  they  do  that.  But 
they  are  not  traitors,  nor  cowards. — They  seize  upon  it,  and  as 
speedily,  and  thoroughly  as  possible  exclude  it.  And  if  another 
recruit  comes  along,  they  treat  that  in  the  same  way,  and  another, 
and  another.  It  is  a  war  of  extermination ;  to  continue,  if  the 
enemy  continues  to  invade,  as  long  as  life  lasts.  But  mark,  this 
is  all  so  much  extra  labor  ;  and  labor  too,  of  a  most  disagreeable 
and  exhausting  kind,  with  a  subtle  and  deadly  foe,  and  in  a  pecu- 
liarly poisonous  atmosphere,  which  that  foe  creates.  And  yet  they 
had  as  much  work  as  they  could  possibly  do,  consistently  with 
permanendy  healthful  action,  to  cope  with  only  natural  and  com- 
mon enemies.  And  when  this  artificial  one  comes,  they  are  soon 
crippled,  and  exhausted;  they  cease  to  operate;  or  they  do  their 
ordinary  w^ork,  badly.  Their  food  becomes  unwholesome,  and 
they  grow  sickly.  Their  recuits  fail,  enemies  multiply,  and  take 
strong  holds,  and  keep  possession;  the  territory  is  more  and 
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aiore  invaded,  till  the  whole  is  conquered,  and  death  and  destructioo 
triumph  over  all.  And  this  destruction  is  often  accooiplisbed,  ten, 
twenty,  and  sometimes  fifty  years  sooner  than  even  sin  or  &itan, 
without  Alcohol,  would  accomplish  it.  And  the  poor  soul  b  not 
permitted  to  stay  out  its  probauon  on  earth,  by  half  a  century. 

Facts  justify  the  conclusion,  that  Alcohol  has  within  the  hst 
thirty  years,  cut  off,  in  the  United  States  more  than  thirty  million 
years  of  human  probation,  and  ushered  more  than  a  nullion  of 
souls,  uncalled,  and  in  violation  of  the  command,  ^^  thou  shalt  not 
kill,"  into  the  presence  of  their  Maker.  (See  Permanent  Doc- 
uments Am.  Temp.  Soc.  pp.  28,  203,  206,  405,  tc.) 

The  process  by  which  this  is  done,  is  simple,  and  certain.  AD 
the  organs  of  the  human  body  have  as  much  work  to  do,  as  b 
consistent  with  permanently  healthful  action,  and  with  the  long^ 
continuance  of  human  life,  when  men  take  nothing  but  suitable 
food  and  drink.  And  if,  in  addition  to  this,  you  take  Alcohol, 
and  thus  throw  upon  them  the  additional  labor  of  rejecting  and 
throwing  off  the  poison,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  by  the  taking 
of  it  you  certainly  will,  weaken  and  exhaust  their  energies,  jou 
necessarily  shorten  their  duration,  and  commit  suicide  as  r^llj 
as  if  you  did  it  with  arsenic,  a  pistol,  or  a  halter.  It  also  greitlj 
increases  the  violence  of  diseases  which  arise  from  other  causes, 
and  often  produces  death,  in  cases  in  which,  had  not  Alcohol  been 
used,  a  cure  mieht  have  been  easily  and  speedily  ejected. 

Nor  is  this  all.  There  is  another  set  of  organs,  whose  office, 
is,  to  furnish  sensibility  to  the  human  system.  For  this  purpose 
they  are  spread  over  the  surface  of  the  whole  body,  and  in  such 
vast  numbers  and  variety,  diat  you  cannot  stick  into  tlie  skin,  the 
point  even  of  the  finest  needle,  and  not  strike  some  of  them,  and 
thus  occasion  pain.  They  seem  to  form  the  Unk  between  tbe 
body  and  the  mind,  and  to  be  the  medium  through  which  each 
reciprocally,  and  instantly  acts  upon  the  other.  Of  course  what- 
ever affects  them,  affects  not  only  the  body  but  also  the  soul,  and 
the  influence  which  one  has  upon  the  other. 

Their  seat  is  the  brain.  From  this  they  derive  excitement,  and 
power  to  communicate  it  to  all  parts  of  the  system.  And  in  or- 
der to  furnish  this  excitement,  die  brain  must  itself  be  excited. 
And  what  it  needs  for  this  purpose,  is  that,  and  that  only,  which 
is  fumbhed  by  arterial  blood,  when  men  take  nothing  but  suita- 
ble food,  and  drink,  exercise,  rest,  and  sleep.  For  this  excite- 
ment it  eagerly  waits,  and  this  it  Joyfully  receives;  and  cheerfully, 
with  the  rapidity  almost  of  lightning,  communicates  to  every 
part,  spreadmg  a  glow  of  animation,  and  making  even  existence, 
especially  amidst  the  exuberance  of  divine  kindness,  a  source  of 
constant  and  exquisite  delight.  But  as  it  stands  waiting  to  receive, 
and  instantly  and  joyfully  to  communicate,  the  bread  and  the 
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nnlk  of  Heaven,  you  throw  in  Alcohol,  and  thus  instead  of  bread, 
give  it  serpents  ;  instead  of  milk,  scorpions  ;  and  tliey  go  hissin^^ 
and  darting  their  serpent,  scorpion-like  influence  through  the  whole 
man ;  body  and  soul ;  turning  husbands  into  demons,  and  fathers 
into  fiends  ;  causing  them,  as  it  were,  to  be  born  of  the  devil,  and 
regenerated  for  damnation.  (See  Per.  Temp.  Documents,  p. 
140,  142,  &c.) 

Did  it  destroy  only  the  body,  the  evil  would  be  comparatively 
nothing,  but  the  seat  of  its  mischief,  is  the  soul.  It  cuts  off  its 
probation.  And  tiiis,  if  done  wittingly,  mvolves  the  soul  in  tre- 
mendous guilt.  Nor  does  it  merely  shorten  its  probation.  It 
enfeebles  its  powers,  corrupts  its  character,  and  aggravates  all  its 
moral  diseases.  It  also  tends  to  counteract  all  the  means  of  divine 
appointment  for  their  removal,  and  thus  to  fix  the  soul  in  perma- 
nent, unending  death.  Not  that  it  tends  to  annihilate  its  existence; 
but  it  tends  to  annihilate  its  excellence  ;  to  annihilate  its  blessed- 
ness, to  annihilate  its  hopes  ;  to  fix  it  in  a  state  of  unutterable  and 
eternal  anguish ;  and  make  endless  existence,  an  endless  curse ; 
and  bring  upon  the  soul,  in  the  language  of  the  Bible,  ^^tbe 
second  death." 

This  it  does  in  two  ways,  by  increasing  the  wickedness  of  the 
soul,  and  by  preventing  its  removal.  In  proof  of  its  increasing 
the  wickedness  of  the  soul,  we  have  only  to  advert  to  the  fact, 
that  vastly  more  who  drink  it,  in  proportion  to  the  number,  be- 
come drunkards,  than  of  those  who  do  not  drink  it ;  and  thus  form 
a  character,  which  God  declares  shall  not  inherit  his  kingdom. 
Vastly  more,  also,  neglect  known  duties,  and  commit  known  sins, 
and  crimes,  of  the  one  class,  than  of  the  other.  (See  Permanent 
Temp.  Documents,  pp.  41,  42,  200,  289,  397,  &c.) 

In  Seneca  County,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  containing  in 
1834,  3,651  families,  and  20,868  individuals,  768  persons  who 
drank^  it,  were  drunkards  ;  thus  carrying  the  mark,  should  they 
continue  in  that  course,  of  death  eternal  on  their  foreheads.  In 
seven  towns  in  Yates  County,  in  the  same  State,  containing  3,332 
families,  there  were  694  drunkards  ;  and  in  five  towns  in  Ca3ruga 
County,  containing  1,254  families,  there  were  242  drunkards, 
about  one  to  twenty  three  of  the  population.  While  in  all  these 
counties,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  State,  of  those  who 
did  not  drink  it,  scarcely  a  drunkard,  comparatively,  could  be 
found. 

Nor  is  it  known,  that,  in  those  counties.  Alcohol  has  been  more 
injurious,  in  this  respect,  than  it  has,  upon  an  average,  throughout 
the  country.  And  if  it  has  not,  we  have  in  the  United  States, 
more  than  500,000  drimkards  ;  all  made  such,  by  Alcohol.  And 
we  have,  also,  2,000,000  more,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  using  it ; 
and  are  thus  exposed  to  form  the  drunkard's  character;  and  become 
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partakers  forever  of  the  drunkards  woes.  While  all  who  do  doC 
use  it,  will,  continuing  this  course,  from  all  such  dangers  be  for- 
ever safe. 

In  proof  that  it  leads  men  to  neglect  known  duty,  we  need  only 
advert  to  the  fact  that  more  than  three-fourths  of  all,  in  the  United 
States,  who,  by  such  neglect,  have  been  reduced  to  poverty,  and 
thrown  upon  the  charity  of  the  public  for  support,  have  been 
brought  to  that  condition,  by  the  use  of  it.  (See  Perm.  Temp. 
Documents,  pp.  398,  399,  &c.) 

G.  W.  Welch,  Esq.  Superintendent  of  the  Almshouse  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.  stales,  that  there  were,  in  1833,  received  into  the 
Almshouse,  634  persons  ;  viz.  not  intemperate,  I ;  doubtful,  17; 
intemperate  616.  There  were  also  in  the  house,  on  the  first  of 
January,  297;  making  in  all,  931.  One  half  that  proportion, 
throughout  the  United  States,  would  make  more  than  200,000. 

Mr.  Guion,  clerk  of  the  Almshouse  in  New  York,  states,  that 
in  addition  to  5,179  persons  supported  in  the  Almshouse  in  that 
city,  there  were  relieved  and  supported  out  of  the  Almshouse, 
19,150  ;  making  in  all,  in  that  city,  relieved  or  supported,  24,329 ; 
and  that  three-fourdis  of  this  was  occasioned  by  intemperance. 
One-fourth  of  that  proportion,  throughout  the  United  States, 
would  make  more  than  300,000  ;  four-fifths  of  whose  pauperism, 
is  occasioned  by  Alcohol. 

Mr.  Stone,  Superintendent  for  8  years,  of  the  Almshouse  b 
Boston  says,  "  I  am  of  opinion  tliat  seven-eighths  of  the  pauper- 
ism in  this  house,  is  to  be  attributed  to  intemperance." 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Almshouse  in  Philadelphia  state?, 
that  the  expense  of  supporting  paupers  in  that  institution,  in  1833, 
was  $130,000  :  and  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  amount  was  occa- 
sioned by  intemperance. 

And  in  proof  that  it  leads  men  to  commit  crimes,  we  need  only 
advert  to  the  fact,  that  more  than  four-fifths  of  those  who  commit 
them,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  under  its  influence.  (See 
Permanent  Temperance  Documents,  pp.  401,  402,  &c.) 

In  the  State  of  New  York  there  were,  in  1833,  9,849  persons 
in  jail.  An  equal  number,  in  proportion  to  die  population,  would 
make  in  the  United  Stales,  about  70,000.  'Nearly  the  whole  of 
them  drank  habitually  of  this  poison,  and  a  great  majority  of  them, 
more  or  less  often,  even  to  drunkenness.  While  from  the  small- 
ness  of  die  number,  in  any  jail,  who  never  drank  it,  or  who  had 
not  done  it  for  two  years,  previous  to  their  commitments,  it  would 
!feem,  that  were  it  not  for  this,  jails  would  be  comparatively  need- 
less. 

J.  0.  Cole,  Esq.  Police  Justice  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  states,  that 
2,500  persons  came  under  his  cognizance  in  a  year,  and  that  96 
in  a  hundred  of  the  offences,  were  occasioned  by  intemperance. 
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Mr.  Badlam,  who  was  long  Master  of  the  House  of  Correction 
in  Boston,  says  of  its  inmates;  ^^three-fourths  were  habitual 
drunkards,  and  the  remainder  mostly  intemperate." 

Mr.  Robbins,  Assistant  Master  says,  of  5,611  persons,  who 
were  there  confined,  "  with  very  slight  exceptions,  all  were  in- 
temperate." 

In  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Bristol,  and  Barnstable,  constitut* 
ing  what  is  called  the  '^  Old  Colony,"  and  containing  a  population 
of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  inhabitants^  no  licenses 
have  been  granted  for  tlie  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  for  the  last  three 
years.  The  proliibition  has  generally  been  rigidly  enforced,  par- 
ticularly in  New  Bedford,  Plymouth,  and  other  large  towns,  where 
the  sea-faring  population,  and  others  who  are  most  subject  to  the 
evil  consequences  of  the  unrestrained  traffic  in  that  pernicious 
article,  chiefly  congregate.  So  well  satisfied  have  the  people  of 
those  counties  been  with  the  result  of  the  experiment,  that  public 
sentiment  in  its  favor  has  gained  great  strength  under  its  operation; 
and  at  the  recent  election  for  county  commissioners,  full  boards 
were  chosen  who  were  avowedly  opposed  to  the  granting  of 
licenses. 

At  the  recent  session  of  the  courts  in  these  counties,  after  a 
vacation  of  three  months  in  one,  four  in  another,  and  seven  in  the 
other,  tliere  were  biU  two  indictments  in  the  whole  of  them^  and 
each  of  these  was  for  a  petty  larceny,  of  less  than  $10  in  amount ! 
and  not  a  single  indictment  has  been  found  for  any  aggravated 
offence. — (Worcester  Spy,) 

And  among  all  the  multitudes  of  idle  and  vicious  persons  who 
go  at  large,  Sabbath  breakers,  gamblers,  thieves,  highway  robbers, 
and  murderers,  few,  comparatively  very  few,  can  be  found,  who 
do  not  habitually  use  it.  It  is  the  grand  instigator,  and  chosen 
companion  of  vice  in  every  form  ;  and  is  thus,  by  its  fruits, 
proved  to  be  a  mighty  agent  in  working  out  human  perdiuon. 

Nor  is  this  effected  merely  by  the  increase  of  human  wicked- 
ness ;  but  also,  to  a  great  extent,  by  withstanding  and  preventing 
the  efficacy  of  all  means  and  efforts  for  its  removal.  In  proof  oi 
this,  we  need  only  look  at  the  fact,  which  is  now  abundantly  es- 
tablished, that  more  than  five  times  as  many,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  those  who  do  not  drink  it,  become  apparently,  in  the 
language  of  inspiration,  ^'  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  escape 
the  corruptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  lusts,"  than  of  those 
who  do.  And  it  is  well  nigh  being  setded  by  facts,  that  where 
the  nature  of  Alcohol  is  understood,  no  person,  who  continues 
habitually  to  use  it,  as  a  drink,  can  rationally  be  expected,  even 
under  all  the  means  of  grace,  to  be  converted  to  God.  (See 
Per.  Tem.  Doc,  pp.  99,  148,  &c.)  Whatever  may  be  the  pres- 
ent appearance,  if  men  continue  habitually  to  drink  it,  their 
2*  3 
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is  comparatively  hopeless.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  use  of 
rt  is  abandoned,  and  the  means  of  grace  enjoyed,  the  prospect  of 
their  saving  efficacy,  is  increased  four-fold.  (See  Perm.  Temp. 
Documents,  p.  242,  &c.) 

A  gentleman  from  Tennessee  writes,  that  the  formation  of  a 
Temperance  Society  in  his  vicinity,  was  followed  by  such  a  revi- 
val of  religion,  as  in  those  parts  was  never  before  known.  That 
in  numerous  other  places  where  Temperance  Societies  were 
formed,  they  were  followed  by  the  same  glorious  resuHs  ;  and  that 
in  a  compass  of  about  three  miles,  as  the  result  apparently  of  the 
temperance  reformation,  more  than  three  hundred  persons  were 
hopefully  added  to  the  Lord.  And  so  generally  has  it  been  fol- 
lowed by  such  results,  that  it  is  spoken  of  in  various  countries, 
and  even  on  opposite  sides  of  the  globe,  as  *' John  the  Baptist," 
preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord.  (See  Per.  Temp.  Documents, 
p.  374,  &c.) 

Whether  the  reason  of  this  can  be  philosophically  and  satisfac- 
torily explained,  or  not,  the  fact  is  settled  that  intoxicating  liquor, 
tends  from  beginning  to  end,  to  increase  human  wickedness,  and 
also  to  render  that  wickedness  permanent.  The  men,  tlierefore, 
who  make  it,  and  the  men  who  furnish  it,  to  be  used  as  a  drink, 
are  by  their  whole  influence  in  doing  this,  increasing  the  vices  and 
augmenting  the  woes  of  mankind.  And  though  some  of  them 
profess  to  be  friends  of  temperance,  and  to  wish  to  have  it  prevail 
and  become  universal,  they  are  taking  the  very  course  for  ever  to 
prevent  it.  As  well  might  a  wholesale  dealer  in  counterfeit  money, 
profess  that  he  wishes  to  have  none  but  the  true  coin  circulate,  as 
for  a  man  to  profess  that  he  wishes  to  have  temperance  prevail, 
who  continues  to  furnish  the  most  powerful  means  of  counteract- 
ing it ;  and  also  of  promoting  the  intemperance  which  he  professes 
to  wish  to  have  cease. 

Alcohol  so  afTects  the  understanding  that  moral  considerations 
are  less  clearly  perceived;  and  it  so  affects  the  heart,  that  moral 
obligation  is  less  powerfully  felt. — It  causes  the  conscience  to 
lie  more  dormant,  and  the  imagination  to  be  more  extensively  and 
deeply  polluted,  and  polluting.  It  corrupts  the  very  source  and 
springs  of  moral  action,  and  brings  a  man  peculiarly  in  all  respects, 
under  the  power  of  the  devil.  Mental  iniquity,  from  which  the 
mind,  when  not  poisoned,  instinctively  recoils,  becomes,  when  it 
is,  the  element  of  its  delicious  revel;  and  crimes  from  the  thought 
of  which  it  before  started  back  with  abhorrence,  it  now  commits 
with  greediness.  And  so  perfectly  is  this  known,  that,  by  the 
agents  of  him,  who  was  from  the  beginning  "  a  murderer,"  it  is 
furnished  for  this  very  purpose. 

A  young  man  in  Ireland  committed  a  murder,  in  March,  1833. 
He  was  afterwards  tried  at  Kilkenny,  and  pronounced  by  the  jury 
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to  be  guilty.  "  Yes,  my  Lord,"  said  the  prisoner,  "  I  am  guilty;" 
and  pointing  to  his  mother,  a  woman  of  more  than  eighty  years  of 
age,  who  stood  by,  he  said,  "  She  was  the  cause  of  it."  She 
had  agreed  beforehand,  for  the  price  of  the  blood  of  Mr.  Lennard, 
tlie  man,  who,  according  to  that  agreement,  was  to  be  murdered, 
by  her  son.  She  watched  for  the  coming  of  the  unfortunate  and 
unsuspecting  man,  and  when  she  saw  him  approaching,  she  handed 
her  son  the  pistol,  with  which  to  take  his  life.  But  there  was  not 
enough  wickedness  and  hardness  in  the  young  man  to  commit  the 
deed.  He  instinctively  shrunk  back,  saying,  "  How  can  I  mur' 
der  the  poor  gentleman."  His  mother  handed  him  the  whiskey 
bottle,  which  she  had  got  for  the  occasion,  and  said,  "  Take 
that."  He  took  it,  shot  the  man,  and  was  hanged.  (Br.  Par. 
Rep.  p.   292.)     It  increases  the  wickedness  of  the  soul ;  and 

Erepares  it  to  be  led  captive  by  the  adversary  of  all  good,  at 
is  pleasure.  The  men,  therefore,  who  manufacture,  import, 
sell,  or  in  any  way  furnish  it,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  are  assist- 
ing the  old  murderer  in  the  work  of  human  destruction. 

Another  young  man  who  had  committed  a  crime,  so  horrid  that 
it  was  thought  to  be  incredible,  was  asked  by  the  magistrate  in 
his  examination,  how  it  was  possible,  that  he  could  commit  such 
a  crime .^  He  answered,  "With  the  help  of  whiskey  I  could 
commit  twenty  such  crimes."  (Do.  p.  299.)  It  tends  to  remove 
all  difficulties,  arising  from  moral  considerations,  in  die  way  to 
hell;  and  to  keep  its  victim,  till  his  probation  closes,  from  turning 
his  eye  toward  the  path  of  life. 

A  young  man,  who  but  just  escaped  death,  from  the  outrage 
and  brutality  of  a  number  of  persons  who  were  under  its  influ- 
ence, who  was  indeed  supposed  to  be  killed;  and  was  left  by 
them  for  dead,  in  giving  his  deposition,  after  his  recovery,  was 
asked  by  the  magistrate,  whether  they  were  drunk;  he  answered, 
"  No.  They  were  well  able  to  do  their  business."  He  was  then 
asked,  whether  they  had  been  drinking?  He  answered,  "I  won- 
der diat  your  honor,  a  gentleman  of  your  knowledge,  should  ask 
such  a  simple  question;  sure  you  do  not  think,  diat  they  would 
come  without  preparing  themselves."  So  universally  is  it  now 
understood  to  be  a  needful  preparation  for  all  deeds  of  darkness, 
that  he  wondered  any  one  should  think  that  they  would  attempt 
such  mischief  without  it.  Mr.  Poinder,  in  his  testimony  before 
the  British  Parliament,  states  that  many  criminals  assured  him 
that  it  was  necessary^  before  they  could  commit  crimes  of  pecu- 
liar atrocity,  to  have  recourse  to  this  stimulant;  and  knowing  this 
to  be  the  fact,  they  resorted  to  it  beforehand,  for  no  other  pur- 
pose but  to  fit  themselves.  "I  could  not,"  said  one  of  diem, 
**  enter  your  house,  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  take  the  chance  q{ 
your  shooting  me  in  it,  or  of  my  being  hung  when  I  got  out  of  ity 
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unless  I  was  to  get  well  primed  first."  But  when  a  man  is  under 
its  influence,  he  can,  so  far  as  wickedness  is  concerned,  do  anj 
thing,  to  which  his  own  heart  or  Satan  may  tempt  him.  And 
he  can,  and  ordinarily  will,  withstand,  and  for  ever  prevent  the 
saving  efficacy  of  all  the  influences  which  are  brought  to  bear 
upon  him,  to  induce  him  to  become  a  holy  man,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  employment  and  the  bliss  of  heaven.  All  then  that  use 
it,  make  it,  or  furnish  it,  or  are  accessory  to  its  being  used  as 
a  drink,  are  by  this  exerting  an  influence,  which  tends  more 
surely  and  speedily  to  bring  men  to  hell ;  and  under  which, 
there  is* the  most  unequivocal  and  appalling  evidence  that  mul- 
titudes are  now  on  their  way  to  that  place  of  torment. 

To  save  as  many  of  them  as  possible,  and  especially  to  save 
others  from  following  their  example,  extraordinary  efforts  ha?e 
been  made  within  the  last  few  years,  and  the  Lord  has  crowned 
them  with  the  most  signal  success.  The  object  has  been,  by  the 
diffusion  of  information,  and  the  exertion  of  a  kind  moral  influ- 
ence, to  persuade  men  to  permit  the  evil  of  intemperance  to 
cease,  by  ceasing  to  perpetuate  its  cause.  And  as  this  cause  has 
been  Alcohol,  and  in  the  United  States,  principaDy  in  the  fonn 
of  distilled  liquor,  2,000,000  of  persons,  it  is  supposed  in  this 
country  have  already  ceased  to  use  it.  More  than  8,000  Tem- 
perance Societies  have  been  formed,  embracing,  it  is  thought, 
more  than  1,600,000  members.  Twenty-three  of  these  socie- 
ties, are  State  societies;  and  there  is  now  one  in  every  State,  with 
one  exception,  tliroughout  the  Union.  More  than  4000  distilleries 
liave  been  stopped,  and  more  than  8000  merchants  have  ceased 
to  sell  ardent  spirits,  and  many  of  them  have  ceased  to  sell  any 
kind  of  intoxicating  liquor.  More  than  1200  vessels  sail  fr6m  our 
ports,  in  which  it  is  not  used;  and  more  than  12,000  persons  who 
were  drunkards;  and  it  is  supposed  more  than  200,000  other  per- 
sons, have  ceased  to  use  any  intoxicating  drink.  And  the  light  of 
experience  proves,  that  abstinence  from  the  use  of  all  intoxica- 
ting liquor,  as  a  beverage,  is  not  only  safe  but  salutary;  and  that 
it  is  the  only  course,  in  which  it  can  be  rationally  expected,  that 
drunkenness  will  ever  be  done  away.  A  deep  and  solemn  convic- 
tion of  this  truth,  as  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  is  communicated, 
is  rapidly  extending  among  tlie  iriends  of  temperance,  throughout 
the  community.  And  the  number  who  are  in  practice  adopting 
this  course  is  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing.  In  the  pledge  of 
many  societies  the  words  "ardent  spirit,"  has  been  clianged 
for  "  intoxicating  liquor;"  and  most  of  the  societies  which  liave 
been  formed  the  past  year,  especiaUy  among  young  men,  have 
been  formed  on  the  plan  of  abstinence,  from  the  use  as  a  bever- 
;e,  of  all  intoxicating  liquor.  Nor  is  tlie  change  which  has  been 
Tected,  confined  to  thb  country.     In  July  1834,  more  than 


475]  EIGHTH   REPORT. — 1835.  21 

150,000  in  Great  Britain  had  also  been  embodied  in  Temperance 
Societies.  The  Report  of  the  American  Temperance  Society, 
on  the  immorality  of  laws  which  license  the  sale  of  ardent  spirit, 
had  been  reprinted  in  that  country,  and  a  copy  of  it  distributed  to 
all  the  Members  of  Parliament.  It  has  since,  with  the  previous 
Reports,  been  circulated  extensively  throughout  die  kingdom. 
A  committee  has  also  been  appointed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  inquire  into  the  extent,  causes,  and  consequences  of 
drunkenness;  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  Legislative  meas- 
ures can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  and  spread  of  so 
great  a  national  evil.  This  Committee,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  were  in  session  more  than  twenty  days,  and 
obtained  answ^ers  from  various  individuals  to  more  than  4,000 
questions.  They  have  also  made  to  Parliament  a  long  and  veiy 
able  Report;  which  together  with  the  evidence  on  which  it  is 
founded,  makes  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  600  pages,  which  has 
been  printed,  and  circulated  extensively  through  the  country. 

The  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  James  Silk  Buckingham, 
Esq.,  in  a  letter  dated  Sheffield,  Jan.  1,  1835,  says,  "The  cause 
of  Temperance  has  advanced  more  rapidly  in  Britain,  within  the 
last  year,  than  in  any  ten  years  preceding.  The  number  of  so- 
cieties has  nearly  doubled,  and  the  number  of  members  increased 
in  a  still  greater  proportion.  Above  all,  the  two  extremes  of 
society,  the  very  rich,  and  the  very  poor,  have  been  brought  to 
think  very  anxiously  on  the  subject ;  though  until  lately,  it  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  middle  classes  only."  He  also 
states  that  he  had  visited  Sheffield,  Lincoln,  Hull,  Boston,  Birm- 
ingham, Manchester,  Liverpool,  Greenock,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Belfast,  and  Dublin,  and  delivered  Temperance  Addresses  in 
each  place.  "The  meetings,'*  he  says,  "gave  a  great  impulse  to 
the  circulation  of  the  Parliamentary  Reports,  and  the  printed  evi- 
dence on  which  it  was  founded;  and  the  seed  thus  scattered  is 
every  day  producing  a  rich  and  an  abundant  harvest."  In  another 
letter  dated  March  2d,  1835,  after  speaking  of  his  Temperance 
Mission,  as  he  calls  it,  to  the  above  mentioned  places,  he  says, 
"  In  each  of  them,  I  held  several  very  numerous  and  important 
meetings;  none  of  them  less  than  1000,  and  some  of  them  ex- 
ceeding 5000  in  number,  for  the  promotion  of  die  Temperance 
cause  ;  which  is  making  rapid  progress  in  these  Islands."  He 
then  says  that  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  February,  the  day  appoint- 
ed by  the  American  Temperance  Society,  for  simultaneous  Tem- 
perance meetings,  throughout  the  world,  they  held  a  public  cele- 
bration, of  the  Anniversary  of  Temperance  Societies,  in  London. 
At  the  meeting  were  assembled  of  both  sexes,  not  less  than  1 500 
people.  He  opened  the  meeting,  by  giving  them  an  account 
of  bis  late  journey  through  England,  Scodand,  and  Ireland,  tbei 
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information  which  he  had  collected,. and  the  impressions  which 
had  been  made,  while  he  had  been  permitted,  on  his  journey 
personally  to  address,  on  the  subject  of  Temperance,  more  than 
100,000  individuals.  The  meetmg  was  then  addressed  by  vari- 
ous other  speakers,  including  officers  of  the  navy,  clergymen  of 
the  established  church,  dissenting  ministers,  and  a  young  Eng- 
lishman who  had  just  returned  from  a  residence  of  several  years 
in  the  United  States.  The  meeting  was  continued  nearly  six 
hours,  and  he  says,  "never  was  there  more  order,  hannony,  and 
even  enthusiasm,  than  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  period." 

In  various  parts  of  that  kingdom  also,  especially  in  Lancashire 
and  vicinity,  numerous  societies  have  been  formed  on  tlie  plan 
of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating  drinks.  The 
effects  have  been  numerous,  extensive,  and  happy.  At  Pres- 
ton, large  and  interesting  meetings  were  held  for  five  evenings  in 
succession,  at  which  the  benefits  of  this  course  were  delineated, 
by  those  who  had,  from  one  to  two  years  made  the  experiment. 
At  two  of  the  meetings,  the  presiding  officer  was  Robert  Guest 
White,  Esq.,  late  sheriff  of  Dublin,  and  at  two  others  P.  H. 
Fleetwood,  Esq. — member  of  Parliament.  At  the  meeting  on 
tl)e  fourth  niglit,  one  of  the  speakers,  said,  "  Here  stands  before 
you  tl)e  king  of  reformed  drunkards.  I  regret  that  the  Temper- 
ance Society  did  not  start  twenty  years  sooner;  for  bad  I  been 
sober,  I  might  have  offered  myself  as  candidate  for  the  borough 
of  Preston  ;  and  been  worth  £10,000.  I  now  thank  God,  that  I 
stand  fast  in  the  liberty  with  which  Temperance  has  made  me 
free."  Another  rose  and  said,  "I  can  now  go  to  bed  and  get 
up  a  sober  man.  Having  made  up  my  mind  to  sign  the  pledge, 
I  met  a  person  from  Sheffield,  as  I  went  down  to  the  Temper- 
ance Hotel,  and  told  him  my  errand.  He  invited  me  to  go  with 
him,  and  take  a  bottle  of  ale.  I  replied.  No;  I  am  detennined  to 
go  and  sign,  and  if  100  devils  with  100  daggers  each,  were  to  op- 
pose me,  I  would  press  my  way  against  them.  I  have  now  friends 
on  every  side.  One  tradesman  has  written  me  from  Liveq>ool, 
offering  me  whatever  I  may  want ;  another  from  Sheffield  offered 
to  supply  me  with  £50  worth  of  goods,  if  I  would  order  them. 
They  had  heard  that  I  had  joined  this  glorious  cause.  I  rejoice 
in  the  change,  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  stand  firm  as  long  as  I  live." 

Another  by  the  name  of  Johnson,  then  rose  and  said,  "  I  am 
indeed  a  brand  plucked  from  the  fire."  He  then  mentioned  that 
during  the  days  of  his  drunkenness,  he  twice  resolved  to  take  his 
own  life;  that  he  once  took  a  razor  for  that  purpose,  but  was  prov- 
identially prevented  from  using  it;  that  he  then  got  a  quantity  of 
laudanum,  mixed  it  with  a  glass  of  ale,  drank  it,  and  lay  down  to 
sleep,  never  expecting  to  open  his  eyes  again^in  this  world. — But 
through  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  he  was  preserved ;  was  led  to 
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sigQ  the  pledge,  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquor, 
has  since  been  sober,  has  united  with  a  religious  society,  and, 
said  he,  *'  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  say  'Johnson  owes  no  man 
any  thing. '  If  you  mean  to  be  steady  men,  take  up  with  religion, 
and  stand  to  the  cause  like  men.'* 

Another  said,  "  I  stand  before  you  a  person  who  was  a  drunk- 
ard for  upwards  of  20  years.  I  drank  to  that  excess,  that  I  could 
scarcely  hold  the  glass  to  my  mouth — I  was  destroying  my  health ; 
could  scarcely  eat  or  sleep,  and  was  reduced  so  low  as  to  have 
hardly  a  chair,  or  a  bed  to  lie  down  upon,  and  was  making  every 
body  miserable  around   me.     I  heard  of  Temperance,  and  in- 

auired  what  it  meant.  I  was  told  that  they  taught  men  not  to  get 
runk.  I  thought  it  was  a  grand  thing  and  I  would  have  a  do 
with  it.  If  it  has  cured  so  many,  I  thought,  why  not  me.^  It  is 
now  nearly  18  months  since  I  tasted  any  intoxicating  liquor.  I 
have  laid  out  in  my  house,  and  in  furniture,  above  £20.  I  never 
enjoyed  so  good  a  state  of  health;  we  have  food,  raiment,  and 
contentment ;  and  every  thing  comfortable.  I  go  regularly  to  a 
place  of  worship  and  feel  quite  satbfied.  What!  Temperance 
Societies  done  no  good.^  If  thev  had  accomplished  nothing, 
more  than  what  they  have  done  for  me,  tliey  would  be  amply 
repaid  for  their  labor. " 

Another  said,  '^  I  appear  before  you  a  man  who  has  been  in-* 
temperate  35  years,  and  a  temperance  man,  nine  months.  I  was 
told  I  could  not  stand,  but  I  thought  I  would  try.  A  man  had 
better  die,  than  be  a  drunkard.  There  is  no  remedy  for  the 
working  classes  except  to  join  the  tee-total  (the  Temperance  So- 
ciety on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating 
drinks.)  The  Temperance  Union,  is  the  best  of  aU  unions.  I 
feel  a  great  deal  better,  since  I  gave  up  drinking  intoxicating  li- 
quor; and  am  ten  or  fifteen  years  younger,  than  I  was  nine  months 
ago.  The  beer  bill,  which  was  said  to  be  a  benefit  to  the  work- 
ing classes,  was  the  worst  that  was  ever  passed.  Seeing  there  is 
so  much  intemperance  and  vice,  it  is  time  for  the  magistrate, 
nobility,  gentry,  and  all  sorts,  to  join  the  tee-total." 

Another  said,  "  When  I  go  through  the  streets  on  Sunday,  it 
does  my  soul  good,  to  meet  so  many  reformed  drunkards,  well 
dressed,  and  going  to  their  places  of  public  worship.  What  fools 
ou  are,  to  cover  the  landlords'  table,  while  you  yourselves  must 
ive  on  potatoes  and  salt ;  your  children  bare-footed,  and  bare- 
headed, your  coats  out  at  the  elbows,  and  your  trowsers  out  at 
your  knees,  as  mine  used  to  be.  I  called  the  temperance  people 
fools,  but  after  attending  a  meeting  at  the  Moss  school-house,  I 
found  that  I  was  the  fool,  and  that  they  were  wise  men.  I  signed 
the  tee-total,  am  strong  and  hearty,  can  do  my  work  better  than 
ever,  and  am  determined,  to  go  about  preaching  Temperance,  as 
long  as  I  live." 
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Another  rose  and  said,  ^^  I  was  a  drunkard  29  years,  and  I  am 

sure,  if  there  was  any  good  in  drinking  I  should  have  found  it ; 
for  I  gave  it  a  fair  trial.  I  now  stand  before  you  a  rational  being, 
and  have  been  so  for  twenty  months.  My  house  which  was  a 
house  of  cursing  and  swearing,  is  now  a  house  of  prayer.  How 
can  we  rest  while  our  neighbors  are  going  down  to  hell.  And 
now,  since  the  Temperance  cause  came  into  town,  if  the  land- 
lords will  go  to  heil,  with  a  light  in  their  right  hand,  don't  accom- 
pany them  ;  but  come  with  us,  and  we  will  do  you  good." 

Another  staled  that  he  had  been  intoxicated  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  previous  to  a  Temperance  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Manchester  on  the  22d  of  July,  1832.  At  that  meeting  he  said 
to  himself,  "  I  have  spent  forty  years,  and  am  in  this  condition, 
when  I  might  have  been  riding  in  my  carriage."  Three  days  af- 
ter he  attended  another  Temperance  meeting,  and  from  that  time 
abstained  from  all  intoxicating  drink.  He  went  lliirty  miles  to 
sign  the  Temperance  pledge,  and  now,  said  he  to  the  audience, 
*'  I  have  come  thirty  more  to  tell  you  of  it.  If  I  could  carry  my 
employment  from  Manchester,  I  would  never  go  back  again,  I  am 
ten  years  younger  than  I  was,  two  years  ago." 

Another  said,  "  This  is  a  glorious  meeting,  we  have  got  col- 
liers and  parliament  men.  The  king  will  come  next,  or  if  be 
don't,  we  will  send  for  him. — I  have  been  a  drunkard  eight  years. 
I  signed  the  pledge  ten  months  ago,  and  was  never  so  comforta- 
ble in  my  life.  I  first  signed  the  pledge  for  twelve  months,  and 
when  that  is  up,  I  will  sign  it  for  999  years.  I  can  now  send 
my  children  to  school,  and  go  to  a  place  of  worship  myself.  FD 
buy  no  more  caps  or  bombasin  gowns  for  landladies,  but  my 
own  wife  shall  have  them." 

Another  said,  "After  five  and  twenty  years  of  intemperance,  I 
now  stand  before  you  in  my  proper  senses.  I  drank  to  such  ex- 
cess, that  I  had  neither  clothes,  nor  shoes  to  my  feet — but  now,  I 
can  appear  in  my  own  clothes,  instead  of  giving  them  to  the  land- 
lords. Take  them  your  money,  and  when  you  have  spent  it, 
they  will  kick  you  out  of  doors.  When  I  signed  the  pledge, 
they  said,  I  should  not  live  two  months ;  but  I  have  now  exceed- 
ed nine  montlis,  and  am  better  than  ever.  I  was  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  drunken  Bob;  but  now  they  call  me  Temper- 
ance Bob  ;  and  I  preach  up  Temperance,  and  am  determined  to 
do  so,  wherever  I  go.  My  little  boy,  nine  years  old,  was  brought 
up  to  drink;  but  now  he  will  not  touch  any,  but  says,  My  father 
is  in  the  Temperance  Society." 

Another  said,  "It  is  now  fifteen  months  since  I  have  tasted 
intoxicating  liquor,  and  I  hope,  while  God  gives  breath,  I  shall 
never  taste  again.  I  have  always  been  seeking  this  sobriety,  but 
I  never  knew  how  to  find  it.     I  professed  to  be  religious,  and  I 
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went  on  twenty  years  mixing  drinking  and  religion  together.  I 
wanted  to  be  sober,  and  my  friends  told  nie  to  pray;  but  one  word 
from  your  Advocate  set  me  right.  I  found  that  drunkenness  is  a 
physical  evil;  and  the  way  to  avoid  being  drunk,  is  never  to  taste 
the  liquor  that  produces  drunkenness.  I  attended  the  meeting 
and  said,  Put  me  down  to  the  sioeeping  measure;  nothing  else  will 
reach  my  case.  Nothing  but  abstinence  will  suit  this  country; 
and  every  system  that  does  not  go  on  the  basis  of  tee-total,  is 
quackery.  This,  like  the  Whitworth  Doctor,  is  a  cure-all.  I 
never  had  such  a  fifteen  months  before.  I  can  eat,  drink,  and 
sleep,  and  serve  God  consistently;  and  I  am  determined,  sink  or 
swim,  to  Slick  by  it.  And  the  most  I  regret  is,  that  nobody 
started  this  twenty  years  ago." 

Another  said,  "  I  entered  moderation,  but  I  have  now  been  a 
tee-totaler  one  year  and  one  month.  I  will  never  preach  mode- 
ration, I  will  preach  sound  doctrine.  I  am  determined  to  have 
barley  in  its  full  bloom,  just  as  God  made  and  sends  it.  I  will  not 
have  it  bled,  and  scalded,  and  mashed,  and  its  nose  sprit  out,  like 
an  urchin.  Only  take  off  its  rough  coat,  and  I  will  eat  it  soul  and 
body.  John  Barleycorn  is  good,  but  they  abuse  him,  and  he 
abuses  them  in  return.  I  wish  they  could  not  get  carts  to  cart 
about  those  casks  full  of  murder.  And  these  religious  drinkers 
are  the  worst.  The  scripture  says,  you  should  lay  down  your 
lives  for  the  brethren.  But  these  will  not  lay  down  a  glass  of 
wine  for  their  brethren.  They  will  not  lay  down  that  which  is 
a  source  of  sickness  and  death,  to  promote  the  health  and  life  of 
others.  I  would  abstain  from  any  thing.  If  porridge  (and  I  like 
it  as  well  as  any  thing)  sent  half  as  many  soub  to  hell  as  ale  has 
done,  I  would  lay  down  my  spoon,'' 

Another  said,  "It  is  owing  to  the  exertion  of  the  Preston 
friends,  that  I  stand  here  a  sober  man.  You  have  now  in  Bolton 
600  abstainers,  and  this  is  a  sufficient  reward  for  your  labors.  I 
knew  an  individual  who  received  a  religious  training,  entered  the 
matrimonial  state  a  sober  man,  by  industry  and  economy  he  accu- 
mulated a  capital,  and  entered  upon  business  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices.  From  taking  one  glass,  he  got  to  two,  or 
three;  and  then  became  a  drunkard.  All  filial  affection  was  gone, 
and  his  children  dreaded  his  appearance.  He  became  a  most  de- 
based drunkard,  and  I  remember  in  one  of  his  last  carousals,  after 
eight  days  drinking,  he  was  taken  up  in  Deansgate  for  dead,  and 
carried  into  a  public  house.  After  some  time,  life  appeared,  and 
he  was  carried  home.  He  afterwards  felt  determined  to  reform, 
or  to  terminate  his  existence.  He  heard  of  the  Temperance 
meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  first  of  January,  ^834,  and  at- 
tended it  with  his  wife.  He  went  to  die  table,  and  he — no,  not 
he,  but  I,  (for  I  was  the  man)  signed  the  pledge;  and  it  has  been 
3  4 
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tept  inviolable,  to  the  present  day.  It  is  now  mv  pleasant  duty 
to  tell  you  of  the  glorious  results.  Some  said  I  should  not  stand 
a  month;  some  gave  me  three  months,  but  I  stand  firm  to  this  day. 
We  have  now  peace  in  our  family;  the  children  have  a  true  affec-* 
tion  for  their  father,  and  I  go  home  with  pleasure.  For  many 
years  I  was  troubled  with  the  asthma,  but  in  consequence  of 
water  drinking,  I  am  quite  restored.  I  am  now  in  good  health, 
happy  in  my  family,  improving  in  business,  and  enjoying  a  hope 
of  future  bliss.  I  beg  of  you  to  come  forward  and  join  this  glo- 
rious Society." 

Another  rose  and  said,  '^It  is  now  two  years  since  I  laid  aside 
intoxicating  liquor;  and  I  feel  stronger  than  I  ever  did  in  my  life. 
I  first  signed  for  12  months,  but  now  I  have  signed  for  ever,  and 
for  ever.  And  I  am  so  grateful  for  the  benefits  I  have  received, 
that  I  am  determined  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  this  cause.  I  have 
three  brothers,  a  wife,  and  a  mother,  all  abstainers.  I  have  been 
anxious  about  my  father-in-law;  and  I  got  a  promise  from  roy  wife, 
that  if  he  could  be  brought  in,  I  might  have  full  liberty  to  go 
where  I  would,  preaching  Temperance.  And  though  he  has  beoi 
a  drunkard  for  35  years,  he  is  now  a  tee-totaler.  The  happin^s 
that  temperance  has  brought  into  our  family,  it  is  impossible  to 
describe." 

Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  exhibition  made  at  their  Temperance 
meetines.  At  the  close,  the  chairman,  the  late  sheriff  of  Dublin, 
himseli^  signed  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  gave  the  Society  a  donation  of  £  20. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Preston  Temperance  Society, 
which  has  since  been  holden,  occupied  six  successive  nights. 
The  theatre,  in  which  the  meetings  were  held,  was  crowded  to 
overflowing;  and  the  Youth's  Temperance  Society,  consisting  oi 
969  members  between  14  and  25  years  of  age,  presented  their 
first  Annual  Report.  On  the  third  day,  a  reformed  drunkard 
arose  and  said,  "  My  dear  friends,  this  is  one  of  the  happiest 
hours  in  my  life.  I  am  one  of  those  individuals  who  can  tell  you 
the  difference  between  temperance  and  intemperance.  Another 
year  has  rolled  into  eternity,  and  we  appear  this  night  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship.  Intoxicating  spirit  is  the  greatest 
enemy  to  God  and  roan,  whether  found  in  ale,  gin,  porter,  or 
wine.  If  there  be  any  person  more  than  another  that  has  reason 
to  be  grateful  to  the  Temperance  Society,  it  is  myself;  and  I 
could  detain  you  till  midnight  in  declaring  the  blessings  which  tem- 
perance has  brought  to  my  family.  The  seed  of  abstinence  is 
sown,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  bring  forth  500  fold.  One 
public  house  I  saw  shut  up  to-day,  and  I  hope  many  others  will 
We  to  follow:  if  they  don't,  they  will  be  compelled  to  it.  If 
there  were  any  here  last  night,  that  were  not  convinced  by  Mr# 
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Livesey's  lecture,  they  must  have  been  thick-skulls  indeed.  Our 
great  grandfathers  were  deluded,  and  recommended  this  article, 
though  it  has  ruined  so  many — stripped  them  of  their  coats,  waist- 
coats, and  even  their  shirts.  Tee-total  men  are  never  bothered; 
moderate  men  are  continually  botliered,  for  they  never  know  how  to 
take  their  drink.  Being  sent  for  to  the  Castle  Inn  by  a  gendeman, 
after  having  refused,  I  at  last  went,  and  being  asked  to  take  a  glass, 
I  replied,  '  Don't  you  know  that  you  are  in  Preston  ?'  If  I  had 
been  of  the  half  and  half  class,  I  should  have  taken  a  sly  glass.  I 
remember  well, engaging  for  a  new  hat  not  to  take  more  than  three 
gills  a  day,  and  the  last  time  I  took  my  three  glasses,  the  devil 
tempted  me  to  take  a  fourth.  I  was  alone,  and  he  said,  ^  Nobody 
will  know.'  '  No,  no,  honor  bright,'  something  said  within  me; 
and  I  jumped  up  and  run  out  of  the  public  house,  and  I  have 
never  tasted  from  that  day  to  this." 

A  carpenter  then  arose  and  said,  '^  This  is  the  first  time  I  ever 
addressed  an  audience  like  this.  Having  been  twenty  years  a 
drunkard,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  all  the  reparation  I  can.  I 
have  no  excuse,  for  I  was  brought  up  with  good  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction.  But  I  was  bound  to  a  trade  where  they  wero 
nearly  all  drunkards.  I  got  such  an  appetite  for  ale  that  I  was 
never  satisfied  unless  I  was  at  the  ale  house;  I  loved  ale  so  that  I 
preferred  it  to  any  thing  else.  I  became  an  ale  house  politician, 
a  drunken  reformer,  trying  to  govern  the  nation,  and  yet  not  able 
to  reform  myself.  I  continued  sinning  and  repenting,  and  making 
and  breaking  resolution  after  resolution.  I  became  slighted  by 
every  one,  ran  into  debt,  and  my  children  naked.  At  last  I  went 
to  the  Cockpit,  though  I  was  a  coward,  and  ashamed  of  others' 
noticing  me.  I  signed  moderation,  but  became,  I  think,  more 
immoderate  than  before.  After  trying  in  vain  to  temper  myself, 
at  last  I  signed  the  tee-total,  and  I  cannot  make  you  believe  the 
pleasure  I  found.  I  am  now  determined  never  to  taste  again.  Ask 
my  employers  whether  I  cannot  work  better;  ask  my  fellow  work- 
men also;  and  I  am  sure  I  look  a  great  deal  better.  Nobody 
could  believe  what  satisfaction  I  feel." 

Another  rose  and  said,  "  You  see  before  you  a  reclaimed  Li- 
verpool drunkard.  From  the  age  of  14  to  23, 1  sank  in  the  depths 
of  drunkenness.  My  father  bound  me  an  apprentice  to  a  respect- 
able merchant  in  Liverpool.  I  soon  got  acquainted  with  drunken 
companions,  and  became  acquainted  with  free  and  easy  societies. 
On  one  occasion,  I  had  £15,  and  I  went  with  a  comrade  for  a 
glass;  I  staid  three  days  and  nights,  and  came  away  with  only  5s. 
in  my  pocket.  I  was  disowned  of  my  father,  and  I  ran  away.  At 
last,  my  father,  as  a  punishment,  bound  me  to  a  bricklayer,  and 
here  I  was  again  in  the  midst  of  drink.  At  last  I  was  persuaded 
io  join  the  Temperance  Society,  but  it  was  a  Moderation  Society, 
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and  it  threw  rae  further  into  hell  than  ever.  At  last,  about  seven 
or  eight  months  since^  I  joined  the  tee-total,  and  never  was  so 
happy  in  my  life  as  I  have  been  from  that  day.  I  have  got  my 
character  back  ;  my  father  can  now  trust  me  with  the  rent  book; 
I  am  now  in  business  for  myself,  and  doing  well.  Though  for 
some  time  the  rulers  of  the  Welsh  Church  of  Calvinistic  Me- 
thodists, to  which  I  belong,  opposed  the  tee-total  pledge,  yet  they 
are  now  more  favorable.  We  have  formed  a  society  upon  the 
tee-total  principle,  and  in  three  weeks  we  have  got  30  names.  I  will 
stick  to  the  cause  as  long  as  I  live;  and  such  is  my  peace  of  mind, 
that  if  any  person  were  to  offer  me  a  thousand  a  year  to  forsake  ray 
pledge,  I  would  spurn  the  offer.  I  mean  to  do  all  I  can  to  benefit 
others.  There  is  a  young  man,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  who 
spent  $1500  in  three  years,  and  reduced  himself  to  begga^)^  I 
spoke  to  him  and  teased  him  till  at  last  he  has  joined,  and  since 
then  he  has  got  a  situation  of  $150  a  year.  My  whole  course 
of  life  is  now  changed;  I  am  now  getting  up  my  head;  and  I  wish 
that  tee-total  may  flourish  as  long  as  I  live.  *' 

A  carter  then  rose  and  said,  "  Instead  of  being  here,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  temperance,  I  might  have  been  chained  down  in  the 
lockup.  I  am  well  known;  I  have  been  a  faithful  servant  to  the 
landlords  for  14  years,  and  a  rascal  to  my  wife.  Now  I  am  as 
happy  as  any  man  alive;  and  for  these  13  months  I  have  enjoyed 
more  pleasure  than  I  did  in  all  my  life  before.  I  have  punished 
my  family  shamefully;  my  children  were  all  naked;  I  got  money 
enough,  sometimes  £5  a  week;  but  if  I  had  got  £10  a  week,  and 
worked  for  a  hundred  years,  it  would  have  been  no  better.  Thank 
God  that  temperance  ever  came  to  Bamber  Bridge!  My  children 
are  not  now  without  clogs,  and  shirts;  with  stockings  torn  up:  no, 
they  are  well  clothed.  I  started  this  morning  at  3  o'clock,  and 
have  been  a  long  journey,  and  I  am  now  as  fresh  as  a  lark.  I  nev- 
er was  so  well  in  my  life,  and  my  house,  which  was  hell,  is  turned 
into  heaven  with  tee- total.  A  landlord  one  day,  to  whom  I  had 
sold  a  load  of  coals,  ordered  his  wife  to  fetch  me  up  a  quart  of  the 
best  ale:  he  filled  a  glass  and  held  it  up  to  the  window.  ^'  Did 
thou  ever  see  any  thing  so  nicer  take  hold  and  drink.**  I  an- 
swered, "No,  I  defy  thee,  Satan;"  and  then  as  he  could  not  get 
me  to  drink,  he  began  to  praise  me  for  my  sobriety.  Ah!  if  you 
were  to  see  my  house  now!  we  have  had  13  months  of  tee-total, 
and  we  have  every  thing  we  want.  Thank  God,  we  have  plenty 
of  beef  and  puddings.  I  like  coffee  and  beef:  it  is  a  capital  thing 
to  travel  on.  Come  forwtrd,  all  of  you,  and  join  this  glorious 
cause." 

Next  rose  a  spinner,  and  said,  "  Drunkards  are  the  greatest 
slaves.  I  began  drinking  at  footings  and  other  stirs;  and  though 
but  a  lad,  I  used  to  think  myself  a  man.     Since  I  was  married,  I 
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have  been  turned  out  of  house  five  times.  Although  I  had  a  wife 
and  but  one  child,  drinking  brought  noe  to  the  workhouse,  and  to 
breaking  stones  at  the  canal  side.  However,  I  got  to  spinning 
again;  and  was  turned  off  again.  I  ran  away  to  Manchester,  and 
left  my  wife  and  two  children,  both  of  them  sick.  Solomon  says, 
"  Who  hath  wo  ?  who  hath  wounds  without  cause?  They  that 
tarry  long  at  the  wine!"  I  had  many  a  time  black  eyes,  and  arms, 
and  shins,  all  through  drinking.  At  last  I  came  to  Preston,  and 
found  two  of  my  brothers  tee-totalers.  I  was  led  with  seeing 
them  to  think  about  it,  and  on  Whit-Tuesday  I  entered.  Plenty 
of  debts  coming  against  me,  and  law  upon  law,  ay,  wheel  bar- 
rows full  of  law,  but  I  thought  the  Lord  is  sufficient  to  bring  me 
through.  I  have  begun  to  pay  something  towards  my  old  debts. 
Jack  is  here  after  all,  and  thank  God  that  ever  I  got  on  the  Tem- 

Eerance  Ship.  I  have  signed  for  life.  Am  but  25  years  of  age; 
ut  if  I  live  25  hundred  years,  I  mean  never  to  drink  again. 
We  are  three  brothers  of  us;  and  we  have  not  only  jomed 
Temperance;  but  we  also  sail  on  the  gospel  ship;  we  all  go  to  the 
chapel,  and  we  are  making  our  way  to  Canaan's  happy  shore.  The 
Lord  of  heaven  help  you  to  come  and  join  the  tee-total,  and  stick 
to  it." 

Another  spinner  then  rose  and  said,  "I  was  a  drunkard  11 
years,  but  I  signed  the  tee-total,  and  have  kept  it  eleven  months,  a 
fortnight  and  one  day.  1  used  to  get  drunk  at  footings  and  room- 
ings; and  I  followed  on  drinking  and  carousing.  I  'listed  for  a 
soldier,  and  was  bought  off  again.  I  continued  drinking,  fre- 
quently lost  my  work,  with  my  clothes,  in  the  pop-shop.  I  hired 
into  the  militia,  but  I  got  enough  of  soldiering.  This  way  I  car- 
ried on  till  1 1  months  and  a  fortnight  since,  when  I  signed  the  tee- 
total; and  from  that  time  I  never  enjoyed  so  much  happiness  in 
all  my  life.  I  am  now  respected  and  in  good  credit,  and  I  can 
serve  God  as  I  ought  to  do.  If  you  will  ask  my  wife,  she  will 
tell  you.  [Here  a  pleasant  voice  from  the  boxes  was  heard,  which 
excited  rapturous  applause,  something  to  the  following  effect: 
"  Yes,  thou  has  plenty  of  credit  now;  tliou  has  not  so  many  at- 
torney's letters  as  thou  used  to  have;  and  I  like  thee  better  than 
ever  I  did."]  Come  forward  and  sign;  do  as  I  have  done.  I  am 
now  happy  for  this  world,  and  am  hoping  for  life  eternal." 

Such  was  a  specimen  of  the  addresses  from  this  class  of  speakers 
at  those  meetings.  And  it  was  stated  by  respectable  gendemen, 
that  the  last,  was  the  sixth  assizes,  at  which  there  had  not  been  a 
single  case  of  felony  from  Preston.  With  such  facts  before  him, 
who  can  doubt,  as  to  the  course  of  safely,  interest,  and  duty  ?  Let 
men  cease  to  use  that  which  intoxicates,  and  wiiile  health,  virtue, 
and  happiness  will  be  greatly  promoted,  drunkenness  and  all  its 
evils  will  be  universaUy,  and  for  ever,  done  away.     More  than 
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twelve  miUions  of  drunkards  would  become  sober  men,  and  more 
than  fifty  millions,  who  are  now  on  the  way  to  drunkeoDess,  would 
escape  that  awful  doom. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  in  bis  Address 
at  Liverpool,  stated  that  he  had  himself  sailed  to  the  £ast  and  die 
West,  in  hot  weather,  and  in  cold,  and  that  be  never  found  any 
benefit  from  that  enervating,  disorganizing,  and  destructive  poisoo; 
which,  wherever  it  found  an  entrance,  was  always  sure  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  mischief.  He  afterwanls  became  a  land  traveller.  He 
had  passed  through  Egypt,  and  Palestine,  and  Mesopotamia,  and 
Arabia;  and  afterwards  settled  in  India,  where  he  lived  six  years. 
In  the  course  of  these  journeys,  he  passed  twice  to  India,  and 
back  again  by  land;  and  travelled  not  less  than  30,000  miles.  He 
visited  the  cities  of  Cairo,  Damascus,  Aleppo,  Ispahan,  8lc.^ — 
and  in  his  tours,  had  seen,  it  was  supposed,  more  than  3,000,000 
people.  Of  course  he  had  had  a  very  extensive  opportunity  to 
witness  the  different  habits  of  men;  and  he  had  never  kno\ni 
them  to  be  in  any  respect,  benefited  by  the  use  of  strong  drink. 
Nor  had  he  ever  known  any  people  who  had  adopted  the  use  of  it^ 
among  whom  it  had  not  been,  in  proportion  to  that  use,  detrimen- 
tal. He  also  stated,  that  the  finest  race  of  men  he  bad  ever  seen, 
were  a  tribe  residing  on  the  Himalaya  Mountains  in  India.  Tbey 
came  down  to  Calcutta  as  .Sthletaej  to  show  their  skill  in  wres- 
tling, boxing,  throwing  the  quoit,  and  otlier  athletic  exercises. 
They  were  pitted  against  British  grenadiers  and  sailors,  the  strong- 
est that  could  be  found.  The  result  was,  that  one  of  these  men 
was  more  than  a  match,  for  any  tliree  that  could  be  brought  against 
them;  and  they  had  never  tasted  any  drink,  from  tlieir  infancy 
upwards,  stronger  than  milk,  or  water.  He  had  himself  travelled 
from  Diabekir  to  Bagdad,  a  distance  of  800  nules  on  horseback, 
in  ten  days;  with  the  thermometer  ranging  from  100  at  sunrise, 
to  125  degrees  in  the  afternoon;  without  mjury,  and  witliout  any 
drink,  but  water.  During  his  arduous  labors  in  Parliament,  and 
during  his  recent  tour  of  2,400  miles,  in  the  course  of  w^hich,  he 
had  lectured  six  nights  in  the  week,  in  towns  frequendy  80  or  100 
miles  apart,  he  had  tasted  nothing  but  water,  and  yet  those  who 
heard  him,  one  night,  would  perceive  no  essential  difierence  in 
him  should  he  continue  a  similar  course  for  six  montlis  together. 
(Preston  Temp.  Advocate.) 

At  a  general  Conference  of  Deputies  from  the  various  Tem- 
perance societies  in  Lancashire,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  held 
at  Manchester,  Sept.,  24,  1834,  it  was,  after  discussion  and  delib- 
eration, unanimously  "  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  united  and  efficient 
exertions,  that  the  societies  in  this,  and  the  adjoining  Counties, 
adopt  a  pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  irUoxicating  liquon." 
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The  experiment,  so  far  as  it  has  been  adopted,  has  succeeded  to 
admiration;  and  should  it  become  universal,  it  would  cause  drunk- 
enness, and  with  it  the  greatest  cause  of  pauperism,  crimes,  and 
wretchedness  to  cease.  It  would  also  prepare  the  way  for  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  elevation  of  the  whole  community;  and  in  all 
respects,  promote  the  highest  good  of  the  country. — They  have 
also  established  a  monthly  publication  called  the  Preston  Tem- 
perance Advocate,  which  urges  strongly  the  adoption  of  the  doc- 
trine of  abstinence,  from  die  use,  as  a  drink,  of  all  intoxicating 
liquors. 

The  following  is  an  Address  from  thirty  Mechanics,  who  were 
drunkards,  to  the  drunkards  and  tipplers  of  Great  Britain. 

"TIPPLERS,  DRUNKARDS,  AND  BACKSLIDERS! 

Friends ! — ^You  are  miserable  and  wretched,  both  in  body,  soul 
and  circumstances;  your  families  and  friends  are  suffering  through 
your  folly;  you  have  no  peace  here,  and  can  have  no  peace  here- 
after; and  all  this  proceeds  from  the  delusive,  maddemng  habit  of 
drinking  intoxicating  liquors.  You  are  told  that  these  liquors  do 
you  good.  It  is  a  falsehood ^  invented  and  propagated  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  your  money.  Judge  of  the  good  they  have 
done,  by  the  effects  which  they  have  produced  upon  yourselves 
and  others.  Oh!  shun  the  public  house  as  you  would  do  a 
plas^ue,  and  the  company  of  drunkards  as  you  would  a  gang  of 
robbers. 

Friends! — We  were  once  drunkards,  and  most  of  us  were  in 
the  same  wretched  condition  as  yourselves;  but  being  reclaimed, 
we  are  anxious  for  you  to  enjoy  the  same  liberty  and  blessings 
wliich  we  enjoy.  We  are  now  happy;  our  wives  are  comfort- 
able; our  children  are  provided  for;  we  are  better  in  health,  bet- 
ter in  circumstances;  we  have  peace  of  mind;  and  no  tongue  can 
tell  tlie  comfort  we  have  enjoyed  since  we  became  consistent 
members  of  the  Temperance  Society.  Ale  and  strong  drink  have 
slain  more  than  war  or  pestilence;  and  while  we  refuse  no  kind  of 
food  or  drink  which  God  hath  sent,  we  abstain  from  all  diluted 
poison,  manufactured  to  ruin  mankind,  and  to  rob  our  country  of  its 
greatness.  JVe  have  seen  our  delusiony  and  we  now  drink  nci- 
ther  alcy  twne,  gin^  rum  nor  brandy^  nor  any  kind  of  intoxica- 
ting liquor.  There  is  no  safety  for  you  nor  us  but  in  giving  it 
up  entirely.  Come  forward,  then,  ye  tipplers,  drunkards  and 
backsliders!  attend  our  meetings,  and  be  resolved  to  cast  off  the 
fetters  of  intemperance;  and  once  and  for  ever  determine  to  be 
free. 


JOHN  BILLINOTON,  weaTer. 
JOHN  BRADE,  joiner. 
RICHARD  BRAY,  flshmonger. 
ROBERT  CATON,  Bpinner. 
WILLIAM  CATON,  apiimer. 


WILIJAM  GREGORY,  tailor. 
GEORGE  GREGSON,  plaaterer. 
JOHN  GREGSON,  mechanic. 
WILLIAM  HOWARTH,  aizer. 
ROBERT  JOLLY,  lawyer. 
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WILLIAM  M083,  meehanic 
MARK  MYERS,  ■hoeiiiaker. 
H.  NEWTON,  mole-catcher. 
T.  08BALDEST0N,  moulder. 
ROBERT  PARKER,  moukler. 
WILLIAM  PARKINSON,  dogger. 
J08EPH  RICHARDSON,  shoemaker. 
RICHARD  RHODES,  weaver. 
JAMES  RYAN,  spinner. 
RICHARD  8HACKELTON,  apinner. 
SAMUEL  SM ALLEY,  spimier. 


JOSEPH  8M1RE,  moulder. 
JAMES  SMITH,  apinner. 
GEORGE  STEAD,  broker. 
THOBIAS  SWINDLEHURST,  roUer 

ker. 

RANDAL  SWINDLEHURST,  meckaoie 
JOHN  THORNHILI^  cabinet-makcr. 
RICHARD  TURNER,  pluterer. 
JOSEPH  YATES,  shopkeeper. 
WILLLAM  YATES,  wearer. 

PBBrroH,  Dbc.  27,  1894.** 


A  gentleman  from  Liverpool  writes,  "  thousands  are  turning 
tlieir  attention  to  the  subject,  that  never  troubled  themselves  be- 
fore about  it.  Light  and  knowledge  are  spreading  far  and  wide. 
Tracts,  Addresses,  Recorders,  Reports,  both  American  and  Eng- 
lish, are  circulating  through  the  countiy.  Temperance  Societies 
are  springing  up  in  every  town  and  village.  Men  of  talent,  learn- 
ing and  independence,  are  devoting  their  time,  their  talents, 
and  their  money,  to  the  cause.  Mr.  Buckingham,  M.  P.  is  trav- 
elling through  the  country,  lecturing  to  multitudes,  arousing  the 
people  to  a  sense  of  their  clanger  from  the  inroads  of  the  enemy, 
(the  Bloated  Monster.)  Conscientious  men,  who  are  dealing  in 
spirituous  liquors,  are  beginning  to  feel  uneasy,  wishing  they  were 
not  in  the  business,  don't  know  what  to  do.  The  business  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  disreputable.  Diana  is  tottering  on  her 
pedestal,  and  I  trust  ere  long  she  will  fall,  and  great  wiD  be  the 
fall  thereof.  England  shall  be  delivered  ;  God  is  for  it,  who  shall 
fight  against  it,  and  prevail.^  Let  infidels  scofF,  let  the  profane 
sneer,  and  swear,  and  rave,  and  let  his  companion,  the  drunkard, 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  pedestal  of  the  idol,  God  will  mock  at 
their  puny  efforts;  down  she  nmst  come,  and  beneath  the  ruins, 
cover  wiili  shame  and  confusion  the  persevering  upholders  of  the 
Idol,  a  system  which  is  a  source  of  crime,  of  misery,  poverty 
and  death,  temporal  and  eternal.  Do^vn  must  come  the  greatest 
machine  the  enemy  of  souls  has  at  work,  in  this  our  world,  for 
transforming  men  to  devils,  and  hurling  them  to  perdition,  into 
outer  darkness,  into  eternal  night,  where  the  smoke  of  their  tor- 
ment ascends  for  ever  and  for  ever,  and  where  there  is  fruitless 
weeping  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.*' 

In  Sweden  also  the  cause  continues  to  prosper;  and  it  has  begun 
to  excite  attention  and  to  lead  to  action,  m  Denmark  and  Finland. 
From  the  latter  country  a  gentleman  writes,  "  The  effects  of 
drinking  brandy  are  horrible;  and  not  only  with  the  vulgar,  but 
also  with  the  people  of  rank ;  and  not  with  hearers  only,  but  even 
with  priests.  In  such,  Satan  reigns  supreme;  and  from  this  result 
innumerable  spiritual^  as  well  as  temporal  evils.  As  for  the 
temporal,  poverty  is  the  inseparable  companion  of  the  drunkard. 
He  makes  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  children  beggars  and  vaga- 
bonds.    As  to  spiritual  things,  such  a  man  is  the  slave  of  Satan. 


487]  EIGHTH    REPORT. 1835.  33 

Every  thing  which  has  been  attributed  to  our  nature  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  may  justly  be  attributed  to  him.  (See  Gal.  v.  ^9 — 
21.)  The  evil  consequences  of  this  sin  are  innumerable.  May 
God,  who  knows  our  miserable  state,  in  some  way  grant  us  aid." 
Some  publications  have  been  sent  to  him  pointing  out  the  easy 
and  certain  cure  of  all  these  evils,  by  simply  ceasing  to  perpetu- 
ate their  cause.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  distant, 
when  the  application  so  easy  and  efficacious,  shall  be  as  life  from 
the  dead,  to  all  the  northern  nations  of  Europe. 

From  Russia  a  gentleman  writes,  that  these  publications  have 
already  been  translated  into  three  languages,  the  Kuss,  the  Estho- 
nian,  and  the  Finnish ;  and  that  they  are  circulated,  through  that 
vast  Empire;  and  even  to  the  borders  of  Persia  and  China.  He 
adds,  "  How  wonderful  that  the  first  tracts,  on  that  dreadful  vice 
of  intemperance,  should  have  been  published  in  this  country,  in 
three  languages,  and  circulated,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality 
of  American  Christians.  And  how  delightful  to  observe  the 
sameness  of  efl^ect  every  where  produced,  where  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  reflecting  part  of  the 
community.  By  the  communications  which  I  herewith  send  you, 
you  will  see  how  the  monster  Intemperance  is  viewed  and  dreaded 
universally,  as  the  destroyer  of  the  hopes  of  man.  And  how 
remarkable  it  is,  that  the  exertions  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society,  should  have  been  the  means,  under  God,  of  arousing 
Christians,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  on 
this  deeply  interesting  subject.  You  will  see  how  rapid  has  been 
the  sale  of  our  edition  of  "The  Advantages  of  Drunkenness;" 
and  we  are  now  preparing  a  larger  tract,  in  which  the  subject 
will  be  brought  home  to  every  family." 

And  he  says,  "  I  never  knew  a  Russian  peasant,  or  poor  man, 
refuse  a  tract.  I  never  knew  one  to  ridicule  or  speak  contemp- 
tuously of  religion.  Every  where  in  the  country,  tracts  are  re- 
ceived and  read  with  avidity,  and  from  all  quarters  we  hear  that 
much  good  is  done  by  them." 

And  the  gendeman  above  referred  to  from  Finland,  writes,  con- 
cerning the  tracts  on  drunkenness,  which  had  been  distributed 
in  that  country,  "  Wives  read  them  to  their  husbands,  and  chil- 
dren read  them  to  their  parents;  and  many  have  derived  benefit 
from  ihera.  The  Finnish  tracts,  I  trust,  will  do  great  good 
here." 

Nor  are  the  eflects  confined  to  Europe.  From  Chunar  in  In- 
dia, the  Conducter  of  Ordnance  in  that  place,  writes,  "Soon  as 
I  received  the  tracts  on  Temperance,  I  was  not  easy  till  we  had 
formed  a  society  here;  and  I  set  about  it  immediately.  I  went 
to  the  chaplain  of  the  station,  and  presented  him  with  some 
tracts.     He  read  them,  and  the  eflfect  was,  that  in  a  short  time 
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afterwards,  he  ordered  his  servants  to  take  all  bis  spirituous  fi- 
quors,  and  pour  them  into  the  flood.  This  he  saw  done,  and 
then  joined  the  society.  And  we  are  now  in  a  flourishing  state^ 
as  a  Temperance  Society.  I  have  sent  tracts  to  all  parts  of 
Bengal,  where  I  have  friends  residing,  and  I  do  hope  that  maoj 
Societies  will  be  formed.'* 

From  Burmah,  a  gentleman  writes,  ''  Every  man,  woman,  and 
child  should  wage  unceasing  war  witli  all  intoxiccUing  drink.  It 
is  surprising  that  we  were  so  long  in  league  with  this  disgusting  and 
hateful  poison.  How  many  it  has  reduced  to  nakedness  and  hun- 
ger; how  many  it  has  entombed  ia  an  early  grave;  and  how  many 
it  has  brought  to  the  lowest  hell.  When  I  think  of  the  lying, 
stealing,  fighting,  robbing,  murdering,  and  all  the  endless  crimes 
that  follow  in  its  train,  I  am  astonished  that  we  were  so  long  blind. 
The  Pagan  makes  an  idol  and  worships  it.  He  calls  his  wife  and 
she  worships  it,  and  then  his  children,  and  they  worship  it.  All 
pronounce  it  good.  Your  father  did  so,  and  you  must.  Your 
father  was  stupid  and  mad,  and  you  must  be  so  too.  So  ttith  liquor. 
The  drinking  father  reels  to  the  grave,  and  the  drinking  son  fol- 
lows. Fools  tread  on  the  heels  of  foob,  drunkenness  shakes 
hands  with  drunkenness,  and  death  and  hell  open  wide  their  arms, 
greedy  for  their  prey.  He  who  drinks  little  is  a  madman,  and 
he  who  drinks  much,  a  demoniac.  Let  every  person  who  loves 
sobriety,  honesty,  or  virtue,  peace  at  home,  or  peace  abroad,  t 
clear  conscience  in  life,  or  consolation  in  death,  come  out  openlv 
on  the  side  of  total  abstinence.  This  is  the  only  wise  or  sate 
course.  I  look  upon  him  who  encourages  intemperance,  as  the 
vilest  of  the  vile.  He  stabs  innocent  children,  and  sends  the 
grief-stricken  wife  and  mother  to  the  grave.  He  turns  orphans 
naked  and  hungry  into  the  street,  while  he  digs  the  grave  of 
their  father.  The  wolf  is  his  sister,  and  the  tiger  his  father.  He 
fattens  upon  the  carcasses  of  his  fellows.  Oh,  when  shall  the 
spell  be  broken,  and  the  delusion  wholly  cease!" 

From  Batoe,  off  the  West  coast  of  Sumatra,  a  gentleman 
writes. 

^^  My  heart  is  sick  unto  death,  with  seeing  the  glass  filled  and 
emptied  before  breakfast,  with  breakfast,  at  eleven  o'clock,  before 
dinner,  with  dinner,  and  continually  after,  till  bedtime.  Wher- 
ever I  have  been  in  India,  wine  is  placed  on  the  table  in  the 
morning;  when  the  table  is  cleared  away,  the  decanter  stand 
of  strong  drink  makes  its  appearance.  With  the  dinner,  wioe 
and  strong  drink  are  abundant ;  and  after  dinner,  again  the  strong 
stuff.  It  was  formerly  so  pernicious  at  Padang,  that  it  obtained 
the  Malay  name  of  Pakoe,  (a  nail)  because  the  people  said  it 
drove  one  more  nail  into  their  coffins.  It  was  pakoe  with  a 
vengance." 
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But  he  adds,  "  The  influence  of  the  American  Temperance 
Society  has  been  felt  here.  It  has  made  the  old  monster  sin, 
tremble  on  bis  throne,  even  in  this  distant  foreign  land.  There 
is  a  state  of  interest  waked  up  that  ought  to  be  cherished  ;  and  a 
spark  kindled  that  ought  to  be  fanned  to  a  flame.  I  dined,  and 
spent  some  time  with  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General;  and 
almost  all  the  time  I  could  spare  from  my  own  business,  was  em- 
ployed by  him  in  making  inquiries  concerning  the  Temperance 
movements  in  the  United  States:  thus  placing  this  great  move- 
ment in  the  Western  hemisphere,  before  all  other  objects.  In 
every  place  where  I  have  not  introduced  the  subject,  the  people 
have  done  it.  Our  Temperance  Ships,  and  Temperance  Cap- 
tains and  Supercargoes,  have  done  wonders.  They  would  be 
astonished  themselves  to  see  how  a  little  seed  of  example^  sown 
by  the  way  side,  has  taken  root,  and  promises  to  bear  fruit  with 
the  luxuriousness  of  an  equinoctial  plant. 

The  spirit  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  majestic  superstruc- 
ture which  is  so  fast  rising  in  the  new  world,  to  the  admiration 
of  the  old,  was  not  merely  a  spirit  of  pcUriotism^  but  a  sister  in  the 
same  family  of  the  other  great  benevolent  institutions,  which  are 
so  many  suns  in  your  Western  hemisphere.  It  was  based  on 
philanthropy.  The  cause  in  which  it  is  enlisted,  is  the  renovation 
of  moralsy  and  the  elevation  of  the  human  mind^  not  only  in  Jimer- 
ica^  but  wherever  it  is  enslaved.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  United 
States,  but  it  must  not  have  its  end,  till  it  has  circumnavigated  and 
blessed  the  entire  world.  And  now  what  can  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society  do  for  India?  It  must  flood  the  country  with 
printed  documents.  They  are  cheap  as  dirt  in  America,  compar- 
ed with  their  price  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  and  there,  they  come 
from  the  warmth  of  feeling  hearts  and  speaking  pens.  Ships  are 
coming  here  continually,  and  they  can  bring  any  quantity.  If  no 
one  else  offers  as  an  agent,  send  them  to  me ;  and  I  will  send 
them  to  every  civil,  military,  and  missionary  station,  and  to  every 
commercial  place  in  which  are  men,  who  can  read  the  English  lan- 
guage. They  are  needed  for  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  learned  and  the  ignorant;  but  most  of  all  for  the /or- 
mer  classes.  We  want  the  whole  system  and  its  blessed  effects, 
spread  out  before  the  people.  They  are  anxious  to  know  what  it 
is,  and  how  it  is.  I  would  advise  that  a  splendidly  bound  set  of  all 
the  Society's  publications,  be  sent  to  bis  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Batavia.  If  the  Society  have  not  funds  to  supply  the 
wants  of  a  bleeding,  suffering  world,  will  not  some  individuals  do 
it?  If  not  gratuitously,  let  them  be  sent  for  sale.  But  I  am  con- 
fident that  when  the  wants  are  known,  I  shall  have  a  supply." 

From  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  one  of  our  countr}'men  writes, 
**A  few  days  ago,  I  gave  a  copy  of  the  Reports  of  the  American 
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Temperance  Society  to  our  consul,  and  finding  last  night  that 
they  had  interested  him  and  his  family,  I  furnished  them  this 
morning  with  another  set,  and  with  some  tracts  for  this  city  and 
Cairo.  His  lady  had  long  been  an  advocate  for  Temperance,  and 
was  now  inspirited  with  new  zeal.  She  determined  that  all  her 
countrymen  who  would,  should  have  an  opportunity  to  read  the 
Reports  at  Alexandria;  and  not  only  so,  but  that  in  Cairo  also, 
they  should  be  furnished  with  them.  At  the  latter  place,  are  a 
large  number  of  English  mechanics,  in  tlie  Pasha's  manufactories, 
under  a  respectable  director  of  their  own  nation.  Many  of  them 
fall  into  lamentable  habits  of  intemperance,  and  thus  sacrifice  their 
health  and  their  life.  She  subsequently  went  to  Cairo,  on  a  visit 
to  her  son,  the  American  agent  there,  and  procured  tlie  readv 
approbation  of  this  director,  to  the  circulation  of  the  Temperance 
publications  among  his  men.  So  deeply  did  the  principles  of 
Temperance,  ultimately  take  root  in  her  own  family,  that  her  hus- 
band poured  out  all  his  stores  of  ardent  spirit,  and  thus  cleared 
his  house  of  the  poison.  It  was  not  a  little  gratifying  to  us  to 
see  our  worthy  national  agent,  enter  so  promptly  into  what,  I 
trust  may  be  called  soon,  if  not  now,  our  national  spirit.  These 
with  similar  facts  that  might  be  named,  seemed  to  us  like  the  first 
glimmering  of  early  dawn  upon  the  long  spiritual  night  of  Eg\-pt." 

Similar  are  the  testimonies  of  intelligent,  reflecting  men,  from 
various  parts  of  the  world.  They  all  unite  in  two  things;  First, 
that  wherever  intoxicating  liquor  is  used  as  a  drink,  it  is  one  of 
the  greatest  and  deadliest  foes  to  die  social,  civil,  and  religious 
interests  of  men: 

Second,  that  wherever  the  truth  with  regard  to  the  nature  and 
effects  of  such  liquor,  as  illustrated  by  facts,  has  been  made 
known,  and  the  benefits  of  abstaining  from  it  been  enforced,  on 
the  part  of  the  friends  of  Temperance,  by  a  united  and  consistent 
example,  the  effect  has  been  surprisingly  extensive  and  beneficial. 
Such  has  been  the  change  of  mental  and  moral  habits,  where  ab- 
stinence from  the  use  of  this  liquor  has  prevailed,  that  not  only 
has  drunkenness  ceased,  but  health,  virtue,  and  happiness,  have 
been  greatly  promoted ;  and  all  means  for  the  promotion  of  the 
good  of  man  have  been  crowned  with  greatly  augmented  success. 
It  has  been  like  the  purifying  of  die  pestilential  atmosphere  of  a 
great  country,  on  the  health  of  the  population.  The  old  plan  of 
operating  on  this  subject,  while  men  continued  to  make,  to  sell, 
and  to  use  the  cause  of  intoxication,  and  labored  only  to  remove 
its  effects,  was,  as  un philosophical,  and  as  absurd,  as  it  would  be, 
to  manufacture,  sell,  and  use  poisonous  miasma,  and  bend  all  our 
efforts,  not  to  prevent  the  Cholera,  but  only  if  possible  to  cure 
it,  after  it  had,  by  tlie  wickedness  of  men,  occurred;  or  for  the 
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GoTemment  to  license  the  dissemination  of  the  cause,  and  then 
to  employ  physicians,  to  try  to  remove  the  effects. 

But  the  present  plan,  which  has  hurst  like  a  new  sun  upon  the 
world,  is,  not  to  generate  the  cause.  Instead  of  making  it  the 
great  object,  to  remove  the  evil  after  it  has  heen  committed,  or, 
while  continuing  the  cause,  to  prevent  only  its  effects,  the  plan  is, 
not  to  commit  the  evil ;  but  to  let  mischief  alone,  before  it  is 
meddled  with.  Then  its  effects  will  have  no  existence.  Let 
this  become  universal,  and  drunkenness,  and  all  its  abominations 
will,  of  course,  for  ever  cease.  The  cessation  of  the  cause,  will 
necessarily  be  followed  by  the  cessation  of  its  effects;  and  their 
cessation  will  be  the  cessation,  and  to  an  untold  extent,  of  innu- 
merable other  evils,  and  the  production  of  good,  pure,  unmixed, 
immeasurable  good,  under  the  influences  of  the  means  of  grace 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  an  extent  which  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived ;  and  to  multitudes,  which  no  man  can  number. 

The  grand  means,  under  Providence,  of  accomplishing  this 
infinitely  glorious  resuh,  is,  it  is  believed,  the  universal  dissemina- 
tion in  all  countries,  and  among  all  classes  of  people,  of  a  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  effects  of  intoxi- 
cating drink.  These  facts  the  American  Temperance  Society, 
and  other  Temperance  societies  and  fi  lends  of  Temperance  have 
for  seven  years  been  collecting ;  and  parts  of  them,  have  from 
year  to  year  been  published  for  the  information  of  the  community. 
The  facts  and  reasonings  hitherto  published,  have  related  princi- 
pally to  the  use  of  Alcohol  in  the  lorm  of  distilled  spirit^  as  that 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  drunkenness  in  the  United 
States.  But  the  same  principles  and  results  will  apply,  other 
things  being  equal,  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor,  of  every  kind, 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Alcohol  which  it  contains,  and  its 
power  to  produce  intoxication. 

The  benefits,  in  all  countries,  from  the  spread  of  information,  so 
far  as  it  has  been  extended,  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ;  and  has  inspired  strong  confidence,  that  could  the 
knowledge  of  the  facts  be  universally  communicated,  and  attend- 
ed, as  we  have  reason  to  expect  that  it  would  be,  with  the  illumi- 
nating and  purifying  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  millions  of  the 
present  generation  may  be  saved  from  the  drunkard's  grave ;  and 
the  drunkenness  of  all  future  generations,  be  prevented. 

The  American  Temperance  Society  have  therefore  resolved  to 
embody  these  facts  in  a  volume  under  the  title  of  "Permanent 
Temperance  Documents;'*  and  in  reliance  on  divine  aid,  and 
the  assistance  of  the  friends  of  humanity,  to  fur;iish  a  copy  of  it, 
as  far  as  practicable,  for  each  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  physician, 
lawyer,  legislator,  and  secretary  of  a  Temperance  Society  ; 
and  also  for  each  young  man  in  all  public  seminaries  of  learning, 
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and  for  each  school  teacher  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
object  is,  to  furnish  the  principles  and  facts  for  all  those  classes  of 
persons  who  may  be  expected  to  communicate,  most  extensively, 
the  knowledge  of  them  to  the  whole  community ;  and  especially 
to  the  young. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  make  extracts  from  the  above  volume,  of 
the  most  interesting  parts,  and  put  them  into  a  smaller  form,  to  be 
called,  '*The  Temperance  Manual,  designed  particularly  for 
all  the  young  men  of  the  United  States.  Depositories  will  be 
opened  in  the  principal  places  throughout  the  country,  from  which 
the  population  may  be  most  conveniently  supplied.  The  friends 
of  Temperance  in  many  of  the  towns,  counties,  and  States,  it  is 
hoped,  will  either  print  it,  or  supply  themselves,  at  cost;  and  the 
avails  will  be  appropriated  to  the  gratuitous  and  more  extensive 
dissemination  of  the  work. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  each  family  of  emigrants  which  has,  or 
may  come  into  the  country,  should  be  supplied  with  a  copy;  and 
that  a  number  of  copies  should  be  furnished  for  each  missionary 
of  all  denominations,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  send  a  copy,  to  a  number  of  distinguish- 
ed, and  philanthropic  individuals,  in  all  countries  ;  accompanied 
with  a  letter,  briefly  stating  what  has  already  been  done  on  this 
subject,  and  suggesting  some  of  the  prominent  benefits,  temporal 
and  eternal,  which,  should  men  cease  to  drink  intoxicating  liquor, 
would  result  to  the  human  race,  and  inviting  a  prompt  and  univer- 
sal cooperation. 

Thus  by  the  press,  and  by  the  living  voice,  the  truth  on  this 
subject,  with  suitable  activity  and  perseverance,  may  become  uni- 
versally known;  and  so  far  as  known,  it  will,  with  the  divine 
blessing,  commend  itself  to  every  inan*s  conscience  in  the  sight 
of  God.  And  although  it  may  not  at  once,  be  so  extensively 
circulated,  and  so  powerful  in  its  influence,  as  to  save  from  per- 
dition every  drunkard,  or  to  save  from  becoming  a  drunkard,  eve- 
ry sober  man,  yet  the  number  of  this  class,  as  "light  and  love" 
are  extended  and  produce  their  appropriate  eflfects,  will,  as  we 
may  hope,  continue  to  lessen  and  to  lessen,  till  the  last  dnmkard 
shall  draw  his  last  breath,  and  not  a  name,  nor  a  footstep,  nor  a 
trace,  nor  a  shadow  of  drunkenness,  shall  again  be  found  on 
the  globe. 

Then  shaD  great  voices  be  heard  in  heaven  saying,  Alleluia; 
for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth.  Peace  shall  flow  as 
a  river,  and  righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Joy  and 
gladness  shall  swell  eveiy  heart,  and  to  the  Author  and  Finisher 
of  all  good  shall  arise,  as  a  cloud  of  incense,  from  the  whole 
earth,  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody. 
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APPENDIX. 


EatraeUfrom  a  Prize  Essay^  by  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  M.  D.  Prpfessor  of  .^watamw 
and  Surgery,  DartmmUh  College  y  JV.  H.;  PresuUnt  of  the  J^etp  Hanmskire  Mei- 
ical  Society  ;  and  FeUow  of  the  American  Academy  vf  Sdencegf  4^.  \re. 

For  the  above  mentioned  Essay,  was  awarded  a  Premium  of  three  hiradre^ 
dollars.  Among  the  distinguished  gentlemen,  of  a  Committee  by  whom  the 
award  was  made,  were  John  C.  Warren,  M.  D.  Pmferaor  of  Anatomy  and  Sur- 
gery,'  Harvard  University,  Boston  ;  Thomas  Sewall,  M .  D.  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Physiolc^y,  Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Parker  Cleave* 
land,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  Bowdoin  College, 
Maine ;  and  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Tale  College, 
New  Haven,  Conn.  The  professional  and  official  character  of  the  above  named 
gentlemen,  will  give  great  weight  to  their  opinion.  The  following  extracts  are 
published  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  attention  of  Medical  men,  and  espe- 
cially ttudenta  of  Medicine,  to  this  momentous  subject ;  and  with  the  hope  that 
all  improper  use  of  a  substance,  which  has  been  so  exceedingly  destractivetothe 
human  family,  may  be  universally  done  away. 

''  Is  there  any  condition  of  the  system  in  health  or  disease,  m  leiUcA  the  use  tf 
mrdeni  spirit  is  indispensable,  and  for  which  there  is  not  an  adequate  stAstitute  f 

Or  the  eflbcts  of  alcohol  as  a  beverage  in  health,  there  ought  to  be  but  one 
opinion.  The  whole  history  of  spirit  drinking,  whether  simple,  or  combined 
with  the  different  ingredients  existing  in  fermented  or  brewed  liauors,  affords 
Abundant  proof  of  its  being  uncongenial  with  the  roost  natur&l  and  he«Jthy  ac- 
tion of  the  bodily  organs.  How  wide  from  the  truth  is  the  notion  that  spirit 
aids  the  stomach  in  ue  process  of  digestion. 

Dr.  Beddoes  observed,  that  'animab  to  whom  he  had  given  spirits  along  with 
their  food,  had  di^^ted  nearlv  one  half  less  than  other  like  animals  to  whom 
none  had  been  given.'     Under  the  habitual  use  of  spirit,  the  daily  dose  may 

£'?e  a  temporary  alleviation  to  the  irritated  nerves  of  the  stomach  already  en- 
ebled,  but  instead  of  conferring  tone  or  vigor  to  that  organ,  it  only  serves  ts 
perpetuate  its  disease  or  debility. 

In  the  case  of  St.  Martin,  a  young  man  into  whose  stomach  through  the  side^ 
a  large  opening  was  lefl  alter  the  healing  of  a  severe  wound,  Dr.  Beaumont  fre- 
quently observed  diseased  appearances ; — as,  red  or  purple  spots  upon  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  from  some  of  which  exuaed  small  drops  of  grumoos 
blood ; — aphthous  or  cankery  patclies  upon  the  same  membrane ;  *  the  gastric 
fluids  mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  ropy  mucus,  and  muco-punilent  matter 
■lightly  tinged  with  blood,  resembling  the  discharge  from  the  bowels  in  some  ea- 
ses of  dysentery.'  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  these  beginniiijes  of  disease  were 
not  always  accompanied  with  external  signs  or  symptoms  of  disorder.  When 
of  considerable  standThg,  however,  these  appearances  were  occasionally  observed 
to  be  attended  with  *  an  uneasy  sensation  and  tenderness  at  the  pK  of^the  stom- 
ach, and  some  dizxiness  and  dimness  and  yellowness  of  vision  on  stooping  down 
and  rising  again,'  also,  with  a  brown  coat  upon  the  tongue,  and  a  slight  sallaw- 
ness  of  tlM9  countenance. 

'  Improper  indulgence  in  eating  and  drinking,'  sa^  Dr.  Beaumont,  *■  has  been 
the  most  common  precursor  of  these  diseased  conditions  of  the  coats  of  the  stom- 
tch.  The  free  use  of  ardent  spirits,  wine,  beer,  or  any  intoxicating  liquor,  when 
continued  for  some  days,  has  invariably  produced  these  morbid  changes.' 

In  evidence  of  the  airectly  poisonous  influence  of  alcohofic  drinks  upon  the 
constitution,  is  the  fact,  that  men  long  accustomed  to  their  daily  use  may  be  ta- 
ken off*  suddenly  and  entirely  from  them,  not  only  without  impairing  the  healthy 


495] 


EIGHTH  REPORT. — 1835. — APPENDIX.         41 


but  with  a  certainty  of  iin{>roying  it.  In  the  summer  of  1829,  Mr.  Powers,  agent 
and  keeper  of  tlie  Penitentiary  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  declared,  that  during  several 
years'  residence  in  that  institution,  he  had  never  known  an  individual  whoM 
health  had  not  been  benefited  by  the  total  abstraction  of  spirit  and  every  other 
stimulant  drink  and  narcotic  from  his  diet.  This  testimony  is  very  importaiit| 
inasmuch  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  when  admittea 
to  that  establishment  are  drinkers  of  alcoholic  liquors,  from  tippling  to  beastly 
drunkenness.  <  These  drinkers,'  said  Mr.  P.  ^  are  generally  very  uneasy  and  ner- 
vous, and  sometimes  greatly  distressed  for  ten  or  fifleen  days  afler  being  pot 
upon  water  as  their  exclusive  beverage ;  but  afler  that  period  they  have  a  good 
appetite,  increase  in  flesh,  and  become  healthy.'  A  considerable  number  are  an- 
ually  received  and  discharged ;  the  average  number  remaining  in  the  peniien* 
tiarvt  was  six  hundred.  I  nave  never  seen  so  large  a  congregation  of  men  to 
healthy  looking  as  these  convicts,  when  they  came  into  the  chapel  on  Sabbath 
morning  to  hear  a  sermon  from  their  chaplam.  Some  of  these  men  were  siz^ 
years  old  when  admitted,  and  were  confirmed  drunkards.  The  evidence  for* 
nished  by  all  our  state  prisons,  where  similar  discipline  is  practised,  is  of  the 
same  character. 

A  wealthy  farmer  in  Sullivan  county.  New  Hampshire,  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  drinking  spirit  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during  the  haying  season  he  often 
used  it  freely.  With  more  than  ordinary  activity  of  mind  and  a  vigorous  bodily 
constitution,  he  attained  the  age  of  seventy  Jive  years;  much  broken  down  and 
decayed  however,  under  occasional  attacks  of  gout,  which  he  called  rheumar 
tism.  At  this  period  he  broke  off  suddenly  and  wholly  from  the  use  of  spirit; 
and  within  two  years,  that  is,  at  the  age  oi  seventy-secen,  he  was  so  mucn  re- 
cruited as  to  appear  several  years  younger,  and  he  assured  me  that  in  the  last 
two  haying  seasons  he  had  accomplished  more  personal  labor  than  in  any  other 
two  haying  seasons  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  expressed  himself  in 
the  most  oecisive  and  energetic  manner  when  remarking  upon  the  effects,  in  hti 
own  case,  of  total  abstinence  from  spirituous  drinks ;  he  had  not  only  not  been 
iniured,  but  had  been  an  unspeakable  gainer  by  the  change.  This  case,  and 
otiiers  like  it,  show  the  futility  of  the  opmion  that  it  is  unsafe  for  persons  of  any 
age  suddenly  to  break  off  the  habit  of  spirit  drinking,  and  that  those  advanced 
in  life  should  either  not  attempt  to  discontinue  it,  or  should  do  it  in  the  moat 
cautious  and  gradual  manner.  The  truth  is,  that  the  effects,  whetlier  immedi- 
ate or  remote,  of  alcohol,  whenever  they  are  so  distinct  as  to  be  estimated,  axe 
always  those  of  an  unnatural,  unhealthy,  or  poisonous  agent ;  and  soon  after 
the  daily  poison  is  withdrawn,  Uie  vital  powers,  relieved  from  their  oppression, 
rally,  the  organs  act  with  more  freedom  and  regularity,  and  the  whole  macliin* 
ery  of  life  exhibits  something  like  a  renovation. 

Spirit  has  been  erroneously  supposed  to  afford  a  protective  influence  against 
the  effects  of  severe  cold.  A  sea  captain  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  informed  me 
that  in  a  memorable  cold  Friday  in  the  year  18 10,  he  was  on  a  homeward  pae- 
8a«re  off  our  coast  not  far  from  the  latitude  of  Boston.  Much  ice  made  o\yon  the 
ship,  and  every  person  on  board  was  more  or  less  frozen,  excepting  two  individ- 
uals, and  they  were  the  only  two  who  drank  no  spirit. 

*  In  1619,  the  crew  of  a  Danish  ship  of  sixty  men,  well  supplied  with  provis- 
ions and  ardent  spirit,  attempted  to  pass  the  winter  in  Hudson's  bay  ;  butji/)y- 
eighl  of  thcin  died  before  spring.  An  English  crew  of  twaity-tico  men,  however, 
destitute  of  ardent  spirit  and  obliged  to  be  almost  constantly  exposed  to  the  cold, 
wintered  in  the  same  bay,  and  only  two  of  them  died,  flight  Englishmen  did 
the  same  in  like  circumstances,  and  all  returned  to  England.  And  four  Russians, 
left  without  spirit  or  provisions  in  Spitzbergen,  lived  there  six  years  and  afler 
wards  returned  hoine.'     Facts  of  tliis  nature  might  be  multiplied  to  any  extent. 

So  far,  also,  from  guarding  the  animal  fabric  against  the  depressmg  and  irri- 
tating effects  of  heat,  spirit  tends  to  produce  inflammatory  diseases.  A  distin- 
guished medical  oflicer,  Marshall,  who  was  subjected  to  great  exertion  and  ex- 
posure in  a  tropical  climate,  observes, '  I  have  always  found  that  the  strongest 
liquors  were  the  most  enervating ;  and  this  in  whatever  quantity  they  were  con- 
sumed :  for  the  daily  use  of  spirits  is  an  evil  which  retains  its  pernicious  char- 
acter tiirough  all  its  gradations  ;  indulged  in  at  all,  it  can  produce  nothing  be^ 
ter  than  a  diluted  or  mitigated  kind  of  mischief.' 

4* 
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Those  ship**  crews  who  now  risit  hot  and  sickly  climates  without  spirit,  have 
an  average  of  sickness  and  mortality  strikingly  less  than  those  who  cootiBiie  the 
use  of  it  as  formerly.  '  The  Brig  Globe,  Captain  Moore,*  says  the  anniTemiy 
Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Temperance  Society  for  1831,  *  baa  lately  retorned 
from  a  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  She  had  on  board  a  crew  often  persons, 
and  was  absent  nearly  eighteen  months.  She  was,  dnring  the  voyage,  in  al- 
most all  the  climates  of  the  world ;  had  not  one  person  sick  on  board,  and 
brought  the  crew  all  back  orderly  and  obedient.  All  these  advantages  Ciuptaio 
Moore  attributes,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  absence  of  spirituous  liquors.  'There 
was  not  one  drop  used  m  all  that  time  ;  indeed  there  was  none  on  board  the  ves- 
sel.' 

To  a  place  among  preventives  of  disease,  spirituous  drinks  can  present  but  the 
most  feeble  claims.  If,  under  occasional  drinking  during  the  period  of  alcoholic 
excitement,  a  temporary  resistance  may  be  given  to  Uiose  morbid  influences 
which  bring  acute  disease,  be  it  occasional  or  epidemic,  that  excitement,  by  the 
immutable  laws  of  vital  action,  is  necessarily  followed  by  a  state  €if  relaxation, 
depression,  or  collapse,  in  which  the  power  of  resistance  is  weakened,  and  thii 
too  in  proportion  to  the  previous  excitement.  In  order  therefore  to  obtain  froa 
alcoholic  stimulus  any  thing  like  a  protective  influence  against  the  exciting 
causes  of  disease,  the  exposure  to  these  causes  must  be  peri<xlical,  precisely  cor- 
responding with  the  stage  of  artificial  excitation.  If,  however,  such  accuracy  of 
adjustment  between  the  powers  of  vital  resistance  artificially  excited,  and  the 
unhealthy  agencies  which  tend  to  produce  disease  be  wholly  impracticable,  then 
the  danger  must  be  increased  by  resorting  under  any  circumstances  to  spirit  as  t 
preservative ;  and  if  nut,  other  articles  would  do  as  well. 

The  best  protection  against  disease  is  derived  from  a  natural,  healthy,  unfloe- 
tuating  state  of  vital  action,  sustained  by  plain  articles  of  nutriment  taken  at  reg- 
ular intervals,  uninfluenced  bv  any  innutritions  stimulus  which  operates  upon 
the  whole  nervous  power.  The  habitual  drinking  of  ardent  spirit  creates  a  mal> 
titude  of  chronic  or  subacute  organic  irritations  and  derangements,  upon  which 
acute  disease  is  most  easily,  nay,  oflen  necessarily  ingrafted  ;  hence  tipplers  and 
drunkards,  exposed  to  the  exciting  causes  of  inflammatory,  epidemic,  and  ccm- 
tagious  diseases,  are  liable  to  an  attack,  and  when  attacked  having  the  vital 
powers  unnecessarily  wasted,  they  die  in  larger  numbers.  These  results  sre 
witnessed  in  epidemic  pleurisies,  lung  fevers,  the  severe  forms  of  inflneoza, 
pestilential  fevers,  and  cholera. 

Most  appalling  evidence  is  afforded  by  the  history  of  this  last  disease,  of  the 
pernicious  mfluence  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  preparing  the  human  constitution 
for  its  attack.  In  India,  Ramohun  Fingee,  a  native  physician,  declares  that 
*  people  who  do  not  take  spiritA  or  opium  do  not  catch  the  disorder,  even  when 
they  are  with  those  who  have  it.'     In  the  army  under  the  command  of  the  Mar- 

auis  of  HastiniTs  in  India,  cunnlsting  oteiifhUfn  thousand  men,  more  than  half  of 
ie  men  died  in  the  first  ttrrJre  (Uiys ;  the  free  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  a 
hot  climate  will  assint  in  explainin;^  this  extraordinary  mortality. 

In  China,  according  to  Dr.  Reiche,  *  the  disease  selected  its  victims  from  among 
such  of  the  i)eople  as  live  in  filth  and  intemperance.' 

Mr.  Huber,  who  saw  21()0  perish  in  twontv-five  days  in  one  town  in  Ruari, 
says, '  It  is  a  most  remarkable  circumstance,  tfiat  persona  given  to  drinking  have 
been  swept  away  like  flies.  In  Tiflis,  containing  20,000  inliabitania,  every  tfrwjiiiSi- 
ard  has  fallen  !  aJl  are  dead — nut  one  Tenutins.' 

A  physician  of  Warsaw  says,  'that  the  disease  spared  all  those  who  led  regn- 
lar  lives,  and  resided  in  healthy  8ituatir>ns ;  whereas  they  whose  constitutions 
had  been  broken  down  by  excess  and  dissipation,  were  invariably  attacked.  Out 
of  one  hundred  individuals  destroyed  by  cholera,  it  was  proved  that  ninety  had 
been  addicted  to  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

In  Paris,  of  the  30,000  persons  destroyed  by  cholera,  it  is  said  that  a  great  pro- 
portion v»ere  intemperate  or  profligate. 

It  has  been  computed  that  '  five-sixths  of  all  who  have  fallen  by  this  disease 
in  Ennrland,  wer&  taken  from  the  ranks  of  the  intemperate  and  dissolute.' 

Dr.  Rhinelander,  who  visited  Montreal  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  there 
in  the  summer  of  1832,  says,  *  that  the  victims  of  the  disease  are  the  intemperaU 
— it  invariably  cuts  them  oft'    In  that  city,  after  there  had  been  twelve  hundrti 
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caaei  of  the  malady,  a  Montreal  joaraal  states,  that '  not  a  drunkard  who  haa 
been  attacked  has  recovered ;  and  almost  all  the  ▼ictims  have  been  at  least  mod- 
erate drinkers.' 

Dr.  Sewall  of  Washing^n  city,  while  on  a  visit  to  the  cholera  hospitals  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  same  season,  writes  to  a  friend,  that '  of  204  cases  of 
cholera  in  the  Park  Hospital,  there  were  only  six  temperate  persons,  and  that 
those  had  recovered  ;  wnile  122  of  the  others,  when  he  wrote,  had  died ;'  and 
that  the  facts  were  *  similar  in  all  the  other  hospitals.* 

In  Albany,  the  same  season,  cholera  prevailed  for  several  weeks,  attended 
with  a  severe  mortality;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  during  its  whole  period, 
it  is  not  known  that  more  than  two  individuals,  out  of  the  five  thousand  mem- 
bers of  Temperance  Societies  in  that  city,  became  its  victims,  while  of  the 
twenty-one  thousand  of  the  rest  of  the  population,  the  number  of  deaths  of 
persons  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  three  hundred  and  thirty -four. 

Water  is  the  natural  and  proper  drink  of  man.  Indeed  it  is  the  grand  beve- 
rage of  organized  nature.  It  enters  largely  into  the  composition  o?  the  blood, 
and  juices  of  animals  and  plants ;  forms  an  important  ingredient  in  tlieir  organiz- 
ed structures,  and  bears  a  fixed  and  unalterable  relation  to  their  whole  vital  econ- 
omy.    It  was  the  only  beverage  of  the  human  family  in  their  primeval  state. 

hi  that  garden,  where  ^rew  ^  every  tree  pleasant  to  the  sight  and  good  for 
food,'  producing  all  the  ricnness  and  variety  of  *  fruit  and  flower'  which  an  om- 
nipotent and  all-bountiful  Creator  could  adapt  to  the  relish  of  his  senses,  and 
the  exigencies  of  his  entire  organization,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  doubted 
that  man  was  in  a  condition  the  best  suited  to  secure  to  him  the  uninterrupted, 
as  well  as  the  highest  and  best  exercise  and  enjoyment,  of  his  physical,  mental, 
and  moral  powers.  His  drink  was  water.  A  river  flowed  from  Paradise.  From 
the  moment  that  river  be^an  to  *  water  the  garden,'  till  the  present,  no  human 
invention  has  equalled  this  simple  beverage;  and  all  the  attempts  to  improve  it 
by  the  admixture  of  other  substances,  whether  alcoholic,  narcotic,  or  aromatic, 
have  not  only  fluled,  but  have  served  to  deteriorate  or  poison  it,  and  render  it 
less  healthful  and  safe. 

Water  is  as  well  adapted  to  man's  natural  appetite,  as  to  the  physical  wants  of 
his  organs.  A  natural  thirst,  and  the  pleasure  derived  rroin  its  gratification, 
were  given  us  to  secure  to  the  vital  machinery  the  supply  of  liquid  necessary  to 
its  healthy  movements.  When  this  natural  thirst  occurs,  no  drink  tastes  so 
good,  and  in  truth  none  is  so  good  as  water;  none  possesses  adaptations  so  exact 
to  the  vital  necessities  of  the  organs.  So  long  as  a  fresh  supply  of  liquid  is  not 
needed,  so  long  tliere  is  not  tne  least  relish  for  water ;  it  oners  no  temptation, 
while  its  addition  to  the  circulating  fluids  would  be  useless,  or  hurtful. 

This  topic  has  been  most  ably  discussed  by  Dr.  Oliver,  as  follows  :  —  *  The 
waste  of  the  fluid  parts  of  our  bodies  requires  the  use  of  drink  to  repair  it,  and 
we  derive  a  sensible  gratification  from  quenching  our  thirst.  What  use  do  we 
make  of  this  fact  ?  Why,  to  try  if  we  cannot  find  something  that  we  shall  take 
pleasure  in  drinking,  whether  we  are  thirsty  or  not ;  and  in  this  search  mankind 
nave  been  remarkably  successful.  To  such  a  degree  indeed  have  we  succeeded 
in  varying  and  increasing  a  pleasure  which  was  designed  by  nature  merely  as 
an  incentive  to  quench  our  thirst,  that  to  quench  thirst  is  become  one  of  the  last 
things  that  people  drink  for.  It  is  seldom  indeed  that  people  in  health  have 
any  natural  thirst,  except  perhaps  afler  exercise,  or  labor  in  a  hot  day.  Under 
all  other  circumstances,  we  anticipate  the  sensation  by  drinking  before  it  comes 
on,  so  as  but  seldom  to  enjoy  the  natural  and  healthful  gratification  of  drinking 
because  we  are  thirsty.  Who  has  not  observed  the  extreme  satisfaction  which 
children  derive  from  quenching  their  thirst  with  pure  water,  and  who  that  has 
perverted  his  appetite  for  drink,  by  stimulating  his  palate  with  bitter  beer,  sour 
cider,  rum  and  water,  and  other  brewages  of  numan  invention,  but  would  be  a 
gainer  even  on  the  score  of  mere  animal  gratification,  without  any  reference  to 
health,  if  he  could  bring  back  his  vitiated  taste  to  the  simple  relish  of  nature. 
Children  drink  because  they  are  dry.  Grown  people  drink,  whetlier  dry  or  not; 
because  they  have  discovered  a  way  of  making  drinking  pleasant.  Children 
drink  water  because  this  is  a  beverage  of  Nature  s  own  brewing,  which  she  has 
made  for  the  purpose  of  quenching  a  natural  thirst.    Grown  people  drink  any 
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thing  but  water,  because  this  fluid  is  intended  to  quench  only  a  Dalora]  tbint, 
and  natural  thirst  is  a  thing  which  thej  seldom  feel. 

<  One  of  the  evils,  though  not  the  only  or  the  greatest  one,  of  jierverting  the 
natural  appetite  of  thirst,  is,  that  it  leaves  us  without  a  guide  to  direct  us  wbeo 
we  need  drink,  and  when  we  do  not.  There  is  no  danger,  it  is  true,  that  thii 
want  will  mislead  us  into  drinking  too  little ;  the  danger  is,  that  we  shall  be 
betrayed  into  drinking  too  much,  t.  e.  when  nature  doc^  not  require  it ;  and 
such  no  duubt  is  frequently  the  case.  If  a  man  is  fond  of  some  particular  driak 
(and  most  people  I  believe  have  their  favorite  liquor,)  he  will  be  tempted  to  take 
it  when  he  does  not  really  need  it  This  consideration  points  out  the  wisdom 
of  nature  in  providing  for  us  a  beverage  which  has  nothing  to  tempt  us  to  drink, 
except  when  we  are  really  thirsty.  At  all  other  times,  water  is  either  perfecdy 
indinerent,  or  it  is  disaurreeable  to  us ;  but  when  we  labor  under  thirst,  i.  e. 
when  nature  requires  drink,  nothing  is  so  deUcious  to  a  pure,  unadulterated 
taste.  VV'^hile  we  adhere  to  this  simple  beverage  we  shall  be  sure  to  have  an 
unerring  prompter  to  remind  us  when  we  really  require  drink ;  and  we  shall  be 
in  no  danger  of  being  tempted  to  drink  when  nature  requires  it  not.  But  the 
moment  we  depart  from  pure  water,  we  lose  this  inestimable  euide,  and  are  left, 
not  to  the  real  instincts  of  nature,  but  to  an  artificial  taste  in  aeciding  on  actioos 
intimately  connected  with  health  and  long  life.  What  is  more  common  than 
for  a  man  to  take  a  glass  of  beer,  or  cider,  or  wine,  or  rum  and  water,  not  be- 
cause he  is  thirsty,  and  really  needs  drink,  but  because  opportunity  makes  it 
convenient,  and  he  thinks  it  will  taste  weU.  And  this  is  true,  not  only  of  fe^ 
mented  or  distilled  liquors,  which  are  directly  injurious  in  other  modes,  but  in  t 
less  degree,  of  any  addition  made  to  pure  water  to  make  it  more  palatable.  Let 
me  not  be  misunderstood.  1  am  far  from  insinuating  that  lemonade,  and  milk 
and  water,  are  hurtful  drinks.  Far  from  it.  But  I  say,  that  in  using  eventbeK 
mild  and  healtliful  beverages  we  lose  one  important  advantage  we  should  deri?e 
from  the  use  of  pure  water  alone.  If  they  are  more  palataBle  to  us  than  water 
(and  otherwise  we  should  have  no  motive  to  use  them,)  we  shall  be  tempted  to 
take  them  otlener,  and  in  greater  quantities  than  is  required  by  nature,  and  may 
til  us  unconsciously  do  ourselves  an  injury.  It  is  rare  for  a  person  to  drink  a 
glass  of  water  when  he  is  not  thirsty,  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  drinking ;  and 
as  thirst  is  the  natural  guide,  if  he  drinks  when  not  thirsty,  he  takes  more  fluid 
than  nature  points  out  as  proper ;  and  so  far  violates  one  of  her  envious  laws. 
But  it  may  be  asked  if  any  injury  can  result  from  drinking  more  than  nature 
absolutely  requires.  Not  perhaps  in  particular  instances,  but  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing more  may  undoubtedly  be  injurious.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  these 
questions  to  say  that  our  Creator  knows  best.  Under  the  ^idanoe  of  the  in- 
stincts  he  has  implanted  in  us  with  regard  to  the  use  of  drink,- we  are  ordioarily 
safe.  But  as  soon  as  we  leave  these,  and  place  ourselves  under  the  direction  of 
our  own  educated  appetites,  we  are  constantly  liable  to  be  led  into  danger.  It 
is  certainly  hurtful  to  drink  habitually  more  than  was  intended  by  nature,  be- 
cause it  imposes  upon  the  constitution  the  task  of  removing  the  excess ;  or  ebe 
it  is  retained  in  the  system,  and  there  may  lead  to  dropsy,  or  some  other  of  the 
consequences  of  plethora,  or  redundance  of  fluids  in  the  system.' 

Dr.  Cullen,  formerly  a  distinguished  professor  of  Medicine  at  Edinborgii, 
after  speakin{r  of  the  general  use  of  water,  both  by  man  and  the  bmto  creation, 
remarks,—^  Simple  water  is,  without  any  addition,  the  proper  drink  of  man- 
kind.' 

Dr.  Gregory,  the  successor  of  Cullen,  in  his  Conspectus  Medicinae  Theoretiee, 
says,  that  *  pure  spring  water,  when  fresh  and  cold,  is  the  most  wholesome  drink, 
and  the  most  grateful  to  those  who  are  thirsty,  whether  they  be  sick  or  well ;  it 
quenches  thirst,  cools  tlie  Iwdy,  dilutes,  and  thereby  obtunds  acrimony — often 
promotes  sweat,  expels  noxious  matters,  resists  putrefaction,  aids  digestion,  and, 
in  fine,  strengthens  the  stomach.' 

Dr.  James  Johnson,  an  eminent  physician  now  residing  in  London,  remarks 
upon  water  as  follows :  <  There  can  be  no  question  that  wator  is  the  best  and  the 
only  drink  which  nature  has  designed  for  man ;  and  there  is  as  little  doubt  bat 
that  every  person  might,  gradually,  or  even  pretty  quickly,  accustom  himself  to 
this  aqueous  beverage.    'The  water  drinker  glides  tranquilly  through  life  without 
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much  exhilaration,  or  depreBsioiiy  and  escapes  many  difleases  to  which  he  would 
otherwise  be  subject.  The  wine  drinker  experiences  short  but  vivid  periods  of 
rapture,  and  long  intervolB  of  gloom  ;  he  is  also  more  subject  to  disease.  The 
balance  of  enjoyment  then,  turns  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  water  drinker,  leav- 
rng  out  his  temporal  prosperity  and  future  anticipations;  and  the  nearer  we 
keep  to  his  regimen,  the  happier  we  shall  be.' 

How  congenial  *is  this  fluia  to  the  human  organization,  adapted  as  it  is  to  it« 
necessities  under  every  variety  of  constitution,  and  vicissitude  of  climate,  from 
the  equator  to  the  artic  circles.  Dr.  Mitchel,  in  reference  to  facts  already  quoted, 
and  otliers  like  them,  respecting  ships'  crews  wintering  in  icy  regions,  says, 'that 
in  all  the  frequent  attempts  to  sustain  the  intense  cold  of  winter  in  the  arctic  re- 
gions, particularly  in  Hudson's  Bav,  Greenland,  and  Spitzbergen,  those  crews 
or  companies  which  had  been  well  supplied  with  provisions  and  liquors,  and 
enabled  thereby  to  indulge  in  indolence  and  free  drinking,  have  generally  per- 
isbed  ;  while  at  the  same  time  the  greatest  number  of  survivors  have  been  uni- 
formly found  among  those  who  were  accidentally  thrown  upon  the  inhospitable 
shores,  destitute  of  food  and  spirituous  liquors,  compelled  to  maintain  an  inces- 
sant struggle  against  the  rigors  of  the  climate  in  procuring  food,  and  obliged  to 
use  water  alone  as  drink.' 

In  hot  climates,  too,  water  is  the  only  safe  drink.  Dr.  M osely,  on  tropica]  dis- 
eases, uses  the  following  language  :  *  I  aver,  from  my  own  knowledge  and  cus- 
tom, as  well  as  from  the  custom  and  observations  of  others,  that  those  who  drink 
nothing  but  water,  or  make  it  their  principal  drink,  are  but  littie  affected  by  the 
climate,  and  can  undergo  the  greatest  fatigue  without  inconvenience.' 

The  Arabs  of  the  desert  are  among  the  most  hardy  of  the  human  race,  endu- 
ring the  greatest  fatigue  and  exposure  under  a  burnmg  sun,  and  their  habitual 
drink  is  water. 

'The  effects  of  water  drinking  in  a  burning  climate  are  well  marked  in  the  fol- 
lowing account,  given  by  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  James  M'Gregor,  of  the  march  in 
Egypt  of  a  division  of  the  British  army  sent  from  Hindostan  to  aid  the  main  ar- 
my in  opposing  the  French  under  Napoleon.  *  Afler  crossing  the  Great  Desert 
in  July  1801,  from  a  difficulty  in  procuring  carriage,  no  ardent  spirit  was  issued 
to  the  troops  in  upper  Egypt.  At  this  time  there  was  much  duty  of  fatigue, 
which,  for  want  of  followers,  was  done  by  the  soldiers  themselves  *,  the  other  du- 
ties were  severe  upon  them  ;  they  were  frequently  exercised,  and  were  much  in 
the  sun ;  the  heat  was  excessive :  in  the  soldiers'  tents  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  stood  at  from  114  degrees  to  11  (^ 
decrees,  but  at  no  time  was  the  Indian  army  so  healthy.' 

Dr.  Johnson,  from  whom  an  opinion  on  the  superiority  of  water  to  wine  as  a 
beverage,  has  already  been  given,  remarks,  in  bis  Tropical  Hygiene,  that  *  it 
mi^ht  appear  very  reasonable  that  in  a  climate  where  ennui  reigns  triumphant, 
and  an  unaccountable  languor  pervades  both  mind  and  body,  we  should  cheer 
our  drooping  spirits  with  the  mirth-stirring  bowl ;  a  precept  which  Hafix  has  re- 
peatedly enjoined.  But  Haffz,  though  an  excellent  poet,  and,  Uke  his  predeces- 
sor, Homer,  a  votary  of  Bacchus,  was  not  much  of  a  physician  *,  ana  without 
doubt  his  "  liquid  riwuy'  as  he  calls  it,  is  one  of  the  worst  of  all  prescriptions  for 
a  **  pensive  heart."  f  remember  a  gentieman  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  CMt.  S.) 
some  years  ago,  who  was  remarkable  for  his  convivial  talents,  and  flow  or  spirits. 
The  first  time  I  happened  to  be  in  a  large  company  with  him,  I  attributed  his  an- 
imation and  hilarity  to  the  wine,  and  expected  to  see  them  flag,  as  is  usual, 
when  the  first  effects  of  the  bottle  were  past  off*;  but  I  was  surpris^  to  find  them, 
maintain  a  uniform  level,  afler  many  youn^r  heroes  had  bowed  to  the  rosy  god. 
I  now  contrived  to  get  near  him  and  enter  into  a  conversation,  when  he  disclosed 
the  secret,  by  assuring  me  he  had  drunk  nothing  but  water  for  many  years  in 
India:  that  m  consequence  his  health  was  excellent — his  spirits  firee — -his  mental 
faculties  unclouded,  although  far  advanced  on  time's  list ;  in  short,  that  he  oould 
conscientiously  recommend  the  '*  antediluvian"  beverage,  as  he  termed  it,  to 
every  one  that  sojourned  in  a  tropical  climate.' 

Facts  and  opinions,  corresponding  with  the  foregoing,  fVom  physicians  and 
others,  might  be  cited  to  a  much  greater  extent,  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary. 
Mot  only  at  the  present  day,  but  in  times  gone  by,  and  even  far  back  up  to  the 
remote  periods  or  regular  medicine,  eminent  physicians  have  commended  w«t«r 
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If  the  best,  or  u  the  only  proper  and  healthfxil  beverage  for  man.  Amonf  them 
may  be  mentioned  Parr,  Cheyne,  ArbuthnOl,  Sydenham,  Haller,  Staw,  Van 
Swieten,  Boerhaave,  Hoffmann,  and  even  Celaas,  Ualen,  and  Hippocrates.  Thne 
were  like  so  many  meteors  shooting  here  and  there  amid  the  darkneas  which 
fur  ages  hung  over  men's  minds ;  but  upon  this  darkness  a  broad  light  has  at 
length  broken,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  a  sure  presage  of  '  perfect  day.  The  ex- 
periment has  been  made  on  a  large  scale,  and  many  thousands  of  witnesses  in 
our  country  may  now  be  referred  to  lor  an  opinion  furnished  by  their  own  per- 
sonal experience,  on  the  effects  of  water  as  the  habitual  and  only  drink.  Mul- 
titudes of  farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers,  sea-faring,  and  professional  men, 
give  their  voice  in  its  favor. 

Of  186  whaling  vessels  belonging  to  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  166  funuah 
no  spirits  for  their  crews;  and  the  uniform  opinion  of  the  owners  and  captains 
of  these,  as  well  as  of  merchant  vessels  in  different  porta,  as  furnished  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society  is,  that  the 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks  for  sea-faring  men  in  any  climate,  and  under  any 
circumstances,  are  not  necessary,  but  injurious;  and  they  assert  that  observatim 
and  ex(>erience  prove  that  sailors  are  more  healthy,  more  orderly,  and  pefform 
their  duty  altogether  better  without  these  liquors.  Vide,  *■  Testimony  of^  Amer- 
ican merchants  and  sea  captains.' — American  Qttarterly  Temperance  Magezim 
for  Aujnist,  1834. 

So  fully  impressed  are  commercial  men  with  the  belief  that  disasters  at  sea  are 
very  of^en  connected  with  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  that  an  insuraiMX 
company  in  Boston,  and  more  recently  all  the  marine  insurance  companies  in 
New  York,  in  all  amounting  to  ten,  have  engaged  to  return  five  per  cent  oa 
the  premium  of  every  vessel  navigated  without  spirit. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  underwriters,  held  at  the  office  of  the  American 
Insurance  Company,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  second  of  October,  1834, 
it  was 

Resohed,  That  the  different  marine  insurance  companies  in  the  city  of  New 
York  will  allow  a  deduction  of  five  per  cent  on  the  net  premiums  wkich  may 
be  taken  afler  this  date  on  all  vessels,  and  on  vessels  together  with  their  ontfiti, 
if  on  whaling  and  sealing  voyages,  terminating  without  loss,  provided  the  master 
and  mate  make  affidavit,  after  the  termination  of  the  risk,  that  no  ardent  spiiiti 
had  been  drunk  on  board  the  vessel  by  the  officers  and  crew  during  the  voyafe 
or  term  for  which  the  vessel  or  outfits  were  insured. 

Willi 4M  NxiLsoif,  President 

Waller  R.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Board.' 

Vide,  American  Quarterly  Temperance  Magazine  for  November,  1634. 

As  a  vehicle  for  medicinal  agents,  alcohol  has  held  a  diatinffuished  place.  Aa 
extensive  list  of  tinctures^  or  spirituous  infusions  of  vegetable  articles,  and  ^ 
alcoholic  solutions  of  mineral  substances,  is  still  found  iii  our  dispenaatoriea 
In  a  highly  scientific  work  of  this  kind,  lately  published  in  this  country,  there 
are  given  the  metliods  of  preparing  about  one  hundred  and  fiily  tinctures! 

The  tonic  barks,  and  roots,  and  woods,  impart  more  or  less  their  medicinal 

i>roperties  to  distilled  spirit;  and  thus  imparted,  these  properties  are  preserved 
or  a  considerable  len^h  of  time.  Of  these  preparations,  however,  :t  may  be 
observed,  that  the  spirit  of)en  so  modifies  the  impression  made  upon  the  stom- 
ach, brain,  or  blood  vessels,  as  to  prevent  their  being  given  in  doses  sufficient 
for  the  objects  intended.  This  is  the  case  in  certain  forms  of  gastric  and  intes- 
tinal irritation,  accompanied  with  an  unnatural  irritability,  not  only  of  the  gan- 
glionic nerves,  but  of  those  belonging  to  the  cerebro-spinal  system.  Cases  not 
unfrequently  occur  where  the  decoction  or  watery  infusion  of'^the  Peruvian  bark 
is  altogether  preferable  to  the  tincture ;  and  perhaps  there  is  never  a  case  in 
which  some  preparation  of  quinia,  as  the  sulphate  for  example,  is  not  decidedly 
better  for  the  patient  tlian  any  alcoholic  infusion  of  the  bara. 

The  spirituous  preparations  of  opium  are  in  many,  if  not  in  all  cases,  inferior 
to  the  black  drop.  The  stomach  has  been  known,  m  a  state  of  great  irritabihty 
after  excessive  vomiting,  to  retain  the  black  drop,  or  one  of  the  salts  of  mat- 
phia,  when  the  tincture  of  opium  was  peraeveringly  rejected. 
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In  those  caies  of  excewive  irritability  of  the  stomach,  accompanied  with 
spasms  of  its  muscular  coat,  and  also  that  of  the  intestines,  in  which  external 
anodyne  applications  are  indicated,  the  warm  black  drop  upon  tlie  abdomen,  or 
the  (dry)  acetate  of  morphia  applied  to  a  blistered  surface,  is  altogether  more 
efficient  than  the  tincture  of  opium.  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  a  much  hap- 
pier effect  from  the  simple  acetous  solution  of  opium  locally  applied,  than  from 
the  spirituous  solutions,  in  relieving  the  agonizing  pain  of  phlegmasia  dolens. 

The  medicinal  qualities  of  the  tonic  and  narcotic  vegetables  may  be  preserv- 
ed without  decay  in  the  form  of  the  elegant  preparations,  which  owe  their  exist- 
ence to  the  perfection  in  chemical  processes  invented  in  our  own  times;  and  these 
preparations  may  be  employed  without  alcoholic  or  any  other  admixtures  which 
would  serve  to  modify  or  impair  their  effects.  The  materia  medica  then  would 
sustain  no  loss  if  alcohol  were  wholly  given  up  as  a  vehicle  for  these  classes  of 
medicines.  The  same  is  true  of  its  combination  with  the  active  principle  of  the 
Spanish  fly.  This  article  fields  to  water  and  to  vinegar  its  active  properties. 
A  strong  vinegar  of  flies  is  a  better  vesicant  than  tlie  alcoholic  infusion  ;  and 
the  chemical  extract  named  cantharidin  unites  readily  with  oil  as  a  vehicle,  and 
in  this  form  may  be  most  conveniently  employed  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
blister. 

The  essential  oils,  the  balsams,  and  the  resins,  may  unite  with,  or  become  dif- 
fused in  water  by  the  aid  of  sugar  and  gum  arabic,  or  by  the  admixture  of  am- 
monia, where  this  can  be  done  without  too  far  modifying  their  medicinal  effects. 

These  mixtures,  called  emulsions^  admit  of  the  medicinal  article  being  taken 
at  any  requisite  degree  of  dilution.  They  are  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  tlie  al- 
coholic solutions,  inasmuch  as  these  last  are  precipitated  in  the  form  of  a  white 
or  brown  cloud,  or  in  a  mass  of  small  globules  the  moment  they  are  thrown 
into  water,  and  are  thus  less  equably  diffused  in  the  water  Uian  when  combined 
with  it  through  the  medium  of  sugar,  or  some  other  suitable  article.  Camphor 
may  be  very  effectually  comminuted  and  diffbsed  in  water  by  rubbing  it  with 
cdcined  magnesia,  and  adding  water  slowly.*  This  is  a  more  uniform  mixture, 
and  more  convenient  for  internal  exhibition,  than  can  be  made  by  mixing  the 
spirituous  solution  with  water. 

The  emulsions  then  of  these  articles,  as  medicines  to  be  taken  into  the  stom- 
ach, are  decidedly  preferable  to  the  alcoholic  solutions,  or  tinctures,  as  they  are 
called.  If  an  attempt  be  made  to  swallow  these  tinctures  without  dilutingr  mem, 
they  are  not  only  found  too  pungent,  or  acrid,  but  they  are  at  once  precipitated 
by  the  fluids  of  the  mouth  and  Uiroat;  and  when  the  tincture  of  guaiacuin  or 
of  tolu  is  taken,  the  resinous  matter  is  at  once  spread  out  upon  the  surface  of 
the  tongue  and  mouth,  in  the  form  of  an  adhesive  coating  of  varnish,  which  is 
dislodged  with  difficulty. 

As  a  remedy  itself,  in  various  forms  of  disease  alcoholic  stimulus  has  long 
been  regarded  with  high  crmsideration.  In  the  slight  departures  from  the  equa- 
ble healthy  hving  actions  of  the  body,  marked  by  exhauotion  from  fatigue,  loss 
of  blood,  hunger,  thirst,  and  exposure  to  great  heat  or  cold,  which  approach  the 
state  of  syncope  or  fainting,  some  kind  of  intoxicating  liquor  is  generally  re- 
sorted to  as  if  it  were  the  only  remedy;  but  in  some  of  these  states  this  kind  of 
stimulus  is  not  quite  safe,  and  in  none  of  them  is  it  absolutely  necessary. 

A  draught  of  bland  liquid,  as  simple  water,  or  sweetened  water,  or  milk  and 
water,  or  cocoa,  or  some  other  simple  nutritious  substance,  as  some  liquid  fari- 
naceous preparation,  or  the  pulpy  or  juicy  part  of  fruits ;  or  the  tea  of  some 
aromatic  nerb ;  or  a  drop  or  two  of  one  of  the  essential  oils,  as  those  of  the  mint 
tribe,  diffused  in  water  by  the  aid  of  sugar,  or  a  small  dose  of  carbonate  of  am- 
monia ;  or  simple  ammonia  well  diluted  with  water — taken,  one  or  more  of 
them,  at  a  temperature  suited  to  the  state  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  circulation, 
and  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  wiU  accomplish  every  good  purpose  of  alcohol- 
ic stimulants,  and  in  most  cases  with  less  exposure  oi  some  of  the  functions  to 
undue  or  dangerous  excitation.  In  the  prostration,  for  example,  occasioned  by 
lonff  exposure  to  cold,  the  introduction  of  a  stimulus  so  exciting  and  unconge- 
nial as  distilled  spirit  into  the  stomach,  makes  an  impression  upon  its  nerves  too 
strong  and  unnatural,  and  a  transition  from  a  state  of  languor  and  exhaustion 
to  that  of  activity,  too  sudden  to  comport  with  an  economical  expenditure  of 

*  ( Camphor  is  lolable  in  itroog  acetic  acid.*— 7^m«r'«  Chemistry. 
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tke  Tittl  power,  tendinis  to  create  a  prediapoaitioii  to  aoine  form  of  diaeaM,  if 
not  speedily  to  excite  it. 

Captain  Harding  gives  hii  own  experience  as  follows  :  '  In  answer  to  yoor 
eighth  question,  I  say,  that  when  I  was  in  the  habit  of  using  ardent  spirits  when 
wet  and  fatigued  at  sea,  on  going  below  to  refresh  and  shiu  myself,  I  tboufht  a 
litUe  tnddy  was.  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  taking  cold  ;  but  now  that  I  am 
more  than  iidy  years  old,  I  can  get  wet,  cold,  and  fat^ued,  go  below  and  put  oo 
dry  clothes,  and,  if  thirsty,  take  a  drink  of  water,  and  feel  no  inconvenieiioe 
whatever;  so  that  in  this  case  I  answer  from  actual  experience. 

SAMUEL  HARDING,  master,  ship  Romulus,  of  Brunswick,  Me.' 

Vide  Letter  to  Mr.  Delavan,  American  Quarterly  Temperance  Magazine  for 
August,  1834. 

In  a  complete  8ync4ypt,  or  fainting  fit,  cold  water  dashed  upon  the  head  uhI 
face;  ammonia,  or  some  essential  oil,  or  both,  passed  into  the  nostrils,  or  into 
the  mouth  and  throat,  will  do  more  than  any  preparation  of  alcohol,  towards  a 
speedy  and  effectual  resuscitation. 

Ammonia  and  the  essential  oils  exert  an  agency  different  in  kind  from  that 
made  by  alcohol.  If  in  a  sense  they  are  dijfusibU,  their  impressions  being  read- 
ily transmitted  from  one  part  to  another,  they  are  not  intoxicajing.  They  seem 
to  stimulate  the  brain  only  indirectly,  perhaps  through  the  medium  of  a  sliffhtly 
increased  action  of  the  blood-vessels,  causing,  like  muscular  exertion,  a  brisker 
motion  of  the  blood  in  the  brain ;  but  they  do  not  make  the  same  apparently 
direct,  unnatural,  poisonous,  bewildering,  and  exhausting  impression  upon  the 
whole  power  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  as  that  which  is  derived  from  alcoholic 
stimulus. 

In  dyspepsyj  the  alcoholic  treatment  is  now  fortunately  almost  univeisallj 
abandoned.  Experience  has  at  length  taught  physicians  that  the  irritations,' 
chronic  or  subacute,  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  the  capri- 
cious excitements  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the  slight  but  obstinate  deviations 
from  the  healthy  standard  in  the  circulation,  may  he  more  easily  and  perma- 
nently controlled,  under  the  influence  of  a  plain  diet,  suitable  clothing,  bathinf , 
frictions,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  proper  hours  for  sleep,  and  a  light  and  agree- 
able occupation  of  the  mind,  than«  under  the  use  of  any  kind  of  intoxicating 
drinic,  in  any  manner  administered. 

In  strumous  constitutions,  and  under  the  local  developments  of  strofitU,  v- 
dent  spirit  was  formerly  employed.  But  who,  at  this  day,  would  think  of  plac^ 
ing  it  m  competition  with  the  preparations  of  iodine,  employed  at  the  hospital 
of^St.  Louis  in  Paris,  and  in  other  places,  joined  with  proper  diet,  bathing,  fric- 
tions, exercise,  air,  &c.? 

In  the  whole  range  of  nervous  diseases j  alcohol,  in  any  shape,  is  entitled  to 
but  very  limited  confidence.  It  seems  to  be  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  better 
than  to  cause  a  transient  alleviation,  while  its  ultimate  effects  are  pemicioot; 
wih  the  exception  perhaps  of  that  state  of  the  brain  and  nerves  exempUfied  in 
iraumalic  tetanus^  which  requires  a  narcotic  influence.  For  this  purpose  \he 
combinations  of  morphia,  either  internally  given,  or  externally  applied,  espe- 
cially to  a  blistered  surface,  are  to  be  preferred.  A  tonic  or  sustaining  power  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disorder  may  better  be  derived  from  the  judicious  use,  in 
addition  to  the  morphia,  of  some  vegetable  tonic,  as  the  sulphate  of  quints, 
joined  perhaps  with  carbonate  of  ammonia,  than  from  spirituous  drinks. 

In  inflammations f  whether  deep-seated  or  superficial,  tlie  vascular  and  nervous 
irritations  are  usually  observed  to  be  increased  by  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors, 
sometimes  a  soothing  effect  is  seen  to  follow  the  application  of  spirit  to  id 
inflamed  part.  But  now  is  this  accomplished,  if  the  internal  exhibition  of  it 
be  pernicious.'  Without  much  doubt,  by  the  great  abstraction  of  morbid  hnt 
caused  by  the  rapid  evaporation  of  the  spirit  from  the  inflamed  part,  and  by  its 
anodyne  or  stupifying  influence,  which  is  ultimately  exerted  upon  the  irritated 
nerves,  unremittingly  drenched  in  it  by  its  persevenng  application.  The  brain, 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  nerves  not  directly  involvea  in  the  inflammaticm, 
receive  but  a  slight  impulse  from  the  spirit  so  circumscribed  in  its  appUcatioir; 
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the  morbid  Impression  they  maj  receive  from  the  medicine  being  more  *^n 
compensated  for  by  the  dimination  of  local  heat  and  irritation. 

The  persevering  local  use  of  alcohol  appears  to  enfeeble,  as  it  mifht  be  expec- 
ted to  do,  tlie  vital  powers  of  the  part,  while  water  may  be  applied  for  any  length 
of  time  required  by  tlie  inflammation,  without  an  undue  local  exhaustion  of 
vitality. 

In  a  case  of  simple  fracture  of  the  leg  of  a  boy,  several  years  ago,  in  which 
common  spirit  diluted  with  water  was  locally  emoloyed  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
there  was  m  five  weeks  so  slight  a  union  of  the  fracture  that  a  very  small  force 
broke  it  down.  This  effect  seemed  fairly  to  be  attributable,  chiefly  at  least,  to 
the  influence  of  the  spirit,  in  part  over  and  above  what  resulted  from  tlie  escape 
of  heat  by  ev^aporation  ;  especially  as  the  limb  was  so  covered  as  to  prevent  the 
sensation  of  cold,  the  fragments  were  kept  in  undisturbed  contact,  and  the  gen- 
eral health  was  pretty  good.  A  considerable  number  of  surgeons  at  the  present 
day  prefer  simple  water  to  every  other  lotion  for  the  purpose  of  moderatmg  ex- 
cessive excitement  in  local  inflammation. 

In  the  treatment  of  gan^tne^  intoxicating  drinks  bear  no  comparison  with 
opium  or  the  salts  of  morphia,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  sulphate  of  quinia. 

To  the  morbid  conditions  of  the  system  in  fevers,  alcohol,  as  a  remedial  agent, 
is  far  from  being  well  adapted.  It  bears  no  comparison  witli  the  sulphate  of 
quinia  as  an  article  suited  to  break  up  the  morbid  associatiuiis  in  intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers  after  suitable  evacuations. 

In  the  apyrexia^  or  remission  of  the  paroxysm  of  continued  fecer,i\\eTe  are 
probably  but  few  physicians  in  our  country  who  have  seen  a  large  febrile  prac- 
tice the  last  twenty-five  years,  who  have  not  had  occasion  to  regret  its  unfa- 
vorable eflects.  Under  the  stimulant  practice,  trains  of  morbid  symptoms  are 
often  aggravated,  new  centres  of  irritation  established,  and  which,  if  not  sufli- 
cient  to  destroy  the  patient,  prolong  the  period  of  tlie  kwetj  and  frequently  cause 
relapses,  or  a  Imgering  and  interrupted  convalescence.  In  the  occasional  states 
of  depression  occurring  in  continued  fever,  those  internal  stimulants  should  be 
preferred,  if  any  be  used,  which  exhaust  the  nervous  power  less  than  the  intoxi- 
cating articles.  In  this  connection  may  be  named  the  carbonate  of  ammonia, 
camphor,  and  some  of  the  essential  oils. 

In  the  collapse  and  prostration  of  cholera  the  spirit  practice  is  now  very  gen- 
erally acknowledged  to  have  been  unfortunate.  Indeed  it  would  have  been  re- 
markable if  an  article  which  so  strongly  predisposes  to  this  disease  as  alcoholic 
stimulus  should  have  proved  to  be  its  best  remedy.  The  evidence  of  the  mis- 
chievous eflects  of  spirituous  drinks  in  cholera  is  too  generally  difliised  to  require 
its  iK'ing  introduced  here  in  a  formal  manner.  Ice,  cold  water,  or  even  ice  in 
small  bits,  swallowed  at  short  intervals,  may  be  more  relied  on  for  allaying  the 
deadly  nausea  of  cholera  than  any  form  of  intoxicating  liquor.  For  the  purpose 
of  restoring  the  strength  in  the  debility  which  follows  acute  disease,  is  alcohol 
necessary  f 

If  the  fever  or  inflammation  have  been  early  treated  with  the  proper  evacu- 
ants,  and  the  progress  duly  w^atched,  and  local  deU^rminations  prevented  or  ob- 
viated, tlie  debility  which  remains  on  the  subsidence  of  tiie  disease  is  easily  re- 
moved. The  patient  may  be  greatly  reduced  in  strenffth,  but  when  free  from 
disease,  his  convalescence  is  rapid  under  the  most  sim|>le  treatment.  But  when 
the  stimulant  plan  has  been  perscverinirly  pursued  witli  a  view  to  remove  the 
disease,  or  the  debility  subsequent  to  it,  now  oft;cn  if  tlie  constitution  can  resist 
the  action  both  of  the  disease  and  the  medicines,  is  the  patient  observed  to  lin- 
ger for  weeks,  and  perhaps  months,  before  his  healUi  is  re-established  ;  and  how 
oflen  is  he  subjected  to  some  new  form  of  disease,  either  subacute  or  clironic,  or 
perhaps  both  in  succession ;  a  cou^h,  or  dilficult  breathing  from  bronchial  or 
thoracic  irritation  or  eflusion,  an  entccbled  and  irregular  action  of  tlie  alimcntive 
organs,  a  swollen  limb,  &c.  In  illustration  of  these  remarks,  Uie  following 
sketches  of  actual  cases  are  given,  the  facts  of  which  may  be  fully  relied  on. 

Dr.  R.,  oBt.  twenty-five,  possessing  a  good  constitution,  had,  in  February  1806, 
a  severe  typhus  fever  which  showed  symptoms  of  crisis  on  the  twentieth  day. 
He  took,  early  in  the  disease,  purgative  doses  containing  calomel,  and  ailerwards 
small  doses  at  short  intervals  of  the  same  article,  which  in  ten  or  twelve  days 
occasioned  a  slight  soreness  of  the  mouth ;  soon  afier  this,  apthee  being  observed 
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in  the  throat,  hark  and  wine  were  proKribed.  The  bark  however  was  soon 
omitted  on  account  of  the  ^at  diatreas  it  seemed  to  have  occasioned  at  the  pit 
of  the  stomach,  but  the  wine  was  continued.  Iti  three  or  four  days  after  the 
symptoms  of  crisis  were  observed,  a  cough  arose  which  was  very  troublesome 
ror  about  a  week,  but  as  it  subsided  a  swelling  attended  with  pain  and  Jieat 
seized  the  whole  lefl  lower  limb.  In  six  weeks  from  the  attack  of  the  fever  the 
patient  bcffan  by  the  aid  of  a  staff  to  hobble  out  of  his  chamber.  The  sweUiog 
of  the  limb,  however,  although  bandaging  was  employed  for  several  weeks,  was 
never  wholly  removed  ;  and  from  tliat  day  to  the  present,  upwards  of  twentj- 
sevcn  years,  the  leg  has  exhibited  a  varicose  state  of  its  superficial  veins,  and 
the  whole  limb  including  the  foot  has  been  larger  and  less  viffr)rous  than  tbe 
other,  proving  that  its  organization  was  permanently  affected.  Before  the  fever, 
and  until  afler  the  crisis,  this  limb  was,  in  the  estimation  of  the  patient,  as  sound 
in  every  respect  as  the  other.  If  in  this  case  the  processes  of  nature  had  ncA 
been  interfered  i^Hth  by  an  unnatural  excitation  of  the  nerves  and  bloodvesseh, 
is  it  probable  that  any  form  of  local  disease  would  have  shown  itself  simply  as 
the  effect  of  the  fever  ?  One  result  rather  inconvenient  to  the  patient  as  be  has 
oflen  remarked,  of  the  use  of  wine  dunng  his  convalescence  was  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  strong  relish  for  that  beverage  which  he  had  neve^  before  felt,  and 
which  at  various  periods  since  it  has  required  some  effort  properly  to  control. 

*  Mr.  F.,  fet.  eighteen,  tall,  and  of  fair  complexion,  having  I  believe  always 
enjoyed  good  healtli,  was  attacked  witli  continued  fever  in  autumn.  He  was 
bled  repeatedly,  and  took  purgatives  and  antiinonials.  At  the  end  of  the  second 
week  it  was  thought  that  ne  would  bear  tonics.  Mild  articles  were  resorted  tn, 
and  continued  about  a  week.  The  symptoms  remaining  nearly  the  same,  sul- 
phate of  quinia  and  wine  were  prescribed.  In  a  few  days  he  had  cough  and  dilli- 
cult  breathing,  witli  symutoms  of  effusion  in  the  chest.  Auscultation  readily 
detected  a  fluid  in  the  right  cavity.  Blisters  and  diuretics  with  active  cathartirs 
were  now  employed.  lie  was  soon  relieved,  and  in  about  a  week  his  symptoms 
were  very  much  as  when  he  began  to  take  tlie  wine  and  quinia,  excepting  thai 
the  debility  was  greater.  Wine  aud  the  sulphate  of  quinia  were  again  given,  and 
soon  the  same  train  of  symptoms  appeared  as  before,  with  an  effusion  of  fluid,  in 
the  lefl  cavity  of  the  chest.  Under  tiie  use  of  diuretics  and  blisters,  these  symp- 
toms were  removed. 

A  third  time  the  wine  and  quinia  were  resorted  to,  and  the  result  was  a  swell- 
ing cf  one  of  the  lower  limbs  with  heat  and  pain,  resembling  somewhat  the 
appearances  in  phlegmasia  dolena.  All  tonics  and  stimulants  were  now  laid 
aside,  and  at  a  time  when  he  was  unable  to  turn  himself  in  bed.  A  mild  diet 
was  now  prescribed,  together  with  ablutions  and  frictions  ;  and  he  very  graduallv 
and  uniformly  recovered,  so  as  to  have  acquired  a  tolerable  degree  of  lieaith  iii 
about  four  montlis. 

In  the  course  of  the  treatment,  valerian,  carbonate  of  soda,  carbonate  of  am- 
monia, camphor,  serpentaria,  and  sulphuric  acid,  were  employed.  We  varied 
tbe  combination  of  the  medicines  a  great  many  times ;  a  measure  which  seemed 
to  be  rendered  necessary  by  sickness  at  the  stomach  which  invariably  followed 
each  combination  in  a  day  or  two.  At  the  time  when  he  rejected  stimulants, 
and  in  fact  all  medicines,  he  could  retain  articles  of  food.' 

Mr.  M.  tet.  twenty-five,  of  a  fine  constitution,  had  remittent  fever.  Jn  one 
full  day  of  his  sickness,  tliat  is  in  twenty-four  hours,  he  took  three  pints  of 
brandy,  and  in  addition,  a  small  pill  of  opium  every  two  hours,  besides  a  small 
dose  of  sulphate  of  quinia  at  the  same  interval  tlirough  the  night,  ^furit  wu 
taken  freely  for  several  days,  although  the  quantity,  as  well  as  that  of  the  opium 
and  quinia,  cannot  be  vouched  for.  Two  years  afler  this  sickness  the  patient 
had  not  recovered  his  health,  but  was  still  feeble,  with  impaired  digestion,  and 
swollen  limbs. 

But  there  are  agents  of  higher  importance  than  alcohol  or  fermented  liquors, 
which  may  safely  be  employed  to  sustain  the  sinking  powers  in  fevers,  and  to 
restore  tlie  lost  strengtli  after  tliey  have  subsided. 

Of  these,  the  first  to  be  named  is  pnre  air.  '  I  believe,'  says  Mr.  James  in 
his  valuable  work  on  inflammation,  *  there  is  no  poison  more  injurious  than  foul 
air— no  restorative  more  eflieetual  than  pure  air;  and  it  runs  no  risk  of  dis- 
ordering the  digestive  organs,  as  bark  oflen  does,  or  stimulating  the  vessels  too 
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much,  like  wine.*  The  reBtorative  powers  of  the  blood  depend  on  iti  parity, 
and  the  purity  of  this  fluid  cannot  be  secured  without  pure  air ;  hence  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  the  most  strict  and  persevering  attention  to  ventilation  and 
cleanliness. 

Another  agent  is  water.  This  is  the  proper  beverage  when  a  beverage  is 
needed.  Nothing  is  so  grateful  in  the  thirst  of  fever,  and  nothing  so  ^^ood ;  and 
its  febrifuge,  as  well  as  tonic  or  invigorating  power,  judiciously  applied  to  the 
surface  of  the  body  is  most  striking.  Either  pure,  or  impregnated  with  soap,  or 
saline  substances,  it  may  be  used  by  way  of  affusion,  ablution,  or  sponging,  at  a 
temperature  warm,  cool,  or  cold,  according  to  circumstances.  The  successful 
use  of  cold  water  by  Dr.  Currie  applied  to  the  body  in  fevers  is  well  known. 

Dr.  Robert  Jackson,  speaking  of  the  fevers  of  Jamaica,  says,  that  *  after  obvi- 
ating particular  symptoms  of  a  fatal  tendency,  it  was  the  principal  indication  to 
support  the  general  powers  of  life,  or  to  excite  the  tone  and  vigor  of  the  system.' 
For  this  pui pose  he  mentions  *  cold  bathing'  as  *  the  most  important  remedy 
in  the  cure  ot  the  fevers  of  the  West  Indies.'  For  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
prostration  and  languor  accompanying  a  form  of  fever  prone  to  attack  foreigners 
arriving  in  hot  climates,  he  observes,  that  *  the  principal  trust  was  placed  in 
warm  and  cold  bathing,  which  under  proper  management  seldom  failed  of 
answering  every  expectation  completely,  or  of  spc^edily  removing  the  chief  symp- 
toms of  danger.'  This  gentleman  was  in  the  habit  of  frequently  impregnating 
the  water  strongly  with  common  salt. 

Oilen  have  I  witnessed  in  fits  of  distressing  prostration,  joined  sometimes 
with  great  irritability  of  the  nerves,  both  during  and  afler  the  subsidence  of  the 
severity  of  acute  disease,  a  far  more  refreshing  and  invigorating  effect  from 
sponging  the  head,*  body  and  limbs  with  simple  water,  or  weak  warm  soap- 
suds, followed  by  gentle  friction,  than  from  any  doses  of  spirit,  wine,  or  porte^ 
I  have  ever  seen  ^ministered.  It  is  a  striking  remark  of^  the  celebrated  Hoff- 
man, that  if  there  be  in  nature  a  universal  remedy,  that  remedy  is  water. 

Among  the  means  of  restoring  the  strength,  one  of  great  value  is  ezercisei 
especially  in  the  open  air.  Indeed  there  seems  to  be  no  adequate  substitute  for 
this  remedy.  Who  has  not  felt  its  invi^rating  effects .'  Dr.  Jackson,  already 
quoted,  observed  the  most  happy  effects  m  the  restoration  of  the  bodily  powers 
reduced  by  yellow  fever,  from  his  patients,  when  too  weak  to  raise  their  heads, 
being  carried  out  daily  in  carts  or  wa^ns.  Passive  exercise  in  the  sick  cham- 
ber, or  the  removal  from  it  to  an  adjoining  room  on  a  truckle-bed  or  chair,  may 
be  made  very  useful  to  the  sick  patient,  when  his  strength  is  too  much  reduced 
to  admit  of  his  being  carried  abroad. 

In  addition  to  the  common  articles  of  plain,  unstimulating  food,  may  be  men-' 
tioned  as  an  important  restorative  agent,  fVesh,  ripe  fruit.  This,  especially  if 
acidulo-saccharine  and  juicy,  oflen  presents  to  the  stomach  precisely  the  stima- 
lu9  it  craves,  and  may  be  borne  when  spirit  and  wine  cannot  be  taken  without 
'disturbing  the  circulation.  The  man  who  shall  invent  a  cheap  and  easy  method 
of  preserving  without  decay  the  well  ripened,  juicy,  and  pulpy  fruits,  will  be 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  succeeding  ^nerations.  Could  the  grape,  instead  of 
being  manufactured  into  wine,  be  carried  fresh  and  distributed  freely  in  distant 
countries,  in  place  of  the  intoxicating  liquor  with  which  it  now  supplies  them,  an 
unspeakable  amount  of  health  and  comfort  would  result  to  the  human  family. 

With  prescribed  attention  to  ventilation,  cleanliness,  ablutions,  and  frictions, 
plain,  nourishing  food,  including  oflen  fresh  fruits,  joined  with  early  and  perse- 
vering exercise,^  have  known  patients  to  recover  with  a  rapidity  greater  than  I 
remember  to  have  observed  from  any  use  whatever  of  intoxicating  drinks  and 
narcotics. 

Under  a  more  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  functions  of  life,  and  with  the 
influences  exertea  upon  it  by  remedial  agents,  may  it  not  be  hoped  that  the  pe- 
riod will  arrive  when  not  only  ardent  spirit,  but  all  intoxicating  liquors,  will  be 
regarded  as  not  absolutely  necessary  in  the  practice  of  physic  or  surgery  .'  It 
may  perhaps  be  worth  remarking,  that  throughout  the  wide-spread  kingdoms  of 
animal  and  vegetable  nature,  not  a  particle  of  alcohol  in  any  form  or  combinap 
tion  whatever  has  been  found  as  the  effect  of  a  single  living  process,  but  that  it 

•  The  hair  having  been  previously  sheared  aflU 
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arises  only  out  of  the  decay ,  the  dissolution,  and  the  wreck  oformiized  matter, 
or  of  its  ever  varied  and  wonderful  productions ;  and  is  it  probable  that  the  be- 
neficent author  of  such  a  countless  multitude  of  medicinal  agents  as  exist  in  the 
products  of  vital  Miction,  would  have  lefl,  to  be  generated  among  the  results  of 
destructive  chemistry,  an  article  essential  to  the  successful  treatment  even  of  a 
single  disease  ? 

The  profession  of  medicine  has  an  extensive  scope.  It  looks  into  the  struc- 
ture of  animal  machinery,  it  investigates  the  laws  of  its  vital  movements,  both 
in  health  and  disease,  and  contemplates  a  variety  of  influences  by  which  its  com- 
plicated processes  are  accelerated,  retarded,  suspended, or  destroyed.  It  learns, 
that  to  the  functions  of  life  belongs  a  standard  rate  of  action,  beyond  which  tbey 
cannot  be  safely  excited  or  driven ;  that  alcohohc  and  narcotic  stimulants  de- 
range and  confuse  the  healthy  movements,  exhaust  the  vital  power  more  than 
nature  intended,  and  induce  premature  decay,  and  dissolution.  This  profession 
claims  the  strictest  alliance  with  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  it  cherishes  good  will, 
and  proffers  substantial  blessings  to  men.  It  extends  its  hand  not  only  to  the  ex- 
hausted, bed-ridden  patient,  and  to  the  tottering  and  dejected  invalid,  but  even 
to  the  healthy  man,  to  save  him  from  the  pain  and  suffering  which  ignorance,  or 
custom,  or  recklessness  might  brin^  upon  him. 

Let  physicians  then  be  true  to  their  profession.  Let  them  study  the  duties 
they  owe  to  the  communities  with  whom  they  live  and  labor.  Let  "them  teach 
the  means  of  preserving  health,  as  well  as  of  combating  disease ;  let  them  show, 
as  it  is  in  their  power  to  do,  that  the  taking  of  medicine  in  health  in  order  to  pre- 
vent disease  is  most  absurd  and  mischievous ;  that  the  surest  guarantee  of  health 
is  a  correct  regimen,  and  that  the  best  treatment  of  acute  disease  is  oflen  very 
simple. 

Let  them  explain,  as  far  as  practicable  to  those  around  them,  the  mechanism 
of  their  physical  organization,  and  when  it  can  be  done,  "knife  in  hand/'  the 
work  will  be  easy.  Let  them  expound,  so  far  as  known,  the  beautiful  and  har- 
monious laws  enstamped  upon  this  organization,  by  which  its  complicated  move- 
ments and  diversified  phenomena  are  sustained ;  laws  as  immutable  in  their  na- 
ture, and  inflexible  in  their  operation,  as  those  that  hold  the  planetary  system 
together ;  and  like  them  originating  in  the  same  incomprehensible  and  mighty 
mind,  which,  acting  in  the  strength  of  its  own  philanthropy  and  unchangeable- 
ness,  gave  to  man  a  moral  code  from  amidst  the  smoke  and  thunders  of  Sinai. 
No  law  coming  from  this  high  source  can  be  violated  with  impunity;  and  he 
who  infringes  a  law  of  the  vital  economy,  receives,  in  an  injury  done  to  the 
machinery  of  life,  the  penalty  of  his  transgression  with  no  less  certainty  than  be 
who  leaps  from  a  tower  heedless  of  gravitation.  With  all  its  given  power  of 
accommodation  to  circumstances,  no  possible  training  or  education  of  this  ma- 
chinery can  change  the  nature  of  its  primitive  adaptations,  and  make  an  article 
congenial  and  healtliful,  which  was  originally  repulsive  and  noxious.  No  hu- 
man ingenuity  or  perseverance  can  render  impure  air  as  wholesome  as  that 
which  is  pure,  or  any  form  of  into.xicating  liquor  as  healthful  as  water. 

So  long  as  alcohol  retains  a  place  among  sick  patients,  so  long  there  will  be 
drunkards ;  and  who  would  undertake  to  estimate  the  amount  of  res;>onsibility 
assumed  by  that  physician  who  prescribes  to  the  enfeebled,  dyspeptic  patient 
the  daily  internal  use  of  spirit,  while  at  the  same  time  he  knows  that  this  simple 

Srescription  may  ultimately  ruin  his  health,  make  him  a  vagabond,  shorten  his 
fe,  and  cut  him  off  from  the  hope  of  heaven.  Time  was  when  it  was  used 
only  as  a  medicine,  and  who  will  dare  to  offer  a  guaranty  that  it  shall  not  again 
overspread  the  world  with  disease  and  death  ? 

Ardent  snirit — already  under  sentence  of  public  condemnation,  and  with  the 
prospect  or  undergoing  an  entire  exclusion  from  the  social  circle,  and  the  do- 
mestic fire-side — still  lingers  in  the  sick  chamber,  the  companion  and  pretended 
friend  of  its  suffering  inmates.  It  rests  with  medical  men  to  say  how  long  this 
unalterable,  unrelentmg  foe  of  the  human  race  shall  remain  secure  in  this  sa- 
cred, but  usurped  retreat.  They  have  the  power,  and  theirs  is  the  duty  to  per- 
form the  mighty  exorcism.  Let  the  united  effort  soon  be  made,  and  the  fiend 
be  thrust  forth  from  this  strong  but  unnatural  alliance  and  companionship  with 
men,  and  cast  into  that  ^  outer  darkness/  which  lies  beyond  the  precincts  of 
human  sufieringand  human  enjoj^ment. 
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ThefdUotolng  Extracts  are  from  a  Prize  Essays  by  Harvey  Linds!yy  M.  D.  Wa^ 
ington,  D.  C.  to  whom  a  similar  premium  toas  awarded  as  to  Dr.  Mussey^  and 
by  the  samt  Committee. 

<*  EFFECTS    OF  iriEBRIETT  ON   THE    OFFSPRING  OF  INTEMPERATE   PARENTS. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  for  it  is  as  well  established  as  any  other  fact  in  medi- 
cine, that  the  temperament,  general  degree  of  health,  habits,  predispositions. 
&c.,  of  the  parent  are  very  apt  to  descend  to  tlie  child.  And  if  the  health  or 
the  father  or  mother  has  been  impaired  by  a  long  course  of  inebriety,  or  their 
intellectual  power  much  deteriorated,  we  may  expect  to  see  its  lamentable  con- 
sequences in  the  debilitated  bodies  and  enervated  minds  of  their  unhappy  pro- 
geny. Probably  this  effect  is  more  striking,  and  its  results  more  appalUn^, 
where  the  mother  is  a  devotee  of  this  disgusting  practice,  than  if  the  father  on- 
ly be  in  tlie  habit  of  it.  The  influence  of  the  mother's  habits  over  the  physical 
as  well  as  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the  children  seems  to  be  of  a 
more  decided  nature  than  that  of  the  father.  How  doubly  awful  then  does  the 
guilt  of  this  vice  appear  when  viewed  in  this  two-fold  aspect ! 

In  connection  with  the  influence  of  the  mother's  habits  upon  the  health  and 
constitution  of  the  child,  we  cannot  too  strongly  reprobate  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice, still  but  too  common,  of  nursing  women  employing  brandy  and  other  alco- 
holic stimulants,  in  order,  as  is  said,  to  afford  them  strength  to  sustain  the  new 
call  made  upon  them.  To  say  nothing  of  the  danger  to  the  mother  herself  of 
forming  in  this  way  habits  of  intemperance,  is  there  not  great  danger  of  seri- 
ously affecting  the  health  of  the  child,  if  not  of  early  instilling  into  it  a  taste 
for  ardent  spirits?  We  all  know  that  tlie  milk  of  the  nurse  is  not  a  little  influ- 
enced by  the  diet  and  medicines  she  may  use.  The  infant  can  be  purged  by  oil 
or  calomel  taken  by  the  nurse:  and  have  we  not  as  much  reason  to  fear  that  the 
employment  of  such  powerful  agents  as  brandy,  cordials,  &c.,  may  exert  an 
equally  powerful  influence  upon  me  tender  and  susceptible,  and  excitable  frame 
of  an  infant?  We  have  all  seen  these  deleterious  influences,  when  the  intem- 
perate habits  of  the  narents  have  been  carried  to  a  very  great  extent,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  dropsy  of^  the  brain,  imbecility  of  mind,  and  a  long  train  of  physical 
and  intellectual  evils,  which  perhaps  at  the  time  may  have  been  attributed  to 
hereditary  predisposition,  or  to  other  causes.  There  cannot  be  the  least  excuse 
for  this  indulgence  on  Uie  part  of  the  nurse,  for  it  is  not  only  alway.t  useleos, 
but  positively  injurious. 

Dr.  North  remarks,  that  children  nursed  by  intemperate  women  are  peculiar- 
ly liable  to  derangemetits  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  convulsive  affections;  and 
that  he  has  seen  the  latter  almost  instantly  removed  by  the  child  being  trans- 
ferred to  a  temperate  woman. 

A  suitable  and  nutritious  diet  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  sustain  a  woman 
while  nursing,  and  she  may  rest  assured  will  be  much  more  conducive  to  her 
own  health  and  that  of  her  tender  charge,  than  the  artificial  stimulus  of  ardent 
spirits  can  possibly  be. 

DO    ALCOHOLIC    STIMULANTS    CONTRIBUTE    TO    STRENGTH? 

This  question  has  at  different  times  fiven  rise  -to  no  little  discussion,  but  it 
seems  at  last  irreversibly  decided  in  the  negative.  The  idea  which  formerly 
prevailed,  tliat  alcoholic  liquors  contribute  permanently  to  strength,  arose  no 
doubt  from  the  temporary  feelings  of  excitement  and  apparent  strength  which 
they  occasion.  But  these  illusions  have  long  since  vanished  before  the  reason- 
ings and  observations  of  a  more  correct  pliilosophy,  and  a  more  extended 
experience. 

The  different  degrees  of  debility,  which  may  of  course  vary  from  the  slight* 
est  degree  of  exhaustion  to  almost  total  prostration,  can  be  relieved  by  two 
methods,  the  one  gradual,  the  other  rapid.  The  gradual  mode  consists  in  em- 
ploying sleep,  rest,  and  food,  or  in  other  words  accumulating  the  vital  principle : 
ihe  rapid  mode  is  by  the  application  of  diffusible  stimuli,  i.  e.,  calling  into  action 
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the  vital  principle  which  remains ;  as  in  syncope  we  apply  ammonia,  or  any 
other  pungent  odor,  to  the  nostrils. 

Now  the  question  is,  which  of  these  modes,  the  rapid  or  the  gradual,  is  most 
likely  to  answer  the  purpose?  No  one  can  doubt  a  moment  as  to  the  answer. 
The  one  is  the  order  of  nature — the  other  is  artiiicial  —  the  one,  although  more 
dilatory  in  its  operation,  is  unattended  by  any  unpleasant  consequences ;  while  the 
other  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  lassitude  and  depression  exactly  proportioned  to 
the  amount  of  excitement  and  stimulus  applied  and  felt. 

In  the  beautiful  and  expresHive  language  of  another,  the  stimulant  restoratives 
may  be  compared  to  a  *  stream  which  nourishes  a  plant  upon  its  bank,  and  caus- 
es It  to  flourish  and  blossom  to  tlie  sight,  while  at  tiie  same  moment  it  is  under- 
mining it  at  the  root.' 

Rest,  sleep,  and  food,  are  amply  suflScient  to  repair  the  fatij^ue  and  restore  the 
exhausted  energy  of  all  animated  existence — 'they  are  sufficient  for  the  tribe 
in  the  branches  of  the  forest,  and  for  the  deer  which  range  below,  for  the  flock 
on  the  mountain's  side,  and  for  the  herd  in  the  pasture  of  the  valley.  They  are 
sufficient  for  the  elephant,  for  the  tiger,  and  the  lion' — but  man,  poor  deluded 
man  !  not  satisfied  with  nature's  ample  provision  for  the  restoration  of  stiength, 
and  tlie  preservation  of  health,  must  have  recourse  to  alcoholic  stimulants. 
The  absurdity  of  such  a  course  is  strongly  depicted  by  Milton  in  speaking  uf 
Samson. 

'O  madnetiH  !  to  think  iwe  of  atrongcut  wines 
And  Ktronffest  (IriukH  our  chief  fiupport  of  health, 
When  Gcxi,  with  these  forbiilden,  made  choice  to  rear 
His  mighty  champion,  strong  ubove  compare, 
Whose  drink  waa  only  tVoiu  the  liquid  brook.* 

Who  would  think  of  applying  the  whip  or  the  spur  to  a  jaded  and  exhausted 
horse,  in  order  to  increase  his  strength,  and  restore  his  accustomed  vigor?  Yet 
such  a  course  is  not  more  ridiculous  or  absurd  than  tliat  man's  who  employe 
brandy,  or  rum,  or  gin  to  invigorate  his  enervated  stomach  when  disordered  by 
improper  diet,  or  long  fasting,  or  excessive  fatigue  —  in  both  instances,  to  be 
sure,  new  life  and  fresh  animation,  and  apparent  strength  would  be  imparted, 
but  we  all  know  that  the  horse  will  eventually  yield  sooner  than  if  a  more  mer- 
ciful and  rational  course  had  been  adopted ;  and  so  it  is  with  the  wretched  ine- 
briate who  relies  for  aid  on  the  stimulus  of  ardent  spirits. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  some  periods  of  life  can  bear  the  excitement  of 
alcoholic  stimulants  with  less  injury  than  others.  Probably  the  most  inmrious 
time  of  administering  spirituous  potations  is  in  infancy  and  early  youth.  At 
tliis  tender  age  the  fibres  are  more  susceptible  of  excitement  and  irritation,  tije 
functions  are  more  easily  disordered,  and  the  foundation  may  be  laid  of  future 
disease  which  may  then  be  incurable.  The  intellectual  and  moral  faculties 
seem  also  at  this  period  peculiarly  liable  to  deterioration ;  and  we  doubt  not  that 
the  literary  progress  of  many  a  talented  child  has  been  impeded,  and  his  in(»r.il 
sense  deadened  by  the  early  administration  of  stimulating  drinks.  How  much 
then  is  this  ridiculous  and  disgusting  practice,  which  unfortunately  is  still  by 
no  moans  uncommon  among  the  mothers  of  our  country,  to  be  deprecated  I 

Indeed  the  absurdity  of  the  notion  that  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  con- 
tributes to  fwrmanent  strength  is  made  manifest  by  daily  observation,  as  well  as 
all  past  experience.  The  long  and  rapid  marches  of  the  ancient  Greek  and 
Roman  armies,  and  the  privations  and  labors  they  underwent,  are  much  sreater 
than  could  be  endured  by  any  modern  European  soldiery  ;  and  yet  these  men 
drank  no  ardent  spiriti*.  Some  of  the  native  East  India  troops  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  British  government  possess  the  same  power,  and  their  religious 
ideas  and  customs  deny  them  spirituous  liquors.  Sir  John  Moore's  army  were 
found  to  improve  in  health  during  their  distressing  march  to  Corunna  as  soon  as 
the  usual  allowance  of  ardent  spirits  was  unattainable. 

It  is  related  by  Niger  that  he  forbade  the  use  of  wine  in  his  army,  wishing 
the  soldiers  to  accustom  themselves  to  vinegar  mixed  with  water,  in  conformity 
with  the  ancient  regulation.  It  may  readily  be  imagined  that  such  a  reform 
would  give  great  offence  to  the  troops :  but  Niger  was  resolute  :  and  some  sol- 
diers who  guarded  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  having  one  day  asked  him  for  some 
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wine—'  What  do  yoa  faj/  replied  he  to  them,  *  jou  have  the  Nile,  and  wine  it  on- 
neceaaarj  for  you.*  Upon  another  occasion,  aomc  of  his  troops,  being  conquered 
by  the  Saracens,  excused  themselves  upon  the  plea  of  weakness  owing  to  this 
regulation.  *  An  excellent  reason,'  said  he,  *  for  your  conquerors  drink  nothing 
but  water.' 

In  what  manner  different  stimulants  when  taken  into  the  stomach  act  upon 
tlie  system  is  a  question  of  no  little  interest  to  the  patliologint  and  physiologist ', 
and  yet  is  one  which  is  still  involved  m  great  obscurity.  The  mode  in  which 
these  substances  act  is  not  perhaps  absolutely  incomprehensible,  for  who  will 
dare  to  set  bounds  to  human  ingenuity,  or  to  say  that  there  are  any  laws  of  nap 
ture  so  obscure  that  tliey  may  not  yet  yield  to  human  induntry  ? 

But,  however  tliis  may  be,  wc  are  at  least  cerialii  tliat  the  hypotheses  which 
have  hitherto  been  proposed  are  far  from  beinnr  satisfaclory  upon  this  point. 

Some  substances  when  taken  into  tiie  stomach  increase  the  activity  and  vigor 
of  all  the  organs  of  the  body  :  this  is  the  case  with  tiourishinfr  food  of  all  kinds; 
with  tonics,  alcohol,  opium,  «&c.     These  we  would  call  ircneral  stimulants. 

There  are  other  substances  again  which,  when  taken  into  tlic  stomach,  in- 
crease the  activity  and  vigor  of  some  particular  organ  of  the  body,  as  tartar 
emetic,  castor  oil,  4&c.     Tiiese  are  local  stimulants. 

Many  articles  belong  to  both  tiiese  classes :  but  all  stinmlunts  necessarily  in* 
crease  action,  the  effect  IxMng  prop<3rtioned  to  the  nature  of  the  article,  to  the 
quantity  taken,  to  the  frequency  of  its  repetition,  and  to  the  circumsUmces  under 
which  it  is  employed. 

There  is  a  great  difference,  not  only  in  the  manner,  but  the  rapidity  with 
which  different  stimulants  act.  Some  produce  tiieir  effect  as  soon  as  taken  into 
the  stomach,  wliilc  others  do  not,  except  atler  long  and  frequent  n*|)etition.  The 
former  are  generally  highly  diffusible,  and  their  operations  transitory — the  latter 
cause  more  permanent  changes,  and  effect  thosd  changes  by  obscure  and  almost 
imperceptible  gradations. 

it  would  seem  as  if  there  were  a  certain  amount  of  activity  and  of  motive 
power  in  the  human  system  which  alone  is  consistent  with  health,  or  there  is  a 
particular  proportion  in  the  activity  of  the  different  parts  of  the  living  system 
which  must  be  maintained  in  order  to  preserve  healUi.  When  this  proportion  is 
deranged,  or  tliis  activity  suddenlv  and  rapidly  increased,  disease  and  sickness 
necessarily  follow.  All  highly  diil'iisible  stimulants  are  therefore,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  action,  detrimental  to  health,  since  this  nice  proportion  —  this 
delicately  adjusted  equilibrium,  is  by  their  use  destroyed.  If  such  stimulants 
be  used  but  once,  or  but  seldom  rep<»atnd,  the  healthy  relation  between  the  action 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  body  may  be  quickly  restored  :  but  if  they  be  used 
habitually  and  frequently,  this  relation  is  for  ever  destroyed,  and  tlic  health  of 
tiie  wretched  victim  irrecoverably  undermined. 

But  it  does  not  follow  from  these  principles  that  stimulants  may  not  be  bene6- 
cial  in  disease,  because  here  this  relation  is  already  lost,  and  stimulating  articles 
may  afford  the  only  remedy  by  which  the  equilibrium  can  be  restored.  We 
may  therefore  lay  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  axiom,  that  stimulants  are  always 
injurious  in  health. 


SUBSTITUTES    FOR   ARDENT   SPIRITS    IN   THE   PRACTICE    OF   MEDICINE. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  any  reflecting  man  that  the  medical 
use  of  ardent  spirits  has  fn?quently  been  the  immediati>  cause  of  the  formation 
of  intemperate  habits.  Many  an  individual,  who  had  little  constitutional  fond- 
ness for  the  inebriating  drau«rht,  and  whose  habits  were  such  as  seemed  pecu- 
harlv  fitted  to  pri'serve  him  from  this  fell  destroyer,  has  made  wreck  of  every 
earthly  prospect  by  beinj»  induced  to  resort  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  for  the  re- 
lief ot""  perhaps  some  trivial  complaint.  The  talented,  the  preat,and  the  learned, 
as  well  as  the  degraded,  the  humble,  and  the  i<^norant.  have  thus  fallen  beneath 
the  withering  touch  of  this  soul-destroying  Moloch.  In  more  than  one  instance 
have  I  seen  the  able  and  hitherto  faithful  minister  of  the  c;ospel  laboring  under 
a  slight  attack  of  dyspepsy,  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  medical  attendant,  drink- 
ing daily  for  weeks  together  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water  until  he  has  gradually 
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and  unconicioQslj  fonned  a  tatte,  and  aeqatred  a  relish  for  the  Iktml  liqiior,  which 
has  increased  in  strength,  and  acquired  a  linner  and  firmer  grasp  opon  the  ener- 
vated mind  until  it  has  obtained  complete  mastery^-and  the  wretched  victim  has 
made  shipwreck  of  conscience,  reputation,  friends,  eternity. 

There  are  various  other  wavs  also  in  which  the  medical  use  of  ardent  spirits 
may  prove  the  forerunner  of  drunkenness.  It  is  a  very  coniraon  practice  in 
some  parts  of  our  country  for  persons  to  resort  to  bitter  herbs,  as  wormwood, 
gentian,  chamomile,  (Slc.,  steeped  in  ardent  spirits,  for  the  relief  of  a  slight  de- 
gree of  dyspepsy,  to  increase  their  strength,  and  give  them  an  appetitK  The 
whole  family  partake  of  this  bottle,  and  resort  is  regularly  had  to  it  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  I  defy  any  one  to  point  out  a  mode  more  exactly  fitted  to  convert 
the  most  sober  and  temperate  family  in  the  world  into  sots  than  this.  The  regu- 
lar, habitual,  daily  use  of  brandy  !  This  is  precisely  the  way  in  which  all  drunk- 
ards have  been  made.  They  always  drink  temperately  before  they  drink  in- 
temperately.  True,  they  ore  all  this  while  taking  bitters,  and  that  too  perhaps 
bv  tiie  advice  of  tlieir  physician.  But  does  that  alter  the  case  ?  Are  they  not 
also  drinking  aident  spirits  ?  And  will  they  not,  in  all  probability,  persevere  in 
tlieir  downward  career  till  ruin  stares  them  in  the  face  ?  It  is  self-evident  that 
such  a  course  is  not  one  whit  safer,  so  far  as  the  morals  of  the  individual  are  con- 
cerned, tlian  if  so  much  undiluted  brandy  had  been  taken. 

Is  it  not  then  the  solemn  duty  of  every  physician,  as  well  of  every  Christian, 
and  every  patriot,  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  dispense  with  an  article  the  use  of 
which  is  surrounded  and  accompanied  by  such  tremendous  dangers .'  Grant  that 
in  most  cases  there  is  little  risk  of  this  becoming  so  fixed  a  habit  that  the  patient 
cannot  at  any  moment  lay  it  aside — grant  that  most  men  have  sufficient  firm- 
ness of  mind,  and  fixedness  of  purpose  to  resist,  and  sunder  at  their  pleasure,  the 
iron  chain  of  habit — yet,  if  only  one  individual  in  an  age  were  sacrificed  on  the 
altar  of  intemperance  by  tlie  medicinal  use  of  ardent  spirits,  would  not  this  of 
itself  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  proscribing  and  banishing  it  for  ever .' 

But  it  will  be  asked,  how  is  tliis  risk  to  be  avoided  ?  If  ardent  spirits  are  nec- 
essary fur  Uie  cure  of  disease,  and  the  preservation  of  health,  shall  we  not  use 
tiiem  P  in  reply  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  there  is  no  state  of  the 
system,  however  exhausted  or  enfeebled — no  species  of  malady,  however  obsti- 
nate or  unyielding — no  case  of  disease,  however  dangerous  or  appalling,  in  which 
ardent  spirit  is  mdispensably  necessary,  and  in  which  a  sulMtitutey  perfectly 
equal  to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  cannot  easily  be  found. 

Professor  Chapman  of  Philadelphia,  in  his  able  work  on  the  materia  medica 
remarks : — 

*  It  is  tlie  sacred  duty  of  every  one  exercising  the  profession  of  medicine  to 
unite  with  the  moralist,  tlie  divine,  and  the  economist,  in  discouraging  the  con- 
sumption of  these  baneful  articles,  and  as  the  first  step  in  the  scl^roe  of  refor- 
mation to  discountenance  the  popular  notion  of  their  remedial  efficacy.* 

And  I  think  thai  every  medical  man,  who  will  carefully  review  the  whole 
ground,  will  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

That  stimulant  articles  ore  desirable,  and  even  necessary  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  no  one  can  doubt  There  are  several  states  of  the  ^stem  in  which 
this  class  of  remedial  agents  is  indispensable.  Whenever  the  system  has  been 
exhausted  by  long-continued  disease,  or  any  other  cause,  and  where  no  fever 
exists,  tonics  and  bitters,  of  various  kinds,  will  do  much  to  restore  the  lost  en- 
ergy of  the  stomach,  and  to  bring  back  the  wonted  vigor  of  the  constitution. 

Among  these  stimulants  and  tonics  ardent  spirits  have  long  held  a  high  rank, 
and  have  frequently  been  resorted  to,  especially  by  the  vulgar. 

It  is  admitted  that  there  are  a  few  extreme  cases  in  which  ardent  spirits  are 
temporarily  beneficial :  what  is  contended  for  is,  that  there  is  no  case  in  which 
they  are  indispensable y  and  in  which  on  adequate  substUvU  cannot  readily  kc 
found. 

1.  In  Dyspepsy. 

There  is  perhaps  scarcely  one  disease  in  the  treatment  of  which  the  patient 
more  frequently  commits  mistakes  than  in  this.  He  feels  languid  and  wretched 
—■his  food  b  badly  digested — flatulency  continually  harasses  him — an  ooeasy, 
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indescribable  lensation  of  oppresaion  in  the  epigastric  regrion,  is  a  constant 
companion — and  to  relieve  these  disagreeable  feelings  he  has  been  tamrht  by  those 
around  him  to  resort  to  the  stimulus  of  bitters  and  ardent  spirits,  lie  perhaps 
receives  temporary  relief,  and  he  is  encouraged  to  proceed — another  and  another, 
and  another  dose  is  taken,  but  the  relief  becomes  more  and  more  transient ;  and 
in  order  to  obtain  even  this  he  is  compelled  to  increase  his  libations.  He  will 
liowever  very  soon  discover  to  his  sorrow  that  his  disease,  instead  of  bein^ 
cured,  is  continually  becoming  worse.  Jn  short,  he  has  mistaken  his  remedy — 
and  this  will  invariably  be  the  result  with  every  one  who  endeavors  to  break  up 
such  a  disease  by  such  means. 

Dyspepsy  requires  a  very  different  treatment.  Where  any  thing  of  a  stima* 
lant  or  tonic  character  is  required,  the  usual  bitters,  as  Peruvian  bark,  camomile 
flowers,  columba,  quassia,  gentian,  &c.,  or  the  preparations  of  steel  will  be  am- 
ply sutiicient. 

The  sulphate  of  quinine  is  a  most  excellent  article  in  cases  of  languor,  debility, 
and  loss  of  appetite,  and  might  be  employed  advantageously  much  more  fre- 
quently than  it  is.  There  is  no  bitter,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  in  the  materia 
medica,  whose  effects  are  so  prompt  and  decided  as  this — and  which  gives  such 
immediate  and  complete  relief  in  those  cases  of  simple  debility  which  occur  so 
frequently  during  our  warm  summers — and  more  especially  among  men  of  sed- 
entary habits — and  females  of  delicate  constitution. 

There  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  tliat  great,  and  sometimes  essential  injury 
has  been  inflicted  on  tlie  unhappy  dyspeptic  by  recommending  alcohol  to 
strengthen  his  digestive  powers,  ana  increase  his  appetite.  So  delicate  an  organ 
as  the  stomach  cannot  with  safety  be  loaded  witn  so  powerful  a  stimulus,  and 
especially  when  in  a  state  of  subacute  inflammation,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in 
dyspepsy.  Independently  therefore  of  tlie  imminent  danger  of  the  patients'  be- 
coming addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance,  the  advice  too  frequently  given,  I 
am  afraid  even  by  physicians,  to  drink  brandy  and  water  cannot  be  too  strongly 
deprecated  on  account  of  its  immediate  effects  on  the  system  itself. 

2.  Tn  Una  Typhoid  states  of  the  System. 

Where  the  strength  has  been  exhausted,  and  a  low  typhoid  state  has  come  on, 
after  a  long  continued  fever,  it  is  a  very  general  impression  among  the  profes- 
sion that  a  stimulus  of  a  different  nature  from  the  ordinary  tonics  and  bitters 
is  required  to  quiet  the  irritable  and  frequent  pulse,  to  clear  the  black  and  coated 
tongue,  and  to  resuscitate  tlie  exhausted  energy  of  the  body.  In  this  peculiar 
state  most  medical  men  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  alcohol  very  freely  in 
the  form  of  wine  or  brandy.  But,  surely,  when  we  consider  the  great  number, 
and  vast  variety  of  stimulants  furnished  by  the  materia  medica,  we  can  hardly 
believe  that  amongst  all  these  it  would  not  be  (lossible  to  select  an  article  or  arti- 
cles which  would  be  proper  for  almost  any  form  of  this  disease,  and  every  idio- 
syncrasy of  constitution.  When  we  consider  tlie  great  and  varied  powers  of 
the  Peruvian  bark,  ammonia,  camphor,  cayenne  pepjwr,  &c.  Slc,  can  we  doubt 
that  res  )rt  need  never  bo  had  to  ardent  spirits  where  these  can  be  obtained  .* 
But  altiiouffh  perhaps  there  are  cnsvs  where  wine  cannot  readily  be  dispensed 
with,  yet  i  hive  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  there  never  was  an  instance 
where  there  was  the  least  necessity  for  \u\wr  anient  spirits  in  any  form  or  shape 
whatever.  Indeed,  the  only,  or  the  principal  plea  for  the  employment  of  brandy 
or  rum  in  these  casi*s  is,  that  wine  sometimes  disagrees  with  the  stomach  by 
turning  acid.  It  is  rather  a  favorite  notion  with  some  practitioners  that  brandy 
is  less  apt  to  disagree  in  this  respt'ct  than  wine,  but  I  must  say  that  I  have  never 
found  the  least  difficulty  where  the  wine  was  of  a  ^ood  quality,  and  Uie  proper 
kind  had  been  selected.  Sometimes  one  kind  of  wine  will  suit  better  than  an- 
other, and  some  little  judgment  is  required  to  s«»lect  that  which  is  best  adapted 
to  the  peculiarities  of  the  constitution  and  the  disease.  Should  there  however 
be  a  case  in  which  wine  could  not  be  taken,  good  porter  or  ale  could  still  be  re- 
sorted to,  and  would  be  more  suitable  and  advantageous  than  ardent  snirits. 

I  have  no  hesitation  then  in  repeating  that  there  are  no  cases  of  typnoid  fiver 
where  ardent  spirits  are  ever  desirable,  and  very  few  if  any  in  which  wine  it 
absolutely  indispensable. 
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3.  As  an  External  AppUcatiim  m  Caaaa  of  Hemorrhage. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  attempt  a  labored  denial  of  the  importance  of  ardent 
spirits  in  tJiis  particular  case,  as  probably  not  one  sober  medical  man  in  a 
hundred  would  ever  think  of  resorting  to  them  for  any  such  purpose. 

4.  Alcohol  is  frequently  given f  in  some  form  or  others  to  infants  to  remote  fialu- 

lejuijy  relieve  pain^  make  them  sleep,  ^-c. 

This  idea  has  already  been  discussed  in  a  previous  part  of  our  work.  I  will 
only  add,  that  there  is  not  probably  a  single  imaginable  state  of  the  infant's  sys- 
tem in  which  other  articles  could  not  be  used  with  more  advantage  for  these 
purpost^s  than  ardent  spirits. 

5.  In  cases  of  sudden  emerg;ency  in  which  the  vital  powers  seem  extinct  ^  and 
tJie  patient  is  in  immediate  Singer  of  death — as  when  large  quantities  of 
cold  water  have  been  drunk. 

Where  accidents  of  this  kind  have  taken  plane  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  sec  both  practitioner  and  the  standers  by  pouring  down  brandy  or  gin  into 
the  stomach  of  the  unhappy  victim  —  not  once  reflecting  that  in  all  probability 
he  has  already  half  a  pint  of  alcohol  in  his  system,  and  without  which  hu 
alarming  situation  never  would  have  occurred.  Nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  where  injury  has  been  suffered  from  drinking  cold 
water  in  warm  weather,  it  takes  place  in  persons  of  intemperate  habits,  the 
powers  of  whose  system  have  been  prostrated  by  previous  indulgence,  and 
which  have  not  suflicient  energy  to  bear  the  sudden  introduction  of  a  large 
quantity  of  cold  water.  The  drinking  of  cold  water  by  persons  whose  habits 
have  lM>en  previously  good,  and  whose  health  is  perfect,  is  seldom,  if  ever,  at- 
tended by  fatal  consequences,  and  indeed  generally  by  nothing  more  than  slight 
and  transient  pain. 

Is  it  not  absurd  then  for  us  to  prescribe,  as  a  remedy,  an  additional  quantity 
of  the  very  article  which  has  caused  all  the  mischief?  Although  no  doobt  stim- 
ulants are  the  proper  remedies  in  cases  of  this  kind,  yet  tliere  can  be  as  httle 
doubt  that  there  are  other  articles  much  more  efficacious  and  suitable  than  ar- 
dent spirits.  Ammonia,  cayenne  pepper,  camphor,  laudanum,  together  with  ex- 
ternal applications  of  mustard,  cantharides,  turpentine,  heat,  friction — all  can  be 
employed  to  much  greater  advantage  than  alcohol  in  any  form^and  will  be  am- 
ply sulticient  for  every  possible  emergency. 

6.  To  remedy  the  disagreeable  taste  and  the  supposed  injurious  qualities  of  had  or 

impure  water ,  particularly  in  cities,  and  on  ship-board. 

Although  this  plea  for  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  cannot  be  sustained  by  a  single 
rational  argument,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  frequently  been  the  means  of  in- 
ducing intemperate  habits  It  is  a  very  common  practice  in  our  large  cities, 
and  perhaps  still  more  common  on  board  our  ships,  to  plead  this  excuse  in  justi- 
fication of  the  daily  and  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  But  a  moment's  con- 
sideration would  be  sufficient  to  convince  any  reflecting  man  that  such  a  course 
is  only  making  tlie  evil  greater.  If  the  water  be  unwholesome,  the  mixture 
with  it  of  brandy,  which  is  itself  injurious,  cannot  render  it  otherwise  ;  and  if 
the  object  be  to  dismiise  its  disagreeable  taste,  there  is  a  great  variety  of  other 
articles  which  coula  be  employed  quite  as  eflectually  for  this  purpose,  and  which 
are  free  from  every  objection,  either  on  the  score  of  morals  or  of  health. 

7.  External  applications. 

^  There  are  so  many  other  things  (as  tincture  of  cantharides,  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine, mustard,  &c.  &«.)  which  can  be  used  in  this  case,  that  not  a  woi^  need 
be  wasted  on  the  subject. 
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8.  7%e  vidgar€piniany  or  rather  wkai  was  the  tm/gmr  opinion  a  few  t^ 

the  laboring  man  requires  the  stimulation  of  ardent  spirits  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form his  arduous  duties^  and  to  defend  him  against  the  vicissitudes  of  our  change^ 
able  climatej  is  wholly  unfounded. 

It  would  be  easy  to  prove  tliit  from  a  philosophical  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, but  a  still  more  infallible  guide  (experience)  puts  it  beyond  all  controversy. 
Since  the  formation  of  temperance  societies  it  has  been  found  by  the  experience 
of  thousands,  ascertained  in  every  possible  way  too,  that  those  laboring  men  who 
abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  can  perform  more  labor,  and  are 
in  less  danger  from  the  vicissitudes  of  our  climate  than  tliose  who  use  them. — 
Within  the  last  ten  years,  thousands  of  farms  have  been  cultivated,  hundreds  of 
ships  have  been  navigatedj  and  every  variety  of  manufacture  carried  on  without 
a  drop  of  ardent  spirits — and  the  unanimous  and  decided  testimony  of  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  has  been,  nut  only  that  money  has  been  saved,  and  morals 
promoted,  but  that  lives  have  been  preserved,  and  health  benefited  by  this  ab- 
stemious course. 

On  a  dispassionate  review  of  this  whole  subject  then,  I  think  it  will  \ie  ad- 
mitted by  every  candid  and  reflecting  medical  mnn,  that  the  use  of  ardent  /spirits 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  is  never  indispensable,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  even 
usi'ful ;  and  that  in  this  latter  case  there  is  a  great  variety  of  remedies  which 
are  amply  sufficient  as  substitutes.  If  this  be  the  case,  what  is  the  duty  of  ev- 
ery physician  in  relation  to  this  article,  which  has  spread  such  misery,  desola- 
tion, and  ruin  throughout  tliis  country  and  the  world  ?  Shall  not  physicians  who 
have  always  been  nre-cminent  in  tlie  labors  of  love  and  the  exertions  of  philan- 
thropy— shall  not  tney  do  something  for  the  promotion  of  the  tem|>erance  cause 
— that  greatest  and  best  of  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  this  benevolent  age  .' 

And  m  what  way  can  this  be  done  so  effectually  as  bv  discouraging  the  med* 
ical  use  of  ardent  spirits  ?  No  one  can  doubt  that  such  use  has  made  many  a 
drunkard,  and  filled  many  a  drunkard's  grave  :  and  shall  we  not  then  relinquish 
its  employment,  and  resort  to  other  articles  equally  efficacious,  and  at  the  same 
time  perfectly  safe  ?  The  apathy  which  has  so  long  been  felt  by  the  medical 
profession  in  relation  to  this  important  subject — thanks  to  the  Temperance  Soci- 
eties and  the  reforming  spirit  of  the  age — is  beginning  to  disappear,  and  more 
enlarged  views  of  professional  duty  and  professional  responsibility  are  beginning 
to  be  felt. 

Already  has  the  seal  of  reprobation  been  put  on  the  medicinal  use  of  ardent 
spirits  by  numbers  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  medical  faculty ;  and  may  we  not 
hope  that  this  spirit  will  spread  yet  more  widely  and  extensively  until  every 
physician  shall  be  brought  under  its  influence,  and  shall  unite  witli  the  patriot 
and  the  Christian  in  the  expulsion  from  its  last  strong  bold  of  this  most  destruc- 
tive of  human  vices,  and  direst  of  human  foes  .'" 


"  While  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  no  case  in  which  ardent  spirit  is 
indispensable,  and  for  which  there  is  not  an  adequate  substitute,  we  are  equally 
assured,  that,  so  long  as  there  is  an  exception  allowed,  and  men  are  permitted 
to  use  it  as  a  medicine,  so  long  we  shall  have  invalids  and  drinkers  among  us. 
Only  let  our  profession  take  a  decided  stand  upon  this  point,  and  inlemi)erance 
will  soon  vanish  from  our  country."  (THOMAS  SEWALL,  M.  1). 

Profusor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology ,  Columbian  CoUege^  H'aakington^  D,  C.) 

*^  The  reservation  of  the  use  of  alcohol  for  cases  of  sickness  appears  to  be  of 
little  importance  in  a  medical  way,  and  if  it  leads  to  practical  abuses  such  a 
reservation  should  not  be  made."  (JOHN  c.  WARRKN,  M.  D. 

Pr«fusor  <(f  Anatomy  and  Surgery ^  Harvard  Univenityf  Bvtton,) 
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RB80LUTI01I8  ADOFTED  BT  TBS  NEW  TOEK  STATE  TEMFEEANCB   80CIET7, 
AT  THEIR  SEMI-AKNUAX  MEETINO,  JULT  9,  1835. 

I.  Besolved,  That  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  adopled  by  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society  meet  our  cordial  approbation  :  viz. 

"  A»  it  has  been  proved  by  the  experience  of  tliousandi  in  the  United  Stale*,  of  all  claseet 
of  persons,  and  in  all  Kinds  of  lawnil  busineai,  that  abstinence  from  the  ii9f>  of  all  kinds  of 
intoxicHiing  liquor  as  a  drink,  is  not  only  safe  but  salutary,  and  as  this  is  the  only  course  in 
which  it  can  be  rationally  expected  that  intemperate  persons  will  ever  be  perntauently 
reformed,  and  as  the  example  and  kind  mural  influence  of  the  temperate  is  the  prand  means 
of  leading  the  intem|>crate  to  adopt  and  pursue  a  course  so  essential  to  their  pre«rnt  and 
future  good  ;  therefore, 

Re»olvud,  Thut  the  more  extensively  this  course  is  adopted  by  all  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  especially  by  nil  members  of  temperance  societies,  the  more  rapid  will  be  tlie 
progres»<  of  the  lenipcrunco  reformation,  and  the  more  certain  the  prospect  that  drunkenness 
and  ilsi  evils  will  ceoKe." 

S.  That  wherever  temperance  societies  have  been  formed,  on  the  principle  of  abstinence 
from  tlie  use  of  ardent  npirit,  and  yet  drunkenness  is  continued  from  the  U!»e  of  other  iniox- 
Iculiiig  (Iriakv,  it  is,  in  our  view,  propi^r  and  expedient  that  there  Rhould  be  a  pledge,  siened 
by  such  an  are  dif)pui<rd,  that  ^hall  include  abstinence  from  the  use,  as  a  b«veraee,  of  all 
intotiruting  liquor;  and  the  more  generally  this  course  is  adopted  the  more  complete  will 
be  the  tntiiuphs  of  the  temperance  cause. 

3.  That  tile  rapid  intreasu  of  temperance  societies  on  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  the  use, 
as  a  beveraee,  of  all  intoxicntins[  liquor,  maniJ'ests  the  deep  hold  which  the  cause  lias  takrn 
upon  the  lieariM  of  philanthropists,  and  alfords  increasing  evidence  that  it  will  not  be  relin- 
quished till,  ihtoush  the  divine  ble^sini;,  its  triumphs  shall  be  complete  and  univeml. 

4.  Thai  the  promptness  and  unanimity  with  which  increasing  numbers  of  youns  men  are 
adopting  the  plan  of  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquor,  is  an  exhibition  which  tmght 
greatly  to  cheer  the  hviirt.s  of  their  fathers  :  and  is  an  example  which,  if  universally  folhiwed 
by  the  youth  of  the  Cnited  Stntet*,  would  not  only  tiave  multitudes  from  drunkenness  and 
riiin,  hut  would  tend  to  make  that  interestine  class  of  our  citir.ens,  beyond  any  generation 
that  haw  gone  before  them,  the  benefactors  of  our  country  and  of  the  world. 

5.  Thut  tlu;  t'ormntion  of  such  societies  among  children  and  youth,  whose  parent*  and 
guardians  are  willini;  to  have  them  unite  in  these  societies,  would,  in  our  vien ,  tend  not 
only  to  |>iomote  their  own  highest  benefit,  but  to  render  them  more  eminently  useful  to 
mankind. 

6.  That  the  union  with  such  societies  by  the  older  and  more  influential  classes  in  the 
community  would  he  an  example  which  would  have  a  most  salutary  influence  on  the  youns. 
and  would  tend  strou'ily  to  induce  them  to  set  out  in  life  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and 
when  they  fhonld  become  old  not  to  depart  from  it. 

7.  That  the  importing  and  exi>orting,  the  manufacturing  and  vending,  or  in  any  way 
furnishing  intoxicating  liquor  to  be  uMfd  as  a  common  drinks  are  in  our  view  injuri<»us  to  the 
community,  tend  powerfully  to  h  i  ider  the  progress  of  the  temperance  reformation,  and  the 
eflicacy  of  all  mean:?  for  the  intellectual  elevation,  the  moral  purity,  the  social  happiness  and 
the  eternal  good  of  men,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  universally  abandoned. 

8.  That  the  furniHliing  of  materials  for  the  making  of  intoxicating  liquor,  and  the  renting 
of  buildinig:*  to  be  occupied  for  the  sale  of  it,  to  be  used  as  an  ordinary  beverage,  are  in  our 
view  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  society  and  ought  for  ever  to  cease. 

9.  That  the  practice  of  Insurance  Companies,  in  insuring  temperance  vessels  at  a  less 

riremiiim  than  others,  tends  greatly  not  only  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance,  but  to 
ncrease  the  safety  of  property,  and  to  promote  the  health,  virtue  and  happiness  of  seamen, 
and  the  [ireservalion  r»f  human  life. 

10.  That  the  licensing  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  to  be  used  as  a  common  drink, 
and  thus  throwing  over  this  immorality  the  shield  of  legislative  sanction  and  stipiKirt,  and 
teachiiie  to  the  coininiinity  the  erroneous  and  destructive  doctrine,  that  its  continuanre  is 
required  by  the  public  good,  when  the  facts  show  that  the  public  good  utterly  forbids  it,  is  in 
our  view  inconsiitfint  with  the  good  of  ««>ciety,  and  ought  not  to  be  continued. 

II.  That  should  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  to  be  used  as  a  drink,  and  iti<  mnnifidd 
evils  to  society  be  continued,  and  should  the  public  goo<l  ond  the  voice  of  the  pe*»plf  require 
the  ctmtinuance  of  legislation  with  regard  to  it ;  the  object  of  such  legislation  ought  to  be, 
instead  «)f  licensinr  the  fin,  to  deiend  the  community  fmm  Its  evils. 

12.  That  the  universal  dilTusion  of  inlorinntioii,  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  effect?  of 
intoxicating  lii^uor,  and  with  regard  to  tlu>  beiietits  of  ab-itnining  from  the  use  of  it,  and  an 
exhibition  of  tlio:«e  brnetils  by  the  unitpd,  consilient  and  persevering  example  and  kind 
moral  inHiicnce  of  patriots,  philnnthropiiiti^  and  Christians,  may  in  our  view  be  exjKM  led, 
under  the  continued  siTiiies  of  a  benignant  and  gracious  Providence,  to  increase  and  extend 
the  temperance  reformation,  till  its  triumphs  shall  be  complete,  and  its  blessingtf  become 
permanent  and  universal. 

13.  That  the  plan  of  the  .American  Temperance  Pociety,  for  embodying  the  facts  on  thl« 
momentous  subject  in  a  permanent  rolumr,  and  Hirnishing  a  copy  of  it  for  each  professional 
man,  legi-^lator,  secretary  of  a  temperance  society,  school  teacher,  and  youth  in  all  public 
seminaries  of  the  I'nitcd  States,  &c.,  also  for  sending  copies  of  it  to  each  missionary  of  all 
denominations  who  have  gone,  or  may  go  to  the  heathen,  and  also  to  distinguished  and 

ribilanthropic  men  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  with  a  letter  briefly  staling  what  has  been  done 
n  thii*  and  other  countries,  the  beneflts  which  have  already  resulted  from  the  temperance 
reformation,  and  the  blessings  which,  should  it  become  universal,  would  result  to  the  world, 
and  inviting  a  prompt  and  universal  co-operation,  meets  with  our  cordial  approbation  ;  and 
tbat  we  will  assist  in  carr>-iDg  a  plan  ao  fraught  with  blesaings  to  manJtind,  into  execution. 
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